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T O 

His  Grace  JA  M E S 

Duke  of  C HA N DO  S'. 


My  LOR D, 

BEG  Leave  to  recommend  to  Lour 
Grace’s  Protection  the  Hiftory  of 
H ernan  Cortez,  the  Fortunate 
Conqueror  of  the  Mexican  Empire. 

The  Difcovery  and  Conqueft  of  that  new 
World  have  enrich’d  England  with  no  fmall  Share 
of  the  Wealth  of  it ; which  makes  it  a Point  of 
Gratitude  in  Behalf  of'  my  Country  to  publilh  the 
Actions  of  this  Hero,  and  renders  him  {till  more 
worthy  of  Your  Grace’s  Patronage. 

My 


DEDICATION. 

My  Lord, 

I shall  decline  entring  on  the  Subjedt  of  thofe 
Virtues  and  diftinguilhing  Qualities,  which  have 
fhewn  themfelves  fo  eminently  in  Your  Grace,  and 
engag’d  the  Love  and  Efteem  of  all  good  Men. 
May  You  long  live  the  Ornament  of  Your  Coun- 
try : And  permit  me  the  Honour  of  acknowledging 
publickly  the  many  Obligations  I have  to  Your 
Grace,  and  alluring  You  that  lam,  with  an  invio- 
ble  Refpedl, 

My  Lord, 

Tour  Grace's  Mcft  Obedient,  and 

Moft  Faithful  Humble  Servant, 

Th  omas  Townsend. 
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HE  Conqueji  of  Mexico  is  one  of  the 
great  eft  Subjects  in  all  Hiftory:  It  leads 
us  through  Hariety  of  important  Tranf- 
actions  to  the  Overthrow  of  a vaft  Em- 
pire, atchiev'd  by  a Handful  of  Men 
under  the  Conduct  of  Her  nan  Cortez,  who  added 
this  ineftimable  Jewel  to  the  Crown  of  Spain  in  the 
Time  of  C h a r l e s V. 

W h o e v e r will  conjider  the  Difficulties  he  over- 
came, and  the  Battles  he  fought  and  wm  againft  an 
incredible  Superiority  of  Numbers , mujl  own  him 
little  inferior  to  the  mofb  celebrated  Heroes  of  An- 
tiquity. 

His  Hiftory  has  been  written  by  fever al  Authors , 
and  particularly  by  Francifco  Lopez  de  Gomara, 
Antonio  de  Herrera,  and  Bernal  Diaz  del  Cafhillo  - 
who  either  took  Things  too  much  upon  Truft , or  were 
prejudic’d  againft  him : But  at  length  the  Learned 
Solis,  by  erecting  thisTrophy  to  his  Honour,  dif char- 
ged the  Debt  due  from  the  Spanilh  Nation  to  the  Me- 
mory of  fo  iUuftrious  a Conqueror. 


The 


PREFACE 

The  great  Actions  of  Cortez,  and  the  elegant 
\ pen  of  Solis,  were  the  chief  Motives  that  induc’d 
me  to  make  him  Englifh:  To  which  may  he  added , 
that  Sir  Paul  Rycaut  having  tranjlated  the  Conqueft 
of  Peru  from  Garcillaffo  de  la  V ega,  Inca,  my  pre- 
J'ent  Work  compleats  the  Difcovery  and  Conqueft  of  the 
American  Continent. 

And  notwithjianding  what  has  been  written  by 
fome  concerning  the  Simplicity  and  Nakednefs  of  the 
Indians,  it  is  plain  from  the  Hiftory  of  Solis,  and 
contributes  not  a little  to  the  Glory  of  Cortez,  that 
he  engag’d  numerous  Armies , which  wanted  neither 
Courage , Conduct,  nor  offenjive  Weapons : And  though 
fome  Things  in  the  enfuing  Hiftory  may  appear fabulous , 
it  is  neverthelefs  certain , that  Cortez  really  per- 
form’d more  than  Flattery  has  invented  of  others. 

The  Tranjlation  was  the  Employment  of  my  leifure 
Hours  in  Country  Quarters,  in  the  Kingdom  of  Ireland: 
How  well  I have  fucceeded,  is  humbly  fubmitted  to  the 
Judgment  of  the  Reader. 
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nor of  the  Province , come  to  vifii  Cortez  on  the  Part  of  Motezuma  : 
An  Account  of  what  pajjed  between  them,  and  of  the  Painters  who  drew 

the  Pictures  of  the  Spanilh  Forces.  6g 

Chap.  II.  Motezuma  returns  his  Anfwer,  with  a Prefent  cf  great  Value,  but 

refetfes  to  grant  the  Leave  they  defire d to  go  to  Mexico.  75 

Chap.  III.  Gives  an  Account  how  ill  the  Pofitivenefs  of  Cortez  was  received 
at  Mexico  ; who  Motezuma  was ; theGreatnefs  of  his  Empire,  and  the 
Condition  his  Monarchy  was  in  at  the  Arrival  of  the  Spaniards.  77 

Chap.  IV.  An  Account  of  the  fever al  Prodigies  and  Signs  that  were  feen  in 
Mexico  before  the  Arrival  cf  Cortez,  from  which  the  Indians  apprehended 

that  the  Ruin  of  their  Empire  drew  near.  — . g, 

Chap.V.  Francifco  de  Monte  jo  returns , having  difeovered  the  Town  of 
Quiabiflan.  Motezuma’ j Ambaffadors  arrive,  and  depart  dijjdtisffid. 

Some  Muttering  happens  among  the  Soldiers,  who  incline  to  mutiny  and 
Hernan  Cortez  makes  ufe  of  Artifice  to  appeafe  them.  . 8j 

Chap.  VI.  The  Return  to  Cuba  is  given  out.  The  Soldiers , prepared  by  Cor- 
tez, exclaim  againfi  it-,  the  Cazique  of  Zempoala  fetes  for  his  Friendfbip  ; 
and,  in  fine,  they  make  a Settlement.  

Chap. 
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Chap.  VII-  Hernan  Cortez  (in  the  firfl  Council  which  was  held  at  Vera 
Cruz)  renounces  the  Title  of  Captain-General , which  he  held  from  Diego 
Velafquez,  and  the  Town  and  People  elefl  hima-new.  • — ■ n. 

Chap.  VIII.  The  Spaniards  march,  and  the  Fleet  fails  for  Quiabiflan  ; they 
otter  Zempoala  in  their  way,  where  the  Cazique  makes  them  welcome , and 

they  receive  frejh  Accounts  of  the  Tyrannies  of  Motezuma.  99 

Chap.  IX.  The  Spaniards  purfue  their  March  from  Zempoala  to  Quiabiflan  - 
an  Account  if  what  paffed  at  their  Entrance  into  that  Town,  where  they 
find  frejh  Relations  of  the  Uneafmefs  of  thofe  Provinces,  and  they  take  fix 

f Motezuma’ s Officers.  — . IO, 

Chap.X.  The  Caziques  f the  Mountains  come  to  fuhmit,  and  offer  their  Ser- 
vice to  Cortez.  The  Spaniards  htild  the  Town  of  Vera  Cruz,  and  put  it 
in  a Pofiure  f D fence.  New  Amhaffadors  arrive  there  from  Motezuma. 

108 

Chap.  XI.  The  Zempoalans,  ly  Deceit,  engage  Hernan  Cortez  to  take  up 
Arms  againft  the  People  of  Zimpazingo,  their  Enemies  ; he  makes  them 

Friends , and  reduces  that  Country.  I j 2 

Chap.  XII.  The  Spaniards  return  to  Zempoala,  [where  they  overthrow  the 
Idols , with  J'ome  Refiftance  of  the  Indians ; and  the  principal  of  their 
Temples  is  converted  into  a Church  of  our  Lady.  • — 116 

Chap.  XIII.  The  Amy  returns  to  Vera  Cruz;  Commiffarjes  are  difpatched 
to  the  Kjug,  with  an  Account  of  what  had  been  done.  Another  Sedition  is 
quelled,  with  the  Punifment  f J'ome  Mutineers  ; and  Hernan  Cortez  exe- 
cutes his  Reflation  of  finking  his  Ships.  — 120 

Chap.  XIV.  Cortez  having  made  a Difpojition  for  the  March,  was  informed 
that  Ships  were  J'een  upon  the  Coajt.  He  departs  for  Vera  Cruz,  and 
takes  feven  Soldiers  belonging  to  the  Fleet,  commanded  by  Francifco  de  Ga, 
ray;  they  begin  their  March,  and  ha-bing  with  much  Difficulty  pajjed  the 
Mountains , the  Army  enters  the  Province  of  Zucuililan.  •-  125 

Chap.  XV.  The  Cazique  f Zocothlan  vffits  Cortez  a fecond  time,  and  high- 
ly extols  the  Greatnefs  of  Motezuma;  Cortez  refolves  to  march  by  the 
way  of  Tlafcala,  of  which  Province , and  the  Nature  of  its  Government, 

fame  Information  is  got  at  Xacazingo.  129 

Chap.  XVI.  Cortez's  four  Envoys  fetoUt  for  Tlafcala,  An  Account  of  the 
Habit  and  the  Manner  bow  EmbaJJies  were  delivered  in  that  Country,  and 
f the  Debates  of  that  Republick  about  the  Point  of  receiving  the  Spaniards 
in  a peaceable  manner.  — ■*  1 J 5 

Chap.  XVII-  The  Spaniards  refolve  to  draw  near  to  Tlafcala,  looking  on  the 
Detention  of  their  Meffengers  as  a bad  Sign.  They  engage  with  a Body  of 
five  thoufand  Indians  that  lay  in  AmbuJh  for  them,  and  afterwards  with 

the  whole  Power  of  the  Republick.  138 

Chap.  XVIII.  The  Tlafcalans  recruit  their  Army  ; they  engage  a fecond  time 
with  greater  Force , and  are  overthrown  and  broke  by  the  Valour  of  the 
Spaniards,  and  by  another  new  Accident , which  puts  them  in  dij 'order.  144 
Chap.  XIX.  Hernan  Cortez  ftids  the  new  Difturbance  among  his  Men  ; the 
People  of  Tlafcala  take  the  Spaniards  for  Enchanters  ; they  confult  their 
Magicians , and  by  their  Advice  attack  them  by  Night  in  their  Quarters.  149 
Chap.  XX.  The  Senate  commands  the  General  to  fufpend  the  War ; he  refufes 
to  obey,  but,  on  the  contrary,  defigns  to  give  a frejl)  Affault  upon  the  Spa- 
nilh  Quarters.  His  Spies  are  dij covered  and  purified.  A Treaty  of  Peace 

begins  to  be  fet  on  foot.  — ■ 1 $4 

Chap-  XXI.  New  Amhaffadors  come  from  Motezuma  to  the  Spanifh  Quar- 
ters, to  obftruA  the  Peace  with  Tlafcala  ; the  Senate  perfeveres  in  dejiring 
it,  and  Xicotencal  takes  upon  himfelf  the  Negotiation . — • * 59 
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BOOK  III- 

GHap.  I.  An  Account  of  the  Voyage  of  thofe  fent  by  Cortez  into  Spain, 
with  the  Oppofition  and  Impediments  that  retarded  their  Difpatches * 

pag.  i 

Chap.  II.  Motezuma  endeavours  to  Ire  ah  the  Peace  of  Tlafcala  ; the  People 
of  that  Republick  continue  their  Infiances  \ Hernan  Cortez  pur  [ties  his 

March , and  makes  his  Entry  into  that  City . 7 

Chap.  III.  The  Defcription  of  the  City  of  Tlafcala  ; the  Senators  complain 
of  the  Spaniards  going  armed , being  grieved  at  their  Difirufi  ; Cortez  fa - 

tisfies  them , and  endeavours  to  make  them  quit  their  Idolatry.  ■ 1 j 

Chap.  IV.  Hernan  Cortez  difpatches  the  Atnbajjadors  of  Motezuma.  Die- 
go de  Ordaz  views  the  burning  Mountain  of  Popocatepec  ; it  is  refolved 

to  march  to  Cholula.  — — 19 

Chap.  V.  They  dif cover  new  Signs  of  Treachery  in  Cholula  ; the  Amy  mar- 
ches for  that  City , being  reinforced  with  fome  Companies  of  Tlafcalans.  25 
Chap.  VI.  The  Spaniards  make  their  Entry  into  Cholula,  where  the  People 
endeavour  to  deceive  them  by  their  outward  good  Entertainment ; 1 their. 
Treafon  is  di f cover ed9  and  the  Spaniards  make  a Difpofition  to  chafiife  them 

?E 

Chap.  VTT  Crw tev,  chafiifes  the  Traitors  of  Cholula,  reduces  and  pacifies 
the  City , and  eftablif  W n pyiendfhip  betwixt  them  and  the  Tlafcalans.  38 
Chap.  VIII.  The  Spaniards  march  from  Cholula  ; they  meet  with  new  Diffi* 
cult ies  07t  the  Mountain  of  Ch<ilco-.  TViot©£,uixict  endeavours  to  flop  them  by 

means  of  his  Magicians . 45! 

Chap.  IX.  Motezuma  fends  his  Nephew  the  Lord  of  Tezeuco  to  vift  Cor- 
tez in  his  Quarters ; he  continues  his  March P and  halts  at  Quitlavaca, 

within  the  Lake  of  Mexico.  • — 50 

Chap.  X.  The  Army  marches  to  Iztacpalapa  ; they  make  a Difpofition  for  their 
Entry  into  Mexico.  A Defcription  of  the  Pomp  in  which  Motezuma  went 
to  receive  the  Spaniards.  ^4 

Chap.  XI.  Motezuma  comes  the  fame  Day  in  the  Evening  to  vifit  Cortez 
at  his  Lodging , the  Speech  he  made  before  he  heard  the  Embaffy.  and  the 

Anfwer  of  Cortez.  — ■ - ^ 

Chap.  XII.  Cortez  vifit s Motezuma  in  his  Palace;  the  Greatnefs  and  Fur- 
niture of  it  are  defer iled  : An  Account  of  what  pa]] ed  in  that  Conference, 
and  in  others  which  they  had  afterwards  upon  the  Subjeff  of  Religion.  6\ 
Chap.  XIII.  A Dejcriftion  of  the  City  qf  Mexico,  the  Temferatenefs  of  its 
Climate , its  Situation , the  Market  of  Tlatelulco,  and  toe  great  Temple 

dedicated  to  the  God  of  War.  

Chap.  XIV.  Of  the  different  Pleafure-Houfes  which  Motezuma  had  for  his 
Recreation ; his  Armories , Gardens , and  Country  Retirements , with  other 

remarkable  Buildings  loth  within  and  without  the  City.  je 

Chap.  XV.  An  Account  of  the  Pomp , Ceremony , and  ExaFtnefs  with  which 
Motezuma  was  ferved  in  his  Palace ; of  the  Expences  of  his  Table , of 
his  Audiences , and  other  Particulars  relating  to  his  Oeconomy  and  Diverfions. 

80 
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Chap.  XVI.  An  Account  of  Motezumah  immenfe  Riches-,  the  Manner  of  his 
managing  the  Royal  Revenues , and  of  his  admin  firing  Huf  ice • with  other 
Particulars  of  the  Mexican  Government , both  Civil  and  Military.  85 

Chap.  XVII.  An  Account  how  the  Mexicans  mea fared  and  computed  their 
Months  and  Tears  ; their  Feftivals , Marriages,  with  other  Rites  and  Cuf- 
toms  worthy  of  Remark.  - J 

Chap.  XVIII.  Motezuma  continues  his  Entertainments  and  Frefents  to  t/l 
Spaniards.  Letters  brought  from  Vera  Cruz  with  an  Account  of  the  Bat- 
tle wherein  Juan  de  Efculante  loft  his  Life  ; upon  which  Cortez  refolves  to 
fecure  the  Perfon  oj  Motezuma.  • — . J o 

Chap.  XIX.  The  Imprifonment  of  Motezuma  : An  Account  after  what  man- 
ner it  was  efjetied,  and  how  received  amongfi  his  Vajjals.  I0? 

Chap.  XX.  Motezuma’ j-  Behaviour  under  his  Confinement,  both  to  his  own 
People  and  the  Spaniards.  Qualpopoca  is  brought  Pr  if  oner,  and  con- 
demned to  Deathly  Cortez,  who  caufes  Motezuma  to  be  tart  in  Fetters 

(hiring  the  Execution  of  the  Sentence.  II2’ 


BOOK  IV. 

CHap.  I.  Motezuma  is  permitted  to  be  feen  in  publick , going  out  to  the 
Temples  and  Recreations.  Cortez  takes  fome  necejfary  Precautions. 
The  Spaniards  are  in  doubt,  at  this  time,  whether  they  Jbould  overthrow  the 
Idols  of  Mexico,  or  wait  for  a proper er  Occafon.  — - 1^ 

Chap.  II.  A Confpiracy  which  was  forming  againfl  the  Spaniards,  by  the 
Kjng  of  Tezeuco,  is  difcovered  ; and  Motezuma,  partly  by  his  own  Vigi- 
lance, and  partly  by  the  Advice  of  Cortez,  quells  it,  and  chaflifes  the  Au- 
thor. - i2<5 

Chap.  HI.  Motezuma  refolves  to  difpatch  Cortez  by  anfwering  his  Emlaj/y. 
He  ajjembles  his  Nobles,  and  gives  Orders,  That  the  Kjng  of  Spain  ffould 
be  acknowledged  for  SucceJJor  of  that  Empire,  determining  to  obey  him , and 

to  pay  him  Tribute,  as  Defcendant  from  their  fir  ft  Conqueror . 1 3 ^ 

Chap.  IV.  The  Gold  andfewtls  defigned  for  the  Prej'ent  is  delivered  into  the 
PoJJeJJion  of  Cortez.  ‘Motezuma  refolutely  tells  him,  that  he  mufi  think 
of  his  Departure,  which  he  endeavours  to  delay . Advice  brought  of  the 

Arrival  of  a Squadron  of  Spanifh  Ships  upon  the  Coaft.  139 

Chap.  V . An  Account  of  the  Preparations  made  by  Diego  Velafquez  for  the 
DeflruEt ion  of  Hernan  Cortez  : The  Army  and  Fleet  which  he  fent  againfl 
him,  under  the  Command  of  Pamphilo  de  Narvaez  : His  Arrival  upon  the 
Coaft  of  New  Spain,  andhis  fruitlefs  Attempt  to  reduce  the  Spaniards  of 

VeraCruz.  ' 14^ 

Chap.  VI.  The  Precautions  of  Hernan  Cortez  to  avoid  a Rupture . He  makes 
Overtures  of  Peace,  which  are  rejected  by  Narvaez,  who,  on  the  contrary, 
proclaimed  War,  and  feizes  the  Perfon  of  the  Licentiate  Lucas  Vafquez 
de  Ayllon.  151 

Chap.  VII.  Motezuma  continues  his  good  Offices  toward  Cortez  and  his 
Spaniards.  The  Alteration  which  fome  attribute  to  the  Pratiices  of  Nar- 
vaez looked  upon  as  fictitious  and  improbable.  Cortez  refolves  to  depart, 
and  executes  that  Refolution , leaving  a Part  of  his  Force  in  Mexico.  1 5 9 

Chap.  VIII.  Hernan  Cortez  directs  his  March  towards  Zempoala.  Is  dify 
appointed  of  the  Succours  which  he  expetted  from  Tlafcala.  Continues  his 
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M*/c&  as  far  as  Motalequita;  from  whence  he  again  wakes  Overtures  of 
Peace , with  new  Provocation,  declares  War . - — • i65 

Chap.  IX*  Hernan  Cortez  continues  hisMarjch  tfllwithfn  a Teague  of  Zem- 
poala.  Pamphilo  de  Narvaez  takesthe  Field  wkhhisTroops.  IscMiged  to 
retire  by  the  Badnefs  of  the  We  other.  Cortez  refolves  to  attack  him  in 

his  Quarters.  175 

Chap.  X.  Hernan  Cortez  arrives  at  Zempoala,  where  he  finds  Oppofltmi. 
Be  obtains  the  Victory,  and  takes  Narvaez  Prifoner , who] e Troops  he  ob- 
liges to  ferve under  his  Banner.  179 

Chap.  XI.  Cortez  reduces  the  Cavalry  of  Narvaez,  which  kept  the  Field. 
He  receives  Information  that  the  Mexicans  had  taken  up  Arms  againft  the 
Spaniards  which  he  had  left  'MotezUma.  He  marches  with  his 

Army  to  Mexico,  and  enters  that  City  without  Oppofition.  * 186 

Chap.  XII.  The  Motives  which  induced  the  Mexicans  to  take  up  Anns. 
Diego  de  Ordaz,  with  Jome  Companies  of  Men,  is  fent  to  make  Difcove - 
vies  in  the  City . Falls  into  an  Ambujh  the  Revolt ers  had  laid  for  him , upon 

which  Cortez  determines  to  profecute  the  War.  195 

Chap.  XIII.  The  Mexicans  ajjault  the  Spanifh  Quarters,  and  are  repulfed . 
Cortez  makes  two  Hallies,  m which,  tho J the  Enemy  were  both  times  de- 
feated, and  put  to  flight  with  great  Slaughter , yet  he  difir u ft s his  being 

able  to  reduce  them.  — — . 200 

Chap.  XIV.  Motezuma  exhorts  Cortez  to  retire  from  Mexico,  which  he 
offers  to  do  as  foon  as  the  Seditious  have  laid  down  their  Arms.  They  re- 
turn to  attempt  another  Ajjault.  Motezuma  /peaks  to  them  from  the  Wall , 

and  is  wounaed , lofing  all  Hopes  of  reducing  them.  206 

Chap.  XV.  Motezuma  dies  of  his  Wounds,  olftinately  refufmg  to  receive 
Baptifm . Cortez  fends  his  Body  to  the  Mexicans,  who  celebrate  hisOb- 

fequies.  His  perfonal  Qualities  and  Character.  — 212 

Chap. XV I*  The  Mexicans  return  to  lefiege  the  Spanifh  Quarters.  Cortez 
makes  a Sally.  Gains  a Temple  where  the  Enemy  was  lodged.  Defeats  and 
puts  them  to  fight . Does  conjiderable  Damage  to  the  City , with  a Deflgn 

to  terrify  them , in  order  to  make  his  Retreat.  • 219 

Chap.  XVII,  The  Mexicans  propofe  Peace,  but  with  the  View  of  diftrefling 
the  Spaniards  by  want  of  Proviflons.  Their  Difi?igenuity  is  difeovered. 
Cortez  holds  a Confultaticn  with  his  Officers,  a7id  it  is  refolved  to  leave 

Mexico  that  Night.  — 226 

Chap.  XV III.  The  Spaniards  march  out  privately.  At  the  Entrance  of  the 
Caufey  are  difeovered  by  the  Indians,  who  attack  them  with  their  whole 
Power  both  by  Land  and  Water  ; they  get  clear  at  laft  with  great  Difficulty , 

and  confiderable  Lofs,  and  reach  the  Town  of  Tacuba.  23  2 

Chap.  XIX.  Cortez  marches  the  Road  towards  Tlafcala.  SomeTroops  from 
the  circumjacettt  Towns  follow  the  Army  at  a diftance , till  being  )oined  by 
the  Mexicans,  who  like  wife  purfue  him , they  attack  his  Rear , and  oblige 

him  to  take  Refuge  in  a Temple.  — 258 

Chap.  XX.  The  Spaniards  continue  their  Retreat.  They  undergo  great  fa- 
tigue and  Difficulties.  The  Army  readies  the  Valley  of  Ocuiftba,  where , 
in  a pitched  Battle , the  whole  Power  of  Mexico  is  utterly  defeated.  — 245 
_ '.v\  V ' ...  j . ,k  - \ - ■ 
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BOOK  V. 

CHap.  I.  The  Amy  marches  into  the  Province  of  Tlafcala,  and  quarters 
in  Gualipar  the  Caziques  and  Senators  come  to  mjit  G orteis : they  ce- 
lebrate his  Entry  into  their  City  with  {niblick  Rejoicings ; and  Cortez,  by 
frejb  Experience,  finds  he  had  fecured  the  Jffettions  of.  the  fa  People.  >pag.  i 
Chap.  II.  An  Account  comes  that  the  Province  of  Tepeaca  had  taken  up 
Anns.  Embaffadors  arrive  at  Tlafcala  from  Mexico.  A Eon] piracy,  car- 
ried on  by  Xicotencal  the  lounger,  againfl  ^Spaniards,  is  di f coved  d.  7 

Chap.  III.  Cortez  marches  into  the  Province  of  Tepeaca,  where  he  defeats 
the  Rebels  ; who,  fupported  by  the  .Mexicans,  offered  Battel  to  the  Spa- 
niards : He,  afterwards,  takes  their  City , which  he  fortifies,  and  calls  by 

the  Name  of  Segura  de  la  Frontera.  — — - . 12 

Chap.  IV.  Hernan  Cortez  fends  feveral  Captains  to  reduce  fame  rebellious 
Towns,  and  goes  him]  elf  .to  Guacachula  againfl  an  Army  of  Mexicans 

drawn  together  to  defend  their  Frontiers.  • 1 8 

Chap.  V.  Hernan  Cortez  makes  fame  Preparations  for  the  Enterprise  of 
Mexico ; he  accidentally  receives  a Reinforcement  of  Spaniards,  returns 

to  Tlafcala,  and  finds  Magifcatzin  dead.  - 25 

Chap.  VI.  A frefa  Succour  of  Spanifli  Soldiers  arrive  in  the  Army . The 
Men  who  came  with  Narbaez  are  importunate  for  their  DiJ'charge  and 
Return  to  Cuba,.  Hernan  Cortez  draws  up  a fecond  Relation  of  his 
Expedition,  and  difpatches  new  Envoys  to  the  Emperor  Charles  V.  3 r 
Chap.  VII.  The  Envoys  of  Hernan  Cortez  arrive  in  Spain,  and  pafa  on  to 
Medellin,  where  they  continue  till  the  Troubles  of  the  Kjngdrn  are  over  ; 
after  which,  they  go  to  the  Court,  and  prevail  to  have  the  Biff  op  of  Burgos 
fat  aftde  from  being  a fudge  in  the  Caufe  of  Cortez.  — - j 8 

Chap.  VIII.  Concludes  the  Affairs  of  the  precedent  Chapter.  • — 44 

Chap.  IX.  Cortez  receives  a new  Succour  of  Men  and  Ammunition  : he 
mufiers  his  Spanifh  Troops  ; and  the  Confederates  do  the  like,  after  his 
Example,:  He  publiffes  certain  military  Orders , and  begins  his  Mdrch, 
with  a Defign  to  poffefs  himfelf  of  Tezeuco.  * — • 50 

l Chap.  X.  The  Army  marches,  and  overcomes  fame  Diffcdties.  The  Kjng  of 
Tezeuco  fends  an  artful  Embaffy  to  Cortez ; he  returns  an  Arifwer  of 
the  fame  kind,  and  thereby  gains  Admittance  into  the  City  without  rfftf- 

tance.  — ’ V3 

Chap.  XI.  The  Amy  being  quartered  in  Tezeuco,  the  Nobles  come  and  offer 
to  ferve  in  it.  Cortez  reftores  the  Kjngdom  to  the  lawful  Succejfor,  leaving 

the  Tyrant  without  any  hopes  to  re-efiabliff)  himfelf.  62 

Chap.  XII.  The  new  Kjng  of  Tezeuco  is  baptized  with  pullick  Solemnity; 
Cortez  marches  with  part  of  the  Army  to  pqjjefs  himjelf  of  the  City  of 
Iztapalapa,  where  he  Jtands  in  need  of  all  his  Qircumfpebx ion,  to  prevent 
falling  into  an  Ambuff)  prepared  by  the  Mexicans.  66 

Chap.  XIII.  The  Provinces  of  Chaleo  and  Otumba  apply  to  Cortez  far  Re. 

lief  againfl  the  Mexicans.  He  orders  Gonzalo  de  Sandoval,  and  Fran- 
• • eifeo  de  Lugo  upon  that  Expedition  ; they  overthrow  the  Enemy,  and  lake 
fame  Prif oners  of  Rank,  by  whofe  means  Cortez  makes  Proportions  of  Peace 
to  the  Mexican  Emperor.  •■  ■■  • 1 ' 71 
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Chap.  XIV.  Gonzalo  de  Sandoval  conducts  the  Brigantines  to  Tezeuco. 
Whilji  they  are  finifbing , Hernan  Cortez  marches  out  with  pan  of  his 

Arm)  to  view  the  Borders  of  the  Lake.  76 

Chap.  XV.  Hernan  Cortez  marches  to  Yalcotan,  where  he  meets  with  Re- 
fillance  ; he  overcomes  that  Difficulty , and  goes  forward  with  his  Army  to 
Tacuba,  and  having  vanquished  the  Mexicans  in  feveral  Engagements 

makes  his  Retreat.  — - ^ 8 1 

Chap.  XVI.  A frefh  Succour  of  Spaniards  arrives  at  Tezeuco.  Sandoval 
marches  to  the  Relief  of  Chaleo;  defeats  the  Mexicans  twice  in  the 

open  Field,  and  takes  the  Town  of  Guaftepeque  and  Capiftlan.  87 

Chap.  XVII.  Cortez  marches  out  of  Tezeuco,  to  view  the  Lake  on  the  fide 
of  Suchimilco;  He  has  two  dangerous  Engagements  with  the  Enemy , who 
had  fortified  themfeives  upon  the  Mountains  of  Guaftepeque.  — 93 

Chap.  XVIII.  The  Army  pajjes  on  to  Quatlavaca,  where  the  Mexicans  re~ 
ceive  a new  Defeat ; from  thence  to  Suchimilco,  where  Cortez  f amounts 
a great  Difficulty , and  is  in  danger  of  being  loft.  ■ — 99 

Chap.  XIX.  AConfpiracy  of  fome  Spaniards  againfi  the  Life  of  Cortez,  is 
punifhed  by  the  Death  of  ^Spanifh  Soldier  ; and  a Sedition  of  fome  Tlaf- 

calans,  by  the  Death  of  Xicotencal.  10 6 

Chap.  XX.  The  Brigantines  are  launched , and  the  Army  divided  into  three 
Parts  for  attacking  the  City  at  the  fame  time,  by  the  Can few  ays  of  Ta- 
cuba,  Iztapalapa,  and  Cuyoacan.  Hernan  Cortez  advances  upon  the 

Lake , and  defeats  a great  Fleet  of  Mexican  Canoes. 112 

Chap.  XXI.  Cortez  goes  to  view  the  three  Bodies  of  his  Troops , as  they 
were  pofied  on  the  different  Caufeways  of  Cuyoacan,  Iztapalapa,  and 
Tacuba,  and  finds  that  in  each  Place  they  had  occafion  for  the  Ajjifiance 
of  the  Brigantines  ; whereupon  he  leaves  four  with  Gonzalo  de  Sandoval, 
four  with  Pedro  de  Alvarado,  and  retires  himfelf  to  Cuyoacan  with  the 

other  five . * ■ 1 1 7 

Chap.  XXII.  The  Mexicans  make  ufe  of  various  Stratagems  for  their  De- 
fence : they  lay  an  Ambuf cade  of  Canoes  for  the  Brigantines.  Hernan 
Cortez  receives  a confiderable  Defeat , and  is  forced  to  retire  to  Cuyoacan. 

12$ 

Chap.  XXIII.  The  Mexicans  celebrate  their  Viflory  with  the  Sacrifice  of  the 
Spanifh  Prifoners.  Guatimozin  terrifies  the  Confederates , and  occafions 
many  of  them  to  forjake  Cortez  ; but  they  return  in  greater  Numbers , and 

it  is  ref olved  to  make  Lodgments  within  the  City.  1 jo 

Chap.  XXIV.  Cortez  carries  on  his  three  Attacks  at  once . The  whole  Army 
joins  in  the  great  Square  of  Mexico,  called  Tlateluco.  Guatimozin  re- 
tires to  the  farthefi  Part  of  the  City . The  Mexicans  make  feveral  Efforts , 

and  ufe  divers  Stratagems , to  divert  the  Spaniards.  — i^6 

Chap.  XXV.  The  Mexicans  attempt  to  make  their  Retreat  hy  the  Lake.  They 
engage  the  Brigantines  with  their  Canoes,  in  order  to  facilitate  Guatimo- 
zi Ss  Efcape.  He  is  made  PriJ oner,  and  the  City  furrenders.  145 
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THE 

HISTORY 

Of  the  CONQUEST  of 

Mexico , or  New  Spain. 


BOOK  I. 


CHAP.  I. 

Shewing  the  Necessity  of  Dividing  the  Hfiory 
of  the  Indies  into  different  Parts , in  order  to  a 
thorough  mderftanding  of  it. 

T was  my  Intention,  for  fome 'Time,  to  continue 
the  General  Hiflory  of  the  We  st  Indies,  left 
by  Antonio  de  Herrera  in  the  Year  1554,  until 
I difcover’d  the  Difficulties  of  the  Undertaking. 
And  while  I perlifted  in  this  bold  Refolution,  I 
read,  and  carefully  obferv’d  what  both  before  and 
iince  his  Decades  has  been  written  by  our  own  Countrymen,  or 
by  Strangers,  relating  to  thofe  Difcoveries  and  Conquefts.  But  as 
the  Regions  of  that  newWorld  are  at  fo  great  aDiftancefrom  our 
Hemifphere,  I have  found  that  the  foreign  Writers  have  been  very 
daring,  and  no  lefs  malicious,  to  invent  whatfoever  they  have 
pleas’d  to  the  Difad  vantage  of  the  Spaniards',  {pending  whole  Vo- 
lumes in  blaming  the  Miftakes  of  fome  particular  Men,  in  order 
to  darken  the  Glory  of  the  worthy  Actions  perform’d  by  All  in 
i B common. 
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common.  I have  likewife  obferv’d , that  there  is  but  little  Uni- 
formity and  Agreement  in  the  Accounts  given  by  our  own  Wri- 
ters : A remarkable  Inftance  of  that  ordinary  Danger  to  which 
Truth  is  expos’d,  which  feldom  fails  to  be  disfigur’d  when  tranf- 
mitted  from  afar ; as  indeed  every  Thing,  in  proportion  as  it  is 
carried  from  its  Source,  lofes  of  its  native  Purity. 

T H e Obligation  I was  under  to  difprove  the  former*  and  the 
Defire  I had  of  reconciling  the  latter,  detain’d  me  in  the  Search 
of  Papers,  and  in  Expectation  of  fome  Memoirs  which  might 
ferve  as  a Foundation  to  my  Work : An  inglorious  Kind  of  La- 
bour ! our  Time  and  our  Application  being  fpent  in  Obfcurity, 
and  unfeen  by  the  World  : A Labour,  however,  from  which  no 
Hiftorian  can  be  exempted;  becaufe  he  is  to  draw  the  Truth,  which 
is  the  very  Soul  of  Hiftory,  pure  and  unmix’d,  out  of  that  con; 
fus’d  Medley  of  various  Accounts  5 the  Care  of  an  Author  in  this 
Refped  refembling  that  of  an  Archited,  who,  before  he  begins 
to  build,  firft  heaps  together  his  Materials,  and  then  from  that 
formlefs  Mafs  takes  every  Thing  neceflary  to  the  Execution  of 
Iris  Defign,  drawing  out  by  little  and  little  from  the  Drift  and 
Confufion  of  the  Storehouse  the  Beauties  and  Proportions  of  the 
Building. 

But  to  come  to  my  Subjed : I have  found  that  a General 
Hiftory  takes  in  fo  great  a Number  of  Fads  independent  upon 
each  other,  that  I have  thought  it  little  lefs  than  impoflible  to 
bring  them  together  without  a Confufion  ; a Difficulty  which, 
perhaps,  arifes  from  my  want  of  Capacity.  The  Hiftory  of  the 
Indies  has  for  its  Ground-work  three  great  Actions,  fuch  as  may 
vie  with  the  greateft  that  former  Ages  have  feen  : The  Exploits 
of  Chriflopher  Col&mbus , in  his  admirable  Navigation  and  firft  En- 
terprizes  upon  the  new  World;  the  Courage  and  Con  dud  of 
Hernan  Cortex  in  the  Conqueft  of  New  Spain,  the  Bounds  of 
whofe  vaft  Regions  are  ftill  unknown ; and  the  Labours  of  Fran- 
cifco  Pisano,  and  of  his  Succeflors,  who  fubdued  that  moft  ex- 
tenftve  Empire  of  South  America , a Theatre  of  various  Tragedies 
and  furprizing  Novelties.  Thefe  are  three  Subjeds  for  great  Hit 
tories,  which,  abounding  with  illuftrious  Achievements  and  won- 
derful Accidents  of  both  Kinds  of  Fortune,  furnifh  Matter  wor- 
thy of  our  Annals,  an  agreeable  Entertainment  for  the  Memory, 
and  ufeful  Examples  to  improve  our  Minds,  and  excite  our 
Courage.  But  as  in  the  General  Hiftory  of  the  Indies  thefe 
three.  Subjeds  are  blended  together,  and  each  of  them  in  parti- 
cular with  an  infinite  Number  of  lefs  confiderable  Enterprizes, 
it  is  no  eafy  Matter  to  reduce  them  to  the  Connexion  of  one 
ftngle  Narration,  nor  to  obferve  the  due  Order  of  Time,  with- 
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out  interrupting,  and  even  frequently  rending  to  Pieces  the  prin- 
cipal Story,  by  a Detail  of  Circumftanees. 

The  Matters  of  the  Art,  who  have  given  the  Name  of  Tran- 
fition  to  that  Step  which  an  Hiftorian  makes  from  one  Event  to 
another,  require  fo  juft  a Proportion  to  be  obferv’d  between  the 
Parts  and  the  Whole,  that  the  Body  of  the  Hiftory  may  neither 
appear  monftrous  by  a Superfluity  of  Members,  nor  yet  fail  to 
have  all  thofe  which  are  neceffary  to  preferve  a beautiful  Variety ; 
but  according  to  their  Precepts,  the  joining  of  thefe  Parts  mutt  be 
fo  nicely  wrought,  that  no  Eye  may  difcern  the  Texture ; nor 
mutt  the  Things  be  fo  different  as  to  be  unlike,  or  to  make  a 
Confufion.  And  this  delicate  Skill  of  interweaving  Events  in  fuch 
a Manner,  that  they  may  not  appear  Digreffions  one  from  an- 
other, is  the  greateft  Difficulty  to  an  Hiftorian : For  if  when  we 
are  to  refume  a Matter  we  had  dropp’d,  we  recapitulate  many 
of  its  Circumftanees,  we  inevitably  fall  into  the  Inconvenience 
of  Repetition  and  Prolixity ; and  if,  on  the  other  hand,  we 
negledf  to  do  it,  our  Style  becomes  unconnected  and  obfeure  : 
Vices  which  muff;  equally  be  avoided,  becaufe  they  ruin  the  belt 
Performances  of  an  Author. 

Th  i s Danger*  common  to  all  General  Hiftories,  is  greater 
and  almoft  unavoidable  in  ours : For  the  Weft  Indies  confift  of 
two  Empires  of  very  great  Extent ; each  of  which  contains  an- 
Infinity  of  Provinces,  and  innumerable  Iflands.  Within  thefe 
Limits  reign’d  divers  petty  Kings,  or  Caciques ; fome  of  them 
Dependent,  and  Tributaries  to  the  two  Emperors  of  Mexico  and 
Peru ; the  reft  were  fecur’d  in  their  Freedom  by  the  Diffance  of 
their  Situation.  All  thefe  Provinces,  or  little  Kingdoms,  were 
fo  many  feveral  Conquefts  by  different  Conquerors : Many  En- 
terprizes  were  form’d  at  one  and  the  fame  Time,  all  under  Brave 
Captains,  tho’  little  known.  They  conduced  fome  Troops  of 
Soldiers,  and  thefe  Troops  were  fitted  Armies;  not  without 
fome  Shew  of  Reafon,  if  we  confider  the  Greatnefs  of  their  De- 
figns,  and  their  Succefs  in  the  Execution.  Many  Battles  were 
fought  in  thefe  Expeditions  with  fome  Princes,  and  in  fome  Pro- 
vinces and  Places,  the  Names  of  which  were  difficult  not  only 
to  be  remember’d,  but  even  to  be  pronounc’d  : So  that  hence 
arofe  frequent  and  obfeure  Tranfitions  in  the  Hiftory  of  thofe 
Exploits,  and  the  Abundance  of  the  Matter  perplex’d  the  Narra- 
tion ; the  Hiftorian  being  oblig’d  frequently  to  leave  and  to  re- 
fume the  lefs  important  Adventures,  and  the  Reader  to  turn 
back  to  thofe  he  had  left  in  Sufpence,  or  to  keep  h is  Memory 
upon  a continual  Stretch. 


I DO 


4 


The  Hiftory  of  the  Conquest  Book  I. 

Ido  not  deny,  but  that  Antonio  de  Herrera , a very  careful 
Writer,  (whom  I not  only  ihall  endeavour  to  follow,  but  would 
gladly  imitate,)  has  labour’d  with  great  Succefs  in  the  difficult 
Talk  he  had  chofen  of  a General  Hiftory : Neverthelefs,  I do 
not  find  all  that  Perfpicuity  in  his  Decades  which  was  neceflary  to 
make  them  be  underftood  : Nor  was  it  poffible  for  him  to  be 
more  clear,  having  fuch  a Multitude  of  Adventures  to  relate, 
and  being  oblig’d  fo  often  to  quit  and  to  refume  them  as  the 
Order  and  Succeffion  of  Times  requir’d. 


CHAP.  IL 


The  Reafons  which  engag'd  the  Author  to  write  a 
feparate  Hifiory  of  North  America,  or  New 
Spain. 

Y Defign  is  to  recover  the  Hiftory  of  Nero  Spain  out 
of  this  Labyrinth  and  Obfcurity,  in  order  to  write  it 
feparately,  placing  it,  as  well  as  I am  able,  in  a fuch 
Light,  that  the  Mind  of  the  Reader  may  be  ftruck 
by  the  Wonderful  without  being  ffiock’d,  and  inllrufled  by 
the  Ufeful  without  being  difgufted.  I have  chofen  this  Sub- 
ject out  of  tfie  Three  which  I have  mention’d,  becaufe  the  Ex- 
ploits of  Chrijlopber  Colombus , and  the  firft  Conquefts  of  the  Iflands, 
and  of  Darien , not  being  intermix’d  with  any  other  Adventures, 
are  happily  and  diftinftly  related  in  the  firft  and  fecond  Decades 
of  Antonio  de  Herrera.  And  as  for  the  Hiftory  of  Peru,  it  is  to 
be  met  with  a-part  in  two  Tomes,  written  by  the  Inga , Garcilafo , 
an  Author  fo  exafit  in  his  Accounts,  and  fo  fmooth  and  agreeable 
in  his  Style,  (according  to  the  Elegance  of  his  Time,)  that  I 
fhould  blame  any  Man  as  too  ambitious,  who  ffiould  attempt  to 
excell  him,  and  give  great  Encomiums  to  whofoever  could  imi- 
tate him  in  profecuting  that  Hiftory.  But  New  Spain  either  is 
without  a Hiftory  which  deferves  that  Name,  or  ftands  in  need 
of  a Defence  againft  the  Reproaches  of  Pofterity. 

Franc  if co  Lope^  de  Gomara  is  the  firft  who  has  treated  this  Sub- 
jeft,  but  without  any  Care  or  Exaflnefs.  He  relates  what  he 
has  been  told,  and  affirms  it  with  an  exceffive  Credulity,  de- 
pending as  much  upon  what  he  has  heard,  as  if  he  had  been  an 

Eye- 
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Eye-witnefs  of  the  Faffs;  and  finding  no  Difficulty  in  Things 
improbable,  nor  Repugnance  in  Things  impoffible. 

Th  t s Author  is  followed  by  Antonio  dc  Herrera,  both  in  Time, 
and  in  fome  Part  of  his  Accounts ; and  after  him  comes  Bar* 
tbolome  Leonardo  de  Argenfola,  who  has  fallen  into  the  fame  Faults 
with  Herrera , and  is  lefs  excufable,  having  interwoven  the  firft 
Adventures  in  this  Conqueft  into  his  Annals  of  Arragon , treating 
them  in  fuch  a Manner,  as  to  appear  there  far  fetch’d,  and  to 
fill  only  the  Place  of  an  Epifode.  He  has  related  what  he  found 
in  Antonio  de  Herrera : And  though  his  Style  be  better,  yet  is  it 
fo  often  interrupted  and  perplex’d  by  the  Mixture  of  other  Ad- 
ventures, that  what  is  great  and  heroical  in  that  Enterprize,  is 
either  diminiffi’d  or  entirely  loft  by  the  Digreffions,  as  may  be 
feen  in  many  Parts  of  his  Hiftory. 

There  has  fince  come  abroad  a particular  Hiftory  of  New 
Spain , a Pofthumous  Work  of  Bernal  Dia%  del  Caftillo.  It  was 
brought  to  light  by  a Monk  of  the  Order  of  our  Lady  of  La 
Merced , he  having  found  the  Manufcript  in  the  Library  of  a 
great  and  learned  Minifter,  where  it  had  lain  conceal’d  for  ma- 
ny Years,  perhaps  on  account  of  fome  Inconveniences  which, 
at  the  Time  of  the  printing  it,  were  either  over-look’d,  or  un- 
known. It  pafles  at  prefent  for  an  authentick  Hiftory,  its  rough 
and  unpoliffi’d  Style  helping  it  to  look  like  Truth,  and  to  per- 
fwade  fome  of  the  Sincerity  of  its  Author.  But  though  he  has 
the  Advantage  of  having  been  an  Eye-witnefs  of  thole  Things 
he  has  recorded,  one  may  neverthelefs  difcover,  from  his  very 
Work,  that  he  was  not  fo  free  from  Paffion  in  his  Views,  as  to 
have  the  right  Government  of  his  Pen:  He  appears  as  well  fa- 
tisfy’d  with  his  Ingenuity,  as  ill  content  with  his  Fortune ; Envy 
and  Ambition  openly  ihew  themfelves  in  many  Parts  of  his  Book, 
thefe  two  intemperate  Paffions  frequently  breaking  forth  in  Com- 
plaints againft  Hernan  Cortex,  the  principal  Hero  of  this  Hiftory. 
He  endeavours  to  penetrate  his  Defigns,  that  he  may  throw  a 
Slur  upon,  and  correff  his  Counfels ; oftentimes  giving  out  a6 
infallible  Rules  for  Conduff  not  the  Orders  of  his  General,  and 
the  Difpofitions  made  by  him,  but  the  Murmurs  and  Mutter- 
ings  of  the  Soldiers  • although  in  this  Profeffion  there  are  as  ma- 
ny ftupid  ignorant  Creatures  as  elfewhere  ; and  in  all  Profeffions, 
it  is  equally  dangerous  to  fuffer  thofe  to  difpute,  who  are  born 
only  to  obey. 

These  are  the  Motives  which  have  engaged  me  to  enter 
upon  this  Subject,  endeavouring  to  clear  it  from  the  Obfcurity  in 
which  it  is  involv’d,  and  to  do  Juftice  to  injur  d Truth.  I 
ftiall-take  Help  from  thofe  Authors  I have  cited,  upon  all  Oc- 
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cafions  where  I lhall  have  no  reafonable  Ground  to  differ  from 
them;  and  I lhall  have  Recourfe  to  other  Accounts,  and  private 
Memoirs,  which  1 have  collected,  impartially  chuling  thofe  which 
are  molt  worthy  of  Credit,  for  the  forming  of  my  Relation.  I 
lhall  endeavour  to  avoid  Repetitions,  and  the  mentioning  of 
of  fuch  Things  as  ought  to  be  fuppofed,  wafting  no  Time  in 
recounting  minuter  Circumftances,  which  either  fully  the  Paper 
with  what  is  indecent,  or  fill  it  with  Things  unworthy  to  be  re- 
mark’d, and  ferve  more  to  fwell  the  Volume,  than  to  add  any 
thing  to  the  Dignity  of  the  Hiftory. 

But  before  I enter  upon  the  Execution  of  what  I have  un- 
dertaken, it  will  be  proper  to  give  an  Account  of  the  Pofture  of 
Affairs  in  Spain,  at  the  Time  when  the  Conqueft  of  the  new 
World  was  begun,  to  the  End  that  we  may  difcover  its  Origin, 
before  we  conlider  its  Progrefs,  and  that  this  Knowledge  may 
ferve  as  a Foundation  to  the  Building  we  are  going  to  raife. 


CHAP.  III. 

The  Calamities  which  Spain  labour'd  under , when 
the  Conqueji  of  Mexico  was  undertaken i 


HE  Year  i 5 1 7 is  no  lefs  memorable  in  this  Monarchy, 
for  the  Troubles  and  Diforders  with  which  it  was  ha- 
rafs’d,  than  for  the  many  Felicities  which  then  at- 
tended it.  Spain  was  at  that  Time  aflaulted  on  all  Sides 
by  Tumults,  Difcords,  and  FafHons,  its  Tranquility  being  di- 
fturb’cl  by  fuch  inteftine  Evils  as  threaten’d  its  utter  Ruin,  and 
the  People  remaining  in  their  Fidelity  rather  from  a Senfe  of 
their  Duty,  than  as  being  obedient  to  the  Curb  and  Reins  of 
Government.  At  the  fame  Time  a Way  was  opening  to  its 
greateft  Profperity  in  the  Weft  Indies , by  the  Difcovery  of  another 
Spain , by  which  it  not  only  extended  its  Limits,  but  renew’d 
and  doubled  its  Name.  Thus  Time  and  Fortune  fport  them- 
ielves  with  the  Things  of  this  World ; and  thus  Good  and  Evil 
are  either  always  mingled,  or  fucceed  each  other  with  a perpe- 
tual Revolution. 

In  the  Beginning  of  the  foregoing  Year  died  Don  Fernando 
the  Catholick,  and  the  Schemes  he  had  form’d  for  the  Preferva- 
tion  and  Augmentation  of  his  Dominions,  being  difconcerted  by 
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the  Death  of  their  Author,  the  great  Lofs  thefe  Kingdoms  had 
fuftain’d,  was  gradually  known  by  the  Difturbances  and  Difor- 
ders  in  the  publick  Affairs  which  follow’d  it;  as  the  Value  of 
Caufes  is  ufually  difcover’d  by  the  Importance  of  the  Effects. 

The  whole  Authority  of  the  Government  remain’d  in  the 
Hands  of  the  Cardinal- Archbifhop  of  Toledo , Don  Francifco 
Ximenes  de  Cifneros,  a Man  of  a refolute  Soul,  fuperior  Capa- 
city, and  invincible  Courage,  and  endow’d  in  an  equal  Degree 
with  Piety,  Prudence,  and  Fortitude : Thefe  moral  Virtues, 
and  heroick  Qualities,  were  all  united  in  him,  without  the  lealf 
Difcord  arifing  from  their  Diverfity.  But  he  was  fo  fond  of 
doing  every  Thing  the  beftWay,  and  fo  aftive  in  the  Support  of 
his  own  Opinion,  that  he  frequently  let  flip  an  Opportunity  of 
doing  well,  by  endeavouring  to  do  better ; and  his  Zeal  was  not 
fo  proper  for  correcting  turbulent  Spirits,  as  his  Integrity  was 
likely  to  provoke  them. 

The  Queen  Donna  Juana , Daughter  of  Don  Fernando  and 
ijabella , to  whom  the  Succeffion  of  the  Kingdom  rightfully  be- 
long’d, refided  at  Tordejiltas,  where  no  body  was  admitted  to  fee 
her,  by  reafon  of  the  unhappy  Accident  which  had  diforder’d 
her  Underftanding,  and  which,  by  the  too  ftrong  Impreffions  it 
had  made  upon  her  Imagination,  had  either  depriv’d  her  totally 
of  the  Ufe  of  Reafon,  or  brought  her  to  Reafon  incoherently 
of  thofe  Things  with  which  her  Fancy  was  poffefs’d. 

Prince  Charles , (the  Firft  of  that  Name  among  the  Kings  of 
Spain,  and  Fifth  among  the  Emperors  J whom  the  Accident  of 
his  Mother  had  brought  to  the  Crown  before  the  Time,  was 
holding  his  Court  in  Flanders.  And  as  he  was  yet  but  very 
young,  being  only  in  his  Seventeenth  Year,  as  lie  had  not  been 
educated  in  Spain , and  as  his  firft  Inclinations  were  preingag’d  in 
favour  of  the  Flemijl)  Minifters:  All  thefe  were  melancholy 
Circumftances,  which  made  his  Coming  be  apprehended,  even  by 
thofe  who  judg’d  it  necelfary  for  the  Good  of  the  State. 

The  Infanto  Don  Fernando  his  Brother,  though  of  fewer 
Years,  yet  wanting  not  a Maturity  of  Underftanding,  was  highly 
difpleas’d,  that  his  Grandfather  Don  Fernando  had  not  in  his  laft 
Will  named  him  to  be  Chief  Governor  of  thefe  Kingdoms,  as 
he  had  done  in  a former  one,  made  at  Burgos ; and  although  he 
ftrove  to  keep  himfelf  within  the  Bounds  of  his  Duty,  yet  he 
often  made  this  Reflection,  (and  heard  the  fame  from  others, 
who  were  near  him,)  That  had  he  never  been  nam’d  to  that 
Employment,  the  NegleCt  might  have  been  imputed  to  his  want 
of  Years;  but  to  exclude  him  after  he  had  been  once  namd, 
was  a Diftruft  of  another  kind,  which  put  a direCt  Aftront  upon 
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his  Perfon  and  Dignity  So  that  he  could  not  forbear  declaring 
iiow  little  he  was  iatished  with  the  new  Government  A Dii- 
content  exfremeiy  dangero®  at  that  Time,  becaufe  the  Minds 
of  the  People  being  in  a general  Difquiet,  and  ffrongly  inclin’d 
to  that  Prince,  -as  well  upon  Account  of  his  affable  Behaviour 
as  becaufe  he  had  been  born  and  bred  in  Caftille ; they  would’ 
undoubtedly  have  follow’d  him,  (in  cafe  of  a Difturbance  as 
Avas  apprehended,;  taking  Advantage  of  fo  natural  a Motion  to 
act  their  accultom  d Violences. 

i T^FSj-  PfrPlexltles  were  augmented  by  another,  which  gave 
the  Cardinal  Ximenes  no  Jefs  Unealinefs.  The  Dean  of  Lou- 

vam  Adriano  Florencio,  who  was  afterwards  Pope,  and  the 
Sixth  of  that  Name,  had  been  fent  from  Flanders^ to  hold  in 
Appearance  the  Rank  and  Quality  of  AmbalTador  at  the  Court 
of  King  Ferdmand-,  but  as  foon  as  that  King  was  dead,  he  pro- 

MWThe  P™erVhl5h>  till  then,  he  had  conceal’d,  to  lake 
Poffeffion  of  lus  Kingdoms,  m the  Name  of  Prince  Charles 
and  to  govern  in  his  Abfence.  This  occafion’d  a Conteft 
Which  was  managd  on  both  Sides  with  great  Warmth  The 
Queftion  was.  Whether  thefe  Powers,  or  thofe  with  whichThe 
Q.rdmd  was  inverted,  were  of  the  greater  Virtue  and  Autho- 
rity. The  Politicians  of  that  Time  manag’d  their  Arguments 
pon  it  with  too  much  Freedom,  and  little  Refpeft;  their  Rea- 
son,ngs  having  always  feme  Thufture  of  the  Paffions,  by  which 
they  were  animated  Thofe  who  were  fond  of  Novelty  pre- 
fer eGovM  lrd"MJ  Wa-  °nl>’  a Governor>  named  by  ano- 

heeotlieer  Kdath  °f  ai,e,enr  The  A^™ents  t 

the  other  Side  were  not  lefs  mfolent,  feeing  they  tended  to  In 

Excltilion  of  both  the  Minifters.  They  maintain'd  rW  i-l 

was  the  fame  Detefl  in  the  No^o^TriLfL^ 

o Prince  Charles  had  the  Advantage  of  being  lawful  Heir  to 

the  Crown  of  Spain  he  could  not,  during  the  Life  of  his  Mo- 

ler,  affume  any  other  Quality  than  that  of  Governor  in  the 

fame  Manner  as  his  Grandfather  had  done.  Thus  they  d 

clard  thofe  two  Princes  incapable  of  delegating  to  their  MaGf- 

trates  that  Sovereign  Authority,  which  being  infeparable  from 

Thf^11  °fre  §’  Cann0t  be  l0dg’d  In  that  of  a Governor 
e two  Governors  perceiving  that  both  the  Royal  ^utho 

r!ty,  and  their  own  Junididtion  were  ftrucfc  at  by  the  foment’ 

t f ^ ,C0,nCerted  t0g£ther  t0  ™«eythek  Powers’ 

a Harmn  Cf°  f T’  had  ^ u sen  able  in  Iike  ma™er,  to  form 
a Harmony  of  Genius;  but  the  pofitive  Humour  of  the  r 

Anal  was  courinually  claflling  w,V  the  mild  Temper  of  AdZ'. 

The 
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The  firft  was  inclin’d  to  fuller  no  Companion  in  his  Refolutions; 
and  the  other  fupported  his  with  little  Aflivity,  and  without 
any  Knowledge  of  the  Laws  and  Cuiloms  of  the  Nation.  This 
divided  Authority  occalioned  a like  Divifion  in  the  Obedience 
of  the  Subjefl,  producing  the  fame  Inconvenience  in  the  State, 
which  would  be  caus’d  by  two  Rudders  in  a Ship,  whole  diffe- 
rent Steerings  would  alone  create  a Tempeft  in  the  very  Midi! 
of  a Calm. 

The  Effefts  of  this  bad  Conftitution  were  prelently  known* 
the  ill-correfled  Humours,  with  which  the  Commonwealth 
abounded,  being  entirely  exafperated.  The  Cardinal  order’d 
( and  he  needed  but  little  Perfwafion  to  bring  over  his  Collegue 
to  his  Opinion)  that  all  the  Cities  and  Towns  of  the  King- 
dom fhould  arm  themfelves ; and  that  every  one  Ihould  lift  its 
Militia,  training  the  People  to  the  Ufe  of  their  Arms,  and  to 
the  Praftice  of  the  Obedience  due  to  their  Commanders;  to 
which  End  he  appointed  pay  for  the  Officers,  and  granted  Pri- 
vileges to  the  Soldiers.  Some  fay,  that  he  took  thefe  Mea- 
fures  in  View  to  his  own  Security;  and  others,  that  it  was  in 
Order  to  have  a Strength  fufficient  to  curb  the  Pride  of  the 
Grandees.  But  Experience  foon  made  appear,  that  it  was  an 
inconvenient  Step  at  that  Seafon : For  the  Grandees,  and 
thofe  who  poffefs’d  hereditary  Lordlhips,  took  Offence  at 
the  arming  of  the  People,  believing  a Report  which  had  been 
fpread,  not  to  be  without  fome  Foundation,  That  the  Go- 
vernors intended,  by  the  Help  of  this  Force,  to  examine  into 
the  Origin  of  their  Seignories,  and  their  Pretenlions  to  thofe 
Duties  they  exa fled  from  their  Vaffals.  And  even  among  the 
People  thefe  Meafures  had  different  Effefls : For  fome  Cities 
lifted  Men,  made  their  Mullers,  and  trained  their  Soldiers  to 
military  Exercifes ; but  in  others  they  look’d  on  thefe  Imita- 
tions of  War,  as  affefting  their  Liberty,  and  as  dangerous  to  the 
publick  Tranquillity:  This  Novelty  being  of  equal  bad  Con- 
fequence  in  all ; becaufe  thofe  Cities  which  continued  in  their 
Duty,  were,  however,  not  infenfible  of  the  Strength  they  had  to 
fupport  their  Difobedience  upon  Occalion ; and  thofe  that  were 
rebellious,  found  themfelves  in  a Condition  to  force  the  reft 
to  follow  them,  and  to  put  all  Things  into  Confufion. 
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CHAR  IV. 

The  Condition  of  the  dijiant  Kingdoms  and  the  Ijlands 
of  America,  'which  are  now  called  the  Weft  Indies. 


T this  Time  the  reft  of  the  Dominions  of  the  Crown  of 
Spain,  fuffer’d  no  lefs  than  Caftile ; there  was  fcarce  a 
Stone  that  did  not  move,  nor  a Part  from  whence  they 
had  not  Reafon  to  fear  the  Ruin  of  the  whole  Fa- 
brick.  Andalusia  groaned  under  the  Oppreffion  of  a Civil  War,  • 
Occafioned  by  Don  Pedro  Giron,  Son  to  the  Conde  de  Urenna,  that 
he  might  get  Polfellion  of  the  Eftates  belonging  to  the  Duke  of 
Medina  Sidonia , the  Succeffion  of  which  he  pretended  to,  by  Donna 
Mencia  de  Gunman,  his  Wife ; putting  the  Proof  of  his  Right 
upon  the  Decifion  of  Arms,  and  authorizing  Violence  with  the 
Name  of  Juftice. 

I n Navarre,  the  two  Parties  of  Beamont  and  Agramont,  be- 
gan to  break  out  again  with  Violence,  Names  which  made 
themfelves  famous  at  the  Expence  of  their  Country.  The  Beamon- 
tefe,  who  were  Partifans  of  the  King  of  Caflile,  called  the  attack- 
ing of  their  Enemies  the  Defence  of  Right:  And  the  Agra- 
mont eje,  who,  after  the  Death  of  Juan  de  la  Brit  and  Queen 
Catalina,  declared  for.  the  Prince  of  Bearne,  their  Son,  pre- 
fum’d upon  the  Protection  of  France,  with  whofe  Power  they 
threaten’d  their  Adverfaries ; both  the  one  and  the  other  Party 
Were  difficult  to  reduce;  both  cover’d  their  Hatred  with  the 
Appearances  of  Loyalty,  abuling  the  Name  of  the  King,  which 
only  ferved  as  a Pretence  for  Revenge  and  Sedition. 

I n Arragon  there  arofe  dangerous  Difputes  about  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  Kingdom ; which,  by  the  Will  of  King  Fernando, 
was  left  to  the  Care  of  his  Son  Don  Alphonfo,  Archbiihop  of  Zara- 
goza who  was  ftrenuotifly  oppos’d  by  the  chief  Magiftrate  in 
that  Kingdom,  Don  Juan  de  Lamina,  out  of  an  opinion,  (either 
real  or  afteCted,)  that  it  was  inconfiftent  with  the  Quiet  of  that 
Kingdom,  to  have  the  abfolute  Power  veiled  in  a Perfon  of 
fuch  ambitious  Thoughts. 

From  this  Beginning  fpnirig  Other  Difputes  among  the  No- 
bles, which  might  be  conlider’d  ’as  too  refin’d  Reafonings  upon 
the  Point  of  Loyalty ; but  as  thefe  Difcuffions  infecled  by  De- 
grees 
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grees  the  unreafoning  Minds  of  the  People,  they  endanger  d 

their  Obedience  and  Subjection. 

Catalonia  and  Valencia  were  laid  wafte  by  the  cuftomary 
Cruelty  of  their  Banditti,  who,  not  contented  with  command- 
ing the  Country,  poffefs’d  themfelves  of  the  fmaller  Towns,  and 
grew  terrible  to  the  Cities,  with  fo  much  Infolence  and  Securi- 
ty, that  the  Order  of  the  Commonwealth  being  difturbed,  the 
Magilfrates  abfconded,  and  Cruelty  prevailed  in  all  Places. 
Crimes  were  accounted  noble  Actions,  and  the  Pofterity  of  De- 
linquents became  illuftrious. 

I n Naples  the  proclaiming  of  Queen  Juana , and  Don 
Carlos , was  receiv’d  with  Applaufe;  but  even  in  the  Midft 
of  the  publick  Joy,  a feditious  Report  was  fpread,  the  Rife 
whereof  was  unknown,  but  the  Wickcdnefs  obvious. 

I t was  faid  that  King  Fernando  had  named  the  Duke  ol  Ca- 
labria, then  a Prifoner  in  the  Caftle  of  Xativa,  for  Heir  of  the 
Kingdom.  And  this  Report,  which  was  defervedly  flighted  in 
the  Beginning,  defended  to  the  Commonalty,  among  whom 
it  pafs’d  in  a Whifper  for  fome  Days,  untill  at  length  fwelhng 
with  Myftery,  it  broke  out  in  popular  Clamour,  and  open  Tu- 
mult; which  gave  great  Uneaflnefs  to  the  Nobility,  and  all  luch 

as  had  any  Regard  to  Reafon  and  Truth.  , B . 

I n Sicily  the  People  took  up  Arms  againft  fheir  v iceroy, 
Don  Hugo  de  Moncada,  with  fo  much  Fury,  that  he  was  fore  d 
to  leave  the  Government  in  the  Hands  of  the  Populace;  and 
thefe  Difturbances  began  to  take  deeper  Root  than  thole  at  ha- 
ples,  for  they  were  fomented  by  fome  of  the  Nobility ; w 10 
made  the  publick  Good  ( always  the  firft  Signal  of  Sedition ) 
a Pretence,  and  the  common  People  an  Inftrument  to  execute 
their  Revenge,  and  to  pafs  on  to  the  more  dangerous  Dehgns 


of  their  Ambition.  . c n 

Nor  were  the  Indies,  notwithftanding  their  Diftance,  free 

from  this  Infeftion,  which  extended  to  themoft  remote  Parts  of 

the  Monarchy.  At  that  Time  all  the  Conquefts  in  that  new 

World  confided  of  the  four  Iflands,  of  Santo  Domingo,  Cuba, 

San  Juan  de  Puerto  Rico,  and  Jamaica,  and  a fmall  Part  o t le 

Terra  Firma,  which  had  been  peopled  in  the  Province  °t  a- 

rien,  at  the  Entrance  of  the  Gulph  of  Uraba  within  which 

Bounds  was  contained  all  that  was  called  th eWeJl  In i tes.  1 

firft  Conquerors  gave  it  this  Name,  becaufe  in  eati  an 

Diftance  it  refembled  the  Eaft  Indies,  fo  call  d from  the  River 

Indus.  The  reft  of  this  Empire  confided  not  fo  muc  ti  in  any 

Thing  real,  as  in  the  Hopes  they  had  conceived  from  feyeral 

Difeveries  and  Inroads  made  by  fome  of  our  Captains  \ 

various 
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various  Succefs,  but  more  Danger  than  Profit ; btjt  in  that  lit- 
tle they  poffefs’d,  they  had  fo  far  forgotten  the  Y.jilour  of  the 
firft  Conquerors,  and  Covetoufnefs  was  fo  rooted  in  their 
Minds,  that  they  regarded  nothing  but  enriching  themfelves, 
in  utter  Defiance  to  Confidence  and  Reputation,  without  which 
two  Curbs,  a Man  is  left  to  his  own  Nature,  and  is  as  fiavage 
and  cruel  as  the  very  Brutes,  which  make  War  upon  him. 
There  came  nothing  from  thofe  Parts  now  but  Lamentations 
and  Complaints  of  what  they  fuffer’d.  Zeal  for  Religion 
and  the  publick  Good  gave  Way  entirely  to  the  Intereft  and 
Lull  of  private  Men,  and  they  were  continually  deftroying  the 
poor  Indians , who  groaned  under  the  heavy  Load,  labouring 
for  Gold  to  fatisfy  the  Avarice  of  other  Men,  and  were  forced 
to  feek  with  the  Sweat  of  their  Brow,  what  they  themfelves 
defpifed,  curling  the  ungrateful  Fertility  of  their  Country, 
as  the  Caufe  of  their  Slavery.  Thefe  Diforders  gave  great  Dii- 
turbance  to  Don  Fernando , who  was  particularly  defirous  to  pro- 
tect and  convert  the  Indians , (which  was  always  the  firft  Care 
of  our  Kings;)  to  which  End  he  gave  Orders,  publifhed  Laws, 
and  made  ufeof  different  Means,  which  loft  their  Force  by  the 
Difadvantage  of  their  Diftance,  as  an  Arrow  falls  ftiort  of  the 
Mark,  when  placed  at  too  great  a Diftance  from  the  Arm  that 
dire&s  it.  But  the  Death  of  the  King  happ’ning  before  he 
could  enjoy  the  Fruit  of  his  Labours,  the  Cardinal  enter’d  in 
good  Earneft,  into  the  Profecution  of  this  Delign,  deli- 
ring  to  put  that  Government  once  upon  a good  Footing ; to 
which  End  he  imploy’d  four  grave  Regulars  of  the  Order  of 
St.  Jerom,  fending  them  with  the  Character  of  Infpecfors,  and 
another  Minifter  of  his  own  Ele&ion,  to  accompany  them, 
with  Commiftion  of  Refidentiary  Judge;  to  the  End,  that  thofe 
two  Jurifdiftions  being  united,  might  extend  over  the  Whole: 
But  they  no  fooner  arrived  at  the  Iflands,  than  they  found  it 
impoflible  to  execute  the  Severity  of  their  Inftrudftions ; and  that 
the  Difference  is  great  between  Practice  and  Speculation;  and 
they  did  little  more  than  difcover  the  ill  State  of  that  Govern- 
ment, making  the  Difeafe  worfe  by  the  Weaknefs  of  the  Remedy. 
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The  Calamities  of  the  Monarchy  ceafe  on  the  Arrival 
of  Charles.  At  this  Time  began  the  Conqueft  of 
N Ew  Spain* 


N this  Condition  were  the  Affairs  of  the  Monarchy, 
when  Charles  took  Poffeflion,  and  arrived  in  Spain, 
in  the  Month  of  September  this  Year.  The  Storm  be- 
gan to  abate  upon  his  Coming,  and  the  Influence 
of  his  Prefence,  by  little  and  little,  introduc’d  a Calm.  The 
firft  Effects  of  this  happy  Change  were  perceived  in  Caftile,  whofe 
Tranquillity  communicated  it  felf  to  the  reft  of  the  Kingdoms 
of  Spain , and  afterwards  reach’d  to  the  Dominions  abroad ; as 
in  a human  Body,  the  natural  Heat  diftributes  it  felf,  pafling 
from  the  Heart  to  the  Benefit  of  the  moft  diftant  Members. 
In  ftiort,  the  Influence  of  the  new  King  extended  to  America , 
his  Name  doing  as  much  there,  as  his  Prefence  did  in  Spain. 
The  Minds  of  Men  became  difpofed  to  great  Undertakings; 
the  Courage  of  the  Soldiers  increafed;  and  they  began  the  firft 
Operations  which  preceeded  the  Conqueft  of  Neva  Spain,  the 
Empire  of  which  Heaven  had  deftincd  to  fignalize  the  Begin- 
ning of  the  Reign  of  this  auguft  Monarch. 

The  Ifland  of  Cuba  was  at  that  Time  governed  by  Captain 
Die 00  Felafquezi , who  went  thither  as  Lieutenant  to  the  fecond 
Admiral  of  the  Indies,  Don  Diego  Colon,  with  fuch  good  for- 
tune, that  the  Conqueft  of  it  was  owing  to  him,  and  the  greateft 
Part  of  the  Settlement. 

A s that  Ifland  was  the  moft  Weftem  of  thofe  that  had  been 
difcover’d,  and  neareft  to  the  Continent  of  North  America , they 
had  there  large  Accounts  of  other  Lands,  not  far  diftant,  tho’ it 
was  ftillaDoubt  whether  they  were  Iflands,  or  not.  They  talk  d, 
however,  of  the  Riches  of  thofe  Countries  with  as  much  Certain- 
ty, as  if  they  had  feen  them ; whether  it  be  that  this  Confi- 
dence was  grounded  upon  what  Experience  had  difcover  d in  the 
Conquefts  already  made,  or  that  the  Profperities^  with  which 
we  flatter  our  felves,  have  but  a ftiort  Step  to  make  from  t e 
Fancy  to  abfolute  Belief. 
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The  great  Idea  conceived  of  thofe  Parts  encreafed  at  this 
Time  by  what  thofe  Soldiers  related,  who  accompanied  Fran - 
cifco  Fernandez,  de  Cordova  in  the  Difcoyery  of  Yucatan , a Pe- 
ninfula  fcituate  on  the  Confines  of  New  Spain.  And  altho’ 
this  Undertaking  was  not  profperous,  and  they  could  not  at 
that  Time  make  a Conqueft,  becaufe  the  Captain  and  the  greateft 
Part  of  his  Men  died  gallantly  in  the  Attempt,  yet  at  lead:  they 
were  fatisfied  of  the  Reality  of  thofe  Countries ; and  the  Sol- 
diers, who  arrived  at  this  Time,  altho’  wounded  and  overcome, 
were  fo  little  daunted,  that  even  in  magnifying  what  they  had 
fuffer’d,  they  lhewed  an  Inclination  to  return  to  the  Enter- 
prize,  and  infufed  the  fame  Defire  into  the  reft  of  the  Spaniards 
of  the  Iiland;  not  fo  much  by  what  they  faid,  as  by  Ihewing 
fome  little  Toys  of  Gold,  which  they  brought  from  the  newdife 
cover’d  Country,  under  the  Standard,  and  in  fmall  Quantity, 
but  fo  much  heighten’d  in  Value  by  the  Strength  of  Imagination, 
that  they  all  began  to  promife  themfelves  great  Riches  from  this 
Conqueft,  and  to  raife  mighty  Structures  in  Fancy  upon  the 
Foundation  of  what  they  had  feen. 

Some  Writers  do  not  allow  that  this  firft  Gold,  or  Metal 
mix’d  with  it,  came  at  that  Time  from  Yucatan,  grounding 
their  Opinion  on  that  Province’s  not  producing  any,  and  the 
Eafinefs  of  contradi&ing  what  no  body  maintains.  We  follow 
thofe  who  relate  what  they  faw,  without  finding  any  great 
Difficulty  in  believing  that  Gold  might  come  from  fome  other 
Part  to  Yucatan,  well  knowing  that  to  produce  it,  and  to  have 
it,  are  different  Things.  It  appears  by  their  not  finding  it  any 
where  but  in  the  Temples,  that  thole  Indians  efteem’d  it  as 
iomething  excellent,  fince  they  applied  it  folely  to  the  Worlhip 
of  their  Gods. 

Diego  Felafqucz  feeing  the  Name  of  Yucatan  in  fo  much 
Credit  with  every  one,  began  to  entertain  Thoughts  of  railing 
himfelf  to  farther  Greatnefs,  as  one  who  found  himfelf  uneafy 
in  acknowledging  Admiral  Diego  de  Colon  his  Superior  in  that 
Government;  a Dependance  now  more  nominal  than  real, 
but  yet  fuch,  as  when  he  confider’d  his  Rank  and  great  Suc- 
eeffes,  gave  him  inward  Trouble,  and  deftroy’d  the  Reliffi  of 
his  good  Fortune.  With  this  View  he  treated  with  feveral  Per- 
fons  to  return  upon  this  Difcovery,  and  conceiving  new  Hopes 
from  the  Ardour,  with  which  the  Soldiers  offered  themfelves, 
he  publiffi’d  his  Defign.  Men  were  lifted,  and  three  Veffels  and 
a Brigantine  fitted  out,  and  well  ftor’d  with  Ammunition  and 
Provifions.  He  appointed  Juan  de  Grijalva,  a Relation  of  his 
own,  to  be  Commander  in  Chief;  and  Pedro  de  Alvarado,  Francifco 
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de  Montexo , and  Alonfo  Davila , to  command  under  him,  Men  of  emi- 
nent Rank,  and  highly  efteemed  in  thofe  Illands  for  their  Valour 
and  Humanity,  the  molt  valuable  Kind  of  Nobility.  But  not- 
withftanding  they  eafily  alfembled  about  two  hundred  and  fif- 
ty Soldiers,  including  in  this  Number  Pilots  and  Mariners,  and 
made  all  the  Difpatch  which  Men,  fo  eager  on  their  Enterprize, 
could  poffibly  do,  they  did  not  put  to  Sea  until  the  Eighth  of 
Apr  ill,  the  Year  following*  1518. 

They  fet  out  with  a Defign  to  follow  the  fame  Courfe  they 
did  the  Year  bh|ore_yTuC  falling  off  fome  Degrees,  by  the 
Strength  of  the  Currents,  they  came  upon  the  Ille  of  Cozumel, 
(the  firft  Difcovery  in  this  Voyage,)  where  they  refrelhed  them- 
felves,  without  any  Opposition  from  the  Natives;  and  return- 
ing on  board,  they  flood  their  Courfe,  and  in  few  Days  found 
themfelves  in  Sight  of  fucatan ; and  having  doubled  the  Point 
of  Cotocbe , the  moft  Eaftern  Part  of  that  Province,  they  flood 
Wefterly,  with  the  Larboard  to  the  Shore,  which  they  coafted, 
until  they  arrived  at  Potoncban , or  Cbampoton,  where  Francifco 
Fernandes  de  Cordova  was  routed  and  killed  : To  revenge  whofe 
Death,  more  than  out  of  any  Neceflity,  they  landed;  and  having 
vanquish’d  and  terrified  thole  Indians , determined  to  purfue  their 
Difcovery. 

They  flood  Wefterly  by  common  Confent,  without  keep- 
ing at  a greater  Diftance  from  the  Land  than  was  neceffary  for 
their  Safety,  and  difcover’d  on  a Part  of  the  Coaft  (which  ex- 
tended a great  Way,  and  appeared  very  delightful)  feveral  Towns, 
with  Buildings  of  Stone,  which  very  much  lurprifed  them  ; and 
in  the  Confufion,  with  which  they  were  a 11  making  their  Ob- 
fervations,  their  Fancies  reprefented  them  as  great  Cities,  with 
Towers  and  Pinnacles ; Objects  at  this  Time,  contrary  to  the  or- 
dinary Rule,  appearing  greater,  as  they  were  more  diftant.  And 
becaufe  one  of  the  Soldiers  at  that  Time  faid,  that  this  Country 
was  like  Spain,  the  Comparifon  fo  much  pleafed  the  Hearers, 
and  made  fuch  an  Impreffion  upon  them  all,  that  we  have  no 
Account  of  any  other  Beginning  of  the  Name  of  Neva  Spain , 
given  to  that  Country : Words  accidentally  fpoken,  but  fo  fuc- 
cefsfully  repeated,  that  without  any  Propriety  or  Beauty  to  re- 
commend them,  they  have  fixed  themfelves  for  ever  on  the  Me- 
mories of  Men. 
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Juan  de  Grijalva  enters  the  River  of  Tobafco. 

UR  Veflels  followed  the  Coaft,  until  fuch  Time  as 
they  came  to  the  Place  where  the  River  Tobafco,  one 
of  the  navigable  Rivers  which  runs  into  the  Gulph  of 
Mexico,  difcharges  it  felf  at  two  Mouths.  From  the 
Time  of  this  Difcovery,  it  was  called  the  River  of  Grijalva ; but 
the  Province,  water’d  by  it,  fcituate  on  the  Frontiers  of  New  Spain, 
between  Yucatan  and  Gua^acoalco , retains  the  old  Name.  In  thefe 
Parts  they  difcover’d  fpacious  Groves,  and  fo  many  Towns  be- 
tween the  two  Rivers,  that  with  the  Hopes  of  making  a confi- 
derable  Progrefs  here,  Juan  de  Grijalva  refolved  (with  the  Ap- 
probation of  his  Men)  to  go  up  the  River,  and  take  a View  of  the 
Country;  and  finding  by  the  Soundings,  that  he  could  only 
make  ufe  of  the  two  lelfer  Veflels,  he  embarked  all  his  Sol- 
diers on  board  them,  and  left  the  other  two  at  an  Anchor,  with 
Part  of  the  Sailors. 

They  began,  not  without  fome  Difficulty,  to  overcome  the 
Strength  of  the  Current;  when  they  perceived  at  a little  Dif- 
tance,  a confiderable  Number  of  Canoes,  filled  with  armed  In- 
dians, and  on  the  Shore  feveral  fmall  Bodies  of  Men,  who  feemed 
prepared  for  an  Engagement;  and  who  both  by  their  Voices  and 
Motions,  which  were  now  diftinguilhable,  endeavour’d  to  per- 
fwade  the  Spaniards,  that  their  Landing  would  be  difficult;  their 
Gefiures  being  fuch  as  Men  in  Fear  are  wont  to  ufe,  who 
would  keep  off  Danger  by  Menaces.  But  our  People,  accuftom’d 
to  greater  Enterprizes,  approach’d  in  good  Order  until  the  two 
Parties  were  within  Reach  of  one  another’s  Weapons.  The  General 
commanded  that  no  one  fliould  fire,  or  make  any  Signal,  but 
of  Peace ; and  the  Admiration  the  Indians  were  in  at  the  Make 
of  the  Ships,  and  Difference  of  the  Men  and  Habits,  feemed  to 
have  impos’d  upon  them  the  fame  Orders ; for  they  flood  with- 
out Motion,  as  deprived  of  the  Ufe  of  their  Hands,  by  the 
Aftonifliment  under  which  their  Eyes  had  brought  them.  Gri- 
jalva made  ufe  of  this  feafonable  and  accidental  Amufement, 
wherein  he  found  the  Enemy,  to  leap  on  Shore,  followed  by  a 
Part  of  his  Men,  with  great  Expedition,  and  without  any 

Danger. 


Book  I.  o/MExicci,  or  New  Spain,  ij 

Danger.  He  drew  them  up,  and  erected  the  Royal  Standard : 
And  after  thofe  cuftomary  Solemnities  were  performed,  which 
being  little  more  than  Ceremonies,  were  yet  called  Acts  of 
Polfeffion,  he  endeavour’d  to  make  the  Indians  underhand, 
that  he  came  in  Peace,  without  any  Defign  to  offend  them. 
This  Melfage  was  carried  by  two  Indian  Boys,  who  were  made 
Prifoners  in  the  firft  Expedition  to  Yucatan,  and  at  their  Bap- 
tifm  had  the  Names  of  Julian  and  Melchor.  They  underftood 
the  Language  of  Tobafco,  as  being  like  that  of  their  own  Country; 
and  they  had  learn’d  ours,  fo  that  they  made  themfelves  un- 
derftood with  fome  Difficulty ; but  in  a Country  where  they 
were  often  forc’d  to  fpeak  by  Signs,  that  indifferent  Interpre- 
tation pafs’d  for  Eloquence. 

The  Refultof  thisEmbaffy  wasfuch,  that  about  thirty  Indians 
had  the  Boldnefs  to  draw  nearer  in  four  Canoes,  with  fome 
Precaution. 

Canoes  were  Boates,  made  of  the  Trunks  of  Trees, 
work’d  hollow  after  fuch  a Manner,  that  fome  were  capable 
of  holding  fifteen  or  twenty  Men;  fuch  is  the  Largenefs  of 
thofe  Trees,  and  the  Fertility  of  the  Country  that  produces 
them.  They  faluted  each  other  courteoufly ; and  Juan  de  Gri- 
jalva, after  having  removed  their  Appreheniions  by  fome  Pre- 
fents,  made  them  a fhort  Difcourfe,  giving  them  to  untlerftand, 
by  the  Help  of  his  Interpreters,  that  he  and  his  Soldiers  were 
VafTals  to  a powerful  Monarch,  who  poflefs’d  an  Empire  where 
the  Sun  rifes ; in  whole  Name  he  came  to  offer  them 
Peace,  and  great  Advantages,  if  they  would  become  his  Subjects. 
They  heard  his  Propofition  with  the  Marks  of  a difagreeable 
Attention;  and  we  muft  not  omit  the  natural  Difcretion  of  one 
of  thofe  Barbarians , who  filencing  the  reft,  anfwer’d  Grijalva, 
with  Firmnefs  and  Refolution,  That  he  did  not  efteem  that  to 
be  a good  Kind  of  Peace,  which  he  was  defirous  to  introduce 
by  Subjection  and  Vaffalage  ; and  that  he  could  not  but  wonder 
at  it  as  a Thing  very  propofterous,  that  he  ihould  talk  to  them 
of  a new  Mafter,  before  he  knew  whether  they  were  difcon- 
tented  with  him  they  already  had:  But  that  as  to  the  Point  of 
Peace  or  War,  (for  they  had  nothing  elfe  there  to  difcourfe  of,) 
they  would  fpeak  of  it  to  their  Superiors,  and  return  with  their 
Anfwer.  They  took  leave  with  this  Refolution,  and  our  Peo- 
ple remained  equally  furprized  and  concerned.  The  Satisfaction 
of  having  found  Indians  of  more  Reafon,  and  better  Difcourfe 
than  ufual,  being  allay’d  by  the  Difficulties  they  expected  to  me$t 
with  in  conquering  them ; for  they  rightly  concluded,  That  thofe 
who  knew  how  to  difcourfe  fo  well,  would  alfo  know  how  to 
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fight,  or  that  at  leaft  they  had  Reafon  to  apprehend  a different  Kind 
of  Valour  with  their  different  Underftandings ; it  being  certain 
that  in  War  the  Head  does  more  than  the  Hands.  But  thefe 
Confiderations  of  the  Danger  (on  which  both  Captains  and  Sol- 
diers varioufly  reafoned)  pafs’d  as  prudent  Reflections,  but 
made  little  or  no  Impreflion  on  their  Hearts.  They  were  un- 
deceived in  a little  Time,  for  the  fame  Indians  returned  with 
Signals  of  Peace,  faying,  That  their  Caziques  did  accept  it,  not 
that  they  feared  War,  or  were  fo  ealily  to  be  overcome  as  the 
People  of  Yucatan , (whofe  Defeat  they  had  learn’d,)  but  becaufe 
our  Men  having  left  Peace  or  War  to  their  Election,  they 
thought  themfelves  obliged  to  chufe  the  bell ; and  in  Token  of 
the  new  Friendlhip  they  were  going  to  eftablilh,  they  brought  a 
plentiful  Regale  of  Provifions  and  Fruits.  A little  after  came  the 
principal  Cazique,  with  a blender  Attendance  of  unarmed  People, 
thereby  giving  to  underhand  the  Confidence  he  had  in  his  Guefts, 
and  that  he  came  fecure  in  his  own  Sincerity.  Grijalva  received 
him  with  Demonftrations  of  Satisfaction  and  Courtefy,  and  the 
Indian  made  a Return  in  Submiffions  after  his  Manner,  accom- 
panied with  an  Air  of  Gravity,  either  real  or  affeCted.  After 
the  firft  Compliments,  he  order’d  his  Servants  to  come  up  with 
another  Prefent  (which  he  had  brought)  of  divers  Curiofities, 
of  more  Workmanffiip  than  Value:  Plumes  of  various  Colours; 
Robes  of  fine  Cotton,  with  fome  Figures  of  Animals  to  adorn 
them,  made  of  Gold,  thin  and  light,  or  curioufly  wrought  in 
Wood,  fet  in  Gold,  or  overlaid  with  it ; and  without  flaying 
for  the  Acknowledgements  of  Grijalva , the  Cazique  gave  him  to 
underhand,  by  the  Help  of  his  Interpreters,  that  his  Defign 
was  Peace,  and  that  the  Intention  of  that  Prefent  was,  to  take  a 
friendly  Leave  of  his  Guefts,  in  order  to  maintain  it.  Grijalva 
anfwered  him,  That  he  very  much  efteem’d  his  Liberality;  and 
that  his  Purpofe  was  to  pafs  forwards,  without  making  any 
Stop,  or  giving  him  any  Umbrage : A Refolution  to  which  he 
inclined,  partly  out  of  the  generous  Return  to  the  good  Beha- 
viour of  thofe  People,  and  the  Confidence  they  had  plac’d  in 
him ; and  partly  for  the  Conveniency  of  a Retreat,  and  of  having 
Friends  at  his  Back,  in  cafe  of  any  Accident  that  might  occur. 
And  fo  he  took  his  leave,  and  re-embark’d,  having  firft  pre- 
ferred the  Cazique  and  his  Servants  with  fome  Caflillian  Trifles, 
which  altho’  of  very  little  Value,  bore  a Price  for  their  Novelty; 
which  fliould  be  lefs  furpriling  to  the  Spaniards  now  a Days,  when 
they  themfelves  buy  foreign  Glafles  at  fuch  exceffive  Rates. 

Antonio  de  Herrera , and  thofe  who  follow  him,  or  have 
writ  iince,  affirm,  that  the  Cazique  preiented  Grijalva  with  a 
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Suit  of  Armour  of  fine  Gold,  with  all  the  Pieces  belonging  to 
it;  that  he  armed  himfelf  compleatly  with  them  ; and  that  they 
fitted  him  as  well  as  if  they  had  been  made  for  him,  a Circurn- 
ftance  too  remarkable  to  have  been  omitted  by  more  antient 
Authors.  He  took  it,  perhaps,  from  Francifco  Lopcz^  de  Gomara , 
whom  he  ufes  to  rejedf  on  other  Occafions  ; but  Bernal  Diagdel 
Caflillo , who  was  there  prefent,  and  Gon^alo  Fernandes  de  Oviedo , 
who  wrote  at  that  Time  in  the  Ifland  of  Santo  Domingo , make 
no  mention  of  thefe  Arms,  altho’  both  give  a minute  Account 
of  all  the  Curiofities  brought  from  Tobajco.  I leave  it  to  the 
Judgment  of  the  Reader  what  Credit  is  to  be  given  to  thole  Au- 
thors, defiring  only  the  Liberty  to  relate  the  Story,  without 
blaming  any  one  for  doubting  the  Truth  of  it. 


CHAR  VII. 


Juan  de  Grijalva  profecutes  his  Voyage,  and  enters 
the  River  of  Flags,  where  he  has  the  firfl  Ac- 
count of  the  Mexican  King  Motezuma. 

R 1JALVA  and  his  Companions  purfued  their  Voyage, 
[landing  the  fame  Courfe,  ftill  difcovering  new  Lands 
and  Towns,  without  any  memorable  Accident,  un- 
til they  came  to  a River,  which  they  call  d the  River 
of  Flags ; becaufe  on  the  Shore  and  neighbouring  Coafls,.  they 
faw  a great  Number  of  Indians , with  white  Flags  hanging  at 
the  Tops  of  their  Spears,  and  who,  by  their  Manner  of  waving 
them,  together  with  their  Signals,  Cries,  and  different  Motions, 
made  a Shew  of  Peace,  and  leemed  rather  to  invite  Paffengers 
than  forbid  them.  Grijalva  order’d  Francifco  de  Montejo  to  ad- 
vance with  fome  of  his  Men  in  two  Boats,  to  try  the  Entrance 
of  the  River,  and  difcover  the  Intentions  of  thofe  Indians.  This 
Captain  finding  a good  Anchoring  Place,  and  little  to  apprehend 
from  the  Behaviour  of  the  People,  gave  Notice  to  the  re  to 
come  up.  They  all  landed,  and  were  received  with  great  Ad- 
miration and  Marks  of  Joy  by  the  Indians  : From  among 
whom,  affembled  in  great  Numbers,  three  advanced,  who , by 
the  Ornaments  of  their  Habits,  feemed  the  principal  Men  ot 
the  Country;  and  flopping  fo  long  as  was  neceflary  to  oblerve 
who  was  the  chief  Commander,  by  the  Refpefl  the  others  paid 
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him,  they  went  diredtly  up  to  Grijalva,  whom  they  accofted  with 
great  Reverence,  and  who  received  them  with  equal  Courtefy. 
Our  Interpreters  did  not  underhand  the  Language  of  this  Coun- 
try, fo  that  the  Compliments  were  made  by  civil  Signs,  with 
fome  Words  of  more  Sound  than  Signification. 

After  this  they  faw  a Banquet,  which  the  Indians  had 
provided  of  different  Sorts  of  Food,  plac’d,  or  rather  flung  up- 
on Mats  of  Palm,  under  the  Shade  of  the  Trees ; a ruftick  and 
diforderly  Plenty,  but  n'ot  the  lefs  grateful  to  the  Tafte  of  the 
hungry  Soldiers.  After  which  Refreshment,  the  three  Indians 
commanded  their  People  to  Ihew  fome  Pieces  of  Gold,  which 
they  had  concealed  till  theh;  and  by  their  Manner  of  /hewing 
and  holding  them,  it  was  underftood  that  they  did  not  delign 
to  make  a Prefent  of  them,  but  to  purchafe  with  them  the 
Merehawdfee  of  the  Ships',  the  Fame  of  which  had  already 
reach’d  their  Ears3.  Prefently  a Faff  Was  open’d  for  Strings  of 
Beads,  Combs,  Knives,  and  other  Inftruments  of  Iron  and  Al- 
chimy,  which  in  that  Country  might  be  called  Jewels  of  great 
Price,  the  Fondnefs  of  the  Indians  for  thofe  Trifles  giving  them 
a real  Value.  1'hey  were  exchanged  for  Implements,  and  Trin- 
kets of  Gold,  not  of  the  greateft  Finenefs,  but  in  fuch  Abundance, 
that  in  the  fix  Days  the  Spaniards  flopp’d  there,  the  Ranfomes 
amounted  to  fifteen  thoufand  Pefo’s. 

We  don’t  know  with  what  Propriety  they  gave  the  Name  of 
Ranfomes  to  this  Kind  of  Trucking,  nor  why  they  called  it  Ran- 
fomed  Gold,  which  in  Truth  was  deliver’d  over  to  a greater 
Slavery,  and  had  more  Liberty  where  it  was  lefs  efteemed : But  I 
fliall  make  ufe  of  this  Expreflion,  becaufe  I find  it  introduced  in- 
to our  Hiftories,  and  before  them  into  the  Hiftory  of  the  Eafl  In- 
dies', it  being  granted  that  in  the  Manner  of  fpeaking,  whereby 
Things  are  explained,  the  Reafon  is  not  fo  much  to  be  fought 
after,  as  the  Cuftom,  which  according  to  the  Opinion  of  Ho- 
race, is  the  true  Judge  of  Language,  and  either  gives  or  takes 
away,  as  it  pleafes,  that  Harmony  which  the  Ear  finds  between 
Sounds  and  their  Signification. 

Juan  de  Grijalva  finding  that  the  Ranfomes  were  at  an  End, 
and  the  Ships  in  fome  Danger,  by  being  expofed  to  the  North 
Wind,  took  his  leave  of  thofe  People,  who  remained  pleafed 
and  thankful.  He  confulted  about  purfuing  his  intended  Dif- 
covery,  having  underftood  by  Signs  that  thefe  three  Indian 
Chiefs  were  Subjects  to  a Monarch  called  Motezjuma,  whofe  Em- 
pire extended  over  numerous  Countries  abounding  with  Gold, 
and  other  Riches;  and  that  they  came  by  his  Order  to  examine, 
after  a peaceable  Manner,  into  the  Intentions  of  our  People, 
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whofe  Neighbourhood,  in  all  Appearance,  gave  him  Difturbance. 
Some  Writers  run  into  larger  Accounts,  but  it  doth  not  feem 
eafy  to  conceive  whence  they  could  have  gained  their  Knowledge, 
nor  was  it  a fmall  Matter  to  learn  fo  much  as  we  have  related, 
where  People  were  oblig’d  to  fpeak  with  their  Hands,  and  urn 
derftand  by  their  Eyes. 

They  failed  on,  without  lofing  Sight  of  Land,  and  paffing 
by  two  or  three  Iflands  of  fmall  Note,  landed  in  one  they 
called  the  IJIand  of  Sacrifices , becaufe  going  in  to  view  a Houle 
of  Lime  and  Stone,  which  overlooked  the  reft,  chey  found 
feyeral  Idols  of  a horrible  Figure,  and  a more  horrible  Worftiip 
paid  to  them ; for  near  the  Steps  where  they  were  plac’d,  were 
theCarkafles  of  fix  or  feven  Men,  newly  facrificed,  cut  to  Pieces, 
and  their  Entrails  laid  open.  This  miferable  Sight  ftruck  our 
People  with  Horror,  and  a defied  them  with  different  Sentiments, 
their  Hearts  being  filled  with  Compaffion,  at  the  fame  Time  that 
they  were  enraged  at  the  Abomination. 

They  ftaid  but  a little  while  in  this  Ifiand,  becaufe  the  In- 
habitants feemed  to  be  in  a Confternation ; fo  that  the  Ran- 
fomes  were  not  confiderable.  Upon  which  they  pafs’d  on  to 
another,  which  Was  not  far  from  the  Main  Land,  and  fo  lituated, 
that  between  that  and  the  Coaft  there  was  fufficient  Room  and 
convenient  Shelter  for  the  Ships.  They  called  it  the  Ifland  of 
St.  Juan , becaufe  they  arrived  there  on  the  Day  of  the  Baptift, 
and  likewife  in  Refpefl  to  the  Name  of  their  General,  mixing 
Devotion  with  Flattery ; and  becaufe  an  Indian , who  was  point- 
ing with  his  Hand  towards  the  Main  Land,  giving  them  to  un- 
derftand  how  it  was  called,  repeated  feveral  Times,  with  a bad 
Pronunciation,  the  Word  Culua ! Culua  ! This  gave  Occafion  to  the 
Sirname,  by  which  they  diftinguiftied  it  from  St.  Juan  de  Puer- 
to Rico,  calling  it  St.  Juan  de  Vlua:  A little  Ifiand  of  more 
Sand  than  Soil ; and  which  lay  fo  low,  that  fometimes  it  was 
cover’d  by  the  Sea.  But  from  thefe  humble  Beginnings,  it  be- 
came the  moft  frequented  and  molt  celebrated  Port  of  New 
Spain,  on  that  Side  which  is  bounded  by  the  North  Sea. 

Here  they  ftaid  fome  Days ; for  the  Indians  of  the 
neighbouring  Parts  came  with  their  Pieces  of  Gold,  believing 
they  had  the  Advantage  of  the  Spaniards  in  changing  them  for 
Glafs.  And  Juan  de  Grijalva  finding  that  his  Inftruflions  limited 
him  to  difcover  and  ranfome  without  making  a Settlement, 
(which  was  exprefiy  forbidden  him,)  he  confulted  about  giving 
an  Account  to  Diego  Felafque ^ of  the  large  Countries  he  had 
difcover ’d ; that  in  cafe  he  refolv’d  to  have  him  fettle  there,  he 
might  fend  him  Orders  with  a Supply  of  Forces,  and  fuch 
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other  Provifions  as  he  flood  in  need  of.  With  this  Account  he 
4ifpatch’d  Captain  Pedro  de  Alvarado  in  one  of  the  four  Ships,  gi- 
ving hhu  ail  the  Gold,  and  whatever  elfe  they  had  acquired  until 
that  Time  ; to  the  End,  that  the  Shew  of  that  Wealth  might 
give  his  Embafly  the  more  Weight,  and  facilitate  his  Propofal 
of  Settling,  to  which  he  was  always  inclined  ; notwithftanding 
Francijco  Lope^_  de  Gomara  denies  it,  and  blames  him  on  this 
Account  as  a pufillanimous  Perfon. 


CHAP.  YIII. 

Juan  de  Grijalva  goes  on  with  his  Difcovery,  until  he 
has  coafted  the  Province  of  Panuco.  PThat  hap- 
pen’d in  the  River  of  Canoes,  and  his  Refolution 
to  return  to  the  Ife  of  Cuba. 

C A R C E had  Pedro  de  Alvarado  fleered  his  Courfe 
for  Cuba,  when  the  reft  of  the  Ships  parted  from 
St.  Juan  de  UJua  in  Purfuit  of  their  Way,  and  fol- 
lowing the  Guidance  of  the  Coaft,  turn’d  with  it  to- 
wards the  North,  having  in  View  the  two  Mountains  of  Tufpa 
and  Tufla , which  ftretch  a great  Way  between  the  Sea  and  the 
Province  of  Tlafcala.  After  which  they  entered  the  River  of 
Panuco , the  fartheft  Province  of  New  Spain,  on  the  Gulph  of 
Mexico,  and  came  to  an  Anchor  in  the  River  of  Canoes,  which  took 
this  Name  at  that  Time,  becaufe  in  the  little  Space  they  flopp’d 
to  take  a View  of  it,  they  were  aflaulted  by  fixteen  Canoes, 
filled  with  armed  Indians,  who,  by  the  Help  of  the  Current 
attack’d  the  Ship,  commanded  by  Alonfo  Davila,  and  after  dis- 
charging a furious  Shower  of  Arrows,  cut  one  of  the  Ca- 
bles, and  endeavour’d  to  board  the  Ship  ; a Refolution  becom- 
ing Barbarians , but  fuch,  as  had  it  been  favour’d  with  Succefs, 
might  have  deferved  the  Name  of  a gallant  Adion.  But  the 
other  two  Ships  coming  immediately  up  to  her  Relief,  the  Men 
in  an  Inftant  mann’d  their  Boats,  charging  the  Canoes  with  fo 
much  Vigour,  that  one  could  not  diftinguifti  betwixt  the 
Attack  and  the  Vidor y : Some  of  them  were  overfet,  many  In- 
dians killed,  and  in  fhort,  no  Enemies  left,  but  thofe  who  had 
Prudence  enough  to  know  the  Danger,  or  ufed  the  moft  Diligence 
to  avoid  it  by  Flight.' 
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I t did  not  feenl  proper  to  follow  this  Vifitory,  by  reafon  of 
the  final  1 Advantage  by  Traffick  that  could  be  hoped  for  from 
frighten’d  Fugitives ; wherefore  they  weigh’d  Anchor,  and  prole- 
euted  their  Voyage  till  they  arrived  at  a Point  of  Land  which 
ran  far  into  the  Sea,  which  feemingly,  enrag’d  with  it,  as  ufurping 
upon  its  Territories,  maintain’d  an  obftinate  War  againft  the  Rocks. 
The  Pilots  made  ufe  of  all  their  Induftry  and  Skill  to  double  this 
Cape ; but  were  forc’d  to  give  way  to  the  Strength  of  the  Cur- 
rent, and  not  without  Danger  of  overfetting,  or  running  a ffiore. 
This  Accident  occalion’d  the  Pilots  to  proteft  againft  proceeding 
any  farther;  in  which  they  were  feconded  by  the  general  Cla- 
mours  of  the  Men,  grown  weary  now  of  lb  tedious  a Navi- 
gation, and  more  apprehenfive  of  the  Dangers  that  might  attend  it. 
Upon  which  Juan  de  Grijalva , a Man  ol  equal  Prudence  and  Cou- 
rage, affembled  the  Captains  and  Pilots,  to  confult  what  was  to  be 
done  in  their  prefent  Circumftances.  In  this  Council  they 
weighed  the  Difficulty  of  paffing  forward,  and  the  Uncertainty 
of  returning ; that  one  ol  their  Ships  had  luffer’d,  and  want- 
ed to  be  refitted  ; that  their  Provifion  began  to  fpoil,  and  the 
People  to  be  diffatisfied,  and  fatigued.  They  confider’d  withal, 
that  to  make  a Settlement,  was  contrary  to  the  InftruCtions  of 
Diego  Velafque z;  and  that  they  were  in  an  ill  Condition  to  un- 
dertake it,  without  a further  Reinforcement;  fo  that  in  the 
end,  they  refolvedwith  one  Accord  to  fleer  their  Courfe  for  Cuba, 
in  order  to  furniffi  themfelves  with  what  was  neceflary  for  under- 
taking a third  Time  this  great  Affair,  now  left  unfinilhed.  This 
was  prefently  put  in  Execution,  and  failing  back  the  Way 
by  which  they  came,  taking  View  of  other  Parts  of  the  lame 
Coafts,  without  flopping  long  at  any  Place,  yet  making  a 
confiderable  Profit  in  Ranfomes,  they  arrived  at  length  at  the 
Port  of  Sant  Jago , in  Cuba , the  i 5th  of  November  1 ? 1 8. 

Some  few  Days  before,  Pedro  de  Alvarado  arrived  at  the 
fame  Port,  and  was  very  well  received  by  the  Governor  Diego 
Vokfqueg,  who  publiffi’d,  with  incredible  Joy,  the  Account  of 
the  large  Countries  they  had  difcover’d,  and,  above  all,  of  the 
fifteen  thoufand  Pefo’s  of  Gold,  which  fupported  the  Relation, 
without  any  Occafion  for  Exaggerations. 

The  Governor  beheld  this  Wealth  with  Pleafure,  and  hard- 
ly believing  his  Eyes,  made  Pedro  de  Alvarado  repeat  a lecond 
and  third  Time  what  he  had  before  related,  finding  lome- 
thing  new  in  the  very  Thing  he  had  juft  heard ; as  a Mulician  is 
delighted  with  the  Repetition  of  his  Tune.  But  this  Satisfaction 
was  foon  allay’d  by  his  Impatience  at  the  ConduCt  ol  Don 
Juan  de  Grijalva , becaufe  he  had  not  made  a Settlement  in  the 
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Country  where  he  had  been  fo  well  received : And  altho’  Pedro 
de  Alvarado  endeavour’d  to  excufe  him,  yet  being  one  of  thofe, 
who  had  advis’d  the  making  a Settlement  in  the  River  of  Flags , he 
fpoke  but  faintly,  as  a Man  ufually  does  when  he  endeavours 
to  enforce  any  Thing  againft  his  own  Opinion.  Diego  Velafque ■g 
accufed  him  of  Want  of  Refolution,  and  angry  at  his  own 
Choice,  confefs’d  he  was  to  blame  for  having  fent  him,  pro- 
pofing  to  intruft  this  Undertaking  to  fome  more  aflive  Perfon, 
without  confidering  how  he  difobliged  a Relation,  to  whom 
he  owed  the  very  Happinefs  which  rais’d  his  Hopes  to  fuch 
a Pitch.  But  the  firft  Effeft  that  good  Fortune  has  on  the  Minds 
of  the  Ambitious,  is  to  captivate  their  Reafon,  and  take  from 
them  the  Senfe  of  Gratitude.  He  had  nothing  now  to  do  but  to 
obtain  the  Prize,  and  at  any  Rate  enjoy  the  Profperity  which  he 
promifed  himfelf  from  that  great  Difcovery  ; railing  his  Imagi- 
nations to  mighty  Things,  and  hoping  now  to  compafs  that 
which  before  exceeded  his  very  Defires. 

H e immediately  made  Preparations  for  the  Conqueft  of  this 
Country,  to  which  the  Name  of  New  Spain  gave  a great  Repu- 
tation. He  communicated  his  Refolution  to  the  Regulars  of 
St.  Jerom,  who  refided  in  the  Ifland  of  Santo  Domingo , but  in 
fuch  Terms,  that  he  feemed  rather  to  defire  their  Approbation 
than  ask  their  Confent.  And  he  fent  a Perfon  to  Court,  with  a 
large  Account  of  the  Difcovery,  together  with  a Memorial,  in 
which  his  own  Services  were  not  forgotten ; in  Reward  of 
which,  he  requefted  fome  Favours,  and  the  Title  of  the  King’s 
Lieutenant  of  thofe  Countries  he  Ihould  conquer. 

He  had  already  bought  fomeVelTels,  and  began  to  fit  out 
a new  Fleet,  when  Juan  de  Grijalva  arrived,  and  found  him 
as  much  incenfed,  as  he  had  Reafon  to  expe£t  him  thankful. 
Velafque ^ reprimanded  him  lharply  and  publickly,  the  other 
modeftly  declining  to  fay  all  he  could  have  done  in  his  own 
Defence.  However,  he  laid  before  Velafque ^ his  own  Inflec- 
tions, which  exprefly  forbad  him  to  fettle : But  the  Governor’s 
ambitious  Profpefts  had  now  fo  tranfported  him  beyond  the 
Bounds  of  Reafon,  that  tho’  he  owned  the  Order,  yet  he  treated 
Obedience  to  it  as  a Crime. 
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CHAP.  IX. 

The  Difficulties  'which  occur' d in  the  Choice  of  a 
Commander  of  the  new  Fleet , and  who  Hernan 
Cortes  wasi  who,  in  the  end,  obtained  that  Toft. 

U T Diego  Felafqueiz  knowing  how  much  it  imported 
to  be  quick  in  his  Refolutions,  and  that  by  loiing  of 
Time,  he  might  lofe  a favourable  Opportunity,  gave 
immediate  Orders  for  rehtting  the  four  Veifels 
which  ferved  in  the  Voyage  of  Grijalva-,  with  which,  and  thofe 
he  had  bought,  he  made  up  ten  Veffels,  from  eighty  to  an 
hundred  Tuns,  ufing  the  fame  Difpatch  in  arming,  and  fur- 
nifh  them  with  Stores  and  Provifions;  but  he  was  at  a Lofs  up- 
on whom  to  fix  the  Command.  His  Defign  was  to  chufe  a 
Man  of  Refolution,  who  would  know  how  to  difengage 
himfelf  from  Difficulties,  and  make  ufe  of  Opportunities,  but 
withal,  fo  manageable,  as  not  to  give  him  any  Jealoufy,  or  have 
any  other  Ambition  than  to  advance  the  Glory  of  his  Princi- 
pal ; which,  in  other  Words,  was  to  feek  for  a Man  of  great 
Courage,  and  a mean  Spirit.  But  it  not  being  eafy  to  find  thefe 
two  Extreams  in  the  lame  Subject,  it  delayed  his  Determina- 
tion for  fome  Days.  The  Voice  of  the  People  was  in  favour 
of  Juan  de  Grijalva , and  they  ufually  do  Juftice  in  their  Elec- 
tions. What  ferved  greatly  to  recommend  him,  were  his  good 
Qualities,  the  Trouble  he  had  taken  in  this  Difcovery,  toge- 
ther with  his  Knowledge  of  the  Navigation,  and  of  the  Country. 

The  other  Pretenders  were  Antonio  and  Bernardino  Velaf- 
que near  Relations  of  the  Governor ; Baltafar  Bermudez,  Vafco 
Porcallo,  and  other  Cavaliers  of  that  Ifland,  of  fufficient  Merit 
to  pretend  to  greater  Imployments;  and  upon  this  Occalion 
every  one  difcours’d,  as  if  he  was  the  only  proper  Choice;  and 
indeed,  generally  fpeaking,  when  theDifpofal  of  Imployments  is 
delay’d,  it  ferves  only  to  encreafe  the  Number  of  Pretenders, 
and  multiply  the  Complaints  of  the  Unfortunate. 

But  Diego  Felafque^  continued  in  his  Irrefolution,  fearing 
the  Ambition  of  thofe  whofe  Capacity  he  approved,  until  ad- 
vifing  with  Amador  de  Lari the  King’s  Treafurer,  and  Andres  de 
Duero,  his  Secretary,  which  two  he  entirely  confided  in,  and  who 
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knew  his  Temper  perfectly  well,  they  propofed  their  intimate 
Friend  Hernan  Cortes , being  not  over-laviffi  in  his  Praife,  left  their 
advife  ffiould  be  fufpe&ed ; inftnuating  withal,  that  they  fpoke 
more  out  of  Regard  to  the  Succefs  of  the  Undertaking,  than 
the  Intereft  of  their  Friend.  Their  Propolition  was  well  heard, 
and  they  contented  themfelves  with  feeing  him  favourably  in- 
clined, giving  Him  Time  to  confider,  with  Hopes,  of  entirely 
perfwading  him  in  a fecond  Converfation. 

But  before  we  go  farther,  it  will  be  proper  to  fay  who  Her- 
nan Cortes  was,  and  through  what  Variety  of  Events  his  happy 
Deftiny  led  him  to  atchieve,  by  his  Valour  and  Conduct,  the 
Conqueft  of  New  Spain.  I call  that,  Deftiny,  which,  fpeaking 
as  a Chriftian,  is  the  fovereign  and  unfearchable  Difpofition, 
made  by  the  firft  Caufe,  who  leaving  fecond  Caufes  to  a£t  in 
Subordination  to  his  Providence,  as  natural  Means,  produces  all 
that  happens  by  his  Permiffion  or  Appointment,  in  a manner 
conftftent  with  that  Liberty  of  Choice,  which  he  has  beftowed 
upon  Mankind. 

H e was  born  in  Medillin , a Town  of  Eflremadura , Son  of 
Martin  Cortes,  of  Monroy , and  Donna  Catalina-Pi^arro  Altamarino , 
Names  that  fufficiently  declare  the  Nobility  of  his  Extrafhon. 
In  his  Youth,  he  for  fome  Time  applied  himfelf  to  Letters, 
and  was  two  Years  at  Salamanca , which  were  fufficient  to  make 
him  fenfible,  that  the  fedentary  Application  of  a ftudious  Life, 
was  contrary  to  his  Temper,  and  did  not  fuit  the  Vivacity  of 
his  Spirit.  He  returned  home  refolved  to  follow  the  Wars,  and 
his  Parents  pointed  out  to  him  that  of  Italy , which  was  then 
the  moft  confiderable,  and  made  the  greateft  Noife  with  the 
Name  of  the  Great  Captain  Gonfalvo  de  Cordoua:  But  when  he 
was  to  embark,  he  fell  dangeroufly  ill  of  a Diftemper,  which 
continued  many  Days;  by  which  Accident,  he  found  himfelf 
obliged  to  change  his  Intention,  tho’  not  his  Profeffion  ; and 
therefore  he  refolved  to  go  to  the  Indies , where  the  War  at  that 
Time  was  carried  on  with  a View  to  Glory,  rather  than  to 
Wealth.  He  embarked,  with  the  Approbation  of  his  Parents,  in 
the  Year  i 504,  and  carried  Letters  of  Recommendation  to  Don  Ni- 
cholas de  Obando,  Commendatory-Major  of  the  Order  of  Alcantara , 
his  Kinfman,  and  then  Governor  of  the  Ifland  of  Sant  Domingo. 
He  was  no  fooner  arrived  there,  and  known,  than  he  gain’d 
the  general  Good-will  and  Efteem ; and  was  fo  kindly  received 
by  the  Governor,  as  to  be  immediately  admitted  by  him  in- 
to the  Number  of  his  Friends,  and  offer’d  his  Affiftance  in  a parti- 
cular Manner  : But  all  thofe  Favours  were  not  fufficient  to  divert 
his  Inclination  to  Arms ; for  he  was  fo  uneafy  with  the  State 
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of  Ina&ion,  wherein  he  found  that  Ifland,  which  the  Spaniards 
now  poffels’d  without  any  Oppofition  from  the  Natives,  that 
he  deiir’d  Leave  to  go  and  ferve  in  the  Ifle  of  Cuba,  where  the 
War  was  ftill  carried  on:  And  having  gained  the  Confent  of  his 
Kinfman,  he  endeavour’d  to  fignalize  himfelf  in  that  War  both 
by  Valour  and  Obedience,  which  are  the  firft  Rudiments  of 
the  Military  Profeffion.  He  very  foon  acquired  not  only  the 
Reputation  of  a valiant  Soldier,  but  alfo  that  of  an  able  Com- 
mander, diftinguilhing  both  his  Courage  in  Action,  and  his  Ca- 
pacity in  Council. 

Cortes  was  well  made,  and  of  an  agreeable  Countenance; 
and  befides  thofe  common  natural  Endowments,  he  was  of  a 
Temper  which  rendered  him  very  amiable ; for  he  always  fpoke 
well  of  the  Abfent,  and  was  pieafant  and  difcreet  in  his  Con- 
verfation.  His  Generofity  was  fuch,  that  his  Friends  partook 
of  all  he  had,  without  being  fuffer’d  by  him  to  publilh  their 
Obligations. 

H e married  in  that  Ifland  Donna  Cathalina-Suare ^ Pacheco,  a 
noble  and  virtuous  young  Lady.  This  Courtlhip  brought  him  un- 
der many  Difficulties,  by  the  interfering  of  Diego  Velafque who 
made  him  Prifoner  till  fuch  Time  as  all  Differences  were  adjufted; 
and  then  Felafque^ilood  Father  to  the  Bride,  and  gave  her  to  him 
in  Marriage.  After  which  they  were  intimate  Friends ; and  he 
in  a little  Time  gave  him  a Diftribution  of  Indians , and  the 
Poll  of  Alcalde,  or  Chief  Magiftrate  in  the  very  Town  of  St.Jago; 
an  Imployment  ufually  conferr’d  on  thofe  who  had  diftin- 
guifh’d  themfelves  in  the  Conqueft  of  thofe  Countries. 

I N thefe  Circumilances  was  Hernan  Cortes , when  Amador  de 
Larizi  and  Andres  de  Duero  propofed  him  for  the  Conqueft  of 
New  Spain ; and  they  did  it  with  fo  much  Addrefs,  that  the  next 
Time  they  waited  upon  Diego  Velafque^,  furnifhed  with  frefh 
Reafons  to  enforce  their  Recommendation,  they  found  him  re- 
folved  on  Hernan  Cortes,  and  fo  poflefs’d  with  the  Advantages  of  en- 
trufting  the  Undertaking  to  his  Care,  that  they  chang’d  their  pre- 
meditated Arguments  intoFlattery,  and  only  endeavour’d  to  oblige 
him  by  applauding  a Refolution  fo  agreeable  to  their  ownWifhes. 
They  agreed  with  the  Governor  that  it  was  convenient  imme- 
diately to  publilh  the  Choice,  in  order  to  put  a Stop  at  once  to 
all  further  Pretenfions;  and  Andres  de  Duero  was  not  dilatory 
in  the  Difpatch  of  the  Commiflion.  The  Subftance  of  which 
was,  That  Diego  Velafquezi,  as  Governor  of  the  Ifle  of  Cuba,  and 
Promoter  of  the  Difcoveries  of  Tucatan  and  New  Spain,  did  name 
Hernan  Cortes  for  Captain-General  of  the  Fleet,  and  of  the  Coun- 
tries already  difcover’d,  or  which  fhould  be  difcove r’d,  with  the 
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moft  extenfive  Powers,  and  moft  honourable  Claufes,  which 
the  Friendlhip  of  the  Secretary  could  add,  under  the  Pretence 
of  obferving  the  necelfary  Forms. 

IMS 


CHAP.  X. 


The  Ri  vals  of  Cortes  endeavour  with  all  their  Tower 
to  fet  Diego  V elafquez,  againft  him , but  without 
Ejfefl.  He  fails  with  the  Fleet  out  of  the  Tort 
oj  Sant  Jago. 


O RT  E S received  the  new  Charge  from  Felafque % 
with  great  Expreftions  of  RefpeCt  and  Satisfaction,  as 
fenfibly  affeCted  at  that  Time,  with  the  Confidence 
the  Governor  had  repofed  in  his  Perfon,  as  he  was 
afterwards  with  his  Diftruft.  The  Refolution  was  made  pub- 
lick,  and  well  received  among  thofe  who  defir’d  to  fee  that  Af- 
fair brought  to,  a Conclufion;  but  occafion’d  much  Difcontent 
among  his  Rivals  for  the  Jmployment ; and  thofe  who  declared 
themfelveswith  the  greateft  Boldnefs,  were  the  Relations  of  Diego 
Felafque who,  made  very  ftrong  Efforts  to  raife  in  the  Go- 
vernor a Diftruft  of  Neman  Cortes.  They  told  him,  That  he 
placed  a great  deal  of  Confidence  in  a Man  whom  he  had  fo  little 
obliged ; that  if  he  confided d the  Conduit  of  Cortes,  he  would  find 
that  he  was  not  much  to  be  depended  on,  for  that  his  Words  and  Ac- 
tions 'very  feldom  agreed ) that  his  Court efy  and  Liberality  had  an 
Artifice  in  them,  which  rendered  him  fujpected  to  thofe  who  are  not 
led  away  by  the  bare  Appearances  of  Virtue ; that  he  was  over  ajfi- 
duous  to  gain  the  Affections  of  the  Pebple-,  and  that  fuch  fort  of 
Friends , when  they  are  in  great  Numbers,  are  eafily  form’d  into  a 
Party ; that  he  would  do  well  to  remember  the  Difgufi  his  Imprifon- 
ment  had  given  him  ; and  that  a Man  rarely  makes  true  Friends  of 
thofe,  to  whom  he  has  given  fuch  Occafion  of  Complaint',  for  the 
Wounds  of  the  Mind,  as  well  as  of  the  Body,  leave  Scars  behind, 
which  are  wont  to  put  a Man  in  mind  of  the  Offence,  when  he  has 
the  Power  to  revenge  it.  To  thefe  they  added  other  Reafons  more 
fpecious  than  folid,  without  much  Regard  to  Truth,  aiming  to 
appear  zealous  in  the  Governor’s  Intereft,  ,the  better  to  diflemble 


their  real  Views. 
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’Tis  reported  that  Diego  Velafque g,  walking  out  one  Day 
with  Hernan  Cortes , and  his  Friends  and  Relations,  a pleafant 
crack-brain ’d  Fellow,  with  whole  Whimfies  he  ufed  to  be  di- 
verted, laid  to  him,  Thou  haft  done  well.  Friend  Diego ; ftoortly 
there  will  be  Occafon  for  another  Fleet  to  go  in  Purfuit  of  Cortes. 
There  are  fome  that  relate  this  as  a Prophecy,  conhdering  how 
luckily  Madmen  fometimes  hit  upon  Things,  and  the  Impref- 
lion  that  it  made  on  the  Mind  of  Diego  Velafqueg.  Let  us  leave 
it  to  Philofophers  to  difpute  whether  the  fortelling  of  what  is 
to  come  be  one  of  the  Extravagances  of  a diftempered  Imagina- 
tion, or  if  it  be  poflible  that  a Judgment  fo  diforder’d  lhould 
be  capable  of  Divination.  Let  them  imploy  their  Wit  in  fearch- 
ing  for  Reafons  to  maintain  fuch  an  Opinion ; I,  for  my  part, 
lhall  believe  that  this  craz’d  Perfon  was  put  upon  faying  what 
he  did  by  the  Enemies  of  Cortes,  and  that  their  Malice  was  but 
poorly  lupported  by  Reafon,  when  they  were  obliged  to  have 
Recourfe  to  Madnels. 

But  Diego  V elafqueg  Hood  firm  to  his  Refolution,  and  Her- 
nan Cortes  wholly  applied  himfelf  to  haften  the  Preparations  for 
his  Departure.  The  firft  Step  was,  to  ereft  his  Standard,  with 
the  Sign  of  the  Crofs,  having  this  Infcription  in  Latin : Let  us 
follow  the  Crofs,  for  with,  this  Sign  we  fhall  overcome.  He  ap- 
peared in  the  Habit  of  a Soldier,  which  became  him  well,  and 
fuited  his  Inclinations  better.  He  imployed  his  own  Stock  libe- 
rally, and  what  he  could  borrow  from  his  Friends,  in  the  buy- 
ing of  Provifions,  Arms,  and  Ammunition,  in  order  to  haften  the 
Departure  of  the  Fleet,  endeavouring,  at  the  fame  Time,  to 
draw  together  a Number  of  Soldiers  for  the  Expedition,  in 
which  he  did  not  find  much  Difficulty;  for  the  very  Name  of 
theEnterprize,  and  the  Fame  of  the  Captain  werefo  great,  that  in 
few  Days  they  lifted  three  hundred  Soldiers,  among  which  were 
Diego  de  Or  dag,  a principal  Confident  of  the  Governor,  Fran- 
eifeo  de  Morla,  Bernal  T>iag  del  Caftillo,  (who  has  written  the 
Hiftory  of  this  Conqueft,)  and  other  Gentlemen,  who  fhall  be 
named  in  their  proper  Place. 

The  Time  for  their  Departure  being  come,  Orders  were 
given  for  the  Soldiers  to  embark,  which  they  did  in  the  Day- 
time, the  People  all  running  to  the  Sight;  and  at  Night,  Cortes , 
accompanied  by  his  Friends,  went  to  take  leave  of  the  Gover- 
nor, who  embrac’d  him  in  a very  friendly  manner,  and  the  next 
Morning  accompanied  him  to  the  Sea-Side,  and  faw  him  embark. 
Small  Circumftances,  and  of  little  Importance  in  the  Hiftory, 
and  which  might  have  been  omitted,  if  they  were  not  neceflary  to 
wipe  off  the  Imputation  of  that  early  Ingratitude,  with  which  they 
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have  reproached  Cortes,  who  fay,  that  he  forc’d  his  Way  out 
of  the  Port  with  the  Fleet ; fo  Antonio  de  Herrera  reports,  and 
thofe  who  copy  after  him,  affirming,  without  any  manner  of 
Reafon,  that  he  called  the  Soldiers  together  from  their  Houfes 
at  Midnight,  embarking  with  them  by  Stealth ; and  that  Diego 
Felafque z,  going  out  after  him  in  the  Morning,  Cortes  came  up 
to  him  in  a Boat,  well  armed,  and  gave  him  to  underhand,  in 
a difrefpeftful  manner,  that  he  no  longer  had  Regard  to  his 
Orders.  We  follow  Bernal  Diaz,  del  Cajlillo,  who  relates 
what  he  faw,  and  is  moft  probable:  For  it  is  not  to  be 
imagined  that  a Man  fo  difcreet  as  Cortes , ( had  he 

formed  fuch  a Refolution  within  himfelf,)  would  fo  public kly 
break  with  Felajquez , before  he  had  got  out  of  the  Reach  of 
his  jurifdi&ion ; for  he  was  obliged  to  touch  with  his  Fleet  in 
other  Places  of  the  fame  Ifland,  to  take  in  Men  and  Proviiions, 
which  he  wanted.  And  tho’  we  ffiould  allow  him  guilty  of  this 
Indifcretion,  it  does  not  feem  likely,  that  in  fo  fmall  a Town 
as  was  St.  Jago  at  that  Time,  three  hundred  Men  could  be  call’d 
from  their  Houfes,  and  embark  in  the  Night-time,  Diego  de 
Ordaz,  and  other  Creatures  of  the  Governor  being  of  the 
Number,  and  that  there  ffiould  not  be  one  among  fo  many  to 
give  him  an  Account  of  fo  extraordinary  a Procedure ; or  that 
thofe  who  fo  narrowly  obferved  his  A&ions,  ffiould  not  awake 
at  the.  Noife  occafion’d  by  fo  great  a Hurry.  This  furely  mull 
have  argued  a ftrange  fort  of  Silence  on  one  Side,  and  a very 
extraordinary  Negligence  on  the  other.  We  will  not  deny  but 
that  Cortes  withdrew  from  his  Obedience  to  Velafquez ; but  it 
was  fometime  afterwards,  and  for  the  Reafons  that  ffiall  be  ffiewn. 
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Cortes  fails  with  the  Fleet  to  La  Trinidad, 
where  he  gets  a conjiderable  Reinforcement  of 
Soldiers.  His  Enemies  obtain  their  ‘'Point  of 
making  Velafquez  jealous , who  ufes  his  utmofl  En- 
deavours to  flop  him. 

H E Fleet  failed  from  the  Port  of  Sant  Jago  in  Cuba 
the  Eighteenth  Day  of  November , in  the  Year  of  our 
Lord  1518;  and  coafting  along  the  North-Side  of  the 
Ilian d towards  the  Ealf,  arrived  in  a few  Days 
at  the  Port  of  La  Trinidad , where  Cortes  had  fome  Friends,  who 
gave  him  a very  kind  Reception.  He  prefently  publilh’d  his 
Defign,  and  Juan  de  Ejcalante,  Pedro  Sanchez^  Farfan,  Gon^alo 
Alexia,  with  other  considerable  Perfons  of  that  Settlement  of- 
fer’d to  follow  his  Fortunes ; and  a little  after,  he  was  joined  by 
Pedro  de  Alvarado , and  Alonjo  Davila , who  had  been  Captains  in 
the  Expedition  of  Juan  de  Grijalva,  with  four  Brothers  of  Pedro 
de  Alvarado,  vi%.  Gon^alo , Jorge , Gomcg,  and  Juan  de 
Alvarado.  The  Account  of  this  Affair  reaching  to  the  Town  of 
SanEii  Spiritus,  which  was  but  a little  diffant  from  La  Trinidad ; 
there  came  from  thence  with  the  fame  Defign  of  following 
the  Fortune  of  Cortes,  Alonjo  Hernandez  P ortocarrero,  Gon^alo  de 
Sandoval,  Roderigo  Rangel,  Juan  Felafque ^ de  Leon,  (a  Relation 
of  the  Governor’s,)  and  other  Perfons  of  Diftinftion,  whofe 
Names  will  be  more  properly  remembred  when  we  lhall  re- 
late their  Exploits.  With  this  Reinforcement  of  Gentlemen,  and 
a hundred  Soldiers,  who  came  from  the  two  Settlements,  the 
Strength  of  the  Fleet  was  conliderably  augmented ; and  at  the 
fame  Time  Care  was  taken  to  buy  up  Provilions,  Ammunition, 
Arms,  and  fome  Horfes ; Cortes  affifting  all  who  wanted, 
with  his  own  Money  ; for  he  knew  how  to  gain  their  Affeflion 
by  an  obliging  Behaviour,  by  infpiring  them  with  Hopes,  and  by 
maintaining  his  Superiority,  in  fuch  a Manner,  as  to  let  them 
fee  he  look’d  upon  himfelf  at  the  fame  Time,  as  their  Compa- 
nion. 
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Rut  fcarce  had  he  turned  his  Back  to  the  Port  of  Sant  Jago , 
when  his  Enemies  began  to  cry  out  againft  him,  talking  already 
of  his  Difobedience,  after  the  Cuftom  of  Cowards,  who  always 
attack  the  abfent.  Diego  Velafque ^ hearken’d  to  their  Difcourfe 
and  tho’  he  feemed  to  be  difpleafed,  they  difcover’d  in  his  Mind 
a Difpofition  to  Jealoufy,  eafy  to  be  work’d  up  to  an  entire  Dif- 
truft;  to  which  End  they  made  ufe  of  an  old  Man,  called  Juan 
Millan,  who,  notwithftanding  he  was  very  ignorant*  pretended 
to  the  Knowledge  of  Aftrology:  A mad  Man  of  another  kind, 
and  touch’d  with  a Madnefs  of  another  Species.  This  Man,  let 
on  by  others,  having  engaged  Velafque ^ to  Secrecy,  acquainted 
him  in  myfterious  Terms,  that  this  Expedition  would  have  a 
fortunate  and  an  unfortunate  Event ; giving  him  to  underftand, 
that  he  had  learned  fo  much  from  the  Stars.  And  tho’  Diego 
Velafque ^ was  a Man  of  fufficient  Senfe  to  know  the  Vanity  of 
fuch  Prognoftications,  neverthelefs,  as  his  Foible  was  Jealoufy, 
this  had  inch  an  Effect,  that  notwithftanding  he  defpifed  the  Af- 
trologer,  he  began  to  be  afFe&ed  by  what  he  faid. 

From  fuch  flight  Beginnings  fprung  the  firft  Refolution, 
which  Diego  Velafque ^ took  to  break  with  Hernan  Cortes , by  de- 
priving him  of  the  Command  of  the  Fleet.  He  difpatch’d  im- 
mediately two  Couriers  to  La  Trinidad , with  Letters  for  all  his 
Confidents,  and  exprefs  Orders  to  Francifco  Verdugo , his  Cou- 
lin,  who  at  that  Time  was  chief  Alcalde  of  the  Town,  to  dif- 
poffefs  him  of  his  Captain-General-Ship;  in  a judicial  Way,  on 
Supposition,  that  his  Authority  was  now  revoked,  and  another 
Perfon  named  in  his  Room. 

Cortes  was  quickly  informed  of  this  unexpected  Accident, 
and  without  being  difcourag’d  at  the  Difficulty  of  the  Remedy, 
fhe'w’d  himfelf  to  his  Friends  and  Soldiers,  that  he  might  know 
in  what  Manner  they  refented  the  Injury  done  to  their  Captain, 
and  confequently  how  far  he  might  depend  on  their  Opinion 
of  the  Juftice  of  his  Pretentions. 

H E found  them  all  not  only  in  his  Intereft,  but  refolved 
to  guard  him  from  luch  an  Injury,  tho’  it  fhould  carry  them 
to  the  laft  Extremity,  of  taking  Arms  in  his  Defence.  And  tho’ 
Diego  de  Orda and  Juan  Velafque ^ de  Leon  were  lefs  warm,  as  de- 
pending more  upon  the  Governor,  they  were  eafily  brought  over  to 
approve  of  that  which  they  had  not  Power  to  hinder.  Being 
thus  fecure,  he  went  to  vilic  the  chief  Alcalde,  who  already 
knew  the  Grounds  he  had  to  complain.  : He  laid  before  him 
how  far  he  might  expofe  himfelf  in  fuppOrting  fuch  a Piece  of 
Injuftice,  by  difgufting  fo  many  Perfons  of  Diftinftion  as  followed 
him ; and  how  much  he  had  Reafon  to  fear  from  the  Fury  of 
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the  Soldiers,  whofe  Affections  he  had  gained,  that  he  might  the 
better  ferve  Diego  Vclajque^ ; and  that  he  already  found  it  diffi- 
cult to  keep  them  within  the  Bounds  of  Obedience  to  him; 
fpeaking  in  fuch  Terms,  and  with  fuch  a kind  of  Refolution, 
as  appeared  both  modeft  and  great.  Francifco  Verdugo  approved 
his  Reafons,  and  from  a Principle  of  Generofity,  being  un- 
willing to  become  the  Inftrument  of  fuch  Injuftice,  offered 
not  only  to  fufpend  the  Execution  of  the  Order,  but  to  write 
to  Diego  Velafquez  to  engage  him  to  deiift  from  a Refolution, 
which  was  now  impracticable,  by  Reafon  of  the  Difguft  it 
gave  the  Soldiers,  and  could  not  be  executed  without  very  great 
Inconveniencies.  Diego  de  Orda and  the  reft,  who  had  any 
Intereft  in  the  Governor,  offered  to  do  the  fame,  and  wrote  im- 
mediately. Cortes  likewife  wrote  to  him,  complaining  in  a 
friendly  Manner  of  his  Diftruft,  without  ffiewing  how  far  he 
was  diffatisfied,  or  omitting  his  ordinary  RefpeCt,  as  one  who 
found  himlelf  obliged  to  complain,  but  delir’d  to  have  no  Rea- 
fon to  appear  difcontented  or  injur’d. 


CHAP.  XII. 

Cortes  fails  from  La  Trinidad  to  the  Hanava ; where 
he  gets  the  laft  Reinforcement  for  the  Fleet , and 
Suffers  a fecond  T erf ecut ion  from  Velafque’z. 

A V I N G taken  thefe  Meafures,  which  at  that  Time 
feemed  fufficient  to  quiet  the  Mind  of  Vela[queg, 
Cortes  confider’d  of  profecuting  his  Voyage ; and 
fending  Pedro  de  Alvarado  by  Land,  with  a Party  of 
Soldiers  to  take  care  of  their  Horfes,  and  raife  fome  more  Men 
in  the  Settlements  upon  the  Road,  he  fail’d  with  the  Fleet  for 
the  Havana , the  moft  Wefterly  Part  of  the  Ifland,  where  it  begins 
to  incline  towards  the  North.  The  Ships  parted  from  La  Trinidad 
with  a'favourable  Wind;  but  at  the  coming  on  of  the  Night  they 
feparated  from  the  Capitana,  where  Cortes  was  on  Board,  without 
obferving  as  they  ought  the  Courfe  he  flood,  or  perceiving  the 
Error  of  their  Pilots,  until  the  Light  of  the  Day  difcovered  it : 
But  being  now  advanced  fo  far,  they  continued  their  Voyage, 
and  arrived  at  the  Havana,  where  the  Soldiers  went  on  Shore. 
They  were  kindly  and  liberally  entertained  by  Pedro  de  Barba , 
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at  that  Time  Governor  of  the  Havana,  under  Velafque They 
were  all  concerned  that  they  had  not  waited  for  their  Captain, 
or  turned  back  in  fearchofhim;  but  their  Difcourfes  on  that 
Occafion,  went  no  farther  than  to  furnilh  themfelves  withExcufes 
againft  his  Arrival;  but  perceiving  that  he  flaid  longer  than 
they  thought  it  was  poffible  he  could,  unlefs  fome  Misfortune 
had  befallen  him,  they  began  to  be  uneafy,  and  divided  in* 
to  various  Opinions.  Some  were  for  lending  two  or  three  Vefi 
fels  in  fearch  of  him  among!!  the  neighbouring  Iflands ; others 
propofed  to  name  a Commander  in  Chief  in  his  Abfence;  but 
others  thought  fuel:  a Proportion  unfeafonable.  However,  as 
no  body  commanded,  every  one  gave  his  Verdi#,  and  nothing 
was  done.  He  who  moft  infilled  upon  their  naming  a Com- 
mander, was  Diego  de  Orda who  as  Confident  of  Velafqueg, 
expected  to  be  preferred  to  the  reft,  and  thought  that  by  the 
gaining  of  this  Point;  he  fhould  Hand  fair  to  obtain  that  Poll 
from  Velajqueg.  But  at  laft,  after  a Difpute  of  feven  Days, 
Cortes  fafely  arrived  with  the  Capitana. 

His  Delay  was  occafion  d by  the  Fleet’s  palling  over  lome 
Flats  which  are  between  the  Harbour  of  La  Trinidad  and  the 
Cape  of  St.  Anthony,  at  a final!  Diftance  from  the  Ifle  of  Pines , 
where  the  Capitana,  as  being  the  largeft  Ship,  ftruck,  and  was  in 
Danger  of  being  over-fet : An  Accident  which  gave  Cortes  no  lit- 
tle 1 rouble,  but  withal,  ferved  toraife  his  Reputation;  for  ani- 
mating his  Men,  on  View  of  the  Danger,  he  gave  fuch  Or- 
ders as  were  neceffary  with  great  Prefence  of  Mind,  and  ufed 
the  utmoft  Expedition,  without  Confufion.  His  firft  Care  was 
to  put  out  his  Boat,  and  take  out  the  Ship’s  Lading,  which  was 
carried  to  a little  Sandy  Ifland  hard  by:  By  which  Means  he  fo 
tar  lightened  her,  as  to  fet  her  afloat.  After  which,  getting  clear 
ol^  the  Banks,  they  took  her  Lading  on  Board  again,  and  pur- 
lu  d their  Courfe,  having  thus  fpent  the  feven  Days,  he  was 
detain  d in  this  Place,  much  to  the  Advantage  of  his  Reputa- 


Pedro  de  Barba  lodged  him  in  his  own  Houfe,  and  he 
was  received  with  great  Acclamations.  And  here  again  their  Num- 
bers encreafed,  feveral  of  the  Inhabitants  and  Gentlemen  entring 
into  the  Service  : Among  whom  were  Francifco  deMontejo,  who  was 
afterwards  the  King  s Lieutenant  of  Yucatan, Diego  de  Soto  del  Toro, 
Gat  ci  Caro,  Juan  Sedeno , and  other  Perfons  of  Diftinaion  and 
* or  tune ; which  very  much  added  to  the  Reputation  of  the  Enter- 
pnze,  and  compleated  the  Equipment  of  the  Fleet.  Thefe  Prepa- 

^ Up  (omen  Dd)'s : But  as  Cortes  knew  not  how  to  be 
1 e ime  ftaid  there,  he  commanded  the  Artillery 
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to  be  brought  on  Shore  to  be  cleaned  and  proved,  ordering  the 
Cannoniers  to  obferve  exaftly  how  far  each  Gun  would  carry; 
and  as  there  was  great  Plenty  of  Cotton  thereabouts,  he  dire&ed 
the  making  a fufficient  Quantity  of  defenfive  Arms.  Thefe  were 
a kind  of  Quilts,  in  the  Form  of  great  Coats,  which  were  called 
Efcaupilles : Neceffity  inventing  what  Experience  afterwards  ap- 
proved ; when  they  found  that  a little  Cotton,  ftitched  beween 
two  Cloths,  was  a better  Defence  than  Iron  againft  the  Arrows 
and  Darts  of  the  Indians ; for  they  loft  their  Force  by  the  weak 
Eefiftance  they  met  with,  and  were  likewife  hinder’d  from 
glancing  from  one  Man  to  another. 

A t the  fame  Time  he  exercifed  his  Soldiers  in  the  Ufe  of 
their  Fire  Arms  and  Crofs-Bows,  and  the  Management  of  their 
Pikes:  He  alfo  taught  them  how  coform  a Battalion,  and  file  off 
in  order;  how  to  Charge,  and  how  to  feize  a Poft;  inftrufting 
them  both  by  Voice  and  Example  in  the  Rudiments  of  War ; af- 
ter the  Manner  of  the  great  Captains  of  Antiquity,  who  by 
feigned  Battles  and  Affaults,  taught  new  Beginners  the  military 
Art.  Which  Pra&ice,  in  Time  of  Peace,  was  in  fo  much  Efteem 
among  the  Romans , that  from  this  kind  of  Exercife  they  gave 
their  Armies  the  Name  of  Exercitus. 

At  the  fame  Time,  and  with  the  fame  Diligence,  he  went  on 
with  the  reft  of  his  Preparations  : But  when  every  one  was  re- 
joicing at  the  Approach  of  the  Day  appointed  for  their  Depar- 
ture, Gafper  de  G arnica,  a Servant  of  Velajque^,  arrived  at  the 
Havana,  with  frefh  Orders  to  Pedro  de  Barba,  exprefly  enjoining 
him  to  difpoffefs  Cortes  of  the  Command  of  the  Fleet,  and  to 
fend  him  Prifoner  with  a good  Convoy  ; telling  him  how  highly 
he  had  been  difpleas’d  with  Erancifco  Verdugo  for  letting  him  go 
from  La  Trinidad  ; and  withal,  giving  him  to  underftand  how 
much  he  would  rifque  in  not  complying  with  his  Orders.  He 
likewife  wrote  to  Diego  de  Or  da and  to  Juan  Velafque % de  Leon , 
to  be  aflifting  to  Pedro  de  Barba  in  the  Execution  of  his  Com- 
mands. But  Cortes  was  advertis’d  of  what  was  doing  from  fe- 
veraf  Hands,  and  even  by  Garnica.  They  warn’d  him  to  take 
care  of  himfelf,  fince  he  who  firft  entrufted  this  Enterprize  to 
his  Condufl,  was  now  going  to  difcard  him  in  a manner  highly 
injurious  to  his  Honour  ; freeing  him  from  the  Scandal  of  In- 
gratitude, by  forcing  from  him  the  Favour  for  which  he  flood 
oblig’ d. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  XIII. 


Cortes  refolves  not  to  put  himfelf  in  the  Tower  of 
Velafcjuez : The  juft  Motives  of  this  Refolution : 
M^ith  what  further  pafs’d  till  the  T ime  of  their 
failing  from  the  Havana. 

LTHOUGH  Cortes  was  a Man  of  great  Spirit,  he 
could  not  help  being  (hock’d  with  this  new  Attempt, 
which  touch’d  him  the  more  fenfibly,  by  how  much 
the  lefs  it  was  expected  j for  he  thought  Velajque^ 
been  fatisfied  with  what  every  one  had  wrote  to  him  on 
the  Receipt  of  his  firft  Command  at  the  Town  of  La  Trinidad  j 
but  being  convinced  of  his  Obftinacy  by  thefe  repeated  Orders, 
he  began,  with  lefs  Temper,  to  think  of  taking  care  of  himfelf. 
On  the  one  Side,  he  faw  himfelf  applauded  and  efteem’d  by  all 
who  followed  him ; and  on  the  other,  degraded,  and  condemned 
to  Prifon  like  a Criminal.  He  acknowledged  that  Velafqtte ^ had 
expended  fome  Money  in  fitting  out  the  Fleet ; but  then  the 
greateft  Part  of  the  Charge  was  born  by  himfelf  and  his  Friends, 
and  a 1 moll;  all  the  Soldiers  were  rais’d  upon  their  Credit.  He 
revolv’d  in  his  Mind  all  the  Circumftances  of  the  Injury  done 
him;  and  confidering  the  Slights  he  had  hitherto  fuffered,  he 
grew  angry  with  himfelf,  and,  not  without  Reafon,  accus’d  his 
own  Patience  ; for  this  Virtue  palling  beyond  the  Bounds  afi 
fign’d  to  it  by  Reafon,  degenerates  into  Meannefs  of  Spirit  and 
Inflexibility.  He  was  alfo  concerned  for  the  Enterprize,  which 
he  forefaw  would  entirely  mifcarry  if  he  quitted  the  Conduit  of 
it;  but  that  which  molt  fenfibly  affeCted  him,  was  the  Wound 
given  to  his  Honour,  which  (to  thofe  who  underltand  its  Value) 
is  dearer  than  Life  it  felf.  Upon  thefe  Reflections,  and  this  Occa-* 
lion  of  Refentment,  Cortes  took  his  firlt  Refolution  of  breaking 
with  Velafque^.  Whence  it  appears  how  little  Jultice  Antonio  de 
Herrera  has  done  him,  by  placing  this  Breach  in  the  City  of 
St.  Jago , at  a Time  when  he  had  juft  received  fuch  lingular 
Obligations.  But  we  Ihall  adhere  to  what  is  related  by 
Bernal  Dia^_  del  Caflillo , an  Author  not  the  molt  favourable 
to  Cortes',  for  Gon^alo  Fernandes  de  Oviedo  affirms,  That  he 
acknowledged  his  Dependancy  on  the  Governor  Velafque till 

upon 
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upon  his  Arrival  in  Nen>  Spain  he  fet  up  for  himfelf,  giving 
an  Account  to  the  Emperor  of  the  Advances  made  by  him  in 
that  Conqueft. 

The  Pains  I have  bellowed  in  clearing  the  Chara£ler  of 
Cortes  from  thefe  early  Reproaches,  mull  not  be  thought  a Di- 
grelfion  from  the  SubjeCl : I am  as  far  from  flattering  thofe 
whom  I undertake  to  defend,  as  from  hating  others  whom  I 
condemn:  But  when  Truth  points  out  the  Way  to  juftify  the 
firft  Steps  in  a Man’s  Conduct,  who  knew  how  to  make  himfelf 
fo  confiderable  by  his  A&ions,  I ought  to  follow  the  Path,  and 
to  be  pleafed  with  difcovering  the  Certainty  of  that  which 
ferves  to  eftablifti  his  Reputation. 

I am  very  fenfible  that  an  Hiftorian  ihould  by  no  Means 
conceal  what  deferves  Reproof;  for  Examples  are  as  ufeful  to 
make.  Vice  abhorred,  as  to  allure  us  to  the  Imitation  of  Virtue: 
But  it  argues  a wrong  Turn  in  an  Author  to  put  the  word 
Conftruflion  upon  a Man’s  A&ions;  and  to  relate  as  Truth 
their  own  ill-natur’d  Conjectures,  is  a Fault  of  which  fome 
Writers  are  guilty,  who  have  read  Tacitus  with  an  Ambition  to 
imitate  that  which  in  Reality  is  inimitable,  and  fancy  they 
enter  into  the  Spirit  of  that  Author,  when  they  put  fuch 
Interpretations  upon  Things,  as  favour  more  of  Spleen  than  Art. 

But  to  return  to  our  Hiftory ; Cortex  judging  that  it  was 
now  no  longer  a Time  to  fmother  his  Refentment,  or  take  mode- 
rate Meafures,  which  are  generally  Enemies  to  great  Refolutions, 
refolved  to  provide  for  himfelf,  and  make  ufe  of  the  Force  he 
was  Mailer  of  as  Occafion  Ihould  require.  To  this  End,  be- 
fore Pedro  de  Barba  had  determined  to  publilh  the  Order  he  had 
againll  him,  he  made  halle  to  fend  away  from  the  Havana  Diego  de 
Ordag,  whofe  Fidelity  he  fufpeCted  very  much,  on  Account  of 
the  Efforts  he  had  made  to  be  chofen  Commander  in  Chief  in  his 
Abfence  : He  therefore  ordered  him  to  embark  immediately  on 
Board  one  of  the  Veffels,  and  to  make  the  bell  of  his  Way  to 
Guanicanico , a Settlement  fituate  on  the  other  Side  of  the  Cape 
St.  Antonio , to  take  in  fome  Provifions  which  he  had  dire&ed.  to 
be  carried  to  that  Place,  and  there  to  wait  his  Arrival,  with 
the  reft  of  the  Fleet.  Cortege  affilled  in  putting  this  Order  in 
Execution  with  his  ufual  Diligence  and  Calmnels;  and  this  Way 
difengaged  himfelf  from  a Man  who  might  have  embarafsd 
him  to  a very  great  Degree.  After  which  he  went  to  vilit  Juan 
Velafque z de  Leon,  whom  he  ealily  brought  over  to  his  Inte- 
rell,  being  himfelf  not  a little  difpleafed  with  the  Proceedings 
of  his  Relation,  and  withal  more  tradable,  and  of  lefs  Artifice 
than  Diego  de  Ordazj, 
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Having  taken  thefe  Precautions,  he  fhewed  himfelf  to  the 
Soldiers,  acquainting  them  with  the  new  Perfecution  that  threate- 
ned him.  They  all  offered  him  their  Services,  agreeing  in  the 
Refolution  of  alfdling  him,  tho’  differing  in  the  Manner  of  expref- 
fing  themfelves,  the  Zeal  of  the  Gentry  appear’d  as  the  natural 
Effeft  of  the  Obligations  they  had  to  him ; but  the  reff  declar’d  in 
his  Behalf  with  fd  much  Heat,  as  to  give  Uneafinefs  to  the  Perfon  in 
whofe  Favour  it  was  defign’d:  And  it  appear’d  by  their  Clamours 
and  Threats  on  this  Occafion,  how  much  a good  Caufe  may  fuffer 
in  the  Hands  of  the  Multitude. 

But  Pedro  de  Barba  apprehending  the  ill  Confequences  of  not 
appealing  this  Tumult  in  Time,  went  to  Corte^  and  appearing 
publickly  with  him,  quieted  all  in  a Moment,  by  declaring  aloud, 
That  he  did  not  defign  to  execute  the  Order  of  Velafquez,  or 
to  have  any  Share  in  fo  great  an  Injuflice.  This  turned  all 
their  Threats  into  Acclamations  : And  he  prefently  fhewed  the 
Sincerity  of  his  Intentions,  by  publickly  difpatching  Gafper  de 
Garbled  with  a Letter  to  Velafque z;  in  which  he  told  him. 
That'  this  was  not  a Time  to  flop  Cortez, ;,  who  was  too  well  at- 
tended to  let  himfelf  be  ill  treated,  or  to  be  reduc’d  to  Obedience 
by  Violence.  He  reprefented  to- him,  in  the  ftrongeft  Terms,  the 
Ferment  his  Order  had  occafioned  among  the  Soldiers,  and  the 
Danger  the  Tottm  had  been  in  by  this  Commotion;  and  con- 
cluded his  Letter  with  advifing  him  to  regain  Cortez,  by  Atds  of 
Friendfhip,  adding  new  Favours  to  thofe  he  had  already  bellow’d, 
and  relying  on  his  Gratitude  for  what  could  not  be  compafs’d 
either  by  Perfwafion  or  Force. 

This  Affair  being  over,  Cortez  employ’d  all  his  Thoughts  to 
haften  his  Departure ; which  he  found  neceffary,  in  order  to 
quiet  the  Minds  of  the  Soldiers,  who  were  difturb’d  afrelh  by 
the  Report  that  Velafquez  refolv’d  to  come  in  Perfon,  and  put  his 
Orders  in  Execution.  It  is  faid  that  he  had  form’d  this  Defign  • 
in  which  he  would  have  run  a very  great  Rifque,  without  fucceed- 
ing  : For  Authority  is  but  a weak  Argument,  when  oppos’d  both 
to  Reafon  and  Power. 


CHAP. 
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Cortez  names  the  Officers  of  his  Fleet ; parts  from 
the  Havana ; and  arrives  at  the  Ijle  of  Cozumel, 

' where  he  mufiers  his  Troops , and  animates  his 
Soldiers  to  the  Undertaking. 

Brigantine  of  moderate  Burden  having  joined  the 
ten  Veffels  which  compofed  his  Fleet,  Cortex  diftri- 
buted  his  Men  into  eleven  Companies,  putting  one  on 
Board  each  Veffel ; and  named  for  Captains  Juan  Ve- 
lafquezi  de  Leon , Alonjo  Hernandez  Portocarrero , Francijco  de  Mon - 
tejo,  Chriftoval  de  Olid , Juan  de  Efcalante , Francijco  de  Morla , Pe- 
dro de  Alvarado , Francijco  Saucedo,  and  Diego  de  Orda whom 
he  had  not  fent  out  of  the  Way  with  an  Intention  to  forget 
or  difoblige  him  by  nor  giving  him  an  Employment.  He  referved 
for  himfelf  the  Command  of  the  Capitana,  and  intrufted  the 
Care  of  the  Brigantine  to  Gines  de  Nortes.  The  Command  of 
the  Artillery  he  bellow’d  upon  Francijco  de  Orosco,  a Soldier  who 
had  lignaliz’d  himfelf  in  the  Wars  of  Italy ; and  chofe  for  his 
chief  Pilot  Antonio  de  Alaminos , a Man  of  Experience  in  tbofe 
Seas,  having  ferved  in  the  fame  Qualify  in  the  two  Voyages  of 
Francijco  Fernandes  de  Cordova  and  Juan  de  Grijalva.  He  drew 
up  Inftruftions  for  his  Officers;  wherein,  with  fingular 
•Forefight,  he  provided  againft  Contingencies;  and  the  Day 
of  Embarkation  being  come,  they  celebrated  a Mafs  of  the  Holy 
Ghoft  with  great  Solemnity,  at  which  all  the  Soldiers  very  de- 
voutly affifted,  recommending  to  God  the  Beginning  of  an  En- 
terprize,  the  Succefs  of  which  they  expefted  from  his  divine 
Affilfance  ; and  Hernan  Corte^,  as  the  firft  Aft  of  his  Command, 
gave  the  Word  St.  Peter,  thereby  acknowledging  him  the  Patron  of 
this  Expedition,  as  he  had  been  of  all  his  Aftions  from  his  Child- 
hood. After  which  he  ordered  Pedro  de  Alvarado  to  fail  for  the 
North  Coaft,  in  fearch  of  Diego  de  Orda in  Guanicanico ; and 
after  they  were  joined  to  wait  for  the  Fleet  at  Cape  St.  Antonio. 
The  reft  of  the  Veffels  had  Inftruftions  to  follow  the  Capitana  ; 
and  in  cafe  they  ffiould  be  feparated  by  contrary  Winds,  or  any 
other  Accident,  to  ftand  for  the  Ifle  of  Cozumel,  difeover  d by 
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Juan  de  Grijalva,  which  was  but  little  diftant  from  the  Land 
they  were  in  fearch  of,  and  where  Cortez,  propos’d  to  confider 
and  refolve  on  that  which  fhould  be  molt  necelfary  for  the 
Profecution  of  their  Enterprize. 

In  fine,  they  parted  from  the  Havana  the  i oth  of  February , 
15-19.  The  Wind  at  firft  was  favourable,  but  did  not  long 
continue  fo;  for  at  Sun -Set  there  arofe  a furious  Storm, 
which  put  them  in  great  Diforder ; and  when  the  Night 
came,  the  Ships  were  obliged  to  feparate,  that  they  might 
not  run  foul  on  each  other,  and  to  put  right  before  the 
Wind.  The  Ship  that  Francifco  de  Morla  commanded  buf- 
fer'd mod,  a Break  of  the  Sea  carrying  away  the  Rudder,  where- 
by he  was  in  great  Hazard  ol  being  loll.  He  fired  feveral  Guns 
as  a Signal  of  Diftrefs,  which  gave  extreme  Concern  to  the 
reft  of  the  Captains ; who,  notwithftanding  their  own  Danger, 
were  alarm’d  at  his,  and  did  all  that  was  poflible  to  keep  near 
him,  fometimes  bearing  up  againft  Wind  and  Sea,  and  then 
again  giving  way  to  their  Violence.  But  the  Storm  ended  with 
the  Night;  and  asfoon  as  they  had  Light  enough  to  diftinguifh 
Objefls,  Cortez,  was  the  firft  who  came  up  with  the  Ship  in  Dan- 
ger, the  reft  following  his  Example ; and  the  Damage  Ihe  had 
buffer’d  was  foon  repair’d. 

At  this  Time  Pedro  de  Alvarado , who  was  gone  in  fearch  of 
Diego  de  Ordaz,  difcover’d  by  Day-break  that  the  fame  Storm 
had  forced  him  into  the  Gulph  a great  Way  farther  than  he 
imagined  : For  in  order  to  keep  clear  of  the  Shore,  he  was  ob- 
lig’d to  put  out  into  the  open  Sea,  as  leaft  dangerous.  The  Pi- 
lot found  by  his  Compafs  and  Chart,  that  he  was  fallen  very 
far  from  the  Courfe  prefcrib’d  to  him,  and  was  at  fuch  aDiftance 
from  the  Cape  St.  Antonio , that  his  Return  would  have  been 
very  difficult ; wherefore  he  propofed  it,  as  moft  advifeable, 
to  fail  direftly  for  the  Ifle  of  Cozumel.  Alvarado  left  it  to  his 
own  Choice ; reprefenting  to  him  the  Order  of  Cortez. 
after  fuch  a Manner,  as  look’d  very  like  difpenfing  with  it. 
Hereupon  they  continued  their  Voyage,  and  arrived  at  the 
Ifiand  two  Days  before  the  Fleet.  They  landed  with  a De- 
lign  to  lodge  themfelves  in  a fmall  Town  near  the  Coaft,  well 
known  to  the  Captain,  and  fome  of  the  Soldiers,  fince  the 
Voyage  of  Grijalva ; but  they  found  it  deferted:  For  the  Indians , 
upon  the  firft  Notice  that  the  Spaniards  were  landed,  abandon’d 
their  Houfes,  retiring  farther  within  the  Country,  with  what  poor 
Moveables  they  had,  fuch  light  Baggage  giving  no  Obftruflion 
to  their  Flight.  Pedro  de  Alvarado  was  a young  Man  of  Spirit  and 
Valour,  well  qualified  for  any  Enterprize  where  he  received 
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Orders,  but  of  too  little  Experience  to  give  them.  He  had  a 
Notion  that  till  the  Arrival  of  the  Fleet  it  would  be  a Shame 
for  an  Officer  to  be  without  AfHon ; and  therefore  ordered  his 
Men  to  march,  and  take  a View  of  the  inner  Part  of  the  Ifland, 
and  at  little  more  than  a League’s  Diftance  they  found  another 
Town  forfaken  in  the  fame  Manner,  but  not  fo  entirely  un* 
furniffied  as  the  former;  for  here  were  fome  Cloaths  and  Provi* 
fions,  which  the  Soldiers  feized  as  Spoils  of  an  Enemy ; and  in  a 
Temple  of  one  of  their  Idols  they  found  divers  Jewels,  which 
ferved  to  adorn  it,  and  fome  Inftruments  of  Sacrifices,  fram’d 
of  Gold,  mixed  with  Copper,  of  which  they  made  Prize.  This 
Undertaking  did  by  no  means  promote  the  Service  they  were 
upon,  but  on  the  contrary,  frighted  the  Indians , and  crofs’d 
theDefign  they  had  of  gaining  their  Friendlhip.  Pedro  de  Alvarado 
grew  fenfible,  tho  fomethmg  too  late,  that  he  had  made  a falfe 
Step,  and  retired  to  his  firft  Poft,  having  taken  three  Prifoners, 
two  Men  and  a Woman,  who  not  being  able  to  efcape,  furren* 
der’d  without  any  Oppofition. 

The  next  Day  Cortex  arrived  with  the  whole  Fleet,  having 
fent  to  Diego  de  Ordaz-,  at  Cape  St.  Antbnio , to  join  him,  fufpeff- 
ing,  as  it  afterwards  prov’d,  that  the  Storm  would  hinder  Al- 
varado from  executing  his  Orders ; and  tho’  inwardly  well  pleafed 
to  find  him  there  in  Safety,  he  commanded  the  Pilot  to  be  in> 
prifoned,  and  reprimanded  the  Captain  very  ffiarply  for  not  saving 
obferved  his  Dire&ions,  as  well  as  for  his  Preemption  in  march- 
ing up  into  the  Ifland,  and  permitting  his  Soldiers  to  plunder. 
This  Rebuke  he  gave  in  publick,  with  Defign  that  it  might 
ferve  as  Warning  to  the  reft.  He  prefently  called  for  the  three 
Prifoners,  and  by  Melchior , the  only  Interpreter  he  had  in  this 
Voyage,  his  Companion  being  dead,  informed  them  how  much 
he  was  concerned  at  what  the  Soldiers  had  done ; and  ordering 
the  Gold  and  Cloaths  to  be  reftored,  he  fet  them  at  Liberty,  gi- 
ving them  fome  trifling  Prefents  for  their  Caziques,  that  theie 
Tokens  of  Amity  might  induce  them  to  lay  afide  the  Fear  they 

had  conceived.  A , 

The  Spaniards  encamp’d  on  the  Sea-fide,  where  they  reltea 

three  Days,  without  marching  any  farther,  that  they  might 
not  occafion  any  Difturbance  among  the  Indians.  After  which 
Cortex  muftered  his  Army,  and  found  that  it  confifted  o ve 
hundred  and  eight  Soldiers,  fixteen  Horfe;  and  of  Mechanicks, 
Pilots,  and  Marriners,  an  hundred  and  nine  more,  befides  two 
Chaplains,  the  Licentiate  Juan  Diaz-,  and  Father  Bartholomew 
de  Olmedo , a Regular  of  the  Order  of  our  Lady  de  la  Merced , 
who  accompanied  Cortez  to  the  End  of  his  Expedition. 

M THa 
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The  Mufter  being  over,  he  returned  to  his  Quarters,  attended 
by  his  Captains  and  principal  Soldiers;  and  taking  his  Seat  in 
the  Midft  of  them,  he  fpoke  in  the  following  Manner: 

u When  I cOnfider,  my  Friends  and  Companions,  the  good  For- 
“ tune  that  has  brought  us  together  in  this  Ifland*  the  Obftacles 
“ and  Perfecutions  we  have  furmounted,  and  the  Difficulties 
“ which  have  oppos’d  our  Enterprize,  I acknowledge  the  Hand  of 
“ God  in  the  Work  we  have  undertaken,  and  promife  my  felf  Suc- 
“ cefs,  from  Beginnings  fo  remarkably  favoured  by  his  Divine  Pro- 
“ vidence,  in  our  Zeal  for  the  Service  of  God  and  of  our  King;  inEf- 
“ fe£t  the  fame  that  has  animated  us  to  undertake  the  Conqueft  of 
“ thefe  unknown  Regions,  and  the  Almighty  in  fighting  our  Caufe, 
“ will  fight  his  own.  I have  no  Defign  to  leflen  the  Danger  of 
“ the  Undertaking:  We  are  to  expeft  bloody  Engagements,  in- 
“ credible  Fatigues,  and  fuch  Multitudes  of  Enemies,  that  it 
“ will  require  all  your  Valour  to  fuftain  their  Attacks : Belides 
“ that,  Want  of  Neceffaries,  Inclemencies  of  Weather,  and  dif- 
“ ficult  Marches,  will  exercife  your  Conftancy,  which  is  ac- 
“ counted  a fecond-rate  Valour,  and  ffiews  as  much  Greatnefs 
“ of  Spirit  as  the  firft ; for  very  often  in  War,  Patience  brings 
**  that,  to  bear,  which  Force  could  not.  By  this  Hercules  gained 
“ the  Name  of  Invincible , and  his  Exploits  were  called  Labours . 
“ You  have  been  accuftomed  to  fuffer  and  to  a<ft  in  thefe  Iflands, 
“ which  you  have  already  conquered : Our  prefent  Underta- 
“ king  is  of  greater  Importance ; we  muft  purfue  it  with  an- 
“ fwerable  Vigour,  and  proportion  our  Refolution  to  the  Diffi- 
“ culty  of  our  Enterprize.  Antiquity  has  painted  the  Temple 
“ of  Fame  upon  the  higheft  Part  of  the  Mountain,  and  her 
<C  Image  upon  the  higheft  Part  of  the  Temple ; thereby  giving 
“ to  underftand,  that  to  find  her,  even  after  we  have  gained 
“ the  Top  of  the  Mountain,  we  muft  look  higher.  We  are  but 
“ few  in  Number,  but  Union  adds  Strength  to  Armies,  and  ferves 
“ to  multiply  them:  In  our  Agreement  confifts  our  greateft 
“ Strength.  We  muft,  my  Friends,  be  all  of  one  Mind  to  refolve, 
“ and  as  one  Hand  to  execute : Our  Interefts  ffiould  be  the 
“ fame,  and  the  Glory  of  Conqueft  ought  to  be  equally  ffiar’d 
“ among  us:  The  Valour  of  every  one  in  particular,  mufteftablifh 
“ Security  of  all  in  general.  I am  your  Commander,  and  will 
“ be  the  firft  to  hazard  my  Life  for  the  meaneft  of  the  Soldiers. 
“ I fball  lead  you  on  by  Example  to  the  Execution  of  my  Orders; 
“ alluring  you  that  I find  in  my  felf  a Spirit  fufficient  to  under- 
“ take  the  Conqueft  of  a whole  World:  And  this  Hope  is  in- 
“ fpir’d  by  I know  not  what  extraordinary  Impulfe,  the  moft 
“ promifing  of  all  Prefages.  To  conclude,  let  our  Words  be  fuc- 

“ ceeded 
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“ ceeded  by  Actions ; and  let  not  this  Confidence  of  inine  be 
“ thought  Temerity,  fince  it  is  fo  well  fuppotted  by  you,  from 
“ whom  I expect  every  Thing  that  is  wanting  in  my  felf.” 

Thus  did  he  perfwade  and  animate  his  Men;  when  Notice 
came,  that  Home  Indians  were  feenat  a little  Diftance.  And  alt  ho’ 
they  came  in  feparate  Parties,  and'  without  Arms,  Cortek.  com- 
manded his  Men  to  be  rang’d  in  Order,  without  Beat  of  Drum, 
and  to  ftand  cover’d  behind  their  Lines,  till  they  faw  whether 
they  drew  near,  and  with  what  Defign. 


mEo  ,j  o 


C H A P,  XV. 

Cortez  pacifies  the  Inhabitants  of  Cozumel:  He  efta- 
blijhes  a Friendjhip  with  the  Cazique ; overthows 
their  Idols  ; begins  to  introduce  the  Gofpel ; and 
endeavours  in  vain  to  recover  fome  Spaniards,  who 
were  Fr  if  oners  at  Yucatan. 


H E Indians  were  in  fmall  Troops,  and  feemed  to 
be  confulting  among  themfelves,  a?  if  they  watch’d 
the  Motions  of  the  Spaniards,  whofe  Poffure  car- 
rying no  Appearance  of  Hoftility,  encourag’d  the 
boldeft  amongft  them  to  draw  near  by  little  and  little ; and  thefe 
receiving  no  ill  Treatment,  were  followed  by  the  reft,  fo  that 
fome  of  them  foon  enter’d  the  Camp ; where  they  were  fo 
favourably  received  by  Cortex,  and  allbefides,  that  they  called  to 
the  reft  of  their  Companions,  infomuch  that  they  came  in  great 
Numbers  that  very  Day,  and  mingled  among  the  Soldiers  with 
fo  much  Familiarity  and  Confidence,  as  fcarce  difcover’d  the 
leaft  Surprife,  but  ftrongly  argued  that  they  were  a People  ac- 
cuftomed  to  converfe  with  Strangers.  There  was  an  Idol  in  this 
Ifland  extremely  reverenc’d  by  the  Barbarians,  who  were  conti- 
nually flocking  to  worfhip  it  from  different  Provinces  of  the 
Continent ; on  which  Account  the  Iflanders  of  Cozumel  bad 
a perpetual  Commerce  with  People  of  divers  Nations,  Habits, 
and  Languages,  which  made  the  Arrival  of  the  Spaniards  ap- 
pear the  lefs  ftrange,  or  at  leaft  enabled  them  to  conceal  their 


At 
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At  Night  they  all  retired  to  their  Houfes ; and  the  next  Day 
the  principal  Cazique  of  the  Ifland  came  to  vifit  Cortez^  with  a 
numerous,  but  ill  appointed  Equipage,  delivering  his  Ambaffy 
and  Prefent  himfelf.  The  General  received  him  with  great  Hu- 
manity and  Satisfa&ion ; and,  by  his  Interpreter,  returning 
Thanks  for  the  Vifit,  allured  him  of  his  own  Friendlhip,  and 
that  of  his  Followers.  To  which  the  Cazique  replied,  That  he 
accepted  his  Offers,  and  would  make  a good  Ufe  of  them. 
They  heard  one,  among  the  Indians  who  accompanied  him,  re- 
peating after  a bad  Manner  the  Name  of  Caftilla ; and  Cortez , 
whofe  Attention  nothing  could  ever  divert  from  purfuing  his 
main  Point,  obferved  the  Word,  and  commanded  the  Interpre- 
ter to  inquire  into  the  Meaning  of  it.  Which  Remark  of  his, 
tho’  accidentally  made,  was  of  the  utmoft  Importance  in  facili- 
tating the  Conqueft  of  New  Spain,  as  we  fhall  fee  hereafter. 

The  Indians  faid  that  our  Men  very  much  refembled  certain 
Prifoners  who  were  in  Yucatan,  Natives  of  a Country  called  Caf- 
tilla. Which  Cortez  no  fooner  heard  than  he  refolv’d  to  fet  them  at 
Liberty,  and  engage  them  in  his  Service.  Upon  informing  himfelf 
more  particularly,  he  found  that  they  were  in  the  Power  of 
fome  Indians  of  the  higheft  Rank,  refiding  two  Days  Journey  farther 
within  the  Province  of  Yucatan.  Cortez  communicated  his  In- 
tention to  the  Cazique,  and  asked  him  whether  thofe  were 
warlike  Indians , and  what  Force  would  be  neceflary  to  refcue 
the  Chriftians  from  Slavery.  The  Cazique  gave  him  a very  ready 
and  reafonable  Anfwer,  telling  him  the  fecureft  Way  would  be 
to  ranfom  them,  for  that  endeavouring  to  releafe  them  by 
Force  of  Arms  would  expofe  them  to  the  Hazard  of  being  mal- 
facred  by  their  Mafters.  Cortez  embrac’d  his  Advice,  with  Ad- 
miration to  find  fo  much  good  Senfe  and  Policy  in  the  Ca- 
zique, whofe  Rank  among  Princes,  tho’  inconfiderable,  muff: 
have  taught  him  fome  Principles  of  what  they  call  Reafon  of 
State.  He  immediately  gave  Orders  to  Diego  de  Ordaz  to  fail 
with  his  Veflel  and  Company  to  the  Coaft  of  Yucatan,  by  the 
fhorteft  Cut  from  the  Idle  of  Cozumel,  which  might  be  about 
four  Leagues  over;  where  he  was  to  land  the  Indians  appointed 
by  the  Cazique  for  this  Purpofe,  who  carried  a Letter  from 
Cortez  to  the  Prifoners,  and  fome  Trifles  for  their  Ranfom, 
where  Ordaz  was  commanded  to  flay  eight  Days,  in  which  Time 
the  Indians  undertook  to  return  with  an  Anfwer. 

I n the  mean  time  Cortez  marched  with  all  his  Troops  in  a 
Body  to  take  a View  of  the  Ifland  ; not  that  he  faw  any  Neceflity 
for  being  on  his  Guard,  but  to  keep  the  Soldiers  together,  and 
confequently  to  fecure  the  Inhabitants  from  being  infulted.  He 

told 
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told  his  Men,  That  they  were  an  indigent  People,  ^ unable  to 
defend  themfelves  ; that  the  Sincerity  they  fliew’d,  entitled 
them  to  good  Treatment  in  Return,  and  that  their  Pover- 
ty was  fuch  as  gave  no  Temptation  to  Avarice.  That  they 
were  not  to  expecff  from  that  fmall  Spot  of  Ground  any  other 
Wealth  than  a good  Reputation  : “ And  do  not  think,  (added 
tl  he,)  that  the  good  Character  you  fhall  acquire  here  will  be 
« confined  within  the  narrow  Limits  of  this  miferable  Ifland ; 

“ for  the  Concourfe  of  Pilgrims,  who,  as  you  have  been  in- 
« formed,  are  accuftomed  to  refort  hither  from  all  Parts,  will 
“ carry  your  Name  to  diftant  Countries,  where  the  Chara&er 
“ of  Humanity  and  Juftice  will  be  of  fignal  Ufe  to  facilitate 
« our  Defigns  ; and  by  this  Means  we  fhall  meet  with  lefs 
“ Oppofition  in  Countries  where  more  is  to  be  gained.”  By 
fuch  Difcourfes  asthefe,  he  kept  the  Soldiers  within  Bounds.  He 
was  always  accompany’d  by  the  Cazique,  and  great  Numbers  of 
Indians , who  fupplied  him  with  Provifions,  and  exchang’d 
Gold  for  Glafs  Beads,  believing  that  they  over-reach’d  the  Spa- 
niards, and  could  never  purchafe  thofe  Toys  at  too  dear  a 
Rate. 

A t a little  Diftance  from/  the  Coaft  flood  the  Temple  of 
the  Idol,  fo  much  rever’d  by  the  Indians.  It  was  a fquare 
Building  of  Stone,  and  of  no  contemptible  Archite&ure.  The 
Idol  bore  the  Figure  of  a Man,  but  of  a very  terrible  Afpeft. 
All  the  Idols,  worfhipp’d  by  thefe  miferable  People,  were  formed 
in  the  fame  Manner  ; for  tho’  they  differed  in  the  Make  and 
Reprefenration,  they  were  all  alike  moft  abominably  ugly ; 
whether  it  was  that  thefe  Barbarians  had  no  Notion  of  any 
other  Model,  or  that  the  Devil  really  appeared  to  them  in 
fome  fuch  Shape  j fo  that  he  who  ftruck  out  the  moft  hideous 
Figure,  was  accounted  the  beft  Workman. 

’T 1 s faid  this  Idol  was  called  Cozumel,  and  gave  to  the  Ifland 
the  Name  which  it  retains  to  this  Day  ; but  very  improperly, 
if  it  be  the  fame  which  the  Devil  took  to  himfelf,  it  muft,  thro 
Inadvertency,  have  been  made  ufe  of  in  our  Maps,  being  con- 
trary to  all  Reafon.  The  Spaniards  found  a very  great  Con- 
courfe of  Indians  at  the  Temple,  and  in  the  midft  of  them  a 
Prieft,  diftinguifhed  from  the  reft  by  a certain  Ornament,  or 
Part  of  a Covering,  which  fcarcely  hid  his  Nakednefs.  He  feem- 
ed  to  preach,  and  to  perfwade  them  to  fomething,  by  a Tone 
and  Actions  extremely  ridiculous  ; for  he  gave  himfelf  the  Airs 
of  a Preacher,  with  all  the  Gravity  and  Authority  of  which  a 
a Man  dreffed  after  fuch  a Manner  was  capable,  tartar  inter- 
rupted him;  and  turning  towards  the  Cazjque,  laid  to  him, 
v sr  “ That 
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“ That  in  order  to  maintain  the  Friendfhip  between  them,  it 
“ Was  abfolutely  neceffary  for  him  to  renounce  the  Worfhip  of 
“ his  Idols,  and  to  influence  his  Subjects  to  do  the  fame  by  his 
“ Example.”  After  which  he  took  him  alide  with  his  Interpre- 
ter, and  made,  him  fenflble  of  the  Error  of  his  own,  and  the 
Truth  of  the  Chriflian  Religion,  by  fuch  Arguments  as  were  ac- 
commodated to  his  Capacity,  but  fo  convincing,  that  the  In- 
dian was  confounded,  and  would  not  venture  to  return  any 
Anfwer,  as  having  fufficient  Underftanding  to  be  confcious  of 
his  own  Ignorance.  He  recovered  himfelf,  and  defired  Leave  to 
communicate  this  Affair  to  the  Priefts,  who  had  Authority  from 
him  to  decide  abfolutely  in  Affairs  of  Religion.  The  Refult  of 
that  Conference  was  the  bringing  before  Cortex  that  venerable 
Preacher,  with  others  of  his  Profeflion,  who  all  made  loud 
Outcries,  which,  as  explain’d  by  the  Interpreter,  were  Prote- 
ftations  on  the  Part  of  Heaven,  againft  them  who  fhould  be 
fo.  audacious  as  to  difturb  the  Worfhip  of  their' Gods,  denoun- 
cing immediate  Punifhment  upon  the  Attempt.  Cortex  was 
incens’d  at  their  Menaces  ; and  the  Soldiers  guefling  his  Inten- 
tion from  his  Looks,  immediately  attacked  their  Idol,  over- 
turning the  Altar,  and  breaking  it  in  Pieces,  with  feveral  other 
Idols  of  a fmaller  Size,  placed  in  different  Niches.  The  In- 
dians were  aftonifhed  at  the  Sight  of  this  Deftruffion ; but  as 
the  Heavens  were  ferene,  and  the  expected  Vengeance  delayed 
to  come  down,  their  Adoration  was  chang’d  into  Contempt; 
and  they  began  todefpife  fuch  fuffering  Gods.  And  this  Paflion 
was  the  firfl  Effort  that  Truth  made  in  their  Hearts.  The 
refl  of  their  Temples  buffer ’d  the  fame  Fate  ; but  in  the  Chief 
of  them  they  built  an  Altar,  whereon  they  placed  the  Image  of 
the  Virgin  Mary , erefting  at  the  Entrance  a large  Crofs,  made 
by  the  Carpenters  of  the  Fleet,  with  equal  Zeal  and  Diligence. 
The  next  Day  they  faid  Mafs  at  that  Altar,  where  the 
Cazique,  accompanied  by  his  Indians , affifted  with  a Silence  that 
looked  like  Devotion  ; and  perhaps  it  naturally  flow’d  from 
that  Refpefl  which  is  imprinted  on  the  Mind  by  our  Holy  Ce- 
remonies, or  was  a fupernatural  Effeft  of  the  ineffable  Myftery 
contain’d  in  that  Sacrifice. 

Thus  did  Cortex  employ  his  Time  and  his  Soldiers,  during  the 
Term  of  eight  Days,  which  he  had  allowed  Diego  de  Ordazi  to 
flay  for  the  Spaniards,  who  were  Prifoners  in  Yucatan  ; but  he 
returned  to  the  Ifland  without  bringing  any  Account  either  of 
them,  or  the  Indians  who  were  fent  in  queit  of  them.  Cortez 
was  highly  difpleafed  ; but  believing  the  Barbarians  had  de- 
ceived him  by  falfe  Intelligence,  in  order  to  gain  the  Prefents 

he 
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he  had  fent  for  their  Ranfom,  of  which  they  feemed  fo  ex- 
tremely  fond,  he  did  not  care  any  longer  to  delay  his  Voyage, 
or  to  impart  his  Sufpicions  to  the  Cazique.  On  the  contrary, 
he  took  his  Leave  of  him  with  great  Civility,  and  Tokens  of 
an  entire  Satisfaction,  earneftly  recommending  to  him  the  Crofs 
and  the  Holy  Image,  which  he  trufted  to  his  Care,  expelling 
from  his  Friendffiip,  that  he  would  pay  it  all  due  Veneration, 
till  he  fhould  be  better  inftrufled,  and  thereby  more  capable  of 
receiving  the  Truth. 


CHAP.  XVI. 

Cortex  purfues  bis  Voyage-,  but  by  an  Accident  finds 
himfelf  obliged  to  return  to  the  fame  ijland.  Ge- 
ronimo  de  Aguilar,  who  had  been  Tr  if  oner  in 
Yucatan,  arrives , during  his  Stay  there , and 
gives  an  Account  of  his  Captivity. 


O RTEZ  put  to  Sea  with  a Defign  to  follow  the  fame 
Courfe  which  Juan  de  Grfidlya  had  done  before, 
and  to  difcover  the  Countries  from  which  he 
had  retired,  by  too  fcrupiilbus  an  Obedience  to  the 
Orders  he  had  receiv’d.  The  Fleet  had  the  Wind  a-ftern,  and 
all  were  overjoyed  at  the  profperous  Beginning  of  their  Voyage, 
when  an  unexpended  Accident  gave  them  gre^t  Unealinefs. 
Juan  de  Efcalant'e  fired  a Gun,  and  the  reft  of  the  Commanders, 
calling  their  Eyes  towards  him,  obferv’d  that  he  follow’d  with 
Difficulty  ; and  foon  after  tacked  about,  and  ilood  for  the 
Ifland.  Cortex  very  well  underftood  the  Meaning  of  what  he 
faw,  and  without  Haying  to  deliberate,  immediately  ordered  all 
the  Fleet  to  follow  him.  Juan  de  Efcalante  Hood  in  need  of  all 
his  Diligence  to  bring  off  his  Veflel  ; for  Ihe  fprung  a Leak, 
and  took  in  fo  much  Water,  that  ffie  was  upon  the  Point  of 
linking  when  ffie  approach’d  the  Shore  ; though  they  foon  ar- 
riv’d, who  came  to  his  Relief.  The  Soldiers  were  landed  ",  and 
the  Cazique  prefently  came  down  with  his  Indians,  and  feemed 
to  be  furprifed  at  their  fudden  Return  : But  when  they 
underftood  the  Reafon,  they  very  chearfully  helped  to  un- 
load the  Veflel;  and  afterwards  affifted  in  repairing  and  ca- 
reening 
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reening  it,  managing  their  Canoes  with  great  Dexterity,  and 
performing  lingular  Service  upon  this  Occafion. 

While  this  was  doing,  Cortex,  accompany ’d  by  the  Cazique, 
and  fome  of  his  Soldiers,  went  to  vifit  the  Temple,  and  found 
the  Crofs  and  Image  of  the  Virgin  Mary  in  the  fame  Place 
where  he  had  left  them  ; obferving  withal,  to  his  great  Satif- 
fa£tion,  fome  Signs  of  the  Veneration  paid  them  by  thefe  Barba- 
rians, in  the  Cleannefs  of  the  Temple,  and  the  Perfumes  they 
had  burned,  befides  Flowers  and  Boughs  with  which  they  had 
adorned  the  Altar.  Cortez,  thanked  the  Cazique  for  the  Care 
he  had  taken  in  his  Abfence.  The  Indian  was  pleas’d,  and 
received  the  Compliments  of  the  Spaniards , as  if  it  had  been  an 
Inftance  of  his  extraordinary  Conduct ; that  the  Image  and  Al- 
tar had  flood  undemolifh’d  for  no  longer  a Time,  at  the  farthefl, 
than  two  or  three  Hours. 

The  Accident  that  thus  retarded  the  Voyage  of  Cortez  de- 
ferves  a particular  Remark,  being  an  Event  that  may  be  rank’d 
with  Things  depending  on  Fortune,  and  yet  carrying  the  Ap- 
pearance of  fomething  more  than  of  Hazard,  or  Chance.  They 
who  faw  the  Courfe  of  their  Voyage  flopp’d,  and  a Ship  ready 
to  founder,  could  conlider  it  no  otherwife  than  as  a Misfor- 
tune which  very  ordinarily  happens  : But  whoever  will  refle£l 
that  the  fame  Time  that  was  neceffary  for  the  refitting  the 
Ship,  was  no  lefs  neceffary  for  the  Arrival  of  a Chriflian  Cap- 
tive at  that  Ifland,  who  had  been  Prifoner  in  Yucatan , fuffi- 
ciently  inftrufled  in  the  different  Languages  of  thofe  People, 
to  fupply  the  Want  of  an  Interpreter,  and  that  he  was  after- 
wards one  of  the  principal  Inflruments  of  this  Conquefl,  cannot 
attribute  all  this  to  Fortune,  but  muff  own  the  Hand  of  Pro- 
vidence in  a very  extraordinary  Manner. 

They  were  four  Days  refitting  the  Veffel;  and  on  the  lafl, 
as  they  were  going  to  embark,  they  difcovered,  at  a Diflance,  a 
Canoe,  which  was  croffing  the  Gulph  of  Yucatan , and  flood  di- 
re£lly.  for  the  Hland.  They  quickly  perceived  that  Ihe  was  fil- 
led with  armed  Indians , and  were  furprifed  at  the  Diligence 
they  ufed  to  come  up,  without  fhewing  any  Fear  of  the  Fleet. 
Cortez  being  informed  of  this,  gave  Orders  to  Andres  de  Tapia  to 
place  himfelf  in  Ambufcade  near  the  Place  at  which  the  Canoe 
was  to  land  the  Indians ,•  and  to  difcover  their  Defigns.  Andres  de 
Tapia  took  his  Poll  accordingly,  where  he  could  not  be  feen  : 
But  finding  they  came  on  Shore  with  their  Bows  and  Arrows, 
he  fuffer’d  them  to  pafs  by  him  a little  Way  from  the  Coafl, 
and  then  cut  off  their  Retreat.  As  foon  as  the  Indians  difco- 
vered him,  they  fled ; but  one  amongft  them  flopp’d  the  reft, 
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and  advancing  three  or  four  Paces,  pronounc’d  with  a loud 
Voice,  in  the  Cafiillian  Tongue,  that  he  was  a Chriftian.  An- 
dres de  Tapia  received  him  with  open  Arms ; and  full  of  Joy  for 
his  good  Fortune,  conduced  him  to  the  General,  followed  by 
the  Indians , who  appeared  to  be  the  Meffengers  left  by  Diego  de 
Qrda z upon  the  Coaft  of  Yucatan.  The  Chriftian  had  no- 
thing to  cover  him,  except  juft  enough  to  hide  his  Naked- 
nefs.  On  one  of  his  Shoulders  he  bore  his  Bow  and  Quiver; 
and  over  the  other  was  thrown  a Mantle  like  a Cloak,  in  one 
Corner  whereof  was  tied  our  Lady’s  Office,  which  he  immedi- 
ately ftiew’d  the  Spaniards , alcribing  to  his  Devotion  the  good 
Fortune  of  feeing  himfelf  again  amongft  Chriftians.  He  made 
his  Compliments  very  awkardly,  not  being  able  to  forbear  his 
new  Manner,  or  deliver  what  he  had  to  fay,  without  inter- 
mixing with  his  Spanifi b fome  Terms  that  were  not  underftood. 
Cortex  carefs’d  him  extremely;  and  covering  him  with  the 
Coat  he  had  on  ; informed  himfelf  in  general  who  he  was ; 
and  afterwards  gave  Orders  to  have  him  cloathed,  and  re- 
galed. He  publiihed  it  among  his  Soldiers,  as  a lingular  Feli- 
city both  to  himfelf  and  the  Undertaking,  that  he  had  redeemed 
a Chriftian  from  Slavery,  having  no  other  Motive  in  View  at 
that  Time  than  pure  Chanty. 

This  Man  was  called  Jerom  de  Aguilar , a Native  of  Ecija, 
where  he  had  received  Deacon’s  Orders ; and,  according  to  the  Ac- 
count he  afterwards  gave  of  his  Adventures,  had  been  near  eight 
Years  in  that  miferable  Slavery.  He  was  Ihipwreck’d  in  a Ca- 
ravel upon  the  Flats  of  the  Alacranes,  as  he  was  palling  from 
Darien  to  the  Ifland  of  St.  Domingo,  and  efcaping  in  the  Boat  with 
twenty  more  in  Company,  was  driven  upon  the  Shore  of  Yuca- 
tan where  they  were  taken,  and  carried  to  a Country  of  Ca- 
ribee  Indians , whofe  Cazique  immediately  cull’d  out  the  beft- 
fed  amongft  them,  to  offer  them  to  his  Idols,  and  afterwards 
to  feaft  on  the  wretched  Remains  of  the  Sacrifice.  One  of 
thofe  who  were  referved  for  another  Occafion,  by  Reafon  of 
their  Leannefs,  was  this  Jerom  de  Aguilar:  They  ufed  him 
very  rigoroufly,  but  at  the  fame  Time  inhumanly  feafted  him, 
that  he  might  be  in  better  Plight  to  furniffi  a fecond  Banquet  : 
Amazing  Brutality!  deteftable  to  Nature,  and  not  to  be  related 
without  Horror!  Aguilar  made  a Shift  to  efcape  out  of  a wooden 
Cage,  in  which  he  was  confin’d;  not  fo  much  to  fave  his  Life, 
as  to  feek  another  kind  of  Death : And  wandering  feveral  Days 
at  a Diftance  from  all  Settlements,  without  any  other  Nourilh- 
ment  than  what  the  Herbs  of  the  Field  afforded,  he  fell  into 

the  Hands  of  certain  Indians , who  prefented  him  to  their 
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Cazique,  an  Enemy  to  him  from  whom  Aguilar  had  made  his 
Efcape.  This  Mafter  tiled  him  with  more  Humanity,  either 
in  Contradiction  to  the  other,  or  perhaps  becaufe  he  had  a real 
Averfion  to  his  Cruelties.  Aguilar  ferved  him  fome  Years, 
running  through  different  Fortunes  in  this  new  Slavery  : For 
at  firft  he  oblig’d  him  to  work  beyond  his  Strength ; but  after- 
wards treated  him  better,  being  feemingly  pleas’d  with  his  Obe- 
dience, and  efpecially  with  his  Modefty ; (of  which  the  Spaniard 
gave  fome  Proofs,  more  admirable,  than  the  Tryals  of  it  are  de- 
cent to  be  related ;)  for  there  is  no  Temper  fo  barbarous  as  to 
be  wholly  void  of  the  Regard  due  to  Virtue.  Accordingly  the 
Cazique  gave  him  an  Employment  near  his  Perlon,  and  Aguilar 
in  a little  Time  acquir’d  his  Efteem  and  Confidence. 

This  Cazique  dying,  recommended  him  to  his  Son,  under 
whom  he  held  the  fame  Employment,  and  found  a favourable 
Occafion  of  encreafing  his  Credit ; for  the  neighbouring  Ca- 
ziques  making  War  upon  him,  he  gained  feveral  Victories  over 
them  by  the  Valour  and  Conduct  of  Aguilar , who  thereupon 
became  fo  great  a Favourite  both  of  Prince  and  People,  and  was 
in  fo  much  Authority  when  he  received  the  Letter  from  Cor- 
teg,  that  he  could,  without  Difficulty,  treat  for  his  Liberty, 
as  the  Recompence  of  his  Services;  and  ofter,  as  his  own  Gift, 
the  Prefents  which  were  fent  as  his  Ranfom. 

Thus  did  Aguilar  relate  his  Adventures ; adding  withal,  that 
of  the  reft  of  the  Spaniard  Prifoners,  there  remained  alive  only 
one  Sailor,  born  at  Palos  de  Moguer , called  Gonzjilo  Guerrero ; that 
he  had  communicated  to  him  the  Letter  of  Corteg,  and  endea- 
vour’d to  bring  him  with  him,  but  without  Effefif,  he  having 
married  a rich  Indian , by  whom  he  had  three  or  four  Children, 
and  excufing  his  Stay  by  his  Love  for  them,  pretending  natural 
Afte&ion  as  a Reafon  why  he  would  not  abandon  thofe  deplo- 
rable Conveniences,  which  with  him  weighed  more  than  Ho- 
nour or  Religion.  We  do  not  find  that  any  other  Spaniard , in 
the  whole  Courfe  of  thefe  Conquefts,  committed  the  like 
Crime;  nor  was  the  Name  of  this  Wretch  worthy  to  be  re- 
member’d in  this  Hiftory : But  being  found  in  the  Writings  of 
others,  it  could  not  be  conceal’d ; and  his  Example  ferves  to 
fihew  us  the  Weaknefs  of  Nature,  and  into  what  an  Abyfs  of 
Mifery  a Man  may  fall,  when  God  has  abandon’d  him. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  XVil. 


Cortez  profecutes  his  Voyage,  and  arrives  at  the 
River  of  Grijalva,  where  the  Indians  oppofe  his 
Landing  : He  engages  them , and  difembarks  his 
T roops. 

H E Spaniards  left  that  Ifland,  the  fecond  Time,  on 
the  4th  of  March,  1519;  and  without  any  Adventure 
worthy  of  Remark,  they  doubled  the  Point  of  Ca- 
toche,  which,  as  we  have  already  faid,  is  the  moll 
eafterly  Part  of  Yucatan  ; and  following  the  Coaft,  they  came 
to  the  Road  of  Champoton  ; where  the  Queftion'was  put,  in  a 
Council  held  on  that  Subject,  whether  they  ihould  land,  or  no. 
Cortex  inclined  to  the  Affirmative,  that  he  might  puniffi  the 
Indians  for  the  Refiftance  they  made  againit  Juan  de  Grijalva , 
and  before  that,  againft  Francifca  Hernandez  de  Cordova  ; and 
feme  Soldiers  who  had  been  prefent  on  both  thofe  Occafions, 
puffied  by  a Spirit  of  Revenge,  fupported  his  Opinion  with  ex- 
treme Warmth  : But  the  chief  Pilot,  and  the  reft  of  his  Pro- 
feffion,  oppofed  it  with  unanftverable  Reafons ; for  the  Wind 
that  favour’d  the  Continuance  of  their  Voyage,  direftly  opposd 
their  landing  in  that  Place  : Whereupon  they  purfued  their 
Courfe,  and  arrived  at  the  River  of  Grijalva.  There  was  no 
Occalion  to  deliberate  upon  the  Point  of  landing  here,  for  the 
good  Treatment  they  had  formerly  received,  from  the  Indians 
of  Tabafco , and  the  Gold  which  at  that  Time  they  brought 
from  thence,  were  two  powerful  Attraftives  to  carry  them 
afhore  ; and  Cortex  complied,  for  the  fake  of  maintain- 
ing Friendfhip  with  the  Inhabitants,  although  he  had  no 
Defign  to  ftay  there  many  Days;  for  his  Thoughts  were 
continually  bent  on  the  Dominions  of  Mote^uma,  of  which  Juan 
de  Grijalva  had  the  firft  Account  in  this  Province,  it  being  his 
Opinion,  that  in  this  Sort  of  Expeditions,  it  was  more  advife- 
able  to  attack  the  Plead  than  the  Members,  that  he  might  en- 
counter the  greateft  Difficulty  with  his  whole  Force. 

A s he  had  fome  Knowledge  of  this  Place  by  the  Experience 
of  thofe  who  had  been  there  before,  he  made  a Difpofition  for 

entering 
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entering  the  RiVer ; and  leaving  the  larger  Veffels  at  an  Anchor, 
he  embark’d  all  his  Soldiers,  well  arm’d,  in  thofe  of  a fmajler 
Size,  and  in  the  Boats ; and  was  beginning  to  make  the  beft  of 
his  Way  againft  the  Current,  in  the  fame  Order  as  had  been  be- 
fore praCtifed  by  Juan  de  Grijalva,  when  he  perceiv’d  a confi- 
derable  Number  of  Canoes  with  armed  Indians , which  covered 
both  Sides  of  the  River,  fupported  by  feveral  other  Bodies  on 
the  Shore.  Cortex  drew  near  in  clofe  Order,  and  commanded 
that  none  Ihould  fire,  or  lhew  the  leaft  Sign  of  Hoftility.  He 
follow’d  in  this  the  Conduit  of  Grijalva  ; for  he  was  more  feli- 
citous to  ufe  the  proper  Means  of  fucceeding  in  his  Enterprize, 
than  to  avoid  the  Imputation  of  copying  after  another,  well 
knowing  what  Rifques  they  run,  who  value  themfelves upon  find- 
ing out  new  Ways,  with  no  other  Defign  than  to  be  diftinguifh’d 
from  thofe  who  went  before  them.  The  Indians  thought  to 
put  a Stop  to  the  Spaniards  by  their  horrible  Outcries  : And  as 
loon  as  they  were  lo  near  that  what  they  faid  could  be  diftin- 
guilhed,  Jerom  de  Aguilar  found  that  he  Underftood  their 
Language,  which  was  the  fame,  or  little  different  from  that  of 
Yucatan  ; and  Cortex  look’d  upon  it  as  the  Work  of  Providence, 
that  he  was  furnilhed  witln  fo  good  an  Interpreter.  Aguilar 
informed  him,  that  the  Words  he  underftood  were  Menaces ; 
and  that  the  Indians  were  inclin’d  to  War.  Upon  which  Cor- 
te *L  ft opp’d,  and  commanded  him  to  advance  in  one  of  the  Boats 
with  Offers  of  Peace.  Aguilar  executed  his  Orders;  and  return- 
ed in  a very  fhort  Time  with  an  Account,  that  the  Indians 
were  in  great  Numbers  prepared  to  defend  the  Entrance  of  the 
River,  and  fe  obftinate  in  rheir  Refolution,  that  they  had  very 
infolently  refufed  fo  much  as  to  hear  him.  Cortex  had  no  De- 
fign to  begin  a War  in  that  Country,  or  delay  his  Voyage,  but 
finding  that  he  was  now  engaged,  he  thought  it  would  be  dis- 
honourable to  retreat,  and  of  dangerous  Confequence  to  fuffer 
this  Infolence  of  the  Barbarians  to  go  unpunished. 

The  Night  overtaking  them  in  a Country  unknown,  Corte^ 
thought  it  moft  advifeable  to  lie  by  till  Day ; and  difpofmg  eve- 
ry Thing  after  the  beft  Manner  he  could  for  the  Engagement  du- 
ring this  Sufpenfion,  he  commanded  all  the  Artillery  out  of  the 
great  Veffels,  and  his  Soldiers  had  Orders  to  arm  themfelves  with 
their  Cotton  Coats,  for  the  better  refilling  of  the  Arrows  ; to 
u Inch  he  added  fuch  other  Directions  as  he  judged  neceffary, 
without  reprefenting  the  Danger  greater  or  lefs  than  it  really 
was.  He  us  d all  poffible  Precaution  to  fecure  the  Succefs  of 
this  fir  ft  Aflion  of  his  Troops,  well  knowing  of  what  Impor- 
tance it  was  to  begin  an  Enterprize  well,  and  chiefly  in  War  ; 
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which  would  not  only  give  Reputation  to  his  Arms,  but  alfo 
add  to  the  Valour  of  his  Soldiers ; the  firfl:  Advantages  being  ge- 
nerally efteemed  good  Omens  of  thofe  which  are  to  come,  and 
feeming  to  communicate  to  them  their  own  happy  Influence  by 
fome  fecret  Virtue. 

As  foon  as  the  Day  appeared,  the  Veflels  were  drawn  up 
in  a Half-Moon,  whofe  Figure  leflen’d  by  Degrees,  till  it  ended 
in  the  Boats,  the  River  being  large  enough  to  allow  fufficient 
Room  for  that  Difpofltion.  Their  Advance  was  very  flow,  and 
feemed  to  invite  to  Peace:  But  our  Men  foon  difcover’d  the 
Canoes  of  the  Indians , who  waited  their  Coming  in  the  lame 
Order,  and  uflng  the  fame  Threats  as  the  Night  before.  The 
General  commanded  his  Men  not  to  ftir  till  they  were  attack’d ; 
telling  them  all,  That  they  ought  to  ufe  their  Shields  before  they 
employ’d  their  Swords,  the  Juftice  of  this  War  depending  on  the 
Provocation  to  it.  And  being  defirous  to  have  Reafon  ftill 
more  on  his  Side,  he  fent  Aguilar  a fecond  Time  to  them  with 
Offers  of  Peace  ; and  to  aflure  them,  That  this  was  a Fleet  of 
their  Friends,  who  defign’d  their  Advantage,  and  came  on  the 
Foot  of  that  Alliance  which  had  been  formerly  made  with  Juan 
de  Grijalva ; that  to  refufe  them  Entrance  would  be  a Breach  of 
it,  and  would  oblige  the  Spaniards  to  open  their  Way  by  Force 
of  Arms;  and  that  whatfoever  Damage  they  ftiould  fuftain, 
mud  be  imputed  to  themfelves. 

The  Anfwer  to  this  fecond  Propofal,  was  the  giving  the  Sig- 
nal for  the  Attack.  They  advanc’d  by  the  Favour  of  the  Cur- 
rent near  enough  to  ufe  their  Arrows,  of  which  they  difcharged 
fo  great  a Number,  both  from  the  Canoes  and  the  Sides  of  the 
River,  that  the  Spaniards  were  very  much  embarafs’d  in  their 
Endeavours  to  cover  themfelves ; but  having  received  the  firft 
Charge  according  to  Order,  they  returned  it  withfo  much  Vigour, 
that  the  Canoes  quickly  left  the  Paflage  free,  and  the  Indians, 
intimidated  by  the  Deaths  of  their  Companions,  flung  them- 
felves into  the  River  in  great  Numbers.  Upon  which,  our  Vef- 
fels  approach’d  the  Shore  without  further  Oppolition,  and  land- 
ed the  Troops  on  the  left  Side  of  the  River;  but  in  a Place  fo 
marlhy,  and  covered  with  Brambles,  that  they  found  them- 
felves engaged  in  a fecond  Conflict ; for  the  Indians , who  lay 
there  in  Ambufh,  and  thofe  who  efcaped  from  the  Engagement 
on  the  River  united  in  one  Body,  and  renewed  the  Attack 
with  extraordinary  Fury ; the  great  Quantity  of  Arrows,  Darts, 
and  Stones,  which  they  difcharged,  encreafing  the  Difficulty  o 
the  Morafs:  But  Hernan  Cortex  without  ceafing  to  light,  drew 

up  his  Men;  and  thofe  Ranks  which  were  formed,  making  Head 
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againft  the  Enemy,  covered  the  reft  of  the  Troops  who  were 
landing. 

H ayi  N g formed  his  Battalion  in  Sight  of  the  Enemy, 
whofe  Numbers  continually  encreas’d,  he  gave  Orders  to  Cap- 
tain Alonfo  Davila  to  advance  with  an  hundred  Soldiers  thro’  the 
Wood,  and  poffefs  himfelf  of  the  Town  of  Tabafco , the  Capital 
of  that  Province,  not  far  diftant  from  the  Place  of  Aflion,  ac- 
cording to  the  Accounts  of  thofe  who  had  been  upon  the  for- 
mer Expedition.  After  which  he  immediately  engaged  that  vaft 
Multitude,  forcing  them  back  with  equal  Courage  and  Difficul- 
ty; for  he  was  obliged  very  often  to  march  up  to  the  Knees  in 
Mud:  And  ’tis  faid,  that  in  the  Heat  of  the  Engagement  the 
General  loft  one  of  his  Shoes,  and  fought  a great  while  without 
miffing  it;  fo  thoroughly  was  his  Attention  employ’d  upon  the 
Bulinefs  of  the  Day. 

After  the  Spaniards  had  pafled  the  Marffi,  the  Indians  gave 
Way,  and  difappeared  in  an  Inftant  among  the  Woods.  Their 
Flight  was  owing  in  part  to  their  lohng  the  Advantage  of 
Ground,  and  in  part  to  their  Concern  for  the  Town  of  Tabafco , 
upon  their  difcovering  the  March  of  Davila , as  it  prefently  ap- 
peared by  the  great  Multitudes  that  immediately  repaired  to  the 
Defence  of  that  Place. 

The  Town  was  fortified  with  a kind  of  Wall  generally  ufed 
in  the  Indies , made  of  large  Trunks  of  Trees,  fixed  in  the 
Ground  after  the  Manner  of  Palifades,  and  fo  plac’d  together,  that 
there  was  Room  between  to  difcharge  their  Arrows.  The  Com- 
pals  was  round,  without  any  Traverfes,  or  other  Defences ; and 
at  the  Clofing  of  the  Circle,  the  Extremity  of  one  Line  covered 
the  other,  and  formed  a narrow  winding  Street,  in  which  were 
two  or  three  little  Caftles  of  Wood,  which  filled  up  the  Paffage, 
and  wherein  they  were  ufed  to  poft  their  Centinels : A fuffi- 
cient  Fortrefs  againft  the  Arms  of  this  new  World,  where  they 
were  happily  ignorant  of  the  Arts  of  War,  and  of  thofe  Me- 
thods to  attack  and  defend,  in  which  Mankind  have  been  in- 
ftrufted,  either  by  Malice  or  Neceffity. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  XVIII. 

The  Spaniards  gain  the  Town  of  Tabafco.  They 
Jend  out  two  hundred  Men  to  dif cover  the  Coun- 
try ; and  are  driven  back  by  the  Indians.  T hey 
Jhew  great  Valour  both  in  the  Engagement  and 
Retreat. 

0 RT  E Z arrived  at  the  Town  a little  while  be- 
fore Alonfo  Davila , who  was  flopp’d  by  fome  Marlhes 
and  Lakes  that  he  found  in  his  Way.  Without  giving 
Time  either  to  the  Indians  to  recover  themfelves,  or 
to  his  own  Soldiers  to  refleft  on  the  Difficulty,  he  ordered  Da- 
vila to  join  him  with  his  hundred  Men,  diftributing  among 
thetn  proper  Inftruments1  for  the  breaking  down  of  the  Palifades , 
he  gave  the  Signal  to  engage,  only  flopping  to  fay,  “ My 
“ Friends,  here  we  muft  lodge  this  Night : This  is.  the  Retreat 
“ of  thofe  whom  you  have  already  conquered  in  the  Field. 

This  weak  Wall,  that  covers  them,  ferves  to  make  them  a 
“ little  more  bold,  but  does  not  add  to  their  Security . Let  us 
“ follow  the  Victory  we  have  begun,  before  thefe  Barbarians 
“ forget  their  Cuftom  of  flying  before  us,  or  our  longer  Delay 
“ give  them  Time  to  recover  their  Courage.”  Having  ended 
thus,  he  led  them  on  to  the  Attack,  infpired  with  a Defire  to 
diftinguifh  themfelves. 

The  Soldiers  went  on  with  equal  Refolution,  and  turning 
aflde  a Shower  of  Arrows  with  their  Shields,  and  even  with 
their  Swords,  gained  the  Foot  of  the  Palifade  ; the  Interva  s o. 
which  were  of  Service  at  that  Time  for  the  Difcharge  o t ie 
Fire-Arms  and  Crofs-Bows,  which  quickly  drove  the  Enemy 
from  their  Poft,  while  fome  who  were  not  engaged,  overthrew 
the  Palifades,  and  entered  without  Refiftance,  the  Indians  re 
tiring  to  the  inward  Part  of  the  Town  ; but  had  ftopp  c up  t te 
Streets  with  other  Palifades,  where  they  again  made  Hea  , ut 
with  fmafl  Effetfl  ; for  they  were  embarrafs’d  by  their  own 
Numbers;  and  while  fome  were  retiring  from  one.  or 
another,  they  put  the  reft,  who  would  have  foug  it,  into  1 

order. 
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In  the  Center  of  the  Town  there  was  a large  Space,  where 
the  Indians  made  their  utmoft  Efforts  ; but  after  a little  Re- 
iiftance,  turn’d  their  Backs,  and  fled  into  the  Woods  in  great 
Numbers.  Cortez^  would  not  follow  the  Chace,  that  he  might 
give  his  Soldiers  Time  to  refrelh,  and  the  Fugitives  to  fue  for 
Peace,  during  the  Confternation  of  their  Defeat. 

Thus  did  the  Spaniards  gain  Tabajco,  a large  Town,  and 
well  provided  for  Defence  ; for  they  had  fent  away  all  their 
Families  and  EfFefts,  and  ftored  the  Town  with  Provifions : So 
that  the  Covetoufnefs  of  the  Soldiers  was  difappointed  ; but 
they  found  what  was  neceflary.  Fourteen  or  fifteen  of  them 
were  wounded  5 and  amongft  them,  our  Hiftorian,  Bernal  Diazi 
del  Caflillio , whom  we  follow  in  what  he  reports  of  himfelf.  It 
cannot  be  denied  but  that  he  was  a valiant  Soldier,  and  the  Style 
of  his  Hiftory  ftiews,  that  he  underftood  a Sword  better  than  a 
Pen.  In  this  Engagement  died  a conflderable  Number  of  In- 
dians. Of  the  Wounded  there  was  no  Account,  becaufe  they 
took  Care  to  carry  them  oft,  it  being  a Point  of  Honour 
amongft:  them  to  conceal  their  Lofs  from  the  Enemy. 

That  Night  the  Troops  lodged  in  three  Temples,  fituated  in 
that  Part  of  the  Town  where  they  laft  engaged.  Cortez^  went 
his  Rounds,  and  pofted  his  Sentinels  with  as  much  Care  and 
Kxa£tnefs,  as  if  he  had  had  a Veteran  Army  of  Enemies  in 
view,  well  knowing  that  a Man  can  never  be  too  circumfpe£l  in 
War,  where  nothing  is  more  dangerous  than  too  much  Security. 
Caution  is  as  neceffary  as  Valour  in  a Commander. 

The  next  Day  the  Country  appeared  all  forfaken  and  quiet ; 
for  fo  far  as  the  Eye  could  reach,  there  was  not  the  leaft  Sign 
of  an  Enemy,  or  any  Noife  to  be  heard : The  neighbouring 
Woods  were  fearch’d,  and  found  to  be  equally  folitary.  How- 
ever, Cortez^  did  not  think  it  proper  to  march  out  of  his  In- 
trenchments.  This  great  Stilnefs  made  him  the  more  fufpi- 
cious  ; and  he  was  ftill  the  more  apprehenfive  when  he  under- 
ftood that  his  Interpreter  Melchior,  who  came  from  Cuba,  had 
deferted  that  very  Night,  leaving  his  Chriftian  Habit  hanging 
on  a Tree ; whole  informations  might  be  of  ill  Confequence 
to  him  among  thofe  Barbarians,  as  it  afterwards  appeared  : 
For  it  was  he  that  induc’d  them  to  renew  the  War,  acquainting 
them  with  the  fmall  Number  of  our  Soldiers  ; that  they  were 
not  immortal,  nor  their  Fire-Arms  Thunder  and  Lightning,  as 
they  imagin’d  ; the  Dread  of  which  had  made  them  deflrous  of 
Peace.  But  his  Crime  did  not  go  long  unpunifhed  ; for  the 
fame  Barbarians,  whom  he  had  perfwaded  to  take  up  Arms, 
being  vanquifhed  a fecond  Time,  reveng’d  themfelves  on  the 
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Advifer  of  the  War*  by  making  him  a miferable  Sacrifice  to 
their  Idols. 

In  this  Uncertainty,  Cortez  refolded  to  fend  ouc  Pedro  de  Al- 
varado, and  Francifco  de  Lugo,  each  with  an  hundred  Men,  by 
different  Ways  to  view  the  Country,  with  Orders,  if  they  found 
out  an  Army  in  the  Field,  to  retire  to  their  Quarters,  without 
engaging  with  unequal  Numbers.  This  was  executed:  And 
Francifco  de  Lugo,  after  little  more  than  an  Hour’s  March,  fell 
into  an  Ambufcade  of  numberlefs  Indians,  who  attacked  him  on 
all  Sides;  and  that  with  fo  much  Fury,  that  he  was  obliged 
to  draw  up  his  little  Battallion  into  a Square,  facing  every 
Way.  The  Number  of  the  Enemies  encreafed,  and  the  Spa- 
niards began  to  be  tired,  when  it  pleafed  God,  that  Alvarado , 
who  had  taken  a different  Road  from  his  Companion,  met  with 
a Marlh,  which  obliged  him  to  turn  abide,  and  brought  him 
where  the  Report  of  the  Fire-Arms  gave  him  Notice  of  the 
Engagement.  Alvarado  marched  ftrait  to  the  Noife,  and  dis- 
covered the  Enemies  Squadrons,  at  a Time  when  our  Men  were 
in  the  utmoft  DiRrefs.  He  advanced  with  all  the  Halle  polfible, 
under  Cover  of  a Wood,  and  fending  an  Indian  of  Cuba  to  Cortez., 
to  advife  him  of  the  Accident,  drew  up  his  Men,  and  fell  upon 
the  Enemy  with  fo  much  Refolution,  that  the  Indians  furprifed 
at  the  fudden  Affault,  left  them  the  Paffage  free,  and  without 
giving  the  Spaniards  Time  to  break  them,  difpers’d  of  them- 
felves. 

This  Succour  gave  Francifco  de  Lugo’s  Soldiers  Time  to 
breathe ; and  as  foon  as  the  two  Captains  had  joined  their 
Troops,  and  doubled  their  Ranks,  they  charged  another  Squa- 
dron of  the  Enemy,  who  flopp’d  up  the  Way  to  their  Quarters, 
that  they  might  execute  the  Orders  they  had  received  to  re- 
treat. 

Here  again  they  found  Refiftance ; but,  in  fine,  they  made 
Way  through  them  with  their  Swords,  marching  forward,  tho’ 
continually  attack’d,  and  fometimes  almoft  borne  down ; fo  me 
fought  while  others  took  Breath ; and  whenfoever  they  advanced 
to  gain  Ground,  they  were  charged  by  the  whole  Body  of  the 
Enemy,  who  immediately,  upon  their  facing  about,  got  out  of 
their  Reach,  retiring  with  the  fame  Swiftnefs  that  they  were 
attack’d;  the  Motions  of  this  great  Multitude  of  Barba- 
rians, from  one  Side  to  another,  refembling  the  Rolling  of  the 
Sea,  whofe  Waves  are  driven  back  by  the  Wind. 

The  Spaniards  had  marched  about  three  Quarters  of  a League, 
continually  plying  their  Weapons,  when  Ferdinand  Cortez  ap- 
peared  at  a Diftance,  who,  upon  the  Notice  given  him  by 
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Alvarado,  was  coming  to  their  Relief,  with  all  the  reft  of  the 
Troops.  As  foon  as  the  Indians  fpy’d  him,  they  made  a Halt* 
giving  thofe  they  purfu’d  Time  to  march  off,  and  continued  a 
while,  looking  on,  either  by  Way  of  Threatning,  or  to  fignify 
that  they  were  not  afraid ; yet  afterwards  they  difperfed  in  fe- 
veral  fmall  Bodies,  and  left  the  Field  to  their  Enemies.  Corte % 
returned  to  his  Quarters,  without  entering  farther  into  the 
Difpute,  becaufe  it  was  requifite  to  take  care  of  the  Wounded, 
being  eleven  in  both  Companies,  of  which  Number  two  died, 
and  this  was  reckon’d,  at  that  Time,  a very  great  Lofs. 


CHAP.  XIX. 


The  Spaniards  engage  with  a powerful  Army  of  the 
Indians  of  Tabafco  and  the  Tarts  adjacent.  A 
Defer  iption  of  their  Manner  of  fighting ; and  of  the 
JTiciory  obtained  by  Corte!z. 

O M E Prifoners  were  taken  upon  this  Occafion;  and 
Cortes c order’d  Jerom  de  Aguilar  to  examine  them 
feparately,  to  know  what  it  was  that  thofe  Indians 
founded  their  Obftinacy  on,  and  what  Forces  they 
had  to  fupport  it.  Their  Anfwers  were  fomewhat  different 
in  their  Circumftances;  but  they  agreed  in  declaring,  That  all 
the  Caziques  of  the  neighbouring  Countries  were  fummon’d  to 
the  Aftiftance  of  thofe  of  Tabajco ; and  that  the  next  Day  a very 
powerful  Army  was  to  be  drawn  together  to  make  an  End  of 
the  Spaniards  at  once,  of  which  Number  the  Body  that  had  at- 
tack’d the  two  Companies  under  Francifco  de  Lugo  and  Pedro  de 
Alvarado , was  but  a fmall  Detachment.  This  Intelligence  gave 
Corteg  fome  Uneafinefs;  whereupon  he  refolved  to  call  his  Cap- 
tains together,  and  advife  with  them  what  was  proper  to  be 
done.  He  laid  before  them  the  Difficulties  they  lay  under; 
their  fmall  Numbers,  and  the  great  Preparations  the  Indians  had 
made  to  deftroy  them,  without  concealing  the  leaft  Circum- 
ftance  of  what  the  Prifoners  had  declar’d.  On  the  other  hand 
he  ponder’d  how  far  they  were  engaged,  reprefenting  to  them 
their  own  Valour,  the  Nakednefs  and  Weaknefs  of  their  Ene- 
mies, and  how  eafily  they  had  overthrown  them  at  Tabafco,  at 

their 
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their  Landing ; but  above  all  he  urged  the  ill  Confequences  of 
turning  their  Backs  upon  the  Threats  of  thofe  Barbarians,  the 
Report  of  whofe  Boafts  might  fpread  as  far  as  the  Country  they 
Were  going  to,  which  would  be  a Difgrace  of  fo  much  Confe- 
quence,  that  in  his  Opinion  they  mull  either  entirely  lay  afide 
the  Enterprize  of  New  Spain,  or  proceed  no  farther  till  they 
had  either  eftabliihed  Peace,  or  fubdu’d  that  Province;  but  that 
he  only  propofed  this  as  his  Opinion,  being  refolved  to  a£l  as 
Ihould  be  judged  the  molt  convenient.  ^ # . 

They  very  well  knew  that  this  Deference  of  their  General 
was  no  Affe&ation ; for  he  always  valu’d  himfelf  much  upon 
being  fond  of  Advice,  and  fubmitting  to  that  Opinion  which 
Was  bell,  this  being  one  of  his  chief  Qualities,  and  a fufficient 
Proof  of  his  Prudence:  For  true  Judgment  is  not  fo  confpicuous 
in  forming  an  Argument,  as  it  is  in  difcovering  the  Force  of 
another’s.  Upon  this  every  one  gave  his  Opinion;  and  they  all 
agreed,  that  it  was  not  then  practicable  to  depart  that  Coun- 
try till  they  had  either  reduced  or  chaftifed  the  Inhabitants. 
Whereupon  Covte z proceeded  to  make  the  neceflary  Dilpolitions 
for  that  Enterprize.  He  ordered  the  wounded  Men  to  be  car- 
ried on  Board,  the  Horfes  to  be  landed,  and  the  Artillery  to  be 
in  a Readinefs,  and  every  Thing  in  Order  by  the  next  Morn- 
ing, which  was  the  Feaft  of  the  Annunciation  of  our  Lady , 
memorable  to  this  Day  in  that  Country,  on  Account  of  the 
Succefs  of  that  Battle. 

As  foon  as  it  was  Day,  he  contrived  that  all  the  Men  Ihould 
hearMafs;  and  giving  the  Command  of  the  foot  to  James  de 
Orda^ , he  and  the  other  Commanders  mounted  a Horieback, 
and  kept  pace  with  the  Artillery,  which  moved  with  much  Diffi- 
culty, becaufe  the  Ground  was  boggy  and  uneven.  They  drevv 
near  to  the  Place,  where,  according  the  Information  of  the  Pn- 
foners,  the  Enemy’s  Forces  were  to  rendevous,  but  found  no  one 
of  whom  they  could  get  the  leail  Account,  till  coming  to  a 
Place  called  Cinthla,  little  lefs  than  a League  from  their  Q_uarters’ 
they  difcover’d  at  a great  Diftance  the  Indian  Army,  fo  nume- 
rous, and  extending  fo  far,  that  the  Sight  could  not  reach  to 

fee  the  End  of  them.  . , 

We  will  now  defcribe  the  Indian  Manner  of  Marching,  an 
Engaging,  which  may  ferve  upon  all  Occafions  in  this  Conque  , 
the  Art  of  War  being  almoft  the  fame  among  all  the  Nations 
in  New  Spain.  Moft  of  their  Weapons  were  Bows  and  Arrows . 
The  Bow-Strings  were  made  of  the  Sinews  of  Bealls,  or  o hongs 
of  Deer  Skin  twilled;  and  their  Arrows,  for  Want  of  Iron,  were 
headed  with  Bones  ground  fharp,  or  Filh  Bones.  They  uie 
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alfo  a kind  of  Darfs,  which  fometimes  they  threw,  and  at 
others  they  managed  like  a Pike,  as  Occalion  required.  They 
had  likewife  long  Swords*  which  they  ufed  with  both  Hands, 
as  we  do  our  Scimitars  or  Faulchions,  made  of  Wood,  in  which 
they  fixed  fharp  Flints.  The  ftrongeft  of  them  had  Clubs,  point- 
ed with  Flints.  And  there  were  Slingers,  who  threw  Stones  with 
great  Force  and  Skill.  The  defenlive  Arms,  which  were  only  ufed 
by  Commanders  and  Perfons  of  Deftinftion,  were  Coats  of 
quilted  Cotton,  ill-fitted  Breaff-Plates,  and  Shields  of  Wood 
or  Tortoife- Shell,  adorned  with  Plates  of  fuch  Metal  as 
they  could  get ; and  fome  made  ufe  of  Gold  as  we  do  of  Iron. 
The  reft  were  naked ; and  all  of  them  deformed  with  Dies  and 
Painting  of  leveral  Sorts,  which  they  ufed  about  their  Faces 
and  Bodies ; a Martial  Sort  of  Ornament  among  them,  prac- 
tis’d to  ftrike  a Terror  into  their  Enemies,  applying  Uglinefs  to 
look  the  more  dreadful ; as  Tacitus  relates  of  the  Arii,  a People 
in  Germany,  and  remarks  that  an  Impreffion  on  the  Eye  is  the 
firft  Step  to  Victory.  Their  Heads  were  covered  with  divers 
Plumes  of  Feathers,  like  Crowns,  raifed  on  high  to  make  them 
appear  taller.  They  had  alfo  warlike  Inftruments,  and  Mufick, 
with  which  they  animated  their  Soldiers ; and  gave  Signals ; as 
Flutes  made  of  great  Canes;  Sea-Shells;  and  a Sort  of  Drums, 
made  of  the  Trunk  of  a Tree,  fo  hollowed,  and  made  thin, 
that  they  anfvvered  to  the  Stroke  of  the  Stick  a very  difplea- 
ling  Sound,  but  feemed  well  fuited  to  the  Ears  of  thofe 
People.  They  formed  their  Battallions  of  great  Numbers,  with- 
out any  Order;  but  had  Troops  of  Referve  to  relieve  where 
there  was  Occalion.  They  made  their  Attacks  with  great  Fu- 
ry, and  terrible  Outcries,  with  which  they  thought  to  intimidate 
their  Enemies,  a Cuftom  which  fome  have  accounted  among 
the  Brutalities  of  thofe  Indians , without  obferving  that  it  has 
been  ufed  by  many  antient  Nations,  and  not  defpifed  even  by 
the  Romans : For  Gefar  in  his  Commentaries  commends  the  Cries 
of  his  own  Soldiers,  and  blames  the  Silence  of  thofe  of  Pompey ; 
and  Cato  the  Elder  was  wont  to  fay,  that  he  had  obtained  more 
\ iflories  by  the  Cries  of  the  Soldiers,  than  by  their  Swords ; 
both  of  them  being  of  Opinion,  that  the  Cries  of  the  Soldiers 
proceeded  from  the  Courage  that  was  in  the  Heart.  We  do  not 
argue  whether  this  is  a commendable  Cuftom,  or  not,  but  only 
fay,  it  was  not  fo  barbarous  in  the  Indians,  as  to  be  without 
Example  in  other  Nations.  Their  Armies  were  compos’d  of 
Natives,  and  feveral  Troops  of  Auxiliaries  from  the  neighbour- 
ing Provinces,  who  came  to  the  Afliftance  of  their  Confederates, 
who  being  led  by  their  Caziques,  or  fome  Prime  Indian  of  their 

Family. 
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Family.  And  they  were  divided  into  Companies*  whofe  Captains 
led,  but  could  fcarce  govern  their  Men ; for  when  they  came  to 
engage  they  were  directed  either  by  Fear  or  Rage,  as  is  ufual 
among  fuch  Multitudes,  being  equally  eager  to  attack*  and  to 
run  away. 

Such  was  the  Martial  Difcipline  of  the  Indians ; and  after 
this  Manner  that  Army*  or  rather  that  Innundation  of  Men, 
which  feemed  to  cover  all  the  Country,  advanc’d  towards  the 
Spaniards.  Cortex  was  fenfible  of  the  Danger  he  was  in,  yet 
did  not  defpair  of  the  Succefs,  but  encourag’d  his  Soldiers  with 
a chearful  Countenance ; and  polling  them  under  the  Shelter  of 
a riling  Ground,  which  covered  their  Rear,  and  placing  the 
Artillery  where  it  could  do  molt  Execution,  he  ftruck  into  a 
Wood  with  his  fifteen  Horfe,  advancing  far  into  it,  in  order  to 
daily  out,  and  flank  them  as  Occafion  fhould  require.  As  foon 
as  the  Indian  Army  came  up  within  a proper  Diftance,  they 
made  the  firft  Difcharge  of  their  Arrows,  and  attack’d  the  Spa - 
niards  with  fo  much  Fury  and  Precipitation,  that  the  Fire-Arms 
and  Crofs-Bows  not  being  able  to  flop  them,  they  were:  obliged 
to  make  ufe  of  their  Swords.  Great  was  the  Slaughter  made 
among  them  ; and  as  they  prefs’d  on  in  Throngs,  the  Artillery 
deftroy’d  whole  Companies;  but  they  were  fo  obftinate  and 
conceited,  that  as  foon  as  the  Ball  was  pafs’d  they  clofed  again,  and 
cover’d  the  Lofs  they  fuftain’d,  crying  aloud,  and  flinging  Hand- 
fuls of  Dull  into  the  Air,  that  the  Spaniards  might  not  fee  thofe 
who  fell,  or  hear  their  Lamentations. 

Diego  de  Or  da g repaired  to  all  Parts,  acquitting  himfelf 
both  as  a good  Captain  and  a valiant  Soldier:  But  the  Enemies 
being  fo  very  numerous,  the  Spaniards  had  enough  to  do  to 
Hand  their  Ground ; and  the  Inequality  of  their  Strength  began 
to  appear,  when  Cortex  who  could  not  come  fooner  to  the  Af- 
liftance  of  his  Men,  by  reafon  of  fome  Brooks  he  had  to  pafs, 
fally’d  forth  from  the  Wood,  and  fell  upon  all  that  Army, 
breaking  through  the  thickeft  of  their  Battallions,  and  doing 
fuch  Execution  with  his  Horfe,  that  the  Indians  wounded,  and 
trod  under  Foot,  thought  of  nothing  but  getting  from  them, 
throwing  away  their  Arms,  to  be  able  to  fly  the  better,  and  look’d 
upon  them  as  an  Obftacle  to  their  A&ivity. 

Diego  de  Ordaz^  was  fenfible  that  the  Relief  he  had  expefled 
was  come,  by  the  weak  Reliftance  of  the  Enemies  Van-Guard, 
which  began  to  face  about  by  Reafon  of  the  Confufion  in  the 
Rear  ; whereupon,  without  Lofs  of  Time,  he  advanced  with 
his  Foot,  charging  thofe  who  had  almofl:  opprefs’d  him  with  fo 
much  Refolution,  that  he  obliged  them  to  give  way,  gaining 
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the  Ground  which  they  loft,  till  he  came  to  the  Place  that  Cortex. 
and  his  Captains  had  clear’d.  They  all  joined  to  make  their 
laft  Effort,  and  were  forced  to  mend  their  Pace,  for  the  In- 
dians were  retiring  in  an  hafty  Manner,  ftill  making  Head 
againft  them,  calling  their  Darts,  and  difcharging  their  Arrows. 
The  which  Manner  of  making  off  and  withdrawing  from  the 
Fight  in  good  Order  they  continu’d  till  the  Spaniards  coming 
up  to  them,  and  they  finding  themfelves  again  attack’d,  turn’d 
their  Backs,  and  inftead  of  retreating,  fled  outright. 

Cortez  commanded  his  People  to  halt,  to  avoid  the  fhed- 
ding  of  more  Blood,  ordering  only  fome  Prifoners  to  be  taken, 
whom  he  might  make  ufe  of  to  fet  on  foot  a Treaty  of  Peace, 
which  he  chiefly  had  in  View,  looking  on  the  War  as  no  more 
than  a Circumftance  of  his  principal  Defign.  Above  eight 
hundred  Indians  remained  dead  upon  the  Spot,  and  the  Num- 
ber of  the  Wounded  was  very  great.  Of  the  Spaniards  two  Sol- 
diers were  killed,  and  Threefcore  and  ten  wounded. 

The  Enemies  Army,  according  to  the  Account  we  find, 
confifted  of  forty  thoufand  Men ; who,  altho’  they  were  naked 
Barbarians,  as  fome  Strangers  have  obferved,  yet  had  Hands  to 
do  mifchief : And  tho’  they  had  wanted  Courage,  which  is  pro- 
per to  Men,  yet  they  could  not  be  deftitute  of  Fiercenefs,  of 
which  Brute  Beafts  are  capable. 

The  Aflion  of  Tabafco,  in  fpite  of  Envy,  has  worthily  de- 
ferved  to  be  remember’d,  by  building  a Church  in  Commem- 
moration  of  the  Day  on  which  the  Battle  was  fought,  dedica- 
ted to  bur  Lady  of  Victory,  and  giving  the  fame  Name  to  the 
firft  To\Vn  which  the  Spaniards  built  in  that  Province.  The 
greateft  Share  of  the  happy  Succefs  muft  be  afcrib’d  to  the 
Valour  of  the  Soldiers,  who  by  their  Courage  and  Refolu- 
tion,  made  amends  for  the  Inequality  of  Numbers,  tho’  they 
had  the  Advantage  of  engaging  in  good  Order,  againft  an  Army 
without  any  Manner  of  Difcipline.  Cortex  opened  the  Way  to 
the  Victory , by  breaking  through  the  Body  of  Indians  with  his 
Horfe:  An  Aftion,  in  which  he  fhewed  no  lefs  Conduit  than  Va- 
lour, the  Contrivance  before -hand,  being  as  commendable  as 
the  Execution  was  afterwards.  Nor  can  it  be  denied  but  that 
the  Horfes  had  their  Part  in  this  Aition,  the  Strangenefs  of  them 
terrifying  the  Indians ; for  they  had  never  feen  any  before,  and 
imagin’dr  them  to  be  fierce  Monfters,  made  up  of  half  Man  and 
half  Bteaft,  as  the  antient  Heathens,  who  were  lefs  excufable 
jn  that  Particular,  fancy ’d  of  the  Centaurs.  Some  Autho  rs  re- 
late, that1  St.  James  the  Apoftle  fought  for  the  Spaniards  ha  that 
Battle  upon  a white  Horfe ) and  add,  that  Cortex-,  out  ( af  his 
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particular  Devotion,  attributed  this  Relief  to  St.  Peter.  But 
Bernal  Dia del  Caftillo,  who  was  prefent,  utterly  denies  the 
Miracle  ; and  declares,  that  neither  he,  nor  any  of  his  Compa- 
nions either  faw  or  heard  of  any  fuch  Thing.  It  is  an  Excels 
of  pious  Zeal  to  afcribe  thofe  Things  to  Heaven  which  fucceed 
contrary  to  all  Appearances,  or  Hope.  I confefs  my  fell  little 
inclin’d  to  this ; but,  in  cafe  of  any  extraordinary  Accident,  am 
willing  to  leave  the  immediate  Operation  to  natural  Caules  : 
But  it  is  certain,  that  thofe  who  read  the  Hiftory  of  the  Weft 
Indies,  will  meet  with  many  Truths  that  look  like  Hyperboles, 
and  many  Events,  which  it  was  neceflary  to  make  miraculous, 
that  they  might  appear  credible. 


CHAP.  XX. 

The  Spaniards  make  Peace  with  the  Cazique  of 
Tabafco,  and  celebrate  the  Fejiival  of  Palm- 
Sunday.  After  which  they  r embark,  and  continue 

their  Voyage. 

H E next  Day  Cortege aufed  the  Prifoners  to  be  brought 
before  him,  among  whom  were  two  or  three  of  their 
Commanders.  Theydifcovered  in  their  Countenances 
very  great  Fear,  expecting  to  be  treated  after  the 
fame  cruel  Manner  they  ufed  to  treat  the  Vanquilh  d.  But 
Corte^  receiv’d  them  with  great  Courtefy ; and  encouraging 
them  with  a chearful  Countenance,  and  with  Embraces,  let 
them  at  Liberty,  giving  them  fome  trifling  Prefents ; and  telling 
them  at  the  fame  time,  That  be  knew  both  how  to  Conquer,  and 
Forgive.  This  Piece  of  Humanity  had  fo  good  an  Efteft,  that 
within  a few  Hours  feveral  Indians  came  to  the  Quarters 
loaden  with  Indian  Wheat,  Fowl,  and  other  Provilions,  delign- 
ing  by  that  Prefent  to  facilitate  the  Peace  which  they  were  to 
propofe  from  the  principal  Cazique  of  'Tabajco.  The  People 
who  came  on  this  Embalfy,  were  of  the  meaneft  Sort,  and 
made  no  Figure ; which  Jerom  de  Aguilar  took  Notice  of ; it 
being  the  Cuftom  of  this  Country,  upon  all  fuch  Occafions,  to 
fend  the  principal  Indians , adorned  with  all  their  Finery.  And 
altho’  Cortex  was  very  delirous  of  Peace,  he  refufed  to  admit 
their  Propofals,  as  not  coming  in  due  Form ; and  fent  back  the 
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Indians , without  fo  much  as  feeing  them ; bidding  them,  by 
his  Interpreter,  acquaint  their  Cazique,  That  if  he  defired  his 
Jrriendfbip , he  mufl  fend  Perfons  of  greater  Account,  and  after  a. 
more  decent  Manner , to  folicite  it.  Corte^  was  of  Opinion,  that 
thefe  Formalities,  which  fupport  Authority,  were  not  to  be 
difpenfed  with,  nor  any  Failings  of  Refpedl  fuffer’d  in  thole 
who  came  as  Suppliants;  for  in  fuch  fort  of  Affairs,  the  Man- 
ner of  Adding  is  almoft  of  as  much  Importance  as  the  Thing 
it  felf. 

The  Cazique  acknowledg’d  his  Fault ; and  to  make  amends, 
the  next  Day  fent  thirty  Indians  of  better  Quality,  with  their 
Ornaments  of  Plumes  and  Jewels,  wherein  all  their  Pride  con- 
lifted.  They  were  followed  by  a Train  of  Indians,  loaded  with 
another  Prefent  of  the  fame  Kind  as  before,  but  in  greater 
Abundance.  Corte ^ gave  them  Audience,  attended  by  all  his  Cap- 
tains, affeclinga  grave  and  fevere  Countenance,  becaufe  he  thought 
it  proper  upon  this  Occalion  to  lay  afide  his  natural  Affability. 
They  approached  with  very  great  Submillion;  and  having  per- 
fum’d him  with  their  Fire-Pans,  in  which  they  burnt  Gum-Anime, 
Gum-Copal,  and  other  fweet  Scents,  (a  ufual  Ceremony  when 
they  would  exprefs  the  greateft  Veneration,)  they  delivered  their 
Embaffy;  which  began  with  fome  frivolous  Excufes  for  their 
paft  War,  and  concluded  in  earned;  Entreaties  for  Peace.  The 
General  reprefented  to  them,  after  a very  ferions  Manner,  the 
juft  Caufes  he  had  to  be  difpleas’d  with  them ; to  the  end  that 
on  a View  of  their  Faults,  the  Pardon  might  appear  with  grea- 
ter Luftre,  and  the  Peace  which  he  granted  them  prove  the  more 
welcome.  The  Ambafladors  received  it  with  great  Applaufe, 
returning  extremely  fatisfied,  and  ealily  enriched  with  thofe 
flight  Baubles  they  fo  highly  valu’d. 

Afterwards  the  Cazique  himfelf  came  to  vifit  Corte ■g, 
accompany’d  by  all  his  Officers  and  Relations,  bringing  with  him 
a Prefent  of  Cotton  Cloths,  Plumes  of  various  Colours,  and 
fome  Pieces  of  low  Gold,  more  valuable  for  the  Workmanffiip 
than  for  the  Metal.  He  firft  made  his  Prefent,  in  order  to  be 
better  received.  Cortex  carefs’d  him  very  much ; and  all  the 
Vifit  pafs’d  in  Compliments  and  Proteftations  of  a reciprocal  and 
fincere  Friendihip,  all  tranfafled  by  the  Interpreter.  The  Spa- 
nijb  Captains  treated  the  other  Prime  Indians , who  accompany’d 
the  Cazique,  after  the  fame  Manner ; and  nothing  appeared  but 
Signs  of  Joy  and  Peace,  which  they  explained  by  their  Coun- 
tenances and  Embraces,  to  fupply  the  Want  of  Language.  The 
Cazique  took  his  Leave,  appointing  another  Day  for  an  Inter- 
view; 
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view  ; and  to  fhew  his  Sincerity,  and  how  much  he  confided  iii 
the  General,  he  immediately  ordered  his  Subjects  to  return  with 
their  Families  to  Tabafco,  and  alhft  the  Spaniards  in  wllatfoever 
they  fhould  want. 

The  next  Day  he  came  again  to  the  Quarters,  with  the 
fame  Attendance,  and  twenty  Indian  Women,  well  drefs’d,  af- 
ter the  Manner  of  the  Country ; telling  Cortex  he  brought 
them  as  a Prefent,  to  ferve  him  and  his  Companions,  as  being 
very  fkilful  in  dreffing  all  Sorts  of  Meat,  and  in  making  Bread 
of  Indian  Wheat,  which  amongft  them  was  always  the  Work  of 
Women. 

They  ground  the  Grain  between  two  Stones,  like  thofe  we 
ufe  for  Chocolate  ; and  when  reduced  to  Flower,  they  made  it 
into  Pafte,  without  having  any  occafion  for  Leaven.  Then  they 
fpread  and  moulded  it  upon  a fort  of  earthen  Plates,  which 
they  put  over  the  Fire,  and  baked  it ; this  being  the  Bread  with 
which  God  has  abundantly  fupplied  that  new  World,  to  make 
Amends  for  the  Want  of  Wheat,  and  is  very  agreeable  to  the 
Tafte,  and  not  offenfive  to  the  Stomach.  Among  thefe  Wo- 
men came  one  principal  Indian,  well  made,  and  of  more  than 
ordinary  Beauty,  who  Was  afterwards  baptized,  and  received 
the  Name  of  Marina , and  proved  very  neceffary  in  the  Com 
queft,  as  will  appear  in  its  proper  Place. 

Cortez  went  afide  with  the  Cazique,  and  the  Chief  of  thofe 
that  followed  him ; and  by  means  of  his  Interpreter  inform* 
ed  them,  That  he  was  the  Subject  and  Officer  of  a very  powerful 
Monarch ; and  that  his  Intention  was  to  make  them  happy , by 
bringing  them  under  the  Obedience  of  his  Prince ; to  convert  them 
to  the  true  Religion ; and  deflroy  the  Errors  of  their  Idolatry . 
Fie  enforced  thefe  Propofals  with  his  natural  Eloquence,  and 
fo  much  Authority,  that  the  Indians  were  perfwaded,  or  at 
lead  inclined  to  Reafon.  The  Anfwer  they  gave  was,  That  they 
Jhould  think  themfelves  very  happy  in  obeying  a Monarch,  whofe 
Power  and  Greatnefs  appear'd  with  fuch  Advantage  in  the  Valour 
of  his  Subjells.  But  as  to  the  Point  of  Religion,  they  were 
more  referved. 

The  Defeat  of  their  Army  by  fuch  a Handful  of  Spaniards , 
made  them  doubt  whether  they  were  not  affifted  by  fome 
Deity  fuperior  to  their  own.  But  though  they  could  not  re- 
folve  to  confefs  it,  their  admitting  the  Doubt  was  no  final! 
Step  towards  the  Truth. 

The  Pilots  prefs’d  the  Departure  of  the  Fleet,  which,  ac- 
cording to  their  Obfervations,  might  be  endanger  d by  any 
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longer  Stay  in  that  Place.  And  though  Cortex  was  concerned  to 
leave  thofe  People,  before  he  had  better  inftru&ed  them  on  the 
Subject  of  Religion,  he  found  himfelf  obliged  to  think  of  his 
Voyage;  and  Palm-Sunday  drawing  near,  he  appointed  that  Day 
for  embarking,  fo  ordering  it,  that  the  Feftival  might  be  kept 
firft,  according  to  the  Rites  of  the  Church,  Religion  being  al- 
ways his  firth  Care.  To  which  End  he  raifed  an  Altar  in  the 
Fields,  which  he  covered  with  Boughs,  in  Form  of  a Chapel : 
A ruftick,  but  decent  Strudure,  and  which  was  the  fecond 
Church  of  New  Spain.  At  the  fame  Time  they  embarked 
their  Provilions,  and  made  all  other  necelfary  Preparations  for 
their  Voyage.  The  Indians  aflifted  in  all  Things  with  an  of- 
ficious Diligence  ; and  the  Cazique,  with  his  Captains  attended 
Cortex  with  the  greateft  Refpeft  and  Veneration.  Father  Bar- 
tolome  de  Olmedo , and  the  Licentiate  Juan  Dia ‘g,  made  life  of 
this  Opportunity  to  endeavour  to  bring  them  into  the  Way 
of  Truth,  purfuing  what  Cortex  had  fo  well  begun,  and  ta- 
king Advantage  of  the  good  Inclinations  they  fhewed  in  their 
Anfwers  : But  they  only  comply ’d  as  Men  that  were  fubdu’d, 
being  more  inclin’d  to  receive  another  God,  than  to  part  with 
any  of  their  own.  They  hearken’d  with  Pleafure,  and  feem’d 
delirous  to  comprehend  what  they  heard  : But  Reafon  was 
no  fooner  admitted  by  the  Will,  than  it  was  rejefled  by  the 
Underftanding.  The  moll  that  the  two  Priefts  could  eftefi: 
at  that  Time,  was  to  leave  them  in  a good  Difpofition,  and 
to  perceive  that  it  required  more  Time  to  prepare  their 
rude  and  uncultivated  Minds,  to  become  fenfible  of  their 
Blindnefs, 

On  Sunday  Morning  there  came  an  infinite  Number  of 
Indians , from  the  neighbouring  Parts,  to  fee  this  Feftival  of 
the  Chriftians  ; and  the  Boughs,  being  bleft  with  the  ufual 
Solemnity,  were  diftributed  among  the  Soldiers,  who  all  march- 
ed in  Proceflion  with  equal  Modefty  and  Devotion  : A Sight 
worthy  of  better  Spectators ; and  which  appeared  with  the 
more  L.uftre  among  thofe  Infidels,  as  Light  from  the  Oppofi- 
tion  of  Darknefs.  Flowever,  it  had  fome  little  EffeCt  upon 
thofe  Heathens ; for,  as  Aguilar  afterwards  declar’d,  they  cry’d 
out,  This  mnft  needs  be  a great  God,  to  whom  fuch  ■valiant  Men 
foexv  fo  much  Ref  pc  ft.  They  hit  upon  the  Truth,  but  miftook 
in  their  Way  of  Reafoning. 

When  Mafs  was  done,  Cortex  took  Leave  of  the  Cazique, 
and  the  principal  Indians ; and  having  confirm’d  the  Peace  with 
further  Demonftrations  of  Friendlhip,  he  embarked,  leaving 
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thofe  People  rather  obedient,  than  fubjedl  to  the  King  ; and  as 
to  Religion,  fo  far  in  the  Way  to  Salvation,  as  to  defire,  or  at 
leaft,  not  to  oppofe  the  Means  of  obtaining  it. 


CHAP.  XXI. 


Cortex  proceeds  on  his  Voyage.  The  Fleet  arrives 
at  St.  Juan  de  Ulua.  The  Soldiers  land.  The 
General  receives  an  Embajfy  from  Mote’zxima  s 
Governors.  An  Account  who  Donna  Marina 

was. 


HE  Monday  after  Palm-Sunday  the  Spaniards  fet  Sail, 
along  the  Coaft  to  the  Weftward : They  came  up 
with  the  Province  of  Gua^acoalco  ; and,  without 
■ - — - — putting  in  at  Rio  de  Banderas , or  the  River  of  Banners 

had  a View  of  the  If  and  of  Sacrifices,  and  other  \ 

had  before  been  difcovered  and  forfaken  by  Juan  de  Grijalva  , 
the  Soldiers  who  had  ferved  under  him,  telling  their ^Gomrad  s 
what  Adventures  they  had  met  with  in  that  Expedition  Co 
tez  learning  from  the  ill  Succefs  of  that  Enterpnze,  how  to  ma- 
nage h"  own  better,  prudently  making  his  o-n  Advanta^  of 
the  Errors  committed  by  another.  At  length  y 
St.  Juan  de  Vlua  on  Maundy-Tbur day  at  Noon  , and  _ P 
tad  no  fooner  anchored  between  the  Ifland  and  the  mam  Land, 
to  Iheltertheinfelves  from  the  North  Wmds,  than  th^  law 
two  large  Canoes,  which  in  that  Country  are  ^ ’ 

coming8  from  the  neighbouring  Coaft,  with  feme  Inium  m 
them  ; who  drew  near,  without  fhew.ng  the  leaft  Ctoncern  at 

the  Fleet,  difcovering  by  this  Security,  an  om  g y 
made,  (hit  they  came  in  a peaceable  Manner,  and  defired  to  ae 

he  When  they  were  within  a fmall  Diftance  of  the  Admiral 
they  began  to  fpeak  in  a ftrange  Language,  that  Agmlar  did  n 
underhand;  which  much  troubled  Cortex  being  conce 
“"  want  an  Interpreter  when  he  had  moft  Occaf.on  for  him 

looking  upon  it  as  a great  to  w”  ys“ta‘t  to  Men 

himDi„g  this  Oiftrefs  : The  £ 
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dian  Woman,  whom  we  (hall  now  call  Donna  Marina , was  not 
far  from  Cortex  and  Aguilar , and  gueffing  by  their  Looks  what 
they  were  difcourfing,  and  what  they  wanted,  file  told  Aguilar 
in  the  Tucatan  Tongue,  that  thofe  Indians  fpoke  the  Mexican 
Language,  and  defired  Audience  of  the  General  on  the  Part  of 
the  Governor  of  that  Province.  Cortez,  order’d  them  to  come 
aboard ; and  laying  afide  the  Unealinefs  he  had  been  under, 
gave  Thanks  to  God,  acknowledging  it  was  owing  to  his  infinite 
Goodnefs,  that,  contrary  to  all  his  Hopes,  he  had  found  an  In- 
ftrument  whereby  to  make  himfelf  underftood  in  a Country 
which  he  had  fo  earneftly  defired  to  fee. 

Donna  Marina,  according  to  the  Report  of  Bernal  Diaz 
del  Caftillo,  was  Daughter  to  the  Cazique  of  Guazacoalco,  one 
of  the  Provinces  fubje£t  to  the  Emperor  of  Mexico,  bordering 
upon  that  of  Tabafco , and  had,  through  fome  Accidents  of  Life, 
which  are  variously  reported,  been  carry ’d  away  in  her  Youth 
to  Xicdlango,  a ftrong  Place  upon  the  Confines  of  Tucatan , 
which  Vas  kept  by  a Mexican  Garrifon.  There  fhe  was  bred  in 
a poor  Manner,  no  way  agreeable  to  her  Birth,  till  by  a frefii 
Misfortune,  either  by  Sale,  or  being  taken  in  War,  file  became 
a Slave  to  th^  !,Cazique  of  Tabafco,  who  made  a Prefent  of  her 
to  Cortez.  In  Guazacoalco,  and  in  Xicalango,  they  fpoke  the 
general  Mexican  Language,  and  in  Tabafco  that  of  Tucatan , 
which  Aguilar  underftood : So  thai  Donna  Marina  underftood 
both  thofe  Languages,  and  explained  to  the  Indians  in  the  Mexi- 
can, what  Aguilar  told  her  in  that  of  Tucatan  ; Cortez  making 
ufe  of  this  round-about  Way  of  Speaking  by  two  Interpreters, 
till  fuch  time  as  Donna  Marina  had  learn’d  Spanifb,  which  was 
not  long  ; for  fhe  had  a very  ready  Wit,  and  feveral  natural 
Endowments,  which  well  agreed  with  the  Nobility  of  her  Birth. 
Antonio  de  Herrera  fays  file  was  a Native  of  Xalifco,  and  that 
fhe  was  brought  to  Tabafco  from  a very  diftant  Country  ; for 
Xalifco  is  on  the  other  Sea,  in  the  very  furtheft  Part  of  Neva 
Galicia.  Perhaps  he  took  this  Notion  from  Francifco  Lopez  de 
Gomara  ",  but  we  cannot  apprehend,  why  in  this,  and  other 
more  important  Matters,  he  does  not  follow  the  Account  of 
Bernal  Diaz  del  Caflillo,  whofe  Manufcript  he  had  at  hand ; for 
he  follows  -and  quotes  him  in  many  Parts  of  his  Hiftory.  Donna 
Marina  was  ever  a 1110ft  faithful  Interpreter  to  Cortez ; and  he 
confirmed  her  in  his  Intereft  by  Ways  not  altogether  fo  decent, 
for  he  had  a Son  by  her,  called  Don  Martin  Cortez,  who  was 
made  a Knight  of  St.  Jago , in  Confideration  of  the  Nobility  of 
his  Mother’s  Birth.  This  was  no  juftifiable  Method  to  fecure 
her  Fidelity  ; but  fome  will  have  it  to  have  been  good  Policy  : 
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However,  we  are  more  apt  to  believe  it  was  the  ill  EffeCl  of  an 
ungoverned  Paffion,  notwithftanding  the  World  is  accuftomed 
to  give  the  fpeeious  Title  of  Reafon  of  State,  to  that  which  is 
in  Reality  no  other  than  human  Weaknefs. 

The  Indians  being  admitted  to  the  Prefence  of  the  General* 
acquainted  him,  That  Pilpatoe  and  Teutile,  the  one  Governor* 
and  the  other  Captain-General  of  that  Province,  for  the  great 
Emperor  Mote-xjima,  had  fent  them  to  know  of  the  Comman- 
der of  that  Fleet,  with  what  Intention  he  was  come  upon  their 
Coafl;  and  to  offer  him  what  Succour  and  Affiltance  he  jhould 
Rand  in  need  of,  in  order  to  continue  his  Voyage.  Cortex  car- 
refs’d  them,  gave  them  a few  Baubles,  and  treated  them  with 
fome  Spanifb  Diet  and  Wine  ; and  having  thus  obliged  them,  an- 
fwer’d,  “ That  he  came  as  a Friend  to  treat  concerning  Matters 
“ of  great  Importance  to  their  Prince,  and  all  his  Empire  ; for 
“ which  Purpofe  he  would  meet  the  two  Governors,  and 
“ hoped  to  receive  the  fame  good  Treatment  from  them,  as 
<c  others  of  his  Nation  had  done  the  Year  before.”  And  having 
receiv’d  fome  Information  concerning  the  Greatnefs  of  Mote - 
Zima,  his  Riches,  and  Form  of  Government,  he  fent  them  away 
very  well  contented. 

The  next  Day  in  the  Morning,  being  Good-Friday , the  Spa- 
niards all  landed  on  the  Shore  neareft  the  Fleet : And  Cortex  gave 
Orders  for  landing  the  Horfes  and  Artillery ; and  that  the 
Soldiers,  in  Companies,  fhould  go  and  cut  Fafcines  to  entrench 
themfelves,  not  forgetting  to  poll  the  necelfary  Guards  at  the 
Avenues,  and  to  build  a fufficient  Number  of  Barracks  to  fhel- 
ter  them  from  the  Heat  of  the  Sun,  which  at  that  Time  was 
very  great.  The  Artillery  was  planted  fo  as  to  command  the 
Country,  and  in  a little  Time  they  were  all  under  Cover ; for 
Teutile  fent  a great  Number  of  Indians  with  Provilions,  and  Or- 
ders to  affift  the  Spaniards  in  that  Work  : To  whom  they  were 
of  great  Ufe,  becaufe  they  brought  their  Tools  made  of  Flints, 
with  which  they  cut  Stakes,  and  fixing  them  in  the  Ground, 
interwove  them  with  Boughs  and  Palm  Leaves,  forming  the 
Walls  and  Roofs  of  a Lodging  with  much  Eafe  and  Diligence, 
being  great  Mailers  in  this  Kind  of  Architecture,  as  having  in 
many  Places  no  other  Houfes,  and  lefs  barbarous  in  proportion- 
ing their  Structures  to  what  Nature  requires,  than  thofe  who 
build  vaft  Pallaces,  where  Hill  they  cannot  find  fufficient  Room 
for  their  Vanity.  They  alfo  brought  fome  Cotton  Cloths, 
with  which  they  covered  the  Officers  Barracks,  the  better  to 
defend  them  from  the  Heat  of  the  Sun.  In  the  bell  of  them 
Cortex  ordered  an  Altar  to  be  fet  up,  on  which,  when  adorn’d, 
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he  placed  the  Image  of  the  Virgin  Mary , and  at  the  Entrance  a 
great  Crofs,  in  order  to  celebrate  Eafter  : For  Religion  was  al- 
ways his  principal  Care  ; and  in  that  he  was  equally  zealous 
with  the  Priefls.  Bernal  Dia ^ del  Caftillo  allures  us,  that  Mafs 
was  faid  on  that  Altar  the  fame  Day  they  landed  but  we  do 
not  believe  that  Father  Bartolome  de  Olmedo , and  the  Licentiate 
Juan  Dia ^ could  be  fo  ill  inflru£led,  and  fo  ignorant  of  the 
Offices  of  the  Church,  as  not  to  know  that  Mafs  could  not  be 
faid  on  Good-Friday.  He  very  often  depends  too  much  upon 
his  Memory  : But  what  is  molt  to  be  wondered  at,  is,  that  An- 
tonio de  Herrera  ffiould  follow  him,  and  almoft  copy  him  in  this 
Particular,  which,  it  is  likely,  proceeded  from  Inadvertency  in 
both  ; which  we  do  not  lo  much  mention  with  a Defign  to 
cenfure  them,  as  to  make  it  a LelTon  to  our  felves  againft  ta- 
king the  fame  Liberties. 

Cortez  underlfood  by  thefe  Indians,  that  General  Teutile 
had  a conliderable  Body  of  Men  in  that  Province,  where  he  was 
endeavouring  to  confirm  fome  Places,  newly  conquered,  in 
their  Obedience  to  Mote^uma,  the  Civil  Government  of  which 
was  veiled  in  Pilpatoe.  And  the  great  Care  they  took  to  fend 
Provifions,  and  help  the  Spaniards  in  building  of  their  Bar- 
racks, was  not  without  Artifice,  fo  far  as  could  be  gathered; 
for  they  were  very  much  terrified  with  the  Account  they  had 
of  their  Succefs  at  Tabajco,  which  had  now  fpread  over  all  the 
Country,  and  believing  their  own  Forces  too  weak,  they  made 
life  of  thofe  Prefents,  and  their  Affillance,  to  oblige  thofe  whom 
they  could  not  oppofe  : A Contrivance  of  Fear,  which  often 
makes  jffiofe  generous  who  dare  not  to  appear  as  Enemies. 


The  End  of  the  First  Book. 
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BOOK  II. 


CHAP.  I. 

T entile  General  of  Motezuma’j  Troops , and  Pilpa- 
toe  Governor  of  the  Province,  come  to  vifit  Cortex 
on  the  Part  of  Motezuma.  An  Account  of  what 
paffed  between  them ; and  of  the  Painters  who 
drew  the  Pictures  of  the  Spanifti  Forces. 

HEY  paffed  this  Night,  and  the  following 
Day,  in  great  Tranquility,  but  not  the  lefs  up- 
on their  Guard,  fome  Indians  continually  re- 
pairing to  their  Quarters  ; fome  to  work,  and 
and  others  with  Provifions,  which  they  truck’d 
for  Baubles.  Nothing  extraordinary  happening 
till  Eafler- Day  in  the  Morning,  when  Teutile  and  Pilpatoe  came 
with  a very  great  Attendance  to  vifit  Cortex  He  received  them 
in  equal  State,  furrounded  by  his  Officers  and  Soldiers  j for  he 
thought  it  proper  to  make  a Shew  of  Authority,  when  he  was 
to  treat  with  the  Minifters  of  a great  Prince.  The  firft  Compli- 
ments 
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ments  being  over,  in  which  the  Mexicans  exceeded,  and  Cortex 
endeavour’d  to  temper  his  Gravity  with  Courtefy,  he  carried 
them  with  him  to  the  great  Barrack,  which  ferved  for  a Cha- 
pel, it  being  the  Hour  for  divine  Service,  ordering  Aguilar  and 
Donna  Marina  to  tell  them,  that  before  he  acquainted  them  with 
the  Intention  of  his  Journey,  he  was  to  comply  with  the  Du- 
ties of  his  Religion,  and  recommend  to  the  God  of  all  other 
Gods  the  good  Succefs  of  his  Propolition. 

Immediately  Mafs  was  celebrated  with  all  polfible  Solem- 
nity. Father  Bartolome  de  Olmedo  officiated,  affilied  by  the  Li- 
centiate Juan  Dia Jerom  de  Aguilar , and  fome  Soldiers,  who 
underftood  how  to  fing  the  Service  of  the  Church.  The  Indians 
looking  on  all  the  while  with  a kind  of  Aftoniffiment,  which 
tho’  the  Effect  of  Novelty,  had  the  Air  of  Devotion.  After 
Service  was  over,  they  returned  to  the  General’s  Barrack,  who 
entertained  the  two  Governors  at  Dinner,  and  treated  them 
with  great  Plenty  and  Oftentation. 

The  Banquet  being  over,  Hernan  Corte ^ called  his  Interpreters, 
and  in  a grave  and  ftately  Manner  told  them,  That  his  coming 
thither  was  to  treat  with  the  Emperor  Motezjima  on  the  Part 
of  Don  Carlos  of  Aujlria,  Monarch  of  the  Eaft,  touching  Af- 
fairs of  great  Importance,  not  only  to  his  own  Perfon  and  Ef- 
tate,  but  likewife  for  the  Good  of  all  his  Subje&s,  for  perform- 
ing whereof,  it  was  necelfary  for  him  to  appear  before  his 
Royal  Prefence,  and  hoped  he  ffiould  be  admitted  with  all  the 
Civility  and  Refpeft  that  was  due  to  the  Greatnefs  of  the 
King  who  lent  him. 

Both  the  Governors  feemed  difturbed  at  this  Propofal,  and 
to  hear  it  with  great  Diflatisfa&ion : But  before  they  returned 
an  Anfvver,  Teutile  ordered  a Prefent  he  had  provided  to  be 
brought  into  the  Barrack ; and  about  twenty  or  thirty  Indians 
came  in  loaded  with  Provifions,  fine  Cloths,  Feathers  offeve- 
ral  Colours,  and  a great  Box,  in  which  were  divers  Pieces  of 
Gold,  curioufly  wrought.  Having  made  his  Prefent  with  a good 
Grace  and  Civility,  and  finding  it  was  well  received  and  praifed, 
he  turned  to  Cortex  and  by  the  Kelp  of  the  fame  Interpreters," 
prayed  him  to  accept  that  fmall  Prefent  from  two  Slaves  of 
Motezjtma’ s,  who  had  Orders  to  entertain  fuch  Strangers  as  ffiould 
come  upon  his  Coafts;  but  that  they  mull:  immediately  think  of 
profecuting  their  Voyage,  for  they  were  to  underhand  that  to 
fpeak  to  their  Prince  was  a Matter  of  great  Difficulty ; and  that 
they  thought  they  did  him  no  fmall  Piece  of  Service  in  that 
plain  Dealing,  before  he  went  about  to  try  by  Experience  how 
difficult  a Matter  it  was  that  he  intended. 
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Cortez  replied  with  fome  Heat,  That  Kings  never  refufed 
to  hear  the  Embaflies  of  other  Princes ; neither  could  their 
Minifters,  without  very  pofitive  Orders,  take  upon  themfelves 
fo  bold  a Refolution  as  to  oppofe  it : That  what  belonged  to 
them  to  do  in  this  cafe,  was  to  acquaint  Motezjma  with  his 
Arrival,  for  which  he  would  allow  fome  Time ; but  that  they 
lhould  likewife  let  him  know  that  he  came  fully  refolved  to 
fee  him,  and  pofttively  determined  not  to  leave  his  Country, 
with  Difhonour  to  one  that  reprefented  his  King.  This  bold 
Refolution  of  Cortex  gave  the  Indians  fo  much  Uneafinefs,  that 
they  durft  not  reply ; on  the  contrary,  they  earneftly  entreated 
him  not  to  move  from  thofe  Quarters  till  the  Return  of  Mote- 
puma’s  Anfwer,  offering  to  fupply  him  with  all  Things  that  were 
neceffary  for  the  Support  of  his  Soldiers. 

At  this  Time  fome  Mexican  Painters,  who  came  in  the 
Train  of  the  two  Governors,  were  very  bufy  about  drawing 
(upon  Cotton  Cloths,  which  they  brought  ready  prim’d  for 
that  Purpofe)  the  Ships,  Soldiers,  Arms,  Artillery,  and  the 
Horfes,  and  every  Thing  elfe  that  appeared  to  them  remarkable, 
of  which  Variety  of  ObjeCls  they  formed  different  Landfkips, 
no  way  contemptible,  either  for  Drawing  or  Colours. 

Our  Bernal  Diaz  enlarges  too  much  about  the  Skill  of  thefe 
Painters ; for  he  faith  they  drew  all  the  Captains,  and  that  the 
Pieces  were  very  like:  But  let  that  pafs  as  an  unlikely  Hyper- 
bole ; for  fuppofmg  them  to  have  underftood  the  Art  of 
Painting,  they  had  too  little  Leifure  to  obferve  the  Nicety 
and  Tedioufnefs  that  Imitation  requires. 

These  PiClures  were  drawn  by  the  Order  of  Teutile , the 
better  to  inform  Motc^uma  of  that  extraordinary  Novelty;  and 
to  make  that  Account  the  more  intelligible,  they  placed  fome 
Characters  here  and  there,  with  which  they  feemed  to  explain, 
and  give  the  Signification  of  the  PiCture.  This  was  their  Man- 
ner of  Writing;  for  they  had  not  attained  the  Ufe  of  Letters, 
nor  were  they  acquainted  with  thofe  Signs  or  Elements,  invent- 
ed by  other  Nations,  to  reprefent  Syllables,  and  make  Words 
vifible ; but  they  explained  themfelves  by  their  Pencils,  marking 
down  material  Things  with  their  own  proper  Images,  and  the  reft; 
with  Numbers  and  fignificant  Signs,  difpofed  after  fuch  a Man- 
ner, that  the  Number,  Sign,  and  Figure  formed  the  Idea,  and 
fully  explained  the  Meaning;  an  excellent  Invention,  (which 
fhewed  their  Capacity,)  like  the  Hyerogliphicks  of  the  Egyptians, 
who  boafted  of  their  Wit  in  that,  which  was  common  among 
the  Indians,  and  which  the  Mexicans  ufed  with  fuch  Dexterity, 
that  they  had  whole  Books  of  this  Kind  of  Chara&ers,  and  legi- 
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ble  Pi&ures,  in  which  they  preferved  the  Remembrance  of  their 
Antiquities,  and  left  to  Pofterity  the  Annals  of  their  Kings. 

Cortez  had  Notice  of  what  thefe  Painters  were  doing,  and 
went  out  to  fee  them,  not  without  admiring  their  Skill;  and  be- 
ing informed  that  they  were  painting  upon  thofe  Cloths  the  In- 
formation which  Teutile  was  to  give  Motezjma  of  what  he  had 
propos’d,  and  the  Forces  Cortex  had  with  him  to  make  it  good, 
he,  with  his  ufual  fprightly  Wit,  prefently  obferved  that  thofe 
dumb  Images  wanted  Action  and  Motion  to  exprefs  the  Valour 
of  his  Soldiers,  and  therefore  refolved  to  exercife  his  Men  before 
them,  to  give  the  greater  Life  and  Vigour  to  the  Picture.  To 
this  End  he  ordered  them  to  their  Arms;  drew  up  all  his  Men 
in  a Body,  caufed  the  Artillery  to  be  made  ready ; and  telling 
Teutile  and  Pilpatoe  that  he  would  entertain  them  after  the  Man- 
ner of  his  Country,  he  mounted  his  Horfe,  with  his  Captains. 
They  firft  ran  fome  Races  in  Order,  and  then  they  fkirmilh’d 
in  a martial  Manner ; at  which  ftrange  Sight  the  Indians  flood 
amaz’d,  and  like  Men  befide  themfelves : For  obferving  the  obe- 
dient Fiercenefs  of  thofe  Beafts,  they  began  to  think  there  was 
fomething  more  than  natural  in  thofe  Men  that  managed  them. 
Immediately,  at  a Signal  made  by  Corte the  Fire-Arms  dif- 
charg’d,  and  foon  after  the  Artillery:  The  Confufion  and  Afto- 
nifhment  of  thofe  People  encrealing  (as  the  Noife  was  repeated 
and  augmented)  with  fuch  various  Effefts,  that  fome  fell  down 
upon  the  Ground,  others  began  to  fly,  and  the  moft  Confiderate 
aftefled  Admiration,  to  diflemble  their  Fear. 

Her  nan  Cortez  encouraged  them,  giving  them  to  underftand, 
that  among  the  Spaniards  thefe  were  military  Diverfions,  as  one 
who  delign’d  to  make  his  Arms  appear  the  more  formidable,  by 
the  Terror  of  fuch  friendly  Entertainments ; and  they  prefent- 
ly perceived  that  the  Painters  were  inventing  new  Figures  and 
Characters,  to  fupply  what  was  wanting  on  their  Cloths.  Some 
painted  the  Spaniards  armed,  and  drawn  up  in  Form;  others  the 
Horfes  in  their  Exercife  and  Motion.  They  deferib’d  the  Ar- 
tillery with  Fire  and  Smoke,  and  reprefented  the  very  Noife 
with  the  Similitude  of  Lightning,  without  omitting  any  one  of 
thofe  frightfid  Circumftances,  that  moft  directly  regarded  what 
their  King  moft  defir’d  to  underftand. 

In  the  mean  time  Cortex  returned  to  his  Barrack,  with  the 
two  Governors ; and  after  having  prefented  them  with  fome 
fmall  Spanif!)  Jewels,  he  prepared  a Prefent  of  fundry  Sorts  of 
Curiolities  to  be  fent  from  him  to  Mote^uma  ; to  which  Purpofe 
he  made  Choice  of  feveral  neat  Pieces  of  the  moft  folid  and 
brighteft  Glafs;  to  which  Ire  added  a Holland  Shirt,  a Cap  of 
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Crimfon  Velvet,  adorned  with  a Gold  Medal  representing 
St.  George ; and  Tapeftry  Chairs,  which  the  Indians  fo  much 
Teem’d  to  admire,  that  it  was  thought  a fit  Prefent  for  the 
Emperor.  With  this  final!  Shew  of  Liberality,  which',  among 
thofe  People,,  look’d  like  Magnificence,  did  Hernm  Cortez  foften 
the  Difagreeablenefs  of  his  Resolution,  and  took  Leave  of  the  two 
Governors,  who  were  equally  thankful,  and  troubled. 


CHAP.  II. 

Motezuma  returns  his  Anfwer , with  a Prefent  of 
great  Value  ; hut  refufes  to  grant  the  Leave  they 
defire  f to  go  to  Mexico. 

H E Indians  halted  at  a fmal'1  Didance  from  the  Spa- 
nijh  Quarters,  and  feemed  to  confult  about  what  they 
were- to  do  : For  the  Refult  of  this  Stop  was,  That 
Pilpatoe  remained  there  to  obferve  the  Actions  of  the^ 
Spaniards  ; for  which  Purpofe,  having  fixed  upon,  the  Spot  of 
Ground,  they  built  feveral  Cabbins,  and  in  few  Hours 
Time,  the  Morning  difcover’d  a confiderable  Village  built  upon 
the  Plain.  Pilpatoe  immediately  provided  againd  the  Sufpicion 
this  Novelty  might  produce,  fending  Word  to  Cortez,  that  he 
ftay’d  in  that  Place  to  take  Care  of  his  Entertainment,  and  the 
better  to  fupply  his  Troops  with  Provifions.  And  tho’  the 
Artifice  of  the  Meffage  was  known,  and  that  his  Intentions 
were  to  keep  within  View  of  the  Army,  and  watch  their  Mo- 
tions, they  conniv’d  at  their  Diifimulation,  making  their  Ad- 
vantage of  that  very  Pretence:  For  they  fupplied  them  with  all 
Necefiaries ; and  the  Fear  of  having  their  Defign  fu  fpecled, 
made  them  more  punctual  and  careful. 

Teutile  proceeded  to  his  own  Quarters,  and  dilpatched  an 
Account  to  Motezuma  of  all  that  had  happen’d  upon  the 
Goads,  fending  the  Pictures  which  were  drawn  by  his  Orders, 
and  Corte^s  Prefent,  with  the  utmod  Diligence.  For  this  Pur- 
pofe, the  King  of  Mexico  had  a great  Number  of  Couriers  di- 
dributed  along  all  the  principal  Roads  of  the  Kingdom,  chofen 
out  of  the  fwjfted  Indians,  and  bred  them  up  to  it  carefully 
from  little  Children,  allotting  Rewards  put  of  the  publick  Trea- 
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fury  to  thofe  who  arrived  firft  at  the  appointed  Place:  And 
Father  Jofepb  de  Acofta  (a  faithful  Obferver  of  the  Cuftoms  of 
that  Nation)  fays,  That  the  chief  School  where  thefe  Indian 
Runners  were  bred,  was  the  principal  Temple  of  Mexico,  where 
the  Idol  flood  on  the  Top  of  an  hundred  and  twenty  Stone 
Steps,  and  thofe  who  firft  arrived  at  its  Feet,  gained  the  Re- 
ward : A notable  Exercife  to  be  taught  in  a Temple,  and  perhaps 
the  leaft  Indecency  ufed  in  that  miferable  Place  of  Worfhip. 
Thefe  Couriers  were  reliev’d  at  every  Town,  like  our  Poft- 
Horfes  ; and  made  the  greater  Speed,  becaufe  they  fucceeded 
one  another,  before  they  were  tired  ; fo  that  the  firft  Force  of 
the  Carreer  never  ceafed. 

In  the  General  Hiftory,  we  find  it  reported,  that  Teutile  him- 
felf  carry’d  his  Difpatches  and  Pi&ures,  and  that  he  returned 
in  feven  Days  with  the  Anfwer ; too  expeditious  for  a Gene- 
ral : Nor  doth  it  feem  likely,  the  Diftance  being  fixty 
Leagues,  the  fhorteft  Way,  from  Mexico  to  St.  Juan  de  XJlua : 
Nor  can  it  eafily  be  believed,  that  the  Mexican  Ambaflador, 
whom  our  Bernal  Dia ^ calls  Quintalbor,  came  upon  this  Affair, 
or  the  hundred  noble  Indians,  the  Reftor  of  Villahermofa  pretends 
that  attended  him  : But  this  is  of  no  great  Importance.  The 
Anfwer  came  in  feven  Days,  (a  Number  which  all  agree  in;) 
and  Teutile  brought  it  to  the  Spanift)  Quarters.  He  brought 
with  him  a Prefent  of  Mote^umas,  which  loaded  the  Shoulders 
of  an  hundred  Indians  ; and  before  he  delivered  his  Embaffy, 
he  caus’d  them  to  lay  Mats,  made  of  Palm-Tree  Leaves,  (which 
they  call  Petates,)  upon  the  Ground,  and  place  in  Order  upon 
them,  as  it  were  on  a Buffet,  the  feveral  Things  of  which  the 
prefent  was  compofed. 

There  were  various  Sorts  of  Cotton  Cloths,  well  wove,  and 
fo  fine,  that  they  could  not  be  known  from  Silk,  but  by  feel- 
ing. A Quantity  of  Plumes,  and  other  Curiofities  made  of 
Feathers,  whofe  Beauty  and  natural  Variety  of  Colours  (found 
on  rare  Birds  that  Country  produces)  fo  placed  and  mixed 
with  wonderful  Art,  diftributing  the  feveral  Colours,  and  fha- 
dowing  the  Light  with  the  Dark  fo  exaflly,  that  without  ma- 
king ufe  of  artificial  Colours,  or  of  the  Pencil,  they  could  draw 
Pictures,  and  would  undertake  to  imitate  Nature.  They  next 
produc’d  a great  Number  of  Arms,  Bows,  Arrows,  and  Tar- 
gets, made  of  extraordinary  Woods.  Two  very  large  Plates,  of 
a circular  Form,  the  one  of  Gold,  which  by  its  embofling,  re- 
prefented  the  Sun;  and  the  other  of  Silver,  reprefenting  the 
Moon.  And  laftly,  a confiderable  Quantity  of  Jewels,  Pieces 
of  Gold,  fome  Precious  Stones,  Collars  of  Gold,  Rings,  Pen- 
dants, 
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dants  after  their  Faffiion,  and  other  Ornaments  of  greater 
Weight  in  the  Shape  of  Birds  and  Bealfs,  fo  curioufly  wrought, 
that  notwithftanding  the  great  Value  of  the  Metal,  the  Work* 
manffiip  feem’d  to  exceed  it. 

As  foon  as  Teutile  had  laid  all  his  Wealth  before  the  Spaniards^ 
he  turned  to  Cortez and  making  a Sign  to  the  Interpreters,  told 
him,  That  the  great  Emperor  Motezuma  fent  him  thofe  Things 
in  return  for  his  Ptefent,  and  to  lhew  how  much  he  valu’d  his 
King’s  Friendfhip  ; but  that  he  did  not  think  it  convenient,  nor 
was  it  poffible  at  that  Time,  according  to  the  prefent  Pofture 
of  his  Affairs,  to  grant  the  Permilfion  he  alked  of  palling  for- 
ward to  his  Court:  The  which  Refufal  Teutile  endeavoured  to 
foften,  by  urging  the  Badnefs  of  the  Roads,  favage  Indians , who 
would  take  up  Arms,  and  oblfrufl  his  March,  and  other  Diffi- 
culties, which  plainly  difcovered  the  Intention ; and  in  a covert 
Manner  denoted,  that  there  was  a particular  Reafon  (which  we 
ffiall  fee  hereafter)  why  Mote^uma  would  not  fufter  himfelf 
to  be  feen  by  the  Spaniards. 

Cortez  returned  Thanks  for  the  Prefent,  with  Words  of  much 
Refpeft ; and  anfwered  Teutile,  That  it  was  not  his  Intention  to  be 
wanting  in  his  Obedience  to  Mote^uma ; but  that  it  was  not  in  his 
Power  to  go  back  with  Diffionour  to  his  King,  or  to  defift  from  his 
Demand,  with  all  the  Eatneftnefs  to  which  he  was  obliged,  by 
the  Reputatioh  of  a Crown  that  was  honoured  and  refpefted 
among  the  greateft  Princes  of  the  World:  Difcourling  upon  this 
Point  with  fo  much  Life  and  Refolution,  that  the  Indians  durft 
not  prefume  to  reply,  but*  on  the  contrary,  they  offered  to 
importune  Motequma  a fecOnd  Time  ; and  he  difmifs’d  them  with 
another  Prefent  like  the  former,  letting  them  know,  that  he 
would  expeft  the  King’s  Anfwer  without  moving  from  that 
Place ; but  that  he  ffiould  be  very  much  concerned  if  by  any 
Delay,  he  ffiould  be  obliged  to  go  nearer  to  follicite  that  Af- 
fair. 

All  the  Spaniards  admired  Moten^umas  Prefent ; yet  they  had 
not  all  the  fame  Notion  of  that  Wealth,  but  reafoned  varioufly, 
each  maintaining  his  own  Opinion,  and  carried  on  their  Dif-' 
putes  with  fome  Heat.  Some  pleas’d  themfelves  with  the  Hopes 
of  bettering  their  Fortune,  promiling  themfelves  mighty  Ad- 
vantages from  fuch  a favourable  Beginning;  others  by  theGreat- 
nefs  of  the  Prefent,  made  a Judgment  of  Motezjimas  Power, 
and  of  the  Difficulty  of  the  Undertaking.  Many  declar’d  ab- 
folutely,  that  the  Defign  of  attempting  fo  great  an  Affair  with 
fo  few  Men,  was  a Piece  of  Raffinefs;  and  moft  of  them  jufti- 
fied  the  Valour  and  Conftancy  of  their  Captain,  looking  on  the 
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Conqueft  as  good  as  made : Every  one  judging  of  the  Succefs 
according  to  his  Inclination.  Such  are  the  Difcourfes  and  Rea- 
foning  of  Soldiers,  by  which  the  Influence  the  Courage  has  over 
the  Underftanding  is  better  difcover’d,  than  by  any  other  Means. 
But  Cortez,  gave  them  leave  to  talk  on,  without  difcovering  his 
Refolution,  till  he  had  taken  Time  to  advife ; and  to  keep  his 
People  out  of  Idlenefs,  which  is  the  beft  Way  to  make  them 
lefs  inquifltive,  he  ordered  two  Yelfels  out,  to  view  the  Coaft, 
and  learch  out  fome  Port,  or  Bay,  where  the  Fleet  might  be 
more  under  Shelter,  (for  in  that  Place  they  had  but  little  Se- 
curity againft  the  North-Winds,)  and  fome  more  fertile  Piece 
of  Ground,  where  they  might  be  accommodated  in  Quarters, 
until  the  Return  of  Mote^umas  Anfwer;  making  a Pretence  of 
the  Suffering  of  his  People  in  that  Sandy  Soil,  where  the  Sun  re- 
flected his  Heat  with  double  Force  ; belides  that,  they  were  per- 
fected by  the  Mofquitoes,  or  Gnats,  which  made  even  the 
Hours  of  Reft  uneafy.  He  appointed  Captain  Francifco  de  Mon- 
tego to  command  in  this  Cruize ; and  pick’d  out  the  Soldiers  that 
were  to  bear  him  company,  being  thofe  that  feem’d  moft  averfe  to 
his  own  Opinion.  He  ordered  him  to  run  along  as  far  as  he  could, 
fleering  the  fame  Courfe  he  had  done  the  Year  before  with 
Grijalva ; and  that  he  fhould  take  notice  of  what  Towns  ap- 
peared along  the  Coaft,  without  landing  to  view  them,  alotting 
ten  Days  for  their  Return.  By  which  Means  he  order’d  what 
he  thought  convenient,  employed  thofe  that  were  troublefome, 
and  entertained  the  reft  with  Hopes  of  Relief ; being  himfelf  full 
of  Care,  and  uneafy,  confidering  the  Greatnefs  of  the  Defign, 
and  the  Smallnefs  of  the  Means ; but  refolving  not  to  delift 
till  he  could  fee  the  very  utmoft  of  the  Difficulty,  and  fo  much 
Mafter  of  himfelf,  that  he  difguis’d  his  inward  Concern  with 
an  eafy  and  chearful  Countenance. 
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CHAP.  III. 

Gives  an  Account  how  ill  the  Tofitivenefs  of  Cortez 
was  received  at  Mexico.  Who  Motezuma  was. 
The  Greatnefs  of  his  Empire , and  the  Condition 
his  Monarchy  was  in  at  the  Affival  of  the  Spa- 
niards. 

ORTEZ’ s perftfting  in  his  Refolution,  gave  much 
Trouble  at  Mexico.  Motezuma  was  angry;  and  in  his 
firft  Fury,  propofed  to  make  an  End  at  once  of  thofe 
Strangers,  who  prefumed  to  contend  contrary  to  his 
Inclination.  But  afterwards,  confidering  better,  his  Courage 
failed  him,  and  Anger  gave  Way  to  Sorrow  and  Confufion. 
He  fummoned  his  Minifters  and  Relations  ; they  held  feveral 
fecret  Councils ; they  reforted  to  the  Temples  with  publick  Sa- 
crifices j and  the  People  began  to  be  uneafy,  feeing  their  King 
fo  much  difturb’d,  and  thole  who  managed  the  Government  in 
fuch  a Fright.  So  that  they  began  to  talk,  with  very  little 
Referve,  of  the  approaching  Ruin  of  that  Empire,  and  of  the 
Signs,  and  Prefages,  which  (according  to  their  Traditions^ 
threatned  it.  But  it  feems  necelfary  now,  that  we  fhpuld  Jhew 
who  Motezjima  was,  and  the  State  of  his  Monarchy  at  this 
Time  ; and  why  both  he  and  his  Subjects  were  in  fuch  a Con- 
fternation  at  the  coming  of  the  Spaniards. 

The  Empire  of  Mexico  was  then  at  its  greateft  Heighth,  ha- 
ving under  its  Dominion  almoft  all  the  Provinces  and  Countries 
which  had  been  difcovered  in  North  America , which  were  go- 
vern’d by  Motezjima  himfelf,  and  his  petty  tributary  Kings,  or  Ca- 
ziques.  The  Length  of  it  extended,  from  Eaft  to  Weft,  above 
five  hundred  Leagues  ; and  the  Breadth,  from  North  to  South, 
in  fome  Places,  was  two  hundred ; a Country  populous,  rich, 
and  plentiful.  On  the  Eaft  it  was  bounded  by  the  Ailantick 
Sea,  (now  call’d  the  North  Sea,)  and  ftretch’d  along  all  that 
great  Space  of  Land  between  Panuco  and  Yucatan  On  the  Weft, 
it  reached  the  other  Sea,  lying  along  the  Afiatick  Ocean,  (or 
Gulph  of  Anian,)  from  Cape  Mendocino,  to  the  fartheft  Part  of  New 
Galicia.  On  the  South,  it  ftretched  out  farther,  running  along 
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the  South -Sea,  from  Acapulco  to  Guatimala  ; and  Went  fo  far  as 
to  approach,  by  the  Way  of  Nicaragua,  to  that  Ifthmus , or  nar- 
row Neck  of  Land,  which  divides,  and  at  the  fame  time 
unites  the  two  Americas.  On  the  North,  it  reached  out  as  far 
Panuco,  including  that  Province  ; but  was  ftreighten’d  confidera- 
bly  by  the  Mountains,  or  hilly  Countries  poftelfed  by  the  Chi - 
chimecas  and  Ottomies,  a barbarous  People,  without  Govern- 
ment or  Policy,  living  in  the  Caves  of  the  Earth,  or  in  the 
Holes  of  Rocks,  feeding  upon  the  Game  they  kill’d  in  Hunting, 
and  the  Fruits  of  fuch  Trees  as  grew  wild  ; but  fo  dextrous  in 
the  Ufe  of  their  Arrows,  and  in  making  their  Advantage  of 
the  Crags  and  Palfes  of  the  Mountains,  that  they  had  often 
withftood  the  whole  Power  of  Mexico-,  being  Enemies  to  Sub- 
jeftion,  fatisfied  with  not  being  conquered,  and  only  deliring  to 
preferve  their  Liberty,  amongft  the  wild  Beafts. 

T h i s Empire  grew  from  a fmall  Beginning  to  this  vaft 
Greatnefs  in  little  more  than  an  hundred  and  thirty  Years  ; for 
the  Mexicans  naturally  a warlike  Nation,  were  always  making 
way  with  their  Arms  among  the  reft  of  the  Nations  which  in- 
habited that  Part  of  the  World.  They  were  at  firft  governed 
by  a valiant  Captain,  who  made  them  Soldiers,  and  fenlible  of 
Military  Honour.  Afterwards  they  chofe  a King,  giving 
the  fupreme  Dominion  to  the  Perfon  that  had  the  greateft 
Reputation  for  Valour,  being  acquainted  with  no  other  Virtue 
but  Fortitude  ; and  if  they  knew  any  other  they  look’d  upon 
them  as  much  inferior.  They  always  obferved  this  Cuftom  of 
chilling  the  greateft  Captain  for  their  King,  without  Regard  to 
the  Succeflion ; tho’  where  Aflions  were  equal,  they  preferred 
the  Royal  Blood;  and  the  War,  which  made  their  Kings,  by 
little  and  little  enlarged  the  Monarchy.  At  firft  Juftice  fup- 
ported  their  Arms,  for  the  Oppreflion  of  their  Neighbours  for- 
ced them  to  an  unblameable  Defence;  and  Heaven  favoured 
their  Caufe  with  the  firft  Succefles : But  their  Power  afterwards 
encreafing,  Juftice  was  laid  afide,  and  Tyranny  took  place. 

We  lhall  fee  the  Progrels  of  this  Nation,  and  the  great  Con- 
quefts  they  made,  when  we  come  to  give  an  Account  of  the 
Succeftion  of  their  Kings,  and  the  principal  Part  of  this  Hiftory 
lhall  be  lefs  depending.  Moteguma  was  the  Eleventh  King,  (ac- 
cording to  their  painted  Annals,)  and  the  Second  of  that  Name, 
a lingular  Perfon,  and  much  refpefled  among  the  Mexicans  be- 
fore he  began  to  reign. 

He  was  of  the  Royal  Blood ; and  in  his  Youth  followed  the 
Wars,  where  he  gained  the  Reputation  of  a valiant  Captain,  by 
feveral  Actions,  which  raifed  his  Chara&er.  He  returned  to 
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the  Court,  fomewhat  puffed  up  with  thefe  Flatteries  of  Fame  ; 
and  finding  himfelf  applauded  and  refpebled  as  the  firft  IV) an  of 
his  Nation,  he  entertained  Hopes  of  grafping  the  Scepter  at  the 
next  Election,  behaving  himfelf  in  his  own  Thoughts  as  one 
that  was  beginning  to  be  crown’d,  upon  the  Notion  he  had  con- 
ceived of  being  King. 

He  then  plac’d  all  hisHappinefs  in  gaining  Friends  ; to  which 
End  he  made  ufe  of  fome  Politick  Arts,  a Science  which  fome- 
times  does  not  difdain  to  be  found  amongft  the  Barbarians,  but 
is  rather  apt  to  make  People  lb,  when  that  which  is  called  Rea- 
fon  of  State  gets  the  better  of  natural  Reafon.  He  afteffed  great 
Obedience  and  Veneration  towards  his  King,  and  extraordinary 
Modefty  and  Compofure  in  his  Words  and  Actions,  always  fo 
carefully  preferving  the  Gravity  and  Statelinefs  in  his  Counte- 
nance, that  the  Indians  were  wont  to  fay,  the  Name  of  Mote- 
zjma  became  him  well,  which,  in  their  Language,,  fignifies  a 
furly  Prince,  though  he  endeavoured  to  temper  this  Severity, 
making  himfelf  agreeable  by  his  Liberality. 

He  alfo  gained  the  Character  of  being  very  zealous  for  his 
Religion  ; a powerful  Motive  to  captivate  thofe  who  are  taken 
with  outward  Shew : And  to  this  End,  he  erefted  a little  fepa- 
rate  Pile  in  the  rnoft  frequented  Temple,  after  the  Manner  of  a 
Tribune;  to  which  he  retir’d  in  the  Sight  of  all  the  People, 
and  ftaid  there  many  Hours  to  attend  that  popular  Devotion, 
or  placing  the  Idol  of  his  Ambition  among  his  other  Gods.  He 
gained  lb  much  Reputation  by  thefe  outward  Appearances,  that 
when  the  King  his  Predeceffor  died,  the  Eleflors  gave  him  their 
Votes  without  any  Oppolltion,  and  the  People  received  him  with 
great  Acclamations.  He  made  a Shew  of  refilling,  Differing 
himfelf  to  be  courted  for  that  which  he  defired,  and  feemed  to 
accept  it  with  Relu&ancy  : But  no  fooner  was  he  poffefs’d  of 
the  Imperial  Throne,  than  all  that  Artifice  which  he  had  fore  d 
upon  his  natural  Temper  ceafed,  and  he  difeovered  thofe  Vices 
that  had  been  hitherto  covered  with  the  Shew  of  Virtues. 

The  firft  A&ion  by  which  he  manifefted  his  Pride,  was  the 
difearding  of  all  thofe  that,  belonged  to  the  Royal  Family,  which, 
till  his  Time,  was  compofed  of  midling  People  and  Plebeians ; 
and  under  Colour  of  greater  Decency,  he  made  his  Nobles  ferve 
him,  even  in  the  meaneft  Employments  ofhis  Houfe.  He  Ihewed 
himfelf  but  feldom  to  his  Subjebb.  and  only  when  it  was  ne- 
ceflary  to  his  Minifters  and  Servants,  looking  upon  Retirement 
and  Melancholy  as  a Part  of  Majefty;  and  for  thofe  who  obtain’d 
Leave  to  come  into  his  Prefence,  he  invented  new  Obeyfances 
and  Ceremonies,  enlarging  the  Refpeft  almoft  to  Adoration. 

Y He 
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He  perfwaded  himfelf,  that  he  had  the  entire  Command  of  the 
Lives  and  Liberties  of  his  Subjefts,  and  exercifed  great  Cruelties 
to  perfwade  others  to  the  fame. 

He  imposed  new  Taxes,  without  any  publick  Neceffity,  at 
a certain  Rate  on  each  Head  of  that  vail  Number  of  Subjects ; 
and  exacted  it  with  fo  much  Rigour,  that  even  poor  Beggars 
were  not  exempted  from  the  miferable  Oppreffion,  bringing  to  his 
Treafury  fome  mean  Things,  which  were  received,  and  then 

thrown  away  before  their  Faces. 

These  violent  Pra&ices  made  his  People  fear  him:  But  as  it 
is  ufual  for  Fear  and  Hatred  to  go  together,  fome  Provinces  re- 
belled • to  reduce  the  which,  he  went  himfelf  in  Perfon  j be- 
ing fo  jealous  of  his  Authority,  that  he  would  not  fuffer  any 
other  to  command  his  Armies.  Tho  it  cannot  be  denied,  but 
that  he  had  a martial  Inclination  and  Spirit  : None  refilled  his 
Power,  and  maintained  their  Rebellion,  except  the  Provinces 
of  Mechoacan,  Tlafcala , and  Tepeaca.  And  he  was  wont  to  fay, 
« He  did  not  fubdue  them,  becaufe  he  wanted  thofe  Enemies 
« tp  Ripply  him  with  Captives  for  the  Sacrifices  of  his  Gods.” 
A Tyrant,  even  in  what  he  permitted,  and  w:hat  he  did  not 


He  had  reigned  fourteen  Years  when  Cortez,  arrived  on  his 
Coafts ; and  the  laft  was  full  of  Prefages,  horrible,  and  won- 
derful Portents,  which  God  either  ordered,  ordained,  or  per- 
mitted, to  crulh  the  Spirits  of  thole  fierce  People,  and  ren- 
der that  great  Work  lefs  difficult  to  the  Spaniards',  Provi- 
dence, by  Degrees,  difpofing  all  Things  towards  it  by  fuch 
unlikely  Means. 


CHAP. 
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CHAR  IV, 


Aft  Account  of  the  fever  alV to  digits,  dnd  Signs  that 
were  feen  in  Mexico,  before  the  Arrival  of Cortez; 
from  which  the  Indians  apprehended , that  the 
Ruin  of  their  Empire  drew  near. 


FTER  knowing  who  Motezjima  was,  and  the  Con- 
dition and  Greatndfs  of  his  Empire,  it  remains  that 
we  enquire  into  the  Motives  which  caus’d  that  Prince' 
and  his  Minifters  fo  obftinately  to  oppofe  the  prefling 
Inftance  made  by  Hernan  Cortex  : The  firft  Contrivance  of  the 
Devil-,  and  the  firft  Difficulty  in  the  Undertaking. 

A s foon  as-  they  had  Notice  of  the  Spaniards  in  Mexico , 
when  Juan  de  Grijalva  arrived  upon  their  Coaft  the  Year  be- 
fore, feveral  Prodigies  began  to  appear  in  this  Country,  and 
very  aftoriifhing.  Signs,  which  did  in  a manner  aflure  Mot c^ima 
that  the  Ruin  of  his  Empire  drew  near  ; and  greatly  terrified 
and-  difcouraged  both  him  and  Ill's  Subjects. 

A frightful  Comet  appeared  many  Nigh'tfs, ; in  Shape  like 
a Pyramid,  which  beginning  at  Midnight,  advanc’d  { lowly  to' 
the  higheft  Part  of  the  Heavens,  where  it  vanilh’d  at  the  Pre- 
fence  of  the  Sun. 

Afterwards:,  at  Midday,  another  Comet,  or  Exhalation,  .* 
was  feen  to  rife  in  the  Weft,  or  like  a fiery  Serpent  with  three  f V 
Heads',  which  ran  fwiftly  till  it  vanilhed  in  the  Eaft,  fcatteringf 
an  infinite  Number  of  Sparks  that  dy’d  irt  the  Air. 

The  great  Lake  of  Mexico  overflowed  its  Banks,  and  with  an 
extraordinary  Impetuofity  drowned  the  Country,  carrying  away 
feveral-  Houfes,  with  a fort  of  Waves  that  look’d  as  if  it  had 
boil’d  up  ; tho’  there  were  no  Floods  or  ftormy  Weather 
to  which  they  could  attribute  the  Motion  of  the  Waters. 

One  of  their  Temples  took  Fire  of  it  felf,  without  their 
being  able  to  find  out  the  Caule  of  its  burning,  or  Means  to 
extinguilh  the  Flame.  The  very  Stones  were  feen  to  burn,  and 
the  whole  Pile  w“as  reduced  to  littlfe  more  than  Allies.  Lamen- 
table "Voices  were  heard  in  the  Air  from  different  Parts,  which 
foretold  the  End  of  that  Monarchy  ; arid  the  fame  was  repeat- 
ed 
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ed  in  the  Anfwers  of  their  Idols ; the  Devil  pronouncing  by 
them  what  he  could  conjecture  of  thofe  Natural  Caufes  which 
were  in  Motion,  or  as  much  as  the  God  of  Nature  permitted 
him  to  know,  who  fometimes  torments  him  by  making  him 
the  Inftrument  of  Truth. 

Several  Monfters  of  horrible  Deformity,  and  never  feen 
before,  were  brought  - to  the  King;  which,  - in  his  Opinion, 
had  a hfeaning,  and  denoted  great  Misfortunes.  And  if  they 
were  called  Monfters  from  demonftrating,  or  forefoewing 
Things;  to  come,  as  the  Ancients  believ’d,  who  gave  them  that 
Name,  it  was  not  ftrange  that  they  ihould  be  held  for  Pre- 
fages  among  thofe  barbarous  People,  where  Ignorance  and  Su- 
perftition  went  hand-in-hand. 

Histories  make  mention  of  two  very  remarkable  Accidents, 
which  extremely  troubled  the  Mind  of  Mote^uma ; nor  are  they 
fit  to  be  omitted,  fince  they  found  Credit  with  Father  Jofepb 
de  Acofla , Juan  Botero,  and  other  Writers  of  Judgment  and 
Authority. 

Certain  Fifoermen  near  the  Lake  of  Mexico,  took  a mon- 
ftrous  Fowl,  of  extraordinary  Make  and  Greatnefs ; and  ac- 
counting it  a Novelty,  prefented  the  fame  to  the  King.  Its 
Deformity  was  horrible;  and  on  the  Head  of  it  was  a Aiming  Plate 
like  a Looking-Glafs,  from  which  the  Sun  refected  a fort  of  dim 
and  melancholy.  Light.  Mote^uma  ohferved  it,  and  drawing 
nearer  to  take  a better  View,  faw  within  it  a Reprefentation  of 
the  Night,  amidft  whofe  Obfcurity  were  feen  fome  Parts  of  the 
Heaven  covered  with  Stars,  and  fo  dfftinftly  reprefented,  that 
he  turned  his  Eyes  to  the  Sun,  as  one  doubtful  of  the  Day : 
and  upon  fixing  his  Eyes  the  fecond  Time  on  that  feeming 
Glafs,  he  fpy’d  inftead  of  Night,  what  gave  him  greater  Afto- 
ni foment;  for  there  appear’d  to  his  Sight  an  Army  of  Men  that 
came  from  the  Eaft,  making  a terrible  Slaughter  of  his  Subjects. 
He  affembled  the  Magicians  and  Priefts  to  confult  about  this 
Prodigy,  and  the  Bird  flood  immoveable  till  many  of  them  had 
tried  the  fame  Experiment;  but  then  it  got  away,  and  vanifo’d 
in  their  Prefence,  leaving  them  another  Prefage  in  its  aftonifoing 
Flight. 

Some  few  Days  after  a Country  Man  came  to  the  Palace,  one 
that  was  reputed  a plain  downright  Man,  who  earneftly,  and 
with  myfterious  Inftances,  prefs’d  to  have  Audience  of  the 
King.  He  was  introduced  to  his  Prefence  after  various  Con- 
fultations,  and  having  made  his  Obeyfance,  without  any  Man- 
ner of  Difturbance  or  Fear,  he  fpoke  to  him  in  his  ruftick 
Idiom,  but  with  a kind  of  Freedom  and  Eloquence,  which 

denoted 
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denoted  a more  than  natural  Tranfport,  or  that  the  Words  were 
nothisown,  but  were  infpired,  faying,  “ Yefterday  in  the  Evening, 

“ Sir,  being  upon  my  Farm,  employed  in  the  Emprovement  ot 
“ my  Land,  I faw  an  Eagle  of  an  extraordinary  Magnitude* 

« which  ftoop’d  down  furioufly  upon  me,  and,  catching  me  be- 
“ tween  his  Claws,  carried  me  a great  Way  through  the  Air*  till 
« ]le  fet  me  down  near  a fpacious  Cave,  in  which  was  a Man  in 
“ Royal  Robes,  bleeping  amongft  Diveriity  of  Flowers  and  Per- 
“ fumes,  with  a fcented  Compofition  burning  in  his  Hand.  I drew 
“ fomewhat  nearer,  and  faw  your  Likenefs,  or,  perhaps,  it  was 
“ yourfelf ; for  I cannot  affirm  it,  though,  in  my  own  Opinion,  I 
« had  my  Senfes  free.  I was  going  to  withdraw,  being  afraid,  and 
“ full  of  Awe;  but  an  imperious  Voice  Hopp’d  and  frighted  me 
“ a-new,  commanding  me  to  take  the  burning  Perfume  out  ot 
« your  Hand,  and  apply  it  to  fome  Part  of  your  Thigh  that  was 
uncovered.  I refufed,  as  much  as  I could,  to  commit  fuch 
“ a Piece  of  Wickednefs : But  the  fame  Voice,  in  a terrible  one, 
“ forced  me  to  obey.  Upon  which,  Sir,  without  being  able  to  re- 
“ fift,  and  being  made  bold  by  Fear,  I applied  the  burning  Com- 
“ polition  to  your  Thigh,  and  you  endur’d  the  burning,  with- 
“ out  waking,  or  making  any  Motion.  I fhould  have  thought 
“ you  had  been  dead,  but  that  your  quiet  Breathing  {hewed 
“ you  to  be  alive,  the  Repofe  expreffing  what  was  wanting 
“ in  the  Senfes.  Then  that  fame  Voice  (which  feemed  to  be 
“ formed  in  the  Air)  faid  to  me  ; Thus  lleeps  thy  King,  given 
“ up  to  his  Delights  and  Vanities,  when  he  has  the  Anger  of 
“ his  Gods  upon  him,  and  fo  many  Enemies,  who  come  from  the 
“ other  Part  of  the  World  to  deftroy  his  Monarchy  and  Reli- 
« gion.  Bid  him  awake,  and  prevent,  if  he  can,  the  Miferie9 
“ and  Calamities  that  threaten  him.  Scarce  had  he  pronounced 
« thefe  Words,  which  I bear  deeply  imprinted  in  my  Memory, 
<c  when  the  Eagle  took  me  up  in  his  Tallons,  and  fet  me  down 
“ on  my  Land,  without  the  leaft  Hurt.  And  thus  do  I per- 
“ form  what  the  Gods  have  enjoin’d  me.  Awake,  Sir,  for 
“ your  Pride  and  Cruelty  hath  provok’d  them  : I fay  again, 
“ Awake,  or  take  care  how  you  fleep,  lince  the  burning  Sting 
“ of  your  Confcience  does  not  rouze  you ; nor  can  you  be  now 
“ ignorant,  that  the  Cries  of  your  People  have  reach  d Heaven 
“ before  they  came  to  your  Ears.” 

These,  or  fuch  like  Words,  did  the  Peafant  deliver,  or  the 
Spirit,  that  fpoke  in  him,  infpired  him ; and  turned  his  Back 
with  fo  much  Refolution,  that  no  Man  durft  Hop  him.  Mo- 
te^iima  (in  the  firft  Heat  of  his  Palfion)  was  going  to  order 
him  to  be  killed  ; but  was  prevented  by  a new  Pain  he  felt 

Z ' fo 
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in  his  Thigh,  where  he  found,  and  ail  faw  the  Mark  of  a freih 
Burning  : Which  ftrange  Sight  aftonifh’d  and  made  him  thought- 
ful ; but  Hill  refolv’d  to  chaftife  the  Peafant,  by  facrificing  him 
to  appeafe  his  Gods.  Thefe  Admonitions  proceeded  from  the 
Devil,  and  ihew’d  the  Wickednefs  of  their  Original,  as  ferving 
rather  to  provoke  a Man  to  Anger  and  Obftinacy,  than  to  bring 
him  to  the  Knowledge  of  his  Fault.  But  thofe  Accidents 
might  be  improved  by  the  Credulity  of  thofe  barbarous  People, 
frooi  whofe  Relation  the  Spaniards  had  them  in  this  Manner. 
We  do  not  infill:  on  the  Nicety  of  the  Truth  ; but  do  not 
think  it  unlikely,  that  the  Devil  fhould  make  ufe  of  fuch-like 
Artifices  to  let  Motezjwiu  againft  the  Spaniards , and  put  what 
Stops  he  coulH  to  the  Introduction  of  the  Gofpel.  _ For  it  is 
certain,  that  he  might  (fuppofing  the  Divine  Permilfion  in  the 
ufe  of  his  Knowledge)  feign  or  form  thofe  Phantoms  and 
monflruous  Apparitions,  or  even  make  vilible  Bodies,  by  con- 
denfing  the  Air  with  a Mixture  of  the  other  Elements ; or,  as 
often  happens/  he  might  impofe  upon  the  Senfes,  and.  delude 
the  Imagination  ; of  which  we  have  fome  Examples  in  the  ho- 
ly Scriptures,  which  make  what  we  find  of  the  fame  Nature  in 
prophane  Hilfory  the  more  credible. 

These  and  other  portentous  Signs,  which  were  feen  at 
Mexico , and  in  feveral  Parts  of  the  Empire,  had  fo  broke 
the  Spirit  of  Mote^uma,  and  fo  difmayed  the  wife  Men  of  his 
Council,  that  when  the  fecond  Embafly  from  Cortez  arrived, 
they  concluded,  that  all  the  Ruin  and  Calamity  with  which  they 
were  fhreatned,  was  come  upon  them. 

The  Confultations  were  long,  and  the  Opinions  various. 
Some  thought,  that  thofe  armed  Strangers,  coming  at  a Time 
of  fo  many  Prodigies,  ought  to  be  treated  as  Enemies  ; for  thac 
either  to  admit',  or  trull:  them,  would  be  oppofing  the  Will  of 
their  Gods,  who  had  given  them  fo  many  Warnings  before  the 
Blow,  in  order  to  avoid  it.  Others,  either  out  of  Moderation 
or  Fear,  endeavoured  to  obftrufl  the  Breach,  by  extolling  the 
Valour  of  the  Strangers,  the  Force  of  their  Arms,  and  the 
Fiercenefs  of  their  Horfes : And  calling  to  Mind  the  Deftruc- 
tion  and  Slaughter  they  made  at  Tabafco,  (of  which  War  they 
had  prefently  Notice ;)  and  tho’  they  did  not  believe  they  were 
immortal,  as  the  Fear  of  the  Vanquifhed  had  given  out,  yet  did 
they  not  think  them  Creatures  of  their  own  Species,  but  found 
in  them  fome  Refemblance  of  their  own  Gods,  by  their  Ma- 
nagement of  Lightning,  with  which  (in  their  Opinion)  they 
fought,  and  by  the  Command  they  had  over  thofe  Brutes,  who 
underftood  their  Orders,  and  fought  for  them. 


Motezuma 
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Motezuma  heard  them  ; and  taking  a Medium  between 
both  Opinions,  refolded  abfolutely  to  deny  Cortex  the  Liberty 
lie  alked  of  coming  to  his  Court  ; commanding  him  imme- 
diately to  leave  thofe  Coafts  ; and  at  the  fame  Time  fending 
him  another  Prefent  like  the  former,  to  oblige  him  to  obey. 
But  if  that  was  not  fufficient  to  ftop  him,  he  refolded  to  ui'e 
Force  ; railing  a powerful  Army  of  fuch  Men,  that  they 
fhould  have  no  Caufe  to  fear  the  like  ill  Succefs  as  that  of  TW- 
bajco.  For  he  was  fenfible  they  ought  not  to  defpife  the  fmall 
Number  of  thofe  Strangers,  in  whofe  prodigious  Arms,  and  ex- 
traordinary  Valour,  there  appeared  fo  many  Advantages  ; and 
more  particularly  when  they  arrived  upon  their  Coafts,  at  fo 
calamitous  a Time,  and  when  fo  many  frightful  Prodigies  had 
appeared,  as  feemed  to  magnify  their  Forces,  fince  they  me- 
rited the  Care,  and  Warning  of  their  Gods. 


CHAR  V. 


Francifco  de  Montejo  return s,  having  difcovered  the 
Town  of  Quiabiftan.  MotezumaV  Ambaffadors 
arrive , and  depart  dijfatisfyd.  Some  Muttering 
happens  among  the  Soldiers , who  incline  to  Mu- 
tiny , and  Hernan  Cortez  makes  ufe  of  Artifice  to 
appeafe  them , 

M 

' i . 1 i } 

H I L S T Motezjimas  Court  was  taken  up  with  thefe 
melancholy  Reflexions,  Hernan  Cortes  endeavoured  to 
get  fome  Account  of  the  Country  ; to  gain  the  good 
Will,  of  the  Indians  who  repaired  to  his  Quarters;  and 
to  encourage  his  Men,  endeavouring  to  infpire  them  with  the 
fame  great  Hopes  of  which  his  own  Heart  allured  him.  At 
that  Time  Francifco  de  Montejo  returned  from  his  Voyage,  ha- 
ving coafted  fome  Leagues  up  to  the  Northward,  and  difcqver- 
ed  a Town  called  Quiabiftan , lituate  in  a fertile  Soil,  and  well 
cultivated,  near  an  anchoring  Place,  or  Bay,  capacious  enough, 
where,  in  the  Opinion  of  the  Pilots,  the  Ships  might  ride  and 
be  fecure  under  the  Shelter  of  fome  great  Rocks,  which  broke 
the  Force  of  the  Winds.  This  Place  was  diftant  from  St.  fuan 

de 
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de  Ulua  about  twelve  Leagues : And  Reman  Cortex  began  to 
look  on  it  as  commodious  for  him  to  remove  his  Quarters  thi- 
ther : But  before  he  came  to  any  Refolution,  Mote^uma’s  An- 
fwer  came. 

Teutile , with  the  principal  Captains  of  his  Tpoops,  came 
with  their  little  Perfuming  Pans,  burning  Gum-Copal.  After 
the  fmoaking  Courtefies  and  Ceremonies  were  over,  Teutile  or- 
dered Mote^tma’s  Prefent  to  be  produc’d  ; which  was  fome- 
what  lefs,  but  of  the  fame  Sort  of  Goods,  and  Pieces  of  Gold, 
as  came  with  the  firft  Embafly  : All  that  they  brought  particu- 
lar, was  four  green  Stones,  like  Emeralds,  called  Cbalcuites  ; 
and  Teutile  told  Cortez, ;,  with  a great  deal  of  Gravity,  that  Mote- 
zjitna  fent  thofe  Stones  to  the  King  of  Spain,  as  Jewels  of  an 
ineftimable  Value  : But  that  was  not  much  regarded,  as  coming 
from  thofe  who  held  Glafs  in  fuch  great  Efteem. 

The  Embafly  was  deliver’d  in  Terms  refolute  and  difagree- 
able ; and  the  Conclufion  of  it  was,  to  difmifs  their  Guefts,  without 
giving  them  Leave  to  reply.  Night  drew  on  ; and  when  Cortez 
began  to  return  his  Aniwer,  the  Ave-Maria  Bell  rung  in  that 
Barrack  that  ferved  for  a Chapel : He  kneell’d  down  to  fay  that 
Prayer;  as  did  all  the  reft,  after  his  Example.  Their  Silence  and 
Devotion,  ftruck  the  Indians  with  Admiration ; and  Teutile 
afked  Donna  Marina  the  Meaning  of  that  Ceremony.  Cortez 
underftood  it,  and  thought  it  proper  to  make  ufe  of  that  Op- 
portunity of  fatisfying  their  Curiofity,  to  talk  to  them  upon 
the  Subjefl  of  Religion.  Father  Bartolome  de  Olmedo  took  it  in 
hand,  and  endeavoured  to  fuit  his  Difcourfe  to  their  Blindnefs, 
giving  themfome  fmall  Light  into  the  Myfteries  of  our  Faith. 
He  labour’d,  with  all  his  Eloquence,  to  make  them  underftand  that 
there  was  but  One  God,  the  Beginning  and  End  of  all  Things : 
That  in  their  Idols  they  adored  the  Devil,  the  mortal  Enemy 
of  Mankind ; enforcing  what  he  faid  with  Reafons  eafy  to  be 
comprehended  : Which  the  Indians  liftned  to  with  fome  fort 
of  Attention,  as  if  they  were  fenfible  of  the  Force  of  Truth. 

Hernan  Cortez  made  ufe  of  this  Beginning  to  return  to 
his  Anfwer ; telling  Teutile , That  one  of  the  Points  of  his  Em- 
bafly, and  the  principal  Motive  which  his  King  had  to  offer 
his  Friendftiip  to  Motezuma,  was,  the  Obligation  Chriftian 
Princes  lay  under  to  oppofe  the  Errors  of  Idolatry,  and  the 
Defire  he  had  to  inftrucb  him  in  the  Knowledge  of  the  Truth,  and 
to  help  him  to  get  free  from  the  Slavery  of  the  Devil,  the  in- 
vincible Tyrant  of  his  Kingdoms,  who,  in  Reality,  held  him  a 
Slave  and  Vaflal,  tho’,  in  outward  Appearance,  he  was  fo 
powerful  a Monarch.  And  that  fince  he  came  from  fuch  re- 
mote 
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mote  Countries,  upon  Affairs  of  fuch  a Nature.,  and  in  the 
Name  of  another  more  powerful  King,  he  could  not  omit  ma- 
king new  Efforts,  and  perfevering  in  his  Inftances,  till  he  ffiould 
prevail  to  be  heard,  fince  he  came  on  a peaceable  Account, . as 
appeared  by  the  fmall  Number  of  his  Men,  from  which 
no  Sufpicion  could  be  had  of  greater  Defigns.  No  fooner  had 
Teutile  heard  the  Refolution  of  Cortex,  than  he  ftarted  up  hafti- 
ly,  and  with  fome  fort  of  Impatience,  between  Anger  and  Con- 
fufion,  told  him.  That  hitherto  the  Great  Mote^uma  had  dealt 
courteoufly,  treating  him  as  a Gueft ; but  that  if  he  was  re- 
folded to  continue  in  that  Opinion,  it  would  be  his  own  Fault 
if  he  found  himfelf  treated  as  an  Enemy,  and  without  flaying 
for  any  other  Anfwer,  or  fo  much  as  taking  Leave,  he  turned 
his  Back,  and  went  haftily  out  of  his  Prefence,  followed  by 
Pilpatoe,  and  the  reft  of  his  Attendance.  Herman  Cortex  was  a^ 
little  ftartled  at  Teutile  % Proceeding  ; but  fo  much  Matter  of 
himfelf,  that  turning  to  his  People,  more  inclined  to.  laugh, 
than  to  be  concerned,  “ We  ftiall  fee,  fays  he,  where  this  Chal- 
“ lenge  will  end : For  we  know  already  how  their  Armies  fight. 
« And,  for  the  raoft  part,  Threats  are  the  Effefls  of  Fear.” 
And  whilft  they  were  gathering  up  the  Prefent,  he  went  on, 
faying,  “ Thefe  Barbarians  ffiould  not  fo  eafily  prevail  with  the 
“ Spanify  Troops  to  retire  ; for  thofe  Riches  are  to  be  looked  up- 
“ on  as  Gifts  out  of  Seafon,  which  lhew  more  Weaknefs  than 
« Generofity.”  Thus  did  he  Jay  hold  of  all  Opportunities,  to 
encourge  his  People.  And  that  very  Night  (tho  it  was  not 
likely  that  the  Mexicans  ihould  have  provided  an  Army  toafflialt 
the  Quarters)  the  Guards  were  doubled,  looking  upon  that 
which  was  poflible,  as  likely  to  happen  : For  Commanders  can 
never  be  too  careful  ; and  many  Times,  that  which  feems  iuper- 
fluous,  is  found  to  have  been  neceflary. 

A s foon  as  the  Day  appeared,  they  found  a confiderable  Al- 
teration, which  gave  them  fome  Difturbance  for  thole  Indians 
which  inhabited  Pilpatoe’s  Cabbins,  were  retired  within  the 
Land,  and  not  a Man  appeared  in  all  the  Country : They  alfo 
kept  away,  who  ufed  to  bring  them  Provifions  from  the  neigh- 
bouring Towns.  Thefe  Beginnings  of  Want  (rather  feared, 
than  buffered)  were  fufficient  to  make  fome  Soldiers . begin 
to  be  uneafy,  looking  upon  it  as  very  unadvifed  to  think  of 
fettling  in  that  Country  ; which  Murmuring  fome  Friends,  of 
Diego  Felafquex  took  the  Advantage  of,  and  began  to  exclaim, 
faying,  without  any  Referve,  in  common  Difcourfe,  That 
Herman  Cortex  had  a Mind  to  deftroy  them,  and  am.bitioufly  pur- 
fued  a Defign  without  a Force  any  way  proportioned  to  the 
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Undertaking : That  the  Intention  of  maintaining  themfelves 
with  fuch  a Handful  of  People  in  the  Dominions  of  fo  power- 
ful  a Prince,  would  be  judged  rafh  by  all  Men : And  that  it 
was  now  neceffary  for  them  all  to  demand  to  return  to  the 
Iiland  of  Cuba,  in  order  to  refit  their  Fleet,  and  reinforce  the 
Army,  and  fo  proceed  upon  that  Undertaking  with  berter  Foun- 
dation. 

Hernan  Cortez  was  informed  of  this,  and  making  ufe  of 
his  Friends  and  Confidents,  he  endeavoured  to  enquire  into  the 
Opinion  of  the  principal  Part  of  his  People  ; and  found  that  he 
had  on  his  Side  the  moft  in  Number,  and  thofe  of  greateft 
Confequence.  Upon  which  Security  he  fuffered  himfelf  to  be 
feen  by  the  Malecontents. 

Diego  Joe  Oedaz  was  the  Perfon  who  fpoke  in  the  Name 
of  all  the  reft,  and,  with  fome  Heat  and  Difrefpeff,  told  him, 
That  the  Soldiers  were  very  much  diftatisfy’d,  and  upon  the 
Point  of  laying  aflde  all  Obedience,  having  been  informed  that 
he  defigiied  to  profecute  that  Undertaking  ; and  that  no  body 
could  blame  them,  for  neither  the  Number  of  Men,  Condi- 
tion of  the  Ships,  nor  their  Referve  of  Provifions  or  Ammu- 
nitions of  War,  had  any  Proportion  with  the  Intent  of  con- 
quering fo  large  and  powerful  an  Empire : That  no  Man  had  fo 
little  Value  for  himfelf,  as  to  fubmit  to  be  caft  away  to  pleafe 
another’s  Humour;  and  that  therefore  it  was  now  Time  to  con- 
fider  of  returning  to  the  Ifland  of  Cuba , to  the  End  that  Diego 
Velafquezi  might  reinforce  his  Fleet,  and  take  this  difficult  Enter- 
prize  in  hand  upon  better  Advice,  and  with  a greater  Force. 

Hernan  Cortez  heard  him,  without  feeming  offended, 
as  he  might  have  been,  both  with  the  Propofal,  and  the  Man- 
ner of  delivering  it ; on  the  contrary,  he  anfwered  him,  (with 
a compofed  Voice  and  Countenance,)  Thar  he  was  obliged  to  him 
for  the  Advice,  becaufe  he  did  not  know  that  the  Soldiers  were 
diffatisfied,  but  rather  believed  they  were  well  contented,  and 
delirous  to  go  on ; for  in  that  Enterprize  none  could  complain 
of  Fortune  but  thofe  that  were  weary  of  being  happy : Firft, 
a Voyage,  without  any  ill  Accidents,  favoured  by  the  Winds 
and  Seas ; Succeffes,  fuch  as  their  Hearts  could  wi-fh ; the  remar- 
kable Favours  of  Heaven  at  Cozumel ; a Viffory  at  Tabafco,  and 
in  that  Country  where  they  were,  fo  much  good  Treatment  and 
Profperity;  were  not  Prefages  that  could  any  ways  dilcourage 
them.  Nor  was  it  very  much  for  their  Honour  to  defift  from 
that  Defign  before  they  had  feen  the  Face  of  Danger,  efpecially 
confidering  that  Difficulties  are  wont  to  appear  greateft  at  a 
Diftance,  and  what  the  Imagination  magnifies,  vanifhes  as  it 
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draws  near : But  that  if  the  Soldiers  Were  already  fo  dejefted 
and  fearful,  (as  he  faid,)  it  would  be  a Folly  to  depend  upon 
them  in  fo  difficult  anEnterprize ; and  therefore  he  would  imrae 
diately  conlider  of  returning  to  the  Ifland  of  Cuba,  as  had  been  pro- 
poked  ; confeifing  that  the  Knowledge  of  the  private  Soldiers 
Lein0  poffeffed  with  that  Notion*  did  not  make  fuch  an  Im- 
prelhon  upon  him,  as  it  did  to  find  it  fupported  by  the  Advice 
of  his  Friends.  With  thefe  and  other  like  Words  he  at  that 
Time  fruflrated  the  Intention  of  thofe  prejudiced  Mutineers, 
without  leaving  them  any  thing  to  defire,  till  the  Time  fhould 
come  to  undeceive  them } and  with  this  diflembled  Artifice,  (a 
Subtility  which  Prudence  fometimes  allows,)  he  made  believe 
he  gave  way,  that  he  might  return  with  the  greater  Force  to 
the  Execution  of  his  Defigns. 


CHAP.  VI. 


The  Return  to  Cuba  is  given  out.  The  Soldiers , 
prepar'd  by  Cortez,  exclaim  againfi  it.  The  Ca« 
zique  of  Zempoala  fues  for  his  Friendjhip ; and, 
in  fine,  they  make  a Settlement. 


O O N after  Diego  de  Ordazi  and  thofe  of  his  Party 
had  left  Hernan  Cortex  he  gave  Directions  for  pub- 
lifhing  the  Return  to  the  Ifland  of  Ci/tba,.  and  order- 

ec[  the  Captains  ihould  embark  with  their  refpective 

Companies  on  Board  the  Veffels  under  their  Command,  and  be 
ready  to  fail  the  next  Day  early  in  the  Morning  : But  no 
fooner  was  this  Refolution  pubhlhed  among  the  Soldiers,  than 
thofe  who  were  underhand  gained  to  the  Generals  Interelt 
began  to  ftir  in  the  Affair,  crying  out,  That  Hernan  Cortex  had 
deceived  them,  making  them  believe  they  were  going  to  ett  e 
in  that  Country ; that  they  would  not  leave  it,  or  return  to 
the  Ifland  of  Cuba  ; adding,  that  if  he  had  a Mind  to  retire,  he 
might  do  it  with  all  fuch  as  were  willing  to  follow  him,  or 
they  could  not  want  fome  Gentleman  that  would  take  upon 

him  to  command  them.  . 

This  Glamour  encreafed  fo  much,  and  was  fo  well  manage  , 

that  it  brought  over  many  of  thofe  that  had  been  forced  over,  or 
0 periwaded 
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perfwaded  into  the  contrary  Opinion ; and  Cortez? s Friends,  who 
had  ftirred  up  one  Part,  were  obliged  to  appeafe  the  other : 
They  commended  their  Refolution,  and  offered  to  fpeak  to 
Cortezi  to  fufpend  the  Execution  of  his  Order.  And  before  this 
Ardour  of  theirs  cooled,  they  went  to  him,  attended  by  many 
of  the  Soldiers,  in  whofe  Prefence  they  acquainted  him  loudly. 
That  the  Troops  were  upon  the  Point  to  Mutiny,  on  Account 
of  his  Order,  complaining  (or  pretending  to  complain)  that 
he  had  taken  fuch  a Refolution,  without  the  Advice  of  his 
Captains.  They  laid  it  before  him  as  a Di [honour,  unbecoming 
Spaniards , to  quit  their  Undertaking  on  the  frft  Rumours  of 
Difficulty,  and  to  turn  their  Backs  before  they  had  drawn  their 
Swords.  They  put  him  in  Mind  of  what  had  happened  to 
Juan  de  Grijalva ; that  all  the  Difpleafure  of  Diego  de  Velajquez^ 
was  occafioned  by  his  not  making  a Settlement  in  the  Land 
he  difcover’d,  and  maintaining  himfelf  there  ; for  which  Action 
he  was  treated  as  a pufillanimous  Perfon,  and  the;  Command  of 
the  Fleet  taken  from  him.  Laftly,  they  told  him  what  he 
himfelf  had  dictated,  to  which  he  hearkened  as  to  fomething 
new : And  buffering  himfelf  to  be  entreated  and  perfwaded,  he 
did  what  he  defired,  giving  them  to  underfland  that  he  was  con- 
vinced ; and  faid  he  had  been  mifinformed  ; that  fome  of  thofe 
who  were  principally  concerned  in  the  Succefs  of  the  Undertaking, 
(whom  he  did  not  name,  to  make  the  greater  Myffery  of  the 
Matter,)  had  affured  him  that  all  the  Men  cried  out  to  leave 
that  Country,  and  return  to  the  Ifland  of  Cuba ; and  that  as 
he  had  taken  that  Refolution  (contrary  to  his  own  Opinion)  to 
pleafe  his  Soldiers,  he  would  flay  with  much  more  Satisfac- 
tion, fince  he  found  them  better  difpofed  for  the  Service  of  the 
King,  and  to  difcharge  the  Duty  of  good  Spaniards;  but  that 
they  muff  know  he  would  not  have  Soldiers  againlf  their  Inclina- 
tions ; nor  was  War  an  Employment  for  thofe  that  were  for- 
ced to  it ; that  whofoever  thought  fit  to  return  to  the  Ifland  of 
Cuba,  might  freely  do  it,  and  that  he  would  immediately  give 
Orders  to  provide  Velfels  and  Provifions  for  the  Voyage  of  all 
fuch  as  were  not  willing  to  follow  his  Fortune.  This  Refolu- 
tion met  with  great  Applaufe  : Their  Acclamations  rung  with 
the  Name  of  Cortez The  Air  was  filled  with  Noife  and  Hats, 
after  the  Manner  Soldiers  are  wont  to  exprefs  their  Satisfaction  : 
Some  rejoiced  becaufe  they  were  of  that  Opinion,  and  others 
that  they  might  not  be  diftinguifhed  from  thofe  who  approved 
the  beff.  No  one  was  fo  bold  at  that  Time  as  to  contradict 
the  making  of  a Settlement ; nor  did  thofe  very  Men,  who  had 
been  the  Malecontents,  know  what  to  fay  for  themfelves ; but 
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Hernan  Cortex  admitted  of  fuch  Excufes  as  they  could  offer, 
without  enquiring  further  into  the  Affair,  laying  that  up  for  a 
better  Opportunity. 

It  happened  at  this  Time,  that  whilft  Bernal  Diag  del  Caflillo, 
with  another  Soldier,  were  Centinels  at  one  of  the  Avenues, 
they  fpy’d  five  Indians  coming  along  the  Way  next  the  Sea-fide, 
towards  the  Quarters,  and  thinking  them  too  fmall  a Number 
to  alarm  the  Army,  they  fuffer’d  them  to  draw  near.  They 
ffopp’d  at  a little  Diftance,  and  gave  to  underhand  by  Signs, 
that  they  came  in  a peaceable  Manner  with  a Meflage  to  their 
General.  Bernal  Dia ^ went  with  them,  leaving  his  Comrade  in 
the  fame  Polf  to  obferve  if  any  more  followed.  Hernan  Cortex 
received  them  very  civilly,  ordering  them  to  be  well  treat- 
ed before  he  heard  them,  and  obferved  they  feem’d  to  be  of 
another  Nation,  as  differing  from  the  Mexicans  in  their  Habit, 
though  like  them  they  had  Rings  in  their  Ears  and  Lips,  with 
Jewels  hanging  to  them  ; which,  tho’  they  were  of  Gold,  were  a 
Deformity,  inflead  of  an  Ornament. 

Their  Language  alfo  had  a different  Sound  ; till  Aguilar  and 
Donna  Marina  coming,  it  appear’d  that  they  fpoke  in  a different 
Idiom  ; and  it  was  good  Luck  that  one  of  them  underffood,  and 
with  fome  Difficulty  pronounced  the  Mexican  Language;  by 
which  Means,  and  not  without  fome  Trouble,  it  appeared, 
that  they  were  fent  by  the  Lord  of  Zempoala  (a  Province  at  a 
fmall  Diftance)  to  vilit  the  Captain  of  thofe  valiant  People; 
whofe  great  Actions  in  the  Province  of  Tabafco  had  reached  his 
Ears ; and  being  a warlike  Prince,  and  a Friend  to  brave  Men, 
he  defired  his  Friendffiip,  very  much  magnifying  the  Value 
their  Mafter  had  for  good  Soldiers,  as  one  who  doubted  leaft 
they  ffiould  attribute  that  to  his  Fear,  which  founded  better  as 
the  Effect  of  his  Inclination. 

Hernan  Cortez  very  courteoufly  accepted  of  the  good 
Correfpondence  and  Friendffiip  propofed  to  him  on  the  Part  of 
their  Cazique,  looking  on  it  as  a particular  Favour  of  Heaven, 
that  this  Embafly  ffiould  arrive  at  a Time  when  the  Mexicans 
had  left  him,  of  whom  he  was  now  grown  jealous  ; and  he 
put  the  more  Value  upon  it,  when  he  underftood  that  the  Pro- 
vince of  Zempoala  was  in  the  Road  to  that  Place,  winch  Francifco 
de  Montejo  difcovered  from  the  Coaft,  whither  he  was  then 
thinking  to  remove  his  Quarters.  He  afked  the  Indians  fome 
Queftions,  to  inform  himfelf  of  the  Inclination  and  Forces  of 
the  Cazique.  One  of  them  was,  how  it  came  to  pafs,  that 
they  (being  fa  near)  had  fo  long  delayed  coming  with  this  Pro- 
polal.  To  which  they  anfwered,  that  thofo  of  Zempoala  had 
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nothing  to  do  where  the  Mexicans  appeared,  whofe  Cruelties 
were  ill  brooked  by  thofe  of  their  Nation. 

This  Intelligence  was  not  difagreeable  to  Hernan  Cortex ; and 
diving  farther  into  it  with  fome  Curiofity,  he  underftood  that 
Mote^uma  was  a cruel  Prince,  abhorred  for  his  Pride  and  Tyran- 
ny ; that  many  of  his  People  were  fubjefl  out  of  Fear  ; and 
that  fome  Provinces  thereabouts  were  delirous  to  free  themfelves 
from  his  Yoke.  This  made  his  Power  appear  the  lefs  formida- 
ble ; and  feveral  Sorts  of  Stratagems  came  into  his  Head,  and 
Means  of  encrealing  his  Army,  which  gave  him  fome  fort  of 
confufed  Encouragement.  The  firft  that  occurr’d,  was  to  take 
Part  with  thofe  affli&ed  People  ; and  that  it  would  not  be  diffi- 
cult or  unreafonable  to  form  a Party  againft  a Tyrant  among 
his  own  Rebels.  So  he  reafoned  then ; and  it  fell  out  after- 
wards accordingly,  it  being  verified  (by  a freffi  Example)  in 
the  Ruin  of  that  fo  powerful  an  Empire,  that  the  greateft 
Strength  of  a King  confifts  in  the  Love  of  his  Subjefls.  He 
immediately  difmifs’d  thofe  Indians  with  fome  Gifts,  in  Token 
of  Friendffiip ; and  told  them  he  would  foon  go  and  pay  their 
Mafter  a Vilit,  in  order  to  eftabliffi  a Friendffiip,  and  ftand  by 
him,  in  cafe  he  ffiould  have  any  Occafion  for  his  Affiftance. 

His  Intent  was  to  pafs  through  that  Province,  and  take  a 
View  of  Quiabifan,  where  he  had  Thoughts  of  fixing  his  firft 
Settlement,  by  Reafon  of  the  good  Account  he  had  received  of 
its  Fertility.  But  it  behov’d  him  for  other  Ends,  which  were 
then  in  Agitation,  to  haften  the  forming  of  his  finall  Corpora- 
tion in  thofe  very  Quarters,  altho’  he  was  to  remove  the  Peo- 
ple to  a Place  more  commodious.  He  communicated  his  Refo- 
lution  with  thofe  Captains  that  were  his  Confidents  ; and  ha- 
ving, by  this  Means,  fmoothed  the  Way  for  what  he  had  to  pro- 
pofe,  he  affembled  the  Men,  in  order  to  name  the  Officers  of 
the  new  Government.  At  which  ffiort  Conference,  thofe  who 
were  acquainted  with  the  Mind  of  Cortex  prevailed ; and  Alonfo 
Hernandez  Portocarrero,  and  Francifco  de  Montejo , were  appointed 
Alcaldes;  Alonfo  Davila,  Pedro  and  Alonfo  de  Alvarado,  and  Gon- 
zjilo  de  Sandoval  were  Regidores : The  chief  Alguazil  and  Pro- 
curator-General were  Juan  de  Efcalante  and  Francifco  Alvarez 
Chico.  They  alfo  appointed  the  Clerk  of  the  Council,  with 
other  inferior  Officers ; and  having  taken  the  accuftomed  Oath, 
to  obferve  Reafon  and  Juftice,  according  to  their  Duty,  for 
the  greater  Service  of  God  and  the  King,  they  took  Poftefi 
lion,  and  began  to  exercife  their  Employments  with  the  accufto- 
med Solemnity,  calling  their  new  Settlement  by  the  Name  of 
Villa  Rica  de  la  Vera  Cru which  Title  it  preferved  in  the  fame 
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Place  where  it  was  fixed,  being  called  Villa  Rica,  in  Remem- 
brance of  the  Gold  they  had  feen  in  that  Country,  and  that  of 
La  Vera  Cru^,  in  Acknowledgement  of  their  landing  there  on 
the  Friday  of  the  Crofs , or  Good-Friday. 

Her  nan  Cortez  was  prefent  at  thefe  Functions,  as  one  of 
that  Corporation,  appearing  then  as  a private  Perfon  among 
the  reft  of  the  Inhabitants  : And  tho’  he  could  not  eafily  lay 
afide  that  Kind  of  Superiority  which  is  wont  to  confift  in  the 
Refpecft  which  others  pay,  he  endeavoured  to  fupport  the  Au- 
thority of  thefe  new  Minifters,  by  the  Refpeft  he  paid  them, 
thereby  to  induce  the  reft  the  better  to  obey  them.  Which 
fort  of  Modefty  was  founded  upon  Policy  ; for  the  Authority 
of  that  Council,  and  the  Submiffion  of  thofe  that  were  under 
them,  was  of  much  Confequence  to  him,  to  the  End  that  the 
Sword  of  Juftice,  and  the  Voice  of  the  People,  might  fupply 
the  Defe&  of  his  Military  Jurifdi&ion,  which  refided  in  him  by 
Delegation  from  Diego  Velafque and  was,  in  Truth,  revoked, 
and  then  flood  upon  too  weak  a Foundation  to  enter  upon  fo 
difficult  an  Enterprize  : A Defetft  which  gave  him  great  Trou- 
ble ; for  he  was  obliged  very  often  to  diffemble  with  thofe  that 
obeyed  him,  and  was  check’d  in  his  own  Refolution  of 
making  others  obey. 


CHAR  YII. 

Hernan  Cortex  (in  the  fir  ft  Council  which  was  held 
at  Vera  Cruz,)  renounces  theTitle  of  Captain-Gene* 
ral , which  he  held  from  Diego  V elafquez, ; and 
the  T own  and  People  elett  him  anew. 

H E next  Day  in  the  Morning  the  Council  met,  un- 
der Colour  of  confulting  about  fome  Points  relating 
to  the  Prefervation  and  Augmentation  of  their  new 
Settlement;  and  foon  after  Hernan  Cortex  defired  Ad- 
mittance to  propofe  an  Affair  of  the  fame  Sort.  The  Council 
rofe  up  to  receive  him  ; and  he  paying  his  Refpetfts  to  the  Ma- 
giftracy  of  the  Town,  went  and  took  his  Seat  immediately  next 
to  the  firft  Regidor,  and  fpoke  to  this  Effefh 
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Gentlemen,  “ Since,  by  the  Mercy  of  God,  we  have  in  this 
“ Council  the  Perfon  of  the  King  reprefented,  before  whom  we 
“ ought  to  difcover  our  Hearts,  and  fpeak  without  Artifice, 
“ which  is  the  Vaffalage,  wherein  Men  of  Worth  pay  him  the 
“ greateft  Acknowledgement  ; I come  into  your  Prefence,  as  if 
“ I appeared  before  his,  without  any  other  Defign  than  that 
“ of  his  Service,  in  which  fort  of  Zeal  you  will  allow  me  the 
“ Ambition  of  not  being  your  inferior.  You  are  conlidering 
“ of  the  Means  of  eftablilhing  this  new  Corporation,  happy  al- 
“ ready  in  depending  upon  your  Direction.  It  will  not  be  fo- 
“ reign  to  the  Purpofe  to  inform  you  of  my  Thoughts  and  Re- 
“ folutions,  that  you  may  not  ail  upon  any  ill-founded  Sup- 
££  politions,  which  may  oblige  you  to  reafon  afrelh,  and  take 
££  new  Meafures.  This  Town,  which  to  Day  begins  to  rife  un- 
“ der  the  Protection  of  your  Government,  is  founded  in  a 
££  Country  unknown,  and  full  of  People,  where  we  have  al- 
“ ready  feen  fome  Signs  of  Refiflance,  fufficientto  make  us  believe 
££  that  we  are  engaged  in  a difficult  Enterprize,  where  we  ffiall 
££  ftand  in  equal  Need  of  Heads  and  Hands,  and  where  vefy 
“ often  Force  muff  profecute  what  Prudence  has  began.  This 
“ is  not  a Time  to  depend  on  politick  Maxims,  or  unarmed 
“ Counfels.  Your  firft  Care  mull  be  to  preferve  this  Army, 
“ which  ferves  you  as  a Rampart;  and  ’tis  my  firif  Duty  to  in- 
“ form  you,  that  it  is  not  at  this  Time  in  fuch  a Condition  as 
“ is  requifite  to  entrulf  it  with  our  Security,  and  our  Hopes. 
“ You  very  well  know,  that  I command  this  Army,  without 
“ any  other  Commiffion  than  by  the  Appointment  of  Diego 
u Felafquezi ; which  was  recall’d  loon  after  it  had  been  given 
“ me.  I lay  afide  the  Injury  he  did  me  by  his  Miftruft,  as  be- 
“ ing  another  Affair:  But  I cannot  deny,  but  that  the  Military 
“ Power,  which  we  fo  much  ftand  in  need  of,  is  lodged  at  pre- 
“ fent  in  me,  contrary  to  the  Inclination  of  him  who  gave  it, 
“ and  is  founded  on  a Title  of  Force,  which  cannot  conceal  the 
“ Weaknefs  of  its  Original.  The  Soldiers  are  not  ignorant  of 
“ this  DefeCt;  nor  am  I fo  mean  fpirited,  as  to  delire  to 
££  command  them  with  fuch  Authority  as  may  be  queftioned  : 
££  Nor  is  the  Enterprize  we  have  in  hand  of  fuch  a Nature,  as 
£'  to  enter  upon  it  with  an  Army  that  rather  obeys  out  of  mere 
“ Cuftom,  than  for  that  it  is  under  a reafonable  Obligation  of 
£c  Obedience.  It  belongs  to  you,  Gentlemen,  to  apply  the  Re- 
££  medy  to  this  Inconveniency ; and  the  Council  which  at  pre- 
£C  fent  reprefents  our  King,  may,  in  his  Royal  Name,  provide 
££  for  the  Government  of  his  Troops,  by  chufmg  a Perfon  free 
“ from  fuch  Exceptions.  There  are  feveral  Perfons  in  this  Army 
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“ capable  of  that  Employment  ; and  it  will  be  much  better 
“ bellow’d  on  any  one  that  may  have  another  Sort  of  Au- 
“ thority,  or  that  may  receive  it  at  your  Hands.  I,  from  this 
“ Moment,  quit  all  Right  which  could  accrue  to  me  by  PofleE 
“ Eon,  and  deliver  back  into  your  Hands  the  Title  by  which  I 
“ have  held  it,  that  you  may  confider  with  all  imaginable 
“ Freedom  upon  your  Eledion  : And  I can  allure  you  that  all 
“ my  Ambition  folely  tends  to  promote  the  good  Succefs  of 
“ our  Undertaking  ; and  that  I can,  without  offering  the  leaft 
“ Violence  to  my  felf,  take  up  a Pike  with  that  Hand  which 
“ lays  down  the  Staff'  of  a General ; for  if  in  War  Men  learn 
“ to  command  by  obeying,  there  are  alfo  Cafes,  in  which  ha- 
“ ving  commanded,  teaches  them  how  to  obey.” 

This  faid,  he  threw  upon  the  Table  the  Commiflion  given 
him  by  Diego  Felafque kifs’d  the  Truncheon,  and  delivering 
it  into  the  Hands  of  the  Alcaldes,  retired  to  his  Barrack.  It  is 
likely  he  was  under  no  Uneafinefs  about  the  Event  ; for  he 
had  fo  difpofed  Matters,  that  he  adventured  but  little  in  the 
Refolution.  But  it  muff:  be  confefs’d,  that  the  Remark  was 
much  like  a Gentleman,  and  no  lefs  commendable  the  Art  he 
ufed  to  fupply  the  Defed  in  his  Authority.  The  Council 
foon  refolv’d  upon  the  Eledion  ; for  fome,  it  is  likely,  had 
conEdered  what  they  were  to  propofe,  and  others  had  nothing 
to  reply.  They  all  voted  to  admit  the  Refignation  of  Cortex  ■, 
but  that  he  ought  to  be  obliged  to  take  upon  him  the  Com- 
mand of  the  Army  again  ; the  Town  giving  him  his  Com- 
milEon  in  the  Name  of  the  King,  during  the  Time,  and  in 
the  Interim,  until  His  Majefty  fhould  otherwife  order.  And 
they  refolved  to  communicate  the  new  Eledion  to  the  People, 
either  to  fee  how  they  would  receive  it,  or  that  indeed  they 
were  fatisfied  of  their  Approbation. 

The  People  were  called  together  by  the  Voice  of  a 
Cryer ; and  the  Renunciation  of  Cortez^  published,  with  the  Re- 
folution of  the  Council  : And  they  received  fuch  Applaufe  as 
was  either  hoped  or  concerted.  Great  were  the  Acclamations 
and  Rejoicings  of  the  People.  Some  congratulated  the  Council 
on  their  good  Eledion  : Others  demanded  Cortex,  as  if  he  had 
been  denied  them  : And  if  any  were  of  a contrary  Opinion,  they 
either  diffembled  their  Content  by  Acclamations,  or  took  care 
not  to  be  remarkable  by  their  Silence.  This  Work  being  over, 
the  Alcaldes  and  Regidores  went  with  the  greateft  Part  of  thofe 
Soldiers  (who  now  reprefented  the  Town’s  People)  to  the  Quar- 
ters of  Hernan  Cortex,  and  acquainted  him,  That  the  Town  of 
Villa,  Rica  de  la  Vera  Crug_  had,  in  the  Name  of  the  King  Don 
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Carlos , with  the  Confent  and  Approbation  of  the  Inhabitants, 
in  full  Council,  chofen  and  appointed  him  General  of  the  Ar- 
my of  New  Spain and  in  cafe  it  were  neceflary,  did  require  and 
command  him  to  take  upon  him  that  Poft,  it  being  convenient  for 
the  publick  Good  of  the  Town,  and  his  Majeffy’s  greater  Service. 

Hernan  Cortez  accepted  the  new  Command  (for  fo  he 
called  it,  to  diftinguifti  it  even  by  Name  from  that  which  he 
had  renounced)  with  great  Civility  and  Refpeft ; and  now  began 
to  govern  the  Troops  with  another  kind  of  Authority  and  inward 
Security,  which  had  its  Effect  in  the  Obedience  of  the  Soldiers. 

The  Dependents  upon  Diego  Velafqueg  refented  this  Altera- 
tion in  a very  indifcreet  Manner ; for  they  could  not  difguife 
their  Vexation,  nor  would  they  give  way  to  the  Current  which 
they  were  not  able  to  Hem,  They  endeavoured  to  invalidate  the 
Authority  of  the  Council,  and  call:  Reflections  on  Corteg , blaming 
his  Ambition,  and  talking  with  Contempt  of  thofe  that  were 
deceived,  and  did  not  know  it.  And  as  Scandal  has  its  hidden 
Poifon,  and  an  unknown  Power  over  the  Inclination  of  the 
Ears,  it  fpread  in  their  Converfations,  where  there  wanted  not 
fome  who  hearken’d  to,  and  endeavoured  to  foment  it. 

Herman  Cortez  did  all  that  lay  in  his  Power  to  remedy 
this  Inconvenience  in  the  Beginning,  apprehending  it  might  oc- 
calion  fome  Commotion  among  People  who  were  ealily  ftirred 
up.  He  had  already  found  by  Experience  how  little  his  Patience 
avail’d,  and  that  gentle  Means  produc’d  contrary  EffeCls,  ren- 
dring  the  Evil  worfe;  and  therefore  refolv’d  to  make  ufe  of  Se- 
verity, which  generally  has  the  bell:  EffeCl  upon  the  indolent. 
He  ordered  Diego  de  Or  dag,  Pedro  Efcudero,  and  Juan  Vela] - 
qu,eg  de  Leon,  to  be  feized,  publickly  carried  on  Board  the  Fleet, 
and  put  in  Irons.  This  Action  ftruck  a great  Terror  into  the 
Troops ; and  it  was  his  Delign  to  improve  it,  declaring  in  a very 
politive  and  refolute  Manner,  that  he  feized  them  as  feditious 
Perfons,  and  Pifturbers  of  the  publick  Peace  ; and  that  he 
would  proceed  againft  them,  and  make  them  pay  for  their  Ob- 
itinacy  with  the  Lofs  of  their  Heads..  In  which  Severity,  whe- 
ther real  or  affeCled,  he  continu’d  fome  Days,,  without  proceed- 
ing to  the  Rigor  of  Juftice:  For  he  rather  delked  to  reform, 
than  to  punilh  them.  At  firft  he  buffer’d  none  to  go,  near 
them  ; but  afterwards  he,  by.  way  of  Toleration,  permitted  it, 
artfully  making  ufe  of  this  Permiflion,  to  make  way  for  fome 
of  his.  Confidents  to  endeavour  to  reduce,  and  bring  them  to 
Reafon  ; which  in  Time  they  compafled,  he  buffering  himfelf  to  be 
pacified  with  fuch  a Shew  of  Authority,  that  he  made  them  his 
Friends;  and  they  flood  by  him  in  all  the  Accidents  which 
afterwards  befel  him.  CHAP. 
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CHAP.  VIII. 


The  Spaniards  march  ; and  the  Fleet  fails  for 
Quiabiflan.  They  enter  Zempoala  in  their 
W ay ; where  theCazique  makes  them  welcome ; and 
they  receive  frejh  Accounts  of  the  Tyrannies  of 
Motezuma. 

S foon  as  the  aforefaid  Perfbns  were  impl'ifoh’d,  Pe- 
dro de  Alvarado  was  ordered  out  with  a hundred 
Men,  to  view  the  Country,  and  bring  in  dome  Pro- 
viiionsj  for  now  they  began  to  be  lenfible  of  the 
Want  of  thofe  Indians  who  ufed  to  provide  the  Army.  They 
were  ordered  to  commit  no  Hoftility,  nor  make  ufe  of  their 
Arms  but  in  cafe  of  Neceffity,  if  they  fhould  be  obliged  to 
defend  themfelves,  or  much  provoked;  and  he  had  the  good 
Luck  to  perform  it  in  that  Manner,  with  little  Trouble.  At  a 
fmall  DiAance  he  came  into  fome  Habitations,  or  Farms,  the  In- 
habitants whereof  left  all  they  had  to  him,  and  fled  into  the 
Woods.  They  found  the  Houfes  deferted,  but  well  provided 
with  Hens,  Indian  Corn,  and  other  Provilions  ; and  without 
doing  any  Damage,  either  to  the  Houfes  or  their  Furniture, 
the  Soldiers  took  what  they  had  Occafion  for,  as  acquired  by 
the  Right  of  Neceffity,  and  returned  to  their  Quarters,  loaded 
and  well  pleafed. 

Hernan  Cortez  immediately  difpofed  his  March,  as  he  had 
refolved,  and  the  Ships  fet  fail  for  the  Bay  of  Qiiiabiflan-,  and 
he  followed  by  Land,  taking  the  Road  of  Zempoala , keeping  the 
Coaft  on  his  Right  Hand,  and  fending  out  a Party  before  to 
difeover  the  Country,  providing  very  conliderately  againfl  all 
Accidents  which  might  happen  in  a Country,  where  Security 
might  be  blamed  as  a Negleft. 

In  few  Hours  they  reached  the  River  of  Zempoala , (near 
which  they  afterwards  founded  the  City  of  Vera  Cru and  by 
reafon  it  run  deep,  they  were  obliged  to  get  fome  Canoes, 
and  other  Velfels  of  Fiffiermen,  which  they  found  upon  the 
Shore,  in  which  the  Soldiers  palled  over,  making  their  Horfes 
fvvim. 
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Having  overcome  this  Difficulty,  they  arrived  at  fome 
Houfes  in  the  Diftricft  of  Zempoala , (as  they  afterwards  found ;) 
and  they  took  it  for  no  good  Sign  to  find  them,  not  only  for- 
faken  by  the  Indians , but  alfo  without  either  Furniture  or  Pro- 
vifions,  betokening  a premeditated  and  concerted  Flight;  only 
they  left  in  their  Temples  feveral  Idols,  with  various  Inftruments, 
or  Knives  made  of  Flint,  and  fome  miferable  Remains  of  human 
Victims,  fcattered  upon  the  Ground,  which  at  the  fame  Time 
mov’d  Compallion  and  Horror. 

Here  they  firft  faw  (and  not  without  Admiration)  the 
Mexican  Books,  of  which  we  have  already  made  mention. 
There  were  three  or  four  of  them  in  the  Temples,  which,  ’twas 
thought,  contained  the  Rites  of  their  Religion,  made  of  a long 
Skin,  or  varnilhed  Cloth,  which  they  folded  in  equal  Doub- 
lings, fo  that  every  Fold  made  a Leaf,  and,  altogether,  made 
up  the  Volume,  like  ours  to  the  outward  Appearance;  and  for 
the  Letters,  they  were  written  or  painted  with  that  kind  of  Ima- 
gery or  Cyphers  ufed  by  the  Painters  of  Teutile. 

The  Army  was  prefen  tly  quartered  in  the  beft  Houfes,  and 
paffed  the  Night  fomewhat  incommodioufly,  their  Arms  in 
Readinefs,  with  Centinels  at  a convenient  Diftance,  by  whofe 
Watching,  the  reft  might  take  fome  reft. 

The  next  Day  they  continu’d  their  March  in  the  fame  Or- 
der, along  the  moft  beaten  Road,  which  turned  off  to  the 
Weftward,  leading  further  from  the  Shore ; and  during  the 
whole  Morning  they  faw  no  Perfon,  of  whom  to  gain  Intelli- 
gence, nor  ought  but  a fufpicious  Solitude,  whofe  very  Silence 
made  a Noife  in  their  Imagination,  and  gave  them  Uneafinefs ; 
till  entring  into  fome  very  delightful  Meadows,  they  difcovered 
twelve  Indians , who  were  coming  in  fearch  of  Hernan  Com 
with  a Prefent  of  Hens,  and  Bread  made  of  Indian  Corn,  fent 
him  by  the  Cazique  of  Zempoala,  very  earneftly  entreating  him 
not  to  fail  of  coming  to  his  Town,  where  he  had  provided 
Quarters  for  his  Men,  and  where  he  fhould  be  more  plentifully 
entertained. 

By  thefe  Indians  he  underftood  that  the  Cazique’s  Refidence 
was  at  a Town  one  Sun’s  Diftance  from  that  Place,  which,  in 
their  Language,  fignified  the  fame  as  one  Day’s  March  ; for 
they  underftood  not  the  Divifion  of  Leagues,  but  meafured 
Diftance  by  Suns,  counting  the  Time,  and  not  the  Paces. 

Cortez  difmifs’d  fix  of  the  Indians  with  many  Thanks  for 
the  Prefent  and  Offers,  keeping  the  other  fix  to  fhew  him  the 
Way,  and  a fit  them  fome  Queftions;  for  he  wras  not  entirely 
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fatisfied  of  the  Sincerity  of  this  kind  Treatment,  which  being 
fo  much  unlooked  for,  ieemed  the  lefs  to  be  depended  on. 

That  Night  they  halted  in  a fmall  Village  thin  of  Inhabi- 
tants,  who  feemed  very  defirous  to  entertain  the  Spaniards  well : 
And  by  the  Behaviour  of  thefe  People,  the  Spaniards  judged  that 
their  Nation  was  inclined  to  Peace ; nor  were  they  deceived  in 
their  Opinions,  tho’  People  are  eafily  inclined  to  flatter  them- 
felves.  In  the  Morning  the  Army  moved  towards  Zempoala , 
following  the  Guides  with  all  neceflary  Caution  ; and  at  the 
Declining  of  the  Day  (being  now  near  the  Town)  there  came 
twenty  Indians  forth  to  receive  Carter  well  drefled  after  their 
Falhion ; who,  after  having  pay’d  their  Refpedds,  laid,  Their 
Cazique  did  not  come  out  with  them,  by  reafon  of  fome  Im- 
pediment, and  had  therefore  fent  them  to  pay  that  Relpeft  on 
his  Part,  being  very  defirous  to  be  acquainted  with  fuch  va- 
liant Guefts,  and  to  receive  into  his  Friendihip  thofe  whom 
he  already  held  in  his  Efteem. 

The  Town  was  large,  and  of  a beautiful  Proipeci,  iituated 
between  two  Rivers,  which  fertilized  the  Country,  defending 
from  fome  Mountains  at  a fmall  Diftance,  which  were  covered 
with  Trees,  and  of  an  eafy  Afcent.  The  Buildings  were  of 
Stone,  covered  or  adorn’d  with  a fort  of  Lime,  very  white  and 
Alining,  and  made  a pleafing  and  noble  View  at  a Diftance,  in- 
l'omuch,  that  one  of  the  Scouts,  who  was  fent  before,  re- 
turn’d in  hafte,  crying  aloud,  That  the  Walls  were  of  Silver  j 
which  Miftake  made  much  Sport  in  the  Army,  and,  perhaps, 
fome  did  then  believe  it,  who  afterwards  made  a Jeft  of  his 

Credulity.  ...  • , , 

The  Squares  and  Streets  were  filled  with  an  innumerable 

Companv  of  People,  who  came  to  fee  the  Entry,  without  any 
Arms  that  could  give  them  the  leaft  Sufpicion,  or  any  other 
Noife  than  that  which  ufually  proceeds  from  a Multitude. 
The  Cazique  came  out  to  the  Gate  of  his  Palace  ; and  his  Im- 
pediment was  a monftrous  Fatnefs,  which  opprefled  and  dif- 
figured  him.  He  drew  near  with  fome  Difficulty,  fupported 
by  the  Arms  of  fome  noble  Indians^  to  whom  he  feemed  to  owe 
all  his  Motion.  His  Habit  was  a Mantle  of  fine  Cotton  flung 
over  his  naked  Body,  enriched  with  various  Jewels  and  Pen- 
dants, which  alfo  he  wore  in  his  Ears  and  Lips:  A Prince  of 
a very  extraordinary  Make,  in  whom  Weight  and  Gravity 
agreed  notably  well.  It  was  neceflary  for  Cortex  to  put  a Stop 
to  the  laughing  of  the  Soldiers  ; and  as  he  had  Occalion  to  put 
a Reftraint  upon  himfelf,  he  gave  the  Order  with  a forced  Se- 
verity. But  as'  foon  as  the  Cazique  began  his  Difcourfe,  re- 
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ceiving  Cortex  with  his  Arms,  and  welcoming  the  reft  of  the 
Captains,  he  fhewed  his  good  Senfe,  and  by  the  Ears  gained 
the  Refpeft  of  the  Eyes.  He  fpoke  to  the  Purpofe,  and  fhort- 
ned  his  Compliments  with  Refpetft  and  Difcretion,  bidding  Cor- 
tex retire  to  Reft  after  his  Journey,  and  quarter  his  Men ; after 
which  he  would  vifit  him  in  his  Quarters,  and  talk  more  at  Lei- 
fure  about  tlieir  common  Interefts. 

He  had  provided  Quarters  in  fquare  Courts,  which  had  ma- 
ny great  Chambers,  where  they  were  all  accommodated  with 
fufficient  Room,  and  plentifully  furnifh’d  with  all  they  had 
Occahon  for.  After  which  the  Cazique  made  way  for  his  Vifit, 
by  fending  a Prefent  of  Jewels  of  Gold,  and  other  Curioiities, 
to  the  Value  of  about  two  thoufand  Pelo’s,  and  foon  after 
came  himfelf,  with  a fplendid  Attendance,  in  a Chair  carried  on 
the  Shoulders  of  the  Chief  of  his  Family  ; and  at  that  Time,  it 
is  likely,  the  ftrongeft,  had  that  Honour.  Cortex  went  forth  to 
receive  him,  attended  by  his  Captains ; and  giving-  him  the 
Precedence,  and  the  Right  Hand,  retired  with  him  and  his  In- 
terpreters ; for  he  thought  it  convenient  to  talk  to  him  without 
Witneffes.  After  having  made  him  the  ufual  Speech,  about 
the  Intent  of  his  Coming,  the  Grandeur  of  his  King,  and  the 
Errors  of  Idolatry,  he  proceeded  to  tell  him,  That  one  of  the 
Defigns  of  thofe  valiant  Troops  was  to  redrefs  Wrongs,  punifh 
Violence,  and  to  take  Part  with  Juftice  and  Reafon ; having 
touch’d  upon  that  Point  on  purpofe  to  draw  him  in,  by  Degrees, 
to  complain  of  Motezyma,  and  to  difeover  (according  to  the  In- 
formation he  had  received)  what  Advantages  might  be  expected 
from  that  Mifunderftanding.  It  prefently  appear’d,  by  the 
Change  of  his  Countenance,  that  lie  had  touched  the  Sore  ; 
and  before  he  refolved  on  an  Anfwer,  he  began  to  figh,  as  one 
concerned  at  the  Difficulty  of  complaining  ; but  he  overcame 
his  Palfion,  and  breaking  out  into  Lamentations  of  his  Unhap- 
pinefs,  told  him,  That  all  the  Caziques  of  the  neighbouring 
Countries  were  under  a miferable  and  fhameful  Slavery,  groan- 
ing under  the  Oppreffions  and  Tyrannies  of  Mote^uma,  without 
fufficient  Force  to  free  themfelves,  or  Courage  to  think  on  a 
Remedy  ; that  he  caufed  himfelf  to  be  ferved  and  adored  by 
his  Subjects  like  one  of  his  Gods ; and  would  have  his  Violences 
and  Injuries  reverenced  like  the  Decrees  of  Heaven  : But  that  it 
was  not  his  Defign  to  engage  him  in  adventuring  to  fupport 
them,  becaufe  Motezyima  was  too  powerful  and  ftrong  for  him 
to  refolve  (on  fo  fmall  Obligation)  to  declare  himfelf  his  Ene- 
my ; nor  would  it  be  civil  in  him  to  ask  his  Friendfhip,  and 
fell  fo  fmall  a Service  at  fo  great  a Price. 
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Hern  an  Cortez  endeavoured  to  comfort  him,  letting  him 
know  that  he  lhould  little  regard  Mote^umas  Power,  having  Hea- 
ven on  his  lide,  and  a natural  Predominancy  over  Tyrants  ; but 
that  he  was  obliged  to  pafs  on  to  Quiabijlan,  where  the  Op- 
prefled  and  Needy  lhould  find  him,  and  all  who,  having  Rea^ 
fon  on  their  fide,  flood  in  need  of  his  Arms;  which  he  might 
communicate  to  his  Friends  and  Confederates  ; alluring  them 
all  that  Mote^uma  lhould  ceafe  to  opprefs  them,  or  lhould  not 
be  able  to  compafs  his  End,  while  he  undertook  their  Defence. 
With  this  they  both  took  Leave,  and  Her  nan  Cortez,  prepared 
for  his  March,  having  gained  the  good  Will  of  that  Cazique, 
extremely  well  pleafed  within  himfelf  at  the.  happy  Pro fp eft 
of  his  Deligns,  which  from  thofe  far  diftant  Views  in  his  Ima- 
gination, began  now  to  appear  poflible. 


CHAP.  IX. 


The  Spaniards  purfue  their  March  from  'Zempoala 
to  Quiabiilan.  An  Account  of  what  paffed  at 
their  Entrance  into  that  T own  \ whet  e they  jind 
frefh  Relations  of  the  Uneafmefs  of  thofe  Provinces ; 
and  they  take  fix  0/ Motezuma’r  Officers. 

1 

HEN  the  Army  was  ready  to  march,  they  found 
four  hundred  Indians  of  Burden  provided  to  carry 
their  Cloak-Bags  and  Provilions,  and  to  help  to  con- 
duff  the  Artillery ; which  was  a very  great  Eafe  to 
the  Soldiers,  and  look’d  upon  as  an  extraordinary  Refpeft  of  the 
Cazique,  till  they  underftood  from  Donna  Manna,  that  among 
thofe  Lords  of  Valfals  it  was  a common  Praftice  to  aihlt  the 
Armies  of  their  Allies  with  that  fort  of  human  Baggage-Car 
riers,  which  in  their  Language  they  called  Tamenes,  and  were 
wont  to  travel  five  or  fix  Leagues  with  two  or  three  Arrobas,  that 
is,  half  or  three  Quarters  of  an  hundred  Weight.  The  Country 
they  were  entring  upon,  was  pleafant  and  delightful.  Part  of  it  co 
vered  with  great  Trees,  and  the  reft  cultivated  with  Grain ; at 
which  Sight  the  Spaniards  went  on  chearful  and  diverted,  re- 
joicing at  their  good  Fortune  in  marching  over  fo  plentiful 

a Country.  At  the  Setting  of  the  Sun,  they  found  themfelves 

near 
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near  a little  Village,  unpeopled,  where  they  ftaid  to  avoid  the 
Inconveniency  of  entring  Qiriabiflan  by  Night,  at  which  they 
arrived  the  next  Day  by  Ten  in  the  Morning. 

The  Buildings  appeared  at  a large  Diftance  on  an  Eminence 
of  Rocks,  which  ieemed  to  ferve  inlfead  of  a Wall ; a Situation 
naturally  flrong,  the  Avenues  narrow,  and  fleep,  which  they 
found  without  Rehftance,  yet  they  entered  with  Difficulty. 

The  Cazique  had  retired  with  the  Inhabitants,  to  difcover 
at  a Diflance  the  Intentions  of  our  People ; and  the  Troops 
took  poffeffion  of  the  Town,  without  finding  any  Perfon  from 
whom  they  could  get  the  leaft  Information,  till  coming  to  a 
Square,  where  the  Indians  had  their  Temples,  there  came  out 
fourteen  or  fifteen  Indians  to  meet  them,  handfomely  dreffed 
after  their  Manner,  with  Abundance  of  Cringes  and  Perfumes,, 
continuing  their  Civilities  for  fome  Time,  with  an  aflefted  Se- 
curity and  Civility,  endeavouring  to  cover  their  Fear  with  Re- 
fpeft,  and  Motions  of  the  Mind,  which  are  pretty  much  alike  in 
Appearance,  and  hard  to  be  diftinguilhed.  Neman  Cortex  en- 
couraged them  by  his  Careffes,  and  gave  them  fome  Beads  of 
blue  and  green  Glafs;  a fort  of  Coin,  which,  for  the  Effects 
it  had,  began  to  be  valued  even  among  thofe  who  knew  it.  With 
which  good  Treatment  they  recovered  from  the  Fright  which  they 
diffembled,  and  gave  him  to  underhand,  that  their  Cazique  had 
withdrawn  himlelf  to  avoid  beginning  a War,  by  putting  himfelf 
on  his  Defence,  or  adventuring  his  Perfon,  by  trufting  to  armed 
Troops  which  he  did  not  know ; and  by  that  Example  it  was 
impollible  to  hinder  the  Flight  of  the  Inhabitants,  who  were 
under  lefs  Obligations  to  run  themfelves  into  Danger ; an  Ac- 
tion to  which  they  had  offered  themfelves,  as  being  People  of 
better  Fafhion  and  greater  Boldnefs : But  that  as  foon  as  they 
fhould  be  fenfible  of  the  Goodnefs  of  fuch  honourable  Gueffs, 
they  would  immediately  return  to  their  Houfes,  and  account 
it  a very  great  Happinefs  to  ferve  and  obey  them.  Hernan 
Cortex  gave  them  frelh  Alfurances ; and  whillt  they  were  gone 
with  this  News,  he  gave  ftrifl  Orders  to  the  Soldiers  to  treat 
the  Indians  well ; who  fhewed  the  Confidence  they  had  in  the 
Spaniards  fo  quickly,  that  that  very  Night  fome  Families  re- 
turned, and  in  a little  Time  the  Town  was  filled  with  its  Inha- 
bitants. 

Some  Time  after  the  Cazique  returned,  bringing  with  him 
the  Cazique  of  Zempoala  to  befriend  him.  They  both  came  in 
Litters  on  the  Shoulders  of  Men.  He  of  Zempoala  made  a hand- 
fome  Excufes  for  his  Neighbour;  and  after  fome  lhort  Difcourfe 
they  themfelves  introduced  their  Complaints  of  Mote^ima, 
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recounting  with  great  Warmth,  and  fometimes  with  Tears,  his 
Tyrannies  and  Cruelties,  the  Mifery  of  their  People,  and  De- 
fpair  of  their  Nobles ; to  which  the  Cazique  of  Zempoala  added 
as  the  utmoft  Aggravation;  “ ThisMonfter  is  fo  proud  and  fierce, 
“ that  befides  his  empoverilhing  us  by  his  Tributes,  and  railing 
“ his  Wealth  out  of  our  Calamities,  he  likewife  invades  the 
“ Houfes  of  his  Subjects,  taking  forcibly  from  us  both  our 
“ Wives  and  Daughters,  ftaining  with  their  Blood  the  Altars  of 
“ his  Gods,  afcer  having  facrificed  them  firil  to  other  Ufes  more 
“ cruel,  and  lefs  honell.” 

Hern  an  Cortez  endeavoured  to  comfort  and  difpofe  them 
for  entring  into  a Confederacy  with  him;  but  at  the  Time  that 
he  was  enquiring  into  their  Strength,  and  the  Number  of  Peo- 
ple that  would  take  Arms  in  Defence  of  their  Liberty,  two  or 
three  Indians  came  in,  who  feemed  in  a very  great  Fright ; and 
whifpering  them  in  the  Ears,  put  them  into  fuch  Confufion, 
that  they  rofe  up,  lofing  both  Courage  and  Colour,  and  went 
haftily  away,  without  fo  much  as  taking  Leave,  or  making  an  end 
of  their  Difcourfe.  The  Caufe  of  their  Diforder  was  prefently 
known,  for  fix  Officers,  or  Royal  Commilfaries,  fuch  as  went 
about  the  Kingdom  to  gather  Mote^uma’ s Tributes  pafs’d  before 
the  Spaniards  Quarters.  They  were  adorned  with  Abundance 
of  Feathers,  and  Pendants  of  Gold  on  fine  clean  Cotton  Cloths, 
with  a fufficient  Number  of  Servants  and  inferior  Officers,  who 
moving  great  Fans,  made  of  Feathers,  fann’d  their  Mailers  to 
cool  them,  or  officioufly  ffiaded  them  from  the  Sun,  as  Occafion 
requir’d.  Cortex  went  out  to  the  Gate  with  his  Captains  to  fee 
them  ; and  they  pafs’d  on,  without  paying  him  any  Refpeft, 
with  a Countenance  that  fhewed  Indignation  and  Contempt ; 
which  Pride  difpleafed  fome  of  the  Soldiers  fo  much,  that  they 
would  have  chaftifed  them,  had  they  not  been  withheld  by 
Cortex,  who  relied  fatisfied  at  that  Time  with  fending  Donna 
Marina , with  a fufficient  Guard,  to  inform  herfelf  of  what  they 
were  doing. 

By  this  Means  they  came  to  underftand,  that  after  having 
feated  themfelves  in  the  Town-Houfe,  they  fummoned  the 
Caziques  to  appear  before  them,  and  reprimanded  them  pub- 
lickly,  and  very  fharply  for  their  Boldnefs  in  admitting  Strangers 
into  their  Town,  who  were  Enemies  to  their  King;  and  there- 
fore, befides  the  ordinary  Service,  to  which  they  were  obliged, 
they  demand  twenty  Indians  to  facrifice  to  their  Gods,  as  a Satifi 
faftion  and  Attonement  for  fuch  a Crime. 

Hernan  Cortez  fent  for  the  two  Caziques  by  fome  Sol- 
diers, who  had  Orders,  without  any  Noife,  to  bring  them  to 
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his  Prefence ; when  letting  them  know  that  he  faw  into  their 
moft  hidden  Deligns,  the  better  to  authorize  his  Propofal  by 
this  Myflery,  told  them,  That  he  was  well  acquainted  with  the 
Violence  of  thofe  Commiffaries,  who,  without  any  other  Grime 
than  their  having  admitted  his  Troops,  endeavoured  to  impofe 
on  them  new  Tributes  of  human  Blood ; that  it  was  no  Time 
then  for  fuch  Abominations,  nor  would  he  fuffer  them  to 
obey  fuch  horrid  Commands  in  his  Prefence  ; but,  on  the  con- 
trary, he  ordered  them,  without  fail,  to  call  their  People  about 
them,  and  feize  them,  and  leave  him  to  maintain  what  they  had 
done  by  his  Advice. 

The  Caziques  were  at  a hand,  refilling  to  execute  fuch  a 
bold  Command,  as  being  grown  mean  fpirited  by  conftant  Ufe 
of  enduring  the  Smarts,  and  even  honouring  the  Rod : But 
Hernan  Cortex  repeated  his  Order  with  fo  much  Refolution, 
that  they  immediately  went  to  execute  it;  and  with  great  Ap- 
plaufe  of  the  Indians  they  feized  the  Minilters  of  Motezyma, 
whom  they  put  in  a kind  of  Pillories,  ufed  in  their  Prifons,  and 
very  incommodious ; for  they  held  the  Delinquents  by  the 
Neck,  obliging  them  continually  to  do  their  utmoft  with  their 
Shoulders  to  eafe  the  Weight,  for  the  Freedom  of  breathing. 
It  was  very  pleafant  to  fee  how  proud  and  elevated  the  Ca- 
ziques returned  to  give  an  Account  of  their  noble  Aflion ; for 
they  thought  to  execute  them  the  fame  Day,  and  make  them 
fuffer  the  Punilhments  affigned  by  their  Laws  to  Traytors ; and 
feeing  that  would  not  be  permitted,  they  defired  at  leaft  to  fa- 
crifice  them  co  their  Gods,  as  if  it  were  a kind  of  Grace. 

The  Prifoners  being  fecured  with  a fufficient  Number  of 
Spanifi  Soldiers,  Hernan  Corte z retired  to  his  Quarters,  and  be- 
gan to  confider  with  himfelf  what  was  to  be  done  in  order  to 
difentangle  himfelf  from  the  Difficulty  he  was  in,  of  protefling 
and  defending  the  Caziques  from  the  Danger  that  threat- 
ned  them  for  having  obeyed  him;  but  he  was  not  willing  quite 
to  provoke  Mote^uma,  but  ftill  to  keep  him  in  Sufpence. 

He  did  not  altogether  like  taking  up  Arms  in  Defence  of 
Subjehts  complaining  againft  their  King,  and  to  lay  alide  his  De- 
figns  of  Peace,  without  Provocation,  or  a better  Pretence.  On 
the  other  hand,  he  confidered  it  as  a very  neceffary  Point,  to 
maintain  that  Party  which  was  beginning  to  form,  in  cale  he 
ffiould  happen  to  want  them.  In  line,  he  held  it  molt  conve- 
nient to  manage  with  Mote^tma,  by  making  a Merit  of  fufp-end- 
ing  the  Effects  of  that  Difrefpeft,  and  fhewing  that  at  leaif  he 
would  fo  far  difcharge  himfelf,  as  not  to  foment  the  Sedition, 
nor  draw  any  Advantage  from  it  to  himfelf,  until  the  laid  Ne- 
ceffity.  The 
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The  Reful  t of  thefe  Reflexions  (which  kept  him  fome  Hours 
awake)  was,  to  fend  at  Midnight  for  two  of  the  Prifoners  with 
all  polfible  Privacy  : And  after  receiving  them  courteoufly,  he 
told  them,  (as  one  defirous  they  Ihould  not  attribute  to  him 
what  they  had  fuftered,)  that  he  had  fent  for  them  in  order  to 
fet  them  at  Liberty  ; and  that  as  they  received  it  folely  from 
his  Hands,  they  might  alfure  their  Prince,  he  would  endeavour 
very  ffiortly  to  fend  the  reft  of  their  Companions  who  remain- 
ed in  the  Power  of  the  Caziques,  whom  he  would  endeavour  to 
make  fenfible  of  their  Fault,  and  perform  all  that  Ihould  be  moft 
for  his  Service  ; for  that  lie  was  defirous  of  Peace,  and  to  de- 
ferve,  by  his  Refpe&s  and  Actions,  all  the  Remarks  of  Grati- 
tude that  were  due  to  the  Ambaflador  and  Minifter  of  fo  great 
a Prince. 

The  Indians  durft  not  fet  out  on  their  Journey,  for  fear  of 
being  kill’d,  or  taken  by  the  Way ; and  he  was  forced  to  give 
them  a Guard  of  Spani/l. b Soldiers,  who  conveyed  them  to  the 
next  Bay,  where  the  Ships  lay,  and  one  of  the  Boats  was  order- 
ed to  land  them  beyond  the  Diftrid  of  Zempoala. 

The  Caziques  came  in  the  Morning  much  frightned  and 
troubled  for  the  Efcape  of  the  two  Prifoners  ; and  Hernan  Cortex 
receiv’d  the  News  with  Signs  of  Surprife  arid  Concern,  blaming 
their  Want  of  Vigilance  ; and  upon  this  Pretence  he  ordered  in 
their  Prefence,  that  the  reft  ffiould  be  carried  on  board  the  Fleet, 
as  defiring  to  take  upon  himfelf  the  Care  of  their  Imprifon- 
ment ; but  he  privately  ordered  the  Sea-Officers  to  treat  them 
well,  and  to  keep  them  fatisfied  and  fafe  ; by  which  he  gained 
the  Confidence  of  the  Caziques,  without  difobliging  of  Mot e- 
%uma,  whofe  Power,  fo  much  cried  up  and  dreaded  among  thofe 
Indians , made  him  careful  how  he  aded.  After  this  manner 
he  endeavoured  to  provide  for  every  thing,  keeping  up  the  dis- 
contented Party,  without  engaging  himfelf  too  far,  and  ftiil  keep- 
ing in  View  all  Accidents  which  might  oblige  him  to  lupport  it : 
A great  Mafter  in  adjufting  his  Defigns  and  Sufpicions.  Arid 
he  is  a prudent  General  who  knows  how  to  provide  before- 
hand againft  Accidents,  and,  by  Forefight,  leffien  the  Force  and 
Unexpedednefs  of  Events. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  X. 

The  Caziques  of  the  Mountains  come  to  fuhmit , and 
offer  their  Service  to  Cortez.  The  Spaniards 
build  the  T own  of  Vera  Cruz,  and  put  it  in  a 
Vofture  of  Defence . New  NmbaJJddors  arrive 

there  from  Motezuma. 

H E Benignity  and  good  Behaviour  of  the  Spaniards 
towards  their  Allies,  was  quickly  divulged  thro’  all 
the  Diftrifts  thereabouts  ; and  the  two  Caziques  of 
Zempoala  and  Quiabiflan  gave  Notice  to  all  their 
Friends  and  Confederates  of  the  Happinefs  they  enjoyed,  being 
freed  from  Impofitions,  and  their  Liberty  fecured  by  the  Pro- 
teftion  of  a People  invincible,  who  knew  the  very  Thoughts  of 
Men,  and  feemed  of  a fuperior  Nature.  Upon  this  Report’s 
fpreading,  which  Fame  (as  is  ufual)  magnifying,  Truth  became 
confounded  with  overmuch  Addition : It  was  laid  publickly 
among  thofe  People,  that  their  Gods  were  come  down  to  Quia- 
bijlan , darting  Lightning  againft  Motezuma ; the  which  Credulity 
lafled  fome  Time  among  the  Indians,  and  caufed  a Veneration, 
tho’  ill  founded,  which  very  much  facilitated  the  Beginnings  of 
this  Conqueft.  Nor  were  they  altogether  wide  of  the  Truth, 
in  efteeming  thofe  fent  from  Heaven,  who  by  its  Decree  and 
Appointment,  came  to  be  the  Inflruments  of  their  Salvation  : 
A Notion  proceeding  from  their  Ignorance,  in  which  there 
might  be  fome  Mixture  of  a fuperior  Light,  difpenfed  in  Fa- 
vour of  their  Sincerity. 

This  Opinion  of  the  Spaniards  did  fo  encreafe,  and  the 
Name  of  Liberty  founded  fo  well  in  the  Ears  of  the  Opprefled, 
that  in  a few  Days  there  came  to  Quiabijlan  above  thirty  Ca- 
ziques, Lords  of  the  Mountain  that  was  in  light,  which  had 
numerous  Settlements  of  Indians , called  Totonaques,  a rullick 
People,  of  different  Languages  and  Cuftoms,  but  ftrong,  and 
valuing  themfelves  upon  their  Courage.  They  all  paid  their 
Obedience,  offered  their  Troops,  and,  in  the  Form  propofed  to 
them,  l'wore  Fidelity  and  Vaffalage  to  the  King  of  Spain,  of 
which  a folemn  Aft  was  made  before  the  Secretary  of  the 

Council. 
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Council.  Antonio  de  Herrera  fays,  that  the  Troops  offered  by 
thofe  Caziques  exceeded  the  Number  of  a hundred  thoufand 
Men.  Bernal  Diaz,  del  Caftillo  doth  not  relate  it ; nor  were  they 
ever  lifted.  The  Number,  it  is  likely,  was  very  great,  the  Set- 
tlements being  many,  and  the  People  eaftly  ftirred  up  againft 
Motezutna,  efpecially  for  that  the  Mountainous  Country  con- 
lifted  of  Warlike  Indians , lately  fubdu’d,  or  not  quite  con- 
quered. 

This  kind  of  Confederacy  being  made,  the  Caziques  return- 
ed to  their  Houfes,  ready  to  do  as  they  fliould  be  commanded; 
and  Hernan  Cortez,  refolv’d  to  fettle  the  Town  of  Villa  Rica  de  la 
Cruz , which,  till  then  moved  with  the  Army,  tho’  they  ob- 
ferved  the  Diltintftions  of  Government.  They  pitch’d  upon  the 
Plain  between  the  Sea  and  Quiabijlan,  half  a League  from  that 
Town;  a Land  which  invited  with  its  Fertility,  abounding  in 
Water,  and  having  great  Plenty  of  Trees,  which  lay  commo- 
dious for  the  Cutting  of  Timber  for  the  Buildings.  They  laid  the 
Foundations,  beginning  with  the  Church.  The  handicraft  Men 
were  diftributed,  Carpenters  and  Mafons,  who  came  with  Sol- 
diers Pay ; and  the  Indians  of  Zempoala  and  Qiiiabijlan  allifting 
with  equal  Skill  and  Aflivity.  The  Houfes  began  to  rile ; mean  as 
to  Architecture,  rather  for  a Covering,  than  any  Commodioufnefs. 
They  prefently  drew  the  Compafsof  the  Wall  with  Traveffes  of 
ftrong  Mud  Work,  a fufficient  Defence  againft  the  Weapons  of  the 
Indians ; and  in  that  Country  it  might  be  properly  called  a For- 
trefs.  The  principal  Officers  of  the  Army  help’d  to  carry  on 
the  Work,  applying  both  their  Hands  and  Shoulders  to  it ; and 
Hernan  Cortez  work’d  as  the  reft,  feeming  to  fet  himfelf  a 
Talk,  not  fatisfied  with  the  fcanty  Diligence  which  is  fuffi- 
cient in  a Superior  to  fet  a good  Example. 

I n the  mean  time  they  received  at  Mexico  the  firft  Advice 
of  the  Spaniards  being  received  in  Zempoala  by  that  Cazique, 
a Man,  in  their  Opinion,  of  fufpe&ed  Fidelity,  and  the  neigh- 
bouring Places  little  to  be  depended  on:  Which  Account  fo  pro- 
voked Motezuma,  that  he  propofed  to  join  his  Forces,  and  march 
out  in  Perfon  to  chaftife  this  Offence  of  the  Zempoalans,  and 
put  the  reft  of  the  Mountain  Nations  under  his  Yoke;  taking 
the  Spaniards  alive,  whom  he  had  already  in  his  Imagination 
deligned  for  a folemn  Sacrifice  to  his  Gods. 

But  at  the  fame  Time  that  they  began  to  make  great  Prepara- 
tions for  this  Enterprize;  the  two  Indians,  whom  Cortez  had 
difpatched  from  Quiabijlan,  arrived  at  Mexico , and  gave  an  Ac- 
count of  their  Imprifonment ; and  that  they  owed  their  Li- 
berty to  the  Captain  of  the  Strangers,  who  had  fent  them  to 
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reprefent  how  much  he  defired  Peace,  and  how  far  it  was  from 
his  Intentions  to  do  him  any  Differvice;  extolling  his  Courtefy 
and  Mildnefs  with  fo  much  Weight,  that  it  might  be  per- 
ceived by  the  Praifes  they  gave  Cortex,  how  much  they  had 
feared  the  Caziques. 

Upon  this  the  Face  of  Affairs  was  changed:  The- Anger  of 
Mote^uma  was  mitigated,  Preparations  lor  War  ceafed,  and  they 
determined  again  to  try  the  Way  of  Negotiation,  endeavouring 
to  divert  Cortex  from  his  Deligns  with  a new  Embaffy  and  Pre- 
fent,  to  which  Meafures  he  eafdy  inclined ; for  in  the  Mill  ft  ol 
his  Anger  and  Pride  he  could  not  forget  the  Signals  of  Heaven, 
and  the  Anfwers  of  his  Idols,  which  he  looked  on  as  evil 
Omens  of  his  Undertaking,  or  at  leaft,  they  obliged  him  to  de- 
lay the  Breach,  endeavouring  to  qualify  his  Fear  after  fuch  a 
Manner,  that  it  lhould  be  taken  for  an  Effeft  of  his  Prudence, 
and  Refpeft  for  his  Gods. 

This  Embaffy  arrived,  when  they  had  almoft  perfefled  the 
new  Settlement  and  Fortrefs  of  Vera  Cm With  the  Embaffy 
came  two  Youths,  Nephews  to  Mote^uma,  attended  by  four 
antient  Caziques  who  govern’d  them  as  Counfellors,  and  added 
to  their  Authority  by  the  Refpeft  they  paid  them.  The  Atten- 
dance was  fplendid  ; and  they  brought  a Prefent  of  Gold,  Fea- 
thers, and  Cotton,  worth  about  two  thoufand  Pieces  of  Eight. 
The  Meffage  the  Ambaffadors  delivered,  was,  That  the  great 
Emperor  Mote^uma  having  been  informed  of  the  Difobedience 
of  thofe  Caziques,  and  their  Infolence  in  taking  and  mifufing 
his  Officers,  had  provided  a powerful  Army  to  come  in  Perfon 
to  chaftife  them ; which  lie  had  lufpended,  that  he  might  not 
be  obliged  to  break  with  the  Spaniards , whofe  Friendihip  he 
defired,  and  whole  Captain  he  was  obliged  to  efteem,  and  ac- 
knowledge the  Refpefl:  he  had  (hewn  in  fending  him  his  two 
Servants,  whom  he  had  releafed  from  fo  cruel  an  Imprifon- 
ment ; but  that  tho’  he  durft  entirely  rely  upon  him  for  refto- 
ring  their  Companions  to  their  Liberty,  yet  he  could  not  but 
complain  in  a friendly  Manner,  that  fo  valiant  and  wife  a Man 
lhould  think  lit  to  live  among  his  Rebels,  making  them  more 
infolent  under  the  Shelter  of  his  Arms  : And  as  the  making  of 
Traytors  bold,  was  little  lefs  than  approving  the  Treafon,  he 
did  requeft  him  upon  that  Confideration  immediately  to  leave 
that  Country,  that  he  might  punilh  them  without  Breach  of 
his  Friendihip.  And  with  the  fame  Sincerity  of  Heart  he  ad- 
monifti’d  him  not  to  think  of  pafling  on  to  his  Court,  for  that 
the  Impediments  and  Dangers  of  that  Journey  were  very  great. 
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On  which  Point  they  enlarged  with  a myfterious  Tedioufnefs, 
this  being  the  principal  Point  of  their  Inftrucftions. 

Hern  an  Coriez  received  the  Embafty  and  Prefent  with 
great  Refpeft  ; and  before  he  returned  his  Anfwer,  he  ordered 
the  four  imprifoned  Officers  to  come  in,  whom  he  had  purpofe- 
ly  fent  for  from  on  board  the  Fleet ; and,  gaining  the  good 
Will  of  the  Ambafiadors,  with  delivering  them  up,  well  treated 
and  thankful,  he  told  them,  That  the  Error  committed  by  the 
Caziques  of  Zempoala  and  Quiabiflan,  was  amended  by  the  Re- 
ftitutions  of  thofe  Officers  ; and  that  he  was  highly  pleafed 
with  the  Opportunity  of  ffiewing  his  Refpefl  by  that  Action, 
and  giving  Mote^uma  that  firft  Proof  of  his  Obedience : That 
he  could  not  but  own  the  Infolenee  of  that  Imprifonment,  tho’ 
it  might  in  fome  meafure  be  excufed  by  the  Extravagancy  of  the 
Officers  themfelves,  who,  not  content  with  the  ordinary  Tri- 
butes due  to  the  Crown,  had  of  their  own  Authority  demanded 
twenty  Indians  for  their  Sacrifices,  a cruel  Propofition,  and  an 
Abufe  which  the  Spaniards  could  not  fuffer,  being  bred  in  ano- 
ther Religion  of  greater  Piety  and  Regard  to  human  Nature  : 
That  he  found  himfelf  obliged  to  thofe  Caziques  for  admitting 
and  entertaining  him  in  their  Lands,  when  his  Governors  Teutile 
and  Pilpatoe  difcourteoufly  abandoned  him,  failing  in  Point  of  Hof- 
pitalityand  the  Law  of  Nations;  an  Action  ddfte,  in  all  likelihood* 
without  Mote^uma  s Orders,  and  which  he  believed  would  be 
difpleafing  to  him,  or  at  lead:,  he  underftood  it  fo ; but  that  ha- 
ving nothing  but  Peace  in  view,  he  did  not  defire  to  aggravate 
Matters  by  ffis  Complaints:  That  neither  that  Country  nor  the 
Totonaque  Mountainiers  ffiould  move  to  his  Difiervice,  neither 
would  he  permit  it ; for  the  Caziques  were  at  his  Devotion, 
and  would  not  tranfgrefs  his  Orders;  for  which  Reafon  he  was 
obliged  to  interceed  for  them,  that  he  would  pardon  what  they 
had  done  to  his  Officers,  and  for  having  admitted  and  lodged 
his  Troops:  That  for  the  reft  he  could  only  fay,  that  when  he 
fhould  be  fo  happy  as  to  appear  in  his  Prefence,  he  would 
make  known  the  Importance  of  his  Embafty,  without  arty  Re- 
gard to  the  Impediments  and  Dangers  which  threaten’d  him ; 
for  that  the  Spaniards  were  unacquainted  with  Fear,  and  Ob- 
ftacles  only  induc’d  them  to  go  on,  being  a People  ennured  to 
Dangers,  and  ufed  to  feek  for  Glory  amidft  the  greateft  Diffi- 
culties. 

With  this  ffiort  and  refolute  Speech,  (in  which  the  Con- 
ftancy  of  Hernan  Cortex  is  to  be  obferved,  and  the  Art  with 
which  he  endeavoured  to  fet  a Value  upon  his  Intentions,)  he 
anfwered  the  Ambafiadors,  who  departed  much  carefs’d,  and 
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rich  in  CafliUian  Trifles,  carrying  for  their  King,  as  a Prefen  t 
another  Treafure  of  the  fame  kind. 

It  was  offer  red  that  the  Ambafladors  went  away  diflfatisfied 
for  not  having  obtained  the  Retreat  of  the  Spaniards , which 
was  the  Point  all  their  Endeavours  tended  to.  The  Spaniards 
gained  much  Reputation  among  thofe  Nations  by  this  EmbafTy; 
for  the  Indians  were  now  confirmed  in  their  Opinion,  that 
Hernan  Cone ^ muft  be  fome  Diety,  and  none  of  the  leaft  power- 
ful, lince  Mote^uma  (whofe  Pride  difdained  to  bend  his  Knee 
m the  Prefence  of  his  Gods)  fought  him  with  fo  much  Sub- 
milhon,  and  follicited  his  Friendihip  with  Gifts,  which,  in 
their  Opinion,  were  little  lefs  than  Sacrifices;  the  Effect  of 
which  Extravagancy  was,  that  they  loft  great  Part  of  the  Fear 
which  they  had  for  their  King,  giving  themfelves  up  with 
greater  Subjection  to  the  Obedience  of  the  Spaniards : And  no 
left  than  fuch  Dotage  was  neceffary,  that  a Work,  fo  wonderful 
and  undertaken  with  fo  fmall  a Force,  might  be  made  practica- 
ble, the  Molt  High  permitting  thefe  Things,  that  it  might  not 
appear  wholly  a Miracle,  or  lie  under  the  Imputation  of  Te- 
merity. 


CHAP.  XI. 


The  Zempoalans,  by  Deceit , engage  Hernan 
Cortez  to  take  up  Arms  againjl  the  People  of 
Zimpazingo,  their  Enemies.  He  makes  them 
Friends , and  reduces  that  Country. 

O O N after  the  Cazique  of  Zempoala  came  to  Vera 
Cruxi,  with  fome  principal  Indians , whom  he  brought 
as  Witnefles  of  what  he  intended  to  propofe.  He 
told  Hernan  Cortex,  that  now  the  Time  was  come  to 
proteCt  and  defend  their  Country  ; for  that  fome  Troops  of  the 
Mexicans  were  arrived  in  Zimpaajngo,  (a  Place  of  Strength,  di- 
ftant  from  thence  about  two  Suns,)  and  went  out  to  over-run 
the  Country,  deftroying  the  Corn-Fields,  and  committing 
fome  Hcftihties  in  their  DiftriCt,  with  which  it  feemed  they 
were  beginning  their  Revenge.  Hernan  Cone ^ found  himfelf 
engaged  to  lupport  the  Zempoalans , to  maintain  the  Credit  of 
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his  Offers  ; and  beiides,  he  thought  it  would  not  be  right  to  fuff 
fer  that  Infolence  of  the  Mexicans , as  it  were  in  his  Sight ; and 
that  in  cafe  they  were  fome  advanced  Troops  of  Mote-zjima  s 
Army,  it  would  be  neceffary  to  ftrike  a Terror  into  them,  to 
difcourage  the  reft  of  his  People.  For  which  Purpofe  he  deter- 
mined to  march  in  Perfon  upon  this  Undertaking,  engaging  in 
it  fomewhat  too  haftily,  for  he  was  yet  unacquainted  with  the 
Deceits  and  Lyes  of  thofe  People,  (a  Capital  Vice  among  the 
Indians,)  and  fuffer’d  himfelf  to  be  carried  away  by  what  was 
likely,  without  examining  into  the  Truth.  He  offered  them  to 
march  out  immediately  with  his  Troops,  to  chaftife  thofe  Ene- 
mies, whodifturb’d  the  Peace  of  his  Allies;  and  ordering  them  to 
provide  Indians  of  Burden  for  the  Baggage  and  Artillery,  he 
made  a Difpofition  immediately  for  his  March,  and  took  the 
Road  of  Zimpazjngo,  with  four  hundred  Men,  leaving  the  reft 
in  the  Fortrefs  of  Vera  Cru 

As  he  pafl'ed  by  Zempoala,  he  found  two  thoufand  armed 
Indians,  whom  the  Cazique  had  provided  to  ferve  under  him  in 
that  Expedition,  divided  into  four  Bodies,  or  Commands,  with 
their  Captains,  Colours,  and  Arms,  according  to  the  Cuftom  of 
their  Warriors.  Hernan  Cortez.  thanked  them  very  much  for  the 
Care  they  took  to  provide  that  Succour;  and  tho’  he  let  him 
underftand  that  he  had  no  Occafton  for  his  Men  upon  an  Expe- 
dition of  fo  fmall  Importance,  yet  he  fuffered  them  to  go,  to 
provide  againft  all  Events,  as  if  he  had  done  it  only  to  let  them 
lhare  in  the  Glory  of  the  Succefs. 

That  Night  they  lodged  in  fome  Houfes  three  Leagues  from 
Zimpazjngo ; and  the  next  Day  a little  before  Three  in  the  Af- 
ternoon, they  difcovered  the  Town  on  the  Top  of  a fmall  Hill, 
a Branch  of  the  Mountain  among  great  Rocks,  which  hid  Part 
of  the  Buildings,  and  threaten’d  at  a Diftance  , with  the  Diffi- 
culty of  the  Way.  The  Spaniards  began  to  overcome  the  Crag- 
gednefs  of  the  Mountain,  but  not  without  confiderable  Trouble  ; 
for  being  jealous  of  an  Ambulh,  they  went  Doubling,  and  filing 
off  as  the  Ground  would  permit ; but  the  Zempoalans,  either 
more  dextrous,  or  lefs  difturb’d  with  the  Narrownefs  of  the 
Paths,  advanced  with  a fort  of  Fury  which  appeared  like  Va- 
lour, but  was  indeed  Revenge,  and  a theivifti  Temper.  Hernan 
Cortez  was  obliged  to  give  Orders  to  halt,  at  a Time  when  fome 
Troops  of  the  Vanguard  were  already  in  the  Town. 

He  held  on  his  March,  without  meeting  any  Refiftance ; 
and  juft  as  he  was  confulting  to  attack  the  Town  in  feveral 
Parts,  there  came  out  of  it  eight  antient  Priefts,  who  afked  for 
the  Captain  of  that  Army,  before  whole  Prefence  they  came 
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with  great  Submiflions,  pronouncing  feme  Words  in  an  humble 
and  pitiful  Manner,  fuch  as  fufficiently  fliewed  Submiflion, 
without  the  Help  of  an  Interpreter.  Their  Drefs  was  a black 
Mantle,  whofe  End  reached  the  Ground,  and  the  upper  Part 
was  gathered  and  pleated  about  the  Neck,  with  a Piece  hanging 
loofe,  in  Form  of  a Hood,  with  which  they  kept  their  Heads 
warm.  Their  Hair  reached  to  their  Shoulders,  daihed  and  clod- 
ded with  the  human  Blood  of  their  Sacrifices,  Marks  of  which 
they  fuperftioufly  preferv’d'  on  their  Faces  and  Hands ; for  it 
was  not  lawful  for  them  to  walh  themfelves ; fit  Minifters  of 
fuch  unclean  Gods,  whofe  Filth  fhewed  it  felf  in  this  and 
other  Deformities. 

They  began  their  Speech  by  a Iking  Cortez,  for  what  Reflftance 
or  Offence  of  theirs  the  poor  Inhabitants  had  merited  the  In- 
dignation or  Chaftifement  of  a People,  already  fo  much  famed 
in  the  Countries  thereabouts  for  Clemency  and  Goodnefs.  He  an- 
fwered,  That  he  did  not  delign  to  offend  the  Inhabitants  of  the 
down,  but  only  chalfife  the  Mexicans,  who  were  quartered  in 
it,  and  fallied  from  thence  toinfeffthe  Lands  of  his  Friends. 
To  which  they  replied,  That  the  Mexican  Troops,  which  had 
beengarifoned  in  Zimpavngo,  were  retired,  flying  further  up 
the  Country,  as  foon  as  they  heard  that  Mote^umas  Officers  were 
11  ipriioned  at  QuiabiJIan  j and  that  if  hisDefign  was  againft  them, 
through  the  Influence  or  Suggeftion  of  thofe  Indians  that  accom- 
panied him,  he  was  to  underftand,  that  the  Zempoalans,  were 
their  Enemies,  and  had  deceived  him,  feigning  thofe  Inroads  of 
the  Mexicans  to  deftroy  them,  and  make  him  the  Inftrument 
of  their  Revenge. 

By.  the  Confufion  and  frivolous  Excufes  of  the  Zempoalan 
Captains  themfelves,  it  appeared  that  thofe  Priefls  fpoke  Truth ; 
and  Her  nan  Corte z was  concerned  at  the  Deceit,  as  a Reflection 
upon  his  Arms,  being  vexed  at  the  fame  Time  at  rhe  Malice  of 
the  Indians  and  his  own  Sincerity ; but  confidering  what  was 
moft  convenient  upon  this  Occalion,  he  prefently  ordered  the 
Captains  Chrijioval  de  Olid  and  Pedro  de  Alvarado  to  go  with 
their  Companies,  and  gather  the  Indians  together,  who  had  advan- 
ced before  to  get  into  the  Town,  and  were  now  bufy  in  the  Pil- 
lage, and  had  taken  a confiderable  Quantity  of  Cloths  and  Fur- 
niture, and  already  bound  fome  Prifoners.  They  were  brought 
to  the  Army,  Ihamefully  loaded  with  what  they  had  robbed, 
and  the  miferable  plundered  People  following  them,  crying  out 
for  their  Goods : For  whofe  Satisfaction  and  Comfort  Her  nan 
Cortex  commanded  to  unbind  the  Prifoners,  and  deliver  up 
the  Goods  to  the  Priefts,  that  they  might  reftore  them  to  the 

proper 
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uroper  Owners ; and  calling  for  the  Z«fo*k»  Captains,  *> 
Lov’d  them  publirkly  for  their  Prefumption,  m ve.y  angry 
Terms  telling  them  they  had  incurred  the  Penalty  ot  Death 
for  tlieir  Offence,  in  obliging  him  to  march  his  Troops  only  to 
r 1 -r  Revenue  ; and  cauling  liimfelf  to  be  entreated  by 
CamainsS  whom  he  had  inftrt.aed  before  to  pacify 
'wttThe  pardoned  them  for  that  Time  enlarging 
upon  that  Aftion  of  his  Clemency  ; tho , m truth,  he  did  not 
dare  at  that  Time  to  chaftife  them  with  the  Rigom  they  de.c 
ved,  ‘knowing  well,  that  to  preserve  new  friends,  acquired 

Clemency  was  more  proper  than  Juftice.  , 

HaviL  done  this,  which  gave  him  a Reputation  wi  h 
hoth  the  Nations,  he  commanded  the  Zempoalans  to  hxge  w i i 
h l T and  he  marched  in  with  the  Spaniards , where 
S with  the  Applaufe  of  a Deliverer.  Immedi- 
ately the  Cazique  of  Zimpav«i°  edited  him  in  his  la)  ging, 
1 n,hers  of  the  Neighbourhood,  who  came  either  out  of 

Friendlhip  or  Obedience,  acknowledging  the  King  of  Spain  for 
thdr  Prince  ; whofe  Name  was  already  beloved  and  reverenced 
In  that  Country,  where  the  People  deiired  to  be  his  Subjects 

°UtHf  afterwalds^oo?  in  hand  the  ad ju fling  of  the  Differences 
between  thofe  Indians  and  the  Zempoalans  ; which  began  abou 
the  Divifion  of  their  Diftrifts,  and  Difputes  of  Jun  dift  on 
firft  between  the  Caziques,  and  had  now  occafion  d fuch ^Ran- 
cour among  the  People,  that  they  lived  in  continual  Hoft.h  y. 
To  which  End,  he  drew  up  a Scheme  for  compounding  their  D 
J I!  and  taking  upon  himfelf  to  content  the  Lord  of  Zm- 
Jm/1  made  them  Friends,  and  returned  to  Vera  Cruz.-,  leaving 
bereft  advanced  by  Jhe  Obedience  of  new  Caziques,  and 
Friendlhip  eftabliftied  among  thofe  of  his  Party,  whofe  1 
agreement,  might  have  been  a Hindrance  to  his  receiving  any 
Service  from  them  : fo  that  he  made  his  Advantage,  and  found 
his  Convenient  even  in  that  ill-concerted  Enterprise  ; Errors 

fometimes  ferving  to  correft  humane  Prudence,  which  genem  y 

makes  Difpofitions  according  to  the  firft  Conception  of  1 h ng  • 


CHAP. 
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CHAR  XII, 

The  Spaniards  return  to  Zempoala  ; where  they 
overthrow  the  Idols , with  fome  Rejijtance  of  the 
Indians:  And  the  principal  of  their  Temples  is 
converted  into  a Church  of  our  Lady. 

H E Cazique  of  Zempoala  waited  for  Cortex  at  fome 
Hoties  a little  diftant  from  the  Town,  with  great 
Store  of  Provifions,  to  refrefh  his  Men  ; but  much 
alhamed  and  troubled,  that  his  Deceit  was  difcovered. 
He  went  about  to  excufe  himfelf;  but  Cortex  did  not  permit  it, 
telling  him,  He  had  laid  afide  his  Difpleafure,  and  defired 
an  Amendment  for  the  future,  which  was  the  only  Satisfaction 
of  pardoned  Crimes. 

They  palled  on  direflly  to  the  Town,  where  he  had  provi- 
ded a fecond  Prefent  of  Eight  Virgins  finely  adorned  : One  of 
them  was  his  Niece ; and  he  brought  her  on  Purpofe  that  Her- 
nan  Cortez,  might  do  him  the  Honour,  to  take  her  for  his  Wife, 
the  reft  to  be  diftributed  among  his  Captains,  as  he  Ihould 
think  fit ; making  this  Offer  as  one  delirous  to  ftrengthen  the 
Friendlhip  between  them  by  the  Bonds  of  Blood.  Cortez  an- 
fwered,  That  he  very  much  efteemed  that  Teftimony  of  his 
good  Will  and  Sincerity  ; but  that  it  was  not  lawful,  for  the 
Spaniards  to  take  Wives  of  a different  Religion  ; for  which  Rea- 
fon,  he  fufpended  the  receiving  them  until  fuch  Time  as  they 
became  Chriftians.  Upon  this  Occafion  he  prefled  him 
again  to  quit  his  Idolatry,  for  that  he  could  not  be  his  true 
Friend,  who  differ’d  fo  much  from  him  in  the  moft  eflential 
Point  ; and  as  he  took  him  fora  Man  ofReafon,  he  undertook, 
with  fome  Hopes,  to  convince  and  reduce  him.  But  he  was  fo 
far  from  opening  his  Eyes,  or  being  fenfible  of  the  Force  of 
Truth,  that  prefuming  on  the  Opinion  he  had  of  his  own 
Underftanding,  he  undertook  to  argue  in  Defence  of  his  Gods  ; 
and  Hernan  Cortez , fuffering  himfelf  to  be  carry’d  away  by  his 
Zeal  for  Religion,  grew  offended,  and  turned  his  Back  upon 
him  with  fome  fort  of  Paflion. 
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At  this  Tims  happen’d  one  of  the  moil  folenin  Feftivals 
of  their  Idols ; and  the  Zempoalans  aflembled  (not  without 
iome  Circumfpe<9aon  on  account  of  the  Spaniards ) in  the  prin- 
cipal of  their  Temples,  were  they  celebrated  a Sacrifice  of  Hu- 
man Blood,  which  horrible  Function  was  performed  by  the 
Hands  of  the  Priefts,  with  the  Ceremonies,  which  will  be  re- 
lated in  their  proper  Place.  Afterwards  thofe  unhappy  Vic- 
tims were  fold  cut  out  in  Pieces,  which  were  fought  after,  and 
bought  as  facred  Food  : An  abominable  Brutality  in  the  Talley 
and  a much  worfe  in  their  Devotion.  Some  Spaniards  happen’d 
to  fee  part  of  this  Slaughter ; who  came  and  told  Cortex  how 
much  they  were  fcandalized ; and  he  was  fo  highly  provok’d  at 
it,  that  the  pious  Difturbance  of  his  Mind  immediately  appear’d 
on  his  Countenance.  The  Motives  which  obliged  him  to  keep  cer- 
tain Meafures  with  thofe  Confederates,  gave  way  to  a greater 
Caufe  ; and  as  Anger  has  its  firft  Fury,  even  when  fupported 
by  Reafon,  he  broke  out  into  Threats,  commanding  his  Sol- 
diers to  take  Arms,  and  call  the  Cazique  and  the  principal  In- 
dians which  ufed  to  attend  him.  As  foon  as  they  came  into  his 
Prefence,  he  went  with  them  to  the  Temple,  caufing  his 
Troops  to  march  in  Order  with  him. 

The  Priefts,  who  were  then  jealous  of  the  Event,  came  out 
to  the  Gate,  and  with  loud  Cries,  began  to  call  the  People  to 
the  Defence  of  their  Gods  ; at  which  Time  fome  Troops  of 
armed  Indians  appear’d  y which,  as  it  was  afterwards  known, 
thofe  very  Priefts  had  provided  : For  they  feared  fome  Vio- 
lence, believing  their  Sacrifice,  fo  much  abhorred  by  the  Spa- 
niards, had  been  difcovered.  The  Number  of  the  Indians  who 
had  poftefted  themfelves  of  the  Avenues,  was  conliderable  ; but 
Hernan  Cortex  (always  eafy  at  fuch  Times)  ordered  Donna  Marina 
to  tell  them  aloud,  That  upon  the  firft  Arrow  they  ftiould  lec 
fly,  he  would  caufe  the  Throats  of  the  Cazique,  and  all  the 
Zempoalans  in  his  Power,  to  be  immediately  cut,  and  after- 
wards permit  his  Soldiers  to  chaftife  their  Infolence  with  Fire 
and  Sword.  The  Indians  trembled  at  the  Terror  of  luch  a 
Threat  ; and  the  Cazique  quaking  like  the  reft,  commanded 
them  to  lay  down  their  Arms  and  retire ; which  Command 
was  immediately  obeyed,  fhewing  in  the  Readinefs  with  which 
they  difappeared,  how  much  they  defired  their  Fear  lhould  pafs 
for  Obedience. 

Hernan  Cortez  remained  with  the  Cazique,  and  thofe 
who  attended  him  ; and  calling  for  the  Priefts,  declamed  againft 
Idolatry  with  more  than  Military  Eloquence.  He  encouraged 
them,  that  they  might  not  hearken  to  him  with  Fear:  He  endea- 
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voured  to  make  ufe  of  foft  Exprefllons,  that  there  might  be  no 
Appearance  of  Violence,  where  Reafon  was  to  fpeak  : He  la- 
mented the  Error  in  which  they  lived  ; and  complained,  that 
being  his  Friends,  they  fhould  not  give  Credit  to  him  in  that 
which  did  molt  concern  them  : He  laid  before  them  how  much 
he  delired  their  Good  ; and  from  loving  Expreffions,  which 
move  the  Heart,  he  proceeded  to  the  Motives  that  affeft  the 
Underftanding  : He  demonftrated  their  Errors,  laid  before  them, 
as  it  were,  in  a vifible  Manner  the  Truth : And  laftly,  told 
them,  that  he  came  fully  refolv’d  to  deftroy  thofe  Reprefenta- 
tions  of  the  Devil  ; and  that  the  Work  would  be  moft  accepta- 
ble to  him,  if  they  themfelves  would  execute  it  by  their  own 
Hands.  To  which  End,  he  perfwaded  and  encouraged  them  to 
go  up  the  Steps  of  the  Temple,  and  overthrow  their  Idols : 
But  they  were  fo  much  concern’d  at  this  Propofal,  that  they 
only  anfwered  with  Sighs  and  Lamentations ; till  proftrating 
themfelves  on  the  Ground,  they  declar’d  aloud,  That  they  would 
fooner  buffer  themfelves  to  be  cut  in  Pieces,  than  lay  Hands 
upon  their  Gods.  Her  nan  Cortex  would  not  infift  overmuch  on 
a Circumftance  to  which  he  found  them  fo  averfe,  and  there- 
fore ordered  his  Soldiers  to  put  it  in  Execution : By  whofe 
Diligence  the  principal  Idol,  together  with  thofe  on  each  fide, 
were  Hung  down  from  the  Top  of  the  Steps,  and  came  to  the 
Pavement  all  broke  to  Pieces,  followed  and  crufh’d  by  their 
own  Altars,  and  the  deteftable  Inftruments  of  their  Adoration. 
Great  was  the  Commotion  and  Alfonilhment  of  the  Indians  ; 
they  beheld  each  other,  as  expecting  at  leaft  the  Punifhment  of 
Heaven  ; and  the  fame  foon  happened  as  had  been  at  Cozjimel ; 
for  feeing  their  Gods  thus  debafed,  without  Power  to  revenge 
themfelves,  they  laid  afide  all  Fear,  and  were  fenfible  of  their 
Weaknefs,  juft  as  People  generally  do  by  a ruined  great  Man, 
whom,  after  his  Fall,  they  defpife  as  much  as  ever  they  for- 
merly adored  him. 

The  Zempoalans  by  this  Experiment  became  more  eafy  to  be 
perfwaded,  and  more  fubmiflive  to  the  Orders  of  the  Spaniards : 
For  if  before  they  confidered  them  as  Men  of  a fuperior  Na- 
ture, they  now  found  themfelves  obliged  to  confefs  that  they 
were  more  powerful  than  their  Gods.  Hcrnan  Cortex  finding 
how  much  his  Authority  was  encreafed  among  them,  com- 
manded them  to  cleanfe  the  Temple  ; which  Order  was  execu- 
ted with  fo  much  Fervour  and  Chearfulnefs,  that  affeffing  to 
be  undeceived,  they  flung  into  the  Fire  the  Fragments  of  their 
Idols.  The  Cazique  immediately  ordered  his  Mafons  to  fcrape 
the  Walls,  wiping  out  the  Stains  of  human  Blood,  which  they 
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preferved  as  an  Ornament.  After  which  they  whiten’d  them, 
lay  in0'  on  a Covering  of  that  flusing  Mortar  which  they  ufed 
in  their  Building;  and  they  erefted  an  Altar,  on  which  was 
placed  an  Image  of  our  Lady,  with  fome  ornamental  Flowers 
and  Lights  ; and  the  Day  following,  the  holy  Sacrifice  of  the 
Mafs  was  celebrated  with  all  poflible  Solemnity,  in  fight  of 
abundance  of  Indians,  who  alfifted  at  the  Novelty,  rather  ad- 
miring than  attentive  ; tho’  fome  bent  their  Knees,  and  endea- 
voured to  imitate  the  Devotion  of  the  Spaniards. 

There  was  no  Opportunity  at  that  Time  to  inftriud  them 
in  the  fundamental  Principles  of  Religion,  for  their  Barbarity 
required  more  Time  ; and  the  Intention  of  Hernan  Carte*,  was 
to  begin  their  Spiritual  Conqueft  from  the  Court  of  Motevjwia. 
But  they  remained  inclined  to  defpife  their  Idols,  and  well  dil- 
pofed  to  the  Worlhip  of  the  Image  of  the  holy  Virgin,  offering 
to  take  her  for  their  Advocate,  that  the  God  of  the  Chriltians 
might  favour  them,  whofe  Power  they  were  already  fenfible  of, 
by  the  Effefts,  and  by  fome  Glimmerings  of  natural  Light, 
always  fufficient  to  diftinguifh  that  which  is  beft,  and  perceive 
the  Force  of  thofe  Helps  with  which  God  alfifts  all  reafonable 

OrcEturcs# 

And  here  we  muft  not  omit  the  pious  Refolution  of  an  old 
Soldier,  who  ftaid  alone  among  thefe  People,  as  yet  but  imper- 
feaiy  reduced,  to  take  Care  of  that  Image,  crowning  his  old 
Age  with  this  holy  Service.  His  Name  was  Juan  de  Torres  a 
Native  of  the  City  of  Cordova : An  A&ion  truly  worthy  of  a 
Soldier,  and  which  at  once  records  both  his  Valour  and  Piety. 
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CHAP.  XIII. 

The  Army  returns  to  Vera  Cruz.  Commiffaries  are 
difpatch'd  to  the  King , 'with  an  Account  of  what 
had  been  done.  Another  Sedition  is  quell'd  with 
the  Punijhment  of  fome  Mutineers.  And  Hernan 
Cortez  executes  his  Refolution  of  Jinking  his  Ships. 

H E Spaniards  departed  immediately  from  Zempoala, 
( which  Place  was  afterwards  called  New  Sevil ; ) and 
when  they  came  to  Vera  Cru^,  there  was  juft  arrived 
at  the  Place  where  the  Fleet  lay  at  Anchor  a fmall 
Velfel,  which  came  from  the  Ifle  of  Cuba,  commanded  by  Cap- 
tain Francifco  de  Saucedo,  Native  of  Medina  de  Rio  Seco,  and  in 
Company  with  him  Captain  Luis  Marin,  who  was  afterwards  in 
the  fame  Station  in  the  Conqueft  of  Mexico.  They  brought 
with  them  ten  Soldiers,  one  Horfe,  and  one  Mare ; which  was 
reckon’d  at  that  Time  a confiderable  Supply. 

The  SpaniJJo  Writers  have  not  acquainted  us  with  the  Inten- 
tion of  their  Voyage;  and  it  is  molt  likely,  that  they  left  Cuba 
with  aDefign  tofeek  out  Cortex,  and  follow  his  Fortune;  and  of  this 
the  Readinefs  with  which  they  joined  his  Troops,  feems  to  convince 
us.  By  this  Means  it  Was  known  that  the  Governor  Diego  Ve- 
lafque st  had  a frellr  threatned  Hernan  Corte for  by  the  Negotia- 
tion of  one  of  his  Chaplains,  whom  he  had  difpatched  to  the 
Court,  for  this  and  other  Pretenlions,  he  had  obtained  the  Ti- 
tle of  the  King’s  Lieutenant  of  that  Ifland,  with  a Power  to  difeo- 
ver  and  people  it;  which  Grace  of  the  King’s  had  made  him  in- 
exorable, believing  that  this  Addition  to  his  Authority  was  a 
frefh  Ground  for  his  Complaints. 

But  Hernan  Cortex,  whofe  Thoughts  were  now  employed 
in  greater  Affairs,  received  this  News  as  a Matter  of  no  Con- 
cern, tho’  it  fomewhat  haftened  his  Refolution  of  giving  the 
King  an  Account  of  his  Proceedings : For  which  End,  he  difpofed 
Matters  fo,  that  the  Town  of  Vera  Cru ■g  llrould  write  a Letter, 
laying  at  his  Majefly’s  Feet  this  new  Settlement,  and  giving  a 
fhort  Relation  of  the  Succefs  of  his  Expedition  ; the  Pro- 
vinces that  were  already  reduced  to  his  Obedience,  with  the 
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Riches,  Fertility,  and  great  Plenty  of  this  new  World;  the  Pro- 
grefs  he  had  made  in  favour  of  Religion ; and  the  Difpofitions 
that  were  making,  in  order  to  come  at  a true  Knowledge  of 
the  Empire  of  Motezjma. 

He  very  earneftly  entreated  the  Members  of  the  Council  of 
Vera  Cruz*  That  they  would  not  omit  to  take  notice  of  the 
Violences  intended  againfi:  him  by  Diego  Velajquez-,  and  the  lit- 
tle Reafon  he  had  to  do  fo;  and  that  they  would  lay  before 
his  Majefty  the  great  Valour  and  Conilancy  of  the  Spaniards 
with  him ; and  left  them  to  fpeak  of  his  own  Perfon,  as  every 
own  fhould  think  proper.  It  was  not  Modefty  but  a Confi- 
dence in  his  own  Merit,  more  than  in  any  Words  he  could  ufe, 
for  no  Man  is  difpleas’d  to  hear  his  own  Aftions  extoll’d,  efpe- 
cially  in  this  martial  Profeffion,  in  which  certain  bare-fac’d 
Virtues  are  much  in  ufe,  whofe  very  Name  is  look’d  upon  as 
their  Reward. 

The  Letter  was  writ  in  the  proper  Form ; the  Conclufion 
whereof  was  to  befeech  his  Majefty  that  he  would  grant  Hernan 
Cortez  a Commilhon  of  Captain-General,  confirming  what  the 
Town  and  Troops  had  done,  without  any  Dependence  on 
Diego  Velafqueg.  Cortez  writ  to  the  fame  Purpol'e,  {peak- 
ing with  more  Certainty  of  the  Hopes  he  had  to  bring  that 
Empire  to  the  Obedience  of  his  Majefty,  and  of  the  Difpofi- 
tions he  was  making  to  contend  with  the  Power  of  Motczuma, 
by  the  Help  of  his  own  revolted  Subjects. 

The,  Difpatches  being  finifhed,  they  were  committed  to  the 
Care  of  the  Captains,  A/onfo  HernandezPortocarrero,  and  Francifco 
de  Montejo;  and  it  was  agreed  that  they  Ihou Id  carry  the  King  all 
the  Gold,  valuable  Jewels,  and  Curiolities  they  had  actjuired 
as  well  by  the  Prefents  of  Motczuma , as  the  Exchanges  and 
Gifts  of  other  Caziques,  both  Officers  and  Soldiers  giving  up 
their  Shares,  that  the  Prefent  might  be  the  greater.  They  alfo 
carried  fome  Indians , who  voluntarily  offered  themfelves  for 
the  Voyage,  as  the  firft  Fruits  of  thofe  new  Subjefls  they  were 
going  to  conquer ; and  Hernan  Cortez  fent  a Prefent  in  particular 
to  his  Father  Martin  Cortez , a worthy  Thought  amidft  the  ma- 
ny Cares  that  lay  heavy  upon  him.  The  beft  Ship  in  the  Fleet 
was  immediately  fitted,  and  the  Charge  of  the  Sailing  com- 
mitted to  the  Care  of  the  chief  Pilot  Antonio  de  Alaminos : And 
when  the  Day  appointed  for  the  Embarkation  came,  their  hap- 
py Voyage  was  recommended  to  the  divine  Favour  by  a fo- 
lemn  Mafs  of  the  Holy  Ghoft.  With  this  happy  Aufpice 
they  fet  Sail  the  1 6th  Day  of  July,  1519,  with  pofitive  Orders 
to  fteer  their  Coaft  dire£!ly  for  Spain,  endeavouring  to  pafs  the 
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Channel  of  Bahama , without  touching  at  the  Ifland  of  Cuba, 
where  they  ought  to  apprehend,  as  an  evident  Danger,  the  Snares 
of  Diego  Velajque 

Whilst  they  were  making  Preparations  for  this  Voyage, 
fome  Soldiers  and  Sailors  (People  of  little  Honour)  raifed  new 
Difturbances,  by  endeavouring  to  make  their  Efcape,  and  give 
notice  to  Diego  Felafque^_  of  the  Difpatches  and  Riches  fent  to 
the  King  in  the  Name  of  Corteg;  and  their  Intention  was  to  go 
with  this  Advice,  that  they  might  feize  the  Palfes,  and  make 
Prize  of  the  Ship  : To  which  End,  they  had  gained  the  Sailors 
of  another  Vefiel,  and  had  laid  in  Provisions  of  all  Things  ne- 
ceffary  for  their  Voyage.  But  on  the  very  Night  defign’d  for 
their  Flight,  one  of  the  Confpirators,  called  Bernardino  de  Coria , 
repented.  He  was  going  among  the  rell  to  embark ; but  taking  a 
nearer  View  of  the  Foulnefs  of  his  Crime,  he  privately  ftepp’d 
alide  from  his  Companions,  and  went  to  inform.  Corteg.  He 
confulted  prefently  how  to  remedy  this  Evil;  and  made  his  Dif- 
poiitions  with  fo  much  Secrecy  and  Diligence,  that  the  Acom- 
plices  were  all  feized  on  board  the  fame  Veffel,  without  being 
able  to  deny  their  Crime  ; which  Hernan  Cortex  thought  to  de- 
ferve  an  exemplary  Punilhment,  not  confiding  in  his  own  Cle- 
mency. They  were  foon  brought  to  their  Tryal,  and  two  of 
the  Soldiers,  who  had  been  the  chief  Promoters  of  the  Contri- 
vance, were  adjudg’d  to  die;  two  others,  this  being  the  fecond 
Fault,  to  be  whipp’d.  The  reft  were  pardoned,  as  drawn  in, 
and  deceived;  a Pretence  Cortex  made  ufe  of,  that  he  might 
not  lofe  all  who  were  guilty;  tho’  he  ordered  that  the  principal 
Mariner  of  the  Ship,  deftined  for  their  Flight,  ihould  have  one  of 
his  Feet  cut  off:  An  extraordinary  Sentence,  and  upon  this  Oc- 
calion  very  neceffary;  that  the  Crime  which  had  deferved  fo  fe- 
vere  a Chaftilement,  might  not  be  forgot  in  Time.  In  fuch 
Cafes  the  Memory  ftands  in  need  of  the  Eyes ; for  it  with  Diffi- 
culty retains  the  Idea  of  that  which  is  grevious  to  the  Imagi. 
nation. 

Bernal  Dia ^ del  Caftillo,  and  after  him  Antonio  de  Herrera  fay, 
That  the  Liecentiate  Juan  Dia ^ was  guilty  of  this  Crime ; anti 
that  out  of  Refpeft  to'  the  Priefthood,  he  was  not  proceeded 
again  ft  as  he  deferved.  That  Privilege  might  perhaps  avail  him 
againft  their  Pens ; for  it  is  certain  that  in  a Letter  Hernan  Cortex 
writ  to  the  Emperor  on  the  30th  of  Ottober,  1520,  (for  the  which 
we  are  beholding  to  Juan  Baptifla  Ramuj , in  his  Voyages,)  he 
makes  no  mention  of  this  Prieft,  tho’  he  names  all  the  Accom- 
plices of  that  fame  Sedition;  fo  that  either  the  Crime  imputed 
to  him  is  not  true,  or  we  have  the  fame  Reafon  not  to  believe 
it,  as  Cortex  had  to  conceal  it.  The 
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The  Day  on  which  this  Sentence  was  executed,  Cortez  went 
with  fome  of  his  Friends  to  Zempoala,  where  he  was  diflurb’d 
with  various  Thoughts.  The  Boldnefs  of  thole  Soldiers  gave 
him  much  Uneafinefs : He  looked  upon  it  as  a Conlequence  of 
the  pafl  Diflurbances,  and  a Spark  of  Fire  not  quite  put  out  : 
He  was  now  to  march  forward  with  his  Troops,  and  very  pro- 
bably he  lhould  be  obliged  to  try  his  Strength  with  Motezjma ; 
a very  unequal  Difpute ; and  more  elpecially  with  Men  dil- 
united  and  lufpefted. 

He  thought  of  Haying  fome  Days  among  thofe  Caziques  his 
Friends ; and  divert  his  Troops  by  fome  fmall  Undertakings, 
to  make  fome  new  Settlements  for  fhe  Hrengthning  of  Vera 
Cm 2: : But  Hill  he  found  fome  Inconveniences ; and  from  this 
DiHurbance  of  his  Mind  refulted  an  A&ion,  which  very  much 
fhewed  the  Greatnefs  of  his  Soul  ; for  he  refolved  to  dellroy 
his  Fleet,  and  break  up  all  the  Veflels,  that  he  might  be  fecure 
of  the  Soldiers,  and  either  conquer  with  them,  or  die.  In 
which  Refolution  he  alfo  found  his  Advantage,  by  reinforcing 
his  Army  with  above  a hundred  Men,  who  were  employed  as 
Pilots  and  Mariners.  He  communicated  this  Refolution  to  his 
Confidents,  and  by  their  Means  fo  difpofed  Matters,  with 
fome  Gifts,  and  keeping  it  as  fecret  as  conveniently  they  could, 
that  the  very  Sailors  themfelves  declared  with  one  Voice,  That 
the  Ships  would  certainly  founder  by  reafon  of  the  Damage 
they  had  fuflain’d  in  that  Road,  and  by  the  bad  Quality  of  the 
Port.  Upon  which  Information,  the  Orders  which  Cortex  gave, 
feem’d  no  more  than  a neceflary  Care,  That  they  lhould 
bring  alhore  their  Sails,  Tackling,  and  Iron,  with  fuch  Planks 
as  might  be  of  Service,  and  fink  all  the  great  Veflels,  relerving 
only  Boats  for  Fiflfing : A Refolution  delervedly  applauded,  as 
one  of  the  greatefl  of  this  Conquefl  ; and  we  know  not  whe- 
ther a greater  of  the  Kind  can  be  found  in  all  Hiflory. 

Justin  relates  of  Agathocles , that  having  landed  his  Army  on 
the  Coafis  of  Afi rick,  he  burnt  his  Veflels,  to  deprive  his  Soldiers 
of  all  Means  of  Flight. 

Polienus  celebrates  the  Memory  of  Timarcbus,  General  of 
the  Etolians,  for  his  equal  Boldnefs ; and  Quintus  Fabius 
Maximus  has  left  us,  among  his  Military  Remarks,  fuch  ano- 
ther Inflance,  if  we  can  give  more  Credit  to  the  Report  of 
Front  inns,  than  to  the  Silence  of  Plutarch.  But  none  of  thefe 
Actions  are  leflen’d  by  the  Example  of  others.  And  if  we  con- 
fider  Hernan  Cortex,  with  fewer  Men  than  any  of  them,  in  a 
more  diflant  Country,  and  lefs  known,  without  any  Hopes  of 
human  Succour,  among  barbarous  People,  fo  favage  in  their 
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Cuftorrts,  with  a Tyrant  to  oppofe,  fo  proud  and  powerful, 
we  lhall  find  that  the  Undertaking  of  Cortex  was  the  greater, 
and  his  RefoJution  the  moft  heroick  : Or,  granting  to  thofe 
great  Captains  the  Glory  of  having  firft  led  the  Way,  let  us  al- 
low Cortex  that  of  having  gone  beyond  them  in  their  own 
Track. 

It  is  not  to  be  endured  that  Bernal  Diaz,  del  Caflillo , with  his 
tifual,  we  know  not  whether,  Malice  or  Sincerity,  fhould  in- 
troduce himfelf  as  a Counfellor,  upon  fo  great  an  Occafion, 
ufurping  from  Cortex  the  Glory  of  having  been  the  firft  Pro- 
jector. “ We  (fays  he)  that  were  his  Friends,  advifed  him 
“ not  to  leave  a Ship  in  the  Port,  but  to  fink  them  all.”  But 
he  knew  not  how  to  fupport  his  Ambition  ; for  a little  after, 
he  adds  ; “ And  this  Delign  of  finking  the  Ships,  he  had 
“ already  concerted,  but  defired  it  fhould  come  from  us.”  So 
that  we  are  only  beholden  to  him  for  the  Advice  which  came 
after  the  Refolution.  And  the  Remark  of  Antonio  de  Herrera 
on  the  fame  ACfion,  is  lefs  tolerable  ; for  he  affirms,  That  the 
Fleet  was  deflroyed  at  the  Inffance  of  the  Soldiers  ; and  that 
they  were  perfwaded  and  follicited  thereto  by  the  Craft  of 
Cortex,  (that  is  his  Exprefhon,)  that  he  alone  might  not  be  ob- 
liged to  make  good  the  Payment  of  the  Ships,  but  impofe  it 
upon  the  Troops.  It  doth  not  appear  that  Hernan  Cortex  was 
at  that  Time  either  in  a Place,  or  a Condition,  to  fear  any 
Civil  Difputes  with  Diego  Velajque ^ ; nor  does  this  Manner  of 
Reafoning  any  way  agree  with  the  high  Deiigns  which  he  was 
then  forming.  If  he  took  this  Account  from  the  fame  Bernal 
Dia (that  thus  prefumed,  as  fearing  fome  Part  of  the  Pay- 
ment of  thofe  Veffels  might  come  to  his  Share,)  he  fhould  have 
difregarded  it  as  the  Grumbling  of  an  interested  Perfon  : And 
if  it  was  his  own  ConjeCture,  as  he  gives  us  to  underftand,  and 
that  he,  as  an  Hiftorian,  had  the  Dexterity  to  penetrate  into 
the  Secret  of  the  ACtions  he  relates,  he  leffens  the  Credit  of  the 
AClion  by  the  Meannefs  of  the  Motive,  and  is  wanting  in  a juft 
Proportion,  by  attributing  great  EffeCls  to  ordinary  Caufes. 


CHAP. 


CHAP.  XIV. 


Cortez  having  made  a Difpofition  for  the  March , 
was  informed  that  Ships  were  feen  upon  the 
Coafts.  He  departs  for  Vera  Cruz,  and  takes 
feven  Soldiers  belonging  to  the  Fleet , commanded 
by  Francifco  de  Garay.  They  begin  their  March ; 
and  having  with  much  Difficulty  paffed  the  Moun- 
tains , the  Army  enters  the  Province  o/Zocothlan. 

l»all  O M E of  the  Soldiers  were  much  grieved  at  this 
Deftruflion  of  the  Fleet  ; but  were  ealily  brought  to 
fplyllj  Reafon,  by  the  Memory  of  the  paft  Punifhment, 
an(j  £xarnple  Gf  thofe  of  better  Underftandihg. 
They  confulted  immediately  about  the  March;  and  Hernan 
Cortex  joined  his  Troops  in  Zempoala,  which  confifted  of  Five 
hundred  Foot,  fifteen  Horfe,  and  fix  Pieces  of  Artillery,  lea- 
ving an  Hundred  and  fifty  Men  and  two  Horfes  in  Garifon  at 
Vera  Cruz,,  appointing  Captain  Juan  de  Efcalante  Governor,  a 
Soldier  of  Valour,  very  diligent,  and  one  in  whom  he  entirely 
confided.  He  ftri&Iy  charged  the  neighbouring  Caziques,  that 
during  his  Abfence  they  fhould  obey  and  refpedt  him  as  a Per- 
fon  in  whom  he  had  vefted  his  whole  Authority  ; that  they 
Ihould  take  Care  to  fupply  him  with  Provifions,  and  People  to 
help  to  build  the  Church,  and  the  Fortifications  of  the  Town, 
which  he  took  care  of,  not  fo  much  out  of  Fear  of  any  Diftur- 
bance  that  might  happen  from  the  Indians  of  that  Neighbour- 
hood, as  out  of  a Jealoufy  of  fome  Invafion  or  Surprize  from 
Diego  Velafquez,. 

The  Cazique  of  Zempoala  had  provided  two  hundred 
Tamenes , or  Indians  of  Burden,  for  the  Baggage,  and  fome 
armed  Troops  to  augment  the  Army  ; out  of  which  Hernan 
Cortez,  picked  about  four  hundred  Men,  including  in  this  Num- 
ber forty  or  fifty  noble  Indians ,■  of  the  greateft  Account  in  that 
Country.  And  tho’  he  immediately  treated  them  as  his  own 
Soldiers,  his  real  Intention  was  to  carry  them  as  Hoftages,  for 
the  Security  of  the  Church  he  left  in  Zempoala,  and  of  the  Spa- 
niards who  remained  at  Vera  Cruz,,  together  with  a young  Page 
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of  his,  whom  he  Jefc  in  Charge  with  the  Cazique,  to  learn  the 
Mexican  Language,  in  cafe  he  fhould  loofe  his  Interpreters. 
In  which  he  Ihewed  his  great  Care,  and  how  far  he  look’d  before 
him,  to  be  provided  upon  all  Events. 

When  all  Things  were  in  a Readinefs  for  the  March,  an  Ex- 
prefs  arrived  from  Juan  de  Efcalante , with  Advice,  that  fome 
Ships  were  on  the  Coall  of  Vera  Cru ^ ; without  caring  to  come 
too,  tho’  they  had  made  them  Signals  of  Peace,  and  endeavour- 
ed it  feveral  Ways.  This  was  not  an  Accident  to  be  difreguard- 
ed,  and  left  behind  ; therefore  Hernan  Cortex  went  immediately 
away  with  fome  of  his  Friends  for  Vera  Cru 7^  leaving  the  Com- 
mand of  the  Troops  to  Pedro  de  Alvarado  and  Gon^alo  de  Sando- 
val. At  his  Arrival,  one  of  the  Velfels  feem’d  to  be  at  Anchor  at  a 
confiderable  Diflance  from  the  Shore  ; and  foon  after  they  dif- 
covered  four  Spaniards  on  the  Shore,  who  drew  near  without 
any  Fear,  giving  to  underftand  they  fought  them. 

One  of  them  was  an  Efcrivano,  or  Notary,  and  the  others 
came  as  Witneffes,  of  a Notification  they  intended  to  make  to 
Cortex  in  the  Name  of  their  Captains.  They  brought  it  in 
Writing,  and  it  contained,  That  Francifco  de  Garay,  Governor 
of  the  Ifland  of  Jamaica , by  Virtue  of  an  Order  which  he  had 
from  the  King,  to  Difcover  and  People,  had  freighted  three 
Ships  with  two  hundred  and  feventy  Spaniards , under  the  Com- 
mand of  Captain  Alonfo  de  Pineda , and  taken  Poffeffion  of  that 
Land,  on  the  fide  of  the  River  of  Panuco  ; and  becaufe  he  in- 
tended to  eflablilh  a Colony  near  Naothlan , twelve  or  fourteen 
Leagues  to  the  Wellward,  intimated  to  him,  and  required, 
that  he  fhoiild  n'ot  make  any  Settlements  that  way. 

Hernan  Cortez  anfwered  the  Notary,  that  he  did  not  under- 
ftand  what  he  meant  by  his  Notification,  orthofe  Forms  of  Law. 
Rut  delired  that  the  Captain  and  he  might  meet,  and  all  Things 
lliould  be  adjulfed  after  the  moft  convenient  Manner  ; for  they 
were  all  Subjects  of  the  fame  King,  and  lay  under  an  equal 
Obligation  of  alh  fling  each  other  for  his  Service.  He  bid  them 
go  back  with  this  Meflage  : But  becauie  they  did  not  go,  but 
on  the  contrary,  the  Notary  infilled  in  a difrepeflful  Manner, 
that  he  lliould  return  a direfl  Anfwer  to  his  Notification,  he 
ordered  them  to  be  leized;  and  hid  himielf  with  his  Men  among 
fome  little  Sand  Hills,  whereof  there  are  many  on  that  Shore; 
where  he  Hay’d  all  that  Night,  and  part  of  the  next  Day,  the 
Ship  never  offering  to  llir,  or  difcovering  any  other  Delign  they 
had,  than  that  of  flaying  for  their  Meilengers  ; which  put  him 
upon  trying  whether  he  could  by  any  Stratagem  draw  any  of 
their  Men  on  Shore.  The  firft  Thing  he  thought  on,  was  to 
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order  the  Prifoners  to  be  ftripp’d,  and  four  of  his  own  Men  to 
go  to  the  Shore  in  their  Cloaths,  making  Signals  to  the  Ship 
with  their  Cloaks  and  other  Things.  The  Confequence  of  this 
Contrivance  was,  that  twelve  or  fourteen  Men,  armed  with 
Fire-Arms  and  Crofs-Bows,  came  in  a Boat  : But  the  four 
Men,  who  were  difguis’d,  retiring  that  they  might  not  be 
known,  and  anfwering  their  Call,  and  hiding  their  Faces,  they 
durft  not  land  : So  that  they  only  took  three  who  leap’d  on 
Shore,  being  more  courageous,  or  lefs  confiderate  ; the  reft  re- 
turned on  board  the  VefTel,  which,  being  thus  undeceiv’d, 
weighed  Anchor,  and  followed  her  Courfe.  Hern  an  Cortex  at 
firft  doubted  that  thefe  Velfels  might  belong  to  Diego  Velafquc^ 
and  feared  they  might  have  obliged  him  to  put  a Stop  to  his 
March  : But  the  Defigns  of  Francifco  dc  Garay  gave  him  very 
little  Uneafmefs,  as  an  Affair  which  in  Time  might  be  much 
eafier  adjufted  ; fo  that  he  returned  to  Zcmpoala  eafed  of  his 
Cares,  and  not  without  fome  Advantage  ; for  he  brought  with 
him  an  Addition  of  feven  Soldiers,  which,  in  a Place  where 
a Spaniard  was  of  fo  much  Value,  was  efteemed  a Hap- 
pinefs,  and  look’d  upon  as  a good  Recruit.  Soon  after, 
they  provided  for  their  March  ; and  upon  their  leaving  the 
Place,  drew  up  the  Army  in  Order,  forming  a Body  of  Spa- 
niards for  the  Vanguard,  and  the  Indians  for  the  Rear,  com- 
manded by  Mamegi , Tbeuche , and  Tamelli,  Caziques  of  the 
Mountains:  The  ftrongeft  of  the  Tamcncs  were  ordered  to  take 
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Charge  of  the  Artillery,  the  reft  were  referved  for  the  Bag- 
gage. In  this  Order,  with  a Party  before  to  look  out, 
they  began  their  March  on  the  lixteenth  Day  of  Augn.fl.  The 
Army  was  well  received  in  their  firft  Marches,  at  'jfalapa,  So- 
cocbima,  and  Texucla,  Towns  in  the  fame  Confederacy.  As 
they  went  along  they  fcattered  among  thofe  friendly  Indians 
the  Seeds  of  Religion,  not  fo  much  to  inform  them  of  the 
Truth,  as  to  leave  them  fufpicious  of  their  own  Errors. 
Hernan  Corteg  feeing  them  fo  docil  and  well  difpofed,  was  of 
Opinion,  that  they  fhould  erefl  a Crofs  in  every  down  they 
paffed  thro’,  fhat  at  leaft  by  this  Means  their  Worlhip  might 
be  introduced  ; but  Father  Bartolome  de  Olmedo , and  the 
Licentiate  Juan  Diag,  oppofed  this  Opinion,  perfwading  him 
that  it  might  be  a Rafhnefs  to  cruft  the  Holy  Crofs  to  Barba- 
rians ill  inftrufled,  who  might  offer  fome  Indecency  to  it,  or 
at  leaft  treat  it  after  the  fame  Manner  as  they  did  their  Idols, 
if  they  fhould  fuperftitioufly  worfhip  the  fame,  without  being 
ienhble  of  the  Myftery  which  the  Crofs  reprefented. 
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His  Piety  firft  moved  him  to  make  the  Proportion;  but 
his  good  Judgment  made  him  fenfible  of  the  Force  of  the  others 
Reafon. 

They  next  enter’d  upon  the  rough  Part  of  the  Mountain, 
the  firft  Difficulty  they  met  with  in  their  Road  to  Mexico , where 
they  buffered  very  much;  for  they  were  obliged  to  march  over 
an  uninhabitable  Mountain  three  Days,  whofe  Paths  were  over 
Precipices.  They  carried  the  Artillery  by  Strength  of  Arms, 
and  fome  Contrivances ; and  the  Badnefs  of  the  Weather  fa- 
tigued them  much.  The  Cold  was  exceffive,  and  the  Showers 
of  Rain  very  hard  and  frequent,  and  the  poor  Soldiers  having 
no  Conveniency  to  make  Barracks  at  Night,  and  no  other 
Shelter  but  their  Arms,  they  marched  to  keep  themfelves  warm, 
and  were  obliged  to  feek  for  Eafe  with  Wearinefs.  Their  Pro- 
vifions  alfo  failed  them,  the  laft  Calamity  upon  thefe  Occafions; 
and  their  Refolution  began  now  to  contend  with  their  Strength, 
when  they  gained  the  Top  of  the  Mountain:  There  they 
found  a Temple  and  a great  Quantity  of  Wood  ; but  they 
made  no  Stay,  becaufe  on  the  other  Side  they  difcovered  fome 
neighbouring  Villages,  to  which  they  marched  haftily,  to  refreffi 
themfelves,  and  there  found  Accommodation  fufficient  to  make 
them  forget  all  that  they  had  buffered. 

At  this  Place  began  the  Country  of  Zocotblan,  in  thofe 
Days  a large  and  populous  Province,  whofe  Cazique  refided  in  a 
City  of  the  fame  Name,  fituate  in  the  Valley  at  the  Foot  of 
the  Mountain. 

Hernan  Cortez  gave  him  notice  of  his  Arrival  andDefigns, 
fending  two  Zempoalan  Indians  with  the  Meffage,  who  quickly 
returned  with  a grateful  Anfwer;  and  in  a fhortTime  after  they 
difcovered  the  City,  a large  Place,  which  in  affately  manner  filled 
great  Part  of  the  Plain.  Their  Towers  and  other  Buildings  at  a 
Diftance  appeared  white,  and  becaufe  a Portuguefe  Soldier  compar- 
ed it  to  Caftilblanco  in  Portugal,  for  fome  Time  it  preferred  that 
Name.  The  Cazique  came  forth  to  receive  Cortex  with  great 
Attendance  ; but  with  a kind  of  forced  Civility,  which  fbewed 
more  of  Artifice  than  Good-will.  The  Entertainment  he  gave 
the  Troops  was  not  very  pleafant,  their  Lodging  incommo- 
dious, and  the  Provifions'  fcanty,  and  in  every  Thing  it  appeared, 
how  little  he  was  pleafed  with  his  Guefts : But  Hernan  Cortex 
ftifled  his  Refentment,  and  reprefs’d  the  Anger  of  his  Soldiers, 
that  he  might  not  give  the  Indians  any  Miftruft  of  the  Peace 
which  he  had  propofed,  when  he  treated  of  only  marching  thro’ 
their  Country,  preferring  the  Reputation  of  his  Arms,  without 
flopping  to  improve  it  by  Inore  inconfiderable  Enterprizes. 
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CHAP.  XV. 

The  Cazique  of  Zocothlan  vifits  Cortez  a fecmd 
Time , and  highly  extols  the  Greatnefs  of  Mote- 
zuma.  Cortez  refohes  to  march  by  the  IV ay  of 
Tlafcala,  of  which ‘Province,  and  the  Nature  of  its 
Government^  fome  Information  is  got  at  Xacazingo. 

H E next  Day  the  Cazique  repeated  his  Vifit,  and 
came  with  a greater  Train  of  Relations  and  Servants: 
His  Name  was  Olinteth ; he  was  a Man  of  Capacity, 
and  Lord  of  many  Towns,  and  refpefted  as  the  me  ft 
confiderable  Perfon  among  all  his  Neighbours.  Cortex  adorned 
himfelf  to  receive  him  with  all  the  ufuul  outward  Shew.  And 
this  Meeting  was  very  remarkable  ; for  after  having  received 
him  with  great  Civility,  and  the  ufual  Compliments  being  over, 
with  a becoming  Gravity,  Cortex  (believing  he  fhould  find  the 
fame  Complaint  from  him  which  he  had  heard  from  others,) 
afked  whether  he  was  a Subject  of  the  King  of  Mexico.  To 
which  the  Cazique  readily  replied,  “ Is  there  any  Man  1 pon 
“ the  Earth  who  is  not  aVaffal  and  Slave  to  Mote^uma?”  Cortez. 
might  very  eafily  have  been  difeompos’d  at  the  Cazique’s  an- 
gering him  with  another  Queftion,  which  feemed  fo  refolute 
and  lofty  ; but  he  was  fo  much  Matter  of  himfelf,  that  with 
fome  Scorn  he  told  him,  “ He  knew  very  little  of  the  World, 
for  that  himfelf  and  thofe  who  accompanied  him,  were  Sub- 
“ jeflh  of  another  King,  fo  powerful,  that  he  had  many  Subjects 
“ greater  Princes  than  Motezuma.”  The  Cazique  was  not  mov’d 
at  thefe  Words,  but,  on  the  contrary,  without  entring  into  any 
Difprute  or  Comparifon,  went  on,  recounting  the  Grandeur  ol 
his  King  as  if  he  would  not  ftay  to  be  afked,  faying  with  great 
Gravity,  That  Motezuma  was  the  greateft  Prince  then  known  in 
the  World  ; that  the  Provinces  of  his  Dominion  were  not  fo 
be  reckoned ; that  he  kept  his  Court  in  a City  impregnable, 
founded  in  the  Water  in  great  Lakes ; that  the  Entrance  to  it 
was  by  Dikes,  or  Caufeways,  with  Drawbridges  over  feveral 
Openings,  by  which  there  was  a Communication  of  the  Waters. 
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He  enlarged  much  on  the  Immenfity  of  his  Riches,  and  the 
Strength  of  his  Annies ; and  above  all  on  the  Unhappinefs  of 
thofe  who  did  not  obey  him  ; for  with  them  he  made  up  the 
Number  of  his  Sacrifices,  and  that  every  Year  above  twenty 
thoufand  Men  (Enemies,  or  Rebels)  died  upon  the  Altars  of  his 
Gods.  What  he  faid  was  true,  but  he  fpoke  it  by  way  of  Hy- 
perbole, and  it  was  ealily  perceived  that  he  was  influenced  by 
Mote^uma,  and  recounted  his  Greatnefs  rather  to  caufe  Fear  than 
Admiration. 

Hernan  Cortez  perceived  the  Defign  of  his  Difcourfe,  and 
thinking  it  neceffary  to  put  on  Refolution,  to  difappoint  thofe 
boafting  Expreflions,  anlwered,  That  he  was  already  fufliciently 
informed  of  the  Empire  and  Greatnefs  of  Mote^uma ; and  that 
were  he  a lefs  Prince  he  lhould  not  have  come  from  fuch  difl 
taut  Countries  to  make  an  Offer  of  Friendlhip  from  another 
greater  Prince  than  himfelf : That  his  Embaffy  was  peaceable, 
and  that  the  Men  who  attended  him  in  Arms  ferved  more  for 
a Shew  of  Authority  than  Force ; but  that  both  he,  and  all  the 
Caziques  of  the  Empire  muff  know,  that  he  defired  Peace  with- 
out being  afraid  of  War;  for  that  the  moft  inconfiderable  of  his 
Soldiers  was  able  to  cope  with  an  Army  of  his  King ; that  he  would 
never  draw  the  Sword  without  juft  Provocation:  But  once  drawn, 
I will  (faid  he)  put  every  Thing  before  me  to  Fire  and  Sword,  and 
Nature  will  aflift  me  with  her  Prodigies,  and  Heaven  with  its 
Lightnings ; for  it  is  the  Caufe  of  Heaven  I come  to  defend,  by 
banilhing  your  Vices,  and  the  Errors  of  your  Religion,  and  thefe 
very  Sacrifices  of  human  Blood,  which  you  account  the  Greatnefs 
of  your  King.  And  (breaking  up  the  Vifit)  he  turned  to  his  Sol- 
diers, and  laid,  “ This,  my  Friends,  is  what  we  feek,  great 
“ Difficulties,  and  great  Riches : By  the  one  we  gain  Fame, 
“ and  by  the  other  Eftates.”  With  this  fliort  Speech  he  abated 
the  Pride  of  the  Indians,  and  added  frefh  Courage  to  the  Spa- 
niards ; telling  his  Thoughts  to  all  without  Artifice  ; for  from 
the  very  Beginning  of  this  Undertaking,  God  had  fo  ftrengthen- 
ed  his  Heart,  that  altho’  he  fufliciently  confidered,  and  knew  the 
Dangers,  he  entered  upon  them,  as  if  he  had  been  fure  of  Succefs. 

The  Spaniards  flay’d  five  Days  in  Zocothlan  ; and  Cortex  quickly 
found  in  the  Cazique  another  fort  of  Refpeft ; for  the  Accommo- 
dation of  the  Troops  was  bettered;  and  they  were  more  punc- 
tual in  the  Entertainment  of  their  Guefts. 

Cortez’s  Anfwergave  him  muchUneafinefs,  and  he  difcovered 
a thoughtful  Penfivenefs,  occaftoned  by  his  own  Obfervations, 
as  he  himlelf  afterwards  confefs’d  to  Father  Bartolome  de  Olmedo. 
He  concluded  in  the  firft  Place,  that  no  Men  would  be  fo  bold 

as 
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as  to  oppofe  Motezjima : And  again,  that  they  muft  be  fome- 
thing  more,  who  talked  with  fo  much  Contempt  of  his  Gods. 

With  this  Conceit  he  obferv’d  the  Difference  of  their  Coun- 
tenances, the  Novelty  of  their  Arms,  and  the  Strangenefs  of 
their  Habit,  together  with  the  Obedience  of  their  Horfes  : And 
it  feem’d  to  him,  that  the  Spaniards  were  endued  with  fuperior 
Reafon,  when  they  argued  againft  the  Inhumanity  of  their  Sa- 
crifices,' the  Injuftice  of  their  Laws,  and  the  Permiffions  of  Sen- 
fuality  (fo  unbounded  amongftthofe  Barbarians,  that  the  greateft 
Injuries  againft  Nature  were  accounted  lawful.)  And  from  all 
thefe  Principles,  his  high  Efteem  of  them  drew  Confequences, 
to  make  him  believe,  that  fome  Divinity  dwelt  in  them.  For 
there  is  no  TJnderftanding  fo  deprav’d,  as  not  to  be  fenfible  of 
the  Deformity  of  Vice,  notwithftanding  it  be  embraced  by  the 
Inclination,  and  disfigured  by  Cuftom.  But  the  Fear  of  Mote- 
Zima,  fo  entirely  poffefs’d  him,  that  he  could  not  prevail  with 
himfelf  to  acknowledge  the  Influence  thofe  Confiderations  had 

on  his  Mind.  r 

He  refted  fatisfy’d  with  giving  what  was  neceflary  for  the 

Support  of  the  Troops : And  not  daring  to  lhow  his  Riches,  was 
fparing  of  his  Prefents,  the  greateft  of  his  Liberality  being  four 
female  Slaves,  which  he  gave  Cortez,  to  make  his  Bread,  and 
twenty  noble  Indians,  which  he  offered  as  Guides  for  the 

Army* 

There  arofe  a Queftion  about  the  Road  which  they  fhould 
chufe  for  their  March  ; and  the  Cazique  propofed  that  of  the 
Province  of  Cholula,  as  being  a fertile  Country  and  well  people  , 
whofe  Inhabitants  being  more  inclined  to  Merchandife  than 
War,  would  give  a fecure  and  commodious  Paflage  to  his 
Troops  : And  he  advifed  them  with  great  Earneftnefs  not  to 
march  by  the  Road  of  Tlafcala,  as  being  a Country  always  in 
War,  and  the  Inhabitants  of  fo  bloody  a Difpofition,.  that  they 
placed  their  Happinefs  in  making  and  keeping  Men  their  Enemies. 
But  the  principal  Indians  who  commanded  the  Zempoalans , told 
Cortez,  privately,  that  he  muft  not  confide  in  that  Advice,  or 
that  Cholula  was  a very  populous  City,  and  the  People 
depended  on.  That  in  Cholula , and  the  Towns  of  that  i n > 
Motezuma  commonly  quarter’d  his  Troops  : And  that  it  was 
very  poffible  the  Cazique  might  lead  them  into  tire  Danger 
with  an  evil  Defign  : For  the  Province  of  Tlafcala  (tho  it  were 
large,  and  the  People  warlike)  were  Confederates  and  Frien  s 
to  the  Totonaques  and  Zempoalans , which  were  in  his  rmy, 
and  made  continual  Wars  with  Motezuma : For  wiici  two 

Confiderations,  it  would  be  more  fecure  to  Marc  1 t ro  t eir 

Country  : 
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Country  : And  being  in  Company  with  their  Allies,  the  Spa- 
niards would  not  be  looked  upon  as  Strangers.  Cortex  lik’d 
what  they  faid,  and  finding  it  more  reafonable  to  trull  to  his 
Indian  Friends,  than  to  a Cazique  fo  much  affefted  to  the  In- 
terell  of  Moteguma,  he  commanded  the  Troops  to  march  to  the 
Province  of  Tlafcala , whofe  Bounds  they  in  a little  Time  dif- 
covered;  for  they  border’d  upon  thofe  of  Zocothlan  ; and  during 
the  firft  Marches  nothing  confiderable  offered : But  afterwards 
they  heard  fome  Rumours  of  War,  and  were  informed  that  the 
Country  was  in  Arms,  and  their  Defign  kept  fecret  ; for  which 
Reafon  Cortex  refolved  to  halt  in  a Town  but  indifferently 
peopled,  called  Xacagingo,  until  he  might  be  better  informed. 

Tlascala  was  at  that  Time  a Province  abounding  with  In- 
habitants, and  above  fifty  Leagues  in  Circumference  : The 
Land  was  mountainous  and  uneven,  full  of  Hills,  and  feem’d  to 
be  Branches  of  the  Mountain,  which  is  now  called  the  Great 
Cordillera.  Their  Towns,  whofe  Structure  was  rather  durable 
than  handfome,  were  built  upon  Eminences,  partly  to  make 
ufe  of  the  Advantages  of  the  Ground  in  their  Defence,  and 
partly  to  leave  the  Plains  to  cultivate.  At  firft  they  had 
Kings,  which  Goverment  lafted  fome  Years,  until  Civil  Wars 
arifing,  they  no  longer  cared  to  obey,  and  flung  off  the  Yoke. 
But  as  the  People  cannot  fubfift  of  themfelves,  (being  always  Ene- 
mies to  Subjeftion,  till  they  are  fenfible  of  the  Damages  of  Liber- 
ty^ they  formed  themfelves  into  a Commonwealth,  making  many 
Princes  to  get  rid  of  one.  They  divided  their  Towns  into  dif- 
ferent Diftrifls,  and  each  named  one  of  their  Chiefs  to  refide 
in  the  Court  of  Tlafcala , where  they  formed  a Senate,  whofe 
Refolutions  all  obeyed.  A notable  Kind  of  Ariftocracy,  which 
being  found  amongft  the  Barbarity  of  thofe  People,  diminilhes 
pretty  much  the  Credit  of  our  Politicks.  Under  this  Form  of 
Government  they  maintained  themfelves  long  againft  the  Kings 
of  Mexico , and  at  that  Time  were  in  their  greateft  Strength  ; 
for  the  Oppreflions  of  Moteguma  had  augmented  the  Number 
of  their  Confederates  ; and  they  had  now  brought  over  to  their 
Party  the  Otomies , a Nation  barbarous  even  among  Barbarians ; 
but  always  defirous  of  War,  in  which  they  knew  not  how  to 
diftinguiih  Valour  from  Cruelty. 

Cortez  having  receiv’d  this  Account,  and  not  thinking  it 
reafonable  to  defpife  it,  confulted  about  fending  Meflengers  to 
the  Republick,  to  facilitate  the  Paflage  of  his  Troops  ; which 
Meflage  he  entrufted  to  four  of  the  chiefeft  Zempoalans , in- 
ftrufting  them  by  Means  of  Donna  Marina  and  Aguilar , in  the 
Speech  they  were  to  make  to  the  Senate,  till  they  had  in  a Man- 
ner 
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ner  got  it  by  Heart:  And  he  chofe  them  out  of  thofe  who 
propoied  in  Zocotblan  the  Road  of  Tlafcala,  that  they  migh  t 
have  their  own  Advice  in  view,  and  be  the  more  interefted  in 
the  good  Succefs  of  the  Negotiation. 


CHAP.  XVI 

Cortez’j'  four  Envoys  Jet  out  for  Tlafcala.  yin  Ac- 
count of  the  Habit , and  the  Manner  how  Embajfies 
were  deliver'd  in  that  Country  ; and  of  the  Debates 
of  that  Republick  about  the  Toint  of  receiving  the 
Spaniards  in  a peaceable  Manner . 

HE  four  Zempoalans  immediately  adorn’d  themfelves 
after  the  Manner  of  Ambaffadors:  For  which  Em- 
ployment, they  put  upon  their  Shoulder  a Mantle, 
or  Tippet  of  Cotton,  wreath’d,  and  knotted  at  the 
Ends : In  the  Right  Hand  they  bore  a large  Arrow,  with  the 
Feathers  up  on  high,  and  on  the  left  Arm  a Target  made. of  a 
Shell.  The  Intent  of  the  EmbaiTy  was  known  by  the  Feathers 
of  the  Arrow  ; for  the  Red  denoted  War,  and  the  White  de- 
noted Peace  ; after  the  fame  Manner  as  the  Romans  diflinguilh  d 
by  different  Simbols  the  Feciales  and  Caduceatores.  By  thefe 
Signs  they  were  known  and  refpefled  in  their  Marches:  But 
they  could  not  go  out  of  the  high  Roads  of  the  Province  where 
they  were  travelling  ; for  if  they  were  found  without  them, 
thofe  Privileges,  held  for  facred,  loft  all  Force  and  Immunity  ; 
obferving  religioufly  this  kind  of  publick  Faith,  which  Necef- 
fity  invented,  and  placed  among  their  Laws,  as  the  Right  of 
Nations. 

With  thefe  Marks  of  their  Employment,  the  four  Envoys  of 
Cortex  entred  into  Tlafcala ; and  being  known  as  fuch,  they  were 
lodged  in  the  Calpifca,  (for  fo  they  called  the  Houfe  fet  afide  for 
the  Reception  of  Ambaffadors;)  and  the  Day  following  the  Se- 
nate met  to  give  them  Audience  in  a great  Hall,  where  they 
held  their  Councils.  The  Senators  were  . feated  according  to 
their  Seniority,  upon  low  Chairs  of  an  extraordinary  \Y  ood 
made  of  one  Piece,  which  they  called  Yopales.  As  foon  as  the 
Ambaffadors  appear’d,  they  raifed  themfelves  a little  from  their 
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Seats,  and  welcomed  them  with  moderate  Courtefy.  They 
came  in  with  their  Arrows  raifed  on  high,  and  the  Points  upon 
their  Heads ; which,  among  their  Ceremonies,  was  accounted 
the  moft  fubmiffive.  Having  paid  their  Refpe&s  to  the  Senate, 
they  walked  leifurely  up  to  the  middle  of  the  Hall,  where  they 
kneefd  down,  and  without  lifting  up  their  Eyes,  waited  for 
Leave  to  be  given  them  to  fpeak.  The  eldeft  Senator  ordered 
them  to  declare  their  Bufinefs,  and  they  feating  themfelves  on 
their  own  Legs,  one  of  them  who  was  pitch’d  upon  as  the  pro- 
pereft  Perfon  to  make  the  Speech,  delivered  himfelf  after  this 
Manner. 

Noble  Republick,  Valiant  and  Potent  Tlafcallans ; “ The 
“ Lord  of  Zempoala , and  the  Mountain  Caziques,  your  Friends, 
“ and  Confederates,  fend  you  Health ; and  wifhing  you  abun- 
“ dant  Crops,  and  the  Death  of  your  Enemies,  they  give  you 
“ to  underftand,  that  certain  invincible  Men,  are  arrived  among 
“ them  from  the  Eaft,  who  feem  to  be  Deities ; for  they 
“ fail  upon  great  Palaces,  and  make  ufe  of  Thunder  and  Light- 
“ ning,  the  peculiar  Arms  of  Heaven  : They  are  Servants  of 
“ another  God,  fuperior  to  ours,  who  is  offended  with  Tyran- 
“ nies  and  Sacrifices  of  human  Blood.  Their  Captain  is  Am- 
“ baffador  from  a very  powerful  Prince,  who  by  the  Impulfe 
“ of  his  Religion  defires  to  reform  the  Abufes  of  our  Coun- 
“ try,  and  redrefs  the  Violences  of  Motezuma ; and  having 
“ already  refcued  our  Provinces  from  the  Oppreffion  under 
“ which  they  lived,  finds  himfelf  obliged  to  pafs  thro’  your 
“ Republick,  in  his  Way  to  Mexico  ; and  defires  to  know  wherein 
“ that  Tyrant  has  offended  you,  that  he  may  take  your  Caufe 
“ in  hand,  and  add  it  to  the  reft,  which  juftify  his  Underta- 
“ king.  With  this  Notice  then  of  their  Defigns,  and  with  Ex- 
“ perience  of  their  Benignity,  we  come  before  you  to  requeft 
“ and  admoniih  you,  on  the  Part  of  our  Caziques  and  all  their 
“ Confederates,  that  you  would  admit  thefe  Strangers,  as  Men 
“ defirous  of  doing  Good,  and  Friends  to  your  Allies.  And  on 
“ the  Part  of  their  Captain,  we  affure  you,  that  he  comes  in  a 
“ peaceable  Manner,  and  only  defires  you  would  grant  him  a 
“ free  Paffage  thro’  your  Country,  believing  that  he  defires 
“ your  Good  ; and  that  his  Arms  are  the  Inftruments  of  Juftice 
“ and  Reafon,  which  defend  the  Caufe  of  Heaven,  in  their 
“ own  Nature  good  and  mild,  and  only  hurtful  to  the  Wicked, 
“ and  where  they  are  provoked.” 

Having  thus  concluded,  the  Four  raifed  themfelves  upon 
their  Knees,  and  making  a profound  Reverence  to  the  Senate, 
they  feated  themfelves  as  before,  expecting  their  Anfwer. 


The 
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The  Senators  conferred  a little  among  themfelves;  and  one  in 
the  Name  of  all  the  reft,  told  them,  That  they  admitted  the 
Propofttion  of  the  Zempoalans  and  Totonaques  their  Confederates, 
with  all  imaginable  Gratitude  ; but  that  the  Anfwer  they  were 
to  give  to  the  Captain  of  the  Strangers,  required  further  Deli- 
beration. 

Having  received  this  Anfwer,  the  Ambaffadors  retired  to 
their  Lodging  ; and  the  Senate  fhut  themfelves  in,  to  difcufs 
the  Difficulties  or  Conveniences  of  that  Propofal.  They  firft 
weighed  the  Importance  of  the  Affair,  thinking  it  worthy  of 
mature  Deliberation  ; and  they  difagreed  fo  far  in  Opinion, 
as  to  occafton  great  Difputes.  Some  were  for  granting  the  Stran- 
gers the  Liberty  of  pafhng  on,  as  they  defired  ; others  were  for 
making  War  upon  them,  and  endeavouring  to  deftroy  them  at 
once  ; others  were  for  denying  them  Paflage,  but  permitting 
them  to  continue  their  March,  provided  it  were  without  their 
Confines : Which  Difference  of  Opinion  occalion’d  much  Noife, 
without  coming  to  any  Refolution,  till  Magijcatgin,  one  of  the 
eldeft  of  the  Senators,  and  of  greateft  Authority  in  the  Repub- 
lick,  took  it  upon  himfelf,  and  caufing  Silence  to  be  made,  is 
faid  to  have  fpoke  after  this  Manner. 

“ You  well  know,  Noble  and  Valiant  Tlafcallans,  that  in  the 
“ firft  Ages  of  Antiquity,  it  was  revealed  to  our  Priefts,  and  is 
“ to  this  Day  believed  amongft  us  as  a Point  of  Religion,  that 
“ an  invincible  Race  of  Men  are  to  come  from  the  Oriental  Re- 
“ gions  to  this  World,  which  we  inhabit,  with  fuch  Dominion 
“ over  the  Elements,  that  they  fhall  found  moveable  Cities  up- 
u on  the  Seas,  making  ufe  of  Fire  and  Air  to  fubdue  the  Earth : 
“ And  tho’  among  the  Judicious,  it  is  not  believed  that  they 
“ fhall  be  Gods,  (as  the  Vulgar  apprehends  it,)  yet  the  fame 
“ Tradition  informs  us,  that  they  fhall  be  a celeftial  Race  of 
“ Men,  fo  valiant,  that  one  fhall  be  able  to  vanquifh  a thou- 
“ fand ; and  fo  good,  that  they  fhall  only  endeavour  to  make 
“ us  live  according  to  Reafon  and  Juftice.  I cannot  deny,  but 
“ that  the  great  Conformity  there  is  between  thefe  Strangers, 
“ and  thofe  Signs,  have  given  me  a very  great  Concern.  Thefe 
“ come  from  the  Eaft ; their  Arms  are  Fire,  and  Houfes  on  the 
“ Waters  are  their  Veffels.  Of  their  Valour,  you  have  already 
“ heard  from  the  Fame  of  their  Aflions  in  Tabajco  ; and  their 
“ Goodnefs  you  now  fee  acknowledged  by  your  own  very  Con- 
“ federates  ; and  if  we  caff  our  Eyes  upon  thofe  Comets  and 
“ Signals  from  Heaven,  which  have  fo  often  terrified  us,  me- 
“ thinks  they  fpeak  to  us,  and  come  as  Meffengers  of  this  great 
“ Novelty.  Who  then  will  be  fo  bold  and  raft),  (if  thefe  be  the 

“ People 
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“ People  of  our  Prophecies,)  to  try  his  Strength  with  Heaven 
“ and  treat  as  Enemies  thofe  who  come  armed  with  its  Decrees  ? 

« I at  leaf!,  for  my  own  Part,  lhall  fear  the  Indignation  of  the 
Gods,  who  rigoroufly  punifh  thofe  that  rebel  againft  them  ; 

« and  with  their  own  very  Lightning,  it  feems  as  if  they  were 
“ pointing  out  to  us  to  obey,  for  the  Threats  of  Thunder  are 
« to  all,  and  it  only  deftroys  where  it  meets  Refiftance.  But  I 
« will  fuppofe  that  thefe  Signals  are  to  be  difregarded  as  caiual, 

“ and  that  the  Strangers  are  Men,  like  us:  What  Harm  have  they 
« done  us  that  we  ftiould  confult  about  Revenge  ? Upon  what 
“ Iniury  done  to  us  fhall  we  found  this  Violence?  Shall  Tlajcala, 

“ which  maintains  its  Liberty  by  its  Victories,  and  its  Victo- 
« rieS  by  the  Juftice  of  its  Arms,  enter  voluntarily  into  - a War, 

« which  cafts  a Blemilh  upon  its  Government  and  Valour? 

“ Thefe  People  come  in  a peaceable  Manner:  Their  Requelt  is  to 
“ pafs  through  our  Republick,  which  they  do  not  endeavour 
« without  our  Permiflion:  Where  then  is  their  Crime?  Where 
“ our  Provocation?  They  arrive  at  our  Gates,  confiding  in  the 
« Protection  of  our  Friends;  and  fhall  we  loofe  our  Friends  by 
« engaging  with  thofe  who  defire  our  Friendfhip?  What  will 
« the  reft  of  our  Confederates  judge  of  this  Action?  and  what 
“ will  Fame  report  of  us,  if  five  hundred  Men  oblige  us  to  rake 
« Arms  ? Shall  we  gain  as  much  by  overcoming  them,  as  we 
« fhall  loofe  by  having  feared  them?  My  Opinion  is,  that  we 
“ admit  them  with  Courtefy,  and  grant  them  the  Paffage  they 
« defire  ; if  they  are  Men,  becaufe  their  Requeft  is  reafonable; 
« and  if  they  are  any  Thing  more,  becaufe  the  Will  of  the 

“ Gods  is  a fufficient  Motive.”  . 

The  Opinion  of  Magifcatzjn  met  with  great  Applauie,  and 
all  were  inclined  to  follow  him  with  Acclamations ; when  one 
of  the  Senators,  called  Xicotental,  defired  Leave  to  fpeak : A 
young  Man  of  great  Spirit,  who,  on  Account  of  Capacity  and 
noble  Actions,  poffefs’d  the  Poll  of  General  of  their  Army. 
Leave  being  obtained,  and  Silence  being  made,  “ Grey  Hairs, 
“ faid  he,  are  not  always  infallible  in  their  Decifions,  as  being 
“ more  inclined  to  miftruft,  than  to  aft  with  Boldnefs,  and 
« more  proper  to  perfwade  to  Patience,  than  to  valiant  Aflions. 
« I pay  all  Refpeft,  as  you  do,  to  the  Authority  and  Opinion  of 
“ Mag  if  catkin : But  you  will  not  think  it  Grange,  confidering 
« my  Age,  and  Profeffion,  that  I differ  in  Opinion,  and  per- 
“ haps  give  the  belt  Advice  ; for  when  we  are  talking  of  making 
“ War  &we  are  often  deceived  by  that  which  we  call  Prudence ; 
« for  every  Thing  that  looks  like  Fear,  is  not  Virtue,  but  a 

“ Pafiion  It  is  true,  there  is  an  Expe&ation  among  us  of  thefe 

“ Oriental 
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“ Oriental  Reformers,  whofe  Coming  is  kept  up  in  the  Prophe* 

<c  cy,  and  is  dilatory  in  convincing  its.  It  is  not  my  Intention 
“ to  make  little  of  a Report,  that  has  been  made  venerable  by 
« the  Confent  of  Ages ; but  tell  me,  I defire  you,  what  Secu- 
“ rity  have  we,  that  thefe  are  our  promiled  Strangers?  Is  it  the 
“ fame  Thing  to  come  by  the  Way  of  the  Eaft,  as  to  come  from 
“ the  Celeitial  Regions,  which  we  confider  as  the  Birth-Place  of 
« the  Sun.  The  Fire-Arms  and  great  Embarkations  which  you 
« call  Sea  Palaces,  may  they  not  be  the  EfFett  of  human  In* 
‘4  duftry,  which  are  admired,  becaufe  they  have  not  been  feen? 
“ And  perhaps  they  may  be  the  Illulions  of  fome  Inchantment, 
“ like  the  deceiving  of  the  Sight,  which  we  call  cunning  in  our 
<c  Diviners.  What  they  did  in  Tabafco , was  it  any  Thing  more 
« than  breaking  an  Army  fuperior  to  them  in  Number?  Shall 
this  be  thought  in  Tlafcala  fupernatural,  where  every  Day 
greater  Deeds  are  done,  with  the  ordinary  Force  ? And  this 
£C  great  Benignity  they  have  ufed  towards  the  Zempoalans ; may 
4‘  it  not  be  an  Artifice,,  the  more  ealily  to  gain  the  People  ? At 
“ leaf  I fhall  take  it  for  a fufpicious  Sweetnefs,  that  pleafes  the 
<c  Palate,  to  cover  the  Poifon ; for  it  is  not  of  a Piece  with  the 
“ reft,  that  we  know  of  their  Covetoufnefs,  Pride,  and  Am- 
“ bition.  Thefe  Men  (if  they  are  not  fome  Monfters*  flung 
“ up  by  the  Sea  upon  our  Coafts)  rob  our  People ; live  at  Dif- 
“ cretion  by  the  Law  of  their  own  Will,  thirfting  after  Gold 
and  Silver,  and  given  up  to  the  Delights  of  the  Land.  They 
“ contemn  our  Laws,  and  endeavour  dangerous  Novelties, 
“ both  in  Tuftice  and  Religion  : They  deftroy  our  Temples, 
“ pull  in  Pieces  our  Altars,  and  blafpheme  our  Gods;  and  is 
“ this  the  Race  you  call  celeftial?  and  can  any  one  make  it  a 
“ Doubt  whether  we  ftiould  refill  ? and  do  we  liften  without 
“ Scandal  to  the  Name  of  Peace?  If  the  Zempoalans  and  Toto- 
“ naques  have  admitted  them  into  their  Fnendlhip,  it  wds  with- 
« out  confulting  our  Republick  : They  advance  under  no  better 
“ Protection  than  the  Want  of  Thought*  which  deferves  to  be 
“ punifh’d  in  thofe  that  fupport  them.  Thefe  Impreflions  of 
“ the  Air  and  frightful  Signals,  fo  magnified  by  Magijcatyn,  do 
“ rather  perfwade  us  to  treat  them  like  Enemies,  as  eing  con 
“ ftant  Forerunners  of  Calamities  and  Miferies:  Heaven  with  its 
« Prodigies,  does  not  give  us  notice  of  what  we  wifti,  but  what  we 
“ are  to  fear ; for  thofe  Felicities  never  come  accompanied  by 
“ Terrors;  nor  does  Heaven  light  Comets  to  lull  us  alleep,  ant 
c<  to  make  us  negligent  and  carelefs.  My  Opinion  there  ore  is, 
“ that  we  join  our  Forces,  and  make  an  end  of  them  at  once  , 
“ for  they  come  into  our  Power,  mark’d  out  by  Signals  in 
y Nn  “the 
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“ the  Heavens,  purpofely  that  we  may  look  on  them  as  Op- 
“ preflors  of  our  Country,  and  of  our  Gods;  and  that  eita- 
tc  blifhing  the  Reputation  of  our  Arms  upon  their  Punilhment, 
4‘  che  World  may  perceive,  that  it  is  not  the  fame  Thing  to  be 
tc  immortal  in  Tabafco , and  invincible  in  Tlafcala. 

These  Reafons  made  greater  Imprelhon  on  the  Senate  than 
thofe  of  Mag/fcatzjn,  as  more  agreeable  to  the  Inclination  of 
the  People,  bred  up  in  Arms,  and  breathing  nothing  but  War  ; 
but  upon  difcufling  the  Matter  again,  they  refolved  (as  a Me- 
dium between  both  Opinions,)  that  Xicotental  fhould  join  his 
Troops,  and  try  his  Strength  with  the  Spaniards , fuppoling  if 
he  overcame  them,  they  preferved  the  Reputation  of  their  Na- 
tion, and  if  he  Ihould  be  beaten,  room  might  be  left  for  the 
Republick  to  treat  of  Peace,  by  laying  the  Blame  of  the  En- 
gagement upon  the  Otomies , and  declaring  it  was  a Diforder  oc- 
cafioned  by  their  unfeafonable  Fiercenefs.  For  which  End  they 
fo  difpofed  Matters,  that  the  Zempoala  Ambaffadors  were  de- 
tained in  a fort  of  an  underhand  Imprifonment,  having  in 
view  the  prel'erving  of  their  Confederates  ; for  they  vdry  well 
knew  the  Danger  of  this  War,  tho’  they  undertook  it  with 
little  Attention,  being  fo  brav'e,  that  they  depended  on  their 
own  Valour  for  the  Succefs,  but  at  the  fame  Time  . fo  cau- 
tious, that  they  kept  in  view  the  Accidents  of  a contrary  For- 
tune. 


CHAP.  XVII. 


The  Spaniards  refolve  to  draw  near  to  Tlafcala,  look- 
ing on  the  Detention  of  their  Mejjengers  ap  a had. 
Sign.  They  engage  with  a Body  of  five  thoufand 
Indians  that  lay  in  Ambufh  for  them  ; and  after- 
wards with  the  whole  Bower  of  the  Republick. 

IGHT  Days  the  Spaniards  Hay’d,  at  Xacazjngo,  ex- 
pelling the  Return  of  their  Mellengers,  whofe  Delay 
was  looked  on  as  fomething  extraordinary ; and 
Hernan  Cortex,  with  the  Approbation  of  his  Captains, 
and  the  Chiefs  of  the  Zempoalans , (for  he  ufed  to  Ihew  them  fo 
much  Favour  and  Confidence,  as  to  hear  their  Opinions,)  refol- 
ved 
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ved  to  continue  his  March,  and  draw  nearer  to  Tlafcala , in  or- 
der to  difcover  the  Intentions  of  thofe  Indians  ; conhdering, 
that  if  they  were  refolved  on  War,  (as  appear’d  by  the  firft  To- 
kens, now  confirmed  by  the  Detention  of  their  Ambaffadors,) 
it  would  be  better  to  fhorten  the  Time  of  their  Preparations, 
and  feek  them  in  their  own  City,  before  they  Iffould  have  the 
Advantage  of  joining  their  Troops,  and  engage  drawn  up  in  Or- 
der in  the  Field.  The  Army  immediately  marched  in  good 
Order,  without  omitting  any  of  the  Precautions  which  are 
wont  to  be  obferved  by  thofe  who  fet  their  Foot  into  an  Ene- 
my’s Country  ; and  taking  a Road  between  two  Mountains, 
whofe  Skirts  formed  a very  delightful  Valley,  at  little  more 
than  the  Diftance  of  two  Leagues,  they  came  to  a great  Wall, 
which  ran  from  the  one  Mountain  to  the  other,  entirely  Hop- 
ping up  the  Way : A fumptuous  and  ftrong  Piece  of  Building, 
which  fhewed  the  Power  and  Greatnefs  of  the  Owner.  The 
Outfide  was  of  hewn  Stone,  United  with  Mortar  of  extra- 
ordinary Strength.  It  was  twenty  Foot  thick,  and  a Fathom 
and  an  half  high  ; and  on  the  Top  was  a Parapet,  after  the 
Manner  of  our  Fortifications.  The  Entrance  was  narrow  and 
winding,  the  Wall  in  that  Part  dividing,  and  making  two  Walls, 
which  circularly  crolfed  each  other,  for  the  Space1  often  Paces. 
They  were  informed  by  the  Indians  of  Zocotblan,  that  the  faid 
Fortification  was  the  Boundary  of  the  Providce  of  Tlafcala , 
built  in  former  Ages  to  defend  themfelves  againft  the  Invafions 
of  their  Enemies  ; and  it  was  very  hajipy  that  they:  had  not 
poffeffed  themfelves  of  it  againft  the  Spaniards  ; wnicfi  they 
did  not,  either  becaufe  there  wanted  Room  in  this  V ork  for 
them  to  march  out  and  receive  them,  or  that  they  refolved  to 
expedd  them  in  the  open  Field,  and  iilveft  them,  with  their 
whole  Force,  and  fo  deprive  the  Inferior  m Number  of  the  Ad- 
vantage of  engaging  in  a narrow  Pafs.  _ ^ „ 

The  Spaniards  paffed  to  the  other  Side  Without  any  Dilorder 
or  Difficulty  ; and  having  again  formed  themfelves,,  continu’d 
their  March  flowly,  till  coming  out  into  a more  fpacious  Coun- 
try, the  Scouts  difcovered  at  a large  Diftance  twenty  or  thirty. 
Indians,  whofe  Plumes  (an  Ornament  only  ufed  by  Soldiers) 
denoted  that  there  were  Troops  in  the  Field.  They  came 
with  this  Account  to  Cortex,  who  ordered  them  to  return 
with  Speed , and  endeavour  to  call  them  with  Signs  of 
Peace,  without  giving  themfelves  much  Trouble  in  fol- 
lowing them;  for  the  Place  where  they  were  was  uneven, 
and  there  feemed  to  be  feveral  Hollows  and  high  Banks  ca- 
pable of  hiding  an  Ambufcade.  He  immediately  follow  d 

them 
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them  with  eight  Horfe,  ordering  his  Captains  to  advance 
leifurely  with  the  Infantry  ; for  it  is  never  right  to  march  Sol- 
diers out  of  Breath,  and  enter  into  an  Engagement  with  Troops 
that  are  fatigued. 

The  Indians  flay’d  in  the  fame  Place  till  the  flx  Horfe  of  the 
Vanguard  drew  near  ; and  without  minding  their  Calling,  and 
Behaviour  with  which  they  endeavoured  to  perfwade  them  to 
Peace,  they  turned  their  Backs,  running  till  they  incorporated 
with  a Party  a little  before  them,  where  they  fac’d  about,  and 
put  themfelves  upon  their  Defence.  At  the  fame  Time  the 
fourteen  Horfe  joined,  and  charged  that  Troop,  rather  to  dil- 
cover  the  Country,  than  for  any  Account  they  made  of  their 
fmall  Number.  The  Indians  flood  the  Charge,  lofing  but  little 
Ground,  making  ufe  of  their  Arms  fo  valiantly*  that  without 
minding  what  Damage  they  received,  they  wounded  two  Sol- 
diers and  five  Horfes.  Upon  that  the  Ambufcade  which  they 
had  prepared,  march’d  out  to  the  Afliftance  of  their  Friends, 
and  they  difcovered  a Body  of  about  five  thoufand  Men  at  the 
Time  when  the  Infantry  came  up,  and  the  Troops  formed 
themfelves  in  a Battalion,  to  fuftain  the  Fury  with  which  the 
Enemy  advanced  to  charge.  But  at  the  firft  Volley  of  the  Fire- 
Arms,  which  made  a great  Slaughter  of  their  People,  they 
turned  their  Backs  and  retired  very  haftily  ; which  firft  Confufion 
the  Spaniards  took  Advantage  of  to  dole  with  them  ; and  did 
it  with  fuch  good  Order,  and  fo  much  Refolution,  that  in  a 
fmall  Time  they  quitted  the  Field,  leaving  lixty  Men  dead  up- 
on the  Spot,  and  fome  Prifoners.  Hernan  Cortex  did  not  care 
to  follow  the  Chace,  becaufe  the  Day  was  declining,  and  he 
was  defirous  rather  to  terrify  than  deftroy  them.  The  Spaniards 
immediately  poflefled  themfelves  of  fome  little  Houfes  which 
were  in  fight,  where  they  found  Provifions,  and  palled  the 
Night  chearfully,  but  not  carelelly,  fome  taking  their  Reft, 
whilft  others  watch’d. 

The  next  Day  they  continued  their  March  in  the  fame  Or- 
der, and  difcovered  the  Enemy  a fecond  Time  in  a larger  Body 
than  before,  coming  with  much  more  Hafte  than  good  Order. 
They  marched  up  their  Troops  with  great  Noife  and  Arrogance  : 
But  difcharging  at  too  great  a Diftance,  their  Arrows  did  no 
Execution  ; and  at  the  fame  Time  began  to  retreat,  continuing 
to  difcharge  at  a great  Diftance,  and  particularly  the  Slingers, 
who  were  the  furtheft  off,  feemed  the  moft  refolute. 

Hernan  Cortez  foon  perceiv’d,  that  their  Retreat  had 
more  of  Stratagem  than  Fear  ; and  guefling  that  a greater  En- 
gagement would  enfue,  he  follow’d  the  Enemy  with  his  Forces 
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in  clofe  Order,  till  having  gained  an  Eminence  Which  interpofed 
in  the  Road,  he  difcovered  in  the  Plain,  on  the  other  fide,  an 
Army  Which,  as  it  was  faid,  .confided  of  above  forty  thoufand 
Men.  It  was  compofed  of  various  Nations,  diftinguilhed  by  the 
Colours  of  their  Enfigns  and  Plumes.  In  it  were  the  Nobles  of 
Tlafcala,  and  all  their  Confederates.  Xicotencal  commanded  in 
Chief,  who,  as  has  been  faid,  was  General  of  the  Army  of  the 
Republick  ; and  under  him  the  Auxiliary  Troops  were  com-1 
manded  by  their  own  Caziques,  or  moll:  confiderable  Soldiers. 

The  Spaniards  might  very  well  have  been  difheartned  at  the 
Sight  of  fuch  an  unequal  Force  ; but  upon  this  Occalion,  the 
Experience  they  had  gained  in  Tabafco  flood  them  in  great 
Stead,  and  Hernan  Cortex  flopp’d  but  a very  little  while  to  per- 
fwade  them  to  the  Battle;  for  he  faw  by  their  Countenances 
and  other  Demonflrations,  the  Defire  they  had  to  engage. 
They  began  prefently  to  march  down  the  Hill  with  a chearful 
Security  : And  becaufe  it  was  broken  uneven  Land,  in  which 
they  could  not  manage  their  Horfes,  neither  had  the  Fire-Arms 
their  Effefl,  difcharged  from  the  upper  Ground,  they  took 
much  Pains  to  beat  off  the  Enemy  from  thofe  Grounds  where 
they  endeavoured  to  difpute  the  Pafs : But  as  foon  as  the  Horfe 
got  into  better  Ground,  and  part  of  the  Foot  had  march’d  into 
the  Plain,  they  difpofed  themfelves  fo  as  to  make  Way  for  the 
Artillery  to  come  down,  and  the  Rear-Guard  to  form  them- 
felves. The  main  Body  of  the  Enemies  Was  at  little  more  Di- 
flance  than  Mufket-Shot,  engaging  only  with  Shouts  and 
Threats ; but  fcarce  did  our  TrOops  begin  to  move,  after  the 
Signal  given,  when  the  Indians  began  to  retire  again,  as  if  they 
had  fled  ; being  indeed  a fecond  Stratagem  of  Xicotencal ’s,  to 
gain  by  the  advancing  of  the  Spaniards , his  Defign  of  furround- 
ing and  attacking  them  on  all  Sides;  as  appeared  foon  after  ; 
for  as  foon  as  ever  they  had  them  at  a Diftance  from  the  Hill, 
which  might  have  fecured  their  Rear,  the  greateft  Part  of  their  Ar- 
my opened  to  the  Right  and  Left,  and  running  furioufly,  poflef- 
fed  themfelves  of  the  Ground  on  both  Sides  ; and  then  clofingthe 
Circle,  obtained  their  Defign  of  furrounding  their  Enemies  at 
a Diftance.  They  prefently  began  to  clofe  with  incredible  Di- 
ligence, and  draw  into  a lefs  Compafs ; and  were  fo  united  and 
refolute,  that  the  Spaniards  found  it  neceffary  to  draw  up  in  a 
Square,  facing  every  Way,  and  take  Care  of  defending  them- 
felves rather  than  of  offending  the  Enemy,  making  Amends  by 
Union,  and  a good  Difpofition  for  the  Inequality  of  Numbers. 

The  Air  was  filled  with  Arrows,  and  rent  by  their  Shouts 
and  Noife : It  rained  Darts  and  Stones  upon  the  Spaniards ; 
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and  the  Indians  being  fenfible  what  little  Effect  their  miff 
five  Arms  had  on  their  Enemy,  came  quickly  to  the  Pikes 
and  Swords.  Great  was  the  Slaughter  of  the  Indians , and 
greater  was  there  Obftinacy. 

Hern  ah  Cortez  charged  with  his  Horfe  where  he  found 
the  greateft  Occafion,  .breaking  in  and  trampling  under  Foot 
all  that  were  near  him-  The  Fire-Arms  did  them  great  Da- 
mage, and  at  the  fame  Time  occafioned  much  Terror ; the 
Artillery  did  not  make  a Shot  in  vain,  calling  Aftonilhment 
among  thofe  whom  the  Balls  fpared.  As  it  was  one  of 
their  Policies  of  "War  to  conceal  their  Wounded,  and  carry  off 
their  Dead,  a great  many  were  employed  that  Way,  and  their 
Troops  began  to  dimindh  ; fo  that  they  fell  back  to  a greater 
Diftance,  and  began  to  fight  more  cautioufly  ; but  Hernan  Cortez^ 
before  they  could  put  themfelves  in  Order  to  dole  afrelh,  re- 
refolved  to  attack  the  weakeft  Part  of  their  Army,  and  open  a 
Paffage  to  feize  fome  Poll,  whereby  he  might  extend  his  whole 
Front  againft  the  Enemy.  He  communicated  his  Intentions  to 
his  Captains  ; and  haying  placed  his  Horfe  on  the  Wings,  fol- 
lowed by  the  Foot  at  a large  Pace,  he  clofed  with  the  Indians , 
calling  aloud  upon  St.  Veter.  At  firft  they  made  fome  Refin- 
ance, plying  their  Weapons  valiantly  but  the  Fiercenefs  of  the 
Horfes  (fupernatural  or  monftruQUs  in  their  Imagination ) put 
them  into  Fear  and  Diforder,  fo  that  flying  on  all  Sides,  they 
wounded  and  trod  one  another  under  Foot,  doing  the  fame  Da- 
mage to  themfelves  which  they  feared  from  the  Spaniards. 

Pedro  de  Moron , who  was  mounted  on  a lufty  fwift 
Mare,  had  engaged  himfelf  too  far ; when  fome  principal 
Tlafcalans  (who  were  got  together  for  this  Purpofe)  feeing  him 
alone,  attacked  him,  and  having  feized  his  Lance  and  Bridle- 
Arm,  gave  the  Mare  fo  many  Wounds  that  lhe  fell  down  dead, 
and  in  an  Inftant  they  cut  off  her  Head,  fome  fay,  it  was  at 
one  Stroke  ; but  that  hyperbolical  Way  of  Speaking  does  no- 
thing alter  the  Subftance  of  the  Fafts.  Pedro  de  Moron  received 
fome  flight  Wounds,  and  was  taken  Prifoner ; but  he  was  foon 
after  relieved  by  other  Horfe,  who,  with  the  Death  of  fome 
Indians , freed  him,  and  brought  him  back  to  the  Army.  This 
Accident  was  no  way  favourable  to  the  Defign  they  had  ; for 
it  gave  the  Enemy  Time  to  return  and  clofe,  and  form  them- 
felves again  on  tfiat  Side ; fo  that  the  Spaniards  now  tired  with 
the  Engagement,  (for  it  lafted  an  Hour,)  began  to  doubt  of 
the  Succefs  ; but  making  a Virtue  of  Neceflity,  they  were 
preparing  to  renew  their  Attack,  when  at  once  the  Cries  of 
the  Enemy  ceafed,  and  there  being  a fudden  Silence  among 

that 
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that  Multitude,  they  heard  only  their  little  Kettle-Drums 
and  Horns  founding  a Retreat,  after  their  Manner,  as  prefently 
appeared  ; for  at  the  fame  Time  their  Troops  began  to  move 
off,  and  marching  flowly  for  the  Road  of  Tlafcala,  they  re- 
moved to  the  Top  of  a Hill,  and  left  the  Field  tp  their 
Enemies. 

The  Spaniards  had  Time  to  breathe  upon  this  extraordinary 
Accident,  which  appeared  to  them  miraculous,  becaufe  they 
did  not  perceive  any  natural  Caufe,  to  which  it  might  be  at- 
tributed ; but  they  underftood  afterwards  (by  Means  of  fomePri- 
foners)  that  Xicotencal  had  ordered  the  Retreat,  becau  fe  thegreateft 
Part  of  his  Commanders  being  killed  in  the  Battle,  he  durft  not 
undertake  to  manage  fo  many  Men,  without  Officers  to  com- 
mand them.  Many  of  their  Nobles  likevvife  fell,  which  made 
the  Undertaking  coft  them  dear,  and  very  great  was  the  Num- 
ber of  their  Wounded  ; but  notwithftanding  fo  great  a Lofs, 
and  that  our  Troops  were  entire,  and  they  the  People  who  re- 
treated, they  entred  their  Lodgment  triumphant,  accounting  it 
for  a Vi ftory  that  they  were  not  overcome  ; and  the  Head  of 
the  Mare,  being  all  they  had  to  ffiew  for  their  Triumph, 
Xicotencal  carried  it  before  him  upon  the  Point  of  a Spear,  and 
prefently  fent  it  to  Tlajcala , making  a Prefent  to  the  Senate  of 
that  formidable  Spoil  of  War  ; which  was  greatly  admired,  and 
afterwards  facrfficed  in  one  of  their  Temples  with  extraordinary 
Solemnity  : A proper  Vi&im  for  thofe  Altars,  and  lefs  unclean 
than  the  very  Gods  which  were  honoured  by  it. 

On  our  Side  about  nine  or  ten  Soldiers  were  wounded,  and 
fome  Zempoalans , whofe  A ffi fiance  was  of  great  Service  upon 
this  Occafion  ; for  the  Example  of  the  Spaniards  made  them 
valiant,  together  with  the  Anger  of  feeing  their  Alliance  de- 
fpifed  and  broken.  At  a little  Diflance  they  difcovered  a fmall 
Place,  feated  on  an  Eminence  which  commanded  the  Country  ; 
and  Neman  Cortex  confidering  the  Fatigue  of  his  People,  and 
how  much  Occafion  they  had  to  be  refrefhed,  confulted  about 
poffeffing  himfelf  of  that  Poll  for  their  Lodgment  ; which 
was  done  without  Difficulty  ; for  the  Inhabitants  abandoned  it 
upon  the  Retreat  of  their  Army,  leaving  in  it  Abundance  of 
Victuals,  which  helped  to  preferve  their  own  Provihons,  and 
refreffi  their  Wearinefs.  There  was  not  fufficient  Accommo- 
dation for  all  to  be  under  Cover  ; but  the  Zempoalans  took  Care 
of  themfelves,  building  Huts  in  a very  fhort  Time ; and  the 
Situation,  which  was  naturally  ftrong,  was  fecured  as  well  as 
poffible  with  fome  Works  of  Earth  and  Fafcines,  which  they 
rais’d  all  the  reft  of  the  Day,  with  as  much  Heart  and  Chear- 
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fulnefs  as  if  their  very  Work  were  Reft ; not  that  they  were 
infenlible  of  the  Danger  in  which  they  were,  or  thought  the 
War  finilh’d,  but  becaufe  they  attributed  that  to  Providence, 
which  they  could  not  fo  much  as  hope  for  from  their  own 
Strength  ; and  finding  now  that  Heaven  had  declared  in  their 
Favour,  they  looked  on  thofe  Things  as  poflible,  which  a little 
before  they  held  for  miraculous. 


CHAP.  XVIII. 

The  Tlafcalans  recruit  their  Army.  They  engage  a 
fecond  Time  with  greater  Force;  and  are  over- 
thrown and  broke  by  the  JAalour  of  the  Spaniards, 
and  by  another  new  Accident , which  puts  them  in 
Diforder. 

A R I O U S were  the  Reafonings  in  Tlafcala , upon 
the  News  of  this  ill  Succefs.  They  lamented  the 
Death  of  their  Captains  and  Caziques  in  a publick 
Manner;  and  from  this  Concern  of  theirs  fprung  diffe- 
rent Opinions.  Some  cried  out  for  Peace,  dignifying  the  Spaniards 
with  the  Name  of  immortal ; whilft  others  broke  out  into  Re- 
proaches and  Threats  againft  them,  comforting  themfelves  with 
the  Death  of  the  Mare,  the  only  Trophy  of  the  War.  MagiJ * 
catkin  boafted  he  had  forefeen  the  Succefs,  repeating  to  his 
Friends  what  he  had  reprefented  in  the  Senate,  fpeaking  of  it 
as  one  who  finds  a Vanity  even  in  the  rejedting  of  his  Advice. 
Xicotencal  from  his  Camp  defired  that  they  would  reinforce  his 
Army  with  frefti  Supplies,  leffening  his  Lofs,  and  making  ufe 
of  that  to  move  them  to  Revenge.  At  this  Time  one  of  the 
Confederate  Caziques  arrived  at  Tlafcala  with  ten  thoufand  Men, 
which  Succour  they  looked  on  as  a Providence  of  the  Gods ; 
and  their  Courage  encreafing  with  their  Forces,  the  Senate  re- 
folved  to  lift  frelh  Troops,  and  profecute  the  War  at  all  Ha- 
zard. 

Hernan  Cortez  (the  Day  after  the  Battle)  endeavoured 
only  to  put  his  Fortifications  in  better  Order,  and  furround  his 
Quarters,  adding  new  Works  to  help  the  natural  Strength  of  the 

Place. 


Book  EL  of  Mexico,  or,  New  Spain, 


Place.  He  had  a Mind  to  renew  the  Offers  of  Peace,  and  could, 
find  no  Way  to  introduce  his  Negotiation ; for  the  four  Zen »- 
poalan  Envoys  (who  were  returned  to  the  Army  by  different 
Ways)  came  terrify ’d,  and  ihfefted  the  reft.  They  had  happily 
broke  from  a ftreight  Confinement,  (where  they  were  put  the 
Day  Xicotencal  took  the  Field, ) being  deftin’d  with  their  Blood 
to  appeafe  the  God  of  War;  and  upon  the  Report  they  made  of 
this  Inhumanity,  it  did  not  feem  convenient,  nor  indeed  would 
it  have  been  eafy  to  make  others  expofe  themfelves  to  the  fame 
Danger. 

The  very  Stillnefs  of  the  Enemy  gave  him  Concern  ; for 
there  was  not  any  Rumour  of  War  in  all  the  Country  round 
about;  and  the  Retreat  of  Xicotencal  had  all  the  Signs  of  a Dif- 
pute  not  yet  ended.  He  ought  in  right  Reafon  to  have  main- 
tained this  Poft  for  his  Retreat,  in  cafe  of  Neceflity ; but  he 
found  Inconveniencies  in  that  Refolution ; for  the  Indians  would 
have  interpreted  the  (hutting  himfelf  up  in  his  Quarters,  as 
Want  of  Valour;  a Confideration  of  great  Importance,  in  a 
War  fupported  more  by  Opinion  than  Force. 

But  taking  Care  of  every  Thing,  like  a diligent  Comman- 
der, he  refolved  to  fally  out  the  next  Day  in  the  Morning  to 
gain  Intelligence,  view  the  Country,  and  difturb  the  Enemy ; 
which  he  executed  in  Perfon,  with  all  his  Horl'e,  and  two  hun- 
dred Foot,  the  one  Half  Spaniards „ and  the  other  Zempoalans. 

W e muft  own  this  Undertaking  was  dangerous,  confidering 
the  Force  of  the  Enemy,  and  in  a Country  fo  conveniently  dit- 
pofed  for  Ambu fires.  Hernan  Cortex  ftiould  have  ventured  his 
Perfon  lefs,  the  whole  Affair  depending  upon  him ; and  in  our 
Opinion,  this  Excefs  of  Bravery  is  by  no  Means  worthy  of  Imi- 
tation, by  thofe  who  command  Armies,  whofe  Safety  ought  to 
be  confider’d  as  publick,  and  whofe  Valour  is  to  infpire  others. 
We  might  excufe  him  by  the  Examples  of  feveral  great  Men,  who 
have  beenthe  firft  in  expofing  themfelves  to  the  Dangers  of  Battles, 
performing  a Part  with  their  Swords,  in  the  Execution  of  their 
own  Commands ; but  as  we  are  more  obliged  to  give  a juft  Re- 
lation of  his  Aflions,  than  to  clear  them  from  all  Blame,  we 
ftiall  leave  him  open  to  this  honourable  Objection,  which  is  in- 
deed the  beft  Fault  of  a Commander. 

They  went  fo  far  as  to  difeover  fome  Villages  in  the  Road 
to  TIafcala,  where  they  found  great  Quantities  of  Provifions,  and 
took  feveral  Prifoners ; from  whom  they  underftood,  that  Xico- 
tencal was  encamped  two  Leagues  from  thence,  not  far  from  the 
City;  and  that  he  was  railing  more  Forces  againft  the  Spaniards ; 
with  which  Account  they  returned  to  their  Quarters,  having 
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done  fome  Damage  in  the  neighbouring  Places  : For  the  Zem- 
poalans,  who  were  now  anger’d  upon  their  own  Account,  put 
every  Thing  to  Fire  and  Sword  they  met  in  their  Way  ; an  Ex- 
cefs  which  Cortex  reprimanded  faintly ; for  he  was  not  lorry  that 
the  Tlafcalans  Ihould  be  made  fenhble  how  far  he  was  from  be- 
ing afraid  of  the  War,  fince  he  provoked  them  to  it  with  fuch 
Hoffilities. 

He  prefentlyfet  at  Liberty  all  thePrifoners  he  had  made  in  that 
Sally ; and  gave  them  fuch  Entertainment  as  appeared  necei- 
fary  to  make  them  forget  their  Fear  of  the  Spaniards,  and  to 
return  with  an  Account  of  their  Benignity.  He  ordered  to  fearch 
out  ( among  the  other  Prifoners  that  were  taken  on  the  Day  of 
the  Battle,  ) thofe  who  appeared  the  molt  ingenious;  and  out  of 
thofe  he  chofe  two  or  three  to  carry  a Meflage  to  Xicotencal.  The 
Subftance  of  which  was,  That  be  was  very  much  concerned  for  the 
Lofs  bis  People  had  fuflained  in  the  Battle ; for  which  they  were  to 
blame  who  gave  the  Occafon,  by  receiving  thofe  with  Arms  who  came 
to  propofe  Peace;  that  he  did  again  require  it  of  him,  laying  afide 
entirely  all  the  Reafons  he  had  to  be  difpleafed ; but  that  if  they 
would  not  prefently  difarm,  and  accept  of  it,  they  would  oblige  him 
utterly  to  deflroy  them  at  once,  making  the  Name  of  their  Nation  a 
Terror  to  their  Neighbours.  The  Indians  departed  with  this  Mef- 
lage,  well  mllrufted  and  pleas  d,  promihng  to  return  with  the 
Anfwer ; and  but  a few  Hours  palled  before  they  made  good 
their  Word  : But  they  returned  bloody  and  ill-treated  ; for  Xi- 
cotencal order’d  them  to  be  punilh’d  for  their  Boldnefs  in  bring- 
ing him  fuch  a Propola] ; and  did  not  order  them  to  be  kill’d, 
that  they  might  return  wounded  to  the  Sight  of  Cone, ^ ; and 
that  carrying  with  them  this  farther  Proof  of  his  Refolution, 
they  might  let  him  know,  That  at  the  firjl  Rifing  of  the  Sun  he 
jbould  fee  him  in  the  Field ; that  his  Intention  was  to  carry  him 
and  all  his  People  alive  to  the  Altar  of  his  Gods,  and  appeafe  them 
with  their  Hearts  Blood;  and  that  he  did  immediately  give  him  Notice 
of  bis  Refolution,  that  he  might  have  Time  to  prepare  himfelf : Giving 
him  further  to  under (land,  that  he  was  not  accuflomed  to  leffen  the 
Glory  of  his  Victories  by  the  Carelefnefs  of  his  Enemies.  The  In- 
folence  of  this  Barbarian  occafion’d  more  Anger  than  Concern  in 
the  Mind  of  Cortex : But  he  did  not  difregard  his  Advice,  nor 
defpife  his  Counfel;  on  the  contrary,  at  the  hrft  Break  of  Day, 
he  drew  out  his  Troops  into  the  Field,  leaving  in  his  Quarters 
fuch  a Force  as  he  thought  necelfary  for  their  Defence,  and  ad- 
vancing little  lefs  than  half  a League,  chofe  a convenient  Poll, 
where  he  might  receive  the  Enemy  with  Advantage;  there  he 
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form’d  his  Ranks  as  the  Ground  would  permit,  and  agreeable  to 
the  Experience  he  already  had  of  this  War.  His  Flanks  he  fe~ 
cured  with  the  Artillery,  ordering  them  when  and  at  what  Dif 
tance  to  difcharge.  He  fent  his  Vanguard  before,  and  put- 
ting himfelf  at  the  Head  of  his  Horfe,  to  take  care  of  fuccouring 
where  it  was  needful,  he  attended  the  Succefs,  {hewing  in  his 
Countenance  the  Eafinefs  of  his  Mind,  without  having  much 
Occaiion  to  make  ufe  of  his  Eloquence  to  infiruft  and  animate 
his  Soldiers ; for  they  all  came  chearful  and  courageous,  their 
Cuftom  of  overcoming  making  them  delirous  to  engage. 

It  was  not  long  before  the  Scouts  returned  with  an  Account 
that  the  Enemy  was  upon  the  March  with  a very  powerful  Ar- 
my ; and  very  foon  after  they  difcovered  their  Vanguard. 
The  Plain  began  to  fill  with  armed  Indians  ; the  Eye  could  not 
reach  the  End  of  their  Troops,  which  covered  the  whole  Hori- 
zon. Their  Army  confided  of  above  fifty  thoufand  Men,  (as  they 
themfelves  confefs’dj  the  whole  Force  of  the  Republick,  and  all 
their  Allies,  that  they  might  take  the  Spaniards  alive,  and  carry 
them  bound,  firfl  offering  their  Blood  to  the  Gods,  and  then 
giving  their  Flelh  for  a Banquet.  They  brought  forth  into  the 
Field  a great  Eagle  of  Gold,  raifed  on  high,  the  Enfign  of 
Tlafcala,  which  they  only  made  ufe  of  in  their  greateft  Under- 
takings. They  drew  near  with  incredible  Diligence ; and  when 
they  came  within  Reach  of  the  Cannon,  the  Artillery  began  to 
put  a Stop  to  their  Speed,  ftriking  fuch  a Terror  into  them, 
that  they  Rood  Rill  fome  Time,  divided  between  Fear  and  An- 
ger: But  Anger  prevailing,  they  came  forward  in  a Throng,  till 
they  were  fo  near  as  to  make  ufe  of  their  Slings  and  Arrows, 
where  they  were  flopp’d  a fecond  Time  by  the  Terror  of  the 
Fire-Arms  and  Crofs-Bows. 

The  Engagement  continued  a long  Time  very  bloody  on  the 
Part  of  the  Indians , and  but  with  fmall  Damage  to  the  Spa- 
niards, by  reafon  of  the  Advantage  of  their  Arms,  and  the  Or- 
der and  good  Difpofition  with  which  they  gave  and  received 
the  Charge;  but  the  Indians  perceiving  the  Blood  they  lofl,  and 
that  their  own  Dilatorinefs  was  deflrutflive  to  them,  they  mo- 
ved all  at  once  ; and  the  Hindmofl  puflring  on  the  ForemoA, 
the  whole  Multitude  fell  upon  the  Spaniards  and  Zempoalans 
with  fo  much  Fury  and  Defpair,  that  they  broke  and  difordered 
them,  quite  overthrowing  that  Union  and  good  Difpofition  in 
which  they  were  formed.  There  was  then  Occafion  for  all  the 
Valour  of  the  Soldiers,  all  the  Bravery  and  Diligence  of  the  Of- 
ficers, all  the  Strength  of  the  Horfe,  and  all  the  Want  of  mili- 
tary Skill  in  the  Indians,  to  enable  them  to  form  again ; which 
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they  did  by  main  Force,  and  with  the  Death  of  all  that  did  not 
immediately  give  Way  before  them. 

At  this  lime  there  happened  an  Accident,  as  before,  by 
which  it  appeared  a fecond  Time  that  the  fpecial  Providence  of 
God  defended  his  own  Caufe:  Avery  great  Difturbance  was  per- 
ceived in  the  Enemy’s  Army  ; Troops  were  moving  to  different 
Parts,  dividing  and  turning  their  Arms  againft  e#ch  other  : Where- 
upon, they  all  retired  in  a tumultuous  Manner ; and  thofe  who 
engaged  in  the  Front,  turned  their  Backs  and  lied.  The  Spa- 
niards purfued  them  with  fome  imall  Execution  ; for  Cortex 
did  not  care  to  expofe  himfelf  to  their  charging  him  again  at 
too  great  a Diftance  from  his  Quarters. 

It  was  known  afterwards  that  the  Caufe  of  that  Difturbance, 
and  the  Reafon  of  this  fecond  Retreat  was,  that  Xicotencal,  who 
was  a paflionate  proud  Man,  and  founded  his  Authority  upon 
the  Patience  of  thofe  under  his  Command,  did,  with  too  much 
Liberty,  reprimand  one  of  the  principal  Caziques,  who  ferved 
under  him  with  ten  thoufand  Men,  calling  him  a Coward,  and 
Mean-fpirited,  for  not  advancing  when  the  reft  were  engaged ; 
which  he  returned  with  fo  much  Boldnefs,  that  it  came  to  a 
Breach  and  a Challenge  between  them  • and  in  a Ihort  Time  it 
became  the  Caufe  of  their  whole  Nation,  who  efpoufed  the 
Quarrel  of  their  Chief,  and  prepared  for  his  Defence;  with 
which  Example  other  Caziques,  who  were  his  Friends,  muti- 
nied ; and  taking  a Refolution  of  withdrawing  their  Troops  from 
an  Army,  where  their  Valour  was  fo  little  regarded,  they  put 
it  in  Execution  with  fo  much  Celerity  and  Difpleafure,  that 
they  put  all  the  reft  into  Diforder  ; and  Xicotencal  being  fenfible 
ol  his  Weaknefs,  endeavoured  only  to  fecure  himfelf,  leaving 
the  Field  and  the  Victory  to  his  Enemies. 

It  is  not  our  Intention  to  relate  this  fo  favourable  Succefs, 
and  fo  opportune  to  the  Spaniards , as  a Miracle  ; on  the  contra- 
ry, we  confefs,  that  it  was  the  cafual  Difagreement  of  thofe 
Caziques,  and  might  eafily  happen  when  a General  commanded 
of  fo  little  Temper,  and  with  fo  little  Superiority  over  the 
Confederates  of  his  Republick;  but  whoever  will  confider  this 
powerful  Army  of  Barbarians , overthrown  and  broke  to  Pieces  a 
firft  and  fecond  Time,  (an  Aflion  fcarce  to  be  fuppofed,  feeming 
luperior  to  any  human  Force,)  mull  acknowledge  in  the  very 
Cafualties  the  Hand  of  God,  whofe  ineffable  Wifdom  is  wont 
to  bring  about  his  high  Defigns  by  thofe  which  Men  call  Con- 
tingencies, making  ufe  very  often  of  that  which  he  permits,  to 
bring  about  that  which  he  is  difpofmg. 
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Great  was  the  Number  of  the  Indians  killed  upon  this 
OccaSion,  and  much  greater  that  of  the  wounded,  (as  they 
themfelves  did  afterwards  relace.)  On  our  Side  only  one  Sol- 
dier was  killed,  and  twenty  wounded,  but  fo  llightly,  that  they 
were  able  to  mount  Guard  that  Night.  But  notwithstanding  this 
Victory  was  fo  great,  and  fo  much  more  wonderful  than  the 
laft,  (for  they  engaged  with  a greater  Army,  and  the  Enemy  re- 
tired overthrown,)  yet  the  Novelty  of  having  been  broke 
and  put  into  Diforder  in  the  Battle,  made  fuch  an  Impref- 
fion  upon  fome  of  the  Spanijb  Soldiers,  that  they  returned  to 
their  Quarters  melancholy  and  dilhearten’d,  like  Men  who  had 
been  vanquish’d.  There  were  very  many  who  plainly  declar’d, 
That  they  would  not  wilfully  throw  themfelves  away  for 
Corte&  Humour  ; that  he  Should  think  of  returning  to  Vera 
Cruz,  for  that  it  was  impoihble  to  advance  any  farther  ; or, 
that  otherwife  they  would  do  it  themfelves,  leaving  him  alone 
to  his  Ambition  and  Temerity.  Hernan  Cortex  was  informed  of 
this,  and  retired  to  his  Tent,  without  endeavouring  to  reduce 
them,  cill  they  were  recovered  from  that  Fright,  and  had 
Time  to  be  feniible  how  much  they  were  miltaken  in  what  they 
propofed  : For  in  Diftempers  of  this  Kind,  halby  Remedies  ra- 
ther irritate  than  correct  ; Fear  in  Men  being  a violent  Paffion, 
which  Reafon  at  the  firSt  cannot  govern. 


CHAP.  XIX. 

Hernan  Cortez  Jiills  the  new  Difturbance  among  his 
Men.  The  People  of  Tlafcala  take  Fie  Spaniards 
for  Enchanters.  They  confult  their  Magicians ; 
and  by  their  Advice  attack  them  by  Night  in  their 
Quarters. 

H E Disturbance  among  the  Malecontents  encreafed ; 
and  the  Diligence  of  the  Captains,  together  with  the 
contrary  Opinion  of  the  better  fort,  not  being  fum- 
cient  to  reduce  them,  Hernan  Cortex  found  it  necelfary 
to  Shew  himfelf,  and  endeavour  to  bring  them  to  Reafon.  To 
which  End,  he  order’d  all  the  Spaniards  to  alfemble  in  the  Place 
of  Arms,  upon  Pretence  of  coming  to  a Refolution  upon  the 
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prefent  State  of  Affairs  ; and  placing  near  himfelf  the  moft 
Troublefome,  (a  fort  of  Favour  neceffary  for  their  better  hear- 
ing,) “ It  allows,  faid  he,  of  no  great  Difpute,  what  our  Ar- 
“ my  is  to  do,  having  gained  in  a lhort  Time  two  Battles,  in 
“ which  your  Valour,  and  the  Weaknefs  of  your  Enemies, 
f‘  have  equally  appeared.  It  is  true,  overcoming  an  Enemy  is 
not  the  finilhing  Stroke  of  a War  ; for  the  improving  a Vic- 
tory has  alfo  its  Difficulties  : And  we  muff  avoid  thofe  Dan- 
gers that  oftentimes  attend  good  Succefs,  as  Things  annexed 
to  human  Felicity.  But  this,  my  Friends,  is  not  what  gives 
me  Trouble : I Hand  in  need  of  your  Advice  upon  a greater 
Doubt.  They  tell  me,  that  fome  of  our  Soldiers  are  again 
defirous,  and  ftir  up  one  another  to  propofe,  that  we  ffiould 
retreat.  I am  willing  to  believe  they  ground  this  Opinion 
upon  fome  good  Reafon  ; but  it  is  not  right,  that  a Point  of 
fo  much  Importance  ffiould  be  treated  in  a murmuring 
“ Manner.  Tell  all  your  Opinions  freely;  do  not  difcredit 
“ what  you  earneftly  defire,  by  propofing  it  in  a criminal  Way. 
“ And  that  we  may  all  reafon  upon  that  which  is  moft  conve- 
“ nient  for  us  all,  let  us  firft  confider  the  Condition  in  which 
“ we  are,  and  refolve  at  once  upon  fomething  which  cannot  be 
“ contradicted.  This  Enterprize  was  begun  with  your  Appro- 
bation, I may  fay,  with  your  Applaufe.  Our  Refolution  was 
to  pals  on  to  the  Court  of  Mote^uma.  We  all  devoted  our 
felves  to  this  Undertaking  for  our  Religion,  and  our  King,  as 
“ alfo  for  our  Honour  and  our  Hopes.  Thefe  Indians  of  Tlaf- 
“ cala,  who  endeavour’d  to  oppoie  our  Defign  with  all  the 
“ Power  of  the  Republick  and  Confederates,  are  now  over- 
“ thrown  and  conquer’d.  It  is  not  poffible  (according  to  the 
“ natural  Courfe  of  Things)  that  they  ffiould  delay  long  to 
requeft  Peace,  or  grant  us  Paffage.  If  this  happens,  how 
greatly  will  it  add  to  our  Reputation  ? What  will  thefe  Bar- 
barians conceive  of  us,  who  already  rank  us  with  their  Gods? 
Mote^uma,  who  expected  us  with  Concern,  (as  has  appeared 
by  the  Repetition  and  Artifice  of  his  Embaffies,)  will  behold 
us  with  greater  Terror,  after  having  vanquiftied  the  Tlajca- 
lans , who  are  the  moft  valiant  Men  of  the  Country,  and 
have  by  Force  of  Arms  maintain’d  their  Liberty  againft  him. 
It  may  be  very  poffible  that  he  will  make  us  very  advanta- 
geous Offers,  fearing  left  we  ffiould  join  with  his  Rebels. 
And  very  poffible  that  this  fameDifficulty,  we  now  meet  with, 
may  be  the  Means  which  God  makes  ufe  of  to  facilitate  our 
Undertakings,  by  making  Tryal  of  our  Conftancy ; for  he 
will  not  work  Miracles  for  us,  without  making  ufe  both  of 
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“ our  Hearts  and  Hands.  But  if  we  Should  turn  our  Backs, 
“ (and  be  the  firft  that  have  been  difcouraged  by  Victories,,)  all 
<c  our  Defign  and  Labour  is  loft  at  once.  What  can  we  hope 
“ for  ? or  what  is  it  that  we  ought  not  to  fear  ? Thefe  very 
“ vanquiffi’d  People,  that  are  now  terrify’d,  and  fugitive,  will 
“ be  animated  at  our  being  dishearten’d,  and  knowing  all  the 
“ Short  Cuts  and  difficult  Paffages  of  the  Country,  they  will 
“ purfue,  and  break  us  in  our  March.  Our  Indian  Friends 
“ (who  ftand  by  us  contented  and  courageous)  will  quit  us, 
“ and  efcape  to  their  own  Country,  publishing  our  Difgrace. 
“ The  Zempoalans  and  Totonaques,  our  Confederates,  (who  are 
“ our  only  Refuge  in  the  Retreat,)  will  confpire  againft  us, 
“ lofing  the  great  Opinion  they  had  of  our  Power.  I repeat  it 
“ again,  let  every  Thing  be  maturely  conlider’d,  and  by  comparing 
“ the  Hopes  which  we  abandon,  with  the  Dangers  to  which  we 
“ expofe  our  felves,  propofe  and  deliberate  what  will  be  moil 
“ convenient  ; for  I leave  you  to  your  full  Liberty  of  Dif- 
“ courfe,  and  have  laid  before  you  the  Inconvenicncies  rather 
“ to  free  my  Opinion  from  Blame,  than  defend  it.” 

Scarcely  had  Hernan  Corte ^ finish’d  his  Difcourfe,  when 
one  of  the  diflatisfy’d  Soldiers,  convinced  by  his  Reafons,  raifed 
his  Voice,  telling  the  reft,  “ Friends,  our  Captain  asks  what  we 
“ are  to  do,  but  inftru&s  us  while  he  is  asking  : It  is  not  pol- 
“ fible  for  us  to  retire  now,  without  being  loft.’* 

The  reft  were  convinced,  confeffing  their  Error,  and  the 
other  Part  rejoiced  at  their  being  undeceiv’d;  and  it  was  refolv’d, 
by  Acclamations,  to  profecute  the  Enterprize.  The  Disturbance 
of  thofe  Soldiers  who  were  defirous  of  finding  Reft  in  the  Ifle 
of  Cuba,  being  at  that  Time  entirely  pacify ’d,  whole  Unreafo- 
nablenefs  was  one  of  the  Difficulties  which  did  moft  trouble,  the 
Mind,  and  exercife  the  Conftancy  of  Cortex  in  this  Enterprize. 

This  fecond  Rout  of  their  Army  caufedan  unufual  Trouble  in 
Tlafcala  : They  all  admir’d,  and  were  confounded.  The  com- 
mon People  cried  out  for  Peace  ; and  the  Nobles  were  unable 
to  carry  on  the  War.  Some  propos’d  to  retire  to  the  Moun- 
tains with  their  Families  ; others  faid  the  Spaniards  were  Deities, 
inclining  to  pay  them  Obedience  with  Circumftances  of  Ado- 
ration. 

The  Senate  aflembled  to  confult  how  to  reftore  their  Af- 
fairs : And  beginning  to  argue  from  their  own  Fear,  they  all 
confefled  that  the  Force  of  thofe  Strangers  appeared  to  be  more 
than  natural  : But  they  were  not  fully  perfwaded  they  were 
Gods,  efteeming  it  too  great  a Lightnefs  to  conform  their  Opi- 
nions to  the  Credulity  of  the  Vulgar  j but  were  rather  inclin’d 

to 
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to  believe  that  they  performed  fuch  wonderful  A chons  by  ma- 
gical Art.  And  coming  to  a Refolution,  that  they  ought  to  have 
Recourfe  to  the  fame  Science,  in  order  to  overcome  them,  and 
fo  take  off  the  Force  of  one  Enchantment  with  another,  they 
fummoned  their  Magicians  and  Diviners  for  this  Purpofe,  whofe 
Delufions  were  much  introduced  by  the  Devil  in  that  Country, 
and  no  lefs  reverenced.  The  Opinion  of  the  Senate  was  com- 
municated to  them,  which  they  approv’d  of  with  myfterious 
Confideration  ; giving  them  to  underftand,  that  they  knew 
what  Doubt  they  had  to  propofe,  and  had  beforehand  ftudied 
the  Cafe;  telling  them,  That  by  the  Obfervation  of  their  Cir- 
cles, and  by  their  Divinations,  they  had  fully  difcover’d  the  Se- 
cret of  this  Novelty  ; and  that  the  Whole  conliffed,  in  that,  the 
Spaniards  were  the  Offspring  of  the  Sun,  produced  by  his  own 
aflive  Quality  in  the  Mother-Earth  of  the  Oriental  Regions, 
their  greateft  Enchantment  being  the  Prefence  of  their  Father, 
whofe  warm  Influence  did  communicate  unto  them  a Kind  of 
Force  fuperior  fo  human  Nature,  and  made  them  immortal ; 
but  that  upon  his  difappearing  in  the  Weft,  the  Influence  ceafed, 
and  they  remained  dilheartned  and  wither’d,  like  the  Herbs  of 
the  Field,  reduced  to  the  Terms  of  Mortality,  like  other  Men  ; 
for  which  Confideration  it  was  neceffary  to  attack  them  by 
Night,  and  deftroy  them  before  the  Rifing  Sun  made  them  in- 
vincible. 

Thosf.  Senators  very  much  applauded  the  great  Knowledge 
of  their  Magicians,  being  fatisfy’d  that  they  had  found  out  the 
difficult  Point,  and  dilcover’d  the  Way  to  obtain  Viflory.  It 
was  contrary  to  the  Cuftom  of  this  Country  to  engage  by 
Night  ; but  as  in  extraordinary  Cafes  little  Refpeft  is  had  to 
Cuftom,  this  important  News  was  fent  to  Xicotencal , with  Or- 
ders to  attack  the  Spaniards  in  their  Quarters  on  the  Setting  of 
the  Sun,  endeavouring  to  deftroy  and  make  an  End  of  them 
before  he  ffiould  return  to  the  Eaft.  Acordingly  he  began  to 
difpofe  every  Thing  for  the  Affion,  believing  (with  fome  Ex- 
cufe)  the  Impofture  of  the  Magicians,  as  coming  to  him  autho- 
rized by  the  Opinion  of  the  Senate. 

During  this  Interim  of  Time,  the  Spaniards  had  feveral 
Rencounters  of  little  Confequence.  Some  Troops  of  the  Ene- 
mies {hewed  themfelves  on  the  Eminences  near  the  Quarters, 
who  either  fled  before  the  Spaniards  could  engage  them,  or  were 
beat  off  with  Lofs.  They  made  fome  Sallies  to  raife  Contribu- 
tions from  the  neighbouring  Villages,  where  they  ufed  the  In- 
habitants well,  and  gained  both  their  Good  Wills  and  Provifions. 
Carter  took  fpecial  Care  to  preferve  Difcipline,  and  keep  his 

People 
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People  vigilant,  during  this  Time  of  Reft  in  their  Quarters, 
He  always  had  his  Centinels  polled  at  a Diftance,  his  Guards 
mounted  with  the  utmoft  Military  Stridlnefs ; the  Horfes  flood 
fad  died  all  Night,  with  their  Bridles  upon  the  Pummels  ; the 
Soldiers  either  watch’d,  or,  if  they  relied,  lay  upon  their  Arms. 
An  Exaflnefs  which  feems  fuperfluous  to  the  Negligent,  but 
then  prov’d  very  neceffary;  for  at  the  coming  on  of  the  Night, 
deftin’d  for  the  Attack  refolv’d  on  by  the  Tlafcalans , the  Centi- 
nels difcover’d  a Body  of  the  Enemy  marching  towards  their 
Quarters  with  unaccuftom’d  Slownefs  and  Silence.  Notice  was 
given  of  it  without  any  Noife ; and  as  the  Soldiers  were  always 
prepar’d  for  fuch  Accidents,  they  immediately  mann’d  the  Works, 
and  with  great  Readinefs  difpos’d  every  Thing  that  appear’d  ne- 
ceffary for  their  Defence. 

Xicotencal  upon  the  Credit  of  his  Magicians  came  on  in- 
fenfible  of  Danger,  thinking  to  find  his  Enemies  without  Spirit 
or  Strength,  and  to  end  the  War  before  the  Rifing  of  the  Sun  ; 
but  he  brought  with  him  ten  thoufand  Men,  left  they  lhould 
not  be  difpirited  by  the  Abfence  of  the  Sun.  The  Spaniards 
let  him  draw  near,  without  making  any  Motion;  and  he  made 
a Difpolition  to  attack  the  Quarters  on  three  Sides : Which  Or- 
der the  Indians  executed  with  Speed  and  Refolution ; but  they 
met  with  fuch  a powerful  and  unlook’d-for  Refiftance,  that  many 
died  in  the  Attack,  and  the  reft  were  ftruck  with  the  more  Fear, 
by  how  much  the  greater  had  been  the  Security  with  which  they 
came.  Xicotencal  was  fenfible  (tho’  late)  of  the  Delulion  of  his 
Sorcerers,  and  of  the  Difficulty  of  his  Undertaking ; but  his 
Anger  and  Courage  would  not  let  him  confider,  and  therefore 
he  gave  Orders  for  another  Attack  to  be  made  on  all  Sides, 
and  he  return’d  to  the  Affault,  pouring  the  whole  Body  of  his 
Troops  upon  our  Defences.  We  cannot  but  acknowledge  the 
Valour  with  which  the  Indians  try’d  this  Way  of  Fight  in  the 
Night,  and  againft  a Fortification,  a Thing  altogether  new  in 
their  Way  of  making  War.  They  helped  one  another  with 
their  Shoulders  and  Arms  to  gain  the  Wall,  and  receiv’d 
Wounds,  which  they  made  larger  by  their  own  preffing  for- 
ward ; and  the  foremoft  falling,  did  not  in  the  leaft  terrify 
thofe  who  came  behind. 

The  Combat  lafted  a long  Time,  their  own  Dilorder  en- 
damaging them  no  lefs  than  our  Arms ; till  Xicotencal  being  con- 
vinc’d that  it  was  not  poffible  for  him  to  compafs  what  he  in- 
tended, order’d  the  Signal  to  be  given  for  drawing  off,  and 
thought  of  retreating.  But  Hernan  Cortex  (who  had  a warchful 
Eye  over  all,)  as  foon  as  he  found  them  blackening,  and  faw 

r r that 


The  Hiftory  of  the  Conquest  Book  II. 


that  they  return’d  in  Heaps  from  the  Wall,  fent  out  Part  of 
liis  Foot,  and  all  his  Horfe,  which  were  ready  prepar’d,  with 
Breaft-Plates  full  of  Bells,  that  by  the  Novelty  of  the  Noife 
they  might  ftrike  the  greater  Terror  : Which  fudden  Affault 
put  the  Indians  into  fuch  a Fright,  that  they  endeavour’d  only 
to  efcape,  without  making  any  Refiftance.  They  left  a con- 
fderable  Number  of  Dead  in  the  Field,  with  fome  Wounded, 
which  they  could  not  carry  off ; and  of  the  Spaniards  only  two 
or  three  were  wounded,  and  one  Zempoalan  kill’d  : An  Event 
that  feem’d  miraculous,  conlidering  the  innumerable  Multitude 
of  Arrows,  Darts,  and  Stones,  which  they  found  within  their 
Intrenchments  ; and  a Viftory,  which  for  the  Eafinefs  and 
fmall  Expence  wherewith  it  was  gained,  was  celebrated  among 
the  Soldiers  with  particular  Demonftrations  of  Joy;  though 
at  that  Time  they  were  not  fenfible  how  much  it  imported 
them  to  have  been  valiant  in  the  Night,  nor  of  the  Obliga- 
tions they  lay  under  to  the  Magicians  of  Tlajcala , whofe  Folly 
was  of  Ufe  in  this  Work ; for  it  rais’d  the  Reputation  of 
the  Spaniards  to  the  higheft  Pitch,  and  facilitated  a Peace, 
which  is  the  belt  Advantage  of  War. 


CHAP.  XX. 


The  Senate  commands  the  General  to  fufpend  the  War : 
He  refufes  to  obey ; but  on  the  contrary , defegns  to 
give  a frejh  Affault  upon  the  Spanifli  Quarters. 
His  Spies  are  difcovered  and  punijh'd.  A Treaty 
of  Teace  begins  to  be  fet  on  foot. 


HE  great  Hopes  vVhich  the  City  had  conceived,  with- 
out any  other  Reafon,  than  that  of  trufting  the 
Succefs  of  their  Arms  to  the  Favour  of  the  Night, 
being  vanilh’d,  the  Common  People  again  called  out 
for  Peace  ; the  Nobles  were  diffatisfy’d,  and  came  now  into 
the  fame  Sentiments  with  the  Populace,  though  they  made 
lefs  Noife  : The  Senators  were  difhearten’d  and  filent;  and 
the  firfl:  Thing  they  did,  was  to  punilh  their  Magicians  for 
their  own  Folly,  not  fo  much,  becaufe  Deceit  in  them  was 
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a new  Thing,  but  becaufe  they  were  alhatned  they  had  be^ 
lieved  them.  Two  or  three  , of  the  chiefeft  of  them  Were 
facrificed  in  one  of  their  Temples;  the  reft  were  reprimand- 
ed, and  found  themfelves  obliged  to  Lye  with  lefs  Liberty 
in  that  Affembly. 

After  that,  the  Senate  met  to  confult  about  the  princi- 
pal Affair,  and  all  without  Exception,  inclined  to  Peace ; grant- 
ing that  the  Judgment  of  Mag  if  catkin  had  forefeen  what  had 
befallen  them,  and  the  moft  Incredulous  confeffing,  that  thofe 
Strangers  were,  without  Doubt,  the  Celeftial  Men  mentioned 
in  their  Prophecies.  Their  firft  Refolution  was  to  difpatch  an 
Exprefs  immediately  to  Xicotencal,  with  Orders  to  fulpend  the 
War,  and  only  keep  himfelf  upon  his  Guard;  acquainting  him, 
that  they  were  treating  for  a Peace,  which  was  already  refolved 
on  the  Part  of  the  Senate,  and  that  they  would  immediately 
name  Ambaffadors  to  propofe  it,  and  to  make  the  beft  Terms 
they  could  in  Favour  of  the  Republick. 

However,  Xicotencal  was  lo  obftinately  bent  againft  the 
Spaniards , and  fo  far  blinded  by  his  Martial  Employment,  that 
he  utterly  denied  Obedience  to  this  Order,  and  anfwered  with 
Arrogance  and  Difrefpecft,  That  he  and  his  Soldiers  were  the  true 
Senate,  and  would  take  Care  of  the  Credit  of  their  Nation,  fince  the 
Fathers  of  the  Country  abandoned  it.  He  had  difpofed  Matters 
fo  as  to  affault  the  Spaniards  a fecond  Time  by  Night,  and 
within  their  Quarters ; not  that  he  made  any  Account  of  the 
paft  Divinations,  but  becaufe  he  thought  it  better  to  keep  them 
Unit  up,  that  they  might  come  alive  into  his  Hands.  But 
he  intended  to  go  upon  this  Undertaking  with  a greater  Force, 
and  better  Intelligence;  and  knowing  that  fome  Peafants  of 
the  adjacent  Villages  repaired  to  the  Quarters  with  Proviiions, 
to  exchange  them  for  Spanifb  Baubles , he  made  ufe  of  this 
Means  to  facilitate  his  Enterprize ; and  chofe  forty  Soldiers  in 
whom  he  confided,  who,  clothed  after  the  Manner  of  Peafants, 
loaded  with  Fruit,  Hens,  and  Bread  made  of  Indian  Corn,  were 
to  enter  the  Place,  and  obferve  the  Nature  and  Strength  of 
the  Fortification,  and  where  it  might  be  aflaulted  with  leaft 
Difficulty. 

Some  fay,  that  thefe  Indians  were  fent  as  Ambaffadors  from 
NXcotencal  himfelf,  with  feigned  Propofals  of  Peace,  (in  which 
Cafe  the  Inadvertency  of  our  People  would  be  more  culpable.) 
But  whether  the  Pretence  was  this,  or  the  other,  they  entere 
within  their  Quarters,  and  were  among  the  Spaniards  great  Part 
of  the  Morning  without  any  Notice  being  taken  of  their  Stay, 
till  a Zempoalnn  Soldier  gave  Notice,  that  they  went  iy 
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about,  obferving  the  Walls,  and  looking  over  them  in  a curious 
Manner;  of  which  he  prefently  gave  Notice  to  Cortex  And 
as  in  this  Kind  of  Sufpicions,  there  is  no  Sign  which  is  tri- 
vial, or  Shadow  that  has  not  a Body,  he  order’d  them  to  be 
feized  immediately ; which  was  eafily  executed.  Being  examin’d 
leparately,  they  confeffed  the  Truth  without  much  Refinance, 
lome  prefled  by  Torture,  and  others  by  the  Fear  of  it;  all 
agreeing  that  a fecond  Aflault  was  to  have  been  made  on  the 
Quarters  that  fame  Night ; for  which  Undertaking  their  General 
was  now  upon  the  March  with  twenty  thoufand  Men,  and  was 
to  wait  for  them  at  a League’s  Diftance,  in  order  to  difpofe  his 
Attacks,  according  to  the  Account  they  Ihould  bring  him  of  the 
Weaknefles  they  had  obferved  in  the  Works. 

Hernan  Cortez  was  much  concern’d  at  this  Accident,  for 
he  was  then  indifpos’d ; and  it  coft  him  more  Trouble  to  con- 
ceal his  Sicknefs,  than  to  bear  it : But  he  never  kept  his  Bed, 
or  took  Care  of  himfelf,  but  when  he  had  nothing  elfe  to  take 
Care  of.  It  is  reported  of  him , ( we  will  not  pafs  it  by  in  Si- 
lence,) That  juft  before  one  of  the  Engagements  with  the  Tlafca* 
Inns  he  had  taken  Phyfick  ; arid  that  he  mounted  his  Horle, 
made  a Difpofition  of  the  Battle,  and  engaged  without  finding 
the  Ieaft  Diforder,  or  thinking  on  the  Purge,  the  which,  by  that 
Diver  lion  of  his  Mind,,  was  deprived  of  its  a&ive  Quality,  and 
had  not  the  Effeft  until  the  next  Day.  Father  Von  Prudencio  de 
Sandoval , in  his  Hiftory  of  the  Emperor  Charles  V.  looks  upon  it 
as  a Miracle  which  God  wrought  on  him:  A Notion  which 
Philolophers  will  difpute,  to  whofe  Profeflion  it  belongs  to  ftiew 
tow,  in  this  Cafe,  the  natural  Faculty  may  be  lo  far  influenced 
by  the  Imagination,  bulled  in  greater  Matters,  as  to  ceafe  perform- 
ing its  Function ; or  how  the  Spirits,  gathering  about  the  Heart  and 
the  Head,,  draw  after  them  that  natural  Heat  which  Ihould  put 
the  Medicine  in  Motion.  Such  an  Accident,  however,  ought  not 
to  be  omitted  by  an  Hiftorian,  as  ferving  to  lhew  how  much  this 
Commander  gave  himfelf  up  to  the  vigilant  Care  of  what  he  was 
to  direct  and  order  in  the  Battle : An  Employment  which,  in 
Truth,  requires  the  whole  Man,  as  great  as  he  can  be;  and  thefe 
Confiderations.  are  fometimes  permitted  in  Hiftory,  as  propofing 
Examples,  which  animate  to  an  Imitation. 

r rJHE  *?e%ns  Xicotencal  being  now  difcovered  by  the  Con- 
fdhon  of  his  Spies,  Hernan  Cortex  gave  the  neceflary  Orders  for 
the  Defence  of  his  Quarters ; and  immediately  confidered  on  the 
Punimment  thofe  Delinquents  deferred,  being  already  con- 
demned to  Death  by  the  Laws  of  War.  But  he  thought,  that 
to  kill  them  without  the  Knowledge  of  the  Ertemy,  would  be 
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Juftice  without  Terror  : And  as  he  did  not  fo  much  want  to 
fatisfy  himfelf,  as  to  terrify  them,  he  gave  Orders,  that  the 
moft  obftinate  of  them  (which  were  fourteen  or  fifteen)  ihould 
have  fome  their  Hands,  and  the  reft  their  Thumbs  cut  off ; and 
in  this  Manner  difinifled  them,  bidding  them  tell  Xicotencal  from 
him,  that  he  was  now  waiting  for  him  ; and  that  he  lent 
them  alive,  that  he  might  not  lofe  the  Informations  they  car- 
ry’d  of  his  Fortifications. 

The  Indian  Army  (that  was  now  marching  to  the  Enter- 
prize)  was  ftruck  with  Horror  at  this  bloody  Speflacle  : They 
flood  aftonilh’d,  as  well  at  the  Novelty,  as  at  the  Rigour  (?f  the 
Puniftiment  ; and  Xicotencdl  more  than  all  the  reft  at  the  Dif- 
covery  of  his  Defigns  ; this  being  the  firft  Stroke  which  touch’d 
his  Mind,  and  began  to  ftagger  his  Refolution  ; for  he  was 
perfwaded  that  thofe  Men  could  not  have  difcovered  his  Spies, 
and  penetrated  his  Thoughts,  without  the  Help  of  fome  Divi- 
nity : On  which  Reflexion  he  began  to  be  troubled,  and 
doubtful  which  Way  he  fhould  manage  ; but  when  he  was 
now  inclined  to  refolve  on  a Retreat,  he  found  it  neceflary, 
by  another  Accident,  and  that  which  his  Obftinacy  refifted, 
was  now  done  without  his  Confent:  For  at  this  Time  feveral 
Minifters  arrived  from  the  Senate,  who,  by  their  Authority, 
informed  him,  that  he  rnuft  deliver  up  his  Staff  of  General  ; 
for  that  by  reafon  of  his  Difobedience,  and  the  Infolence  of  his 
Anfwers,  they  had  revoked  the  Power,  by  Vertue  of  which  he 
commanded  the  Arms  of  the  Republick.  They  alfo  ordered 
the  Captains  not  to  obey  him,  upon  Pain  of  being  declared 
Traytors  to  their  Country.  Now  as  this  News  came  immediate- 
ly on  the  Back  of  that  Confufion  which  the  difmembring  of  the 
Spies  had  caufed  in  all,  and  in  Xicotencal  the  Penetration  of  his 
Secret,  no  Man  was  fo  bold  as  to  reply,  but  on  the  contrary, 
fubmitted  themfelves  to  the  Commands  of  the  Republick  ; All 
that  Preparation  for  War  breaking  up  with  extraordinary  Rea- 
dinefs ; the  Caziques  marched  to  their  own  Lands ; the  Tlafca - 
Ians  took  the  Road  to  the  City,  without  expeCting  farther  Or- 
ders ; and  Xicotencal , who  was  now  lefs  refolute,  thought  him- 
felf happy  that  they  had  taken  the  Command  out  of  his  Hands, 
and  returned  to  the  City  attended  only  by  his  Friends  and  Re- 
lations; where  he  appear’d  before  the  Senate,  ill  covering  his 
Vexation  with  this  Shew  of  his  Obedience. 

The  Spaniards  were  that  Night  upon  the  Watch,  and  refted 
the  next  Day  without  being  negligent ; for  they  were  not  well 
aflured  of  the  Intention  of  the  Enemy,  tho’  the  Indians  that 
were  brought  under  Contribution  affirmed,  that  the  Army 
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was  broke  up,  and  a Treaty  of  Peace  refolded  on.  They  con-’ 
tinu’d  thus  in  Sufpence  till  the  next  Day  in  the  Morning, 
when  the  Centinels  difcovered  a Troop  of  Indians , who  feem’d 
to  them  to  come  with  Burdens  on  their  Backs  along  the  Road 
of  Tlafcala.  Hernan  Cortex  ordered  they  Ihould  retire  to  the 
Place,  and  let  them  draw  near.  At  the  Head  of  this  Troop 
came  four  Perfons  of  Rank  well  adorned,  whofe  Habit  and 
white  Feathers  denoted  Peace  : Behind  them  came  their  Ser- 
vants ; and  after  them  twenty  or  thirty  Indian  Tamenes  loaded 
with  Provisions.  Every  now  and  then  they  flopp’d,  as  fearful 
to  approach,  and  made  Signs  of  Refpe£t  and  Humility  towards 
the  Quarters,  diverting  their  Fear  with  Courtefy  : They 
bowed  their  Bodies  till  they  touch’d  the  Earth  with  their 
Hands,  then  raifing  themfelves,  and  putting  them  to  their  Lips  ; 
a Refpeft  they  only  {hewed  to  their  Princes  ; and  being  come 
nearer,  they  paid  a greater  Submiflion,  with  the  Smoak 
of  their  Cenfers.  Then  Donna  Marina  appeared  upon  the 
Wall,  and  afked  them  in  their  Language,  from  whom,  and 
for  what  Purpofe  they  came.  They  anfwered,  from  the  Se- 
nate and  Republick  of  Tlafcala,  and  to  treat  of  Peace.  Upon 
which  they  were  permitted  to  enter. 

Hernan  Cortez  received  them  with  proper  State  and  Gra- 
vity, and  they  repeating  their  Bows  and  Perfumes,  delivered 
their  Embafly,  which  conlifted  of  Several  Excufes  for  what  had 
palled,  frivolous,  but  Sufficient  in  the  main  to  fhew  their  Re- 
pentance. They  faid,  That  the  Otomies  and  Cbontales,  barba- 
rous Nations  of  their  Confederacy,  had  joined  their  Troops,  and 
made  War  contrary  to  the  Opinion  of  the  Senate,  whofe  Au- 
thority had  not  been  able  to  reprefs  the  firft  Sallies  of  their 
Fiercenefs ; but  that  they  were  now  difarmed,  and  the  Repub- 
lick very  defirous  of  Peace  : That  they  did  not  only  bring  with 
them  the  Voice  of  the  Senate,  but  of  the  Nobles  and  Common 
People,  torequeft  that  they  would  march  prefently  with  all  their 
Soldiers  to  the  City,  where  they  might  flay  as  long  as  they  pleafed 
with  Security,  and  where  they  fliould  be  Served  and  refpe£ted  as 
Children  of  the  Sun,  and  Brothers  of  their  Gods : And  laftly, 
they  concluded  their  Difcourfe  without  being  able  handfomely 
to  cover  their  Artifice  in  what  related  to  the  paft  War,  but 
with  Some  Shew  of  Sincerity  in  their  Propofition  of  Peace. 

Hernan  Cortez  a Second  Time  affefted  Severity  ; and  re- 
straining his  inward  Complacency  from  appearing  on  his  Coun- 
tenance, only  anfwered,  That  they  fliould  underftand,  and  tell 
the  Senate  from  him,  that  it  was  no  fmall  Demonftration  of 
of  his  Goodnefs  to  admit  and  hear  them,  when  they  might 
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juftly  fear  his  Indignation  as  Delinquents,  and  ought  to  receive 
Laws  as  vanquiffi’d : That  the  Peace  they  propoled  was  agree- 
able to  his  Inclination  ; but  that  they  fought  it  after  too  unjuft 
and  obftinate  a War  to  obtain  it  eaftly,  or  at  leall,  not  with- 
out Terms  and  Circumfpe&ion  : That  he  would  fee  how  they 
perfevered  in  defiring  it,  and  what  they  did  to  deferve  it  : And 
in  the  mean  Time,  he  would  endeavour  to  appeafe  the  Anger 
of  his  Captains,  and  put  a Stop  to  the  Juftice  of  his  Arms; 
fufpending  the  Punilhment  with  an  up-lifted  Arm  that  they 
might,  with  their  Amendment,  make  ufe  of  what  Time  there 
was  between  the  Threat  and  the  Blow. 

Cortez  anfwer’d  them  in  this  Manner,  to  gain  fome  Time 
to  recover  of  his  Indifpofition,  and  to  enquire  the  better  into 
the  Truth  of  their  Propolal  : For  which  End  he  thought  it 
neceffary  that  thofe  Meffengers  Ihould  return  with  Concern,  and 
doubtful,  left  the  Senate  Ihould  grow  proud  and  backward,  by 
finding  him  very  eafy,  or  defirous  of  the  Peace ; for  in  this  fort 
of  Affairs,  that  which  feems  the  fartheft  Way  about,  is  often 
the  ffiorteft  Cut;  and  Difficulties  well  managed,  are  better  than 
hafty  Refolutions. 

CHAP.  XXI. 

Ne'w  AmbaJJadors  come  from  Motezuma  to  the  Spa- 
nifh  Quarters,  to  obfirucl  the  Peace  ‘with  Tlafcala. 
The  Senate  perfeveres  in  defiring  it ; and  Xico- 
tencal  takes  upon  himfelf  the  Negotiation. 

H E Fame  of  the  Spaniards  encreafed  with  thefe  Victo- 
ries ; and  Motezuma,  who  had  frequent  Accounts  of  what 
pafled  in  Tlafcala , by  the  Obfervation  of  his  Minifters, 
and  the  Diligence  of  his  Couriers,  began  to  be  more 
apprehenfive  of  his  Danger,  when  he  faw  that  warlike  Nation, 
which  had  fo  often  refilled  his  Armies,  fubdu’d  and  vanquilh’d 
by  fo  final  1 a Number  of  Men.  He  greatly  admired  the  Acftions 
which  were  reported  of  thofe  Strangers ; and  feared,  that  when 
once  the  Tlafcalans  were  reduced  to  their  Obedience,  they  might 
make  ufe  of  their  Rebellion,  and  of  their  Arms,  and  aim  at 
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greater  Matters  to  the  Damage  of  his  Empire.  But  it  is  very 
remarkable,  that  in  the  Midit  of  fo  many  Perplexities  and  Suf- 
picions,  he  did  not  bethink  himfelf  of  his  Power,  and  go  about 
forming  an  Army  for  his  Defence  and  Security;  on  the  contra- 
ry, without  attempting  (by  I know  not  what  fuperior  Genius 
that  over-awed  his  Spirit)  to  affemble  his  People,  in  order  to 
make  War,  he  made  ufe  of  political  Arts,  and  was  flufluating 
among  gentle  Means.  At  that  Time  he  had  in  view  to  break 
the  Union  of  the  Spaniards  and  T/afcalans , and  he  did  not  think 
amifs  ; for  where  there  wants  Refolution,  Prudence  is  wont  to 
be  very  watchful  and  careful.  To  this  End,  he  refolved  to  fend 
a new  Embaffy  and  Prefent  to  Cortez.  The  Pretence  was  to 
congratulate  the  good  Succefs  of  his  Arms,  and  his  affifting  him  to 
chaitife  the  Infolence  of  his  Enemies  the  Tlafcalans ; but  the  princi- 
pal End  was,  to  defire,  with  new  Inftances,  that  he  would  not  think 
of  coming  to  his  Court,  laying  before  him  greater  Difficulties, 
which  oblig’d  him  not  to  grant  Permiffion.  The  Arabafladors 
had  fecret  Inftru£fions  to  look  into  the  State  of  the  Tlafcalan 
War,  and  endeavour  (in  cafe  there  was  a Talk  of  Peace,  and 
the  Spaniards  feemed  inclinable)  to  divert  and  obftruit  the 
Conclufion,  without  difcovering  their  Prince’s  Concern,  or  quit- 
ting their  Negotiation,  till  they  had  given  him  an  Account,  and 
waited  his  Orders. 

Five  Mexicans  of  the  greateft  Rank  among  the  Nobility 
came  with  this  Embaffy;  and  travelling  with  fome  Circum- 
fpeflion  on  the  Borders  of  Tlafcala , arrived  at  the  Quarters  a lit- 
tle after  the  Miniilers  of  the  Republick  were  departed.  Hernan 
Cortex  received  them  with  great  Kindnefs  and  Courtefy ; for 
Mote^uma\  Silence  had  given  him  fome  Uneafinefs.  He  heard 
the  Embaffy  gracioufly,  and  received  the  Prefent  with  Thanks, 
(being  worth  about  a thoufand  Pieces  of  Eight,  in  feveral  Pieces 
of  light  Gold,  befides  other  Curiofities  of  Feathers  and  Cotton,) 
but  did  not  give  them  his  Anfwer  at  that  Time,  becaufe  he 
was  defirous  they  ffiould,  before  their  Departure,  fee  the  Tlafca- 
lans reduced,  and  defiring  Peace ; neither  did  they  follicite  to 
be  difpatch’d,  becaufe  they  alfo  defired  to  ftay  there.  But  it 
was  not  long  e’er  they  difcovered  the  whole  Secret  of  their  In- 
ftru&ions;  for  they  told  what  they  ffiould  have  conceal’d,  by 
asking,  with  little  Difcretion,  that  which  they  came  to  be  in- 
formed of;  and  in  a fhort  Time  all  Motezjimas  Fear  was  known, 
as  alfo  of  what  Importance  the  Peace  of  Tlafcala  was,  in  order 
to  bring  him  to  Reafon. 

The  Republick,  in  the  mean  time,  defiring  to  convince  the 
Spaniards  of  their  Sincerity,  fent  Orders  to  the  neighbouring 
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Villages,  to  furnifb  the  Quarters  with  Provilions,  commanding 
them  not  to  receive  any  Price  for  them;  which  was  punctually 
executed,  and  they  had  Plenty  of  all  Things;  the  Peafants  not 
daring  co  receive  the  leaft  Return.  Two  Days  after  they  difco- 
vered  on  the  Road  that  led  to  the  City  a confiderable  Troop  of 
Indians , who  drew  near  with  the  Enligns  of  Peace;  of  which 
Cortex  being  advifed,  gave  Orders  to  admit  them;  and  to  receive 
them,  mixed  among  his  own  Attendance,  the  Mexican  Ambaf- 
fadors,  making  them  believe,  that  he  trufted  them  with  that 
which  he  defired  they  fhould  know.  The  Chief  of  thefe  Tlaf- 
calans  was  Xicotencal  himfelf,  who  undertook  the  Charge  of 
treating  and  concluding  this  great  Affair;  whether  to  fatisfy 
the  Senate,  by  attoning  with  this  Action  for  his  paft  Rebellion, 
or  that  he  was  perfwaded  Peace  was  neceffary,  and  being  ambi- 
tious of  Glory,  did  not  care  that  the  Good  of  the  Republick 
Ihould  be  owing  to  another.  He  was  attended  by  fifty  Gentle- 
men of  his  Party  and  Parentage,  well-drefled  after  their  Man- 
ner. He  was  of  more  than  a middle  Stature,  well-made,  ra- 
ther Lufty  than  Corpulent : His  Habit  was  a white  Mantle,  put 
on  after  a handfome  Manner,  and  fome  Jewels  in  their  proper 
Places : His  Face  was  of  no  agreeable  Proportion,  but  yet  fuch 
as  infufed  RefpeCl,  and  more  obfervable  for  its  Boldnefs  than 
Deformity.  He  came  before  Cortex  with  the  free  Air  of  a Sol- 
dier ; and  having  paid  his  Refpefts,  took  his  Seat,  told  who  he 
was,  and  began  his  Speech  : Gonfeffingthathe  was  wholly  to  blame 
for  the  paft  War,  believing  that  the  Spaniards  were  Favourers 
of  Mote^uma,  whole  Name  he  abhor ’d ; but  that  now,  as  the 
firft  Witnefs  of  their  gallant  Aflions,  he  came  with  the  Merit  of 
aPerfon,  fubmitting,  to  put  himfelf  into  the  Hands  of  his  Con- 
queror ; hoping  by  this  Submiffion  and  Acknowledgement,  to 
obtain  Pardon  for  his  Republick,  whofe  Name,  Power,  and  Au- 
thority he  had,  not  to  propofe,  but  with  all  Submiffion,  to  re- 
queft  Peace,  and  to  accept  it  upon  his  own  Terms : That  he 
alked  it  once,  and  twice,  and  thrice,  in  the  Name  of  the  Se- 
nate, Nobles,  and  Commons  of  Tlafcala , entreating  him  with 
all  Earneftnefs  to  honour  the  City  immediately  with  his  Pre- 
fence, where  he  Ihould  find  Quarters  provided  for  all  his  Men, 
and  all  the  Refpeft  and  Service  he  could  expecft  from  chofe  who, 
being  brave,  fubmitted  to  entreat  and  obey  : But  he  would  on- 
ly pray  him  (and  that  not  as  a Condition  of  the  Peace,  but  as 
the  Efteft  of  his  own  Goodnefs)  that  the  Inhabitants  might  be 
well  ufed,  and  their  Gods  and  Wives  prote&ed  from  Military 
Liberty. 
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Cortez  was  fo  pleafed  with  the  Difcourfe  and  Freedom 
of  Xicotencal , that  he  could  not  forbear  {hewing  it  in  his 
Countenance  to  thofe  who  flood  by  ; buffering  himfelf  to 
be  carried  away  by  a Refpefl  due  to  valiant  Men ; but  he  or- 
dered Donna  Marina  to  tell  him  fo,  that  he  might  not  think  it 
was  the  Propofal  with  which  he  was  fo  much  pleafed ; and  he 
again  took  up  his  Gravity,  to  lay  before  him,  not  without  fome 
Vehemence,  how  little  Reafon  his  Republick  had  to  make  fuch 
an  unjuft:  War,  and  for  him  to  foment  fuch  a Piece  of  Injuftice 
with  fo  much  Obftinacy.  Upon  which  he  enlarged  as  far  as 
was  neceffary,  without  being  tedious,  and  after  having  exag- 
gerated the  Crime,  to  enhance  the  Value  of  the  Pardon,  he 
concluded,  granting  the  Peace  they  defired,  and  that  he  would 
not  offer  Violence  to  any  one,  or  opprefs  them  in  the  March  of 
his  Army.  To  which  he  added,  that  when  he  went  to  their 
City,  he  would  give  them  Notice  of  it  in  Time,  and  make  the 
neceffary  Difpofttions  for  his  Entry  and  Quarters. 

Xicotencal  was  much  concerned  at  this  Delay,  looking  on 
it  as  a Pretence  for  the  better  examining  into  the  Sincerity  of 
the  Treaty  : And  turning  his  Eyes  upon  the  Audience,  “ You 
“ have  Reafon  (faid  he)  Great  Teules  (fo  they  call’d  their 
“ Gods)  to  chaftife  our  Sincerity  with  your  Diftruft  : But  if  it 
“ be  not  fufficient  to  gain  your  Belief,  when  the  whole  Repub- 
“ lick  of  Tlafcala  fpeaks  to  you  by  me,  I,  who  am  the  Captain- 
“ General  of  their  Armies,  and  thefe  Gentlemen  of  my  Reti- 
“ nue,  who  are  the  principal  Nobles,  and  greateft  Captains  of 
“ my  Nation,  will  remain  as  Hoftages  for  your  Security,  and 
“ continue  in  your  Power,  or  be  imprifoned  during  the  whole 
“ Time  you  fhall  ftay  in  our  City.”  Reman  Cone ^ was  much 
fatisfy’d  with  this  Offer  : But  as  he  always  defired  to  appear  Su- 
perior, he  anfwer’d,  That  there  was  no  Occalion  for  fuch  an 
Argument  to  convince  him,  that  they  delired  that  which  was 
fo  much  for  their  Intereft ; nor  did  his  Men  ftand  in  need  of 
Hoftages  to  enter  their  City  in  Security,  and  maintain  them- 
felves  there  without  Fear,  as  they  had  already  maintained  them- 
felves  in  the  midft  of  their  Armies  ; but  that  the  Peace  remain- 
ed firm,  and  fecured  in  his  Word  ; and  he  would  march  as  foon 
as  he  could  difpofe  Matters  for  it.  With  this  he  broke  up  the 
Conference,  and  waited  upon  them  as  far  as  the  Gate  of  his 
Quarters,  where  he  again  embraced  Xicotencal ; and  giving  him 
his  Hand  afterwards,  told  him  at  parting,  That  he  would  no 
longer  delay  the  returning  of  his  Vifit,  than  only  the  ftiort 
Time  that  was  neceffary  to  difpatch  the  Ambaffadors  of  Mote- 
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Vtma.  Which  Words  gave  fufficient  Life  to  the  Negotiation, 
tho’  they  feemed  to  drop  by  Chance. 

He  then  flay’d  with  the  Mexicans ; and  they  made  a Jeft  of 
the  Peace,  and  of  thofe  who  propofed  it,  proceeding  fo  far  as 
to  blame  (and  not  without  a difpleaflng  Liberty)  the  Eafinefs  with 
which  the  Spaniards  buffered  themfelves  to  be  perfwaded  ; and 
turning  to  Cortex,  they  told  him,  as  by  way  of  Inftru&ion, 
That  they  much  wonder’d  fo  wife  a Man  fliould  not  have  found 
out  the  Tlafcalans ; a barbarous  People,  who  fupported  them- 
felves more  by  their  Deceits  than  their  Forces  : That  he  fliould 
look  well  to  what  he  was  doing  ; for  that  they  only  endea- 
voured to  fecure  him,  to  take  an  Advantage  of  his  Carelefnefs, 
to  deftroy  both  him  and  his  Men;  but  when  they  faw  that  he 
flood  fixed  to  his  Word,  and  could  not  refufe  Peace  to  them 
that  defired  it,  nor  be  wanting  to  the  Honour  of  his  Arms 
they  flood  for  fome  Time  thoughtful ; the  Refult  of  which 
was  to  defire  him  (their  Perfwaflon  being  now  turned  to  a 
Requeft)  that  he  would  delay  his  March  to  Tlafcala  for  fix 
Days,  in  which  Time  the  two  Chiefeft  of  their  Number  fliould 
go  and  inform  their  Prince  of  what  had  pafled,  and  the  reft 
would  flay  there  to  expefl  his  Refolution ; to  which  Hernan 
Cortex  did  agree;  for  he  did  not  think  it  proper  to  break 
through  the  Refpefl  due  to  Mote^uma,  nor  lay  afide  all  the 
Hopes  which  this  Piece  of  Service  might  do  him  ; it  being  pof- 
fible  he  might  by  this  remove  thofe  Difficulties  he  made  of 
buffering  himfelf  to  be  feen : And  fo  he  made  his  Advantage  of 
the  Inclination  he  found  in  the  Tlafcalans  and  Mexicans , and 
thus  raifed  the  Reputation  of  the  Peace,  caufing  it  to  be  defired 
by  fome,  and  feared  by  others. 


The  End  of  the  Second  Book. 
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BOOK  III. 


CHARI. 

An  Account  of  the  JAoyage  of  thofe  fent  by 
Cortez  into  Spain;  'with  the  Oppofition  and 
Impediments  that  retarded  their  Dijpatches. 


T is  now  reafonable  that  we  return  to  the 
Captains  Alonfo  Hernandez^  Porto  Carrero 
and  Franc  if co  de  Montejo,  who  fail’d  from 
Vera  Cruz^  with  the  Prefent,  and  Letters 
for  the  King  ; the  firft  Account,  and 
the  firft  Tribute  of  Neva  Spain.  They 
had  a profperous  Voyage,  tho’  they  might  have  run  a 
Rifque  by  not  complying  literally  with  their  Orders  ; the 

A Inter- 


2 


The  Hiftory  of  the  Conquest  Book  TIL 

Interpretation  of  which  very  often  ruins  Affairs,  and 
rarely  hits  with  the  Intention  of  the  Superior. 

Francifco  de  Montejo  had  a certain  Farm  allotted  for 
his  Share  in  the  Ifland  of  Cuba,  near  the  Havana  ; and 
when  they  came  in  Sight  of  Cape  St.  Anton,  he  propofed  to 
his  Companions  and  the  Pilot  Juan  de  Alaminos  to  put 
in  there,  and  furnifh  themfelves  with  fome  Provifions, 
to  help  them  out  in  their  Voyage  : For  this  Dwelling 
being  fo  far  from  the  City  of  St.  Jago,  where  Diego  Ve- 
lafquez  refided,  they  thought  they  did  but  very  little  dif- 
obey  the  Subftance  of  the  Order  Cortex  had  given  them, 
to  keep  at  a Diftance  from  Diego  Felafquezs  Government. 
He  obtained  his  Defire,  and  enjoy’d  the  Satisfaction  of  fee- 
ing his  Home  ; and  ran  the  Rifque  not  only  of  lofing  the 
Veffel,  but  alfo  the  prefent,  and  the  whole  Bufmefs  with 
which  he  was  intrufted:  For  Diego  Velafquez>  whom  his 
Jealoufy  of  Cortex  kept  continually  watchful,  had  diftri- 
buted  Spies  among  all  the  .'Habitations  on  the  Coafi,  to 
give  him  an  Account  of  whatfoever  happened,  fufpeCling 
that  Cortex  would  fend  fome  of  his  Ships  to  the  Ifland  of 
St.  Domingo,  to  give  an  Account  of  his  Difcovery,  and 
afk  Succour  of  the  Religious  Governors ; which  Applica- 
tion he  was  defirous  to  prevent  and  obflruCh  By  this 
Means  he  was  prefently  acquainted  with  what  paffed  in  the 
Dwelling  of  Montejo  ; and  in  a very  few  Hours  difpatched 
away  two  light  Sailors,  well  manned  and  furnilhed  with 
Artillery,  with  Orders  to  take  that  Ship  of  Cortex  at 
all  Rifques.  This  was  put  in  Execution  with  fo  much 
Celerity,  that  the  Pilot  Alaminos  had  Occalion  for  all  his 
Skill  and  good  Fortune  to  avoid  the  Danger  which  hazard- 
ed all  the  Advances  made  in  Nerp  Spain. 

Bernal  Diaz  del  Caflillo  refle&s  with  very  little  Reafon 
on  the  Reputation  of  Francifco  de  Montejo,  (worthy  of  better 
Treatment,  both  on  Account  of  his  Quality  and  Cou- 
rage.) He  charges  him  with  betraying  the  Truft  which 
Cortex  had  repofed  in  him ; and  fays,  he  went  afhore  to  his 
Houfe,  with  a Defign  to  fet  afide  the  Voyage,  by  giving 
Diego  Velafquez  an  Opportunity  of  feizing  the  Ship  ; that 
he  writ  him  a Letter  of  Advice,  and  lent  it  by  a Sailor, 
who  fwam  alhore;  and  other  Circumftances  without 
Foundation ; in  which  he  afterwards  contradi&s  himfelf, 
by  mentioning  particularly  with  what  Refolution  and 
A&ivenefs  Francifco  de  Montejo  oppofed  the  Agents  and 

Favourers 
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Favourers  of  Diego  Velafque % at  the  Court;  but  writes 
alfo,  that  the  Envoys  of  Cortex  did  not  find  the  Emperor 
in  Spain ; and  affirms  feveral  other  Matters,  by  which 
’tis  ealily  perceived  with  what  Facility  he  gave  Ear  to 
every  Thing : And  ’tis  neceffary  to  read  his  Works  with 
Caution,  where  he  has  not  been  informed  by  his  own 
Eyes.  In  fine,  they  continued  their  Courfe  by  the  Chan- 
nel of  Bahama  ; Anton  de  Alaminos  being  the  fir  ft  Pilot 
who  threw  himfelf  into  the  Danger  of  thofe  Currents  ; 
and  at  that  Time  there  was  Occafion  for  all  the  Violence 
with  which  the  Waters  precipitate  themfelves  between  the 
Lucaian  Iflands  and  Florida , to  pafs  quickly  into  the  open 
Sea,  and  fruftrate  the  Defigns  of  Velafque^ 

The  Weather  favoured  them;  and  they  arrived  at  Se- 
vill  in  October,  in  an  unlucky  Conjuncture ; for  there 
they  found  the  Chaplain  Benito  Martin,  who  came  to  the 
Court  (as  we  have  laid)  to  follicite  the  Intereft  of  Diego 
Velafque z,  to  whom  he  had  fent  his  Commiffion  of  the 
King’s  Lieutenant,  and  was  waiting  for  an  Veflel  to  re- 
turn to  Cuba.  This  Accident  appeared  very  extraordina- 
ry to  the  Chaplain,  who  employ’d  all  his  Care  and  In- 
tereft, complaining  of  Hernan  Cortex,  and  thofe  who  came 
in  his  Name,  before  the  Minifters  of  the  Contratation 
(as  they  now  call  it)  of  the  Indies,  that  is,  the  Direftors  of 
the  Trade,  declaring,  That  that  Ship  belong’d  to  his  Ma- 
fter  Diego  Velajque and  all  that  was  in  her,  as  belong- 
ing to  his  Conqueft : That  the  landing  on  the  Provinces 
upon  the  Continent  was  done  by  Stealth,  and  without  Au- 
thority, Cortex  and  thofe  with  him,  having  made  ufe  of 
that  Fleet  which  Diego  Velafque ^ had  equipped  for  the 
fame  Enterprize  : That  the  Captains  Porto  Carrero  and 
Montejo  ought  to  be  feverely  puniffied,  or  at  leaft  the  Vef- 
fel,  with  her  Cargo,  ought  to  be  feiz’d,  till  fuch  Time  as 
they  proved  their  Right,  and  by  whofe  Authority  they 
had  a Commiffion. 

Diego  Velafque^  had  many  Friends  in  Sevill ; for  he  pre- 
fented  liberally,  and  feemed  to  be  in  the  Right ; at  leaft, 
in  doubtful  Cafes,  People  are  ufed  to  interpret  as  they 
would  have  it.  Finally,  the  Chaplain’s  Charge  was  admit- 
ted, and  the  Veflel  feiz’d,  the  Envoys  of  Cortes c being  per- 
mitted to  refort  to  the  King  upon  good  Security.  With 
this  Permiffion  the  two  Captains,  and  the  Pilot  Alaminos, 
departed  for  Barcelona , believing  they  ffiould  find  the 

Court 
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Court  in  that  City ; but  they  came  juft  as  the  King  was 
gone  to  Corunna , whither  he  had  fummon’d  the  Eftates  of 
Caftile,  and  prepared  his  Navy  to  pafs  over  into  Flanders, 
having  now  been  fome  Time  preffed  by  the  Germans  to 
accept  of  the  Imperial  Crown.  They  did  not  think  fit  to 
follow  the  Court,  to  prevent  being  obliged  to  difcourfe  in 
hafte  on  a Matter  of  fuch  Importance,  which  being  loft 
in  the  Hurry  of  the  Journey,  would  be  little  regarded  for 
its  Novelty,  for  want  of  being  duly  confidered.  Upon 
which  Reflexion  they  took  the  Road  of  Medellin,  with  a 
Defign  to  vifit  Martin  Cortex,  and  try  if  they  could  per- 
fvvade  him  to  go  with  them  to  the  Prefence  of  the  King, 
and  authorize  by  his  grey  Hairs  and  Reprefen tation  the 
Inftances  of  his  Son.  They  were  received  by  that  venera- 
ble old  Man  with  all  the  Tendernefs  they  could  expetft 
from  a troubled  and  difconfolate  Father,  who  had  already 
bewailed  the  Death  of  a Son,  in  whom  now  he  found,  to- 
gether with  the  News  of  his  Life,  as  much  to  admire  in  his 
Actions,  as  to  celebrate  in  his  Fortune. 

He  determined  to  go  prefently  with  them  ; and  being  in- 
formed where  the  Emperor  (for  fo  we  fhall  call  him  now) 
was,  they  believed  he  would  make  fome  Stay  in.  Tordejillas 
to  take  Leave  of  his  Mother,  the  Queen  Donna  Juana,  and 
difpatch  fome  Affairs  relating  to  his  Journey.  There  they 
attended  the  Coming  of  the  Emperor,  had  their  firft  Au- 
dience, and  were  favoured  by  an  opportune  Accident; 
for  the  Minifters  at  Sevill  not  daring  to  detain,  by  way 
of  Embargo,  what  came  on  account  of  the  Emperor,  it 
happen’d  that  Cartels  Prefent,  and  the  Indians  of  the  new 
Conqueft,  arrived  at  the  fame  Time ; with  which  Accident 
the  News  they  brought  was  better  heard,  reconciling  to 
the  Eyes  the  ftrange  Things  they  had  heard;  for  thofe' 
Curiolities  of  Gold,  valuable  for  the  Art,  as  well  as  Mat- 
ter, the  curious  fine  Works  of  Feathers  and  Cotton,  and 
thofe  rational  Creatures  of  fuch  extraordinary  Phyfiog- 
nomy,  that  they  looked  like  Men  of  another  Species,  were 
fo  many  other  Teftimonies  to  make  his  wonderful  Account 
believed. 

The  Emperor  heard  them  with  a very  grateful  Ear ; and 
the  firft  Motion  of  his  Royal  Mind  was  to  turn  to  God, 
and  give  him  humble  Thanks,  that  new  Kingdoms  were 
difcovered  in  his  Time,  where  he  might  introduce  his  holy 
Name,  and  fpread  the  Gofpel.  He  had  feveral  Conferences 
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with  them,  and  informed  himfelf  very  carefully  of  the 
Affairs  of  that  new  World,  of  the  Dominions  and  Forces  of 
Moteguma,  of  the  Quality  and  Capacity  of  Cortex  He 
afked  the  Pilot  Alaminos  fome  Queftions  concerning  the  Na- 
vigation. He  ordered  the  Indians  Ihould  be  carried  to  Se- 
' vill , that  they  might  preferve  their  Healths  better  in  a more 
temperate  Climate;  and  by  what  could  be  gathered  at  that 
Time  of  his  good  Difpofition  to  encourage  that  Underta- 
king, his  Refolves  would  have  been  Ihort  and  favourable, 
if  he  had  not  been  taken  up  with  other  Affairs  of  the  ut- 
moft  Importance.  There  came  Letters  every  Day  from 
the  Cities,  with  Propofitions  little  refpe&ful.  Cajii/e  com- 
plained that  her  Cortes  were  oblig’d  to  aflemble  in  Galicia  ; 
the  Kingdom  was  jealous  that  the  Empire  would  be  a Bur- 
den upon  them  ; and  their  Obedience  was  mixed  with 
Proteftations.  In  fhort,  by  little  and  little,  the  Seed  of  the 
enfuing  Rebellion  of  the  Commons  began  to  take  Root 
among  the  People : They  all  loved  the  King,  and  all  loft 
their  Refpect : They  were  troubled  at  his  Abfence,  and 
lamented  the  Want  of  him.  And  this  natural  Love  con- 
verted into  Pafffon,  or  not  properly  difpofed,  in  a ihort 
Time  threaten’d  the  Lofs  of  his  Dominion.  The  Empe- 
ror refolved  to  haften  his  Journey,  that  he  might  be  at  a 
Diftance  from  their  Complaints;  and  put  it  in  Execution 
accordingly,  believing  he  Ihould  return  in  a fhort  Time, 
and  without  much  Difficulty,  correfl  thofe  ill  Humours 
he  left  in  Motion ; but  with  Refpefl:  to  thofe  high  Motives 
which  obliged  him  to  take  that  Voyage,  we  cannot  but  ac- 
knowledge, he  ran  a very  great  Rifque.  And  in  Truth,  he 
confiders  but  little  his  Health,  who  runs  into  Excefles,  up- 
on a Suppolition  that  he  fhall  find  Remedies  in  Time  of 
Neceffity. 

Upon  Account  of  thefe  Difturbances,  the  Demand  of 
Cortex  was  referred  to  Cardinal  Adrian  and  the  Aflembly  of 
Prelates  and  Minifters,  who  were  of  his  Council  in  the  Go- 
vernment, during  the  Abfence  of  the  Emperor,  with  Or- 
ders, that  after  a Hearing  before  the  Council  of  the  Indies , 
they  ffiould  take  a Medium  in  the  Pretenfions  of  Diego  Vela (• 
que^,  and  encourage  the  Difcovery  and  fpiritural  Conqueft 
of  that  Land,  which  now  was  known  by  the  Name  of  New 
Spain.  The  Prefident  of  this  Council  (which  was  formed 
fome  few  Days  before ) was  Juan  Rodrigue 3;  de  Fanfeca  Bifhop 
of  Burgos , affifted  by  Hernando  de  Vega  Lord  of  Grajal,  Don 
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Francijco  de  Zapata,  Don  Antonio  de  Padilla  of  the  Royal 
Council,  and  Pedro  de  Martir  of  Angleria,  Protonotary  of 
Aragon.  The  Prefident  was  very  well  {kill’d  in  the  Affairs 
of  the  Indies , of  which  he  had  the  Management  a long 
while,  and  all  gave  Way  to  his  Authority  and  Experience. 
He  openly  favoured  Diego  Velafquez,  either  for  that  the 
Chaplain’s  Reafons  weighed  with  him,  or  elfe  for  the  good 
Opinion  he  had  of  the  Governor. 

Bernal  Diaz,  del  Caftillo  relates  the  Caufe  of  this  Partiality 
with  a tedious  Indecency.  But  as  he  only  fays  what  he 
heard,  ’tis  likely  there  is  little  or  nothing  in  it.  That  which 
cannot  be  denied  is,  that  the  Caufe  of  Cortez,  buffered  much 
by  what  he  urged  againft  him,  giving  an  ill  Name  to  his 
Conqueft,  and  treating  it  as  a Crime  of  evil  Confequence: 
He  reprefented  that  Diego  Valafquez,  by  Vertue  of  the  Title 
given  him  by  the  Emperor,  was  Chief  of  the  Undertaking, 
and  in  Juftice,  of  the  Means  by  which  it  was  profecuted : 
He  urg’d  the  little  Reliance  there  was  on  a Man  in 
Rebellion  againft  his  own  Superior,  and  how  much  fifth 
Principles  of  Sedition  ought  to  be  feared  in  Provinces  fo  re- 
mote : He  protefted  the  Damages  which  might  enfue  : And 
laftly,  he  laid  fo  great  a Strefs  upon  his  Reprefentation, 
that  he  put  both  the  Cardinal,  and  thofe  of  the  Affembly 
to  a Stand. 

They  were  very  fenfible  that  he  appeared  over  zealous 
in  the  Caufe  of  Velajquez  ; yet  they  would  not  prefume  to 
determine  fo  important  a Point  againft  fo  able  a Minifter ; 
nor  did  they  hold  it  convenient  to  give  Cortez  Occafion  of 
Diftruft,  when  he  was  fo  employed,  and  when  they  were 
in  Truth  obliged  to  him  for  the  greateft  Difcovery  that  had 
been  made.  Thofe  Doubts  and  Oppofitions  retarded  their 
Refolution  after  fuch  a Manner,  that  the  Emperor  returned 
from  his  Journey,  and  other  Agents  arrived  from  Cortez, 
before  they  came  to  any  Determination  upon  his  Pretenfions. 
All  that  Martin  Cortez  and  his  Friends  could  obtain, 
was,  an  Allowance  of  fome  Part  of  the  Treafure  for  their 
Expences,  out  of  thofe  Effects  which  were  feiz’d  at  Sevill ; 
with  which  moderate  Supply  they  were  two  Years  in  the 
Court,  following  the  Councils,  like  unregarded  Pretenders ; 
the  Intereft  of  the  Monarchy  at  that  Time  being  made  a 
particular  Affair,  contrary  to  the  many  Inftances,  where 
particular  Intereft  is  made  that  of  the  Publick. 
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CHAP.  II. 

Motezuma  endeavours  to  break  the  ‘Peace  of 
Tlafcala.  The  People  of  that  RepuUick  con- 
tinue their  Inftances.  Hernan  Cortez  puv- 
fues  his  March , and  makes  his  Entry  into 
that  City. 

U R I N G the  fix  Days  that  Hernan  Cortex  con- 
tinued in  his  Quarters  to  comply  with  the  Mexi- 
cans, it  was  known  by  frelh  Experience,  with 
what  Earneftnefs  the  People  of  Tlafcala  defied 
Peace ; and  how  jealous  they  were  of  the  diligent  Negotia- 
tions of  Mote^uma.  The  Ambalfadors,  which  were  expected, 
came  within  the  prefixed  Time,  and  were  received  with  the 
ufual  Civility.  There  came  fix  Gentlemen  of  the  Royal 
Family,  with  a fplendid  Attendance,  and  another  Prefent 
like  the  former,  but  fomething  greater  in  Value.  One  of 
them  fpoke,  and  (not  without  premeditated  Words,  and 
much  enlarging)  laid  before  them  how  much  the  fupreme  Em- 
peror (and  at  the  mentioning  of  his  Name,  they  all  humbled 
themfelves  very  low)  defired  to  be  a Friend  and  Confede- 
rate of  the  Great  Prince,  whom  the  Spaniards  obey’d,  whofe 
Majefty  appeared  with  fo  great  a Luff  re  in  the  Valour  of 
his  Subjefts,  that  he  found  himfelf  inclined  to  pay  a pearly 
Tribute,  dividing  with  him  thofe  Riches  with  which  he 
abounded;  for  that  he  held  him  in  great  Veneration,  confider- 
ing  him  as  the  Offspring  of  the  Sun,  or,  at  leaft,  Lord  of  all 
thofe  moll  happy  Regions,  where  Light  is  firft  produced.  But 
that  two  Conditions  were  necelfarily  previous  to  this  Agree- 
ment : Firft,  that  Hernan  Cortex  and  his  People  Ihould  make 
no  League  with  thofe  of  Tlafcala ; for  that  it  would  by  no 
Means  be  right,  after  being  fo  much  obliged  by  the  Gifts  of 
Mote^uma,  to  take  part  with  his  Enemies ; and,  fecondly, 
that  they  fhould  lay  afide  all  Thoughts  of  a Defign  which 
was  neither  poflible  nor  reafonable;  as  was  their  marching 

into  Mexico ; for  that  by  the  Laws  of  the  Empire  the  King 
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could  not  fuffer  himfelf  to  be  feen  by  Strangers,  nor  would 
his  Subje&s  permit  it : That  they  ihould  ferioufly  conflder 
the  Dangers  of  both  thofe  ralh  Undertakings;  for  that  the 
Tlafcalans  were  fo  inclined  to  Treachery  and  Robbery,  that 
they  would  only  endeavour  to  make  lure  of  them,  in  order 
to  be  revenged,  and  make  their  Advantage  of  that  Gold, 
wherewith  the  Emperor  had  enriched  them : And  that  the 
Mexicans  were  fo  zealous  for  their  Laws,  and  fo  flubborn  a 
People,  that  his  Authority  would  not  be  fufficient  to  keep 
them  under ; nor  could  the  Spaniards  have  juft  Reafon  to 
complain  of  what  they  Ihould  fuffer,  after  they  had  been 
fo  often  admonilhed  of  that  which  they  were  undertaking. 
Thus  did  the  Mexican  deliver  himfelf.  And  all  the  Embaflies 
and  Cares  of  Moteajima  tended  to  endeavour  to  hinder  the  Spa- 
niards from  coming  nearer.  After  the  Prefages  which  had  hap- 
pened, he  look’d  upon  them  with  Horror,  and  with  a dif- 
fembled  Obedience  to  his  Gods,  made  that  a Point  of  Reli- 
gion which  was  only  his  Faintheartednefs.  Cortex  at  that 
Time  fufpended  his  Anfwer ; and  only  faid,  ’Twas  but  rea- 
fonable  they  Ihould  reft  after  their  Journey,  and  that  he 
would  difpatch  them  very  foon.  He  delired  they  Ihould  be 
Witneffes  of  the  Peace  of  Tlafcala ; and  likewife  thought  it 
of  Importance  to  detain  them,  left  Mote^uma  Ihould  be 
concerned  at  the  Account  of  his  Refolution,  and  begin  to 
put  himfelf  upon  his  Guard ; for  he  knew  how  unprovided 
he  was  at  that  Time,  and  with  what  Facility  he  could  form 
his  Armies. 

These  Embaflies,  to  which  the  TIafcalans  attributed  the 
Delay  of  Cortex,  gave  them  fo  much  Uneaftnefs,  that  the 
Government  came  to  a Refolution  (as  the  laft  Proof  of  their 
Affeftion)  to  go  to  his  Quarters  in  the  Form  of  a Senate, 
in  order  to  conduct  him  to  their  City,  determining  not  to 
return  till  they  had  convinced  him  of  the  Sincerity  of  their 
Treaty,  and  broke  off  the  Negotiations  of  the  Mexicans. 
The  Appearance  was  folemn  and  numerous  with  Orna- 
ments and  Feathers  of  a Colour  denoting  Peace.  The  Se- 
nators were  brought  in  Chairs  upon  the  Shoulders  of  infe- 
rior Officers,  and  MagiJcatzjn  (who  always  favoured  the 
Spaniards ) in  the  moft  honourable  Place,  as  alfo  the  Father 
of  Xicotencal,  a venerable  old  Man,  who  had  loft  his  Sight 
with  Age,  but  without  any  Detriment  to  his  Underftanding ; 
for  he  ftiU  preferved  the  Character  of  a wife  Man  among 
the  Councellors.  A little  before  they  came  to  the  Houfe 
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where  Cortex,  expended  them,  they  alighted ; and  the  blind 
Man  advancing  toremoft,  defired  thofe  who  led  him  to  bring 
him  near  the  Captain  of  the  Ealfern  People.  He  embrac’d 
him  with  extraordinary  Satisfaction  ; then  touched  feverai 
Parts  of  him,  as  if  he  were  deiirous  to  know  him,  and  fup- 
ply  with  his  Hands  the  Defeff  of  his  Sight.  They  all  feat- 
ed  themfe'lves,  and  at  the  Requeft  of  Magifcat^in,  the  blind 
Man  fpoke  after  this  Manner. 

“ Now,  valiant  Captain,  (whether  you  be  of  mortal  Race, 
“ or  not,)  you  hold  in  your  Power  the  Senate  of  Tlafcala,  the. 
“ utmoft  Proof  of  our  Submiffion.  We  come  not  to  excule 
“ the  Errors  of  our  Nation,  but  to  take  them  upon  our  felves, 
“ depending  upon  our  own  Sincerity  for  your  Forgivenefs.  W e 
“ were  the  Men  who  refolved  upon  the  War  ; but  we  are  like- 
“ wife  the  Men  who  have  determined  Peace  : The  firft  was 
“ hafty,  and  the  fecond  flow  ; but  Refolutions  well  confi- 
“ dered  are  not  ufually  the  worft : On  the  contrary,  it 
“ requires  Pains  to  efface  that  which  hath  been  impreffed 
“ with  Difficulty  ; and  I can  allure  you,  that  the  very 
“ Delay  hath  given  us  a greater  Knowledge  of  your  Valour, 
and  laid  a deeper  Foundation  of  our  Conftancy.  We 
are  not  ignorant,  that  Motexima  endeavours  to  diffwade 
you  from  our  Confederacy  : Hearken  to  him  as  you 
“ would  to  our  Enemy,  tho’  you  will  not  confider  him  as  a 
“ Tyrant,  as  furely  he  fhould  appear,  fince  heperfwades  you 
“ to  a£f  unjuftly.  We  do  not  defire  your  Alhftance  again! t 
“ him,  for  provided  you  are  not  on  his  Side,  our  own 
“ Forces  are  fufficient  ; and  we  fhall  only  be  forry  that 
“ you  truft  your  Security  to  his  Offers,  becaufe  we  are 
“ acquainted  with  his  Artifices  and  Subtilties.  Here  in 
“ my  Blindnefs  fome  Lights  offer  themfelves,  which  difco- 
“ ver  to  me  your  Danger  at  a Diftance.  Perhaps  Tlafcala 
“ fliall  be  famous  in  the  World  for  the  Defence  of  your 
Caufe  ; but  let  us  leave  your  being  undeceived  to  Time, 
it  needs  no  Prophecy  to  explain  what  may  be  fo  eafily 
gathered  from  his  Tyranny,  and  our  Fidelity.  You  have 
already  offered  us  Peace  ; if  Motezuma  does  not  hinder 
“ you,  what  is  it  that  does?  Why  do  you  deny  our  earneft 
“ Requefts  ? Why  do  you  forbear  to  honour  our  City  with 
“ your  Prefence?  We  are  come  refolved  at  once  to  gain 
“ your  good  Will  and  Friendfhip,  or  put  our  Liber- 
“ ty  into  your  Hands ; therefore  chufe  which  of  the  two 
“ is  the  moft  grateful.  As  to  our  felves  there  is  no  Medium 
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“ between  the  two  Fortunes,  of  being  either  your  Friends, 
“ or  your  Prifoners. 

Thus  did  the  venerable  old  Man  conclude  his  Speech, 
that  there  might  not  be  wanting  an  Appius  Claudius  in  this 
Council,  like  to  the  other,  who  made  an  Oration  in  the 
Senate  again!!  the  Epirotes,  and  it  mull  be  confelfed, 
that  the  Tlafcalans  were  Men  of  more  than  ordinary  Rea- 
fon,  as  has  appeared  in  their  Government,  Aitions,  and 
Difcourfes.  Some  Writers,  ill  afteited  to  the  Spanijb  Na- 
tion, treat  the  Indians  as  Brutes  incapable  of  Reafon,  there- 
by to  lelfen  the  Glory  of  the  Coftquelt.  It  is  true,  they 
admired  with  Simplicity  at  the  Sight  of  Men  of  another 
Kind,  Colour,  and  Habit ; they  beheld  a Beard  as  a Thing 
monftrous,  (an  Accident  which  Nature  had  denied  them;) 
and  gave  Gold  for  Glafs ; believing  the  Fire-Ams  to  be 
Lightning,  and  Horfes  to  be  wild  Bealls : But  all  was  the 
Effeit  of  Novelty,  which  does  not  lelfen  the  Underftanding; 
for  tho’  Admiration  fuppofes  Ignorance,  it  does  not  fuppofe 
Incapacity ; nor  can  that  properly  be  called  Ignorance  which 
proceeds  from  a Want  of  due  Information.  God  made 
them  rational ; and  notwithllanding  he  permitted  their 
Blindnefs,  he  did  not  the  lefs  endow  them  with  all  the 
Capacity  and  Gifts  of  Nature,  that  were  necelfary  for  the 
Prelervation  of  their  Species,  and  the  Perfection  of  his  own 
Work.  But  let  us  return  to  our  Narration,  left  we  Ihould 
do  honour  to  the  Calumny,  by  being  too  long  upon  the 
Defence. 

Cortez  could  not  refill  this  Demonftration  of  the  Se- 
nate’s good  Will ; nor  did  he  now  hope  for  any  Thing  more, 
having  complied  with  the  Time  offered  to  the  Mexicans ; 
and.  to  that  Purpofe  anfwered  the  Senators  with  much  Re- 
fpeit,  and  made  them  fome  Prefents,  defiring  by  thofe  to 
confirm  to  them  the  Satisfaction  he  received,  and  the  Con- 
fidence he  put  in  them.  It  was  necelfary  to  perfwade  them, 
with  fome  Refolution,  that  they  Ihould  return  ; which 
they  did,  Corte\  having  given  his  Word  to  remove  his  Quar- 
ters to  the  City  immediately,  without  any  more  Delay 
than  was  necelfary  to  join  fome  People  of  the  neighbouring 
Villages,  to  conduit  his  Artillery  and  Baggage.  They  took 
his  Word,  repeating  it  to  him  with  more  AfteCtion  than 
Sufpicion,  and  fo  return’d  well  fatisfy’d,  taking  upon  them- 
felves  the  Gare  of  fending  Cortex  a fufficient  Number  of 
Indians  of  Burden.  Scarce  had  the  Sun  begun  to  Ihine 
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the  next  Morning,  when  they  found  five  hundred  Tamenes 
at  their  Quarters,  and  fo  diligent,  that  they  difputed  about 
their  Burdens,  and  made  Pretcnlions  to  their  own  La- 
bour. 

They  prepared  immediately  for  a March  ; drew  up  their 
Men  in  a Body,  with  the  Artillery  and  Baggage  in  its  pro- 
per Place,  and  took  the  Road  of  Tlafcala,  with  all  the  good 
Order,  Caution,  and  Care  ufually  obferved  in  this  little 
Army  ; to  which  exaft  Difcipline  they  owed  good  Part  of 
their  Succefs.  The  Fields  on  both  Sides  were  filled  with 
innumerable  Indians , who  came  forth  from  their  Habita- 
tions at  the  Novelty  of  this  Sight  ; and  the  Outcries  and 
Behaviour  of  them  were  fuch,  as  might  have  palled  for  the 
Clamours  and  Threatnings  of  War,  if  Donna  Marina  had 
not  acquainted  them  that  they  ufed  thofe  Shouts  of  Joy 
upon  their  Feftivals  ; and  that  celebrating  after  their  Man- 
ner the  Happinefs  they  had  obtained,  they  bleft  and  prailed 
them  as  their  new-acquired  Friends  ; with  which  Informa- 
tion the  Noife  was  the  better  born,  it  being  necefiary  then 
to  fuffer  thofe  Applaufes  with  Patience. 

The  Senators  came  a confiderable  Way  out  of  the  City 
to  receive  the  Spaniards , with  all  the  Oftentation  and  Pomp 
accuftomed  upon  publick  Solemnities,  aflifted  by  the  Nobles, 
who  thought  it  an  Honour  on  thofe  Occalions,  to  fupport 
the  Minifters  of  the  Republick.  When  they  came  up,  they 
paid  their  Refpe&s,  and  without  flopping  marched  on 
before  ; lignifying  by  this  hafty  Refpecfl,  how  much  they 
defired  to  forward  the  March,  without  detaining  thofe 
they  accompanied.  ' 

Ax  their  Entrance  into  the  City,  it  refounded  with 
Shouts  and  Acclamations,  making  a much  greater  Noife 
than  before,  becaufe  mixed  with  the  difagreeable  Muiick  of 
their  Flutes,  Drums,  and  Horns.  So  great  was  the  Con- 
courfe  of  People,  that  the  Officers  of  the  Senate  had  much 
Trouble  to  manage  the  Multitude,  that  the  Paflage  of 
the  Street  might  be  left  free.  The  Women  threw  various 
Sorts  of  Flowers  on  the  Spaniards',  thofe  who  were  bolder, 
and  lefs  referved,  drew  near,  and  put  the  Flowers  into  their 
Hands.  The  Priefts,  dragging  after  them  their  long  Gar- 
ments in  which  they  facrificed,  came  out  with  their  Copper 
Cenfers,  and  without  knowing  whether  they  did  Right  or 
Wrong,  exprefs’d  their  Joy  by  the  Smoke. 
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They  all  ffiewed  in  their  Countenances  the  Sincerity  of 
their  Hearts,  but  varioufly  affefted  ; for  Admiration  and 
Satisfaction  were  mixed  together,  and  Joy  was  tempered 
with  Veneration.  The  Quarters  provided,  which  con- 
tained all  Things  neceffary  for  their  Conveniency  and 
good  Entertainment,  was  the  belt  Houfe  in  the  City, 

which  had  three  or  four  fpacious  fquare  Courts,  with 

fo  many,  and  fuch  large  Chambers,  that  Cortez, :,  with- 

out any  Difficulty,  kept  all  his  People  together  there  in 
one  Body.  He  carried  with  him  the  Ambafladors  of 
Motezjtma,  though  they  were  unwilling,  and  lodged  them 
near  himfelf ; becaufe,  in  refpeCt  to  him,  their  Per- 
fons  were  fecure,  and  they  feemed  afraid  of  fome  Vio- 
lence. 

The  Entry  into,  and  laft  Reduction  of  Tlafcala,  was 
on  the  Twenty  third  of  September  of  the  fame  Year  1519; 
a Day  on  which  the  Spaniards  gained  a Peace,  with  the 
Circumftances  of  a Triumph,  fo  durable,  and  of  fo  great 
Confequence  for  the  Conquefl:  of  New  Spain , that  to 
this  Day  they  enjoy  feveral  Privileges  and  Exemptions 
in  that  Province,  as  a Reward  of  that  firft  Friendffiip, 
and  are  an  honourable  Monument  of  their  antient  Fi- 
delity. 
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CHAP.  TIL 

The  Defcription  of  the  City  of  Tlafcala.  The 
Senators  complain  of  the  Spaniards  going 
armed , being  grieved  at  their  Diftrusi. 

Cortez  fatisfies  them  ; and  endeavours  to 
make  them  quit  their  Idolatry. 

LASCAL  A was  in  thofe  Days  a very  populous 
City,  founded  upon  four  Eminences  of  diffe- 
rent Largenefs,  little  diftant  from  each  other, 
which  ran  in  Length  from  Eaft  to  Weft,  and 
fecure  in  the  natural  Strength  of  their  Rocks,  contain’d 
within  them  all  the  Buildings,  forming  four  Commands, 
or  diftincft  Wards,  which  were  united,  and  had  a Com- 
munication by  feveral  Streets  with  very  thick  Walls, 
which  ferved  as  a Defence  to  the  Town.  Thefe  Wards 
were  governed  by  four  Caziques,  who  held  them  as  Fiefs, 
being  defcended  from  the  firft  Founders,  but  depended  on 
the  Senate,  in  which  they  commonly  aflifted,  yet  under  an 
entire  Subjection  to  its  Orders  in  all  State-Affairs,  and  Ap- 
peals made  to  it  by  their  Vaflals.  The  Houfcs  were 
raifed  moderately  high,  for  they  had  no  fecond  Story  : 
The  Building  was  of  Stone,  or  Brick ; and  inftead  of  coop- 
ing Roofs  of  Tiles,  they  were  flat  at  the  Top  with  Ga- 
leries.  The  Streets  were  narrow  and  crooked,  as  the 
Steepnefs  and  Ruggednefs  of  the  Mountain  would  al- 
low : A very  extraordinary  Situation  and  Architecture, 
more  for  Defence  than  Commodioufnefs. 

The  whole  Province  was  about  thirty  Leagues 
in  Circumference;  the  Length,  ten  from  Eaft  to 
Weft;  the  Breadth,  four  from  North  to  South.  A 
broken  Mountainous  Country,  but  very  fertile,  and  well 
cultivated  in  all  Parts,  where  the  Plenty  of  Streams  enabled 
them  to  improve  the  Land.  It  was  furrounded  on  all 
Sides  with  Provinces  depending  on  Motezgma ; only  on  the 

North, 


1 4 The  Hiftory  of  the  Conquest  £ook  III. 

North,  the  great  Cordillera,  or  Ridge  of  Mountains,  rather 
clos’d  them  in,  than  divided  their  Limits;  by  whofe  inac- 
ceffible  Craggs  they  had  Communication  with  the  Otomies , 
Totonaqucs,  and  other  barbarous  Nations  of  their  Confe- 
deracy. The  Towns  were  many,  and  near  to  each  other : 
The  People  from  their  Childhood  inclined  to  Superftition, 
and  the  Ufe  of  Arms;  in  the  Management  of  which  they 
exercifed  themfelves  with  great  Emulation,  whether  it 
was  the  Climate  or  Necefhty  that  made  them  valiant. 
They. abounded  in  Maiz,  or  Indian  Wheat;  and  this  Grain 
fo  well  anfwered  the  Labour  of  the  Husbandman,  that  it 
gave  the  whole  Province  the  Name  of  Tlafcala,  a Word 
which,  in  their  Language,  fignifies  the  Land  of  Bread.  They 
had  great  Variety  of  Fruit,  and  very  delicious ; Game  of 
all  Sorts ; and  one  of  their  plentiful  Productions,  was  the 
Cocbinilla , the  Ufe  of  which  they  underftood  not  till  they 
were  taught  it  by  the  Spaniards.  It  is  likely  it  was  fo 
called  from  the  Coccinean,  or  Scarlet  Grain,  whence  our 
Grana,  or  Scarlet-Dye  likewife  took  its  Name;  but  in 
theie  Parts  it  is  a kind  of  InleCt,  like  a fmall  Worm, 
which  is  bred,  and  continues  to  the  laft  upon  the  Leaves 
of  a wild  Thorny  Tree,  which  they  called  then  the  wild 
Tuna , or  the  Wood-Tbiflle.  Now  they  take  great  Care  of 
it,  as  of  a Fruit-Tree,  as  owing  their  greateft  Commerce 
and  Profit  to  the  precious  Dye  of  thofe  Worms,  nothing 
inferior  to  the  Purple  difcovered  by  the  Antients  in  the 
Blood  of  the  Murex,  fo  much  celebrated  for  being  us’d 
in  the  Robes  of  their  Kings. 

But  the  natural  Felicity  of  this  Country  was  not 
without  an  Allay;  for  the  Neighbourhood  of  the  Moun- 
tains made  it  fubjeCt  to  great  Tempefts,  horrible  Hurricans, 
and  frequent  Inundations  of  the  River  Zabual,  which  not 
contented  fome  Years  with  the  DeftruCtion  of  their  Harvefl, 
and  taking  away  Trees  by  the  Roots,  was  wont  to  endanger 
Houfes  on  the  Tops  of  Eminences.  ’Tis  faid,  that  Zabual,  in 
their  Language,  fignifies  the  River  of  the  Itch ; for  that  thofe 
who  drank  the  Waters,  or  bath’d  in  them,  were  cover’d  with 
that  Diftemper ; a fecond  Malignity  of  the  River.  Nor  was 
the  want  of  Salt  the  leaft  Misfortune  that  Tlafcala  fuffer’d, 
which  made  them  difrelilh  all  their  Abundance ; and  tho’  they 
might  have  brought  it  eafily  from  the  Lands  of  Mote^ima,  in 
Exchange  for  their  Wheat,  they  held  it  lefs  inconvenient  to 
eat  their  Victuals  without  feafoning,  than  to  have  an  open 

Commerce 


Book  III.  of  Mexico,  or  New  Spain.  i ^ 

Commerce  with  their  Enemies.  Thefe,  anti  other  Ob- 
fervations  of  their  Government,  (which  indeed  were  re- 
markable in  that  unpolilh’d  People,)  cauled  Admiration  in 
the  Spaniards , and  made  them  a6l  with  Caution. 

Cortez  diflembled  his  Concern,  but  continued  the 
Guards  in  his  Quarters ; and  when  he  went  out  into  the 
City  with  the  Indians , he  took  Part  of  his  Men  with  him 
not  forgetting  their  Fire-Arms.  The  Soldiers  alfo  went  to- 
gether in  Companies,  provided  after  the  fame  Manner ; en- 
deavouring to  make  them  all  believe  he  repofed  a Confi- 
dence in  them,  yet  after  fuch  a Manner,  that  he  fhould 
not  feem  regardlels  of  himfelf.  But  the  Indians , who  dc- 
fired  the  Friendship  of  the  Spaniards  without  any  Artifice 
or  Afte&ation,  were  grieved  upon  a Point  of  Honour,  that 
they  did  not  lay  alide  their  Arms,  and  give  entire  Credit  to 
their  Fidelity  ; a Point  which  was  debated  in  the  Senate  ; 
by  whofe  Order  Magifcatzjn  came  to  fignify  their  Opinion 
to  Cortex  and  layed  before  him,  How  unfuitable  thole  war- 
like Precautions  were  to  a People  who  were  fubjeff,  obe- 
dient, and  defirous  to  pleafe  ; that  the  great  Vigilance 
with  which  they  lived  in  their  Quarters,  fbewed  how  little 
they  thought  themfelves  fecure  ; and  that  the  Soldiers,  who 
palfed  thro’  the  City  with  Lightning  always  upon  their  Shoul- 
ders, tho’  they  did  no  Hurt,  offended  more  by  that  Diftruft, 
than  if  they  really  opprelfed  them.  He  added,  That  Arms 
Should  be  looked  upon  as  an  ufelefs  Load  where  they  were 
not  neceffary  ; and  that  it  appeared  ill  among  thofe  who  were 
fincerely  their  Friends,  and  difarmed  : And  concluded,  in- 
treating Cortex,  after  a moll;  friendly  Manner,  in  the  Name 
of  the  Senate,  and  all  the  City,  that  he  would  command 
thofe  Precautions  and  difagreeable  Appearances  to  ceafe, 
which  feemed  to  preferve  Signs  of  an  unfinilh’d  War,  or 
were,  at  leaft,  Indications  of  a fcrupulous  Friendlhip. 

Cortez  anlwered  him,  That  he  was  well  acquainted  with 
the  good  Will  of  their  Citizens,  and  without  the  leaft  Suf- 
picion,  that  any  Thing  could  happen  in  Breach  of  that 
Peace,  which  they  had  fo  much  defired ; that  the  Guards 
they  ufed,  and  the  Vigilancy  they  obferved  in  his  Quar- 
ters, was  conformable  to  the  Cuftom  of  his  Country, 
where  the  Soldiers  lived  always  after  a Military  Manner, 
and  ennured  themfelves  in  Times  of  Peace  to  the  Fatigues 
of  War,  by  which  Means  they  learned  Obedience,  and 
were  accuftomed  to  Vigilance  : That  their  Arms  were  an 

Ornament, 


1 6 The  Hiflory  of  the  Conquest  Book  III. 

Ornament,  and  Part  of  their  Habit,  which  they  wore  as  a 
Peice  of  Finery  belonging  to  their  Profelfion  ; for  which 
Reafon  lie  delired  them  to  remain  allured  of  his  Friend- 
fhip,  and  that  they  lhiould  not  think  lfrange  of  thofe  Things 
which  were  proper  to  the  Soldiery,  and  confident  with  the 
Peace  he  had  made  with  their  Nation. 

He  found  the  Way  to  fatisfy  his  Friends,  without  aba- 
ting any  Part  of  his  Caution  ; and  Magifcatzjn, , a Man  of  a 
warlike  Spirit,  who  had  in  his  Youth  commanded  the  Arms 
of  the  Republick,  was  fo  well  pleafed  with  this  laudable 
Cullom,  that  he  not  only  returned  without  Complaint,  but 
was  delirous  to  introduce  in  their  own  Armies  this  Kind  of 
Vigilance  and  Difcipline,  which  diftinguillied  and  made 
good  Soldiers. 

With  this  Account  the  People  were  quieted,  and  all  aft- 
lifted  the  Spaniards  with  a diligent  Obfequioufnefs,  and 
even  Servitude.  Every  Day  difcovered  more  of  their  good 
Will.  Their  Prefents  were  many,  all  Sorts  of  wild  Fowl  and 
extraordinary  Fruits,  with  fome  Cloaths,  and  Curiofities  of 
little  Value.  However,  it  was  the  beffc  the  Penury  of  thofe 
Mountains  could  afford,  which  debarred  them  the  Com- 
merce of  thofe  Regions  which  produced  Gold  and  Silver. 

The  beft  Hall  of  the  Quarters  was  referved  for  a Cha- 
pel } in  which,  upon  certain  Steps,  they  raifed  an  Altar,  and 
placed  fome  Images  with  all  poffible  Decency.  They  cele- 
brated every  Day  the  holy  Sacrifice  of  the  Mafs,  in  the 
Prefence  of  the  principal  Indians , who  were  filent  either  out 
of  Refpeft  or  Admiration  ; and  tho’  they  were  not  devout 
themfelves,  they  took  Care  not  to  difturb  the  Devotion 
of  others.  They  remarked  all  that  palfed  ; and  all  was  a 
Novelty  to  them,  and  caufed  greater  Efteem  of  the  Spa- 
niards, whofe  Virtues  they  were  fenfible  of  and  reverenced, 
rather  for  that  they  procure  Love,  than  for  that  the  Indians 
either  knew  the  Names,  or  excercifed  any  of  them. 

One  Day  Magifcatzjn  a (Iced  Cortex  whether  he  was  mor- 
tal ; becaufe  his  A&ions,  and  thofe  of  his  People,  feemed 
more  than  natural,  and  contained  that  fort  of  Goodnefs 
and  Greatnefs  which  they  confidered  in  their  Gods : But  he 
did  not  underftand  thofe  Ceremonies,  with  which  it  appear- 
ed they  acknowledged  a fuperior  Deity  ; for  they  made  Pre- 
parations for  a Sacrifice,  but  he  did  not  perceive  any  Viflim 
or  Offering,  with  which  toappeafe  the  Gods,  nor  did  he  un- 
derftand they  could  have  any  Sacrifice,  unlefs  fome  one 
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died  for  the  Sake  of  the  reft.  Cortex  took  hold  of  this  Op- 
portunity ; and  fatisfying  his  Queftions,  ingeniouily  con- 
iefl'ed,  That  his  Condition,  and  that  of  his  People,  was 
mortal  ; for  he  durft  not  temporize  with  the  Deceit  of  thofe 
People,  when  the  infallible  Truth  of  his  Religion  was  in 
Queftion.  But  he  added,  That  as  they  were  born  in  a bet- 
ter Climate;  they  had  more  Underftanding,  and  were  of 
greater  Strength  than  the  reft  of  Men  ; and  without  admit- 
ting the  Attribute  of  Immortal,  he  remained  with  the  Re- 
putation of  Invincible.  Cortex  told  him  likewife,  That  he 
not  only  acknowledged  a Superior  in  Heaven,  where  Men 
adored  the  only  Lord  of  the  Univerfe,  but  belides,  they 
were  Subjects  and  Vaflals  to  the  greateft  Prince  upon 
Earth,  under  whofe  Dominion,  they  alfo  of  Tlafcala  then 
were,  and  that  being  Brothers  to  the  Spaniards , they  could 
do  no  other  than  obey  the  fame  Prince.  He  immediately 
from  that  went  on  to  difcourfe  of  the  Point  molt  eflential ; 
and  tho’  he  fpoke  molt  fervently  againft  Idolatry,  finding 
in  his  own  good  Senfe,  fufficient  Foundation  to  oppofe  and 
deftroy  the  Multiplicity  of  their  Gods,  and  the  abominable 
Horror  of  their  Sacrifices  ; yet  when  he  came  to  touch  upon 
the  Myfteries  of  Faith,  he  thought  they  deferved  a better 
Expofitor  ; and  as  he  knew  when  to  be  filent,  he  then  gave 
an  Opportunity  to  Father  Bartolome  de  Qlmcdo  to  fpeak. 
That  Religious  Perfon  endeavoured  to  bring  them  by  Degrees 
to  the  Knowledge  of  the  Truth,  explaining  like  a learned 
and  prudent  Alan  the  principal  Points  of  the  Chriftian 
Religion,  after  fuch  a Manner,  that  he  might  gain  their 
Wills,  without  overcharging  the  Underftanding  ; for  ’tis  by 
no  Aleans  convenient  to  ftrike  with  a Blaze  of  Light  upon 
the  Eyes  of  thofe  who  are  juft  come  out  of  Darknefs. 
Magifcat%in,  and  the  reft  who  attended  him,  gave  at  that 
Time  but  very  fmall  Hopes  of  their  being  reduced  ; faying. 
That  the  God  whom  the  Spaniards  adored,  was  very  great, 
and  mult  be  greater  than  theirs  ; but  that  each  of  them 
was  powerful  in  his  own  Dominion  : For  that  in  one  Place 
there  was  Occafion  for  a God  againft  Lightning  and  Tem- 
pefts  ; in  another,  for  Water  and  Harvefts ; and  again,  ano- 
ther for  War  ; and  fo  on  for  all  other  human  Necelfities : 
For  that  it  was  impoffible  for  any  one  to  take  Gare  of  the 
Whole.  They  admitted  the  Propofition  of  their  Tem- 
poral Lord  with  more  Eafe ; for  they  immediately  confent- 
ed  to  be  his  Subjects,  and  alked  if  he  would  defend  them 
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from  Motezjtma,  placing  in  that  the  Foundation  of  their 
Obedience  ; but  at  the  fame  Time  defired  him,  with  Humi- 
lity and  Earneflnefs,  that  there  might  be  no  mention  of 
changing  their  Religion  : For  lhould  it  come  to  the  Know- 
ledge of  their  Gods,  they  would  call  down  their  Tempefts, 
and  flop  the  Waters  to  annihilate  them.  In  fuch  Manner 
did  Error  poffefs  them,  and  the  Devil  keep  them  in  Fear. 

All  that  could  be  obtained  of  them  at  that  Time,  was, 
to  lay  abide  Sacrifices  of  human  Blood  ; for  they  were  con- 
vinced they  a fled  againll  the  Law  of  Nature  : And  imme- 
diately they  fet  at  Liberty  thofe  miferable  Captives  which 
were  to  die  on  their  Feftivals,  and  broke  up  feveral  Prifons 
and  Cages  where  they  were  kept,  and  well  fed,  to  prepare 
them  ; not  fo  much  that  they  fhould  come  decent  to 
the  Sacrifice  as  that  they  bhould  not  come  in  bad  Order 
to  the  Table.  Hernan  Cortex  was  not  fatisfied  with  this 
Demonftration  ; but  on  the  contrary  he  propofed  to  his 
People,  that  they  lhould  deftroy  all  their  Idols ; forming  a 
Confluence  from  the  A&ion  and  good  Succefs  at  Zempoala , 
as  if  it  had  been  the  fame  Thing  to  undertake  fuch  an  Af- 
fair in  a Town  that  was  fo  much  larger.  His  Zeal  decei- 
ved him,  and  not  his  Reafon.  But  Father  Bartolome  de  01- 
tnedo  convinced  him,  by  laying  before  him  with  a Religious 
Concern,  That  he  was  not  without  fome  Scruples  concern- 
ing the  Force  which  was  ufed  to  the  People  of  Zempoala ; 
that  Perfection  and  the  Gofpel  did  ill  agree;  and,  that  in 
Effeil,  it  would  only  overturn  their  Altars,  and  leave  the 
Idols  in  their  Hearts  : To  which  he  added,  that  the  Defign 
to  reduce  thofe  Infidels  required  more  Time,  and  gentle 
TJfage ; that  it  was  by  no  Means  a good  Method  of  bringing 
them  to  the  Knowledge  of  their  Errors,  by  vexing  them 
after  that  Manner,  which  would  only  ferve  to  make  them 
diflike  the  Truth  ; and  that  before  they  introduced  God, 
they  ought  to  banifh  the  Devil,  a War  of  another  Kind’ 
and  different  Arms.  To  whofe  Perfwafion  and  Autho- 
rity Cortez  fubmitted  his  Opinoin,  and  moderated  his 
Zeal  ; and  from  that  Time  forwards  they  only  endea- 
voured to  gain  and  difpofe  the  Minds  of  the  Indians  by 
making  Religion  appear  aimable  in  her  Works,  that  upon 
the  View  of  them,  they  might  be  fenfible  of  the  Difference, 
and  Abomination  of  their  own  Cuftoms,  and  in  them  fee 
the  Deformity  and  Filthinefs  of  their  Gods. 
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CHAP.  IV. 

Hernan  Cortez  difpatches  the  Ambaffadors  of 
Motezuma.  Diego  de  Ordaz  views  the 
Burning  Mountain  of  Popoca  tepee ; it  is 
refolved  to  march  to  Cholula. 

H R E E or  four  Days  being  patted  in  thefe  firft 
Affairs  of  Tlafcala,  Cortex  began  to  think  of  dii- 
patching  Mote^umds  Ambaffadors.  He  had  de- 
tained them  pnrpofely,  that  they  might  fee  thofe 
People  entirely  reduced,  whom  they  accounted  untameable, 
and  the  Anfwer  he  gave  them  was  Abort  and  artful.  He 
defired  them  to  inform  Motezuma  of  what  they  had  heard, 
and  what  had  patted  in  their  Prefence  ; the  Earneftnefs 
and  Methods  by  which  the  People  of  Tlafcala  had  follicited 
Peace,  and  deferved  it ; together  with  the  Attention  and  good 
Correfpondence  with  which  they  maintained  it : That  now 
they  were  fo  much  at  his  Difpofal,  and  he  had  fuch  an  en- 
tire Command  over  them,  that  he  hoped  he  fhould  reduce 
them  to  the  Obedience  of  Motezuma  : This  being  one  of  the 
good  Confequences  which  would  attend  the  Embaffy,  among 
others  of  greater  Importance,  obliged  him  again  to  follicite 
his  Permilhon  to  continue  his  Journey,  that  he  might  after- 
wards deferve  his  Acknowledgements.  With  this  Difpatch, 
and  the  neceffary  Guard,  the  Ambaffadors  immediately  de- 
parted, more  convinced  of  the  Truth  than  fatisfied  with  the 
Anfwer. 

Hernan  Cortez  found  himfelf  engaged  to  flay  fome 
Days  in  Tlafcala , to  receive  the  Obedience  of  the  principal 
Towns  of  the  Republick  and  their  Confederates;  which  A& 
was  made . valid  by  a publick  Inftrument,  and  authorized 
with  the  Name  of  the  King  Don  Carlos , already  known 
and  reverenced  among  the  Indians , with  fuch  Sincerity 
in  their  Subjection,  as  appeared  in  the  RefpeCt  of  the  Sub- 
jects, 
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At  this  Time  there  happened  an  Accident  which  fur- 
prized  the  Spaniards,  and  ltruck  a Terror  among  the  In- 
dians. The  Burning  Mountain  of  Popocatepec  is  to  be  feen 
from  the  higheft  Part  of  the  City  of  Tlafcala  on  the  Top  of 
a Mountain,  which,  at  the  Diftance  of  eight  Leagues, 
rifes  confiderably  above  all  the  reft  of  the  Hills.  At  that 
Time  the  faid  Burning  Mountain  began  to  darken  the  Day, 
with  great  and  frightful  Flights  of  Smoke,  fo  rapid  and 
violent,  that  it  went  up  a great  Way  into  the  Air  direft, 
without  giving  Way  to  the  Force  of  the  Wind,  until  ha- 
ving {pent  its  Fury  in  the  Heighth,  it  fcatter’d  and  dis- 
pers’d it  felf  all  round,  forming  a Cloud,  more5  or  lefs  ob- 
jure, according  to  the  Quantity  of  Allies  it  carried  along 
with  it.  Every  now  and  then  it  ftiot  forth  Flames,  .o.r 
Globes  of  Fire,  which  feemed  to  divide  themfelves  into 
Sparks,  and  probably  were  the  burnt  Stones  which  the  Moun- 
tain threw  out,  or  iome  other  Pieces  of  combuftible  Matter, 
which  lafted  as  long  as  it  was  fed.  The  Indians  were  not 
frighted  at  the  Sight  of  the  Smoke,  becaufe  Was  frequent, 
and  an  ordinary  Thing  in  that  Place  : But  the  Fire  (which 
rarely  appeared)  made  them  forrowful,  and  put  them  in 
Fear,  as  Prefages  of  future  Ills ; for  they  apprehended  that 
thofe  Sparks  which  were  fcatter’d  through  the  Air,  and  did 
not  fall  down  again  into  the  Burning  Mouth,  were  the 
Souls  of  Tyrants  that  came  abroad  to  chaftife  the  Earth ; 
and  that  their  Gods,  when  they  were  angry,  made  ufe  of 

them  as  Inftruments,  in  Proportion  to  the  Punifhments 
they  deligned. 

Mag isc at z ik,  and  fome  of  the  chief  Men,  who  gene- 
rally attended  him,  were  entertaining  Hernan  Cortex  with 
thofe  wild  Fancies  of  theirs;  and  he  (obferving  the  rude 
Notion  they  had  of  the  Immortality,  Rewards,  and  Punifh- 
ments of  the  Soul,)  endeavour’d  to  make  them  fenftble  of 
the  Errors  with  which  they  disfigured  the  Truth.  At  that 
Time  Diego  de  Or  da ^ came  to  afk  his  Leave  to  go  to  take  a 
nearer  View  of  the  Burning  Mountain,  offering  to  go  up 
to  the  Top  of  the  Hills,  and  obferved  that  great  Secret  of 
Nature.  The  Indians  were  amaz’d  to  hear  fitch  a Propofal, 
and  endeavour’d  to  diffwade  him  from  his  Intention,  by 
informing,  him  of  the  Danger,  faying,  That  the  moft  valiant 
of  their  Nation,  had  only  the  Boldnefs  once  to  vifit  fome 
Hermitages  of  their  Gods  about  the  Middle  of  the  Eminence  ; 
but  that  above  that  he  would  not  find  the  Mark  of  a 
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human  Foot;  nor  were  the  Trembling  to  be  endur’d 
or  the  Roarings,  which  forbid  all  Approach  to  the 
Top  of  the  Mountain.  The  Account  of  thefe  Difficul- 
ties did  but  make  Diego  de  Orda K the  more  eager;  and 
tho’  Herman  Cortex  thought  it  a Piece  of  Raftnefs,  yet 
he  gave  him  Leave  to  try,  that  the  Indians  might  fee 
what  they  thought  impoffible  was  not  fo,  to  the 
Courage  of  the  Spaniards.  So  zealous  was  he  at  all 
Times  for  his  own  Reputation,  and  that  of  his 
People. 

Diego  de  Orda z upon  this  Occafion  was  accompa- 
nied by  two  Soldiers  of  his  Company,  and  fome  of  the 
principal  Indians , that  offered  to  go  with  him  as  far  as 
the  Hermitage,  very  much  lamenting  that  they  were 
going  to  be  Witneffes  of  his  Death.  The  Beginning  of 
the  Mountain  is  very  delightful,  being  beautified  on 
all  Sides  with  Trees  full  of  Leaves,  which,  for  a con- 
iiderable  Way,  cover’d  the  Side  of  the  Hill,  and  make 
the  Afcent  appear  the  lefs  tedious,  feemlng,  in  a de- 
ceitful Manner,  to  allure  Men  with  Pleafure  into  them. 
When  that  is  paffed,  the  Earth  grows  barren  by  De- 
grees, partly  by  Reafon  of  the  Snow,  which  lies  all 
the  Year  in  thofe  Places,  where  either  the  Sun  or  the 
Fire  do  not  come,  and  partly  by  Reafon  of  the  Allies, 
which  looks  white  at  a Diftance,  becaufe  of  the  Thick- 
nefs  of  the  Smoke.  The  Indians  flopp’d  at  the  Habi- 
tation of  the  Hermits  ; and  Diego  de  Orda with  his 
two  Soldiers,  went  on,  climbing  courageoufly  up  the 
Rocks,  very  often  making  ufe  of  Hands  as  well  as 
Feet.  But  when  they  came  within  a fmall  Diftance  of 
the  Top,  they  felt  the  Earth  move  under  them  With 
Violence  and  repeated  Rockings,  and  heard  the  violent 
Roaring  of  the  Burning  Mouth,  which  in  a Ihort  Time 
difc'harged,  with  a much  greater  Noife,  a vaft  Quan- 
tity of  Fire,  wrapped  up  in  Smoke  and  Afhes ; and 
tho’  it  went  direflly  upwards,  without  heating  the 
Air  about  it,  it  afterwards  fpread  when  it  was  at 
the  Heighth,  and  came  down  upon  the  three  Spaniards 
in  fuch  Showers  of  Afhes,  fo  thick  and  hot,  that  chey 
were  obliged  to  feek  for  Shelter  in  the  Hollow  of  the 
Rock,  where  they  were  almoft  ftifled,  and  defired  to 
return.  But  Diego  de  Or da^  perceiving  the  Earthquake 
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was  over,  that  the  Noife  Ieffened,  and  the  Smoke 
came  out  lefs  thick,  encouraged  them  by  his  Exam- 
ple; for  going  on  before  them,  he  palfed  with  Intrepidi- 
ty to  the  very  Mouth  of  the  Mountain,  at  the  Bottom 
whereof  he  obferved  a great  Mafs  of  Fire,  which  feern- 
ed  to  boil  like  fomething  liquid,  and  fhining.  He 
alfo  took  Notice  of  the  Largenefs  of  the  Mouth,  which 
took  up  all  the  Top  of  the  Mountain,  and  might  be 
about  a Quarter  of  a League  in  Circumference.  They 
returned  with  this  Account;  and  received  a Welcome 
back  from  their  bold  Undertaking,  with  great  Aftonilh- 
ment  of  the  Indians , and  Encreafe  of  their  Efteem  for 
the  Spaniards. 

The  Gallantry  of  Diego  de  Ordaz  was  at  that  Time  no 
other  than  a ralh  Curiolity;  but  Time  made  it  of  Im- 
portance and  ferviceable  to  this  Undertaking ; for  the 
Army  being  in  Want  of  Powder,  (the  fecond  Time  they 
marched  to  Mexico  by  Force  of  Arms,)  Cortez  remem- 
ber’d the  Boilings  of  liquid  Fire  which  were  difcovered 
in  this  Mountain,  and  in  it  found  a fufficient  Quantity 
of  very  fine  Sulphur,  for  the  making  of  Gun-Powder. 
On  which  Account  this  Aflion  of  Diego  de  Ordaz  recom- 
mended it  felf,  and  became  neceffary ; and  his  Difcovery 
was  fo  ufeful  in  the  Conqueft,  that  the  Emperor  af- 
terwards rewarded  him  with  lome  Favours,  and  enobled 
the  Adlion  by  giving  him  the  Burning  Mountain  for  his 
Arms. 

Twenty  Days  the  Spaniards  continu’d  in  Tlafcalaf 
partly  on  Account  of  Vifits  paid  them  by  the  neigh- 
bouring Nations,  and  partly  to  fatisfy  the  Inhabitants 
themfelves ; who  agreed  fo  well  with  the  Spaniards , that 
they  endeavoured  to  put  off  the  Time  appointed  for  re- 
moving, with  various  Feftivals  and  publick  entertain- 
ments, Dances  after  their  Manner,  and  Adis  of  Agi- 
lity. 

The  Day  being  fixed  for  the  March,  there  arofe  a 
Difpute  about  the  Choice  of  the  Road  : Cortez  inclined 
for  Cbolula,  a City  (as  we  have  laid)  very  large,  in  whole 
Dillridts  the Veterane  Troops  of  Motezuma  ufed  to  quarter. 

The  Tlafcalans  oppofed  this  Refolution,  advifing 
them  to  take  their  March  by  Guajozingo,  a Country 
plentiful  and  fecure;  for  the  People  of  Cbolula,  befides 
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their  natural  Cunning  and  Treachery,  obeyed  Mote - 
zj-ima  with  a fervile  Fear,  being  the  Valfals  in  whom  he 
moft  confided  for  their  known  Fidelity.  To  which  they 
added,  That  City  had  the  Reputation  amongft  all  the 
DiftriCts  thereabouts,  of  being  a Country  facred  and  re- 
ligious, containing  above  four  hundred  Temples,  with 
fuch  ill-conditioned  Gods,  that  they  aftonifhed  all  the 
World  with  their  Prodigies;  for  which  Reafon  it  was 
by  no  Means  fecure  to  enter  their  Territories,  without 
having  fome  Affurances  of  their  good  Difpofition.  The 
Zempoalans  lefs  fuperftitious  now  by  their  Acquaintance 
with  the  Spaniards , defpifed  thofe  Prodigies ; but  were 
of  the  fame  Opinion,  remembring  and  repeating  the 
Reafons  they  had  given  at  Zocothlan,  for  the  Army’s 
avoiding  that  City. 

But  before  they  came  to  any  Refolution  on  this 
Point,  new  Ambafladors  arrived  from  Motezjma,  with 
another  Prefent,  and  Advice  that  their  Emperor  would 
now  fuffer  himfelf  to  be  vifited  by  the  Spaniards , and 
vouchfafe  to  receive  their  Embafly  after  a favourable 
Manner;  and  among  other  Things  they  difcourfed  of 
relating  to  the  March,  they  acquainted  him  they  had 
provided  Quarters  at  Cholula.  So  that  now  it  was  become 
neceffary  to  march  by  that  City;  not  that  they  plac’d 
any  Confidence  in  this  unlooked  for  and  fudden  Change 
of  Motezjima,  or  that  fuch  Facility,  after  fo  much  Re- 
finance, did  not  appear  unfeafonable  and  fufpicious: 
But  Hermn  Cortex  took  great  Care  that  thefe  Mexicans 
fhould  not  perceive  him  concerned ; for  in  their  Fear 
he  placed  his  greateft  Security.  As  foon  as  the  Chiefs 
of  the  Tlafcalans  underftood  the  Propofal  of  Mote^uma, 
they  took  it  for  granted,  that  Treachery  was  defigned 
at  Cholula,  and  renewed  their  Inftances,  being  fincerely 
concerned  for  the  Danger  of  their  Friends.  And  Magi)- 
catzjn,  who  had  the  greateft  Regard  for  the  Spaniards, 
and  a paflionate  Inclination  in  particular  for  Cortez, 
prefted  him  very  much  that  he  lhould  not  march  to 
that  City.  Cortex,  who  was  defirous  to  give  him  all 
the  Satisfaction  he  could,  as  being  much  obliged  for  the 
Care  he  took  of  him,  and  efteeming  very  much  his  Ad- 
vice, immediately  aflembled  his  Captains,  and  in  his 
Prefence  propofed  the  Queftion,  weighing  the  Reafons 
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that  offered  both  on  the  one  Side,  and  on  the  other;  and 
the  Refolution  was,  That  now  they  could  not  poffibly 
avoid  marching  to  thofe  Quarters  propofed  by  the  Mexi- 
cans, unlefs  they  would  difcover  that  they  were  fufpi- 
cious  before ; and  tho’  their  Sufpicions  were  certain,  they 
were  ftill  obliged  to  proceed  into  the  greater  Danger, 
and  not  to  leave  the  Tray  tors  behind  them:  Therefore  it 
was  neceffary  for  them  to  go  to  Cho'fala,  to  difcover  the 
Intentions  of  Mote^ima,  and  give  a new  Reputation  to 
their  Arms  by  the  Chaftifement  of  his  Perfidy.  Ma- 
gifcatzjn  acquiefced  in  that  Opinion,  reverencing  (with 
great  Docility)  the  fuperior  Judgment  of  the  Spaniards  ; 
but  never  quitting  his  Jealoufy,  which  obliged  him  to 
judge  the  contrary.  He  defired  Leave  to  call  together 
the  Troops  of  his  Republick,  and  affift  his  Friends  in 
fuch  evident  Danger;  for  that  it  was  not  reafonable, 
tho’  the  Spaniards  were  invincible,  to  deprive  the  TlaJ- 
calans  of  the  Konoujr  of  performing  their  Duty. 
Hernan  Cortex  (nOtwitllflanding  he  was  fenlible  of  the 
Danger,  and  well  pleafed  with  the  Offer)  refufed  to  ad- 
mit them ; for  it  waS  difagreeable  to  him  to  begin  fo 
foon  to  receive  Succour  from  a Nation  lo  lately  reduced; 
and  therefore  he  anfw'ered  him,  by  making  great  Ac- 
knowledgements for  his  Care ; and  laftly  told  him,  That 
at  the  prefent  the  Offer  wds  not  necenary  ; yet  he  re- 
fufed it  fo  faintly,  as  if  he  defired  they  fhould  do  it, 
without  his  being  obliged  to  let  them  know  it;  a Kind 
of  Refufal,  which  is  little  better  than  afking. 
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CHAP.  V. 

They  difcover  new  Signs  of  Treachery  in 
Cholula.  The  Army  marches  for  that 
City , being  reinforced  with  fome  Companies 
of  Tlafcalans. 

T was  moft  certain,  that  Mote-^iima,  without 
coming  to  any  Refolution  of  taking  up  Arms 
againft  the  Spaniards , contriv’d  to  deftroy 
them,  rather  by  Subtilty  than  Force.  The  An- 
fwers  of  his  Oracles  had  frighted  him  anew  ; and  the 
Devil,  (who  was  much  difturbed  by  the  Neighbourhood 
of  the  Chriftians)  preffed  him  with  horrible  Threats  to 
keep  them  at  a Diftance  from  him:  Sometimes  he  en- 
rag’d the  Priefts  and  Magicians,  that  they  might  provoke 
and  incertfe  the  King,  and  make  him  furious  ; at  other 
Times  he  appeared  to  him,  alfuming  the  Figure  of  his 
Idol,  and  fpoke  to  him,  the  morb  to  infpire  him  with 
the  Spirit  of  Anger  : But  he  always  left  him  inclined  td 
Treafon  and  Deceit,  without  ever  propofing  to  him  to 
make  ufe  of  his  mighty  Power  and  Force.  Whether  hfe 
had  no  Permiffion  to  ufe  Violence,  or  that  he  never 
ufes  to  advife  the  beft,  he  took  him  oft'  from  Ways 
that  were  generous,  and  difcouraged  him  by  the  fame 
Means  with  which  he  thought  to  animate  him.  Oh 
the  one  Side,  he  had  not  Courage  to  ftiew  himfelf 
to  thofe  prodigious  People ; and  oh  the  othet,  he 
thought  their  Army  too  contemptible,  and  too  fmall 
in  Number,  for  him  to  engage  publickly  with  his 
Arms  } and  finding  it  agreeable  to  his  own  Notion 
of  Honour  to  deceive  them,  he  endeavoured  wholly 
to  draw  them  from  Tlafcala,  where  he  could  not  lay  his 
Plots,  and  bring  them  to  Cholula , where  they  were  al- 
ready contriv’d,  and  ready  to  be  executed.  HernanCorttz. 
took  notice,  that  thofe  of  the  Government  did  nO't  corrie 
to  vifit  him  ; and  he  communicated  his  Obfervations  to 
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the  Mexican  Ambafladors,  very  much  wondering  at  the 
Difrefpeft  of  thofe  Caziques  who  had  the  Charge  of  pro- 
viding his  Quarters ; who  could  not  be  ignorant  that  he 
had  been  vifited  by  all  the  Towns  of  the  Country  round, 
that  were  under  lefs  Obligations.  The  Ambafladors  en- 
deavoured to  excufe  the  People  of  Cholula , but  confeffed 
their  Inadvertency,  and  feemingly  endeavoured  to  have 
the  Fault  mended,  by  giving  Notice  of  it  ; for  it  was 
not  long  before  there  came  from  that  City  four  Indians 
ill  cloathed,  People  of  very  fmall  Confideration  for  Am- 
baffadors,  confidering  the  Cuftom  of  thofe  Nations : A 
Difrepefl  which  the  Tlafcalans  urged,  as  a new  Sign  of 
their  evil  Intentions,  upon  which  Hernan  Corte g refu- 
fed  to  admit  them,  ordering  them  immediately  back  ; 
faying,  (in  the  Prefence  of  the  Mexicans ,)  That  the 
Caziques  of  Cholula  underftood  very  little  Civilicy,  for 
inftead  of  making  Amends  for  a Neglefl,  they  added 
one  Difcourtefy  to  another.  The  Day  for  the  March 
came  ; and  tho’  the  Spaniards  took  the  Morning  to  draw 
up  their  own  Men,  and  thofe  of  Zempoala , they 
found  already  in  the  Field  an  Army  of  Tlafcalans,  provi- 
ded by  the  Senate,  at  the  Inftance  of  Magifcatzjn,  whofe 
Captains  acquainted  Corte^,  That  they  had  received  Or- 
ders from  the  Republick,  to  ferve  under  his  Command, 
and  follow  his  Banner  in  the  Journey,  not  only  to  Cho- 
lula, but  as  far  as  Mexico,  where  they  fuppofed  was  the 
greateft  Danger  of  his  Undertaking. 

They  were  all  drawn  up  in  Order  ; and  notwith- 
ftanding  they  were  very  clofe,  (according  to  their  Difci- 
pline,)  they  took  up  a great  Space  of  Ground ; for  they 
had  joined  all  the  Nations  which  were  confederate  with 
them,  and  got  together  an  extraordinary  Force  for  the 
Defence  of  their  Friends,  believing  it  would  happen  fo, 
that  they  Ihould  be  obliged  to  face  the  Armies  of  Mote- 
zjtma.  Their  feveral  Commands  were  diftinguifhed  by 
the  Colour  of  their  Feathers,  and  the  Difference  of  their 
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Enfigns,  Eagles,  Lyons,  and  other  fierce  Animals  raifed 
on  high,  which,  as  Hieroglyphicks  and  Devices,  had  a. 
Signification,  and  put  the  Soldiers  in  Mind  of  the  Mili- 
tary Honour  of  their  Nation.  Some  of  our  Writers  en- 
large fo  far,  as  to  fay,  that  the  whole  Grofs  of  their 
Army  confifted  of  an  hundred  thoufand  armed  Men  ; 
others  are  more  referved  in  the  Account  ; but  with  the 
leaft  Number  the  Action  was  great  in  the  Tlafcalans,  and 
is  truly  worthy  of  Remembrance,  both  for  the  Thing  it 
felf,  and  the  Manner  of  doing  it.  Cortex  thanked  them* 
and  acknowledged  this  Proof  of  their  Affeftions  with 
very  endearing  Exprelfions,  and  was  forced  to  take  fome 
Pains  to  convince  them  it  was  inconvenient  he  ihould 
carry  fo  great  a Number,  when  he  went  in  Peace  ; but 
at  laft  he  gained  his  Point,  leaving  them  fatisfied,  by 
permitting  fome  Companies,  with  their  Captains,  to  fol- 
low him,  referving  the  Grofs  to  march  to  his  Succour 
when  Neceffity  required. 

Our  Bernal  Dia z writes,  that  he  took  with  him  two 
thoufand  Tlafcalans  ; Antonio  de  Herrera  fays,  three  thou- 
fand : But  Hernan  Cortex  himfelf  confeffes,  in  his  own 
Relation,  that  he  took  fix  thoufand ; and  he  was  not  fo 
lavifh  of  his  own  Honour,  as  to  make  the  Number 
greater  than  it  was,  which  of  Courfe  would  have  made 
his  Refolution  the  lefs  admired. 

But  we  muft  not  pafs  over  in  Silence,  an  Accident 
which  deferves  Confideration,  and  belongs  properly  to 
this  Place.  There  remained  in  T lafcala,  when  the  Spa- 
niards left  that  City,  a Crofs  of  Wood  fixed  by  the  Spa- 
niards, the  Day  of  their  Entrance,  on  a Place  both  high 
and  open  to  the  View  ; and  Hernan  Cortex  was  unwilling 
they  Ihould  deftroy  it,  on  the  contrary,  he  left  the  Venera- 
tion of  it  in  Charge  with  the  Caziques  : But  it  was  necef- 
fary  there  Ihould  be  a more  powerful  Recommendation, 
to  make  that  remain  with  Security  among  the  Infidels ; 
For  fcarce  were  the  Chriftians  out  of  the  City,  when 
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(in  fight  of  all  the  Indians)  a prodigious  Cloud  defcend. 
ed  from  Heaven  to  take  Care  of  its  Defence.  It  was  of 
a pleafing  and  exquifite  Whitenefs,  and  defcended 
through  the  Region  of  the  Air,  till  being  dilated  in  Form 
of  a Pillar,  it  fettled  perpendicularly  upon  the  fame 
Crofs,  where  it  continued  more  or  lefs  diftinff,  (a  mar- 
velous Providence,)  for  three  or  four  Years,  until  by 
various  Accidents  Chriftianity  fpread  through  that  Pro- 
vince. There  proceeded  from  the  Cloud  a moderate 
Splendor,  which  infufed  Veneration,  and  never  mixed 
With  the  Darknefs  of  the  Night.  The  Indians  at  firft 
were  much  afraid,  being  fenfible  of  the  Prodigy,  without 
conceiving  the  Myftery  : But  after  they  had  better  confi- 
dered  the  Novelty,  they  laid  afide  their  Fear,  without 
leffening  their  Admiration.  They  faid  publickly,  that 
that  holy  Sign  contained  within  it  fome  Deity,  and  that 
’twas  not  in  vain  their  Friends  the  Spaniards  fo  much 
worfhipped  it.  They  endeavoured  to  imitate  them, 
bending  the  Knee  before  it,  and  repairing  thither  in 
their  Neceflities,  without  thinking  on  their  Idols,  and 
frequenting  their  Temples  much  lefs  than  they  were 
wont.  Which  Devotion  (if  we  may  call  that  fo,  which  was 
indeed  the  Influence  of  an  unknown  Caufe)  increafed 
with  fo  much  Fervour,  both  among  Nobles  and  Ple- 
beians, that  the  Priefts  and^Magicians,  began  to  be  jea- 
lous of  their  Religion,  and  endeavoured  feveral  Times 
to  pluck  up  the  Crofs,  and  break  it  in  Pieces  : But  they 
always  returned  frighted,  without  daring  to  tell  what 
had  happened  to  them,  left  they  lhould  loofe  their  Re- 
putation with  the  People.  Thus  do  Authors  of  Credit 
report  it ; and  after  this  Manner  did  Heaven  take  Care 
to  difpofe  the  Minds  of  thofe  People,  that  they  might 
afterwards,  with  lefs  Refiftance,  receive  the  Gofpel,  as 
the  Husbandman,  before  he  fows  his  Seed,  prepares  the 
Earth  to  facilitate  the  Produ&ion. 
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Nothing  extraordinary  happened  the  firfi:  Days 
March  ; for  now  that  enhumerable  Concourfe  of  Indians 
that  appeared  on  the  Roads,  and  thole  Shouts  which  paf- 
fed  for  Acclammations,  were  no  Novelty.  They  march- 
ed four  Leagues  of  the  five  Cbolula  was  then  diftant 
from  old  Tlafcala;  and  it  was  thought  fit  to  halt  near  the 
Bank  of  a pleafant  River,  to  avoid  entring  by  Night  in- 
to fo  populous  a Town.  Soon  after  they  were  fixed  in 
their  Quarters,  and  had  diftributed  fuch  Orders  as  were 
neceflary  for  their  Defence  and  Security,  there  arrived 
l'econd  Ambaffadors  from  the  City,  People  of  greater 
Rank,  and  better  dreffed.  They  brought  a Prefent  of 
feveral  Sorts  of  Provifions,  and  delivered  their  Embaffy 
with  much  Ceremony  and  Refpeft.  The  Effect  was  to 
excufe  the  Backwardnefs  of  their  Caziques,  for  not 
waiting  on  the  General  at  Tlafcala , thofe  People  being 
their  Enemies,  to  offer  the  Quarters  provided  by  their 
City,  and  withal,  to  acquaint  them  how  much  the  Citizens 
rejoiced  at  their  good  Fortune,  in  deferving  to  entertain 
fuch  Guefts,  fo  much  applauded  for  their  noble  Aflions, 
and  fo  deferving  to  be  belov’d  for  their  Goodnefs.  Thefe 
W ords  were  delivered  with  a feeming  Sincerity,  fuch  as 
very  well  covered  the  Artifice.  Hernan  Cortez i gracioully 
admitted  of  the  Excufe,  and  the  Prefent,  taking  Care 
at  the  fame  Time  to  appear  without  the  leaft  Diftruft  ; 
and  the  next  Day  (by  the  Rifing  of  the  Sun)  he  conti- 
nued his  March  with  the  fame  Order,  but  not  without 
fome  Concern,  which  obliged  him  to  greater  Vigilance  ; 
for  the  City  was  flow  in  coming  out  to  receive  them, 
and  this  Remark,  among  others,  made  fome  Noife. 
But  as  the  Army  drew  near  the  City,  with  their  Arms 
in  Readinefs  for  a Combat,  the  Caziques  and  Priefls  ap- 
peared, with  a numerous  Attendance  of  unarmed  Peo- 
ple. Cortex  gave  Orders  to  halt,  to  receive  them,  and 
they  performed  their  Parts,  with  fo  much  Reverence 
and  Joy,  that  they  left  no  room  for  Jealoufy,  at  that 
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prefent,  of  any  Thing  which  had  been  before  obferved 
of  their  A&ions  and  Management  : But  as  foon  as  they 
perceived  the  Body  of  Tlafcalans  that  marched  in  the 
Rear,  they  changed  their  Countenances ; and  among  the 
Principal  of  thofe  who  came  to  receive  them,  there  arofe 
a difagreeable  Rumour  which  did  again  awaken  the  Jea- 
loufy  of  the  Spaniards.  Donna  Marina  was  ordered  to  en- 
quire into  the  Caufe  of  that  Novelty  ; and  the  Anfwer 
they  gave  by  her  was,  That  the  Tlafcalans  could  not  en- 
ter into  their  City  with  their  Arms,  being  Enemies  to 
their  Nation,  and  Rebels  to  their  King  ; and  they  were 
very  earned  with  Corte^  that  they  lhould  halt,  and  imme- 
diately return  to  their  Country,  as  Impediments  to  the 
Peace  which  was  going  to  be  publilhed ; and  reprefent- 
ed  the  Inconveniences,  without  receding,  or  being  did 
compos’d,  being  pofitive  that  it  was  not  to  be  allowed  ; 
but  that  Refolution  was  confin’d  within  the  Limits  of  a 
Requeft. 

Cortez  was  fomewhat  uneafy  at  this  Demand,  which 
feem’d  reafonable,  but  was  not  confident  with  his  Secu- 
rity : He  endeavoured  to  quiet  them,  by  the  Hopes  of 
finding  feme  Way  to  compofe  their  Differences  ; and 
communicating  the  Matter  briefiy  to  his  Captains,  it  was 
judged  advifeable  to  propofe  to  the  Tlafcalans  to  take 
their  Quarters  without  the  City,  till  fuch  Time  as  they 
could  penetrate  into  the  Defigns  of  the  Caziques,  or  pro- 
ceed on  their  March.  This  Propofition  (which  feemed 
to  have  fomething  of  Hardlhip  in  it)  was  carried  by  the 
Captains  Pedro  de  Alvarado  and  Chrijloval  de  Olid , who 
made  ufe  both  of  Perfwafion,  and  Authority,  as  being 
an  Order  which  was  to  be  obeyed,  and  acquainted  them 
with  the  Reafon.  They  were  fo  very  complying,  that 
they  cut  him  Ihort,  faying,  They  did  not  come  to  did 
pute,  but  obey;  and  that  they  would  prefently  make 
their  Barracks  without  the  Town,  in  a Place  where  they 
might  quickly  come  to  the  Defence  of  their  Friends,  fee, 
ing  they  refolved  to  adventure  contrary  to  all  Reafon, 
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confiding  in  Traytors.  The  People  of  Cboluta  were  im- 
mediately acquainted  with  this,  which  they  readily 
agreed  to,  both  Nations  remaining  not  only  fatisfied, 
but  with  iome  Vanity  from  their  Oppofition  ; the  one, 
partly  becaufe  they  perfwaded  themielvcs  they  had  got 
the  better,  by  leaving  their  Enemies  difcontented,  and 
ill  accommodated ; the  other  Party,  becaufe  they  look- 
ed upon  their  refufing  to  admit  them  within  their  City 
as  a manifeft  Acknowledgement  that  they  flood  in  fear 
of  them.  Thus  does  the  Imagination  of  Men  vary  the 
Nature  and  Appearance  of  Things,  which  are  generally 
valued  as  they  are  taken,  and  they  are  taken  as  we 
would  have  them. 


CHAP.  VI. 


The  Spaniards  make  their  Entry  into  Cholula  ; 
where  the  People  endeavour  to  deceive  them 
by  their  outward  good  Entertainment.  Their 
Treafon  is  difcovered ; and  the  Spaniards 
make  a Difpofition  to  chafiife  them * 


HE  Entry  of  the  Spaniards  into  Cboluld  was 
like  to  that  of Tlafcala  : A Concourfe  of  ennu- 
merable  People,  which  they  pafled  through 
with  Difficulty  ; tumultuous  Acclamations ; 
Women  that  flung  and  bellowed  Nofegays  of  Flowers  • 
Caziques  and  Priefts,  with  repeated  Refpedls  and  Per- 
fumes ; Variety  of  Inftruments,  which  made  more 
Noife  than  Mufick,  difperfed  about  the  Streets  ; and 
their  Joy  fo  well  counterfeited,  that  the  Spaniards , who 
came  thither  full  of  Jealoufy,  began  to  think  them  fin- 
cere. 


The 
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The  City  was  fo  beautiful  to  behold,  that  it  was 
compared  to  our  Valladolid,  ; fituate  in  a Plain,  the  Ho- 
rizon on  all  Sides  open,  and  very  delightful.  They  fay 
it  contained  within  the  Walls  twenty  thoufand  Inhabi- 
tants, and  that  the  Number  was  greater  of  thofe  who 
lived  in  the  Suburbs.  ’Twas  generally  frequented  by 
many  Strangers ; partly  as  a Sanfluary  of  their  Gods, 
and  partly  as  the  great  Emporium  of  Merchandize. 
The  Streets  were  wide,  and  well  laid  out  * the  Build- 
ings greater,  and  of  better  Architecture  than  thofe  of 
Tlafcala;  and  their  Wealth,  made.it  appear  more  noble, 
with  the  Towers,  which  fhewed  the  Multitude  of  their 
Temples.  The  Inhabitants  were  more  cunning  than  war- 
like, Merchants  and  Mechanicks,  abundance  of  People, 
and  but  few  of  Diftinftion. 

The  Quarters  provided  for  the  Spaniards  were  three 
or  four  large  Houfes  contiguous  to  each  other,  which 
contained  the  Spaniards  and  Zempoalans  ; where  they 
could  both  fortify  themfelves,  as  Occafion  required  ; and 
their  Cuftora  fo  to  do,  made  it  not  feem  flrange.  The 
Tlafcalans  chofe  a Place  for  their  Quarters  a little  dif- 
tant  from  the  Town,  fecuring  it  with  fome  Works ; 
they  formed  their  Guards,  and  placed  their  Centinels, 
being  now  improved  in  Military  Affairs  by  the  Imitation 
of  their  Friends.  The  firft  three  or  four  Days  were  all 
quiet,  and  good  Ufage.  The  Caziques  were  punctual  in 
paying  their  Refpefts  to  Corte^,  and  endeavoured  ter  be 
acquainted  with  his  Captains.  Provifions  were  given 
liberally,  and  in  abundance ; all  outward  Appearances 
were  favourable,  infomuch  that  the  Spaniards  began  to 
think  what  they  heard  was  falfe,  and  that  they  had  up- 
on too  flight  Foundations  believed  the  former  Ru- 
mours ; fo  readily  difpofed  is  the  Mind  always  to  make 
it  felf  eafy.  But  it  was  not  long  before  the  Truth  ap- 
peared ; nor  could  thofe  People  continue  in  their  Arti. 
flee  till  they  had  compafled  what  they  intended  : Deceit- 
ful 
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ful  both  by  Nature  and  Cuftom,  but  not  fo  watchful 
and  cunning  as  their  Diffimulation  and  Malice  requir’d. 

Provisions  by  little  and  little  grew  fcarce,  the 
Entertainments  and  Attendance  of  the  Caziques  ceafed 
at  once.  Motezjimas  Ambaffadors  held  private  Confe- 
rences with  the  Priefts,  and  the  People  difcover’d  a 
faife  Joy  in  their  Countenances.  All  Things  gave  Signs 
of  fome  Novelty,  and  awaken’d  the  ill-Iull’d  Jealoufy 
of  the  Spaniards.  Cortex.  contriv’d  to  find  out  fome 
Means  to  be  inform’d  of  the  Intentions  of  thofe  People  ; 
and  at  the  fame  Time  the  Truth  difcover’d  it  felf ; the 
Providence  of  God,  fo  often  known  by  Experience  in 
this  Conqueft,  anticipating  all  the  Contrivances  of  Men. 

A N antient  Indian  Woman  of  Note,  who  had  great 
Relations  in  Cbolula,  had  contracted  a Friendlhip  with 
Donna  Marina : She  often  vifted  her  with  Familiarity; 
and  Donna  Marina  very  well  deferv’d  it  from  her,  for  her 
natural  Courtefy  and  Difcretion.  She  came  that  Day 
earlier,  and  feem’d  to  be  fuller  of  Thought  and  Trouble 
than  ufual.  She  drew  her  afide  privately  from  the  Spa- 
niards, and  charging  her  with  Secrecy,  even  by  the 
manner  of  her  Delivery,  began  to  bemoan  her  Capti- 
vity, and  to  perfwade  her  to  forfake  thofe  abominable 
Strangers,  and  come  to  her  Houfe,  where  fhe  offer’d  her 
Entertainment  and  Protection  from  the  Spaniards.  Donna 
Marina,  who  was  ingenious  enough,  compar’d  this  Of- 
fer with  the  other  Signs,  and  pretending  that  fhe  was 
under  Opprefhon,  and  came  againft  her  Will  with  thofe 
People,  feem’d  to  facilitate  the  Efcape,  and  accepted  of 
her  Entertainment  with  fo  many  grateful  Acknowledg- 
ments, that  the  Indian , believing  her  fincere,  difcover’d 
her  whole  Heart ; telling  her,  “ It  was  abfolutely  ne_ 
“ ceffary  fhe  fhould  go  immediately,  for  that  the  Time 
“ appointed  among  their  People  for  the  Deftru&ion  of 
“ the  Spaniards  drew  near  ; and  that  ’twas  unreafonable 
“ fo  valuable  a Woman  fhould  perifli  with  them  : That 
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u Motezjma  had  provided  twenty  thoufand  Men  at  a 
“ fmall  Diftance,  to  make  fare  of  the  Defign  : That 
“ fix  thoufand  chofen  Men  of  that  Number  had  already 
“ enter’d  the  City  in  fmall  Parcels : That  Abundance  of 
“ Arms  had  been  diftributed  among  the  People,  Quanti- 
“ ties  of  Stones  carried  up  to  the  Tops  of  the  Houfes,  and 
deep  Trenches  were  cut  a-crofs  the  Streets,  writh  fharp 
“ Stakes  fix’d  in  the  Bottom,  covering  the  fame  at. Top 
“ with  Earth  on  flight  Supporters,  that  the  Horfes 
“ might  fall  in,  and  be  wounded  : That  Motezjima  did 
“ defign  to  make  an  End  of  all  the  Spaniards  ; but  had 
“ commanded  fome  of  them  to  be  brought  alive,  to 
“ fatisfy  his  Curiofity,  and  his  Regard  for  his  Gods : 
“ And  that  he  had  prefented  the  City  with  a Drum 
“ made  of  Gold,  curioufiy  hollow’d,  to  excite  their 
“ Minds  with  this  military  Favour.”  In  fhort,  Donna 
Marina  (expreffing  how  much  fhe  rejoiced  at  the  good 
Difpofition  of  their  Undertaking,  and  asking  fome  Qtief" 
tions  as  one  that  was  pleafed  with  what  Ihe  enquir’d 
after)  found  her  felf  fully  inform’d  of  the  whole  Con- 
fpiracy.  She  pretended  Ihe  would  immediately  go  with 
her  ; and  under  Colour  of  getting  together  her  Jewels, 
with  fome  other  valuable  Things,  fhe  found  the  Means 
of  leaving  her  without  Sufpicion,  and  immediately  gave 
an  Account  to  Cortez He  order’d  the  Indian  to  be  feiz’d  j 
who,  after  a few  Threats,  between  Confulion  and  Com 
viftion,  difcover’d  the  whole. 

Soon  after  came  fome  Tlafcalan  Soldiers,  drefs’d 
like  Peafants,  and  told  Cortex  from  their  Commanders, 
“ That  he  Ihould  take  care  of  himfelf,  for  that  from 
“ their  Quarters  they  had  feen  the  People  of  Cholula 
“ carry  their  Women  and  Goods  to  the  neighbouring 
“ Villages : ” A fure  Sign  they  were  hatching  fome  Trea- 
fon.  They  underftood  likewife  that  they  had  celebrated 
that  Morning,  in  the  great  Temple  of  their  City,  a Sa- 
crifice of  ten  Children  of  both  Sexes ; a Ceremony  they 
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ufed  when  they  defigned  to  undertake  any  military  Ac- 
tion.  At  the  fame  time  arriv’d  two  or  three  Zempoa :* 
Ians,  who  going  about  the  City,  by  Accident  had  dif- 
cover’d  the  Deceit  of  their  Trenches,  and  had  feen  in  the 
Streets,  on  the  Sides,  fome  Works  and  Palifades,  which 
they  had  made  to  guide  the  Horfes  to  the  Precipices. 

There  was  no  occafion  for  any  greater  Confirmation  of 
the  Intentions  of  thofe  People : But  Hernan  Cortex  was  re- 
folv’d  to  make  the  Matter  appear  clearer,  and  lo  to  juftify 
his  Proceedings,  that  none  fhould  be  able  to  blemifh  them, 
by  procuring  fome  principal  Witnefles  of  the  fame  Nation, 
who  fhould  confefs  the  Crime.  To  which  End  he  order’d 
the  Chief  Prieft  to  be  called,  on  whom  the  reft  depended, 
and  two  or  three  more  of  the  fame  Profeflion  ; Men 
who  were  of  great  Authority  with  the  Caziques,  and  the 
Generality  of  the  People.  He  examined  them  feparate- 
ly,  not  as  one  who  doubted  their  Intention,  but  as  one 
who  was  forty  for  their  Treafon,  acquainting  them  with 
all  the  Circumftances  he  knew ; but  concealing  the  Man- 
ner how  he  came  by  that  Knowledge,  to  make  them  ad- 
mire, and  the  Matter  feem  more  myfterious,  leaving 
them  puzzled  in  their  Notion  of  his  Knowledge.  They 
believ’d  they  were  talking  to  a Deity,  that  penetrated 
the  Secrets  of  Mens  Hearts,  and  durft  not  carry  on  the 
Deceit,  but  immediately  confeffed  the  Treafon  with  all 
the  Circumftances ; blaming  Mote^uma,  by  whofe  Order 
every  Thing  was  difpofed  and  provided. 

Co  Rio  E z order’d  them  to  be  fecretly  imprifon’d,  to 
avoid  railing  any  Difturbance  in  the  City.  He  likewife 
order’d  Care  to  be  taken  of  Mote^ulnd s Ambaffadors, 
without  fuffering  them  to  go  out,  or  have  any  Commu- 
nication with  thofe  of  the  City  ; and  calling  his  Cap- 
tains together,  he  acquainted  them  with  the  whole  Af- 
fair, and  how  much  it  concern’d  them  not  to  let  this 
Treachery  go  unpunilh’d  ; making  it  appear  eafy,  and 
weighing  the  Confequences  with  fo  much  Energy  and 
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Refolution,  that  they  all  refolv’d  to  obey,  leaving  the 
Direction  and  Succefs  to  his  Prudence. 

This  being  done,  he  fent  for  the  Caziques  who  go- 
vern’d the  City,  and  publifh’d  his  March  for  the  next 
Day  ; not  that  he  defign’d  it,  or  that  it  was  poffible  ; 
but  only  to  ftreighten  them  in  Time  for  what  they  were 
about  to  do.  He  demanded  Provifions  for  the  March, 
Indians  of  Burden  for  his  Baggage,  and  two  thoufand 
Men  armed  to  accompany  him,  as  the  Zempoalans  and 
Tlafcalans  had  done.  They  offer’d  the  Provifions  and 
Tamenes  faintly,  but  the  armed  Men  which  he  demanded 
with  greater  Readinefs  ; in  which  their  Defigns  ran 
counter  ; for  Cortex  defir’d  them  to  difunite  their  Forces, 
and  to  have  in  his  Power  aPart  of  the  Traytors  who  were 
to  be  chaftiz’d  j and  the  Caziques  offer’d  them,  that  they 
might  introduce  among  the  Troops  of  Cortex thofe  conceal’d 
Enemies,  and  make  ufe  of  them  when  Occafion  offer’d. 
Both  Policies  of  War,  and  both  fupported  by  military 
Reafons,  if  thofe  Kinds  of  Deceit  may  be  allow’d  for 
Reafon  which  War  has  made  lawful,  and  Example  has 
dignify ’d. 

Notice  was  given  to  the  Tlafcalans  of  all  that 
happen’d,  with  Orders  to  be  in  a Readinefs  ; and  that  at 
the  firft  Dawning  of  the  Day  they  fhould  draw  near  the 
City,  as  if  they  were  moving  to  follow  the  March  ; and 
that  at  the  firft  Difcharge  of  the  Fire-Arms  they  fhould 
advance  with  all  Speed  into  the  City  to  join  the  Army, 
bringing  with  them  all  the  People  they  found  armed. 
He  took  care  alfo  that  the  Spaniards  and  Zempoalans 
fhould  have  their  Arms  in  Order,  and  be  acquainted 
with  the  Bufinefs  they  were  to  be  employ’d  in.  As 
foon  as  it  was  Night  (the  Quarters  being  fecur’d  by 
Guards,  and  fuch  Centinels  as  the  prefent  Occafion  re* 
quir’d)  Cortez,  fent  for  Motezumd s Ambaffadors,  and 
with,  much  Shew  of  great  Intimacy,  as  one  that  im- 
parted to  them  what  they  did  not  know,  told  them, 
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“ That  he  had  difcover’d,  and  had  Proofs  of  a very 
“ great  Confpiracy,  form’d  againft  him  by  the  Caziques 
“ and  Citizens  of  Cbolula  : He  acquainted  them  with 
“ what  Meafures  they  had  taken  again  it  his  Perfou  and 
“ Army : He  laid  before  them  how  much  they  had 
“ been  wanting  to  the  Laws  of  Hofpitality,  the  Eita- 
“ bliihment  of  the  Peace,  and  the  Word  of  their  Prince.  ” 
And  added,  “ That  he  had  not  only  come  to  the  Know* 
“ ledge  of  this,  by  his  own  Speculation  and  Vigilance } 
“ but  that  the  principal  Confpirators  had  likewife  con- 
<c  feifed  it,  and  excufed  their  Treachery  by  a greater 
“ Crime  ; for  they  had  the  Boldneis  to  fay  they  had  re- 
“ ceiv’d  Orders  and  Affiftance  from  Motezjtma  to  deftroy 
“ his  Army  after  fo  infamous  a manner  ; which  was  not 
“ likely,  nor  could  he  entertain  fo  mean  a Thought  of 
“ fo  great  a Prince  ; for  which  Reafon  he  had  refolv’d 
u to  take  Satisfaction  for  the  Oftence  with  the  utmolt 
“ Rigour  of  his  Arms  : That  he  communicated  this  to 
“ them,  that  they  might  be  appriz’d  of  his  Reafons, 
“ and  underltand  that  he  was  not  fo  angry  with  them 
e‘  for  the  Crime  committed  againft  himfelf,  as  for  the 
“ Circumftance  thofe  feditious  People  made  ule  of,  by 
“ authorizing  their  Treafon  with  the  Name  of  the 
“ King.” 

The  Ambalfadors  pretended,  as  well  as  they  could, 
that  they  knew  nothing  of  the  Confpiracy,  and  endea- 
vour’d to  fave  the  Credit  of  their  Prince,  following  the 
Path  which  Cortex  had  purpofely  chalk’d  them  out  to 
leffen  the  Force  of  his  Complaint. 

I t was  not  convenient  at  that  Time  publickly  to  feem 
to  diftruft  Motezjima,  and  make  a powerful  Prince,  who 
was  refolv’d  to  dilfemble,  a powerful  open  Enemy  : Upon 
which  Confideration  it  was  refolv’d  to  overthrow  his 
Defigns,  without  giving  him  Reafon  to  believe  they 
knew  them  ; punifhing  only  his  Aflions  in  the  Perfons 
of  thofe  he  employ’d,  and  contenting  themfelves  to 
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avoid  the  Blow,  without  any  regard  to  the  Arm  that 
guided  it.  Cortex  thought  it  a Matter  of  fmall  Difficulty 
to  break  that  Body  of  Men  provided  to  fupport  the  Sedi- 
tious, as  one  accuftom’d  to  greater  Deeds  with  a fmaller 
Force  ; and  he  was  fo  far  from  doubting  the  Succefs, 
that  he  efteem’d  it  a Happinefs  (or,  at  leaf!:,  he  faid  fo 
among  his  own  People)  to  find  this  Opportunity  of 
raifing  the  Reputation  of  his  Arms  among  the  Mexicans  ; 
and,  in  Truth,  he  was  not  difpleafed  to  find  Mote^uma 
fo  much  at  a Lofs  in  Stratagems  ; believing  that  he 
would  fcarce  raife  his  Thoughts  to  very  great  Matters, 
who  durft  not  attack  him  openly,  and  difcover’d  in  his 
very  Deceits  the  Weaknefs  of  his  Refolution. 


CHAP.  VII. 


Cortez  chaftifes  the  Tray  tors  of  Cholula  ; re. 
duces  and  pacifies  the  City  ; and  efiablijhes 
a Friendjbip  betwixt  them  and  the  Tlaf- 
calans. 

m 

foon  as  it  was  Day  the  Indians  of  Burden 
came,  as  had  been  demanded,  and  fome  Pro- 
vifions  ; but  the  former  fewer  in  Number, 
and  the  other  lefs  in  Quantity,  than  was  ex- 
pected. Afterwards  came  the  armed  Indians , in  broken 
Troops,  who,  under  Pretence  of  accompanying  them  in 
the  March,  had  their  Counter-Orders  to  fall  upon  the 
Rear,  when  Occafion  requir’d  ; of  whofe  Numbers  the 
Caziques  had  been  no  Niggards,  but  gave  another  Sig- 
nal of  their  evil  Intention,  by  fending  more  than  were 
defired.  Her  nan  Cortex  diftributed  them  into  the  fe- 
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veral  Courts  of  the  Quarters,  where  he  very  artfully 
fecured  them  ; telling  them  that  he  was  obliged  to  fe- 
parate  them,  in  order  to  form  his  Squadrons  as  he  was 
accuftomed.  He  prefently  put  his  Men  in  Order,  well 
inftru&ed  in  what  they  were  to  do  ; and  mounting  his 
Horfe,  with  thofe  that  were  to  follow  him  in  the  Action, 
caufed  the  Caziques  to  be  called,  to  juftify  to  them  his 
Refolutions  ; of  whom  fome  came,  and  others  ex- 
culed  themfelves.  He  told  them  with  a loud  Voice, 
(and  Donna  Marina  ex  plain’d  it  with  the  fame  Vehemence,) 
That  now  their  Confpiracy  was  difcover’d,  and  their 
Punilhment  refolv’d  on ; by  the  Rigour  of  which  they 
fhould  know  how  much  it  imported  them  to  maintain 
that  Peace  which  they  intended  fo  treacheroufly  to  break. 
Scarce  had  he  begun  to  proteft  the  Damage  they  fhould 
receive,  when  they  retir’d  to  join  their  own  Forces, 
flying  with  more  than  ordinary  Diligence,  and  beginning 
the  War  with  fome  Injuries  and  Threats,  which  were 
heard  at  a good  Diftance.  Then  Hernan  Cortex  com- 
manded that  the  Foot  fhould  fall  upon  thofe  Indians  he 
kept  divided  in  the  Squares;  and  tho’  they  were  all  pro- 
vided with  Arms  to  execute  their  Treachery,  and  endea- 
voured to  join,  in  order  to  defend  themfelves,  they  were 
all  deftroy’d  with  fmall  Difficulty,  none  efcaping  with 
Life,  but  fuch  as  could  hide,  or  fling  themfelves  from 
the  Walls,  making  ufe  of  their  Agility  and  Lances  to 
leap  to  the  other  Side. 

Having  fecur’d  all  at  his  Back  with  the  Slaughter 
of  his  concealed  Enemies,  he  gave  the  Signal  for  the 
Tlafcalans  to  move,  and  the  Army  advanced  leifurely 
to  the  principal  Street,  leaving  in  the  Quarters  fuch  a 
Guard  as  was  neceflary.  He  detached  fome  Zempoalans 
before  to  difcover  the  Trenches,  that  the  Horfe  might 
not  be  endanger’d.  The  Cholulans  at  the  fame  Time  were 
not  idle,  for  finding  themfelves  now  engaged  in  open 
War,  they  call’d  in  the  reft  of  the  Mexicans  ; and  join- 
ing 
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ing  in  a great  Square,  where  they  had  three  or  four 
Temples,  they  placed  a Part  of  their  People  on  the  Top 
of  their  Towers,  and  in  the  Porches  ; the  reft  they  di- 
vided into  feveral  Bodies,  to  engage  the  Spaniards.  But 
at  the  fame  Time  that  Cortez? s Troops  enter’d  the  Square, 
and  the  Charge  was  given  on  both  Sides,  the  Body  of 
T/afcalans  clos’d  with  the  Enemies  Rear;  which  unexpended 
Accident  put  them  in  fo  much  Dread  and  Diforder,  that 
they  could  not  fly,  and  knew  not  how  to  defend  them- 
felves  ; fo  that  the  Spaniards  were  rather  encumber’d  than 
oppos’d  by  their  Enemies,  who  ran  from  one  Danger  to 
another  with  little  or  no  Choice  ; People  void  of  Coun- 
fel,  who  only  advanc’d  in  Hopes  to  efcape,  and  very  of- 
ten prefented  their  Breads  to  the  Points  of  their  Ene- 
mies Weapons,  without  remembring  to  make  the  leaft 
Ufe  of  their  Hands.  Many  were  killed  in  this  fort  of 
Engagement  ; but  the  greateft  Part  efcaped  fo  the  Tem- 
ples, on  whofe  Steps  and  Terraces  the  Spaniards  dif- 
cover’d  a Multitude  of  armed  Men,  but  fuch  as  ra- 
ther filled  than  defended  the  Eminences  of  thofe  great 
Buildings.  The  Mexicans  took  upon  them  the  De- 
fence of  thofe  Places,  but  found  themfelves  fo  encum- 
ber’d and  opprefs’d  by  the  Crowd  pf  the  Inhabitants,  that 
they  could  hardly  turn  themfelves,  and  had  fcarce  Room 
to  difcharge  their  Arrows.  Cortex  approached  the  great- 
eft  of  the  Temples  with  his  Troops,  and  commanded 
his  Interpreters  with  a loud  Voice,  to  offer  free  Paffage 
to  all  fuch  as  would  voluntarily  come  down  and  furren- 
der  ; which  was  perform’d  the  fecond  and  third  Time  ; 
and  then  perceiving  that  no  one  moved,  he  order’d  the 
Tower  of  the  Temples  to  be  fired,  which,  ’tis  agreed,  was 
executed,  and  that  a great  many  perilh’d  in  the  Fire 
and  Ruins.  It  did  not  appear  an  eafy  Matter  for  them 
to  have  fired  thofe  high  Buildings,  without  firft  opening 
the  Paffage  of  the  Stairs,  if  Cortex  himfelf  had  not  hit 
upon  it,  by  making  ufe  of  the  flaming  Arrows,  with  which 
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the  Indians  at  a great  Diftance  threw  their  artificial  Fires; 
but  nothing  was  fufficient  to  dillodge  the  Enemy,  till 
they  ffiorten’d  the  Attack  by  making  way  with  the  Ar- 
tillery, and  it  was  worthy  of  Remark,  that  only  one, 
out  of  fo  many  as  were  deftroy’d  in  this  Temple,  fur- 
render’d  voluntarily  to  the  Courtefy  of  the  Spaniards : 
A notable  Token  of  their  Obfiinacy. 

The  lame  Method  was  ufed  at  the  other  Temples,  ~ 
and  afterwards  they  rang’d  thro’  the  whole  City,  which 
was  left  entirely  difpeopled,  and  War  ceafed  for  want  of 
Enemies.  The  Tlafcalans  were  diforderly  to  Excefs  in 
the  Pillage,  and  it  coll  fome  Difficulty  to  make  them 
retire.  They  made  a great  many  Prifoners,  loaded  them- 
felves  with  Clothes,  and  Merchandizes  of  Value  ; and 
particularly  they  fell  upon  the  Salt-Houfes,  of  which 
they  immediately  fent  fome  Loads  to  their  City,  confi- 
dering  the  Neceffities  of  their  Country  in  the  very  midft 
of  their  Plunder.  Above  fix  thoufand  Men  were  left 
dead  in  the  Streets,  Temples,  and  ftrong  Houfes,  be- 
tween Natives  and  Mexicans  ; an  Aflion  well-difpos’d, 
and  perform’d  without  any  Lofs  on  our  Side  ; and,  in 
Truth,  it  was  rather  a Chaftifement  than  a Viflory. 

He  rnan  Cortez  retir’d  immediately  to  his  Quar- 
ters with  the  Spaniards  and  Zempoalans  ; and,  affigning 
Quarters  for  the  Tlafcalans  within  the  City,  order’d  the 
Prifoners  of  both  Nations  to  be  fet  at  Liberty  ; which 
were  indeed  the  principal  People,  whom  the  Tlafcalans 
had  preferved  as  their  moft  valuable  Prize.  Cortex  firft 
order’d  them  to  be  brought  into  his  Prefence,  and  then 
commanded  that  the  Priefts  ffiould  conje  forth  from  their 
Retirements,  with  the  Indian  who  difcover’d  their  De- 
figns,  and  the  Ambafladors  of  Motesyma  : Then  he  made 
them  a ffiort  Difcourfe,  complaining,  That  the  People  of 
that  City  had  obliged  him  to  fo  fevere  a Puniffiment  ; 
and  after  laying  before  them  the  Crime,  and  affiuring  all 
that  he  had  laid  afide  his  Difpleafure,  and  fatisfy’d  his 
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juft  Revenge,  he  commanded  a general  Pardon  to  be 
publifhed,  without  any  Exception  ; and  made  it  his  Re- 
queft  to  the  Caziques,  That  they  would  endeavour  to 
repeople  the  City,  by  calling  back  the  Fugitives,  and 
encouraging  thofe  to  come  forth  who  were  conceal’d. 

The  Indians  could  fcarce  believe  they  were  at  Li- 
berty, knowing  with  what  Rigour  they  ufed  to  treat 
their  own  Pril'oners  j but  killing  the  Earth  in  token  of 
their  great  Acknowledgment,  they  offer’d,  with  the  moft 
humble  Submiflion,  to  execute  the  Orders  given  them. 
The  Ambaffadors  endeavour’d  to  conceal  their  Confu- 
fion,  applauding  the  Succefs  of  that  Day  ; and  Hernan 
Cortex  congratulated  them  on  the  fame,  buffering  Diffi- 
mulation  to  take  Place  for  the  prefent,  that  he  might 
keep  them  free  from  Sufpicion,  and  oblige  Mote^uma, 
by  this  outward  Shew,  to  intereft  himfelf  in  the  Chaf- 
tifement  of  his  own  Artifice. 

The  City  was  in  a little  Time  repeopled ; for  this 
Demonftration  of  betting  at  Liberty  the  Caziques  and 
Priefts  fo  boon,  with  the  Impreflion  this  great  Clemency 
of  the  Spaniards  made  on  them,  after  fo  juft  a Provoca- 
tion, was  fufficient  Affurance  to  the  People  who  were 
fcatter’d  among  the  neighbouring  Villages.  The  Citizens 
return’d  immediately  to  their  Houfes  with  their  Fami- 
lies, open’d  their  Shops,  lhewed  their  Wares,  and  the 
Tumult  was  at  once  converted  into  Obedience  and  Secu- 
rity : An  Aflion  which  did  not  fo  much  Ihew  the  na- 
tural Facility  with  which  thofe  Indians  ran  from  one  Ex- 
treme to  another,  as  the  great  Opinion  they  had  of  the 
Spaniards  ; for  they  found  in  the  very  Juftification  of 
their  Punifhment  fufficient  Reafon  be  fecure,  on  their 
Amendment. 

The  Day  after  the  Acffion  Xicotencal  arriv’d  with  an 
Army  ol  twenty  thoufand  Men,  which,  upon  the  firft 
Notice  from  their  People,  the  Republick  bent  to  the 
Succour  of  the  Spaniards.  They  had  kept  their  Forces 
on  Foot,  doubting  the  Succefs  ; and  upon  all  Occafions 
the  Spaniards  experimented  the  Diligence  of  that  Nation. 
Ihey  halted  without  the  City,  where  Hernan  Cortex  vi- 
lited  and  entertain’d  them  with  the  greateft  Acknowledg- 
ments for  their  Care  and  Zeal  to  ferve  him  ; but  at  the 
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fame  Time  prevail’d  on  them  to  return,  telling  Xkoten - 
cal  and  his  Captains,  “ That  now  their  Abidance  was 
“ not  neceffary  for  the  Reduction  of  the  City  ; and  that 
u having  refolv’d  Ihortly  to  march  for  Mexico,  it  was 
64  not  convenient  to  awaken  the  Power  of  Motezjma, 
“ and  provoke  him  to  War,  by  bringing  into  his  Domi- 
“ nions  fo  numerous  a Body  of  Tlajcalans , declared  Enc- 
“ mies  of  the  Mexicans .”  They  made  no  Objections  to 
thefe  Reafons  ; on  the  contrary,  they  ingenuoufly  con- 
feffed  and  acknowledg’d  that  they  were  juft,  offering  to 
have  Troops  in  Readinefs,  and  to  come  to  his  Aftiftance 
whenfoever  Occafton  required. 

Cortez  endeavour’d,  before  they  returned,  to  re- 
concile the  two  Nations  of  Tlafcala  and  Cbolula.  He  fet 
on  foot  a Treaty,  removed  the  Difficulties,  and,  as  his 
Authority  was  now  well  confirm’d  with  both  Parties,  he 
effected  it  in  a few  Days ; and  the  At  of  Confederacy 
and  Alliance  between  the  two  Cities  and  their  Diftrits, 
were  celebrated  with  the  Aftiftance  of  their  Magiftrates, 
and  the  accuftomed  Solemnities  and  Ceremonies.  This 
was  a wife  Mediation;  to  which  he  was  obliged,  for  the 
fake  of  the  Conveniency  of  opening  a Way  for  the  Tlaf- 
calans  to  fupply  him  the  more  eafily  with  fuch  Suc- 
cours as  he  fhould  have  Occafion  for,  and  likewife  not  to 
leave  this  Impediment  to  his  Retreat,  in  cafe  the  Succels 
fhould  not  be  anfwerable  to  his  Hopes. 

Thus  happen’d  the  Chaftifement  of  Cbolula,  fo  much 
talked  of  in  the  Books  of  Strangers,  and  in  one  of  our 
own  People,  who  by  this  Means  obtain’d  the  miferable 
Applaufe  of  feeing  himfelf  quoted  againft  his  Country. 
They  place  this  Aftion  among  the  barbarous  Cruelties 
related  of  the  Spaniards  in  the  Indies,  and  enlarge  very 
much  upon  it,  to  diferedit  and  reflect  on  the  Conqueit. 
They  would  give  up  all  the  Glory  of  our  Arms  to  a co- 
vetous Impulfe  and  Thirft  of  Gold,  without  remem- 
bring  we  open’d  the  Way  to  Religion,  with  the  concur- 
rent fpecial  Aftiftance  of  the  Arm  of  God  throughout 
the  whole  Undertaking.  They  very  much  lament  the 
Indians , treating  them  as  a defencelefs  and  fimple  People, 
that  their  Sufferings  might  appear  the  greater,  and  by  a 
wicked  Compaffion  fhew  their  Hatred  and  Envy. 
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The  Cafe  of  Cholula  needs  no  other  Defence  than  the 
bare  Narration.  That  fufficiently  fhews  the  Malice  of 
thofe  Barbarians,  and  how  well  they  knew  to  make  ufe 
both  of  Force  and  Fraud,  and  with  how  much  Juftice 
their  Treachery  was  punilh’d  ; from  whence  may  be 
gather’d  how  paffionately  they  relate  other  Cafes  of  hor- 
rible Inhumanity,  which  they  conlider  with  the  fame 
Partiality.  We  are  not  ignorant  that  in  fome  Part  of  the 
Indies  Actions  have  been  feen  worthy  of  Reprehenfion, 
indeed  contrary  both  to  Piety  and  Reafon  ; but  in  what 
juft  and  holy  Undertaking  have  they  not  palfed  by  fome 
Inconveniences  ? From  what  well  difciplin’d  Army 
could  they  ever  entirely  banifh  thole  Abufes  and  Difor- 
ders  which  the  World  calls  military  Liberty  ? And  what 
Proportion  do  thefe  leffer  Inconveniences  bear  with  the 
principal  Point  of  the  Conqueft  ? Thofe  who  are  en- 
vious of  the  Spanijb  Glory,  mull:  confefs,  that  from  this 
Beginning  refulted,  and  with  thefe  Inftruments  was  per- 
fected, the  Converlion  of  this  Body  of  Gentiles , and  fo 
great  a Part  of  the  World  at  this  Day  reftored  to  their 
Creator.  But  to  think  that  this  Conqueit  of  the  Indies 
fhould  not  be  agreeable  to  God,  and  his  moll  high  De- 
cree, for  this  or  that  Crime  of  the  Conquerors,  is  to 
confound  the  Subllance  with  Accidents  ; which  even  in 
the  ineffable  Work  of  our  Redemption,  preftippofes  (as 
necelfary  for  univerfal  Salvation)  the  Malice  of  thofe 
permitted  Sinners,  who  were  the  Inftruments  of  working 
the  greatelf  Remedy  with  the  greatell  Iniquity.  The 
Ends  of  God  may  be  known  in  lome  of  his  Difpofitions, 
which  carry  along  with  them  the  Signals  of  his  Provi- 
dence ; but  the  Propolition  and  Agreement  of  the  Means 
by  which  they  are  direCled,  is  a Point  referv’d  to  his 
eternal  Wifdon,  and  fo  conceal’d  from  human  Know- 
ledge, that  all  fuch  prejudiced  Opinions,  whofe  Subtle- 
ties would  pafs  on  the  World  for  Strength  of  Under- 
ftanding,  ought  to  be  heard  with  Contempt,  as  being,  in 
Truth,  no  more  than  a daring  Ignorance. 
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CHAP.  VIII. 

The  Spaniards  march  from  Cholula  ; they  meet 
with  new  Difficulties  on  the  Mountain  of  Chaleo : 
M otexuma  endeavours  to  flop  them  by  means 
of  his  Magicians. 

HE  Day  prefix’d  for  the  March  was  now  drawing 
near,  when  fome  Zempoallans  who  ferv’d  in  the  Army 
(whether  they  fear’d  the  Danger  of  marching  to  the 
Court  of  Motezuma , or  that  the  Love  of  their  Coun- 
try weighed  more  with  them  than  Reputation)  defired  Leave 
to  return  Home  ; which  Cortes  granted  without  Difficulty  j 
thanking  them  for  the  good  Services  they  had  done  him  : And 
by  this  Opportunity  fent  fome  Prefents  to  the  Cacique  of  Zem- 
poalla  j recommending  again  to  his  Care,  thofe  Spaniards  he  had 
left  in  his  Diftridt,  upon  the  Confidence  repos’d  in  his  Friend- 
fhip  and  Alliance.  He  wrote  at  the  fame  Time  to  Juan  dc 
Efcalante , with  particular  Earneftnefs,  to  fend  him  fome  Meal 
for  the  Hoft,  and  Wine  for  the  Mafs  ; which  began  to  grow 
fcarce,  and  the  want  of  which  would  very  much  diftrefs  him 
and  his  Troops.  He  gave  him  a fhort  Account  of  his  Pro- 
grefs,  that  he  might  thereby  encourage  him  to  ftrengthen 
the  Fortrefs  of  Vera  Cruz,  by  additional  Fortifications  $ not  fo 
much  on  account  of  the  Indians , as  of  what  they  might  fufpedt 
from  Diego  VelaJcjue^  whofe  reftlefs  Spirit  added  to  the  Ge- 
neral’s Anxiety. 

At  this  Time  arrived  new  Embaffadors  from  Motezuma , who 
having  been  inform’d  of  what  pafs’d  at  Cholula , began  to  think 
of  treating  with  the  Spaniards  : Accordingly,  thefe  Embaffadors 
return’d  Thanks  to  Cortes  for  chaftizing  the  Seditious ; they  tri- 
fled fo  far,  as  to  enlarge  upon  the  Indignation  of  their  King, 
and  to  brand  thofe  with  the  Name  of  Traitors,  who  had  me- 
rited it  no  otherwife  than  by  Obedience  to  his  Commands. 
This  Meffage  was  accompanied  with  a Prefent  of  equal  Value 
and  Pomp  j and  by  what  happen  d afterwards,  it  appears,  that 
the  Defign  of  it  was  to  make  Cortes  think  himfelf  fecure  of  their 
good  Intentions,  that  he  might  be  the  lefs  circumfpe<5t  in  his 
March,  and  fall  into  another  Ambufh,  prepared  for  him.  In 
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fine,  after  fourteen  Days  Stay,  during  which  Time  they  were 
employed  in  the  Manner  we  have  related,  they  began  their 
March  5 and  the  firfl  Night  the  Army  quartered  in  a Village 
in  the  Jurifdidtion  of  Guacocingo,  to  which  the  Chiefs  of  that 
Government,  and  of  other  neighbouring  Towns,  immediately 
repaired  with  fufficient  Quantity  of  Provifions,  and  fome  Pre- 
fents  of  fmall  Value,  but  enough  to  fhew  the  Affeftion  with 
which  they  expedted  the  Spaniards.  Among  thefe  People  Cortes 
found  the  fame  Complaints  of  Mote^uma  as  in  Provinces 
more  remote ; nor  was  he  forry  to  fee  thofe  Humours  extend 
fo  near  the  Heart,  perfwading  himfelf,  that  a Prince  could 
not  be  very  powerful  with  fo  many  Marks  of  a Tyrant, 
who  by  lofingthe  Love  of  hisVaffals,  is  deflitute  of  the  furefl 
Defence  of  a King. 

The  next  Day  they  profecuted  their  March  over  a very 
craggy  Mountain,  which  join’d  to  the  Volcano.  Cortes  marched 
with  Caution,  having  been  advifed  by  one  of  the  Caciques  of 
Guacocingo  at  parting,  not  to  confide  in  the  Mexicans , who  had 
placed  a great  Ambufcade  on  the  other  Side  of  the  Mountain, 
and  flopped  up  the  Royal  Road,  which  goes  down  from  the 
Top  to  the  Province  of  Chaleo , with  great  Stones,  and  Trees, 
opening  another  more  impracticable  Paffage,  and  fmoothing 
it  at  the  Top  of  the  Hill,  where  they  had  augmented  the  na- 
tural Precipices  of  the  Place,  with  fome  they  had  cut,  that  the 
Army  by  degrees  might  be  entangled  in  Difficulties,  and  be 
charged  on  a fudden,  when  their  Horfes  could  not  turn  them- 
felves,  nor.  the  Foot  Hand  firm.  They  had  reach’d  the  Top  of 
the  Mountain,  (not  without  Fatigue,  for  it  fnowed  and  blew 
hard)  and  in  the  very  higheft  Part,  at  a little  Diflance  from 
each  other,  they  found  the  two  Roads,  with  the  Marks  that  had 
been  related,  one  flopt  up,  and  covered;  the  other  inviting  to 
the  View,  and  newly  made. 

Although  Hernan  Cortes  was  highly  incens’d  to  find  the  In- 
telligence of  this  Piece  of  Treachery  prove  true,  he  was  fo 
much  Mafler  of  himfelf,  that  without  fhewing  Refentment,  or 
making  any  Diflurbance  in  the  Army,  he  asked  Mote^uma's 
Embalfadors,  who  marched  near  his  Perfon,  what  thofe  two 
Roads  meant  ? They  anfwered,  That  the  befi  was  levelled  for 
him  to  march  : The  other  flopt  up,  as  more  craggy  and  diffi- 
cult. Cortex  replied,  without  changing  either  Voice  or  Coun- 
tenance, You  are  but  little  acquainted,  faid  he,  with  thofe  of 
my  Nation  ; they  will  march  in  this  Road  that  you  have  flopt 
up,  for  no  other  Reafon,  than  its  Difficulty  : For  the  Spaniards , 
whenfoever  they  have  it  in  their  Choice,  incline  to  that  which 
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is  the  leaft  eafy.  Then,  without  making  any  Stop,  he  com- 
manded his  Indian  Friends  to  march  foremoft,  and  clear  the 
Way,  by  removing  to  each  Side  thofe  Obftacles  to  his  Paf- 
fage,  the  Artifice  whereof  they  had  difcover  d to  him  : This 
was  prefently  put  in  Execution,  to  the  great  Surprize  of  the 
Embafladors  5 who  not  fufpe&iug  the  Stratagem  of  their  Prince 
to  be  difcovered,  believed  it  a Piece  of  Divination,  and  found 
Matter  both  of  Admiration  and  Fear  in  the  Gallantry  of  hisRe- 
folution.  Cortes  made  this  artful  Ufe  of  the  Notice  he  had  recei- 
ved, to  avoid  the  Danger,  without  lofing  his  Reputation  : Nor 
did  he  care  to  have  them  think  that  he  diftrufted  Motezuma  5 
but  dextroufly  difappointed  his  Stratagem,  without  feeming 
to  know  it. 

So  foon  as  the  Indians  in  Ambufcade  perceived  the  Spaniards 
to  march  wide,  and  follow  the  Royal  Road,  they  took  it  for 
granted  that  they  were  difcovered,  and  began  to  retire  in  as 
much  Confirmation  and  Diforder,  as  if  they  had  been  over- 
come in  Battel  : So  that  our  Army  defcended  into  the  Plain, 
without  Oppofition : They  quartered  that  Night  in  fomeHoufcs 
on  the  Skirts  of  the  Mountain,  built  for  the  Entertainment  of 
Mexican  Merchants,  who  frequented  the  Fairs  of  Cholula  5 there 
they  fecured  themfelves  with  doubled  Guards,  and  fuch  other 
Precautions  as  were  neceffary  in  a Country  where  they  marched 
in  fo  little  Security.  Motezuma , in  the  mean  Time,  difpirited 
by  the  Difappointments  he  had  met,  loft  his  Refolution,  and 
durft  not  make  ufe  of  Force.  This  want  of  Courage  made 
him  devout:  Fie  was  more  converfant  with  his  Gods,  frequen- 
ted their  Temples,  and  redoubled  his  Sacrifices,  till  he  had 
ftain’d  all  their  Altars  with  human  Blood:  His  Cruelty  in- 
creafed  with  his  Afflictions  j and  the  contradictory  Anfwers  of 
his  Idols,  added  to  his  Confufion,  and  made  him  entirely  dif- 
confolate  : Thofe  unclean  Spirits  difagreeing  in  their  Advice ; 
fome  bad  him  open  the  Gates  of  the  City  to  the  Spaniards,  that  he 
might  fecure  them  all  for  Sacrifice,  without  their  being  able  ei- 
ther to  defend  themfelves  or  to  efcape  : Others  advifed,  that 
he  fhould  keep  them  at  a diftance,  without  fuflfering  himfelf 
to  be  feen,  and  endeavour  to  deftroy  them  5 and  to  this  Opi- 
nion he  molt  inclined  : For  he  was  extremely  offended,  that 
they  were  fo  bold  as  to  enter  into  his  Court  againft  his  Will  : 
He  regarded  this  Obftinacy  of  theirs,  in  Contradiction  to  his 
Orders,  as  an  Invafion  of  his  Power,  difguifing  his  Pride 
under  a pretended  Concern  for  the  Prefervation  of  his  Au- 
thority. 

But 
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But  when  he  underftood  that  the  Spaniards  were  already 
arrived  in  the  Province  of  Chaleo,  and  that  his  laft  Ambufh  in 
the  Mountain  had  no  manner  of  Effedt,  he  grew  uneafie,  and 
impatient  to  the  laft  Degree,  not  knowing  what  Mealures  to 
take  : And  his  Counfellors  left  hm  in  the  fame  Uncertainty 
into  which  his  Oracles  had  led  him.  At  laft  he  fummoned  all  his 
Magicians  and  Sorcerers,  whofe  Profelfion  was  much  efteemed 
in  that  Country,  and  of  whom  many  had  Communication  with 
the  Devil  5 the  want  of  Knowledge  of  the  true  God  giving  a 
Reputation  of  Wife  to  thofe  Men  who  were  the  mod  deceived. 
He  acquainted  them  what  Occafion  he  had  for  all  their  Skill, 
to  check  the  Progrefs  of  thefe  Strangers,  of  whofe  Deligns  he 
was  fo  juftly  jealous.  He  commanded  them  to  take  the  Field, 
and  put  the  Spaniards  to  flight,  or  ftupify  them  by  the  Force 
of  their  Enchantments,  and  work  fome  extraordinary  Effect,  as 
they  had  been  accuftomed  to  do  on  Occafions  lefs  important  : 
If  they  accomplifhed  this,  he  promifed  them  great  Rewards  5 
and  threaten  dthem  withDeath,  if  theyreturned  into  his  Prelence 
without  Succefs.  This  Order  was  put  in  Execution  with  fo 
much  Zeal,  that  feveral  numerous  Companies  of  Negromancers 
were  affembled  and  fet  out  againft  the  Spaniards,  confiding  in 
the  Force  of  their  Conjurations,  and  the  Power  which  they 
believed  they  had  over  all  Nature.  Father  Jofeph  de  Acofla , 
and  other  creditable  Authors  report,  That  when  chey  came  to 
the  Road  of  Chaleo,  by  which  the  Army  was  marching,  and  there 
began  their  Invocations,  and  drew  Circles,  the  Devil  appeared  to 
them,  in  the  Form  of  one  of  their  Idols,  called  Teleatlepuca,  a God 
malignant  and  terrible,  from  whom  they  fuppoled  Plagues, 
Sterility,  and  other  Chaftifements  of  Heaven  to  proceed.  He 
came  like  one  delpighted  and  enraged  •,  and  with  his  lowring 
angry  Look,  outdid  the  very  Fiercenefs  exprefs’d  in  the  Coun- 
tenance of  the  Idol.  His  Garments  were  girt  with  a Rope 
of  Wicker,  which  bound  his  Breaft  in  different  Rounds,  either 
for  the  better  Expreflion  of  his  Anguifli,  or  to  fliow,  that  he 
was  dragg'd  by  an  invifible  Hand.  They  proftrated  them- 
felves  to  adore  himj  and  he,  without  fhewing  the  leaft  Re- 
gard to  their  Humiliations,  imitated  the  Voice  as  well  as  he 
had  done  the  Figure  of  the  Idol  ; and  fpoke  to  them  after  this 
Manner  : ‘ Unhappy  Mexicans,  the  Time  is  come  ipherein  your  Con- 
jurations have  loft  their  Force,  and  our  League  is  entirely  diffolved.  Tell 
Motezuma,  that  for  his  Tyranny  and  Cruelty,  Heaven  hath  decreed  his 
t^iiin  : And  that  you  may  after  a more  lively  Manner  reprefent  to  him 
the  Tefolation  of  his  Empire,  turn  your  Eyes  upon  that  in  ferable  City,  al- 
ready forfaken  by  your  Gods.  Having  faid  this,  he  difappeared.;  and 
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they  beheld  the  whole  City  in  a dreadful  Flame,  which  lclTen- 
ing  by  Degrees,  at  length  vaniflfd,  and  left  the  Buildings 
untouched. 

The  Magicians  returned  to  Mote^tona  with  this  Account, 
which  they  thought  fufficient  to  acquit  them  5 notwithftanding 
their  Apprehenfions  of  his  Cruelty.  But  he  was  fo  aftonifhed 
with  the  Menaces  of  this  unfortunate  and  calamitous  God,  that 
he  remained  fpeechlefs  for  a while,  like  a Man  jn  deep 
Thought,  and  lummoning  all  his  Spirits  to  his  Support  3 and 
from  that  Inftant  laying  alide  his  native  Fierceneis,  he  call 
his  Eyes  on  the  Magicians,  and  the  reft  who  were  prcfent  : 
What  can  we  do,  /aid  he,  if  our  Gods  forfafe  us  ? Let  the  Strangers 
come,  and  the  Heavens  fall  upon  us  : To  ah/cond,  or  turn  our  (Backs 
uponMis fortune,  would  be  difhonour able.  (And  a little  after  he  added) 

1 only  lament  the  old  Men,  Women,  and  Children,  who  cannot  defend 
them/ehes.  And  in  making  this  Reflection  it  was  with  Difficulty 
that  he  with-held  his  Tears.  It  cannot  be  denied,  but  that 
there  was  fomething  very  Noble  in  his  Refolution  to  meet 
that  Calamity  which  he  now  regarded  as  inevitable  3 nor  was 
it  a Tendernefs  unbecoming  a Royal  Mind,  which  he  exprefs’d 
in  reflecting  on  the  Oppreffion  of  his  Vafials : Such  Sentiments 
are  worthy  of  a King,  among  whofe  Virtues,  Humanity  and 
CompalTion  are  no  lefs  heroical  than  Fortitude.  They  began 
from  this  Moment  to  think  of  the  Entertainment  which  Mote - 
zuma  was  to  give  the  Spaniards,  of  the  Solemnity  and  Prepara- 
tions for  their  Reception  : And  from  thence  took  Occafion  to 
difeourfe  on  the  great  Actions  they  had  done,  and  the  Prodi- 
gies with  which  Heaven  had  prepared  their  Way,  the  Marks 
they  bore  of  thofe  Oriental  Men,  promifed  to  their  Anceftors, 
and  the  Difpondency  of  their  own  Gods,  who  feemed  to  confcfs 
themfelves  vanquifh’d,  and  to  abandon  the  Dominion  of  thefe 
Countries,  as  Divinities  of  an  inferiour  Hierarchy.  And  there 
was  fufficient  need  of  all  this  Prepofleflion,  to  make  it  pofflble 
for  fuch  a handful  of  Men  to  penetrate  (againft  fuch  obftinate 
Refiftance)  to  the  very  Court  of  a Prince  fo  potent  and  abfo- 
lute  5 whofe  Vaflals  were  bred  up  in  a Dread  of  him,  and  re- 
verenc'd him  even  to  Adoration. 
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CHAP.  IX. 

Motezuma  fends  his  Nephew  the  Lord  ^Tezeuco 
to  vifit Corte z /Vz  his  Quarters  : He  continues 
his  March , W halts  at  Quitlavaca,  within  the 
Lake  of  Mexico. 

R O M the  Houfes  where  the  Army  quartered  on  the 
other  Side  of  the  Mountain,  they  paffed  the  Day  fol- 
lowing to  a fmall  Village  in  the  Jurifdidtion  of  Chaleo, 
feituate  on  the  Royal  Road,  fomewhat  more  than 
two  Leagues  from  their  former  Encampment  3 where  the  prin- 
cipal Cacique  of  the  Province,  and  others  of  the  Neighbour- 
hood immediately  arriv’d  : Tjhey  brought  Prefents  with  fome 
Provilions:  Cortes  entertained  them  with  great  Humanity,  and 
made  them  Prefents  in  Return  lor  theirs  : But  he  quickly 
difeovered  by  their  Converiation,  that  they  were  very  circum- 
fpeCt,  and  cautious  of  fpeaking  before  the  Mexican  Embaffadors  : 
For  they  flopped  out  of  Seafon,  and  feemed  embaraffed  3 and 
even  in  what  they  laid,  explained  what  they  would  conceal. 
Hermit  Cortes  took  them  afide,  and  by  the  Help  of  his  Inter- 
preters, difeovered  all  the  Venom  of  their  Hearts.  They  com- 
plained immoderately  of  the  Cruelties  and  Tyrannies  of  Mate- 
: They  reprelented  the  intolerable  Load  of  his  Impofls, 
extended  even  to  their  Perlons  3 for  he  obliged  them  to  labour 
without  Wages,  in  his  Gardens,  and  other  Works  of  Vanity  : 
They  added  with  Tears,  That  they  were  forced  to  give  up  their 
Women  as  a Tribute  to  his  Luff,  and  that  of  his  Miniflers  3 
who  chofe  and  rejected  them  at  Pleafure  5 nor  were  the  Mo- 
ther’s Arms  a Security  to  her  Daughter,  or  the  Bed  of  a Hus- 
band any  Protection  to  his  Wife.  They  reprefented  this  to 
Cortes,  as  to  the  Perfon  who  was  to  apply  a Remedy  3 beholding 
him  as  a Deity  defeended  from  Heaven,  to  exercifejurifdiction 
over  Tyrants.  He  hearkened  to  them  with  Compaffion,  and 
endeavoured  to  fupport  them  with  the  Hopes  of  ITelief 3 per- 
mitting the  Opinion  they  had  entertained  of  him,  to  pals  at 
that  Time  without  undeceiving  their  Ignorance.  He  did  not 
willingly  fuller  his  Politics  to  carry  him  beyond  the  Bounds 
of  Modefly  3 and  as  little  did  he  care  to  leffen  the  advantages 
t Notion 
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Notion  thefe  People  had  of  him,  which  he  confiderd  as  a 

Point  of  the  utmoft  Importance. 

He  purfued  his  March  the  next  Day  for  four  Leagues,  thro 
a more  temperate  and  pleafant  Country,  which  difcovered  its 
Beauty  in  Groves  and  Gardens.  He  made  a Halt  in  Ante- 
meca , where  he  quartered  his  Army  in  a Village  tolerably  well 
inhabited,  built  on  a Creek  of  the  great  Lake,  one  Half  in  the 
Water,  and  the  other  on  firm  Land,  at  the  Foot  of  a little 
Mountain,  rugged  and  barren  fo  this  Place  lelorted  a great 
many  Mexicans,  with  their  Arms  and  military  Ornaments  : 
And  tho’  it  was  believed  at  firft,  that  Curiolity  only  brought 
them  thither,  their  Numbers  increafed  to  fuch  a Degree,  as  to 
give  Umbrage  , nor  wanted  there  fome  Realons  to  create  a Jea- 
loufy  of  their  Defigns.  Cortes  had  recourfe  to  fuch  Impreffions 
on  their  Senfes  as  he  thought  proper  to  flop  and  affright  them- 
making  a Difcharge  of  fome  Fire-Arms,  and  Pieces  ol  Artillery 
in  the  Air,  and  provoking  the  Fury  of  the  Horfes 3 and  the 
Interpreters  reprefented  thole  ftrange  Sounds,  as  the  Forerun- 
ners of  fome  finifter  Event  : By  which  Means  he  obliged  them 
to  retire  to  a greater  Diftance  from  his  Quarters  before  Night 
came  on.  We  cannot  affirm  that  they  approach'd  with  any 
hoftile  Intentions ; nor  doth  it  feem  likely,  that  they  fliould 
undertake  any  new  Confpiracy,  when  Motezuma  was  reduced 
to  expofe  himfelf  to  View  3 tho  the  Centinels  kill  d lome  In- 
dians for  advancing  too  near,  under  an  Appearance  of  reconnoi- 
tring the  Quarters  : And  it  is  polfible,  that  fome  Chief  of  the 
Mexicans  might  lead  his  Troops  thither,  with  a Defign  to  fur- 
prize  the  Spaniards  5 as  believing  it  might  not  be  difagreeable 
to  their  King,  who,  they  thought,  was  making  a Peace  repug- 
nant to  hisTemper  and  fntereft : But  this  is  no  more  than  Con- 
jecture j for  in  the  Morning  they  only  difcovered  lome  1 toops 
of  People  without  Arms,  who  had  placed  themlelves  in  the 
Road  to  fee  the  Strangers  pafs. 

Orders  were  now  giving  for  the  Army  to  march,  when  four 
Mexican  Cavaliers  arrived  at  the  Quarters,  with  Notice,  that 
Prince  Cacumatzan,  Nephew  to  Moteznnia,  and  Lord  of  Tezeuco 
was  coming  to  vifit  Cortes  on  the  Part  of  his  Uncle  3 nor  was 
it  long  e’er  he  arrived  : He  was  accompany'd  by  a great  many 
Nobles,  richly  adorned,  with  all  the  Marks  of  Peace,  and  car- 
ried on  the  Shoulders  of  fome  Indians  of  his  Family,  in  a Chair 
covered  with  various  Feathers,  whofe  Colours  were  diVerfiff’d 
with  Defign  and  Proportion.  He  was  a young  Man  of  about 
25  Years  of  Age,  of  an  agreeable  Prefence.  So  foon  as  he  a- 
lighted,  fome  of  his  Servants  went  before  ro  fweepthe  Ground 

where 
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where  he  was  to  tread,  putting  back  the  People  on  each  Side 
with  much  Civility  ; Ceremonies,  which,  howfoever  ridicu- 
lous, carried  a Shew  of  Authority.  Cortes  went  to  receive  him 
as  far  as  the  Door  of  his  Apartment,  having  adorned  himfelf 
as  ufual  on  fuch  Occafions  3 and  at  his  Approach,  made  a 
profound  Reverence  : Which  the  Prince  returned,  touching  the 
Earth,  and  afterwards  his  Lips  with  his  right  Hand  : He  took 
his  Place  with  a free  eafy  Air,  and  fpoke  with  the  Compofure 
of  a Man,  who  knew  how  to  look  on  Novelties  without  Sur- 
prize. The  Subftance  of  his  Difcourfe  was,  in  proper  Ex- 
preffions  to  welcome  Cortes,  and  all  the  Captains  of  his  Army  3 
and  to  inform  him  of  the  amicable  Diipolition  with  which  the 
great  Motezuma  expected  them,  how  much  he  dellred  to  efta- 
blifh  a firm  Correfpondence  and  Friendfhip  with  the  Puiffant 
Eaftern  Prince  who  lent  him  3 whofe  Power  he  was  obliged  to 
acknowledge,  for  fome  Reafons,  which  they  fhould  underftand 
from  his  own  Mouth  : And  then,  by  Way  of  private  Difcourfe, 
entertain’d  him  (as  the  other  Embaffadors  had  done  before) 
with  the  Difficulties  that  oppos’d  his  coming  to  Mexico , pretend- 
ing that  the  People  were  much  diftrefs’d  by  that  Year  s Barren- 
nefs  all  over  the  Country  •,  and  telling  him  (as  a Point  that 
gave  the  King  much  Concern)  how  ill  the  Spaniards  muff  be 
accommodated,  where  the  Inhabitants  themfelves  wanted  ne- 
ceffary  Subfiftance.  To  this  Cortes  reply’d  in  that  myfterious 
Manner,  by  which  he  conftantly  maintain’d  the  Refped  and 
Awe  he  had  imprinted  on  the  People;  That  the  King  his  Ma- 
tter, being  a Monarch  without  Equal  in  the  other  World 
where  the  Sun  rifes,  had  likewife  fome  Reafons  of  high 
Import  to  offer  his  Friendfliip  to  Motezuma,  and  commu- 
nicate feveral  Affairs  which  effentially  regarded  his  Perfon  and 
Dignity,  and  fuch  as  would  not  be  undeferving  of  his  Ac- 
knowledgment : And  that  for  his  own  Part,  he  did  with  a 
mod  particular  Refpett  receive  the  Liberty  he  gave  him,  to 
deliver  his  Embaffy,  without  being  the  lcaft  in  Pain  for  the 
prefent  Scarcity  of  the  Country  : That  the  Spantaids  lequired 
but  little  Nourifliment  to  fupport  their  Vigour,  and  were  inu- 
red to  fuffer,  and  even  difpife  thofe  Inconveniencies  and  Fa- 
tigues, which  diftrefs’d  Men  of  an  inferiour  Species.  Cacu- 
matzin  faid  no  more  to  divert  his  Refolution  3 but  received 
fome  fmall  Jewels  of  an  extraordinary  Glafs,  which  Coitr^pre- 
fented  him,  with  abundance  of  Joy  and  Acknowledgment  3 
accompanying  the  Army  as  far  as  Tezeuco,  the  Capital  of  his 
Dominion  3 from  whence  he  proceeded  to  Mexico,  with  the 
Anfwer  to  his  Embalfy.  ' 
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Tezeuco  was  in  thofe  Days  one  of  the  greatefl  Cities  of  that 
Empire : Some  fay  Was  as  big  as  Sct’il,  and  others,  that  it 
vied  with  Mexico  itfelf  for  Grandeur,  and  pretended  (not  with- 
out Reafon)  to  be  fuperior  to  it  in  Point  of  Antiquity.  The 
principal  Front  of  the  Buildings  was  extended  on  the  Border  of 
a fpacious  Lake,  in  a delightful  Scituation,  where  the  Caufey  of 
Mexico  began  : ' And  by  that  Cortes  purfued  his  March,  without 
flopping  at  Tezeuco  5 for  his  Intention  was  to  advance  to  Iztacpa- 
lapa  three  Leagues  forward  5 from  whence  he  could  with  Eafe  the 
next  Day  enter  Mexico  in  good  Time.  In  this  Part  the  Caufey  was 
about  twenty  Foot  broad,  made  of  Stone  and  Lime,  with  fome 
Works  on  the  Surface  : In  the  Middle  of  the  Way  upon  the  fame 
Caufey,  there  Was  anotherTown  of  about  two  thoufand  Floufes, 
called  QuitlaVaca  5 and  becaufe  it  was  founded  in  the  Waters,  they 
called  it  Venuzuela , or  little  Venice.  The  Cacique  went  out  with  a 
greatRetinue  to  receiveforto,  and  defired  he  would  honour  hisCity 
that  Night  with  his  Prefence  ; this  he  did  fo  earneftly,  and  with 
fuch  an  Appearance  of  Affection,  that  Cortes  judged  it  neceflary  to 
yield  to  his  Entreaties,  for  fear  of  difobliging  him  : Befides 
that  he  found  his  Stay  would  be  of  Advantage  in  order  to  the 
making  his  Obfervations,  more  particularly  with  regard  to 
any  Difficulties,  which  might  happen  in  his  Way;  for  he  was 
jealous  of  their  breaking  the  Caufey,  or  taking  away  the  Bridges 
to  obfl  ruCt  his  March.  From  this  Place  he  dilcovered  the  largeft 
Pare  of  the  Lake,  and  various  Towns  and  Caufeys  ; the  Towers 
adorn’d  by  Pinacles,  feemed  to  fwim  upon  the  Waters,  with 
Trees  and  Gardens  out  of  their  proper  Element  ; befides  a 
Multitude  of  Indians,  who  were  approaching  in  their  Canoes  to 
, behold  the  Spaniards  : And  much  greater  was.the  Number  of 
thofe,  who  fhewed  themfelves  on  the  Battlements  of  theHoufes, 
and  in  the  moil  diflant  Galleries ; a Sight  extremely  beautiful, 
and  a Novelty  furprizing  beyond  Imagination. 

The  Army  was  lufficiently  accommodated  in  thefe  Quarters ; 
for  here  the  People  entertained  their  Guefls  with  Civility,  and 
a cheerful  AfpeCt  ; and  their  Politenefs  was  a Proof  that  they 
liv’d  in  the  Neighbourhood  of  Motezumas  Court  : But  the 
Cacique  was  not  able  to  refrain  from  manifefling  the  little  Af- 
fection he  bore  that  Emperor,  and  the  fame  Defirc  with  the 
ref!,  to  free  himfelf  from  the  intolerable  Yoke  of  his  Govern- 
ment : For  he  incouraged  the  Soldiers  to  the  Enterprize,  which 
he  reprefented  as  very  eafy  ; and  told  the  Interpreters  (as 
defiring  that  all  fhould  know  it)  that  the  Caufey  from  thence 
to  was  more  capacious,  and  better,  then  what  they  had 

paffed ; that  they  had  nothing  to  apprehend  on  the  Way, 

O nor 
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nor  from  the  Towns  bn  both  Sides  3 that  the  City  of  I^tacpa- 
lapa  (thro’  which  they  were  to  pafs)  was  peaceably  inclin’d,  and 
had  Orders  to  receive,  and  entertain  the  Spaniards  as  Friends  : 
And  notwithftanding  the  Lord  of  that  City  was  a Relation 
of  Mote^iona's,  they  had  no  Occafion  for  Fear  on  that  Score  3 
for  the  Prodigies  from  Heaven,  the  Anfwers  of  his  Oracles,  and 
the  Accounts  he  had  received  of  the  SpanifJ?  Army’s  Exploits, 
had  render’d  him  humble  and  difpirited  5 for  which  Reafon  they 
would  find  him  delirous  of  Peace,  and  rather  difpofed  to  buf- 
fer, than  provoke.  The  Cacique  fpoke  Truth,  but  with  forne 
mixture  of  Palfion,  and  Flattery  : And  tho’  Cortes  was  fenfible 
of  that  Defedt  m his  Difcourfe,  yet  he  published  and  enlarged 
it  among  the  Soldiers  5 and  it  muft  be  confelfed  it  came  in  Sea- 
fon,  that  thofe  who  were  not  over  forward  in  the  Purfuit  of  this 
Enterprize,  might  not  be  difcouraged  at  the  great  Variety  of 
wonderful  Objects,  which  they  had  in  View,  from  whence  they 
might  form  Apprehenfions  of  the  Grandeur  of  that  Court,  and 
the  formidable  Power  of  the  King  : But  the  Cacique’s  Intel- 
ligence, w'ith  the  Refledtions  they  made  on  Mote^umas  Per- 
plexity, and  his  want  of  Spirit,  had  fuch  an  Effedt  at  this  Jun- 
cture, that  all  the  Soldiers  were  tranfported  with  Joy  w'here 
they  iound  Caufe  of  Aftonifhrnent  5 and  their  Hopes  ofSuccefs 
were  rais’d  in  Proportion  to  their  Admiration  of  w'hatthey  faw. 


CHAP.  X. 


The  Army  marches  to  Iztacpalapa  ; they  make  a 
Difpofition  for  their  Entry  into  Mexico.  A De- 
fer ipt  ion  of  the  Pomp  in  which  Mote’zuma 
went  to  receive  the  Spaniards. 

H E next  Morning,  a little  after  Break  of  Day,  they 
formed  themfelves  upon  the  fame  Caufey,  as  well  as 
it  would  allow,  being  in  that  Part  wide  enough  for 
Eight  Horfes  to  march  in  Front.  The  Army  confift- 
ed  then  ot  about  Four  Hundred  and  Fifty  Spaniards , and  Six 
Thouland  Indians , Tlafcallans , Zenipoallans , and  other  Confederates. 
They  continued  their  March  (without  any  remarkable  Adven- 
ture; to  the  City  of  I^tacpalapa , w here  they  intended  to  Halt  3 a 
Place  far  exceeding  the  reft,  in  the  Height  of  its  Tow  ers  and 
3 Man- 
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Manner  of  Building : The  City  confifted  of  near  Ten  Thoufand 
Houfes,  of  two  and  three  Story  high,  Part  of  which  \Vere  built 
upon  the  Lake,  and  ftretched  along  the  Shore,  in  a delicious 
and  fruitful  Soil.  The  Lord  of  this  Place  went  out  with  a 
numerous  Train  to  receive  the  Army  3 and  was  afliftcd  on  this 
Occafion  by  the  Princes  of  Magifcat^ingo  and  Ctiyoacan,  which 
were  Towns  bordering  upon  the  lame  Lake  : They  brought 
their  three  feparate  Prelents  of  various  Fruits,  Fowls,  and  other 
Provifions,  with  fome  Pieces  of  Gold,  worth  near  Two  Thou- 
fand Pefo’s : They  prefented  themfelves  together, and  made  them- 
felves  known,  by  telling  each  his  Name  and  Dignity,  relying 
on  the  differentValue  of  their  Prefents,  to  explain  what  could  not 
be  fo  well  apprehended  from  their  Difcourfe.  The  Entry  of 
the  Spaniards  into  this  City  was  welcom’d  with  loud  Acclama- 
tions of  the  People,  whofe  unruly  Joy,  on  that  Occafion,  aflurd 
the  moft  jealous  Spirits  of  their  Sincerity  : The  Lodging  ot  the 
Spaniards  was  prepared  in  the  Prince’s  own  Palace,  where  they 
were  all  under  Cover  3 the  reft  in  the  Courts  and  Porches 
were  fufficiently  accommodated  for  one  Night,  which  they  had 
Reafon  to  pafs  without  any  Apprehenfion  of  Danger.  The 
Palace  was  large,  and  well  built,  with  diftindt  Apartments  both 
above  and  below  3 among  which  were  many  Chambers,  whofe 
Roofs  were  flat,  and  of  Cedar,  and  not  without  Furniture  5 for  fome 
had  Cotton  Hangings,  of  various  coloured  Painting,  well  pro- 
portion’d. There  were  in  I%tacpalapa  many  Fountains  of  fweet 
and  wholfome  Water,  convey’d  by  feveral  Aquedudts  from 
neighbouring  Mountains,  thro’  a great  Number  of  Gardens, 
large  and  well  cultivated  : Among  which  there  was  one  far 
more  fpacious  and  beautiful  than  the  reft,  which  the  Cacique 
had  for  his  ownDiverfion  : To  this  he  carryedCorto  that  Even- 
ing, with  fome  of  his  Captains,  and  Soldiers  3 as  defirous  to 
omit  nothing  that  might  entertain  his  Guefts,  and  at  the  fame 
Time  gratify  his  own  Pride  and  Vanity.  There  he  had  Fruit- 
Trees  difpoled  into  very  large  Walks,  leaving  Room  for  fmal- 
ler  Plants,  and  a Parterre  with  Divifions  made  of  Canes  in- 
terwoven, and  covered  with  odoriferous  Herbs  5 befides  feveral 
Squares  cultivated  with  great  Induftry,  and  adorned  with  Va- 
riety of  Flowers  : In  the  Middle  of  the  Garden  was  a Pond  of 
frefh  Water,  encompafs’d  with  a Wall  of  quadrangular  Form, 
made  of  Stone  and  Lime,  with  Stairs  on  all  Sides  to  the  Bottom  : 
It  was  lo  large,  that  each  Side  contained  Four  Hundred  Paces  3 
and  here  Fifh  of  the  niceft  Relifh  were  bred,  and  feveral  Sorts 
of  Water-Fowl  reforted  hither,  fome  known  in  Europe,  and  o- 
thers  of  beautiful  Figure,  and  extraordinary  Feathers : A Work 
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well  worthy  of  a Prince,  and  which  belonging  to  a Vaffial  of 
Motezjmas , afforded  an  Idea  of  the  greater  Magnificence  of  his 
Sovereign.  The  Night  paffed  very  quietly,  and  the  People 
returned  with  Pleafure,  and  a frank  open  Behaviour  to  the 
Entertainment  of  the  Spaniards  3 but  it  was  obferved,  theyfpoke 
here  after  another  Manner  concerning  the  Affairs  of  Motezuma, 
than  the  reft  of  his  Subjects : For  they  all  praifed  his  Govern- 
ment, and  extolled  his  Grandeur  5 whether  the  Honour  the 
Cacique  had  of  belonging  to  him,  had  imprinted  that  Idea  on 
their  Minds,  or  that  they  were  intimidated  by  the  Neighbour- 
hood of  the  Tyrant. 

They  had  two  Leagues  of  Caufey  from  hence  to  Mexico , 
and  took  the  Morning  before  them  : For  Cortes  was  defirous 
to  make  his  Entry,  and  pay  his  Compliments  to  Motezyma,  and 
to  have  fome  Part  of  the  Day  left  to  reconnoitre  and  fortify  his 
Quarters.  He  continued  his  March  in  the  accuftomed  Order, 
and  leaving  on  the  one  Side  the  City  of  Magifcatzingo,  fcituateon 
the  Water,  and  on  the  other,  that  o CCuyocan,  upon  the  Caufey, 
befides  a great  many  Towns,  which  they  law  at  a Diftance  up- 
on the  Lake 5 they  difcovered  as  they  drew  fomewhat  nearer 
(and  not  without  Admiration)  the  great  City  of  Mexico,  eleva- 
ted to  a vaft  Degree  above  all  the  reft,  and  carrying  an  Air  of 
Dominion  in  the  Pride  of  her  Buildings.  They  had  marched 
little  lefs  than  half  way,  when  they  were  met  by  more  then  Four 
Thoufand  Nobles  and  Officers  of  the  City,  who  came  to  receive 
them  ■ and  whofe  Compliments  delayed  their  March  a con- 
fiderable  Time,  tho’  they  only  paid  their  Obeyfance,  and  then 
advanc’d  before  the  Troops  towards  Mexico.  In  the  March,  a 
little  before  the  City,  was  a Bulwark  of  Stone,  with  two  fmall 
Caflles  on  the  Tides,  which  took  up  all  the  Caufey  3 the  Gates 
opened  on  another  Part  of  the  Caufey,  terminated  by  a Draw- 
Bridge,  which  defended  the  Entrance  of  the  City  with  a fecond 
Fortification. 

As  foon  as  the  Nobles  who  accompanied  them  had  paf- 
fed to  the  other  fide  of  the  Bridge,  they  made  a Lane  for  the 
Army  to  march,  falling  back  on  each  Side  3 and  then  there  ap- 
peared a very  large  and  fpacious  Street,  with  great  Houfes  uni- 
formly built  3 the  Windows  and  Battlements  were  full  of  Spe- 
ctators, but  the  Street  entirely  empty.  And  they  informed 
Cortes , that  it  was  fo  order’d,  becaufe  Motezuma  refolv’d  to  receive 
him  in  Perfon,  in  order  to  diftinguifli  him  by  a particular  Mark 
of  Favour  : A little  after  which  Cortes  faw  the  firft  Troop  ofthe 
Royal  Retinue,  which  confifted  of  about  Two  Hundred  Noble- 
men of  Moteztmas  Family,  cloathedin  one  Livery,  with  great 
i Plumes 
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Plumes  of  Feathers,  alike  in  Fafhion  and  Colour.  They  came 
in  two  Files,  with  remarkable  Silence  and  Compofure,  bare- 
footed, without  lifting  their  Eyes  from  the  Ground,  in  Manner 
of  a Proceffion.  So  foon  as  they  approached  the  Spaniards,  they 
fell  back  on  each  Side,  in  the  fame  Order  with  the  reft;  and  then 
there  appeared  a far  off,  a larger  Company,  better  dreffed,  and 
of  greater  Dignity  ; in  the  midft  of  which  was  car- 

ried upon  the  Shoulders  of  his  Favourites,  in  a Chair  of  bur- 
nifh’d  Gold,  which  glittered  thro’  the  various  Works  of  Fea- 
thers, placed  in  handfome  Proportion  about  it;  the  nice  Di- 
ftribution  of  which  in  fome  meafure  feemed  to  outvie  the  Coft 
of  the  Metal.  Four  Perfons  of  great  Diftin&ion  followed  his 
Chair,  holding  over  him  a Canopy,  made  of  interwoven  green 
Feathers,  fo  put  together,  that  they  form  da  kind  of  Web,  with 
fome  Ornaments  of  Silver  ■ A little  before  him  went  three 
Officers,  with  golden  Rods  in  their  Hands,  which  they  lifted 
up  on  high  from  Time  to  Time,  as  a Signal  of  the  King’s 
Approach  ; that  all  might  proftrate  themfelves  before  him,  and 
not  prefume  to  look  up,  which  was  an  Irreverence  punifhed 
as  Sacrilege.  Cortes  difmounted  before  he  came  up  with  him, 
and  Motezima  at  the  fame  Time  alighted  from  his  Chair : Some 
Indians  went  before  fpreading  Carpets,  that  his  Feet  might  not 
touch  the  Ground,  which  in  their  Opinion  was  unworthy  of 
the  Honour.  He  came  forward  to  the  Ceremony  with  a flow 
folemn  Pace;  leaning  with  his  Hands  on  the  Arms  of  the  Prin- 
ces of  Iztacpalapa  and  Te^euco,  his  Coufins,  and  advanced  fome 
Steps  to  receive  Cortes.  He  was  of  a good  Prefence,  about  Forty 
Years  of  Age,  of  a middle  Stature,  and  a Conftitution  rathet 
delicate  than  ftrong;  his  Nofe  was  aquiline,  and  he  had  a 
fairer  Complexion  than  the  generality  of  the  Indians ; his  Hair 
came  juft  below  his  Ears,  his  Eyes  were  lively,  his  Look  ma- 
jeftick  and  thoughtful.  For  his  Apparel,  he  wore  a Mantle  of 
the  fineft  Cotton,  tyed  carelefsly  on  his  Shoulders,  covering  the  . 
greateft  Part  of  his  Body,  with  the  End  trailing  on  the  Ground, 
adorned  with  different  Jewels  of  Gold,  Pearls,  and  Precious 
Stones,  in  fuch  Number  that  they  feemed  rather  a Weight  than 
an  Ornament.  His  Crown  was  a Mitre  of  light  Gold,  ending 
in  a Point  before;  the  hinder  Part  was  rrlade  rounder:  On  his 
Feet  he  wore  Shoes  of  hammered  Gold,  whofe  Straps,  ftudded 
with  the  fame,  bound  them  to  his  Feet,  and  came  round  part 
of  his  Leg,  like  the  (Roman  military  Sandals.  Cortes  advanc’d 
with  all  becoming  Hafte,  and  made  a profound  Reverence ; 
which  Mote^uma  anfwered,  by  laying  his  Hand  upon  the  Ground, 
and  railing  it  afterwards  to  his  Lips  : A new  and  unheard  of 

P Condefcenfiont 
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Condefcenfion  among  thofe  Princes,  but  much  more  fo  in 
Motepuma,  who  would  fcarcely  bend  his  Neck  to  his  Gods, 
and  affe&ed  an  Excefs  of  Pride,  which  it  may  be  he  knew  not 
how  to  diftinguifh  it  from  Majefty.  Thefe  Demonftrations  of 
Refpecft,  and  his  going  out  in  Perfon  to  receive  Cortes , occa- 
fion'd  great  Admiration  among  the  Indians , and  added  to  their 
Efteem  of  the  Spaniards  3 for  they  could  not  be  perfwaded,  but 
that  the  King  had  well  confidered  what  he  did,  fubmitting 
their  own  Reafon  to  his,  with  an  implicit  Refignation.  Cortes 
had  put  upon  his  Coat  of  Made,  a Chain  of  Glafs,  curioufly 
fet  together,  in  imitation  of  Diamonds  and  Emeralds,  which 
he  had  referved  as  a Prefent  for  the  firft  Audience 3 and  being 
clofe  to  Motepuma,  he  put  it  on  his  Shoulder  : But  the  two  Prin- 
ces who  fupported  him,  would  have  flopped  Cortes,  with  fome 
Concern  letting  him  underftand,  that  it  was  not  lawful  to 
approach  fo  near  the  Perfon  of  the  King  : But  he  reprimanded 
them,  and  was  fo  well  pleafed  with  the  Prefent,  that  he  placed 
it  among  his  Jewels,  as  a Thing  of  ineftimable  Value  ; and  to 
return  his  Acknowledgment  in  a Manner  remarkably  gene- 
rous, while  the  reft  of  the  Officers  came  up  to  be  prelented,  he 
ordered  a Collar  to  be  brought,  the  richeft  Piece  he  had  among 
his  Jewels  3 it  was  of  Crimfon  Shells,  extremely  valued  in  that 
Country,  fet  together  with  fuch  Art,  that  at  every  one  of  them 
hung  four  Crabs  of  Gold,  very  much  to  the  Life 3 and  he  him- 
felf  put  it  on  Cortes’ s Neck'5  a Favour  which  occasioned  a Se- 
cond Wonder  among  the  Mexicans.  The  Speech  of  Cortes  was 
Short,  and  fitted  to  the  Occalion  : Mote-Puma’s  Anfwer  was  like- 
wife  in  few  Words,  difcreet  and  decent : He  immediately  com- 
manded one  of  the  two  Princes  who  went  by  his  Side,  to  con- 
du£t  and  accompany  Hernan  Cortes  to  his  Lodging  3 and  lean- 
ing on  the  other,  went  to  his  Chair,  and  returned  to  his  Palace 
with  the  fame  Pomp  and  Gravity. 

The  Entry  of  the  Spaniards  into  Mexico  was  on  the  Eighth  of 
NoV.  in  the  Year  1519.  theDay  of  the  fourCrownedMartyrs.  The 
Lodging  provided  for  them  was  one  ol  the  Royal  Houfes,  built 
by  Axayaca  the  Father  of  Motepuma  : In  Largenefs  it  vied  with 
the  principal  Palaces  of  Emperors,  and  had  the  Appearance  of  a 
Fortrefs,  thick  Stone  Walls,  and  fome  Towers  upon  the  Flanks, 
which  made  the  Defence  of  it  eafy  : It  contained  all  the  Ar- 
my, and  the  firft  Care  of  Cortes  was  to  view  every  Part  of  it 
for  the  better  Diftribution  of  his  Guards,  and  Lodgment  of  his 
Artillery,  and  to  Secure  his  Quarters : Some  Chambers  defigned 
for  the  Superior  Officers  were  furnifh’d  with  Cotton  Hangings 
of  various  Colours,  which  was  the  chief  Part  of  their  Manu- 

1 fa&ure. 
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failure,  more  or  lefs  fine:  The  Chairs  were  of  Wood,  all  of 
one  Piece  : The  Bedfteads  had  Curtains  like  Pavilions  5 but 
the  Bottoms  of  the  Beds  were  of  Palm-Mats,  and  the  Bolfters 
of  the  fame  rolled  up.  The  greateft  Princes  there  had  no  bet- 
ter Beds,  neither  did  thePeople  much  confult  their  Eafe5  for  living 
according  to  the  Rules  of  Nature,  they  were  content  with  what 
was  neceflary  : And  we  know  not  whether  Ignorance  of  Super- 
fluity in  thofe  (Barbarians  may  not  be  efteem’d  a Happinefs. 


CHAP.  XI. 


Motezuma  comes  the  fame  Day  in  the  Evening  to  * 
vijit  Cortes  at  his  Lodging ; the  Speech  he 
made  before  he  heard  the  Embajfy  : And  the  An - 
fwer  of  Cortes. 


i <•  i ■ 

I T was  but  little  part  Mid-day  when  the  Spaniards  en- 
ter d the  Houfe  appointed  for  their  Lodging,  where 
they  found  a fplendid  Banquet  prepar’d  for  Cortesy 
and  the  Captains  of  his  Army  j and  great  Abundance 
of  Provisions  lefs  delicate  for  the  Soldiers,  with  many  Indian 
Servants,  who  ferv  d them  with  Meat  and  Drink,  in  profound 
Silence  and  exadt  Order.  In  the  Evening  came  Motezuma  with 
the  fame  Pomp  and  Attendance  as  before,  to  vifit  Cortes  5 of 
which  being  advertis’d,  he  went  out  to  receive  him  in  the 
principal  Square  of  the  Houfe,  with  all  the  Refpedt  due  for 
luch  a Favour.  He  accompanied  him  as  far  as  the  Door  of  his 
Appartment,  where  he  made  him  a profound  Reverence : Mote - 
%uma  pafs  d by  him,  and  took  his  Seat  with  an  Air  of  Negli- 
gence and  Majefty  : He  prefently  commanded  a Chair  to  be 
brought  for  Cortes  j and  made  a Signal  to  the  Cavaliers  who 
attended  him,  to  retire  to  the  Wall.  Cortes  did  the  fame  to  his 
Officers  : The  Interpreters  came,  and  when  Cortes  was  pre- 
paring to  begin  his  Speech,  Mote^uma  Rop’d  him,  and  fignified, 
that  he  had  fomewhat  to  fay  before  he  gave  him  Audience  $ 
and  Authors  report,  that  he  fpoke  in  the  following  Manner. 


Motc^ima's 
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1 T)  Efore  you  deliver  the  Embafly  of  the  Great  Prince  who 
fj  ‘ fent  you,  illuftrious  Captain,  and  valiant  Stranger, 
4 both  You  and  I muft  pafs  by,  and  bury  in  Oblivion, 

‘ what  Fame  hath  published  of  our  Perfons  and  Conduct,  a- 
1 bufing  our  Ears  with  idle  Rumours,  which  prepoffefsus  againft 
4 Truth,  and  render  her  obfcure  by  the  Imprefiions  of  Flat- 
‘ tery,  or  Reproach.  In  fome  Places  you  have  been  informed, 
4 That  I am  one  of  the  immortal  Gods  5 my  Power  and  my 
4 Perfon,  are  exalted  to  the  Heavens  : In  others  they  tell  you, 
‘ that  the  Bufinefs  of  Fortune  is  to  enrich  me  •,  that  the  Walls  and 
‘ Coverings  of  my  Palace  are  all  Gold,  and  that  the  Earth 
‘ groans  beneath  the  Weight  of  my  Treafure  : You  have  heard, 
4 that  lama  Tyrant,  Cruel,  and  Proud  5 abhorring  Juftice,  and 
‘ a Stranger  to  Mercy  * but  both  the  one  and  the  other  have 
4 equally  impos’d  upon  you  by  their  Exaggerations  : And 
4 that  you  may  not  imagine  me  a God,  but  be  fenlible  of  the 
4 Folly  of  thofe  who  fuppofe  me  to  be  fo,  this  Part  of  my 
4 Body  (faid  he,  uncovering  his  Arm)  will  undeceive  you  5 
4 and  prove  that  you  talk  to  a Mortal;  of  the  fame  Species 
4 with  the  reft  of  Men  5 but  more  noble,  and  more  powerful. 
4 My  Riches,  I deny  not,  are  great  ; but  the  Account  of  my 
4 Yaflals  makes  them  much  greater ! than  they  are.  This 
4 Houfe,  wherein  you  lodge,  is  one  of  my  Palaces  : Behold 
4 the  Walls  made  of  Stone  and  Lime;  ordinary  Materials, 
4 which  owe  their  Value  to  Art : Now  from  both  thefe  Ac- 
4 counts,  imagine  how  likely  it  is  that  my  Tyrannies  have  been 
4 magnified  in  the  fame  Manner.  Sufpend  your  Judgment 
4 at  leaft,  till  you  enter  into  my  Reafons  ; and  lay  no  Strefs 
4 on  the  Accusations  brought  againft  me  by  my  rebellious  Sub- 
e jedts,  till  you  have  firft  inform  ’d  your  felf,  whether  that  which 
4 they  call  Oppreflion  be  not  Chaftifement  5 and  if  they  can 
4 cenfure  my  Severity  without  having  deferv’d  it. 

4 After  the  fame  Manner  have  we  received  Information  of 
4 your  Nature  and  Adtions  : Some  have  told  me,  you  are 
4 Gods ; that  the  wild  Beafts  obey  you ; that  you  grafp  the 
4 Thunder  in  yonr  Hands,  and  command  the  Elements'  : 
4 Others  have  reported  that  you  are  wicked,  revengeful,  proud, 
4 Slaves  to  your  Vices,  and  tranfported  with  an  infatiable 
4 Thirft  of  the  Gold  which  our  Country  produces.  But  now 
4 I fee  you  are  of  the  fame  Compofition  and  Form  with  the 
* ’ reft 
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c reft  of  Men  5 tho’  you  are  tliftinguiflied  from  us  by  fome 
‘ Accidents,  which  the  Difference  of  Countries  occafions  among 
1 Mortals.  Thele  Beafts  which  obey  you,  I find  are  large 
‘ Deer,  which  you  have  tamed,  and  bred  up  in  fuch  imperfect 
‘ Knowdedge,  as  may  be  attain’d  to  by  the  Inftindt  of 
‘ Animals.  Your  Arms,  which  reffemble  Lightening,  I 
4 conceive  to  be  Barrels  of  unknow'n  Metal  3 whofe  Effe£t 
£ like  that  of  our  Sarbacans,  proceeds  from  Air  comprefs’d, 

‘ which  ftrives  for  a Vent,  and  forces  its  Way  thro’  all 
‘ Impediments:  The  Fire,  which  your  Barrels  dil’charge 
£ with  greater  Noife,  is  lome  Secret  more  than  natural  of 
c that  Science,  which  our  Magicians  underftand.  For  the 
‘ reft,  w'hich  has  been  related  of  your  Proceedings,  I find  like- 
‘ wile,  according  to  the  Obfervation  of  my  Embaffadors  and 
‘ Servants,  that  you  are  Courteous,  and  Religious  3 that  your 
‘ Refentments  are  founded  on  Reafon  : Hardfhips  you  bear 
‘ chearfully  3 and  among  your  other  Virtues,  difcover  Libera- 
4 lity,  which  rarely  accompanies  a covetous  Mind.  So  that  we 
‘ muft  on  both  Sides  forget  all  paft  Reports,  and  be  thankful 
‘ to  ourEyes  for  undeceiving  our  Imaginations : Which  taking  for 
1 granted,  I would  have  you  underftand,  before  you  begin 
‘ your  Difcourfe,  that  we  are  not  ignorant,  or  ftand  in  need  of 
1 your  Perfuafions,  to  believe,  that  the  Great  Prince  you  obey, 
1 is  defcended  from  our  ancient  Quezalcoal , Lord  of  the  Seven 
‘ Caves  of  the  Nal’atlaques,  and  lawful  King  of  thofe  Seven  Na- 
‘ tions,  which  gave  Beginning  to  the  Mexican  Empire.  By 
‘ one  of  his  Prophecies,  which  we  reverence  as  an  infallible 
£ Truth,  and  by  a Tradition  of  many  Ages,  prefer ved  in  our 
£ Annals,  we  know,  that  he  departed  from  thefe  Countries  to 
£ conquer  new  Regions  in  the  Eaft 3 leaving  a Promifc,  that 
£ in  Procefs  of  Time,  his  Defendants  fhould  return  to  model 
£ our  Laws,  and  amend  our  Government.  And,  becaufe  the 
£ Marks  you  carry  agree  with  this  Prophecy,  and  the  Prince  of 
£ the  Eaft , who  fends  you,  manifefts  in  your  very  Actions,  the 
£ Greatnefs  of  fo  illuftrious  a Progenitor,  we  have  already  de- 
£ termined,  that  all  Things  (hall  be  done  for  his  Honour, 
£ to  the  utmoft  of  our  Ability  3 of  which  I have  thought  fit  to 
£ advertife  you,  that  without  any  Conftraint  you  may  declare 
£ what  you  have  to  propofe,  and  attribute  to  fo  noble  a Caufe,  this 
‘ Excefs  of  my  Goodnefs/  Mote^uma  in  this  manner  ended  the 
Difcourfe,  which  he  had  calculated  to  prepoffefs  the  Spa- 
niards with  an  Opinion  of  his  Integrity,  and  which  he  de- 
liver'd in  a Style  of  Maiefty  : The  Subftance  of  it  gave 
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fufficient  Ground  to  Cortes  (without  difputingthe  Illufions  which 
he  found  fo  univerfally  eftablilfi’d  in  the  Minds  of  the  Indians) 
to  anfwerin  thefe  or  the  like  Terms. 

SIR. , 

Fter  rendering  Thanks  for  the  extream  Goodnefs  with 
jTj^  c which  you  condefcend  to  hearken  to  our  Embaffy, 
and  the  fuperiour  Knowledge  which  you  employ  in  our  Fa- 
‘ vour,  by  contemning  (to  our  great  Advantage^  the  Mifre- 
‘ prefentations  of  common  Fame,  I mull  likewife  acquaint 
4 you,  that  your  Embalfadors  have  been  received  by  us  with 
4 that  RefpeCt  and  Veneration  which  is  agreeable  to  your 
4 Greatnefs.  Much  we  have  heard  concerning  you  in  thefe 
4 Countries,  under  your  own  Dominion  5 fome  vilifying  your 
1 Actions,  others  placing  you  among  the  Gods : But  this  Way 
‘ of  enlarging  is  prejudicial  to  the  Truth  5 for  as  the  Voice  of 
4 Man  is  the  Trumpet  of  Fame,  fo  is  it  influenc’d  by  his  Paf- 
4 fions  5 and  thefe  either  do  not  underftand  Things  as  they 
4 are,  or  do  not  relate  them  as  they  are  underftood.  The  Spa- 
4 wards.  Sir,  have  that  penetrating  View,  which  difcovers  the 
4 different  Colours  of  Difcourfe,  and  in  them  the  Deceit  of  the 
4 Heart.  We  have  given  no  Credit  either  to  your  Rebels,  or 
‘ Flatterers : We  are  come  into  your  Prefence,  with  certain  Af- 
4 furance  of  your  being  a great  Prince,  and  a Friend  to  Reafon, 

4 without  any  neceffity  of  being  convinc’d  by  our  Senfes  that 
4 you  are  mortal.  We  Spaniards  alfo  are  Mortal,  but  more  Va- 
4 liant,  and  of  greater  Underftanding  than  your  Vaflals,  born  in 
4 a Climate  of  more  powerful  Influences  than  yours  : The  Beafts 
4 which  obey  us,  are  not  like  your  Deer,  but  of  a Kind  more 
4 fierce  and  generous  5 Brutes  inclined  to  War,  and  which  know 
4 how  to  afpire  with  a fort  of  Ambition,  to  the  Glory  of  their 
4 Mafters.  Our  Fire-Arms  are  the  EffeCt  of  humane  Induftry, 

4 without  owing  any  Part  of  their  Production  to  the  Skill 
4 of  Magicians  5 a Science  abominable  among  us,  and 
4 more  contemned,  than  Ignorance  itfelf.  I thought  it  my 
4 Duty  to  eftablifh  thefe  Principles,  that  I might  the  better  com- 
4 ply  with  the  Commands  you  have  laid  upon  me.  I am  now 
4 to  acquaint  you,  with  all  due  Reverence  to  your  Majefty, 

4 that  I come  as  Embaflador  from  the  moft  powerful  Mo- 
4 narch  the  Sun  fhines  on  from  his  firft  Riling  : He  defires  to 
4 be  your  Friend,  and  Confederate,  not  by  Virtue  of  thofe 
4 ancient  Rights,  which  you  have  declared,  nor  for  any  other 

4 Reafon, 
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‘ Reafon,  than  to  open  a Communication  between  the  two 
‘ Monarchies,  that  by  this  Means  he  may  have  the  Plea- 
4 lure  to  free  you  from  your  Errors.  And  tho’  he  might  (ac- 
‘ cording  to  the  Tradition  of  your  own  Hiftories)  pretend  to 
4 be  more  abfolute  in  thefe  Dominions, he  only  defires  to  make 
4 ufe  of  his  Authority,  to  gain  your  Credit  of  Things  entirely 
4 to  your  own  Advantage ; and  to  inform  you,  Sir,  and  you 
‘ Mexicans,  who  hear  me,  that  you  live  in  Error,  with  Regard  to 
c the  Religion  you  profefs;  adoring  infenlible  Pieces  of  Wood, 

4 the  Work  of  your  own  Elands  and  Fancies  : Forafmuch  as 
4 there  is  but  one  true  God,  the  eternal  Caufe  of  all  Things,  with- 
‘ out  Beginning  or  Ending  ; whofe  infinite  Power  created  out  of 
‘ Nothing  the  wonderful  Fabrick  of  the  Fleavens,the  Sunwhich 
4 enlightens  us,  the  Earth  which  fuftains  us,  and  the  firft 
4 Man  from  whom  we  all  proceed,  and  whom  we  are 
4 therefore  all  under  equal  Obligation  to  acknowledge  and 
4 adore.  This  very  Obligation  is  imprinted  in  your  Souls, 

‘ of  whofe  Immortality  you  are  not  ignorant  ; but  which 
c neverthelefsyou  debafe  and  deftroy,  by  paying  Adoration  to 
4 Devils,  unclean  Spirits,  Creatures  of  the  lame  God,  who  for 
4 Ingratitude  and  Rebellion  are  call  into  Subterranean  Fires,  of 
4 which  you  have  fome  imperfedt  Image  in  your  Volcanos. 
4 Thefe,  who  thro’ their  Envy  and  Wickednefs,  are  mortal  Ene- 
4 mies  to  Mankind,  endeavour  your  Perdition,  by  caufing 
4 themfelves  to  be  adored  in  your  abominable  Idols  : Theirs 
4 is  the  Voice  you  fometimes  hear  in  the  Anfwers  of  your  Ora- 
4 cles  5 theirs  the  Illufions  which  impofe  on  your  Reafon  the 
4 Errors  of  Imagination.  I am  fenfible,  Sir,  that  fuch  high 
4 Mifteries  are  not  to  be  explain’d  at  this  prefent  Jundture  : 

4 But  the  King,  whofe  ancient  Superiority  you  acknowledge, 
4 exhorts  you  to  hear  me  on  this  Subject  with  an  unprejudiced 
4 Mind,  that  you  may  tafte  of  that  Repofe  which  your  Spirit 
4 will  find  in  Truth,  and  be  fenfible  how  often  you  have 
4 refilled  natural  Reafon,  which  has  afforded  you  Light  fuffi- 
4 cient  to  difcover  your  Errors.  This  is  the  firil  Thing  which 
4 the  King  my  Mailer  defires  of  your  Majefly,  and  the  chief 
4 Propofal  I have  to  make  to  you,  as  the  moll  effectual  Means 
4 to  ellablifh  by  a tailing  Amity  the  Confederacy  of  both 
4 Crowns  on  the  folid  Foundation  of  Religion,  which  uniting 
4 us  in  Principles,  may  introduce  and  fix  a voluntary  Friend- 
4 Chip  in  our  Minds.’  Thus  did  Hernan  Cortes  endeavour  to 
maintain,  in  Mote^umas  Belief,  the  Reputation  of  his  Forces, 
without  departing  from  the  Truth  5 making  a dext’rous  Ufe  of 
the  Original  they  had  bellow’d  on  his  King  $ and  not  contra- 
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dieting  what  they  imagin’d,  that  he  might  give  the  greater  Au- 
thority to  his  EmbaiTy.  But  Motezuma  heard  the  Point  of  Re- 
ligion without  any  Mark  ofConvi&ion  5 continuing  fuperftiti- 
oufly  obflinate  in  his  Pagan  Errors  : And  riling  from  his  Seat, 
‘ I do  accept,  (faid  he)  with  all  Acknowledgment,  the  Confe- 
‘ deracy  and  Friendfhip  you  propofe  from  the  great  Defcen- 
‘ dant  o f Quezalcoal  $ but  all  Gods  are  good,  and  yours  may  be 
‘ what  you  fay,  without  Offence  to  mine.  Repofe  your  felves 
c now,  you  are  in  your  own  Houfe,  where  you  fhall  be  ferv’d 
‘ with  all  the  Regard  that  is  due  to  your  Valour,  and  to  the 
‘ great  Prince  who  fends  you.’  He  then  immediately  gave 
Orders  for  iome  Indians  attending  without  to  enter,  and  before 
he  went  away,  prefented  Hernan  Cortes  with  feveral  Pieces  of 
Gold,  a Quantity  of  Cotton  Cloaths,  and  feveral  Curiolities  of 
Feathers  3 a conliderable  Gift  both  for  the  Value  and  Fafhion : 
He  diftributed  at  the  fame  Time  fome  Jewels  and  Things  of 
the  like  Kind  among  the  Spaniards,  who  were  prefent,  without 
feeming  to  think  he  laid  them  under  any  Obligation,  and  do- 
ing all  with  a cheerful  Generofity  : He  regarded  Cortes  and  his 
Soldiers  with  a fort  of  Satisfaction,  in  which  one  might  perceive, 
the  Difquiet  he  had  lain  under  before  5 in  the  fame  manner  as 
a Man  fhews  how  far  his  Fears  have  prevail’d  over  him,  by  the 
Joy  he  difcovers  in  being  deliver’d  from  them. 


CHAP.  XII. 

Cortes  vijits  Motezuma  in  his  Palace  ; the 
Greatnefs  and  Furniture  of  it  are  defcrihed : An 
Account  of  what  pajfed  in  that  Conference , and 
in  others  which  they  had  afterwards  upon  the  Sub - 
jeff  of  Religion. 

BH  E following  Day  Hernan  Cortes  defired  an  Audience, 
which  was  granted  with  fuch  readinefs,  that  the  fame 
Perfons  who  were  to  accompany  him,  returned  with 
the  Anfwer  : Thefe  were  particularly  appointed  to 
attend  Embalfadors,  as  Mailers  of  the  Ceremonies  of  that 
Country.  The  General  put  on  a gay  Habit,  without  quitting 
his  Arms  (for  he  had  a mind  to  be  introduced  in  his  Military 
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Drefs)  and  carried  with  him  the  Captains  Pedro  de  Alvarado, 
Gonzalo  de  SandoVal,  Juan  Velafquez^  de  Leon , and  Diego  de  Orda 
with  fix  or  feven  favourite  Soldiers  5 among  whom  was 
Bernal  Dia ^ del  Cafiillo,  who  had  already  began  to  make  Qb- 
fervations,  in  order  to  compile  a Hiftory. 

The  Streets  were  all  filled  with  an  innumerable  Coricourfe 
of  People,  who  crowded  to  behold  the  Spaniards,  but  yet  with- 
out hindering  their  Palfage 3 and  among  their  Compliments 
and  Acclamations,  the  Word  Tetlle  was  often  diftinguifhed, 
which  in  their  Language  fignifies  a God  : A Word,  the  Impor- 
tance whereof  was  underftood  3 and  which  had  no  ill  Sound 
in  the  Ears  of  thofe  who  founded  part  of  their  Courage  on  the 
Refpedt  that  was  paid  them. 

At  a confiderablc  Diflance  appeared  the  Palace  of  Mote^uma, 
which  fufficiently  (hewed  the  great  Magnificence  of  their  Kings  i 
The  Pile  was  fo  very  large,  that  it  opened  with  Thirty  Gates, 
to  as  many  different  Streets  : The  principal  Front  took  up  one 
whole  Side  of  a very  fpacious  Parade;,  and  was  of  Jafper,  black, 
red,  and  white,  well  polifhed  and  skilfully  placed  ; Over  the 
Gate,  in  a large  Shield,  were  feen  the  Arms  of  Motcztma , a 
Griffin,  half  Eagle,  and  half  Lion,  with  the  Wings  extended 
for  Flight,  and  a Tyger  in  his  Talons.  Some  maintain,  that  this 
Griffin  was  an  Eagle,  becaufe  there  were  no  Griffins  in  that 
Country,  as  if  there  were  Reafon  to  believe,  that  other  Parts 
of  the  World  produc’d  them  5 whereas  Naturalifts  place  them 
in  the  Number  of  fabulous  Birds  5 and  we  fliall  rather  choofe 
to  fuppofe  thefe  fort  of  Monfters,  the  Produ&ion  of  Fancy,  by 
a Liberty  allowed  to  Poets  and  Painters.  As  they  approached 
the  principal  Gate,  the  Officers  of  Motezuma , who  accompanied 
Cortes,  walked  up  to  one  Side  of  it  5 and  then  retiring  with  a 
Shew  of  fome  Myftery  in  their  Motions,  formed  a Semi-circle, 
that  they  might  enter  the  Gate  by  two  and  two : This  Cere- 
mony argued  Refpedt  5 for  they  thought  it  an  Irreverence  to 
enter  the  Royal  Palace  in  a Crowd  3 and  by  their  ftepping  back, 
they  fhowed  how  much  they  feared  to  tread  fo  facred  a Place. 
After  having  paffed  three  Squares,  built  and  adorn’d  in  the  fame 
manner  as  the  Front  of  the  Palace,  they  came  to  Motezuma  s Ap4 
partment,  where  they  equally  admired  the  Largenefs  of  the 
Rooms,  and  the  Furniture  : The  Floors  were  covered  With 
Mats  of  different  Work  3 the  Walls  with  Hangings  of  Cotton 
Cloth,  and  Furrs  of  Rabits  interwoven  3 and  the  innermoft 
Room  with  Hangings  of  Feathers,  both  the  one  and  the  other 
beautified  with  lively  Colours  and  various  Figures.  The  Roofs 
were  of  Cyprefs,  Cedar,  and  other  odoriferous  Woods,  with 
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different  Foliages  and  Relievos  ; and  in  this  Building  it  was 
remarkable,  that  without  having  found  the  Ufe  of  Nails,  they 
form’d  large  Ceilings,  fixing  the  Timber-Work  and  Planks  in 
fuch  manner,  as  to  make  them  fuftain  one  another.  In  each 
ofthefe  fpacious  Rooms,  there  was  a great  Number  of  Officers 
of  different  Rank,  who  kept  the  Entrance  according  to  their 
Quality  and  Office  : And  at  the  Door  of  the  Anti-Chamber 
•waited  the  Nobility  and  Magiftrates,  who  received  Cortes  with 
much  Civility  ; but  made  him  flop  till  they  had  taken  off  their 
Shoes,  and  the  coftly  Cloaths  with  which  they  were  adorned, 
and  put  on  others  of  lefs  Finery  : For  it  was  thought  a great 
Indecency  among  thefe  People,  to  appear  in  their  richeft  Ha- 
bits before  the  King.  Thefe  Fafhions  were  obferved  by  the 
Spaniards.  All  they  faw  appeared  new  to  them ; the  Greatnefs 
of  the  Palace,  the  Ceremonies,  the  Attendance,  and  even  the 
profound  Silence  of  fo  numerous  a Train  of  Domefticks,  con- 
curr’d  to  imprint  a RefpeCt.  Mote^tinia  was  ftanding  with  all 
his  Enfigns  of  Royalty  about  him,  and  advanced  foirie  Steps 
to  receive  Cortes  ; whb  approaching  with  a low  Bow,  he  laid  his 
Arms  upon  his  Shoulders,  and  faluted  the  reft  of  the  Spaniards  who 
waited  on  him  with  an  obliging  Look:  Then  feating  himfelf, 
he  commanded  Cortes  to  fit,  and  all  thofe  who  came  with  him, 
without  fuffering  any  Reply.  The  Vifit  was  long,  and  the 
Converfatiort  familiar.  The  Emperor  asked  Cortes  (eve ral  Que- 
ftions  concerning  the  Nature  and  Politics  of  the  Eajlern  Coun- 
tries : Sometimes  approving  what  he  thought  right  ; and  let- 
ting him  fee,  that  where  he  doubted  he  knew  how  to  fupport  his 
Objections  by  proper  Arguments.  Then  he  touched  upon  the 
Dependancy  and  Obligations  ofthe  Mexicans  to  the  Defcendant  of 
their  firftKing:  And  expreffed  his  particular  Satisfaction,  that  the 
Prophecy  concerning  the  Strangers,  who  had  been  promifed  to 
his  Anceftors  fo  many  Ages  paft,  was  compleated  in  his  Time  : 
And  ifhefpoke  not  with  Sincerity,  heunderftood  very  well  how 
to  hide  his  Thoughts.  And  tho’  this  was  a Notion,  vain  and  de- 
fpicable  in  its  Original  and  Circumftances,  yet  it  was  of  great 
Importance  to  the  Spaniards  upon  this  Occafion  j for  by  the  help 
of  it  they  found  the  Way  open  for  their  Entrance.  And  thus, 
many  times  from  Things  trivial  in  their  Beginning,  proceed 
Conlequences  of  the  greateft  Importance.  Then  Hernan  Cortes 
dextroufty  led  him  to  the  Topic  of  Religion  ; enlarging 
("among  other  Things  he  told  him  of  his  Country)  upon  the 
Rites  and  Cuftoms  of  the  Chriftians,  to  the  end  that  the  Vices 
and  Abominations  of  his  Idolatry  might  appear  the  more  de* 
teftable  by  fuch  a Contraft.  He  made  ufe  of  thisOpportunity.to 
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exclaim  againft  Sacrifices  of  humane  Blood,  and  to  IheW  hoW 
horrible  and  contrary  to  Nature  it  was,  to  eat  the  Men  they 
facrificed  : A brutifh  Cuftom  prevailing  in  this  Coutt,  ptopor- 
tionably  to  the  vail  Number  of  Sacrifices  which  aggravated 
the  Crime  of  thefe  infamous  Repafts  ! 

This  Conference  was  not  altogether  ufelefs,  for  Moteguma 
yielding  in  fome  degree  to  the  Force  of  Reafon,  baniflied  from 
his  Table  all  Difihes  of  Humane  Flefh  ; but  did  not  dare  all  at 
once  to  forbid  his  Subje&s  the  ufe  of  it : Nor  was  he  conviticed 
as  to  the  Point  of  Sacrifices  : Saying,  It  was  no  Cruelty  to  offer  to 
his  Gods,  (prij oners  of  War , already  condemn’d  to  dye  ; nor  did  he  thinly 
it  reasonable  to  extend  the  Denomination  of  Neighbour  to  our  Wry 
Enemies.  He  gave  but  fmall  Hopes  of  his  Converfion  • tho’ 
Hernan  Cortes , and  Father  Dartholome  de  Olmedo,  endeavoured 
feveral  Times  to  lead  him  into  the  Way  of  Truth.  He  had 
Capacity  enough  to  comprehend  fome  Advantages  of  the  Ca- 
tholick  Religion,  and  not  entirely  to  overlook  the  Abufes  of 
his  own  5 but  he  prefently  returned  to  his  old  Theme,  That 
his  Gods  were  good  in  that  Country , as  the  Chrifiian  God  was  in  theirs  : 
And  he  was  obliged  to  put  a Force  on  himfelf  to  conceal  his 
Anger,  when  the  Argument  was  prefs’d  too  hard  againft  him. 
He  was  much  difturbed  within  himfelf  at  thefe  Conferences  5 
for  on  the  one  hand  he  endeavour’d  to  oblige  the  Spaniards , by 
a Complaifance  which  hardly  became  his  Dignity  ; and  on 
the  other  was  prefs’d  by  a neceffary  Affe&ation  of  Religion, 
which  had  acquired,  and,  as  he  believed,  preferv’d  his  Crown  : 
This  made  him  apprehend  the  Contempt  of  his  Vaflals,  in 
cafe  they  fhould  find  him  lefs  zealous  than  formerly  fot 
the  Worfhip  of  his  Gods : A milerable  Policy,  and  propet 
to  Tyrants  5 to  command  with  Pride,  and  reflect  with  a 
flavifh  Fear  ! 

He  made  fuch  an  Oftentation  of  his  Obftinacy,  that  in 
very  few  Days,  as  he  took  Hernan  Cortes  and  Father  (Bartholo- 
?ne,  with  lome  Captains  and  particular  Soldiers  along  with 
him,  to  fee  the  Grandeur  of  his  Court,  he  refolv’d,  upon  a 
Principle  of  Vanity,  to  fhew  them  the  greater  Magnificence 
of  his  Temples.  He  commanded  them  to  ftop  a little  at  the 
Entrance,  and  went  forward  himfelf  to  conlult  the  Priefts, 
whether  it  were  lawful  for  him  to  bring  into  the  Prefence  of 
his  Gods,  thofe  who  refus’d  to  adore  them  ? It  Was  concluded, 
that  they  might  enter;  but  that  he  fhould  fifft  admonifh 
3hem,  to  behave  themfelves  with  RefpeCt : And  two  or  three 
of  the  moft  ancient  Priefts  went  out  with  the  Permilfion  and 
the  Requeft.  Immediately  all  the  Gates  of  thi$  fpacious  Edi- 
1 fice 
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fice  were  opened  $ and  Moteguma  cook  upon  himfelf  fo  ex- 
plain all  the  fecret  Places  of  Worfhip,  the  Ufe  of  the  Vef- 
fels,  and  other  Inftruments  and  Images  of  the  Temple,  with 
fo  much  Ceremony  and  Reverence,  that  the  Spaniards  could 
not  refrain  from  Laughter,  which  he  did  not  feem  to  take  No- 
tice of  j but  turned  and  looked  upon  them,  as  defiring  to  keep 
them  within  Bounds.  Here  Hernan  Cortes  fuffering  himfelf  to 
be  tranfported  with  the  Zeal  which  burnt  within  his  Breaft, 
addreffed  himfelf  to  Mote^uma,  and  faid,  (Permit  me , Sir,  to  fix 
the  Croft  of  Chrift  before  the/e  Images  of  the  T>eVd,  and  you  fball  fee 
whether  they  deferVe  Adoration  or  Contempt.  At  the  hearing  of 
this  Propofition,  the  Priefts  grew  enraged,  and  Mote^uma  found 
himfelf  in  the  greateft  Confufion  and  Perplexity  $ wanting 
Patience  to  bear  it,  and  Refolution  to  (lie w his  Difpleafure  : 
But  recolleding  himfelf,  and  endeavouring  to  hide  his  Refent- 
ments  ; You  might  at  leaft  (laid  he  to  the  Spaniards)  have  Jhewed 
this  Place  the  PejfeB  you  owe  to  my  Perfon.  On  which  he  imme- 
diately went  out  of  the  Temple,  that  they  might  do  the  fame} 
but  Hop’d  on  the  Threfhold,  and  added,  with  fomewhat  more 
of  Calmnefs,  You  may  return  to  your  Houfe , my  Friends,  for  I fball 
remain  here  to  asl^  Pardon  of  my  Gods,  for  haying  fujfered  you  to  pro- 
ceed thus  far.  In  this  Manner  he  difengag’d  himfelf  from  the 
Perplexity  he  was  in,  with  few  Words,  but  worthy  of  Regard  j 
as  informing  them  of  his  Refolution,  and  how  hard  a Task  he 
found  it  to  command  his  Temper. 

From  this,  and  other  Experiments  of  the  fame  Kind,  Cortes 
took  a Refolution  (with  the  Advice  of  Father  Partholome  de 
Olmedo,  and  the  Licentiate  Juan  Viag)  not  to  talk  any  more 
then  on  the  Subject  of  Religion,  which  only  feemed  to  provoke 
and  harden  the  Heart  of  Mote^uma  5 but  at  the  fame  Time, 
they  obtained  his  Leave,  to  worfhip  God  in  Public  5 and  he  him- 
felf fent  his  Mailer-Builders  to  erect  a Chapel  at  his  own  Expence, 
according  to  the  Direction  of  Cortes.  So  much  did  he  defire  to 
be  left  in  the  quiet  Poffeflion  of  his  Errors  ! The  Spaniards  pre- 
fently  cleared  one  of  the  principal  Rooms  of  the  Palace  : 
they  white-wafh’d  it,  and  raifed  an  Altar  5 and  in  the  Front, 
upon  Steps  richly  adorned,  they  placed  the  Image  of  our  Lady, 
and  fixing  a large  Crofs  near  the  Gate,  formed  a very  decent 
Chappel,  where  they  celebrated  Mafs  every  Day,  and  recited 
their  Rofary,  with  other  Ads  of  Piety  and  Devotion : Mote^uma 
with  his  Princes  and  Minifters  were  often  prefent  5 and  praifed 
the  Humanity  of  the  Chriftian  Sacrifice,  u-ithout  difeovering 
the  Barbarity  and  Abomination  of  their  ow  n.  A People  blind, 
and  fuperftitious,  who  tho’  fenfible  of  their  Errors,  yec  fujfered 
Cuftom  to  get  the  better  of  their  Reafon  ! But 
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But  before  we  relate  what  happened  to  the  Spaniards  in  this 
Court,  ’tis  proper  to  give  a Delcription  of  Mexico , the  Mag- 
nificence of  its  Buildings,  its  Form  of  Government  and  Policy, 
and  make  fome  other  Oblervations  recjuifite  for  the  right  con- 
ceiving and  underftanding  the  Events  themfelves.  For  tho’ 
fuch  Delcriptions  interrupt  the  Narration,  they  are  necelfary 
to  the  Hillory,  as  not  being  foreign  to  the  Argument,  nor 
having  any  of  thofe  Blemifhes  which  make  a Digrelfion 
vicious. 


CHAP.  XIII. 

A Defcription  cf  the  City  of  Mexico  ; the  Tern  * 
peratenefs  cf  its  Climate ; its  Scituation  ; the  Mar- 
ket fl/Tlatelulco,  and  the  great  Temple  dedicated 
to  the  God  of  kTar. 

H E great  City  of  Mexico , which  was  anciently  known 
by  the  Name  of  Tenuchtitlan , or  fome  other  of  a like 
Sound  (a  Queftion  canvas'd  by  Authors  to  very  little 
Purpofe^)  at  this  Time  contained  Sixty  thouland  Fa- 
milies, and  was  divided  into  two  Parts  5 of  which  one  was  called 
Tiatelulco,  the  Habitation  of  the  meaner  Sort  of  People  : The 
other  Mexico,  the  Refidence  of  the  Court  and  Nobility,  and 
which  therefore  gave  its  Name  to  the  whole. 

It  was  feituated  in  a fpacious  Plain,  furrounded  with 
very  high  Rocks  and  Mountains  3 by  whofe  Streams  and 
Rivulets,  rowling  into  the  Valley,  were  formed  feveral  Lakes, 
and  two  of  a larger  Size  in  the  deepeffc  Part,  where  the 
Mexicans  had  above  fifty  Towns.  This  little  Sea  was  about 
thirty  Leagues  in  Circumference  : And  the  two  Lakes  which 
compofed  it,  had  a Communication  thro' a Wall  of  Stone  which 
divided  them 3 fome  Openings  being  left,  with  Wooden  Bridges 
over  them,  and  Sluices  on  each  Side  to  fupply  the  lower  Lake, 
when  there  was  Occafion  to  make  good  the  want  of  Water  in 
one  with  the  Redundance  of  the  other.  The  uppermo/t  was 
clear  fweet  Water,  where  they  had  lome  forts  of  F ifh,  of  very 
agreeable  Tafte  : The  lower  Lake  was  fait  like  the  Sea  3 not 
that  the  Rivulets  that  fed  it  were  of  different  Quality,  but  it 

S proceeded 
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proceeded  from  the  natural  Quality  of  the  Soil  which  receiv  d 
them,  and  which  in  this  Part  is  fat  and  nitrous,  but  very  ufe- 
ful  for  the  making  of  Salt,  all  along  the  Borders  of  the  Lake, 
where  the  Sun  purified  and  refined  the  Scum  that  was  left  by 
the  beating  of  the  Waves. 

In  the  middle  almoft  of  this  fait  Water  Lake  ftood  the  City 
of  Mexico,  in  19  Deg.  and  13  Min.  North  Lat.  within  the 
Torrid  Zone,  by  the  ancient  Philofophers  imagined  uninhabi- 
table, which  may  inftruCt  us  by  Experience,  how  little  we 
can  rely  on  humane  Wifdom  when  the  Reafonings  of  the 
Underftanding  are  not  fupported  by  the  Evidence  of  the 
Senfes.  The  Climate  was  mild  and  healthy,  with  feafonable 
Vicilfitudes  of  Heat  and  Cold : And  the  Moifture,  which 
might  have  prov  d unwholfome  by  the  natural  Scituation  of 
the  Place,  was  corrected  by  the  Favour  of  the  Winds,  and  qua- 
lified by  the  Benefit  of  the  Sun. 

This  great  City  had  moft  beautiful  ProfpeCts  in  the  midft 
of  the  Waters,  and  was  joyned  to  the  Land  by  its  Dykes,  or 
principal  Cauleys  5 a fumptuous  Work,  of  nolefs  Ornament  than 
Ufe  : One  was  to  the  South  two  Leagues  long  (by  which  the 
Spaniards  made  their  Entrance)  another  one  League  long,  look- 
ing to  the  North,  and  the  Third  fomewhat  lels,  to  the  Weft. 
T he  Streets  were  all  large  and  ftraight,  as  if  they  were  drawn 
by  a Line  : Some  were  of  Water,  with  Bridges,  for  the  Commu- 
nication of  the  Inhabitants  : Others  were  of  Earth  alone, 
rais'd  by  Art  5 and  others  again  were  compos’d  of  Earth  and 
Water,  the  Earth  on  each  Side  for  the  People  to  pafs  on  Foot, 
and  Canals  in  the  Middle  for  the  Canoes  and  Barks  of  different 
Bulk,  which  ferved  for  Commerce,  and  other  Conveniencies 
about  the  City,  and  the  Number  whereof  was  almoft  incredi- 
ble : Some  faid  above  Fifty  thoufand,  without  counting  lit- 
tle Veffels,  which  were  called  Acaks,  made  of  the  Trunk  of  a 
Tree,  and  capable  of  holding  but  one  Man. 

The  publick  Buildings  and  Houles  of  the  Nobility,  which 
made  up  the  greateft  Part  of  the  City,  were  of  Stone,  and  well 
built  : The  Floufes  of  the  common  Sort,  low,  and  unequal  5 
but  both  the  one  and  the  other  fo  laid  out,  that  they  formed 
feveral  Parades,  where  they  expofed  their  Merchandize. 

Among  the  reft,  that  of  Tlatelulco  was  of  prodigious  Ex- 
tent and  Refort,  on  the  account  of  its  Fairs,  held  there  fome 
certain  Days  of  the  Year,  and  frequented  by  all  the  Merchants 
and  Traders  of  the  whole  Kingdom,  with  their  moft  valuable 
Fruits  and  Manufactures : And  they  flock’d  hither  in  fuch 
mighty  Numbers,  that  tho’ this  Square  was  (according  to  Antonio 

de 
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de  Herera)  one  of  the  larged  in  the  World,  it  was  ne- 
verthelefs  filled  with  Tents,  placed  in  Ranks,  and  fo  near  to- 
gether, that  there  was  fcaree  Room  left  for  the  Buyers  to  pals* 
All  knew  their  Pods,  and  fecured  their  Shops  with  portable 
Frames,  covered  with  courfe  Cotton  Cloth,  which  were  Prool 
both  againd  the  Sun  and  Rain.  The  Spanifb  Writers  make 
no  End  of  reflecting  on  the  Order,  Variety,  and  Riches  of 
thofe  Fairs  : There  were  Rows  of  Silverfmiths,  who  fold  Jewels, 
and  Chains  of  extraordinary  Fafliionj  leveral  Figures  of  Beads, 
in  Gold  and  Silver,  wrought  with  fo  much  Art,  as  rais’d  the 
Wonder  of  our  Artificers : And  particularly,  fome  Skillets 
with  moving  Handles  that  were  fo  cad,  and  other  Pieces  of 
the  fame  Kind,  with  Moldings  and  Relievos,  without  any 
Signs  of  a Hammer  or  Grave.r.  There  were  alfo  Rows  of 
Painters,  with  fine  Figures  and  Landskips  made  of  Feathers, 
fo  curioufly  placed,  as  to  give  both  Colour  and  Life  to  the 
Piece  3 and  in  this  Kind  there  were  extraordinary  Proofs,  both 
of  the  Patience  and  Skill  of  the  Workman.  They  brought  to 
this  Fair  all  the  different  Sorts  of  Cloths  made  throughout  this 
vad  Empire,  of  Cotton  and  Rabit  Furr,  which  the  Women  of 
this  Country  ("Enemies  to  Idlenefs)  fpun  extremely  fine,  be- 
ing very  dextrous  in  this  Manufacture.  They  had  Drinking- 
Cups  exquifitely  made  of  the  fined  Earth,  different  in  Colour, 
and  even  in  Smell : And  of  this  Kind  they  had  all  Sorts  of 
Veffels  neceffary,  either  for  the  Service  or  Ornament  of  a 
Houfe:  For  they  us’d  no  Veffels  either  of  Silver  or  Gold, 
which  were  only  feen  at  the  Royal  Table,  and  that  on  ex- 
traordinary Days.  This  Fair  likewife  afforded  in  the  fame  Or- 
der and  Plenty,  all  Sorts  of  Fruit,  Flefh,  and  Fifh  3 and  in  a 
Word  every  Thing  which  could  contribute  to  the  Plcafures 
or  fupply  the  Neceffities  of  Life. 

The  Way  of  Buying  and  Selling  was  by  bartering  one 
Thing  for  another  : And  every  one  parted  with  what  he  had 
too  much  of,  for  what  he  wanted  3 and  MaizorCoco,  fervedas 
Money  for  Things  of  fmall  Value.  They  did  not  know  what 
belonged  to  Weight  3 but  they  had  different  Meafures,  with 
which  they  diftinguifhed  Quantity  : And  they  had  their  Num- 
bers and  Characters,  by  which  they  adjufted  the  Prices  of 
Goods,  according  to  the  Taxes  laid  upon  them. 

They  had  a Houfe  appointed  for  the  Judges  of  Commerce, 
before  whofe  Tribunal  were  decided  all  Differences  between  the 
Merchants  : There  were  other  inferior  Officers  who  went  a- 
bout  the  Fair,  to  prevent  Frauds  in  Contracts  3 and  made  their 
Report  to  the  principal  Tribunal,  of  all  Irregularities  of 
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that  Sort,  which  deferv’d  any  kind  of  Punifhment.  The  Spa* 
imrds  were  amazed  (and  with  Reafon)  upon  the  firft  Sight  of 
this  Fair,  at  its  Abundance,  and  Variety,  with  the  good  Order, 
and  Peace  that  was  preferv’d  in  fo  vaft  a Multitude.  A Spectacle 
worthy  of  Admiration;  as  it  difcovered  at  one  View,  the  Gran- 
deur and  good  Government  of  this  Empire. 

The  Temples  (if  it  be  lawful  to  give  them  that  Name) 
raifed  their  ftately  Heads  above  the  reft  of  their  Buildings : 
And  the  largeft  w here  the  chief  of  thofe  unclean  Pi  lefts  refided, 
was  dedicated  to  the  Idol  Fi^ppup,  which  fignified  the  God 
of  War,  and  was  held  to  be  the  fupreme  or  all  their  Deities  : 
By  the  Supremacy  ofthis  God,  it  may  be  judged,  how  much  they 
efteem’d  the  Military  Art.  Th eSpamJh  Soldiers  called  this  Idol, 
Huchilobos  by  a corrupt  Pronunciation  : And  lo  Bernal  Dias^del 
Cajlillo  writes  it  5 making  the  fame  Slip  with  his  Pen,  as  they 
did  with  their  Tongues.  Our  Authors  very  much  vary  in 
the  Defcription  of  this  magnificent  Edifice.  Antonio  de  Herrera 
follows  too  clofely  Francifco  Lope ^ de  Gomara  : Thofe  who  faw 
it  at  this  Time  had  other  Things  to  mind  ; and  the  reft  diew 
the  Plan  of  it  according  to  their  Fancies.  We  fhall  follow  Fa- 
ther Jo/epb  de  Acop,  and  other  Authors,  who  wert  more  exact 
and  better  inform’d. 

The  firft  Part  of  the  Building  was  a great  Square,  with  a 
Wall  of  hewn  Stone,  wrought  on  the  outfide  with  various  Knots 
of  Serpents  inter-twifted,  which  gave  a Horror  to  the  Poitico, 
and  were  not  improperly  plac  d there.  At  a little  Diftance 
from  the  principal  Gate  was  a Place  of  Worfhip,  not  leis  terrible  : 
It  was  built  of  Stone  with  thirty  Steps  of  the  fame,  which  went 
up  to  the  Top,  where  was  a kind  of  long  flat  Roof,  and  a 
great  many  Trunks  of  well  grown  Trees,  fixed  in  it,  in  a Row, 
with  Holes  bored  in  them  at  equal  Diftances  ; and  thro  which, 
from  one  Tree  to  another,  paffed  feveral  Bars  run  thro  the 
Heads  of  Men  who  had  been  facrificed;  of  whofe  Number 
(which  cannot  be  repeated  without  Honour)  the  Priefts  of  the 
Temple  took  exadt  Account,  placing  others  in  the  Room  of 
thofe  which  had  been  wafted  by  Time.  A lamentable  Trophy, 
in  which  the  Enemy  of  Mankind  difplay’d  his  Rancour;  and 
which  thefe  Barbarians  always  had  in  View,  without  the  leaft 
Remorfe  1 For  Inhumanity  put  on  the  Mask  of  Devotion,  and 
Cuftom  had  render’d  Death  in  all  its  Terrors  familiar  to 
their  Eyes. 

The  four  Sides  of  the  Square  had  as  many  Gates  opening  to 
the  four  Winds.  Over  each  of  thefe  Gates  were  four  Statues 

of  Stone,  which  feemed  to  point  the  Way,  as  if  they  were  de- 

, firous 
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firous  to  fend  back  fuch  as  approach’d  with  an  ill  DifpoiTtion 
of  Mind.  Thefe  were  prefum'd  to  be  Tbnjbold-GoJs , becaufe 
they  had  fome  Reverences  paid  them  at  the  Entrance.  Clofe 
to  the  Infide  of  the  Wall,  were  the  Habitations  of  the  Priells, 
and  of  thole  who,  under  them,  attended  the  Service  of  the  Tem- 
ple, with  lome  Offices,  which  all  together  took  up  the  whole  Cir- 
cumference, without  retrenching  fo  much  from  that  vaft  Square, 
but  that  Eight  or  Ten  Thoufand  Perfons  had  fufficient  Room 
to  dance  in  upon  their  folemn  Feftivals. 

In  the  Centre  of  this  Square  flood  a Pile  of  Stone,  which  in 
the  open  Air  exalted  its  lofty  Head,  overlooking  all  the  Towers 
of  the  City,  gradually  diminifhing  till  it  form'd  a half  Pyra- 
mid 3 Three  of  its  Sides  were  fmooth,  the  Fourth  had  Stairs 
wrought  in  the  Stone  3 a fumptuous  Building,  and  extremely 
well  proportioned  : It  was  fo  high  that  the  Stair-Cafe  contain’d 
a Hundred  and  Twenty  Steps,  and  of  fo  large  a Compafs, 
that  on  the  Top  it  terminated  in  a Flat,  Forty  Foot  fquare  : 
The  Pavement  was  beautifully  laid  with  Jafper  Stones  of  all 
Colours : The  Rails  which  went  round  in  nature  of  a Balu- 
ftrade,  were  of  a Serpentine  Form,  and  both  Sides  cover'd  with 
Stones  refembling  Jett,  plac’d  in  good  Order,  and  join’d  with 
white  and  red  Cement,  which  was  a very  great  Ornament  to 
the  Building. 

Upon  the  two  Sides  of  the  Rails,  where  the  Stairs  ended, 
were  two  Marble  Statues,  which  fupported,  inaManner  which 
admirably  well  exprefs’d  the  flraining  of  the  Arms,  Two 
huge  Candleflicks  of  an  extraordinary  Make.  A little  farther 
was  a greenStone,  Five  Spans  high  from  the  Ground,  which  ter- 
minated in  an  Angle,  and  wffiereon  they  extended  on  his  Back 
the  miferable  Victim  they  were  about  to  Sacrifice,  and  open  d 
his  Breafl  to  take  out  his  Heart.  Above  this  Stone,  fronting 
the  Stair-Cafe,  flood  a Chappel  of  excellent  Workmanfhip  and 
Materials,  cover’d  with  a Roof  of  precious  Timber.  Here 
the  Idol  was  plac’d  on  a high  Altar,  behind  Curtains : It  was 
of  Humane  Figure,  fitting  in  a Chair  which  had  fome  Refem- 
"blance  of  a Throne,  fuflain’d  by  a blue  Globe,  which  they 
call  d Heaven,  from  the  Sides  whereof  came  four  Rods,  with 
their  Ends  refembling  the  Heads  of  Serpents,  which  the  Priells 
plac’d  upon  their  Shoulders  when  they  expos’d  their  Idol  to 
publick  View.  It  had  on  its  Head  a Helm  compos’d  of 
Plumes  of  various  Colours,  in  Form  of  a Bird,  with  a Bill 
and  Crefl  of  burnifh’d  Gold  : Its  Countenance  was  fevere 
and  horrible,  and  flill  more  deform’d  with  Two  blue  Bands, 
which  bound  its  Forehead  and  its  Nofe.  In  the  right  Hand 
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it  held  a curling  Serpent,  which  ferv’d  for  a Staff,  and  in 
the  Left  Four  Arrows,  which  they  venerated  as  a Prefent  from 
Heaven  5 and  a Shield  with  Five  white  Plumes  plac’d  in  the 
Form  of  a Crofs : And  concerning  thefe  Ornaments,  thefe 
Enfigns  and  Colours,  they  related  many  remarkable  Extrava- 
gances, with  a Serioufnefs  deferving  to  be  pitied. 

On  the  left  Hand  of  this  Chappel  was  another  of  the  fame 
Make  and  Bignefs,  with  an  Idol  called  Tlalocb,  in  every  RefpeCt 
refembling  his  Companion.  They  were  efteem’d  Brothers, 
and  Friends  to  fuch  a Degree,  that  they  divided  between 
them  the  Patronage  of  War,  equal  in  Power,  and  unanimous 
in  Inclination  : For  which  Reafon  they  addrefs’d  them  both 
with  the  fame  Prayers,  the  fame  Sacrifices,  and  the  fame 
Thankfgivings. 

The  Ornaments  of  both  Chappels  were  of  ineflimable 
Value  3 the  Walls  were  hung,  and  the  Altars  cover’d  with  Jew- 
els and  Precious  Stones,  plac'd  on  Feathers  of  various  Colours : 
And  they  had  Eight  Temples  in  the  City  of  almoft  the  fame 
Architecture,  and  of  equal  Wealth  : Thofe  of  a fmaller  Size 
amounted  to  Two  Thoufand,  and  were  dedicated  to  as  many 
Idols,  of  different  Names,  Forms,  and  Attributes.  There  was 
fcarce  a Street  without  its  Tutelar  Deity  3 nor  was  there  any 
Calamity  incident  to  Nature  without  its  Altar,  to  which 
they  might  have  Recourfe  for  a Remedy.  In  a Word,  their 
Gods  were  deriv’d  from  their  Fears  5 nor  did  they  refleCt 
how  they  lelfen  d the  Power  of  fome,  by  what  they  at- 
tributed to  others.  Thus  did  the  Devil  continually  enlarge  his 
Dominion,  and  exercife  a moft  deplorable  Tyranny  over 
Rational  Creatures,  in  the  PoffefTion  of  which  he  remain’d  for 
lo  many  Ages,  by  the  incomprehenfible  Permiffion  of  the 
moll:  High. 
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CHAP.  XIV. 

Of  the  different  Pleafure-Houfes  which  Motezum  a 
had  for  his  Recreation : His  Armories , Gardens , 
and  Country  Retirements ; with  other  remarkable 
Buildings , both  within  and  without  the  City. 


E SIDES  the  principal  Palace,  before  defcrib’d,  where 
Mote^uma  kept  his  Court,  and  where, as  we  have  already 
obferv’d,  the  Spaniards  were  entertain’d,  this  Emperor 
had  leveral  Houfes  of  Pleafure  which  adorn’d  the  City, 
anddifplay’d  his  Grandeur.  In  one  of  them,  a magnificent  Stru- 
cture, with  great  Galleries,  fupported  by  Pillars  of  Jalper,  he  had  all 
forts  of  Birds  which  New-Spain  produc’d  of  any  Value,  either 
for  their  Feathers,  or  Singing  ; in  which  Diverfity  there  were 
fome  very  extraordinary,  and  till  then  unknown  to  Europeans . 
The  Sea- Fowl  were  preferv’d  in  Salt  Water  Pools,  and  tliofe 
which  were  bred  in  Rivers  and  Lakes,  in  others  of  Frefh  Water. 
It  is  faid  they  had  Birds  of  Five  or  Six  Colours,  which  they 
{Lipp’d  of  their  Feathers  in  the  proper  Seafon,  letting  them 
live,  that  their  Owners  might  again  reap  the  Advantage  of  the 
new  ones  when  grown.  Thefe  were  a Merchandize  of  great 
Value  among  the  Mexicans  5 for  they  work’d  them  in  their 
Cloaths,  in  Pictures,  and  in  all  their  Ornaments.  Thefe  Birds 
were  in  fuch  Numbers,  and  the  Care  of  preferving  them  was  fo 
great,  that  it  gave  Employment  to  above  Three  Hundred  Men, 
skilful  in  the  Knowledge  of  their  Difeafes,  and  oblig’d  to  fup- 
ply  them  with  fuch  Food  as  they  us’d  to  eat  when  they  were 
at  Liberty. 

At  a little  Diftance  from  this  Houfe,  Mote^uma  had  another 
of  greater  Extent  and  Variety,  with  Apartments  capable  of 
receiving  himfelf  and  his  whole  Court.  There  his  Huntfmen 
refided,  and  there  the  Birds  of  Prey  were  kept  5 fome  in  Cages 
neat  and  well  made  j and  thefe  were  only  to  pleafe  the  Eye  : He 
had  others  on  Perches,  that  were  obedient  to  the  Jelfes,  and 
tam’d  for  the  Diverfion  of  Hawking,  for  which  Sport  they 
have  Birds  of  an  excellent  Kind  in  that  Country,  like  our 
Hawks,  and  no  way  inferior  to  them  for  their  Docility  in  re- 
turning to  their  Lure,  or  for  the  Vigour  with  which  they 
1 foule 
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foufe  upon  their  Prey.  Among  their  Birds  in  Cages  were 
Tome  fo  extremely  fierce  and  large,  that  they  appeared  to  be 
MonfterSj  and  particularly  the  Royal  Eagles,  of  an  extraor- 
dinary Size,  and  prodigious  Voracity.  An  Author  reports, 
that  one  of  thefe  Eagles  would  devour  a Sheep  at  a Meal : 
He  is  oblig’d  to  me,  that  I do  not  vouch  him  by  Name 
for  a Story  which  in  my  Opinion  he  fwallowcd  with  too 
little  Difficulty. 

In  the  fecond  Square  of  the  fame  Houfe  were  the  Wild  Bealls, 
which  were  either  Prefents  to  Mote^uma,  or  taken  by  his  Hun- 
ters, in  very  ffrong  Cages  of  Timber,  rang’d  in  good  Order 
and  under  Cover : Lions,  Tygers,  Bears,  and  all  others  of 
the  lavage  Kind  which  New-Spain  produc’d  3 among  w hich, 
the  greatefl  Rarity  was  the  Mexican  Bull  5 a wTonderful  Com- 
pofition  of  divers  Animals : It  has  crooked  Shoulders,  with 
a Bunch  on  its  Back  like  a Camel  5 its  Flanks  dry,  its  Tail 
large,  and  its  Neck  cover'd  with  Hair  like  a Lion  : It  is  cloven 
footed,  its  Head  armed  like  that  of  a Bull,  which  it  refembles 
in  Fierccnefs,  with  no  lefs  Strength  and  Agility.  This  Amphi- 
theatre feem’d  to  the  Spaniards  worthy  of  a great  Prince  3 it 
being  a Cuftom  eflablifh  d from  all  Antiquity,  by  the  Number 
of  Wild  Bealls  any  Prince  had  in  his  Polfeflion,  to  make  an 
Elfimate  of  the  Grandeur  of  the  Pofleffor. 

In  another  Part  of  this  Palace,  fay  fome  of  our  Spanijb  Writers, 
they  daily  fed  a horrible  Multitude  of  venomousAnimals,  preferv’d 
in  different  Veflels  and  Caverns, as  Vipers, Rattle-Snakes,  Scorpi- 
ons, and  even  Crocodiles : But  they  add,  that  the  Spaniards  were 
not  Eye-Witneffes  of  this  poifonous  Article  of  Magnificence,  but 
only  faw  the  Places  where  thefe  Creatures  were  reported  to  be 
bred  5 which  is  fufficicnt  Reafon  for  me  to  regard  this  Part  of 
the  Story  as  improbable  3 believing  rather,  that  it  had  no  other 
Foundation  than  the  Opinion  of  the  Indians , and  that  this  was 
a Sort  of  a Bugbear,  invented  by  the  Vulgar,  to  reprefent  the 
favage  Difpohtion  of  a Tyrant  3 particularly,  when  he  is  obey’d 
by  Conftraint,  and  cannot  be  mention’d  without  Fear. 

Over  the  Place  w here  the  Bealls  were  kept,  was  a very  large 
Apartment  for  the  Relidence  of  Buffoons,  and  other  Vermin 
of  the  Court,  who  ferv’d  for  theDiverfion  of  the  King:  Even 
Monflers  had  a Place  in  this  Set  of  Men  3 fuch  as  ^Dwarfs, 
Crooked,  or  Hump-back  d,  and  other  Errors  of  Nature  : Every 
Kind  had  their  feparate  Habitations,  and  Mailers  aparc  to  in- 
ltruct  them  3 and  Perlons  employ  d to  provide  their  Meals 
and  to  attend  them  : And  they  w'ere  fo  punctually  ferv’d,  that 
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fome  Fathers,  among  the  poorer  Sort,  would  disfigure  their 
Children  for  the  fake  of  that  Conveniency,  their  Deformity 
being  a fufficient  Recommendation  to  introduce  them. 

Nor  was  the  Grandeur  of  Mote^uma  lefs  confpicuous  in  1 wo 
Houfes  for  his  Arms  ^ one  where  they  were  made,  and  the 
other  where  they  were  laid  up  in  Store.  In  the  firft,  the  le- 
veral  Mafters  liv’d  and  work’d,  diftributed  into  different 
Shops,  according  to  their  Employments  : In  one  Part  they 
made  the  Sticks  for  the  Arrows  5 in  another  they  worked  Flint 
Stones  for  the  Points  : And  all  Sorts  of  Arms,  offenfive  and 
defenlive,  had  Workmen,  and  diftinft  Shops,  with  Overfeers, 
who  kept  Account,  according  to  their  Manner,  ol  the  Quan- 
tity and  Price  of  the  Arms.  The  other  Houfe,  which  made 
a better  Appearance,  ferv’d  for  a Magazine  to  hold  the  Arms 
that  were  finifh  d } every  Kind  apart:  And  horn  thence  they 
were  oiven  out  to  the  Armies,  and  Frontier  Towns,  as  Occa- 
fion  requir’d.  In  the  higheft  Part  they  plac'd  the  Arms  be- 
longing to  the  King,  which  were  hung  round  the  Walls  in  ex- 
cellent Order ; On  one  Side  the  Bows,  Arrows,  and  Quivers, 
with  various  embofs‘d  Work  of  Gold  and  precious  Stones . 
On  another,  Two-Handed  Swords,  and  others  of  extraor- 
dinary Wood,  with  flint  Edges,  and  mod  curious  and 
coftly  Handles.  In  another  Place  the  Darts,  and  milfive 
Weapons  were  fo  well  rang’d  and  fo  neatly  kept,  not  excepting 
even  the  Slings,  that  the  Exadlnefs  of  their  Difpofition  was  admi- 
rable. There  were  Head-Pieces  and  Bread-Pieces, plated  overwith 
curious  Leaf-Work  of  Gold  j great  Number  of  Quilted  Jackets 
whichwere  Arrow  proof  5 beautiful  Inventions  ofShields  orBuck- 
lers  made  of  impenetrable  Skins,  which  cover  d the  whole  bo- 
dy, and  which  they  carry  d rolld  up  upon  their  Left  Shoul- 
ders ’till  they  were  ready  to  engage.  The  Spaniards  greatly 
wonder'd  to  behold  fuch  a prodigious  Quantity  of  Arms,  which 
appear’d  to  be  the  Furniture  not  only  of  a Prince  but  of  a 
Martial  Prince,  and  made  an  honourable  Difcovery  as  well  of 

his  Opulency  as  of  his  Genius. 

To  all  thefe  Houfes  he  had  fpacious  Gardens,  molt  nicely 
cultivated.  He  was  no  Admirer  of  Fruit-Trees  nor  Kitchin 
Plants  in  his  Gardens  of  Pleafure  : For  he  ufed  to  fay,  That 
fuch  kind  of  Gardens  were  for  the  inferior  Rank  of  People  ; 
it  being  his  Opinion,  That  Princes  fihould  have  Regard  to  their 
Pleafure  without  any  Mixture  of  Profit.  There  was  nothing 
to  be  feen  but  Flowers  of  delightful  Variety  an^  Fragrancy, 
with  Medicinal  Herbs,  fet  in  Squares,  and  Summer-Houles 

where  he  ufed  to  fup.  He  took  a particular  Care  to  tranJplant 
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into  his  Gardens  all  the  choice  Simples  that  benign  Climate 
produc’d,  where  the  only  Study  of  the  Phyficians  was  to  attain 
to  the  Knowledge  of  their  Names  and  Properties.  They 
had  Herbs  for  all  Kinds  of  Pains  and  Infirmities  $ and  in  the 
Juices  and  Application  of  thofe  Herbs  confifted  all  their  Re- 
medies, and  with  which  they  effected  furprizing  Cures,  having 
by  long  Experience  found  out  their  Virtues,  which,  without 
diftinguifhing  the  Caufe  of  the  Diftemper,  they  apply’d  to  the 
Patient’s  great  Benefit  and  Recovery. 

The  King  freely  diftributed  to  all  who  had  Occafion  for 
them  fuch  of  his  Simples  as  were  prefcrib’d  by  the  Phyficians, 
or  defir’d  by  the  Sick  5 and  was  wont  to  inquire  if  the  Pa- 
tient had  receiv'd  any  Benefit  therefrom,  either  gratifying  a 
fort  of  Vanity  he  had  in  the  fuccefsful  Operation  of  his  Me- 
decines,  or  believing  that  he  fulfill’d  the  Obligation  of  a So- 
vereign, in  taking  fuch  Care  of  the  Health  of  his  Vaflals. 

In  all  thefe  Gardens  and  Pleafure-Houfes,  he  had  many 
Fountains  of  fweet  and  wholefome  Water,  convey’d  from  the 
neighbouring  Mountains  by  different  Canals  as  far  as  the  Cau- 
feys,  whence  in  cover’d  Pipes  it  was  introduc’d  into  the  City, 
for  the  Ufe  whereof  there  were  fome  publick  Fountains  5 and 
he  permitted  fome  of  the  meaner  Sort  of  the  People,  tho’  not 
without  paying  a confiderable  Tribute,  to  fell  about  the 
Streets  what  Water  they  brought  from  other  Springs.  The 
Conveniency  of  Fountains  was  very  much  increas’d  in  the 
Time  of  Mote^uma  5 for  the  great  Conduit,  which  conveys  a 
Current  of  frefh  Water  to  Mexico  from  the  Mountain,  of  Chapul- 
tef>ec,  about  a League  diftant  from  the  City,  was  a Work  of 
his  5 and  by  his  Order  and  Contrivance  a vaft  Ciftern  of  Stone 
was  made  for  a Refervatory  5 raifihg  the  fame  to  fuch  a Height 
as  the  Declivicy  for  the  Current  requir’d  : After  this  he  gave 
Orders  for  a very  thick  Wall,  with  two  open  Canals  made 
ol  Stone  and  Lime,  of  which  one  was  always  in  Ufe,  when- 
ever the  other  requir’d  cleaning  : A Building  extremely  ufe- 
ful  5 and  Moteziima  valued  himfelf  fo  much  upon  the  Inven- 
tion, that  he  order’d  his  own  Effigies  and  that  of  his  Father, 
which  bore  a pretty  near  Refemblance  to  his,  to  be  engrav’4 
on  Two  Stones,  with  an  Ambition  to  perpetuate  his  Memory 
by  fo  fignal  a Benefaction  done  to  the  City. 

Amongft  all  the  Works  of  Motezuma , what  furpriz’d  the 
Spaniards  mod,  was  that  call’d  the  Houfe  of  Sorrow , to  which  he 
was  wont  to  retire  on  the  Death  of  his  Relations,  or  in  Cafe 
of  any  Calamity,  or  ill  Succefs,  which  requir’d  publick  De- 
monftration  of  Grief.  The  Building  infpir’d  a kind  of  Horror  5 
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the  Walls,  Roofs,  and  Ornaments  were  all  black,  and  had 
certain  Slits  in  the  Wall,  or  little  Windows,  which  farce  gave 
any  Light,  or  at  leaft  no  more  than  was  fufficient  to  difcover 
the  Obfcurity.  In  this  difmal  Habitation  he  us’d  to  continue 
till  the  Time  of  Mourning  was  over,  and  often  here  the  Devil 
appear’d  to  him  3 whether  it  be  that  the  Prince  of  Darknefs  took 
Delight  in  this  Abode  ofHorror,  or  for  the  Sympathy  there  is  be- 
tween that  malignant  Spirit  and  a melancholy  Humour. 

Without  the  City  he  had  divers  Country  Retirements  and 
Houfes  of  Pleafure,  with  many  and  large  Fountains,  which 
fupplied  the  Bagnios  and  Fifh-ponds  with  Water,  and  near 
them  feveral  Woods  for  different  Kinds  of  Game : A Diver- 
Eon  he  frequently  us’d,  and  underftood  well,  being  very  dex- 
trous at  his  Bow  and  Arrow  3 and  indeed  Hunting  was  what 
principally  delighted  him,  for  he  was  accuftomed  to  go  with 
his  Nobles  to  a very  fpacious  and  pleafant  Park,  fenc’d  round 
with  a Canal  of  Water,  where  they  brought  and  inclos’d  the 
Game  of  the  neighbouring  Mountains  3 among  which  gene- 
rally came  fome  Lions  and  Tygers.  He  had  a great  Num  er 
of  Men  in  Mexico  and  the  Villages  round  about,  whofe  B11I1- 
nefs  it  was  to  go  before,  and  by  forming  a great  Ring  an 
contracting  it  by  Degrees,  to  drive  the  Game  into  the  ap- 
pointed Place,  not  much  unlike  the  Manner  of  our  Huntfmcn. 
Thefe  Mexican  Indians  were  extremely  bold  and  aCtive  in 
purfuing  and  overcoming  the  fierceft  Animals,  and  Mote%uma 
took  great  Delight  in  beholding  the  Combats  of  his  Hunt 
men  with  thofe  Creatures,  and  fometimes  he  would  let  Hy  an 
Arrow,  which  was  always  applauded  as  a very  great  Action. 
But  he  never  quitted  his  Chair  unlefs  he  was  upon  fome  com- 
modious Eminence,  with  good  Store  of  Darts  and  Arrows  by 
him  for  the  Security  of  his  Perfon  3 not  that  he  wanted  per- 
fonal  Courage,  or  was  any  Thing  inferior  in  Strength  or  Dex- 
terity to  the  beft  of  his  Subjects  3 but  becaufc  he  look  d upon 
thofe  voluntary  Elazards  as  unbecoming  his  Majefty,  belie- 
ving, and  not  without  a true  Senfe  of  his  own  Dignity,  that 
no  Dangers  but  thofe  of  War  were  worthy  of  a K'ntr 
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CHAP.  XV. 

An  Account  of  the  Pomp , Ceremony  and  Exattnefs 
with  which  Motezuma  was  fervd  in  his  Pa- 
lace : Of  the  EApences  of  his  Table , of  his  Au- 
diences and  other  Particulars  relating  to  his  Oeco- 
nomy , and  Diverfions. 

GR  EE  ABLE  to  the  Statelinefs,  Pride  and  Magni- 
ficence of  the  Buildings,  was  the  Oeconomy  or  his 
Houfe,  and  the  Apparel,  wherewith  he  us’d  to  adorn 
his  Perfon,  for  the  better  maintaining  the  Reverence 
and  Dread  of  his  Vaflals  5 to  which  he  invented  new  and 
exceflive  Ceremonies  ; laying  afide,  as  a Fault,  the  great  Hu- 
manity and  Indulgence  with  which  the  Mexican  Kings  were 
wont  to  treat  their  Subjects.  He  augmented,  as  we  have  faid 
in  the  Beginning  of  his  Reign,  the  Number,  Quality  and 
Splendor  of  the  Royal  Family  5 compofing  it  wholly  of  the 
Nobility,  of  greater  or  leffer  Diftindlion,  according  to  their 
feveral  Employments  : A Point  which  was  at  firft  much  op- 
pofed  by  his  Council,  who  reprefented  to  him,  That  it  was  by 
no  means  proper  to  diflatisfy  the  Common  People  by  intirely 
excluding  them  from  his  Service  5 notwithftanding  which,  he 
executed  what  his  Vanity  fuggefted  : And  it  was  one  of  his 
Maxims,  That  Princes  ought  to  favour  at  a Diftance  thofe  who 
either  had  no  Senfe  of  a Benefit,  or  wanted  the  Power  to  return 
it ; and  that  Plebeian  Minds  were  not  fit  to  enter  into  the  Con- 
fidence of  a Soveraign. 

He  had  Two  Sorts  of  Guards,  the  One  of  Soldiers,  fo  nu- 
merous that  they  fill’d  the  Courts  of  the  Palace,  and  were 
ported  in  Bodies  at  the  principal  Gates : The  other  of  Noble- 
men, introduc’d  alfo  in  his  Time,  confifting  of  Two  Hundred 
Men,  of  diftinguifh’d  Quality,  who  were  oblig’d  to  be  every 
Day  at  the  Palace,  both  to  guard  his  Royal  Perfon,  and  to 
make  up  the  Number  of  his  Courtiers.  This  Attendance  of 
the  Nobility  was  divided  into  Tours , and  every  Divifion  had 
their  fet  Days  for  entring  upon  Duty  and  the  Difpofition 
was  fuch,  that  it  comprehended  not  only  the  Nobility  of  the 
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City,  but  of  the  whole  Kingdom  : Arid  when  it  was  their 
Turns,  they  came  to  Court  to  difcharge  this  Obligation  from 
the  moll  remote  Parts  of  the  Realm.  Their  Attendance  was 
in  the  Anti-chambers,  and  they  eat  what  was  left  at  the  King's 
Table.  He  us’d  to  permit  fome  of  them  to  enter  into  his 
Chamber,  commanding  them  to  be  call'd,  not  fo  much  for  a- 
ny  particular  Mark  of  his  Favour  to  them  as  to  be  fatisfy’d  it 
they  attended,  and  to  keep  them  all  on  their  Duty.  He  valu’d 
himfelf  upon  having  introduc’d  that  kind  ot  Guard,  and 
feem’d  to  have  done  it  with  Views  of  no  ordinary  Policy  : For 
he  us’d  to  tell  his  Minifters,  that  it  ferv’d  to  exercife  the  Obe- 
dience of  the  Nobility,  and  to  keep  them  in  a greater  Depen- 
dency 3 befides,  it  gave  him  an  Opportunity  ot  knowing  his 
Subjects,  and  employing  them  according  to  their  feveral 
Capacities. 

The  Mexican  Emperors  marry’d  with  Daughters  of  other 
Kings  their  Tributaries  : And  Mote^tmia  had  Two  Wives  of 
this  Quality,  who  bore  the  Title  of  Queens,  lodg’d  in  feparate 
Apartments  with  equal  Splendor  and  Magnificence.  The 
Number  of  his  Concubines  was  exorbitant  and  fcand  ilous  5 
for  we  find  it  written  that  there  were  more  than  Three  Thoii- 
fand  Women  in  the  Palace,  including  the  Servants  5 and  every 
Female  of  more  than  ordinary  Beauty,  that  was  to  be  met  with 
throughout  his  whole  Dominions,  was  brought  thither,  in  order 
to  gratify  his  luftful  Appetite  3 for  his  Minifters  and  Tax-ga- 
therers forc’d  them  from  their  Friends  by  Way  of  Tribute,  and 
VafTalage,  treating  the  Debauchery  of  their  Prince  as  a Point  of 
Importance  to  the  State. 

Thefe  Women  he,  without  any  Difficulty,  got  rid  of,  and 
provided  for  them  in  fuch  Manner  that  others  might  fupply  his 
Place.  They  found  Husbands  among  thofe  of  the  beft  Quality  5 
for  they  left  the  Court  very  rich,  and,  in  the  common  Opinion, 
highly  honour’d:  So  far  was  Chaftity  and  Decency  from  be- 
ing counted  Virtues  in  a Religion  which  did  not  only  per- 
mit, but  even  command  the  utmoft  Violence  to  natural 
Reafon.  He  affected  very  much  to  have  his  Concubines  lead 
a retir’d  Life,  and  keep  a ftritt  Decorum  in  his  Houfe  ; and 
for  that  Purpofe  he  had  ancient  Matrons,  who  narrowly  ob- 
ferv’d  the  Behaviour  of  his  Miftrefles,  without  permitting  the 
leaft  Indecency  to  be  atted  amongft  them  5 not  that  he  fet  any 
Value  upon  Modefty,  but  becaufe  Jealoufy  was  his  predominant 
Paffion.  And  this  Care  with  which  he  endeavour’d  to  main- 
tain a ftriift  Decorum  in  his  Family,  (in  it  felf  fo  reafonable  and 
praife  worthy)  was  in  him  a Weaknefs  without  any  Mixture 
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of  true  Honour  or  Generofity,  but  purely  the  Effect  of  his 
other  darling  Paffion. 

His  Audiences  were  neither  eafily  obtain’d,  nor  very  fre- 
quent, but  they  lafted  long  ; and  upon  thefe  Occafions  heap.- 
pear’d  with  great  Splendor  and  Solemnity.  The  Great  Men 
who  had  Admiffion  into  the  Royal  Apartment,  affified  at  them, 
with  Six  or  Seven  Counfellors  of  State  to  advife  him  in  Cafe 
any  Point  of  Difficulty  was  flarted.  And  there  were  feveral 
Secretaries,  who  marked  in  Chara&ers,  which  ferv’d  them 
inftead  of  Letters,  the  Refolutions  and  Decrees,  every  one  ac- 
cording to  his  refpedtive  Employment.  The  Perfon  who  ob- 
tain’d Audience  enter’d  barefoot,  and  made  three  Reverences, 
without  lifting  his  Eyes  from  the  Ground  : Saying  at  the  firft. 
Lord  ! at  the  fecond,  My  Lord  ! and  at  the  third,  Great 
Lord  ! He  fpoke  in  the  moll  humble  and  fubmiffive  Terms, 
and  retir’d  in  the  fame  Manner  he  advanc’d  5 repeating  his  Re- 
verences, never  turning  his  Back,  and  keeping  his  Eyes  fix’d 
on  the  Ground  5 for  there  were  certain  Officers  by  who  fevere- 
ly  punifh’d  the  leaft  Omiffion,  and  Mote^uma  was  extremely 
rigorous  in  exa&ing  thofe  Ceremonies  : A Care  by  no  means 
blameable  in  Princes,  for  therein  confifts  one  of  thofe  Prero- 
gatives which  diftinguifh  them  from  other  Men  5 and  the  Deli- 
cacies of  Royalty  infufe  into  the  Subject  an  awful  Dread,  very 
effential  in  its  Effe&s.  He  liften’d  with  Attention,  and  an- 
fwered  with  Severity,  feeming  to  proportion  his  Voice  to  his 
Look.  If  any  one  was  at  a Lofs  in  his  Delivery,  he  endea- 
vour’d to  recover  him,  or  order’d  one  of  his  Minilfers  to  affirt: 
him,  that  he  might  fpeak  with  more  Affurance.  And  to  fuch 
a Man  he  would  give  a more  favourable  Difpatch,  as  finding 
in  that  refpe&ful  Fear,  a Sort  of  an  agreeable  Difcretion  which 
flatter’d  his  Vanity.  He  valued  himlelf  much  for  the  Gentle- 
nefs  and  Humanity  with  which  he  fuffer’d  the  Impertinencies  of 
Petitioners,  and  the  unaccountable  Difference  of  their  feveral 
Pretenfions:  The  Truth  is,  upon  thefe  Occafions,  he  endea- 
vour’d to  correct  the  Impetuofity  of  his  Temper  ; but  it  was 
not  always  that  he  could  gain  that  Point : For  the  Violence  he 
us’d  would  often  give  Way  to  his  natural  Bent,  and  indeed 
Pride  under  a Reftraint  but  ill  refembles  Goodnefs. 

He  eat  alone,  and  very  often  in  publick  5 but  always  with 
equal  State  and  Solemnity.  His  Table  was  ordinarily  cover’d 
with  above  Two  Hundred  Difhes,  of  different  Meats  adapted  to 
his  Palate,  and  feme  of  thofe  fo  favoury  and  exquifitely  well 
feafon’d,  thaE  they  not  only  pleas’d  the  Spaniards  then,  but  have 
frnce  been  imitated  in  Spain  5 for  there  is  no  Nation  fo  bar- 
barous. 
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barous,  but  that  it  can,  boaft  of  fome  Ingenuity,  and  has  fome 
Invention  or  other  to  gratify  an  inordinate  Appetite. 

Before  he  fate  down  to  Meat,  he  look’d  over  all  the  Diflies, 
to  examine  the  different  Dainties  they  contain’d,  and  having 
fatisfy'd  the  Gluttony  of  his  Eyes,  he  made  Choice  of  thole 
which  pleas’d  him  mold,  and  order  d the  reft  to  be  divided  a- 
mongft  the  Nobles  of  his  Guard.  And  this  daily  Profufion, 
was  but  a fmall  Part  of  the  ordinary  Expence  of  his  Kitchen, 
for  he  kept  Tables  for  all  who  liv’d  in  his  Palace,  and  for  as 
many  others  as  were  oblig’d  to  refort  thither,  by  Virtue  of  their 
Employments.  His  Table  was  large,  but  low,  and  he  fate  on 
a little  Stool  proportionable  to  the  Table.  The  Cloths  were 
of  fine  white  Cotton,  and  the  Napkins  of  the  fame,  nothing 
near  fo  broad  as  long.  The  Room  where  he  eat  was  divided 
in  the  Middle  by  a Rail,  which,  without  obftruding  the  Sight, 
kept  the  Crowd  and  his  Domefticks  at  Diftance. 

Within  the  Rails,  and  near  the  Table  waited  Three  or  Four 
ancient  Servants,  of  thofe  he  raoft  favour’d  : And  near  the 
Rails,  one  of  his  principal  Officers  receiv’d  the  Difhes,  which 
were  brought  by  about  Twenty  Women  magnificientiy  ap- 
parrel’d,  who  ferv’d  his  Meat  and  gave  him  the  Cup,  with  the 
lame  Reverence  us’d  to  their  Idols  in  the  Temples.  The 
Difhes  were  of  exceeding  fine  Earthen  Ware,  and  were  only 
us’d  once,  as  were  likewife  the  Table-Cloths,  and  Napkins, 
which  were  immediately  divided  amongft  the  Servants.  He 
had  Cups  of  Gold,  and  Salvers  of  the  lame  5 and  fometimes 
he  drank  out  of  Cocoas,  and  natural  Shells,  very  richly  fet  with 
Jewels- 

They  had  continually  ready  at  Hand  different  Sorts  of  Li- 
quors, which  he  call’d  for  as  he  fancy’d  j fome  were  finely 
perfum’d  with  the  richeft  Odours,  others  mix’d  with  thejuices 
of  falutiferous  Herbs,  nor  did  he  ever  want  Confedions  of  a 
lefs  honeft  Quality,  I mean  Provocatives  to  Venery.  He 
made  Ufe  of  thofe  Wines,  or  rather  more  properly  fpeaking 
Beer,  a Liquor  which  the  Indians  make  by  infufing  Mai^  in 
boiling  Water,  and  which  difturbs  the  Brain  as  much  as  the 
ftrongefl  bodied  Wines : Thefe  he  drank  with  Moderation. 
When  he  had  done  eating,  he  ufually  took  a Kind  of  Choco- 
late, made  after  the  Manner  of  the  Country,  that  is  the  Sub- 
ftance  of  the  Nut  beat  up  with  the  Mill  ’till  the  Cup  was  fill’d 
more  with  Froth  than  with  Liquorj  after  which  he  us’d  to 
fmoak  Tobacco  perfum’d  with  liquid  Amber.  And  this  vi- 
cious Habit  pafs’d  for  a Medecine  with  the  Indians,  which  withal 
had  fomewhat  in  it  of  Superftition  , fox  the  Juice  of  this  Herb 
3 was 
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was  one  of  the  Ingredients  with  which  the  Priefts  were  work’d 
up  into  Madnefs  and  Fury,  as  often  as  they  were  oblig’d  to  pre- 
pare themfelves,  by  lofing  their  Underftanding,  to  receive  the 
Devil's  Oracles. 

He  had  generaly  attending  at  his  Table,  Three  or  Four  fe- 
leCt  Buffoons,  who  among  that  Sort  of  Vermin,  were  moft  re- 
markable for  their  Pranks  j and  thefe  endeavour’d  to  divert 
him  in  a Manner  agreeable  to  Perfons  of  their  Character,  who 
centre  their  whole  Felicity  in  having  the  Faculty  to  make  others 
laugh  j but  too  often  cover  their  Want  of  RefpeCt  to  their 
Company  under  Pretence  of  entertaining  them.  Mote^uma  us'd 
to  fay,  That  he  fuffer’d  them  near  his  Perfon  only  becaufe  they 
fometimes  told  him  Truth  : But  he  who  feeks  Truth  among 
them  difcovers  but  little  Relifh  of  it,  except  he  confounds  it 
with  Flattery.  However  this  was  a Sentence  taken  Notice  of 
among  the  reft  of  his  good  Sayings : And  it  is  fo  far  remarka- 
ble, that  even  a barbarous  Prince  was  fenfible  of  his  Fault  in 
admitting  them,  fince  he  endeavour’d  at  a Reafon  to  juftify 
his  fo  doing. 

After  fome  little  Repofe  his  Muficians  were  wont  to  come  in  to 
divert  him  5 and  with  a Sort  of  Flutes  andSea-Shells,  notwithftand- 
ing  the  Difference  of  their  Sounds,  they  form’d  a Kind  of  Con- 
cert. They  fung  feveral  Compofitions,  in  various  Sorts  of  Metre, 
which  tho’  unequal  in  theirMeafures,had  fomewhat  like  Cadence, 
varying  the  Tones,  not  without  fome  Method,  into  a Mufick 
adapted  to  their  Ear.  The  ordinary  Themes  of  the  Songs 
were  the  Exploits  of  their  Anceftors,  and  the  memorable 
Actions  of  their  Kings  5 and  thefe  were  fung  in  their  Temples, 
and  the  Children  learn’d  them  by  Heart,  to  preferve  the 
Achievements  of  the  Nation  from  Oblivion,  thefe  Songs 
fervingas  a Hiftory  to  thofe  who  did  not  underftand  the  Pictures 
and  Hieroglyphicks  of  their  Annals.  They  had  likewife  their 
merry  Songs  us'd  in  Dances,  and  accompanied  with  a ftrange 
confus’d  Sort  of  Mufick.  They  were  fo  much  addicted  to  this 
Kind  of  Diverfion,  and  other  Spectacles  and  Entertainments 
in  which  they  fucceeded  very  well,  that  they  had  almoft  every 
Night  publick  Feftivals  in  fome  Quarter  or  other  of  the  City, 
as  well  of  the  Nobility,  as  of  the  Common  People  5 and  now 
they  were  more  frequent,  and  celebrated  with  greater  Solemnity, 
to  complement  the  Spaniards  5 Mote^uwa  himfelf  not  only  en- 
couraging, but  even  alfifting  at  them  in  Perfon,  contrary  to  his 
accuftom'd  Aufterity  5 as  being  ambitious,  that  thefe  idle  Di- 
verfions  fliould,  among  the  reft  of  his  Oftentation,  contribute 
to  difplay  his  Grandeur,  and  the  Magnificence  of  his  Court. 

The 
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The  molt  remarkable  of  their  Sports  was  a Dance  they  call'd 
Mitotes , compos’d  of  a prodigious  Multitude  of  People,  fome  of 
whom  were  mofl:  gorgeoufly  attir’d, and  others  difguis’d  under  very 
extraordinary  Figures.  In  this  Dance  the  Nobles  enter’d  without 
any  Diftindtion,  mingling  with  the  meaner  Sort,  to  honour  thar 
Feftival  5 nor  were  Examples  wanting  of  their  King’s  having 
done  the  like.  Their  Mufick  coniifted  of  Two  little  Drums, 
made  of  a hollow  Piece  of  Wood,  different  in  Bignefs  and 
Sound  $ Bafe  and  Treble,  and  not  without  fome  Kind  of  Har- 
mony. They  enter’d  Two  and  Two,  and  after  certain  Move- 
ments and  Figures  they  form'd  a Ring,  all  beating  the  Earth 
at  once  with  their  Feet,  and  keeping  Time  with  their  Hands, 
without  ever  being  out  j and  when  one  Chorus  was  tir’d,  ano- 
ther fucceeded,  with  different  Steps  and  Motions,  like  the  Trtpu- 
dia  and  Chorus  celebrated  by  Antiquity  5 and  in  Conclufion  they 
mingled  altogether  With  confus’d  Shouts  of  Joy,  until  by  drink- 
ing to  each  others  Healths,  they  were  intoxicated  with  their 
heady  Liquor,  in  which  they  indulg’d  themfelves  5 for  they 
thought  it  an  Honour  to  drink  plentifully  upon  that  Occafion, 
and  then  the  Feaft  either  was  at  an  End,  or  converted  to  fome 
other  more  extravagant  Folly. 

At  other  Times  the  People  affembled  in  the  principal 
Squares,  or  in  the  Porches  of  their  Temples,  for  the  Diverflon 
of  feveral  Shews  and  Games.  There  were  Challenges  to  flioot 
at  a Mark,  or  to  give  other  Proofs  of  their  furprizing  Dexterity 
in  managing  the  Bow  and  Arrow.  They  us’d  running  at  Races, 
and  Wreflling  for  Wagers,  and  publick  Rewards  were  likewife: 
given  to  the  Conqueror.  Some  of  them  were  extremely  adtive, 
and  would  dance  on  the  Rope  without  a Pole  , and  others  again 
who  would  dance  after  a mofl:  amazing  Manner,  with  another 
of  thefe  Rope-dancers  upon  their  Shoulders.  They  play’d 
likewife  at  Ball,  divided  into  equal  Numbers  againft  each  o- 
ther,  with  a Kind  of  Bandy,  which  rais'd  very  high  the  Ball, 
which  now  and  then  was  a long  while  in  the  Air  to  and  fro, 
’till  fome  one  of  the  Parties  ftruck  it  to  the  Mark  and  thereby 
carry’d  the  Prize,  which  was  difputed  with  fo  much  Solemnity, 
that  the  Priefts,  with  a ridiculous  Superftition,  produc’d  the  God 
of  the  Ball,  and  placing  him  in  Sight,  conjur'd  the  Puppet, 
with  certain  Ceremonies  to  corredt  the  Hazards  of  the  Play  ac- 
cording to  their  fond  Imagination,  and  to  render  Fortune  im- 
partial to  both  Sides.  There  were  very  few  Days  in  which 
they  had  not  fome  Sort  or  other  of  thefe  Diverfions  in  the  City,- 
and  Mote^uma  was  pleas’d  with  amufing  the  People  in  this  Man- 
ner ; not  that  he  was  fo  very  fond  of  thefe  Paftimes  himfelf,  or 
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that  he  was  ignorant  of  the  Inconveniences,  which  ought  to 
be  forgiven  or  overlook’d  in  a diforderly  Multitude  $ buc  he 
judg’d  it  neceflary  to  divert  thofe  turbulent,  unquiet  Spirits 
whofe  Fidelity  he  fufpedted.  A miferable  Capitulation  for  a 
Tyrant  to  make  with  his  Subjedts,  to  indulge  them  in  thofe 
Incitements  to  Vice  that  they  may  not  refledt  on  their  Mifery. 
But  a much  greater  Slave,  is  that  Tyrant,  who  has  Recourfe  to 
fuch  Diforders  that  he  may  introduce  Slavery  under  the 

Mask  of  Liberty. 

/ 
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CHAP.  XVI. 

An  Account  o/Motezuma’j1  immenfe  Riches  ; the 
Manner  oj  his  managing  the  Royal  Revenues , and 
of  his  adminiftring  Juft  ice  ; with  other  Particu- 
lars of  the  Mexican  Government 7 both  Civil  and 
Military. 

O great  was  the  Wealth  of  Mote^uma , that  he  was 
not  only  able  to  fupport  the  ordinary  Expences  and 
Diverfions  of  his  Court,  but  befides  maintain’d  con- 
ftantly  Two  or  Three  Armies  in  the  Field,  either  to 
fubdue  his  rebellious  Subjedfs,  or  cover  his  Frontiers ; over  and 
above  all  which,  there  remain’d  a fufficient  Fund  for  a mod; 
plentiful  Referve.  Exceeding  great  Profit  did  the  Crown  re- 
ceive from  the  Mines  of  Gold  and  Silver,  the  Salt-Works,  and 
other  Rights  eftablifh’d  from  Time  immemorial  : But  the 
largeft  Fund  of  the  Royal  Revenue,  was  from  the  Contributions 
of  the  Subjedt,  which  were  moft  exorbitantly  increas’d  in  the 
Reign  of  Mote^tum.  All  the  Husbandmen  of  this  vaft  and 
populous  Empire  gave  to  the  King  one  Third  of  the  Produce 
of  theirLand  and  Stocks  : TheTradefmen  one  Third  of  their 
Manufactures,  and  the  poor  People  were  oblig’d  to  work  for 
the  Court  without  Wages,  or  to  acknowledge  their  Vaffalage 
by  fome  other  perfonal  Service. 

Several  Officers  took  their  Circuits  round  the  Kingdom, 
who,  being  alfifted  by  the  ordinary  Magiftrates,  receiv’d  and 
remitted  the  Tributes.  Thefe  Officers  depended  on  the  Tri- 
bunal of  the  Royal  Revenue  refiding  in  the  Court,  and  were 
oblig’d  to  give  an  exadt  Account  of  the  minuteft  Matter  which 
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their  Diftritts  produc’d  ; and  the  leafl  Fraud lot  Negkci  ",as 
punifhed  with  lofs  of  Life  ; from  whence  enfu  d I abundance  of 
Rigour  in  exa&ing  the  Dues  of  the  Crown  j for  Favour  01 
Companion  in  a Collector  was  deem'd  a Crime  of  as  heinous 
a Nature  as  Theft  itfelf. 

Great  were  the  Clamours  of  the  People,  nor  was  Motc^ond 
ignorant  of  their  Difcontent  5 but  the  Oppreffion  of  lus  Vailals 
was  one  of  the  chief  Maxims  of  his  Government.  And  he 
would  frequently  fay,  That  he  was  no  Stranger  to  their  evil 
Difpofition,  and  was  oblig'd  to  load  them  for  lus  own  QjJiet  j 
and  that  he  fhould  not  be  able  to  govern  them,  if  he  I utter  d 
them  to  grow  rich  5 being  flill  very  ready  at  inventing  Fhctcn 
ces  and  Colours  which  carry’d  a Shew  of  Reafon.  All  the  I owns 
near  the  City  furnifh’d  Men  for  the  Kings  Works,  provided 
Fuel  for  the  Royal  Palace,  or  contributed  otherways  at  the  Ex- 
pence  of  their  Communities.  The  Tribute  of  the  No  1 ity 
was  to  guard  the  Emperor’s  Perfon  or  ferve  in  his  Armies 
with  a certain  number  of  their  Vaflalsj  befides  which,  they 
were  continually  making  him  Prefents,  which,  tho  he  receiv  d 
them  as  Gifts,  it  was  ftill  without  quitting  his  Pretences  to  them 
as  Dues.  He  had  different  Treafurers,  according  to  the  feve- 
ral  Kinds  of  Contributions:  And  the  Tribunal  of  the  Crown 
Revenue,  iffued  out  all  that  was  neceflary  for  the  Expence  o 
the  Royal  Houfes,  and  Provifions  of  War,  and  took  Care  to 
make  the  beft  Advantage  of  the  Overplus,  by  reducing  it  into 
fomething  that  would  not  decay,  in  order  to  preferve  it  in  t ic 
principal  Treafury,  and  particularly  into  Ingots  of  Gold,  who 
Value  they  well  underftood  and  efteem  d,  without  futfering  the 
Plenty  of  it  to  make  it  lefs  valuable : On  the  contrary,  t ic 
Great  Men  fought  after  it,  and  hoarded  it,  either  for  the  Exce  - 
lency  and  Beauty  of  the  Metal,  or  becaufe  it  was  defign  d by 
Deftiny  rather  to  fatisfy  the  covetous  Defires,  than  relieve  t c 
Neceffities  of  Mankind.  The  Mexican  Government  diicover  d 
a remarkable  Harmony  between  the  Parts  that  compos  d it. 
Befides  the  Council  of  the  Revenue,  which  took  Care,  as  wc 
have  faid,  of  the  Royal  Patrimony,  they  had  a Council  o Ju- 
ft ice  which  receiv’d  Appeals  from  inferior  Tribunals  5 a oun" 
oil  of  War  for  the  forming  of  Armies  and  Military  Provi  10ns, 
and  a Council  of  State,  which  was  generally  held  in  the  re- 
fence of  the  King,  and  treated  Matters  of  the  greateft  Impor- 
tance. They  likewife  had  a fufficient  Number  of  Judgf6  ° 
Commerce,  and  other  different  Officers-,  as  PrO vofts  o tie 
King’s  Court,  who  went  their  Rounds  about  the  City  >.0  ta 
up  Delinquents.  Thefe  Officers,  as  did  likewife  the  Alguaztle^ 
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or  Lieutenants,  carry ’d  a Staff  in  their  Hands  as  a Mark  of 
Diftindtion,  that  their  Office  might  be  known.  They  held 
their  Tribunal  in  a certain  Part  of  the  Town,  where  they  heard 
the  Parties,  and  immediately  determin’d  the  Caufe.  Their 
Judgments  were  fummary  and  verbal  • both  Sides  appear’d  with 
their  Claims  and  Witneffes,  and  the  Caufe  was  prefently  de- 
cided, except  it  happen’d  to  be  a Cafe  of  Appeal  to  a fuperior 
Tribunal.  They  had  no  Written  Laws,  but  were  govern’d 
according  to  the  Inftitutions  of  their  Anceftorsj  Cuftom  upon 
all  Occafions  fupplying  the  want  of  Laws,  where  the  Pleasure 
of  the  Prince  did  not  interpofe  to  make  Innovations.  All  thefe 
Councils  were  compos’d  of  Men  experienced  both  in  War  and 
Peace ; and  the  Council  of  State,  which  was  fuperior  to  all  the 
reft,  was  form  d of  the  Electors  of  the  Empire,  which  was  a 
Dignity  conferr’d  upon  the  ancient  Princes  of  the  Royal  Blood  : 
And  when  Matters  of  great  Confequence  were  difcufs’d,  they 
fummon  d to  the  Council  tfe  Kings  of  Te^cuco  and  Tacuba , who 
were  principal  Electors,  and  had  this  Prerogative  by  Succeffion. 
The  Four  chief  Counfellors  always  refided  in  the  Palace,  and 
attended  near  the  King’s  Perfon,  to  declare  their  Opinions  when 
occafion  offer  d,  which  Mote^uma  did,  to  give  his  Decrees  the 
greater  Authority  among  the  People. 

Rewards  and  Punifhrperits  were  difpens’d  with  equal  Care. 
Murther,  Theft,  Adultery,  or  any  light  Difrefpedt  towards  the 
King,  or  their  Religion,  were  Capital  Crimes,.  All  other  Mif- 
demeanours  were  eafily  pardon’d  ; for  their  very  Religion  itfelf 
difarm  d Juftice  by  tolerating  Vice.  Corruption  in  the  Mini- 
fters  was  alfo  punifh’d  with  J^ofs  of  Life,  and  no  Crime  was 
look  d upon  as  Venial  in  thofe  who  ferv’d  in  publick  Em- 
ployments : This  Cuftom  Mpfe^uma  obferv’d  with  the  utmoft 
Rigour,  haying  People  of  fpecial  Truft  to  examine  into  their 
Gondudt,  and  even  to  offer  them  Bribes  5 and  he  who  was 
found  deficient  in,  any  Part  of  his  Duty  was  infallibly  punifh’d 
with  Death  : A Severity  worthy  of  a lefs  barbarous  Prince,  and 
a better  moral’d  Common-wealth.  However,  it  cannot  be 
deny’d,  but  that  the  Mexicans  had  fome  Moral,  Virtues,  and 
particularly  that  they  adrrftnifter  d,  with  great  Integrity,  that 
Kind  of  Juftice  with  which  they  were  acquainted,  and  which 
was  lufficient  to  redrpfs  Injuries,  and  maintain  Society  among 
Fellow  Citizens : For,  notwithftanding  their  Abufes  and  Bea- 
ftialities,  they  preferv’d  fome  Knowledge  of  that  primitive  E- 
quity  which  Nature  beftow’d  on  Men,  when  as  yet  they,  had^ 
no  Laws,  becaufe  they,  were  ignorant  of  Crimes. 
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One  of  the  mod  laudable  Articles  of  their  Policy  was  the 
Education  of  Children,  and  the  great  Application  with  which 
they  examin’d  and  form’d  their  Inclinations.  They  had  pub- 
lick  Schools  for  the  InftruCtion  of  the  Plebeians,  and  Colleges, 
and  other  confiderable  Seminaries,  well  endow’d,  where  the 
Sons  of  the  Nobility  were  educated  from  their  very  Infancy, 
and  where  they  continu’d  till  they  were  in  a Capacity  to  make 
their  Fortunes,  or  follow  their  Inclinations.  They  had  their 
refpeCtive  Mafters  for  Infants,  Children,  and  Youths,  who  had 
the  Authority  of  the  King’s  Minifters,  and  were  reputed  as 
fuch  5 and  not  without  Reafon,  as  they  took  care  of  thofe.  Ru- 
diments and  Exercifes  which  afterward  fitted  Men  for  the  Ser- 
vice of  the  Common-wealth.  They  taught  them  to  decypher 
thofe  Characters  and  Figures  of  which  they  compos’d  their 
Writings  3 and  they  made  them  learn  by  Heart  their  hiftorical 
Songs  which  contain’d  the  Actions  of  their  Anceftors,  and  the 
Praifes  of  their  Gods.  From  hence  they  went  to  another  Clafs, 
where  they  were  taught  Modefty,  Civility,  and  even  a gentile 
Behaviour,  according  to  fome  Authors.  Thefe  fecond  Mafters, 
or  Tutors,  were  of  greater  Reputation  and  Abilities  than  the 
firft  3 for  it  lay  upon  them  to  contend  with  the  Inclinations  of 
Youth,  which  loves  not  to  be  corrected,  nor  to  have  its  Paf- 
fions  broke.  Being  arriv’d  to  fome  Degree  of  Knowledge, 
and  brought  up  in  this  Sort  of  Subjection,  they  pafs’d  on  to  the 
Third  Clafs,  where  they  employ’d  themfelves  in  more  robuft 
Exercifes : They  try’d  their  Strength  in  carrying  Weights,  and 
in  Wreftling : They  vied  with  each  other  in  Leaping  and  Run- 
ning : They  were  taught  how  to  manage  their  Arms,  ufe  the 
Two-handed  Sword,  throw  the  Dart,  and,  with  Force  and  Ex- 
aCtnefs,  to  {hoot  the  Arrow.  Then  they  made  them  fuffer 
Hunger  and  Thirft,  and  refill  the  Inclemencies  of  the  Weather, 
till  they  return’d  to  their  Father’s  Houfes  well  inftruCted  and 
inur’d  to  Hardfhips,  to  be  engag’d,  according  to  the  Informa- 
tion the  Mafters  gave  of  their  Inclinations  and  Capacities,  ei- 
ther in  the  Employments  of  Peace,  War,  or  Religion  3 Three 
Paths  which  Noblemen  have  to  chufe,  almoft  equal  in  Repu- 
tation, tho  that  of  War  has  the  Precedence,  as  it  raifes  Men 
to  a higher  Degree  of  Honour.  They  had  alfo  other  Col- 
leges of  Matrons  dedicated  to  the  Worfhip  of  their  Gods,  in 
which  they  bred  young  Women  of  Quality  5 where  they  were 
plac’d  from  their  Childhood  under  the  Direction  of  thele  Wo- 
men, and  confin’d  very  ftriCtly  , till  they  went  out  to  be  fet- 
tled in  the  World,  with  the  Approbation  of  their  Parents,  and 
Licence  of  the  Emperor  3 having  arriv’d  at  a Perfection  in  every 
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Occupation  fuitable  to  their  Sex.  The  Sons  of  Nobles,  at  part- 
ing from  thofe  Seminaries,  who  were  inclin’d  to  War,  pafs’d 
another  Trial  worthy  of  Confideration  $ for  their  Fathers  fent 
them  to  the  Armies  that  they  might  become  acquainted  with 
the  Hardfhips  of  a Campaign,  and  know  what  it  was  that  they 
undertook  before  they  enroll’d  themfelves  in  the  Service:  And 
they  us’d  to  plate  them  among  the  common  Baggage-Men, 
with  a Load  of  Provifion  on  their  Shoulders,  to  mortify  their 
Vanity,  and  to  inure  them  to  Fatigue, 

They  admitted  none  to  this  Profeffion  who  changed  Coun- 
tenance at  the  Sight  of  an  Enemy,  or  who  did  not  give  fome 
Proofs  of  his  Valour  j fo  that  thefe  Novices  did  great  Service 
in  the  Time  of  their  Probation  : For  every  one  was  delirous  to 
fighalize  himfelf  by  fome  particular  Action,  throwing  himfelf 
headlong  into  the  greateft  Dangers  j being  perfuaded,  that  in 
order  to  theit  Bciirig  rank’d  with  valiant  Men,  fome  Temerity 
was  necefTary  for  laying  the  Foundation  of  Fame. 

In  nothing  did  the  Mexicans  place  their  Felicity  fo  much,  as 
in  Military  Exploits  • for  their  Kings  regarded  the  Profeffion  of 
War  as  the  principal  Foundation  of  their  Power,  and  the  Sub- 
jects, as  a Virtue  peculiar  to  their  Nation  : By  that  (plebeians 
rofe  to  the  Degree  of  Nobles,  and  Nobles  to  the  greateft  Em- 
ployments of1  the  Empire-,  which  animated  all  to  the  Service, 
at  leaft,  all  thofe  afpir’d  to  Military  Virtue  who  were  born 
with  Ambition,  or  had  Spirit  enough  to  pufli  themfelves  above 
others.  Ev6rp  Town  had  a regulated  Militia,  with  certain  Pri- 
vileges and  IhimUnities  which  diftinguifh’d  the  Soldiers  from 
the  reft  of  the  Inhabitants.  Their  Armies  were  form’d  with 
Eafe,  for  the  Princes  of  the  Empire,  and  Caciques,  or  Gover- 
nors of  Provinces,  were  oblig'd  to  repair  to  the  Place  of  Arms 
appointed  theitt,  with  their  Quota  of  Men  : And  it  is  efteem’d 
a mighty  Inftafrce  of  the  Grandeur  of  the  Mexican  Empire,  that 
M'oteziona  had  Thirty  Vaffals,  fo  powerful,  that  each  could  bring 
into  the  Field  a Hundred  Thoufand  armed  Men.  They  com- 
manded their  refpedtive  Armies  in  Perfon,  under  the  Authority 
of  a Captain-General,  whofe  Orders  they  obey’d,  as  reprefent- 
ing  the  Perfon  of  the  Emperor,  when  he  was  not  himfelf  in 
the  Field,  which  rarely  happen’d  : For  thofe  Princes  efteem’d  it 
as  a le'flening  of  their  Authority  to  be  abfent  from  their  Ar- 
mies, and  thought  it  very  impolitick  to  truft  their  Force  in  the 
Bands  of  another. 

Their  Ma'nher  of  Engaging  was  the  fame  which  we  have 
defcrib’d  in  the  Battle  of  Tabajco  5 bnt  their  Troops  were  better 
difciplin’d,  and  the  Soldiers  more  obedient ; They  had  more 
2 Nobles 


Book  III.  o/  Mexico,  or  New  Spain  91 

Nobles  to  head  them,  and  greater  Hopes  of  Reward.  They 
quickly  difcharg’d  their  miflive  Arms  to  make  Ufe  of  their 
Swords,  and  very  often  of  their  Hands ; for  it  was  reckon'd  a 
greater  Action  to  make  a Captive,  than  to  kill  an  Enemy  3 and 
he  was  accounted  the  braveft  Man  who  brought  mod  Prifo- 
ners  to  the  Sacrifice.  The  Military  Employments  were  much 
efteem’d,  and  well  fupported  3 for  Motequtnd  rewarded  with 
great  Liberality  thofe  who  diftinguifh’d  themfelves  in  Battle, 
and  had  himfelf  fo  Martial  a Genius,  and  was  fo  zealous  for 
the  Reputation  of  his  Arms,  that  he  invented  honourable  Re- 
wards for  the  Nobles  who  ferv’d  in  the  Wars  3 inftituting  cer- 
tain Military  Orders,  with  their  peculiar  Habits  and  Marks, 
which  gave  both  Honour  and  Diftindtion.  Some  were  call’d 
Knights  of  the  Eagle,  others  of  the  Tyger,  and  a third  of  the 
Lyon , and  they  bore  the  Device  of  their  Order  either  painted 
on  their  Robe,  or  hanging  to  it.  He  founded  alfo  another  Or- 
der of  Knighthood  fupenor  to  thefe,  to  which  only  Princes 
were  admitted,  or  Nobles  defcended  from  a Royal  Line  : And 
to  add  thereto  the  greater  Honour,  he  took  the  Habit  himfelf. 
Thefe  Knights  had  Part  of  their  Hair  bound  with  a Red  Rib- 
band, and  among  the  Plumes  which  adorn’d  the  Head,  Taf- 
fels  of  the  fame  Colour,  which  hung  down  upon  the  Shoul- 
ders, more  or  lefs,  according  to  the  A&ions  of  the  Cavaliers, 
which  were  known  by  the  Number  of  Taffels  which  were  aug- 
mented with  great  Solemnity,  as  they  fignaliz’d  themfelves  by 
new  Exploits  5 fo  that  there  was  always  Room  to  increafe  this 
Dignity  by  fome  frefih  Atchievement  in  War. 

We  cannot  but  commend  in  the  Mexicans  the  generous  Ar- 
dour with  which  they  afpir’d  to  thefe  honourable  Rewards,  and 
in  Motezuma  the  Merit  of  inventing  them  : For  as  this  is  Mo- 
ney the  mod  eafily  coin’d,  fo  it  holds  the  firft  Rank  among 
the  Treafures  of  a Prince. 


CHAP. 


92  The  Hiftory  of  the  Con  clues t Book  III. 

CHAP.  XVII. 

An  Account  how  the  Mexicans  meafurd  and  com- 
puted their  Months  and  Tears.  Their  Fefiivals , 
Marriages , with  other  Rites  and  Cujioms  worthy 
of  Remark. 

H E Mexicans  had  difpos’d  and  regulated  their  Kalen- 
dar  after  a very  notable  Method.  They  adjufted  it 
by  the  Motion  of  the  Sun,  making  his  Altitude  and 
Declination  the  Meafure  of  Times  and  Seafons.  They 
allow’d  their  Year  Three  Hundred  Sixty  Five  Days,  as  we  do, 
but  they  divided  them  into  Eighteen  Months,  afligning  to  each 
Month  Twenty  Days,  which  made  Three  Hundred  and  Sixty  j 
the  other  Five,  which  were  a Kind  of  Intercalary  Days,  they 
added  at  the  End  of  the  Year,  to  make  it  anfwer  the  Courfe 
of  the  Sun.  During  thefe  Five  Days,  which  they  believe  were 
left  purpofely  by  their  Anceftors  as  vacant,  and  out  of  the  Ac- 
count, they  gave  themfelves  up  wholly  to  Idlenefs,  and  on- 
ly ffudy’d  how  to  lofe  that  Overplus  of  Time.  Tradefmen 
left  off  Work,  and  flint  up  their  Shops  $ the  Bufinefs  of  the 
Tribunals  ceas’d,  and  the  very  Sacrifices  in  their  Temples : 
They  vifited  each  other,  and  all  People  endeavour’d  to  enter- 
tain themfelves  with  Variety  of  Diverfions,  fignifying  that  by 
this  lntermiffion  they  were  preparing  themfelves  anew  for  the 
Works  and  Labours  of  the  enfuing  Year,  whofe  Beginning 
they  plac’d  on  the  Firft  Day  of  the  Spring,  differing  from  the 
Solar  Year,  according  to  the  Computation  of  Aftrologers,  on- 
ly Three  Days,  which  they  took  from  our  Month  of  February. 

They  had  alfo  their  Weeks  of  Thirteen  Days,  with  different 
Names,  which  they  mark’d  in  their  Kalendar  by  Images:  Their 
Ages  confifted  of  Four  Weeks  of  Years  5 which  Method  of 
Imagery  was  a very  artful  and  notable  Invention,  and  was 
carefully  preferv’d  for  a Memorial  of  all  that  happen’d.  They 
made  a great  Circle,  which  they  divided  into  Fifty  Two  De- 
grees, allowing  a Year  for  every  Degree.  In  the  Centre  they 
painted  the  Effigies  of  the  Sun,  from  whofe  Rays  proceeded 
Four  Lines  of  different  Colours,  which  equally  divided  the 
Circumference,  leaving  Thirteen  Degrees  to  each  Semidia- 
meter, 
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and  thefe  Divilions  ferv’d  as  Signs  of  their  Zodiac^  upon 
which  their  Ages  had  their  Revolutions,  and  the  Sun  his 
Afpedts,  profperous  or  adverfe,  according  to  the  Colour  ot  the 
Line.  In  a larger  Circle,  inclofing  the  other,  they  mark’d,  with 
their  Figures  and  Chara&ers,  the  Accidents  of  the  Age,  and 
all  Occurrences  which  had  happen’d  worthy  of  Memory.  And 
thefe  fecular  Maps  were  as  publick  Inftruments,  which  lerv’d 
for  a Proof  of  their  Hiftory.  It  may  be  reckon’d  among  the 
wifeft  Inftrudtions  of  their  Government,  that  they  had  Elifto- 
riographers  capable  of  handing  down  to  Pofterity,  the  Exploits 
of  their  Nation. 

They  had  a Mixture  of  Superftition  in  the  Computation  of 
their  Ages;  for  they  were  taught  that  the  World  was  in  Danger 
of  Deftrudtion  when  the  Sun  had  finifh’d  the  Revolution  of 
thofe  Four  greater  Weeks ; and  when  the  laft  Day  of  the  Fifty 
Two  Years  was  come,  all  the  People  prepar’d  themfelves  for 
that  dreadful  and  ultimate  Calamity.  They  took  Leave  of  the 
Light  with  Tears,  and  expedted  Death  without  any  previous 
Sicknefs  : They  broke  their  Houfhold  Veffels  as  unneceftdry 
Lumber  ; they  extinguifh’d  their  Fires,  walking  about  all 
the  Night  like  diftradted  People,  without  daring  to  take 
any  Reft,  tilt  they  knew  whether  they  were  to  be  for  ever 
confign’d  to  the  Regions  of  Darknefs.  But  upon  the  Dawn- 
ing of  the  Day  they  began  to  recover  their  Spirits,  with 
their  Eyes  fix’d  towards  the  Eaft  ; and  at  the  firft  Appearance 
of  the  Sun,  they  faluted  him  with  all  their  Mufical  Inftruments, 
with  Hyms,  and  Songs  which  exprefs’d  their  confus’d  Joy  : 
Then  they  congratulated  each  other  upon  their  being  fecure 
of  the  World’s  Duration  for  another  Age,  immediately  crowded 
to  their  Temples  to  render  Thanks  to  their  Gods,  and  to  re- 
ceive from  the  Priefts  new  Fires  which  they  had  burning  with 
the  greateft  Violence  before  the  Altars,  being  conftantly  fed 
with  dry  Wood.  Next  they  made  anew  all  Provifion  for 
their  neceftary  Subfiftence,  and  this  Day  was  celebrated  with 
publick  Rejoycings,  and  the  Dancing  and  other  Diverfions  were 
dedicated  thro’  the  whole  City  to  the  Renewal  of  Time,  much 
after  the  fame  Manner  wherewith  <l(ome  celebrated  her  Secular 
Games. 

Their  Emperors  receiv’d  the  Crown  upon  Conditions  very 
particular  : For  the  Eledtion  being  made  after  the  Manner  has 
been  already  obferv’d,  the  new  King  was  oblig’d  to  take  the 
Field  with  the  Forces  of  the  Empire,  and  obtain  fome  Victory 
over  his  Enemies,  or  fubdue  fome  Rebels,  or  fome  neighbour- 
ing Province  before  he  was  Crown’d,  or  permitted  to  afeend 
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the  Royal  Throne.  A Cuftom  worthy  of  Obfervation,  and 
the  chief  Means  by  which  this  Monarchy  rofe  to  fuch  a Height 
in  fo  few  Years.  So  foon  as  the  Victorious  Prince  was  found 
to  be  qualify’d  for  the  Regal  Dignity,  by  the  Succefs  of  his  En- 
terprise, he  return’d  triumphantly  to  the  City,  and  made  his 
publick  Entry  with  great  State  and  Solemnity  : All  the  No- 
bility, Minifters,  and  Priefts,  accompany’d  him  to  the  Tem- 
ple of  the  God  of  War,  where  he  alighted  from  his  Chair, 
and  after  having  offer’d  the  cuftomary  Sacrifices,  the  Electoral 
Princes  cloath’d  him  in  Royal  Robes,  arming  his  Right-Hand 
with  a Sword  of  Gold,  edg’d  with  Flint,  the  Enfign  of  Juftice  3 
and  his  Left  with  a Bow  and  Arrows,  fignifying  his  Power  and 
Command  in  War : Then  the  King  of  Te^cuco  plac'd  the 
Crown  upon  his  Head,  by  a Privilege  belonging  to  him  as 
Firft  EleCtor. 

After  this,  one  of  the  mod  eloquent  Magiftrates  made  a 
long  Harangue,  wifhing  him  Joy  of  the  Dignity,  in  the  Name 
of  the  whole  Empire  3 and  added  fome  Documents,  reprefent- 
ing  the  Troubles  and  Cares  that  attend  a Crown,  with  the 
Obligations  he  lay  under  to  regard  the  Publick  Good  of  his 
Kingdoms  5 recommending  to  him  the  Imitation  of  his  Ance- 
ftors.  This  Speech  being  ended,  the  Chief  of  the  Priefts  ap- 
proach’d him  with  great  Reverence,  and  between  his  Hands 
the  King  took  an  Oath,  with  Circumftances  very  obfervable. 
Firft,  he  fwore  to  maintain  the  Religion  of  his  Anceftors  : 
That  he  would  obferve  the  Laws  and  Cuftoms  of  the  Empire  : 
That  he  would  treat  his  Vaftals  with  Lenity  : That  during 
his  Reign  they  fliould  have  feafonable  Rains:  That  no  Inun- 
dations of  Rivers,  Sterility  of  Soil,  or  malignant  Influences 
of  the  Sun  fliould  happen.  A notable  CompaCt  between  a 
King  and  his  Vaftals,  and  ridicul’d  by  Juftus  Lipfms!  But  we 
may  venture  to  fay,  that  by  this  Oath,  they  endeavour’d  to 
oblige  him  to  reign  with  fuch  Moderation,  that  he  might  not 
by  any  ACtion  of  his  own  draw  down  the  Indignation  of 
Heaven  3 as  not  being  ignorant  that  thefe  Kinds  of  Chaftife- 
ments  and  publick  Calamities  fall  fometimes  on  the  Subjects 
for  the  Sins  and  Exorbitances  of  the  Prince. 

For  the  reft  of  the  Rites  and  Cuftoms  of  this  Nation,  we 
(hall  only  touch  on  thole  which  deferve  a Place  in  Hiftory, 
omitting  their  Superftitions,  Indecencies,  and  Oblcenities,  which 
defile  the  Narration,  tho’  told  without  Offence  to  Truth. 

Amidft  fuch  a Multitude  of  Gods,  as  we  have  before  ob- 
ferv’d,  and  fuch  Obfcurity  and  Blindnefs  in  their  Idolatry, 
they  ftill  acknowledg’d  a Superior  Deity,  to  whom  they  at- 
tributed 
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tributed  the  Creation  of  the  Heavens,  and  the  Earth  : And  this 
Original  of  all  Things  was,  amongft  the  Mexicans,  a God  with- 
out a Name,  there  being  no  Word  in  their  Language  whereby 
to  exprefs  him.  They  only  fignify'd  that  they  knew  him,  by 
looking  up  towards  Heaven  with  Veneration,  and  giving  him, 
after  their  Way,  the  Attribute  of  Ineffable,  with  the  fatpe  reli- 
gious Uncertainty  with  which  the  Athenians  worfliip’d  the 
Unknown  God.  But  this  Knowledge  of  the  firfl:  Caufe  which,  in 
Appearance,  fliould  have  facilitated  their  being  undeceiv’d, 
was  of  little  Ufe  upon  that  Occafion  ; for  it  was  impoflible  to 
make  them  believe  that  this  fame  Deity  could  govern  the  whole 
Univerfe,  without  the  Alfiftance  of  other  Gods,  tho’  in  their 
Apprehenfion  he  had  the  Power  to  create  it  5 and  they  were 
periwaded,  that  there  were  not  any  Gods  in  the  other  Parts  of 
Heaven,  till  Men  began  to  become  miferablc  in  Proportion  as 
they  multiplied  ; looking  on  the  Gods  as  favourable  Genij , 
who  produc’d  themfelves  when  there  was  Occafion  for  them, 
without  being  in  the  leaf!  Block’d  at  the  Notion  that  their 
Gods  mull  have  acquir’d  a Being,  and  a Divinity  from  the 
Miferies  of  humane  Nature. 

They  believ’d  the  Immortality  of  the  Soul,  with  eternal 
Rewards  and  Punifhments  in  a future  State  5 but  very  ill  un- 
derftood  the  Nature  of  Virtue  and  Vice  : And  this  Truth  was 
obfeur’d  with  other  Errors  ; for  they  buried  great  Quantities 
of  Gold  and  Silver  with  their  Dead,  to  bear  the  Expences  of 
their  Journey,  which  they  believ’d  to  be  both  long  and  trouble- 
fome.  They  put  to  Death  fome  of  their  Servants  to  accom- 
pany them  5 and  it  was  a common  thing  for  Wives  to  cele- 
brate the  Exequies  of  their  Husbands  with  their  own  Death. 
Princes  were  oblig’d  to  have  Monuments  of  a vaft  Extent, 
for  the  greateft  Part  of  their  Riches  and  Family  were  interr’d 
with  them;  both  the  one  and  the  other  in  Proportion  to  their 
Dignity  and  Grandeur.  The  whole  Number  of  Servants  were 
oblig’d  to  accompany  the  Prince  into  the  other  World,  toge- 
ther w'ith  fome  Flatterers  among  them,  who  at  that  1 ime  luf- 
fer’d  for  the  Deceit  of  their  Prolelfion.  The  Bodies  were  car- 
ry d with  great  Pomp  and  Solemnity  to  the  Temples,  from 
whence  their  Priefts  came  forth  to  receive  them,  with  their  Cop- 
per Cenfers,  finging  to  the  Sound  of  hoarfe  and  ill-tun  d 
Flutes,  Hymns  and  Funeral  Elegies,  in  a difmal  melancholy 
Tone.  They  often  rais’d  up  on  high  the  Bier,  during  the  vo- 
luntary Sacrifice  of  thofe  miferable  Wretches  who  had  devo- 
ted both  Bodies  and  Souls  to  Slavery.  A Ceremony  of  re- 
markable Variety,  compos’d  of  ridiculous  Abides,  and  deplo- 
rable Barbarities ! 2 T fiefi 
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Their  Marriages  bore  the  Form  of  Contracts,  with  fome 
religious  Ceremonies.  The  preliminary  Articles  being  all  a- 
greed  upon,  the  Couple  appear'd  in  the  Temple,  and  one  ot 
the  Priefts  examin’d  their  Inclinations  by  certain  ceremonial 
Queftions,  appointed  by  Law  for  that  Purpofe  : After  that 
he  took  the  Tip  of  the  Woman’s  Veil  with  one  Hand,  and  one 
Corner  of  the  Husband’s  Garment  in  the  other,  tying  the  fame 
together  at  the  Ends,  to  fignify  the  interior  Tye  of  their  Affe- 
ctions. Under  this  Sort  of  Nuptial  Yoke,  they  return’d  to 
their  Habitation,  accompany’d  by  the  fame  Prieft,  where  imi- 
tating the  Superftition  of  the  (Romans  with  Regard  to  their 
Dii  Lares , or  Houfhold  Gods,  they  paid  a Vifit  to  the  Dome- 
flick  Fire,  which  they  believ’d  to  be  concern’d  in  the  Union 
between  the  married  Pair : They  went  round  it  Seven  Times, 
following  the  Prieft  ; after  which  they  fat  down  to  receive  their 
equal  Share  of  the  Heat,  and  then  the  Marriage  was  thought 
to  be  accomplifti’d.  They  regifler’d  in  a publick  Inftrument, 
the  Portion  brought  by  the  Bride,  every  Part  whereof  the  Hus- 
band was  oblig’d  to  reftore  in  Cafe  they  parted,  which  very 
frequently  happen’d  5 for  mutual  Confent  was  judg’d  a fuffi- 
cient  Caufe  for  a Divorce  : A Cafe  in  which  the  Law  never 
interfer’d,  but  left  it  to  the  Parties  concern’d,  who  beft  knew 
each  other,  to  be  their  own  Judges.  The  Girls  remain’d  with  the 
Mother,  and  the  Boys  went  with  the  Father  $ but  when  once 
the  Marriage  was  thus  diflolv’d,  it  was  inevitable  Death  for 
them  to  come  together  again  : So  that  notwithftanding  the  na- 
tural Inconftancy  of  that  fickle  Nation,  the  Danger  of  attempting 
to  have  any  Cohabitation  after  a Divorce  was  no  fmall 
Check  upon  them,  and  prevented  many  a Couple  from 
parting.  They  were  very  careful  of  the  Virtue  and  ConduCt 
of  their  Wives,  as  a Point  in  which  their  Honour  was  nearly 
concern’d  5 and  amidft  that  boundlefs  Licentioufnefs  and  Li- 
berty with  which  they  indulg’d  their  fenfual  Appetites,  they 
abhorr’d  and  punifti  d Adultery  with  the  utmoft  Rigour  $ not 
io  much  upon  Account  of  the  Atrocity  of  the  Vice,  as  for 
the  Inconveniencies  which  attended  it. 

Their  new-born  Infants  were  carry’d  to  the  Temples  with 
Solemnity,  and  the  Priefts  receiv’d  them  with  certain  Admoni- 
tions, concerning  the  Troubles  to  which  they  were  born.  If 
they  were  the  Sons  of  Nobles,  they  put  a Sword  into  the 
Child’s  Right-Hand,  and  upon  his  Left  Arm  a Shield,  kept  in 
the  Temple  for  that  Purpofe.  If  of  Plebeian  Extraction,  they 
put  into  their  Hands  mechanical  Inftruments  5 and  the  Females 
of  both  Degrees  had  only  the  Diftaff  and  Spindle,  fignifying 
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to  each  the  Kind  of  Employment  which  Deftiny  had  prepar’d 
for  them.  This  Firft  Ceremony  being  over,  they  were  brought 
up  to  the  Altar,  and  there  with  a Thorn  of  Maguey,  or  a Lan- 
cet of  Flint,  they  drew  fome  Drops  of  Blood  from  the  Privy- 
Parts  ; after  which  they  either  fprinkled  them  with  Water,  or 
dipp’d  them  into  it,  ufing  at  the  fame  Time  certain  Invoca- 
tions. In  which  Ceremony  it  fhould  feem  that  the  Devil,  the 
Inventer  of  thefe  Rites,  was  ambitious  to  imitate  Baptifm,  and 
Circumcifion,  with  the  fame  Pride  with  which  he  endeavour’d 
to  counterfeit  the  other  Ceremonies,  and  even  the  Sacraments 
of  the  Catholick  Church  ; fince  he  introduc’d  amon<>  thele 
Barbarians  the  Confeffion  of  Sins,  giving  them  to  underftand, 
that  thereby  they  obtain’d  the  Favour  of  their  Gods.  Fie  infti- 
tuted  likewife  a ridiculous  Sort  of  Communion,  which  the 
Priefts  adminiftred  upon  certain  Days  in  the  Y<;ar,  dividing  in- 
to fmall  Bits  an  Idol  made  of  Flower,  mix’d  up  into  a Pad 
with  Honey,  which  they  call’d  77;e  God  of  (penitence . They 
had  likewife  Jubilees,  Proceflions,  Offerings  of  Incenfe,  and 
other  Forms  of  Divine  Worfhip  : Nay  they  even  gave  their 
Chief  Priefts  the  Title  of  Papas  in  their  Language  5 by  which 
we  find,  that  this  Imitation  coft  Satan  a very  particular  Study 
and  Application,  whether  with  a Defign  to  abufe  and  prophane 
ihe  Sacred  Myfteries  and  Ceremonies,  by  mingling  them  with 
his  Abominations,  or  that  he  cannot  yet  repent  of  his  Ambi- 
tion, but  is  ftill  alpiring  and  affefting  to  imitate  the  Omni- 
potent Creator. 

The  reft  of  the  Rites  and  Ceremonies  of  thefe  miferable  Hea- 
thens were  {hocking  and  horrible,  both  to  Reafon  and  Nature  : 
Beaftialities  and  incongruous,  ftupid  Abfurdities,  which  leem’d 
altogether  incompatible  with  the  Regularity  and  admirable  Oe- 
conomy  which  was  obferv'd  in  the  other  Parts  of  that  Govern- 
ment; and  would  fcarce  be  believ’d,  were  not  Hiftories  full  of 
Examples  of  the  like  WeaknefTes  and  Errors  of  Human  Capaci- 
ties in  other  Nations,  who  are  no  lefs  blind,  tho’  in  Parts  ot  the 
World  where  they  have  the  Means  of  being  more  enlighten’d. 
Sacrifices  of  Fluman  Blood  began  much  about  the  fame  Time 
with  Idolatry  ; and  many  Ages  ago  the  Devil  introduc  d 
them  amongft  thofe  Nations,  from  whom  the  Jfraelites  learn’d 
to  facrifice  their  Sons  to  the  Idols  of  Canaan.  The  horrible  and 
dereftable  Cuftom  of  Mens  eating  each  other,  has  been  feen 
practis’d  many  Ages  fince  amongft  other  barbarous  People  of 
our  Hemifphere,  as  Galatia  confefles  amongft  her  Antiqui- 
ties, and  Scythia  muft  acknowledge  the  fame  in  her  Antropo- 
phagi.  Logs  of  Wood  worfhipd  for  Deities,  fuperftitious 
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Auguries,  the  furious  Agitations  of  Priefts,  their  Communication 
with  the  Devil  by  his  Oracles,  and  other  Abfurdities  equally  abo- 
minabje  have  been  admitted,  and  reverenc’d  by  other  Gentiles, 
who  were  otherwife  endow’d  with  great  Senfe,  and  were  per- 
fectly well  skill’d  in  Morality  and  Politicks.  Greece  and  (pome 
wanted  the  Knowledge  of  the  true  Religion,  tho’  in  every 
Thing  elfe  they  gave  Laws  to  the  whole  World,  and  left 
edifying  Examples  to  Pofterity.  From  all  this  we  are  oblig'd 
to  confefs  the  Deficiency  and  the  fmall  Extent  of  human 
Wifdom,  which  reaches  but  a very  little  farther  than  the 
fuperficial  Knowledge  it  receives  from  the  Senfes  and  Ex- 
perience, whenever  that  reveal’d  Light,  by  which  we  difcover 
the  ElTence  of  Truth  it  felf,  is  wanting.  The  Mexican  Reli- 
gion was  therefore  no  other  than  a deteftable  Compound  of 
all  the  Errors  and  Abominations  which  had  been  received 
among  the  Gentiles  in  the  different  Parts  of  the  World. 

We  fhall  not  enter  into  the  Detail  of  their  particular  Feftivals 
and  Sacrifices,  their  Ceremonies,  Sorceries,  and  Superftitions ; 
not  only  becaufe  we  meet  them  at  every  Step,  with  tedious 
Repititions,  in  all  the  Hiftories  of  the  Indies , but  becaufe  it  is 
our  Opinion  we  cannot  be  too  cautious  how  we  give  our 
Pen  too  large  a Scope  upon  a Subject  of  this  Nature,  and  at 
the  beffc  we  look  upon  it  as  an  unneceffary  Lelfon,  as  affording, 
the  Reader  little  Plealure  and  much  lefs  Profit. 


CHAP.  XVIII. 


M O-T  E Z u m a continues  his  Entertainments  and 
Prefents  to  the  Spaniards.  Letters  brought  from 
Vera  Cruz  with  an  Account  of  the  Battle  wherein 
Juan  de  F.fcalante  loft  his  Life : Upon  which 
Cortes  refolves  to  fecUre  the  Perfon  o/Mo- 
t e z u m A. 

HE  Sp  aniards  obferv’d  all  thefe  Novelties  not  without 
great  Admiration,  tho’  they  endeavour’d  to  conceal  and 
dilfemble their  Surprize; and  itcoftthem  fome  Pains  to 
compofe  their  Countenances  upon  thefe  Occafions, 
that  they  might  maintain  the  Superiority  they  affected  to  carry 
over  thofe  People.  The  firfl:  Days  were  taken  up  in  various 

3 Paftimes 


Book  III.  of  M ex ico,  or  New  SpaiNj 


Paftimes  and  Diverfions.  The  Mexicans  £ ave  fplendid  and  often  - 
tatious  Proofs  of  their  Performances,  with  a Defire  of  enter- 
taining their  Guefts,  and  not  without  an  Ambition  of  dilplaying 
their  Dexterity  in  the  Management  of  their  Arms,  and  their 
Adlivity  in  all  their  other  Exercifes.  Motezyinh  encouragd 
thofe  Shews,  and  Entertainments,  laying  a fide  all  Ma  jelly, 
contrary  to  his  accuftom’d  Pride  and  Refervednefs , and  upon 
all  Occafions  took  Cortc ^ along  with  him,  attended  by  his 
Captains,  and  treated  him  with  a Deference  and  Refpecf  full  of 
Humanity,  which  appear’d  monftrous  in  one  of  his  Character, 
and  occafion’d  thofe  w ho  knew  him  to  have  the  greater  Efteem 
for  the  Spaniards. 

Their  Vifits  were  frequent  and  punctual  5 Corte ^ went  to  the 
Palace,  and  Motezuma  to  the  SpaniJI?  Quarters.  The  Emperor 
was  continually  admiring  every  Thing  that  came  from  Spain, 
believing  it  to  be  a Part  of  Heaven  • and  fo  high  an  Idea  he 
had  of  the  King,  that  it  excluded  the  Conceptions  he  enter- 
tain’d of  his  own  Gods.  He  was  ever  endeavouring  to  gain 
the  Affection  of  the  Spaniards  by  diftributing  Cm iofities  and 
Jewels  amongft  the  Captains  and  Soldiers,  not  without  Difcern- 
ment  and  Diftindtion  of  Merit  3 for  he  carefs’d  moll  of  the  Of- 
ficers of  Diftindtion,  and  knew  how  to  proportion  the  Gift  to 
the  Importance  of  the  Perfon  whom  he  defigrfd  to  oblige. 

The  Nobility  in  Imitation  of  their  King,  w'ere  ambitious 
to  render  themfelves  agreeable  to  all  the  Strangers,  by  treatiilg 
them  with  a Relpedt  that  favour’d  of  Submiflion  : As  for  the 
Populace,  they  bent  their  Knees  to  the  meanert  of  the  SjMtiJb 
Soldiers.  In  this  Manner  they  enjoy’d  an  agreeable  Repoie, 
with  fomething  continually  new  to  divert,  and  nothing  to  di- 
fturb  them.  But  they  were  not  long  without  Occalion  of 
Diiquiet  3 for  about  this  Time  there  carrie  two  Ttafcalldn  Sol- 
diers to  the  City  thro’  By-Ways,  difguifed  in  the  Habits  ot 
Mexicans , who  going  privately  to  Corte z.-,  gave  him  a Letter 
from  Vera-Cru^  which  chang’d  the  Face  of  Affairs,  and  forc’d 
him  upon  Resolutions  lefs  pacifick. 

Juan  de  Efcalante , who,  as  we  have  faid  befote,  had  the  Go- 
vernment of  the  New  Colony,  was  employ’d  in  etfrrtirluifig 
his  Fortifications,  and  preferving  his  Cotrefpondence  with  thofe 
Indian  Friends  whom  Corte ^ had  left  him  3 and  remain’d  in  this 
State  of  Tranquility  without  any  Accident,  till  he  receiv’d 
Advice  that  one  of  Motezumas,  Geherals  was  matching  up 
and  down  in  thofe  Quarters  with  a cortfiderable  Army, 
committing  HoftilitiCs  Upon  fame  Towns  with  Which  he  had 
fettled  an  Alliance,  which  depending  npoh  the  Protedtion  of 
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the  Spaniards,  refus’d  to  pay  their  accuftom’d  Tribute.  This 
General’s  Name  was  Qualpopoca,  and  commanded  all  the  For- 
ces that  were  cantoned  upon  the  Frontiers  of  Zempoalla  3 and 
having  affembled  them  to  fupport  the  Commiffaries  appointed 
to  gather  the  Tax,  he  committed  great  Diforders,  Extortions, 
and  Violences  upon  thofe  People,  accompanying  the  Rigour 
of  the  Officers  with  the  Licentioufnefs  of  the  Soldiery  ; both 
the  one  and  the  other  a fort  of  People  infaciably  greedy, 
who  commonly  call  pillaging  the  SubjeCt,  ferving  the  Prince. 
The  Totonaques  who  inhabit  the  hilly  Country,  and  whole 
Dwellings  thofe  Troops  were  then  deftroying,  were  the  firft 
who  complain  d.  They  befeech  d Juan  de  Ejcalante  to  take  up 
Arms  in  Defence  of  his  Confederates,  and  offer’d  to  affift  in 
the  Undertaking  with  their  whole  remaining  Strength.  He  com- 
forted them  with  the  Affurance  that  he  refented  their  Injuries 
as  done  to  himfelf:  But  before  he  would  proceed  to  Extremi- 
ties he  refolv’d  to  fend  Meffengers  to  the  Mexican  General,  de- 
firing him  in  a friendly  Manner,  “ That  he  would  fuipend 
his  Hoftility,  until  fuch  Time  he  fhould  receive  frefli  Or- 
ders from  the  Emperor,  fince  it  was  not  poffible  for  him  to 
“ have  authoriz’d  a Proceeding  of  that  Kind,  when  he  had 
“ admitted  to  his  Court  Ambaffadors  from  the  Eaftern  Mo- 
tc  narch,  and  had  given  them  Leave  to  fee  on  Foot  a Treaty 
“ of  Peace  and  Confederacy  between  the  Two  Crowns”. 
This  Meffage  was  carry  d by  Two  Zempoallans,  Men  of  good 
Addrefs,  refiding  in  Vera-Cru ^3  and  the  Anfwer  of  the  Mexican 
was  infolent  and  injurious : “ That  he  was  very  well  able  to 
comprehend  and  execute  the  Orders  of  his  Prince  3 and  if 
“ ar»y  °ne  fliould  pretend  to  divert  him  from  the  Chaftifcmenc 
of  thofe  Rebels,  he  hkewife  knew  how  to  maintain  in  the 
“ Field  what  he  had  undertaken  in  the  Cabinet. 

Juan  de  Ejcalante  could  not  diffemble  his  Refentment  3 nor 
ought  he  to  refufe  the  Challenge  in  the  View  of  all  the  Indians, 
who  were  interefted  in  the  Succefs  of  the  Totonaques,  who  ran 
the  fame  Rifque,  and  had  put  themfelves  under  the  fame  Pro- 
tection : Wherefore  having  informed  himfelf  that  the  Grofs  of 
the  Enemies  Body  did  not  exceed  Four  Thoufand  Men,  he  im- 
mediately affembled  Two  Thoufand  Indians,  the  greateft  Part 
of  whom  were  Totonaques  of  the  hilly  Country  3 w ho  being  ei- 
ther luch  as  had  fled  before  Qualpopoca,  or  irritated  by  his  Vio- 
lences, came  to  Ihelter  themfelves  under  Ejcalante  s Protection  5 
at  the  Head  of  which  Number,  well  appointed  after  their  Man- 
ner, and  Forty  Spaniards,  Two  of  them  arm’d  with  Arqui- 
bufes,  and  Three  with  Crofs-Bows,  and  with  Two  Pieces  of 
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Artillery.  He  began  his  March  towards  thofe  Towns  which 
wanted  his  Afliftance,  leaving  Vera-Cru * but  weakly  garri- 


fon’d.  ,, 

Qualpopoca  had  Notice  of  his  Motions,  and  ad  vane  d to  re- 
ceive him,  with  all  his  Troops  in  exceeding  good  Order,  near 
a fmall  Village,  fince  called  Jlmeria.  A little  after  Day-break 
both  Armies  came  in  Sight  of  each  other,  and  engag’d  with 
equal  Refolution  ; but  in  a little  while  the  Mexicans  gave  Way, 
and  began  to  retire  in  great  Diforder.  It  happen’d  at  the  lame 
Time  that  the  Totonaques  of  our  Party,  either  not  being  inur’d 
to  War,  or,  from  the  accuftom’d  Dread  they  had  of  the  Mexi- 
cans, were  difpirited,  and  lagg’d  behind,  till  at  laft  they  betook 
themfelves  to  Flight,  and  could  not  be  prevail’d  with  to  ad- 
vance, either  by  Perfuafion,  Compulfion,  or  Example : A raie 
Accident,  which  muft  be  reckon’d  among  the  unaccountable 
Events  which  happen  in  War,  when  the  Conquerors  fly  from 
the  Conquered!  The  Enemy  fled  with  Precipitation  and 
Dread,  and  were  fo  careful  of  their  own  Safety,  that  they  did  not 
obferve  how  much  our  Troops  were  diminifh’d,  but  only  did 
what  they  could,  in  a diforderly  Manner,  to  retire  to  the  next 
Towns,  whither  Juan  de  Efcalante  purfu’d  them,  with  little  more 
than  his  Forty  Spaniards , immediately  commanding  the  Vil- 
lage to  be  fir’d  in  different  Places,  and  engag’d  them  at  the  fame 
Time  with  fo  much  Refolution,  that  without  giving  them  Lei- 
fure  to  difeover  the  Smallnefs  of  his  Numbers,  he  broke,  and 
intirely  diflodg’d  them,  obliging  them  to  turn  their  Backs  and 
difperle  themfelves  in  the  Woods.  The  Indians,  after  the  Adfion 
was  over,  affirm’d  that  they  faw  in  the  Air  a Woman,  refemr 
blin<?  her  whom  the  Strangers  worfhip  d for  the  Mother  o 
their  God,  who  dazzled  and  aftonifh’d  them  in  fuch  a Man- 
ner, that  fhe  depriv’d  them  of  Strength  or  Power  to  Hand  their 
Ground.  This  Miracle  did  not  manifeft  itfelf  to  the  Spaniards, 
but  the  Succefs  they  met  withal  made  it  credible  ; and  the  Sol- 
diers were  now  all  accuftom’d  to  fhare  with  Heaven  in  the 
Glory  of  their  Exploits. 

This  was  a very  fignal  Victory,  but  it  coft  the  Spaniards  dear  5 
for  Juan  de  Efcalante  was  mortally  wounded,  with  Seven  other 
Soldiers,  of  which  Number  the  Indians  carry’d  off  Juan  de  Ar- 
gudlo,  a Native  of  Leon,  a Man  of  an  extraordinary  Stature, 
and  very  great  Strength,  who  fell,  valiantly  fighting,  at  a Time 
when  he  could  not  be  fuccour’d : The  reft  all  died  of  their 


Wounds  at  Vera-Cru z.,  within  Three  Days. 

Of  this  Lofs,  with  all  its  Circumftances,  the  Council  of 
Vera- Cruz,  fent  Cortez^  an  Account,  that  he  might  name  a Suc- 
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ceffor  to  Juan  dc  Ejcalante , and  be  appriz’d  of  the  Pofture  of  his 
Affairs  in  thofe  Parts.  Corte ^ read  the  Letter,  with  the  Con- 
cern that  fuch  a Piece  of  ill  News  requir’d.  He  communicated 
the  fame  to  his  Captains,  and  without  entering  at  that  Time 
into  all  its  Confequences,  or  difcovering  the  Whole  of  his 
Chagrin,  he  defir’d  them  to  refledt  upon  this  Accident,  and  to 
give  him  Time  for  the  forming  fuch  a Refolution  as  it  ifiould 
pleafe  God  to  infpire,  recommending  very  particularly  to  Fa- 
ther 'Bartolomeu > de  Olmedo  to  contribute  to  it  by  his  Prayers,  and 
to  all  in  general  to  keep  the  News  fecret,  that  a Difafter  of 
fuch  Importance  might  not  come  to  the  Ears  of  the  Soldiers, 
and  be  made  a Subjedt  of  common  Difcourfe. 

He  afterwards  retir’d  to  his  own  Apartment,  and  began  to 
refledt  on  all  the  Inconveniencies  which  might  refult  from  this 
Misfortune.  He  thought  on  feveral  Expedients,  and  rejected 
them  again  : The  Force  of  his  Fancy  even  tir’d  him  with  Va- 
riety, at  once  reprefenting  to  him  the  Remedies  and  Difficul- 
ties attending  them.  Authors  report,  that  he  walk  d about  a 
great  Part  of  the  Night,  and  by  mere  Accident  difcover’d  at 
that  Time  a Place  newly  plaifter’d  up,  in  which  Mote^uma  con- 
ceal’d the  Treafures  of  his  Father  5 and  that  after  he  had  view’d 
them,  he  order’d  the  Place  to  be  flop  d up  again,  without  buf- 
fering any  thing  to  be  taken  away.  I fhall  not  dwell  upon  the 
Diverfion  which  this  Difcovery  might  give  to  his  Uneafinefs, 
fince  it  appears  more  clearly  that  it  lafted  not  long,  but  loon 
gave  Way  to  that  Application  of  Thought,  which  ended  in  a 
fteady  Refolution  to  take  thofe  Meafures  which  I am  going  to 
relate. 

He  fent  privately  for  the  moft  fenfible  and  beft  affected  In- 
dians of  his  Army,  of  whom  he  demanded  “ If  they  had  ob- 
“ ferv’d  any  Alteration  in  the  Minds  of  the  Mexicans , and  in 
“ whatEfteem  the  Spaniards  were  at  the  Prefent  among  them?” 
They  anfwer’d,  “ That  the  Common  People  were  taken  up 
“ with  their  Fefti vals  made  for  the  Diverfion  of  the  Spaniards , 
“ whom  they  reverenc’d,  becaufe  they  faw  them  honour’d  by 
“ their  Emperor : But  that  the  Nobility  feem'd  penfive  and 
“ myfterious  5 that  they  had  fecret  Conferences,  the  Refult  of 
“ which  they  kept  very  private.”  They  faid,  they  had  ob- 
ferv’d  fome  Expreflions  which  admitted  a finifter  Interpreta- 
tion ij  one  of  which  was,  That  it  would  be  no  difficult  Matter  to 
brea\  down  the  Bridges  of  the  Caufey , with  others  of  the  fame  Kind, 
which  all  together  gave  fufficient  Caufe  of  Sufpicion.  Two 
or  Three  of  thofe  Indians  heard  it  whifper’d,  that  fome  few  Days 
before,  a Spaniard  s Head  was  brought  a$  a Prefent  to  Motezjma  5 

and 


BookIII.  o/Mexico,  or  New  Spain.  103 

and  that  he  commanded  it  to  be  taken  away  and  conceal'd  af- 
ter he  had  viewd  it  with  fome  Aflonifhment,  it  being  of  a very 
large  Size,  and  the  Face  had  a fierce  Afpe<5t,  Marks  which  agreed 
very  well  with  that  of  Juan  dc  Arguillo.  This  redoubled  the 
Uneafinefs  of  Cortege  for  hence  it  appear’d,  that  Motegumd  was 
privy  to  the  Proceedings  of  his  General. 

Upon  thefe  Advices,  and  the  Reflections  he  afterwards  made 
thereupon,  he  fhut  himfelf  up  next  Morning  with  his  Captains, 
and  fome  principal  Soldiers,  who,  upon  Account  of  their  Me- 
rit or  Experience,  were  wont  to  alfift  at  the  Juntas , where  he 
laid  the  Cafe,  with  all  its  Circumftances,  before  them,  and  ac- 
quainted them  what  Information  he  had  receiv’d  the  Night  be- 
fore from  his  trufty  Indians , weighing  with  Unconcern,  and 
great  Sedatenefs  of  Temper,  the  Danger  with  which  they  were 
threaten’d  : He  touch’d  with  great  Addrefs  upon  the  Difficul- 
ties which  might  occur  ; and  then,  without  fhewing  which 
Way  his  own  Sentiment  inclin’d,  he  was  filenc,  and  gave  them 
free  Liberty  to  drfeufs  the  Affair. 

They  were  of  different  Opinions : Some  were  for  defiring 
Motezuma’  s Pafsport,  and  marching  immediately  to  the  Relief  of 
Vera  Crug:  Others  found  great  Difficulties  in  the  Retreat,  and 
were  for  going  off  privately,  without  forgetting  the  Riches 
they  had  acquir’d.  But  the  greateft  Part  were  of  Opinion, 
that  they  fhould  continue  in  Mexico,  without  feeming  to  have 
any  Knowledge  of  what  had  pafs’d  at  Vera  Crug,  till  they  could 
find  fome  Means  to  retreat  with  Safety.  But  Corte g recapitula- 
ting the  feveralPropofals  had  been  made,  and  highly  commend- 
ing the  Zeal  of  endeavouring  to  hit  the  Point  they  had  all  ex- 
prefs’d,  deliver’d  himfelf  thus, 

I can  by  no  Means  agree  to  that  Fropofttion  of  defiring  a Faffort 
from  Motezuma  ; for  after  having  open’d  the  Way  to  his  Court  with 
our  Arms  in  Spite  of  all  Oppofition , we  mufl  unavoidably  fink  Very 
low  in  the  Opinion  of  the  Mexicans,  when  once  it  fhall  be  known , that 
we  ft  and  in  Need  of  their  Favour  to  retire.  If  Motezuma  has  ill 
Defigns  againft  us , he  may  grant  the  Faflport,  with  no  other  View  than 
to  deftroy  us  in  our  (Retreat ; and  if  he  fhould  deny  it , then  we  fhall  be 
obliged  to  march  out  by  Force , and  expofe  our  Jelves  to  a certain  'Danger, 
after  having  declar’d  our  Weaknefl.  Much  left  am  1 of  Opinion , that 
we  fhould  offer  to  retreat  by  Stealth,  for  by  fo  doing  we  fhall  at  once 
brand  our  felves  with  the  infamous  Epithet  of  Fugitives,  and  Mote- 
zuma can  with  the  greateft  Eafe  imaginable  poffefs’  himfelf  of  the  Faffes , 
by  fending  Scouts  bef  ore  to  give  “Notice  of  our  March.  And  in  port] 
in  my  Opinion  it  is  by  no  Means  convenient  at  this  Juncture,  even  to 
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think  of  retiring.,  for  after  what  Manner  foeVer  we  attempt  it , it  will 
infallibly  be  at  the  Expence  of  our  (Reputation  $ and  having  once  loft 
our  Friends  and  Confederates , whom  that  and  nothing  elfe  engages  on 
our  Side , we  fhall  affuredly  find  our  fehes  without  one  Foot  of  Ground  to 
tread  upon  with  any  Security.  For  thefe  Confiderations , I conclude  that 
they  come  nearefi  to  the  Point  who  Vote  for  our  continuing  here , without 
takjng  Notice  of  any  Thing  till  we  can  go  off  with  Honour , and  for 
trying  in  the  mean  while  what  may  happen  agreeable  to  that  Hope.  Roth 
Refolutions,  it  is  true , are  equally  hazardous,  but  not  equally  honourable  • 
and  it  would  be  a Misfortune , unworthy  of  Spaniards,  to  chufe  to  dye  a 
difimourable  Death,  when  they  haVe  it  in  their  Option  to  do  the  contrary. 
I make  no  Quefiion  but  that  it  is  neceffary  for  us  to  ftand  our  Ground 
where  we  are  5 the  Manner  how  we  fhall  effect  it  is  what  mo  ft  employs 
my  Thoughts.  We  are  acquainted  with  the  Rumours  which  begin  to  fpread 
among  the  Mexicans.  Tlx  Dfigrace  which  has  befallen  us  at  Vera 
Cruz  deferVes  your  ferious  Refections  and  Arguillo'r  Head  prefented 
to  Motezuma,  is  a plain  Intimation  that  he  was  no  Stranger  to  the  Ex- 
pedition of  his  General  5 nay,  his  Very  Silence  upon  that  Article  is  a fuf- 
ficient  Reafon  for  us  to  f aspect  his  Intentions.  Therefore  upon  confidering 
the  whole,  I am  of  Opinion,  that  in  order  to  maintain  our  f elves  in  this 
City,  with  leaft  Hazard,  it  will  be  expedient  to  refolve  upon  fome  great 
Action,  that  may  give  the  Indians  frefh  Caufe  of  Afionijhment,  and 
regain  what  Reputation  they  may  imagine  we  haVe  loft  hy  thefe  unfor- 
tunate Accidents.  To  which  End,  rejecting  ProjeCls  of  more  Noife 
than  EfifeCt,  I hold  it  abfolutely  neceffary  to  faze  the  Perfon  of  Mote- 
zuma, and  bring  him  Prifoner  to  our  Quarters.  A Refolution  which  I 
cannot  help  thinking  will  firike  Terror  into  them , and  mufi  needs  keep 
them  within  Rounds , and  at  the  fame  Time  will  give  us  an  Opportunity  of 
capitulating  after  fuch  a Manner  both  with  the  Jfing  and  Vaffals,  as 
may  be  mofi  for  the  Honour  of  our  SoVeraign  and  the  common  Security. 
The  (pretence  of  his  Imprifonment,  according  to  my  Judgment,  mufi  be 
the  Death  of  Arguillo,  to  which  he  was  privy,  and  the  Rreach  of  the 
(peace  by  one  of  his  Generals  $ with  which  Two  Offences  we  mufi  give 
hint  to  underfiand  we  haVe  been  acquainted,  and  for  which  we  demand 
Satisfaction : For  it  would  be  to  our  Difadvantage  that  they  fhould  fup- 
poje  us  ignorant  of  any  Thing  which  they  themjelves  underfiand  5 when 
at  the  fame  Time  they  believe  us  fuperior  to  them  in  every  RefpeCl,  and 
ignorant  of  nothing.  Thefe  and  fuch  other  Errors  of  their  Imagina- 
tions we  mufi  encourage , or  at  leaft  bear  with,  as  extremely  favourable  to 
our  bold  Undertaking.  1 am  Very  fenfible  of  the  Difficulties  and  Acci- 
dents which  attend  the  refolving  upon  fo  daring  an  Enter  prize  5 but  great 
AClions  haVe  their  Rirth  from  great  Dangers  •,  and  God  will  certainly 
fupport  us,  for  many  are  the  Wonders,  I may  Venture  to  fay  the  evident 
Miracles,  which  he  hath  wrought  for  us  in  this  Expedition  5 and  why 
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Jbould  we  not  now  believe , that  this  P erf  ever ance  of  ours  is  the  Effect 
of  his  Divine  Injfiration  ? His  Service  is  the  principal  Motive  of  our 
Enterprise  5 and  I cannot  be  per  funded , that  he  has  conducted  us  thus  far 
by  his  extraordinary  (providence , to  plunge  ns  into  unfur  mo  tint  able  Diffi- 
culties , and  in  our  great  eft  TSLeceffity  to  abandon  us  to  our  own  Weakticjs. 

He  enlarg’d  with  fo  much  Energy  upon  this  pious  Conlt- 
deration,  that  he  communicated  to  the  whole  Council  the 
Vigour  of  his  own  Spirit,  and  brought  them  over  to  his  Opi- 
nion 5 firft  the  Captains,  Juan  Velazquez,  de  Leon,  Diego  de  Orda 
with  Gongalo  de SandoVal,  and  then  all  the  reft  applauded  the  ju- 
dicious Arguments  of  their  General,  and  judg’d  the  Goodnefs 
of  the  Remedy,  by  the  heroic  Gallantry  of  the  Refolution. 
Upon  this  Foot  the  Junta  broke  up,  having  refolv’d  upon  the 
Imprifonment  of  Motezuma , and  leaving  the  Management  of 
the  whole  to  the  Difcretion  of  Cortez- 

Bernal  Dias  del  Caftillo,  who  lofes  no  Oportunity  of  introducing 
himfelf  as  the  Author  of  all  great  Refolutions,  affirms,  that  he, 
and  fome  other  Soldiers,  advis'd  the  Imprifonment  of  Mote- 
2uma , fome  Days  before  they  had  receiv’d  any  Intelligence  of 
what  had  happen’d  at  Vera  Cruz^ : But  other  Relations  do  not 
agree  with  his,  nor  was  there  Occafion,  at  that  Jundure,  to  enter 
upon  a Projed  of  fo  violent  a Nature.  He  fliould  have  kept 
himfelf  within  Bounds  a little  longer,  and  then  his  Advice 
would  not  have  appear’d  fo  improbable,  and  fo  much  out  of 
Seafon. 

r,  r • --  1 • , • • -i  - i.  '■ 

CHAP.  XIX. 

The  Imprifonment  of  Motezuma  : vln  Account 
after  what  Manner  it  was  ejfefled,  and  how  re- 
ceiv'd amongft  his  If  offals. 

K|H|T  muff  be  acknowledg’d,  that  this  Refolution  of  a 
lip  few  Spaniards , to  feize  fo  powerful  a Prince  in  his  own 
lip  Court,  amidft  all  his  Guards,  was  a Boldnefs  with- 
out  Example.  The  Recital  of  this  Adion,  tho’ true, 
feems  wholly  incompatible  with  the  Sincerity  of  Hiftory,  and 
even  in  a Romance  would  furpafs  the  Exaggerations  and  the 
Licence  of  Fable  itfelf.  It  might  have  been  calFdTemerity,  had  it 
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been  undertaken  fpontaneoufly,  and  with  a greater  Liberty  of 
Choice : But  a Mams  not  properly  term’d  rafih,  who  (huts  his  Eyes 
to  a Danger  which  he  cannot  avoid.  Corte ^ faw  himfelf  equally 
loft  if  he  made  a Retreat,  which  would  ruin  his  Reputation, 
or  ftood  his  Ground  without  retrieving  his  fading  Honour  by 
fome  extraordinary  Exploit.  The  Mind,  when  it  finds  itfelf 
furrounded  on  all  Sides  with  Difficulties,  violently  flies  to  that 
which  leaft  preftes  it ; but  the  Method  taken  by  Corte z,  was  in 
Truth  the  moft  difficult:  Whether  he  was  refold’d  to  end'chis 
Affair,  one  Way  or  other,  at  a Blow,  or  becaufe  he  couldi  not 
accommodate  himfelf  to  Meafures  of  a middle  Nature,  we 
may  lay,  that  it  was  great  Magnanimity  in  him  to  elevate  his 
Views  above  the  ordinary  Level,  or  that  the  Military  Prudence 
is  not  fuch  an  Enemy  to  Extremes  as  the  Civil  : But  better  it 
is,  that  this  Refolution  of  his  fhould  pafs  without  a Name,  or 
that  only  regarding  the  Succefs,  we  place  it  among  thofe  imper-, 
ceptible  Means  which  God  made  life  of  in  this  Conqueft  5 
excluding, in  Appearance,  all  natural  Caufes  or  Impulfes. 

The  Hour  when  the  Spaniards  were  accuftom’d  to  wait  upoa 
Motezuma  was  chofen  for  the  Execution  of  their  Defign,  that: 
no  Alarm  might  be  given  by  their  making  him  an  unfeafonable 
Vifit.  Cortez  gave  Orders  to  his  Men  to  arm  chemfehves  ia 
their  Quarters,  to  faddle  their  Horfes,  and  to  hold'  themfefves 
in  a Readmefs,  without  making  any  Noife  or  Movement  till! 
they  receiv’d  freth  InftruCtions.  He  poflefs’d  himfelfi  of  all 
the  Avenues  of  the  Streets  leading  to  Motezuma’ s Palace,  with, 
fin  all  fcatter’d  Detachments  of  Soldiers,  and  went  to  the  Palace, 
accompany  d by  the  Captains,  Dedrode  Aharado,  Gonzalo  de  San- 
doval, Juan  Velazque z de  Leon,  Francifco  de  Luga,  and  Alonfo 
Davila,  having  order  d Thirty  private  Men  of  his  own  chufing 
to  follow  at  a Diflance. 

It  was  no  furprizing  Sight  to  fee  them  enter  with  their  Arms, 
which  they  ufually  carry’d  as  a Military  Ornament.  Motezpn*. 
as  cuftomar.y,  came  out  of  his  Apartment  to  receive  the  Vifit, 
and  they  all  took  their  Seats.  His  Servants,  as  by  his  Order 
they  were  always  accuftom’d  to  do,  retir’d  to  another  Part  of 
the  Palace  j and  when  Donna  Mariana  and  Geronimo  Aguilar  were 
come  up,  C01  tez  began  his  Complaint  with  a becoming  Refent- 
ment.  Firft  he  laid  before  Motezuma  the  A&ion  of  his  Gene- 
ral, who  had  the  Infolence  to  form  an  Army  and  attack  his. 
Confederates,  in  Violation  of  the  Peace  and  Royal  Safeguard, 
under  which  they  thought  themfelves  fecure.  Then  he  urg’d 
as  a Crime,  for  which  he  ought  to  make  Satisfaction  to  God 
and  Man,  the  fpilling  the  Blood  of  a Spaniard  by  the  Mexicans , 

after 
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after  they  had  made  him  Prifoner,  to  revenge  upon  him  in  cold 
Blood  the  Ignominy  of  their  own  fhameful  Defeat.  And  laftlv , 
he  expos’d  in  proper  Colours,  as  a Point  of  ftill  greater  Con- 
federation, the  Excufe  made  by  Qualpopoca,  and  his  Captains, 
who  declar’d  they  had  undertaken  that  unjuftifiable  War  by 
the  Emperor’s  exprefs  Order  : Concluding,  That  he  thought 
he  ow’d  fo  much  to  his  Majefty,  as  not  to  give  Credit  to 
an  Action  fo  unworthy  of  his  Greatnefs,  as  that  of  favouring 
the  Spaniards  in  one  Place,  while  he  was  endeavouring  to 
deflroy  them  in  another. 

Motezuma  chang’d  Colour  at  the  hearing  of  this  Charge  ; 
and  with  all  the  Marks  of  Convi&ion  interrupted  Cortez  deny- 
ing, as  well  as  he  could,  that  he  had  ever  given  any  fuch  Or- 
ders : But  Cortez,  reliev’d  his  Confufion  by  faying,  That  he  did 
believe  it  to  be  undoubtedly  true,  and  was  fully  convinc’d,  that 
he  had  no  Hand  in  fo  bafe  an  A&ion  ; but  that  the  Spaniards 
would  not  be  fo  finished,  nor  even  his  own  ValTals  be  unde- 
ceiv’d after  fuch  a Declaration  of  his  General,  unlcfs  they  faw 
him  give  fome  extraordinary  Proof  of  what  he  affirm’d,  that 
might  intirely  efface  the  Impreffion  of  fuch  a Calumny  ; and 
that  therefore  he  was  come  to  intreat  him,  that,  without  making 
any  Diflurbance,  but  as  if  it  was  his  own  fpontaneous  Choice, 
he  would  immediately  go  with  him  to  the  Spanijb  Quarters, 
with  a Refolution  not  to  ftir  from  thence  till  it  lliould  be 
made  apparent  to  all,  that  he  had  not  been  concern’d  in  fo 
perfidious  an  Adfion.  To  which  Purpofe  he  reprefented  to 
him,  “ That  by  this  generous  Confidence,  fo  well  becoming  a 
“ Princely  Mind,  hewould  not  only  appeafe  the  juft  Refentment 
“ of  the  great  Monarch  whofe  Servant  he  was,  and  the  Jealoufy 
“ of  his  Companions  and  Followers  ; but  that  it  would  redound 
“ to  his  own  Honour,  which  at  prefent  fuffer’d  a greater  Eclipfe 
“ by  his  General’s  Behaviour;  giving  his  Word, both  as  a Gen- 
“ tleman  and  a Minifter  to  the  moft  powerful  Monarch  in  the 
“ Univerfe,  that  he  fhould  be  treated  amongfl;  the  Spaniards  with 
“ all  the  Refped  due  to  his  Royal  Chara&er  ; fince  they  only 
“ defir’d  to  be  fecureof  his  good  Will,  that  they  might  have  it 
“ in  their  Power  to  ferve  and  obey  him  with  the  greater  Venera- 
“ tion”.  Here  Certe^left  off  (peaking,  and  Motezuma  likewifc  re- 
main’d filent  for  fome  Moments,  as  amaz’d  at  the  Boldnefs  of 
the  Propofal.  But  Cortez  defirous  to  reduce  him  by  Gentlenefs,  be- 
fore he  would  determine  on  other  Ways,  added,  “That  the  Quar- 
“ ters  he  had  beeen  pleas’d  to  affign  them,  were  in  one  of  his 
“ Majefty’s  own  Royal  Palaces,  where  fometimes  he  was  wont  to 
pafs  a few  Days : That  it  could  not  feem  ftrange  to  his  Sub- 
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“ jeCts  that  he  fhould  change  his  Residence  to  clear  himfelf  of 
“ an  Afperfion,  which,  being  plac'd  to  his  Account,  was  the 
“ Complaintjof  one  King  againft  another ; whereas  if  the  Fault 
“ were  laid  at  his  General  s Door  it  might  be  redrefs’d  by  a pro- 
“ per  Correction,  without  pufliing  it  to  that  Extremity,  and  thofe 
“ Violences,  which  generally  attend  the  Deciflon  of  Quarrels 
“ which  happen  between  Soveraigns5’. 

Motezuma  could  no  longer  fufter  Carte ^ to  enlarge  upon  Mo- 
tives to  perfuade  him  to  a Thing  which  he  judg’d  impracti- 
cable, and  letting  him  know,  he  underftood  what  it  was  he  aim'd 
by  fuch  a Propofition  5 reply’d  with  fome  Impatience,  “That 
“ Princes  of  his  Rank  were  not  accuftomdto  deliver  themfelves 
“ uptoaPrifon,  nor  would  his  Subjects  permit  it,  tho’ he  fhould 
“ forget  his  own  Dignity  fo  far,  and  ftoop  to  fo  bafe  a Com- 
“ pliance”.  To  which  CWe^anfwer’d  5 “ That  provided  he  went 
“ willingly,  without  obliging  the  Spaniards  to  forget  the  RefpeCt 
“ they  had  for  him,  he  valu’d  not  the  Oppofition  of  his  Sub- 
“ jeCts,againft  whom  he  could  employ  a fufficient  Force,  without 
“ anyBreach  of  their  mutual  Amity’’.  The  Difpute  lafted  long, 
Motezuma  ftill  refuting  to  leave  his  Palace  5 and  Corte z,  endea- 
vouring to  perfuade  and  fecure  him  without  proceeding  to  Ex- 
tremities. Motezuma  made  feveral  Offers,  being  fenfible  of  the 
Hazard  to  which  he  was  expos’d  : He  propos’d  to  fend  imme- 
diately for  Qiialpopoca  and  all  his  Officers,  and  give  them  up  to 
Cortez^to  be  chaffiz’d  as  he  fhould  think  proper : He  offer’d  Two 
of  his  Sons  as  Hoftages,  to  be  fent  Priloners  to  the  Spanifb 
Quarters,  till  fuch  Time  as  he  fhould  perform  his  Promite  5 
and  repeated,  with  fome  Signs  of  Weaknefs,  that  he  was  not  a 
Perfon  who  could  hide  himfelf,  or  flee  to  the  Mountains.  Cor - 
te^  approv’d  none  of  thefe  Expedients  ; and  Motezuma  refus’d 
to  lurrender  himfelf:  But  the  Captains,  who  were  prefent  at 
this  Difpute,  fulpeCting  the  Danger  that  might  enfue  by  this 
Delay,  began  to  lole  Patience,  intimating,  that  they  mull  de- 
cide the  Queftion  by  ACfion  ^ and  Juan  Velazquez,  de  Leon  faid 
aloud,  Let  us  leave  off  talking,  and  either  feize  or  kill  him.  Motezuma 
took  Notice  of  thole  Words,  which  were  utter’d  with  great 
Paffion,  and  demanded  of  Donna  Marina , What  it  was  that  Spa- 
niff  Captain  fpoke  with  fo  much  Vehemence  ? And  Hie,  with 
a Difcretion  which  never  fail’d  her  upon  Occafion,  reply’d  in 
fuch  a Manner  as  if  flhe  apprehended  being  overheard  by,the%- 
niards  5 My  Lord , You  run  a great  Hazard  by  not  giving  Way  to  the 
Infiances  of  thefe  People : You  already  know  their  ffejolution , and  the 
fupernatural  Power  that  ajjifis  them.  I am  your  own  Loyal  Subject  • 
viy  Thoughts  haVe  no  other  Employment  than  to  do  you  Service 5 and  I am 
1 hkewifc 
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likemfe  one  of  their  Confidents , well  acquainted  with  the  Secret  of  their 
Intentions,  if  you  go  with  them  you  will  be  treated  with  all  the  ficficcl 
that  is  due  to  your  Terfon  and  Dignity  ; and  by  rejijhng  longer,  you  en- 
danger your  Life. 

This  fhort  Speech,  deliver’d  with  Addrefs,  and  well  tim’d, 
prevail’d  on  Mote^uma  ; who  without  entring  into  any  frefh 
Cornells,  role  from  his  Seat,  and  faid  to  the  Spaniards ; 1 trufc 

“ myfelf  into  your  Hands : Let  us  go  to  your  Quarters,  loi 
“ fo  the  Gods  will  have  it,  fince  you  have  carried  your  Point, 

“ ancl  [ am  determin’d.”  He  prefently  call  d for  his  Ser- 
vants, and  commanded  them  to  get  ready  his  Chau  and  Equi- 
page  • and  told  his  Minifters,  “ That  for  certain  Reafons  of 
“ State,  which  he  had  concerted  with  his  Gods,  he  had  re- 
« folv’d  to  pafs  fome  Days  in  the  Spanijh  Quarters : That  they 
« fhould  underlland,  and  publifh  to  all  his  Subjects,  that  he 
« went  of  his  own  Accord,  and  for  his  own  Advantage.”  He 
then  gave  Orders  to  one  of  the  Captains  ol  his  Guaids,  to 
bring  Qualpapoca  Prifoner,  with  the  other  Officers  concern'd  in 
the  Invafion  of  Zempoala ; to  which  Purpofe  he  gave  him  the 
Royal  Signet,  which  he  always  carry  d ty  d to  his  Right  Aim, 
and  bad  him  take  Troops  along  with  him,  that  lie  might 
make  fure  of  apprehending  the  Criminals.  All  thefe  Orders 
were  given  publickly,  and  Dona  Marina  explain’d  them  to  Cor- 
tez, and  the  reft  of  the  Spanijh  Captains,  that  they  might  not 
take  Umbrage  upon  hearing  him  talk  to  his  Servants,  or  com- 
mit any  unfeafonable  A61  of  Violence. 

He  left  his  Palace  without  any  more  Delay,  taking  with 
him  all  his  ufual  Attendance  : The  Spaniards  marched  on  Foot 
dofe  by  his  Chair,  furrounding  it  under  Pretence  of  attending 
him  A Report  was  prefently  ipread  about  the  City,  that  the 
Strangers  had  carry’d  off  the  Emperor;  and  the  Streets  were 
crowded  in  an  Inftant,  with  an  Appearance  of  a general  In  ut- 
redtion  ; for  they  made  great  Outcries,  throwing  themlelves 
upon  the  Ground  like  Men  in  Defpair ; and  fome  diicover  d 
the  Tendernefs  of  their  Concern  by  their  Tears:  But  Motezfi- 
ma , with  an  Air  of  Gaiety  and  Compofure,  appeas  d the  Tu- 
mult, and  fatisfy’d  them  in  fome  Meafure.  He  commanded 
them  to  ceafe  their  Cries ; and  at  the  firft  Motion  of  his  Hand 
a profound  Silence  enfu’d.  He  then  told  them,  “ That  he  was 
“ not  going  to  a Prifon,  but,  for  his  own  Diverfion,  to  pafs  a few 
“ Days  with  his  Friends  the  Strangers ; and  this  anticipated  Sa- 
“ tisfadlion,  or  anfwering  a Queftion  before  it  was  ask  d,  con- 

“ firm’d  what  he  endeavour’d  to  difown. 
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When  he  arriv’d  at  the  Quarters,  which,  as  we  have  obferv’d, 
were  in  a Palace  built  by  his  Father,  he  gave  Orders  for  his 
Guards  to  difperfe  the  Populace,  and  to  his  Minifters  to  punifli, 
with  Lofs  of  Life,  any  who  fhould  occafion  the  leaft  Tumult 
or  Difturbance.  He  courteoufly  carefs’d  the  Spanifl?  Soldiers 
who  went  out  to  receive  him  with  refpedtful  Acclamations. 
The  Palace  being  fufficiently  large  and  convenient  to  receive 
him  and  all  his  Retinue,  he  pitch'd  upon  an  Apartment,  fepa- 
rate  from  the  Spaniards , to  refide  in,  which  was  inftantly  fur- 
nifh’d  by  his  own  Servants  with  the  belt  Moveables  of  his 
Wardrobe  5 and  Cortes  plac’d  a fufficient  Guard  of  Spanifl  Sol- 
diers at  the  Avenues,  and  doubled  thofe  of  the  Quarters,  port- 
ing Centinels  in  the  nearert  Streets,  and  omitting  no  Precau- 
tion which  an  Attion  of  that  Confequence  requir’d.  Orders 
were  given  to  the  Soldiers  to  permit  the  Entrance  of  thofe  of 
the  Emperor’s  Retinue,  who  were  now  all  known  5 as  like- 
wife  ol  the  Nobility  and  Minifters  who  came  to  make  their 
Court,  with  Referve  to  admit  but  a certain  Number  in  the 
Room  of  others  who  went  out,  under  Pretext  of  keeping  his 
Majefty  from  being  crowded.  Cortes  went  to  vilit  him  the  fame 
Evening,  firft  asking  Leave,  and  obferving  the  fame  Forma- 
lities and  Ceremonies  as  when  he  waited  on  him  in  his  Impe- 
rial Palace.  The  like  Refpeirt  was  fhew’d  him  by  the  Officers 
and  Soldiers  of  Diftin&ion : They  all  gave  him  humble 
Thanks  for  the  Honour  he  did  that  Houfe,  as  if  he  came  thi- 
ther by  his  own  Choice ; and  he  was  as  chearful  and  pleafant 
to  all,  as  if  none  of  them  were  prefent  who  had  been  Wit- 
neffes  of  the  Refiftance  he  would  have  made.  He  diftributed 
amongft  them  feveral  Jewels  with  his  own  Hand,  which  he 
brought  on  purpofe  to  fhew  his  good  Humour  5 and  for  all  that 
could  be  obfcrv'd, either  in  his  Behaviour  or  Expreflions,  he  never 
once  difcover’d  the  leaft  Weaknefs  under  his  Confinement,  nor 
ceas’d  to  maintain  the  Grandeur  of  an  Emperor  in  the  Con- 
ftancy  with  which  he  endeavour’d  to  unite  thofe  two  incom- 
patible Extremes,  Majefty  and  Dependency.  To  none  of  his 
Servants  or  Minifters,  whofe  Attendance  at  all  Hours  was  per- 
mitted, did  he  difcover  the  Secret  of  his  Confinement  5 either 
for  that  he  was  afham’d  to  own  it,  or  that  he  fear’d  the  Lofs 
of  his  Life,  if  they  fhould  make  the  leaft  Difturbance.  At 
that  Time  this  Retirement  was  regarded  by  all  as  his  own  vo- 
luntary Refolution  3 for  which  Reafon,  the  Prefumption  of  the 
Spaniards  was  not  fo  much  as  talk’d  of,  being  indeed  fo  great, 
that  it  was  conceal’d  by  the  very  Excels  of  it  as  a Thing  im- 
poflible,  and  exceeding  the  Bounds  of  Imagination  itfelf. 

5 Thus 
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Thus  was  Motezuma's  Imprifonment  carry ’d  on  and  execu- 
ted, and  in  a few  Days  he  became  fo  eafy,  that  he  had  fcarce 
any  Inclination  to  change  his  Condition.  Neverthelels,  his 
Subjects  difcover’d  at  length,  that  the  Spaniards  had  him  under 
Confinement,  notwithftanding  they  had  carefully  difguis’d  the 
Violence  they  had  been  guilty  of,  under  the  fpecious  Mask  of  a 
profound  Refpeft.  The  Guards  which  were  conftantly  polled 
at  the  Avenues  of  the  Emperor’s  Apartment,  and  the  Spaniards 
beincr  continually  under  Arms  in  the  Quarters,  left  them  no 
Room  for  Doubt  5 but  no  one  made  the  lead  Offer  to  treat 
concerning  his  Liberty : Nor  is  it  to  be  imagin'd  what  Rea- 
fons  they  had  5 he  to  continue  under  that  Opprclfion  without 
any  Relu&ance,  and  they  to  live  in  the  fame  Infenfibility, 
without  fhewing  any  Concern  at  the  Difhonour  done  to  the 
Perfon  of  their  Emperor.  The  Boldnefs  of  this  Enterprize 
was  very  furprifing  in  the  Spaniards,  nor  lefs  remarkable  was 
this  Want  of  Spirit  in  Mote^uma  a Prince  fo  puiffant,  and  na- 
turally of  fo  haughty  a Difpofition,  together  with  the  little  Re- 
folution  which  then  appear’d  in  the  Mexicans,  a Warlike  Na- 
tion, and  exceflively  zealous  in  fupporting  the  Dignity  of  their 
Soveraigns.  We  may  therefore  fafely  venture  to  fay,  that  the 
Hand  of  God  was  upon  their  Hearts  5 nor  will  this  appear  to 
be  a fuperftitious  Credulity,  or  any  great  Novelty  in  his  Di- 
vine Providence ; fince  the  World  has  long  ago  lcen  an  Ex- 
ample of  His  forwarding  the  Undertakings  of  His  own  Peo- 
ple, by  fubduing  the  Spirit  of  their  Enemies  *. 


* Jofhua,  Chap.  5.  ver.  1. 
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CHAP.  XX. 


Mot  e 2 u m a’j  Behaviour  under  his  Confinement , 
both  to  his  own  People  and  the  Spaniards.  Quai- 
popoca  is  brought  Prifoner , and  condemn’d  to 
Death  Cortez,  who  caufes  Motkzuma 
to  be  put  in  Fetters , during  the  Execution  of  the 
Sentence. 


cans , 


H E Spaniards,  in  few  Days,  faw  their  Quarters  con- 
verted into  a Palace,  without  omitting  to  guard  ic, 
as  the  Prifon  of  Motc^uma.  The  Surprize  of  this 
daring  Adion  abated  infenfibly  amongft  the  Mexi- 
with  the  Novelty  of  it.  Some,  difapproving  the  War 
made  by  Qualpopoca  upon  Vera-Cru^ y commended  the  Procedure 
of  Mote^uma,  and  imputed  it  to  the  Greatnefs  of  his  Soul  that 
he  parted  with  his  Liberty  as  a Pledge  of  his  Innocence. 
Others  believ’d  that  the  Gods,  with  whom  they  fuppos’d  him 
to  have  frequent  Communication,  had  advis’d  him  to  that 
which  was  molt  convenient,  and  would  moft  redound  to  his 
Advantage.  And  others,  who  judg  d better,  acquiefc’d  intirely 
in  his  Refolution,  without  being  fo  prefumptuous  as  to  exa- 
mine into  it,  well  knowing  that  the  Adions  of  Soveraign  Prin- 
ces are  to  be  comprehended,  not  by  the  Knowledge,  but  by 
the  Obedience  of  their  Vaffals.  He  difcharg’d  the  Fundions 
of  a Soveraign  at  the  ufual  Hours;  gave  Audiences;  heard  the 
Advice  and  Reprefentations  of  his  Minilters;  and  apply’d  him- 
felt  to  the  Government  of  his  Kingdoms , both  Civil  and 
Military,  taking  particular  Care  to  conceal  his  involuntary  Con- 
finement. 

His  Table  was  ferv’d  from  his  Palace  with  a numerous  At- 
tendance of  Servants,  and  greater  Abundance  than  ufual : The 
Overplus  was  diftributed  among  the  Spanifb  Soldiers ; and  he 
conftantly  fent  Difhes  of  the  greateft  Delicacy  to  Corte ^ and  his 
Captains,  all  whomhe  could  call  by  their  refpediveNames,  and 
he  had  ftudy’d  even  their  leveral  Humours  and  Difpofitions,  and 
knew  how  to  make  a proper  Ufe  of  his  Obfervations  in  converfing 
* with 
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with  them,  and  would  at  Times  feafon  his  Difcourfe  w ith  Plea- 
fantry,  in  fuch  a Manner  as  was  no  Way  inconfiftcnt  eithef 
with  Majeftyor  Decorum.  All  the  Time  that  he  was  difengag’d 
from  Bufinefs,  he  paft  among  the  Spaniards  3 and  was  wont  to 
fay,  That  he  was  not  himfelf  without  them.  Every  one  en- 
deavour’d to  pleafe  him,  and  the  RefpeCt  with  which  they 
treated  him,  gave  him  great  Satisfaction.  Freedoms  and  ill 
Manners  extremely  difgufted  him  3 and  if  any  one  happen’d  to 
be  faulty  that  Way,  he  made  the  Offender  underftand  that  it 
fhock’d  him,  and  that  he  was  fenlible  of  his  being  ill  us’d  : 
So  jealous  was  he  of  his  Dignity,  that  he  relented,  with  an  ex- 
treme Indignation,  fomewhat  done  in  his  Pretence  by  a Spaniard, 
with  Delign,  as  he  thought,  to  affront  him,  and  defil’d  the 
Captain  of  the  Guard  to  employ  that  Soldier  at  a greater  Di- 
ftance  from  his  Perfon,  or  order  him  to  be  punifli’d  if  he  again 
offer’d  to  appear  before  him. 

Some  Evenings  he  us’d  to  play  with  Cortez at  Tololoque , which 
is  a Game  with  little  Balls  of  Gold  with  which  they  endea- 
vour’d to  ftrike  down  certain  fmall  Pins  of  the  fame  Metal,  at 
a proportionable  Diftance  : They  play’d  for  Jewels,  or  other 
Curiofities,  which  were  loft  or  won  upon  Five  Marks.  Mo- 
tezuma  diftributed  his  Winnings  amongft  the  Spaniards,  and 
Cortez,  gave  his  to  the  Emperor’s  inferior  Officers.  He  would 
fometimes  rally  <Pedro  de  Jherado,  who  counted  for  them, 
for  his  marking  in  Favour  of  Cortez^  and  reproach’d  him  after 
a pleafant  Manner,  for  being  a bad  Reckoner  5 neverthelels 
he  defir’d  him  to  mark,  and  take  Care  to  keep  a fair  Ac- 
count. 

He  preferv’d  the  Sentiments  of  a Prince,  even  at  Play  3 re- 
garding the  Lofs  as  an  EffeCt  of  Hazard,  and  the  Gain  as  a Re- 
ward of  Victory. 

They  did  not  omit  in  thofe  private  Converfations  to  introduce 
the  SubjeCt  of  Religion.  Corte ^ difeours’d  him  feveral  Times, 
endeavouring  with  Gentlenefs  to  make  him  fenfible  of  his 
Error.  Fryar  'Bartolemeo  de  Olmedo  feconded  his  Arguments  witli 
the  like  Piety,  but  with  far  greater  Energy.  Donna  Marina  ve- 
ry carefully  interpreted  thefeDifcourfes,  adding  her  own  private 
Reafons,  as  a Perfon  newly  undeceiv’d,  who  had  ftill  frcfli 
in  her  Memory  the  Motives  which  converted  her  : But  the  De- 
vil had  got  fuch  an  Afceridant  over  his  Mind,  that  he  buffer'd 
his  own  natural  Reafon  to  be  fo  enflav’d,  that  no  Arguments 
were  of  Force  enough  to  touch  his  obdurate  Heart.  It  was  not 
known  whether  he  had  a Communication  with  the  Devil,  or 
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if  he  continued  to  appear  to  him  as  ufual,  after  the  Spaniards 
arriv’d  at  Mexico  5 on  the  contrary,  it  was  believ’d  as  certain 
that  from  the  firft  Appearance  of  the  Croft  of  Chrift  in  that 
City,  all  thofe  infernal  Invocations  loft  their  Force,  and  the 
Oracles  became  filent.  But  that  deluded  Prince  was  fo  blind 
and  abandon  d to  his  Errors,  that  he  had  no  Manner  of  Incli- 
nation to  relinquish  them,  or  to  advantage  himfelf  by  the 
Light  which  was  fet  before  him : This  Hardnefs  of  Heart  was 
perhaps  the  miferable  Effect  of  his  other  Vices  and  Enormi- 
ties, with  which  he  had  difpleas'd  God  5 or  a Chaftifement 
for  that  very  Negligence  of  hearing  and  not  purfuing  the 
Truth. 

After  Twenty  Days,  or  fomewhat  more,  the  Captain  of  the 
Guard,  who  had  been  fent  to  the  Frontiers  of  Vera  Cru re- 
turn d,  bringing  Qualpopoca , and  other  Captains  of  the  Army 
Prifoners,  who  upon  Sight  of  the  Royal  Signet,  had  furrender’d 
themfelves  without  Refiftance.  The  Prifoners  were  conducted 
into  the  Apartment  of  Motezuma,  who,  by  the  Permiflion  of 
Corte^  Spoke  to  them,  but  with  Referve;  for  he  was  defirous 
they  Should  conceal  the  Order  he  had  given  them,  and  Suffer 
themfelves  to  be  deceiv’d  by  this  exterior  Shew  of  Confidence 
which  he  feem’d  to  repofe  in  them.  The  Captain  himfelf 
went  afterwards  with  them  to  the  Apartment  of  Cortez,  to 
whom  he  deliver’d  them,  faying  on  the  Part  of  his  Mafter, 

“ That  he  had  fent  them  to  him,  that  he  might  find  out  the 

Truth,  and,  at  his  own  Djfcretron,  inflict  upon  them  what 
“ Punifhment  he  thought  they  deferv’d.”  Cone ^ Shut  himfelf 
up  with  them,  and  they  prefently  pleaded  Guilty  to  all  their 
Charges,  acknowledging,  That  they  had  Violated  the  Deace  by  their 
own  Authority  3 had  provok'd  the  Spaniards  of  Vera  Cruz  with  their 
Hojlihties , and  had  procur'd  the  Death  o/Arguillo,  kill'd  by  their  Order 
tn  cold  Blood,  tho  a Dri/oner  of  War.  All  this  they  confefs’d  with- 
out once  mentioning  that  they  had  any  Commiflion  for  fo  do- 
ing  from  Motezuma , till  perceiving  that  thePunifhment  they  had 
been  threaten’d  with  was  no  Jeft,  they  endeavour’d  to  bring  him 

in  for  an  Accomplice,  in  order  to  Save  their  Lives  : But  Cortez  ut- 
terly refus’d  to  giveEar  to  thatEvafion,  treating  it  as  a mere  Chi- 
mera and  Invention  of  theirs,  merely  to  excufe  themfelves.  They 
were  judg’d  by  a Court  Martial,  and  receiv  d Sentence  of  Death 
with  the  Circumftance  of  having  their  Bodies  publickly  burn’d’ 
before  the  Royal  Palace,  as  Criminals  who  had  incurr’d  the  Pe- 
nalty of  High  Treafon. 


Meafures 
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Meafures  were  immediately  taken  for  the  Execution,  it  being 
thought  neceflary  not  to  delay  it  : But  Cortc ^ fearing  Mo- 
te^uma  sRefentment,  and  that  he  might  endeavour  to  defend  thofe 
who  were  to  die  for  having  executed  his  Orders,  refolv’d  to  ter- 
rify him,  by  fome  daring  ACtion,  which  fhould  have  threatening 
Appearances,  and  remind  him  of  the  Subjection  in  which  he 
was.  To  this  Purpofe  he  bethought  himfelf  of  another  bold 
Stroke,  to  which  he  was  certainly  induc’d  by  the  great  Facility 
with  which  he  depriv’d  him  of  his  Liberty,  and  the  unexpected 
Patience  with  which  he  bore  his  Confinement.  He  order’d 
fome  of  thofe  Fetters  to  be  brought  which  they  us’d  to  carry 
with  them  for  Criminals,  and  with  thofe,  carry’d  openly  in  the 
Hands  of  a Soldier,  Cortc ^ came  into  the  Prefence  of  Mote^tma, 
and  with  him  cameDorina  Marina,  and  Three  or  Fourof  hi:s  Cap- 
drains.  He  did  not  omit  the  RefpeCts  with  which  he  was  wont 
to  accoft  him  5 but  railing  his  Voice,  and  with  more  Earneft- 
nefs  in  his  Countenance  than  ordinary,  he  told  him,  “ That 
“ Qualpopoca,  and  the  other  Delinquents,  now  condemn’d  to 
“ fuffer  Death,  had  confefs’d  their  Crime,  and  had  been  found 
“ deferving  of  the  Sentence  j but  added,  that  they  had  accus’d 
“ him,  affirming  they  had  aCted  wholly  by  his  Orders  5 and 
u that  therefore  it  was  necelfary  that  he  fhould  expiate  for 
“ thofe  ftrong  Prefumptions  by  fome  perfonal  Mortification  : 
“ And  that  Kings,  tho’  they  were  not  liable  to  ordinary  Punifh- 
“ ments,  were  yetfubjeCl  to  a fuperior  Law,  which  commands 
<c  Crowns,  and  ought,  in  fome  RefpeCts,  to  imitate  the  Guilty, 
“ when  they  found  themfelves  culpable,  and  were  defirous  to 
‘‘  fatisfy  Divine  Juftice.’’  Having  faid  this,  he  commanded,  with 
an  Air  of  Authority  and  Refolution,  that  they  fhould  put  Mo - 
tezuma  in  Fetters,  without  fuffering  any  Reply  j and  leaving 
him  in  that  Condition,  turn’d  his  Back  and  retir’d  to  his  Apart- 
ment, giving  frefh  Orders  to  his  Guards,  that  for  the  prelent 
they  fhould  not  fuffer  him  to  have  any  Manner  of  Commu- 
nication with  his  Minifters. 

So  great  was  the  Aftonifhment  of  Motezuma , to  fee  himfelf 
treated  with  fo  much  Ignominy,  that  at  firlt  he  wanted  Force 
to  refill,  and  afterwards  Speech  to  complain.  He  remain’d  a 
good  while  like  one  infenlible  5 and  his  Servants  who  attended 
him,  accompany’d  his  Grief  with  Lamentation,  without  prefu- 
ming to  fpeakj  throwing  themfelves  at  his  Feet,  to  bear  the 
Weight  of  his  Fetters.  He  recover’d  from  hisfirft  Confufionand 
Amazement,  and  began  to  break  out  into  Impatience,  but  foon 
put  a Curb  upon  himlelf  $ and  attributing  the  unhappy  Circum- 
2 fiances, 
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ftances,  to  which  he  was  reduc’d,  to  the  Will  of  his  Gods, 
waited  the  Event,  not  without  Apprehenfions.  that  his  Life  was 
in  Danger : But  foon  recalling  to  Mind  who  he  was,  he  intre- 
pidly expected  his  Fate. 

Cortez^  loll:  no  Time  in  the  Execution  of  what  he  had  re- 
folv’d  upon.  The  Criminals  were  brought  forth  to  receive 
their  Punifihment  5 all  necelfary  Precautions  having  firft  been 
taken,  to  prevent  any  Oppofition  that  might  be  made.  The 
Execution  was  perform’d  in  Sight  of  an  innumerable  Concourfe 
of  People,  not  fo  much  as  one  diforder’d  Voice  being  heard, 
nor  was  there  the  leaf!  Ground  for  Jealoufy.  The  People  were 
feiz’d  with  a Terror,  which  was  mix’d  with  Admiration  and 
Refpeft.  They  greatly  wonder’d  at  the  Authority  thofe  Stran- 
gers alfum’d,  who,  at  the  moll,  ought  to  have  behav’d  them- 
ielves  only  as  Embalfadors  from  another  Prince:  But  they  did 
not  prefume  to  call  their  Power  in  queftion,  feeing  it  was  efta- 
blifh’d  with  their  own  Soveraign’s  Approbation,  which  was  the 
Reafon  that  they  flock’d  in  Crowds  to  behold  that  Spe&acle, 
with  a Kind  of  mortify ’d  Sedatenefs,  or  rather  Infenfibility, 
which,  without  knowing  in  what  it  confided,  gave  Way  to  Fear. 
It  was  of  great  Help,  on  this  Occafion,  that  the  Invafion  of 
Qualpopoca  was  ill  receiv’d  among  the  Mexicans , and  that  he  had 
aggravated  his  Crime,  and  render’d  it  far  more  horrible,  by 
having  had  the  Prefumption  to  charge  his  Soveraign  as  art 
Accomplice,  which  pafled  as  a Thing  incredible,  and  evert 
had  the  Accufation  been  true,  fhould  have  been  punifh'd  as  in- 
lolent  and  feditious.  This  Execution  mull  be  regarded  as  the 
Third  bold  A<5tion  of  Corte which  was  effected , as  has 
been  obferv’d,  upon  very  irregular  Principles : He  had  de- 
termin  d upon  it,  and  had  thought  it  very  convenient,  and 
not  impolfible.  He  knew  the  Genius  of  the  People  he  had  to 
deal  with,  and  was  no  Stranger  to  the  Value  of  the  great 
Pledge  he  had  in  his  Power,  whatfoever  might  happen.  Let 
us  leave  him  to  the  Life  of  his  own  Reafon,  or  at  leaft  not 
bring  it  into  the  Judgment  of  the  Hiftory,  contenting  ourfelves 
witl^relating  the  Faft  as  it  pafs’d,  which,  after  being  executed, 
prov’d  of  great  Conference  for  the  Security  of  the  Spaniards 
at  Vera  Cru and  Rifled,  at  that  Time,  thole  Rumours  which 
began  to  difturb  the  Mexican  Nobility. 

io)tesz  immediately  return  d to  the  Emperor’s  Apartment, 
and,  with  a chearful  Countenance,  courteoufly  addrels’d  him, 
faying,  “ The  Tray  tors,  My  Lord,  who  have  been  fo  bold 
“ as  to  biemifh  your  Chara&er,  have  receiv’d  condign  Punifh- 
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“ ment  ; and  you  yourfelf  have  fufficiently  comply  d with 
££  your  Obligation,  by  fubmitting  to  the  Juflice  of  God,  with 
“ this  little  Intermiftion  of  your  Liberty.”  Then  immediately 
he  order’d  the  Fetters  to  be  taken  off,  or  as  fome  Authors  re- 
port, he  put  himfelf  on  his  Knees,  and  took  them  off  with 
his  own  Hands  : And  it  is  probable,  that,  out  of  his  innate 
Prudence,  he  might  endeavour,  with  fuch  a Piece  of  Courtely, 
to  give  a greater  Recommendation  to  the  Redrefs  of  his  ill 
Treatment.  Mote^uma  receiv’d  that  Part  of  his  Liberty  with  a 
tumultuous  Joy.  He  embrac’d  Corte^  Two  or  Three  Times, 
and  feem’d  as  if  he  would  never  have  done  with  his  thankful 
Acknowledgments. 

Then  they  both  fat  down,  and  enter’d  into  amicable  Con- 
verfation,  and  Corte ^ us’d  another  Piece  of  Policy  with  him,  be- 
ing what  he  was  continually  meditating  upon  5 for  he  order’d  all 
the  Guards  to  retire,  and  gave  him  to  underiland,  that  when- 
ever he  pleas’d  he  might  return  to  his  Palace,  the  Caufe  of  his 
Detention  being  now  taken  off.  This  Offer  he  made  him,  as 
being  very  fure  he  would  not  accept  it  ; for  he  had  frequently 
heard  him  firmly  and  refolutely  declare,  That  it  was  by  no 
Means  convenient  for  him  to  think  of  returning  to  his  Pa- 
lace, or  of  leaving  the  Spaniards , till  fuch  Time  as  they  fhould 
retire  from  his  Court;  for  that  he  fhould  greatly  fuffer  in  his 
Reputation,  when  it  fhould  be  known  amongft  his  Valfals,  that 
he  had  receiv’d  Liberty  from  a foreign  Hand.  A Thought 
which  has  been  fince  father’d  upon  Motezuma  as  his  own,  but 
was  indeed  influenc’d  into  him  by  Donna  Marina  and  fome  Cap- 
tains, who  reprefented  that  to  him  at  the  Inflance  of  Corte  Zj 
who  made  Ufe  of  his  own  Reafon  of  State,  to  hold  him  more 
Secure  in  Prifon.  But  at  this  Time,  Motezuma  knowing  what 
Corte ^ meant  by  that  Offer,  quitted  the  firfl  Motive  as  foreign 
to  his  prefent  Purpofe,  and  made  Ufe  of  another  more  art- 
ful ; for  he  anfwer’d,  “ That  he  was  very  much  oblig’d  to 
‘£  him  for  the  Intention  he  had  to  reftore  him  to  his  Palace; 
££  but  that  he  had  taken  a Refolution  to  continue  where  he 
££  was,  out  of  Regard  to  the  Spaniards ; for  he  knew  very  well, 
££  that  affoon  as  he  fhould  be  in  his  Palace,  his  Nobility  and 
££  Minifters  would  prefs  him  to  take  up  Arms  againfl:  them, 
<£  for  a Satisfaction  of  the  Wrong  he  had  receiv’d.”  By  thefe 
Means  he  defir’d  they  fhould  underftand,  that  he  was  con- 
tented to  remain  in  Prifon  for  their  Security,  and  to  protect 
them  with  his  Authority.  Corte ^ prais’d  his  Defign,  and  made 
Acknowledgments  for  the  Care  he  had  of  them,  as  if  he  in* 
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tirely  believ’d  all  he  /aid.  They  both  remain’d  fatisfy’d  with 
their  dexterous  Management,  believing  they  underllood  each 
other  perfe&Jy  well ; and,  for  their  mutual  Conveniency,  fuf- 
fer’d  themfelves  to  be  deceiv’d,  with  that  Sort  of  Cunning,  or 
Diffimulation,  which  Politicians  place  among  the  Myfteries  of 
Prudence,  bellowing  the  Name  of  Virtue  upon  that  which 
indeed  is  nothing  but  Artifice  and  Policy. 


The  End  of  the  Third  Book. 
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Of  the  CONQUEST  of 

MEXICO , or  NEW  SPAIN. 

BOOK  IV. 


CHAP.  I. 

Motezuma  is  permitted  to  be  feeri  in  publick , go- 
ing out  to  the  T emples  and  Recreations.  Cort e z 
takes  fame  necejjary  Precautions.  The  Spaniards 
are  in  Doubt , at  this  Time , whether  they Jhould over- 
throw the  Idols  of  Mexico,  or  wait  for  a properer 
Occafion. 

ROM  this  Day  forward  Mote^uma  remain’d  a 
voluntary  Prifoner  of  the  Spaniards,  and  was  be- 
loved of  all  for  his  Courtefy  and  Liberality. 
His  own  Servants  and  Attendants  had  been  hi- 
therto unacquainted  with  his  Gentlenefs  and 
Moderation,  as  being  Virtues  he  had  acquir  d by  his  Conver- 
fation  with  Strangers,  and  far  from  his  own  natural  Temper. 
He  very  often  confirm’d  the  Sincerity  of  his  Mind,  both  by 
Words  and  Actions : And  when  he  thought  he  had  fecur’d  and 
merited  the  Confidence  of  Corley  he  refolv’d  to  try  him,  asking 
his  Permifuon  to  vifit  iome  of  his  Temples,  giving  his  Word 
he  would  return  punctually  to  his  Prifon,  for  fo  he  us’d  to  call 
it  when  none  of  his  own  People  wereprefent  : He  acquainted 
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him,  “ That  he  defir’d  now  for  his  own  Conveniency,  and 
“ for  the  fake  of  the  Spaniards  themfelves,  to  fliew  himfelf  to 
<c  his  Subjects  5 for  that  they  began  to  furmife,  that  he  was 
“ detain’d  in  that  Confinement  by  Force,  feeing  the  Caufe  of  his 
“ Detenfion  was  ceas’d  by  the  Punifhment  of  Qualpopoca.  And 
“ that  it  was  to  be  fear’d,  fome  Commotion,  more  than  bare- 
“ ly  popular,  might  happen,  if  he  did  not  fpeedily  prevent  it 
“ by  this  Mark  ol  his  Liberty.”  Hernan  Corte % fenhble  how 
much  he  was  in  the  right,  and  defirous  likewife  to  humour 
the  Mexicans , anfwer’d  freely  and  courteoufiy,  “ That  he  might 
“ go  when,  and  wherever  he  pleas’d,  and  that  he  attributed  his 
“ making  fuch  a Requeft  to  the  Excefs  of  his  Goodnefs,  feeing 
“ both  himfelf  and  all  his  People,  were  intircly  at  his  Service; 
“ but  that  he  joyfully  accepted  the  Promife  he  made  him  of 
(C  not  changing  his  Place  of  Refidence,  as  one  extremely  defi- 
“ rousnottobe  depriv’d  of  the  Honour  he  had  receiv’d.” 

His  Purpofe  to  vifit  the  Temples  caufed  fome  Scruples  in 
the  General ; but  to  make  the  bell  Conditions  he  could,  he 
obtain’d  of  him  to  abolifh  all  human  Sacrifices  from  that  Day  ; 
contenting  himfelf  with  this  Pare  of  the  Remedy,  fince  it  was 
not  yet  Time  to  go  about  to  endeavouf  a total  Reformation  of 
their  Errors  ■ and  where  we  cannot  make  Ufe  of  the  beft  Means 
it  is  Prudence  to  divjde  the  Difficulty,  and  overcome  Incon- 
veniencies  by  Degrees.  Mote^uma  confented  to  this,  effectually 
prohibiting  thofe  Sorts  of  Sacrifices  in  all  the  Temples : And 
tho’  it  may  be  doubted,  whether  that  Order  was  exaCtly  com- 
ply’d  wfih?  yet  it  is  certain,  that  nothing  like  it  was  aCted  in 
publick  5 and  if  they  ever  did  perform  them,  it  was  with  their 
Gates  (hut,  as  if  they  were  doing  fomething  that  was  criminal 
and  unlawful. 

His  firft  Sally  was  to  the  principal  Temple  of  the  City,  with 
his  accuftom’d  Pomp  and  Attendance  : He  took  fome  Spa- 
nurds  along  with  him,  calling  them  himfelf,  by  Way  of  Pre- 
vention, to  avoid  the  Shame  of  having  them  order’d  to  attend 
him  either  as  Guards  or  Witneffes  of  his  Actions.  The  People 
celebrated  this  Firft  Appearance  of  their  Soveraign  with  great 
Acclamations  of  Joy.  Every  one  ftrove  with  Emulation  to 
exprefs  the  general  Satisfaction  by  fuch  publick  Applaufes : 
Not  that  they  truly  lov’d  him,  or  that  they  had  forgot  the  Op- 
preffions  under  which  they  labour’d  ; but  at  this  Time  Duty 
got  the  better  of  their  Inclinations,  and  a Crown  has  its  In- 
fluence, altho’  it  be  upon  the  Head  of  a Tyrant.  He  receiv’d 
their  Acclamations  with  an  Air  of  Majefty,  and  was,  that  Day, 
very  liberal  in  bellowing  Favours  upon  his  Nobles,  and  likewife 
1 in 
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in  diftributing  Gifts  among  the  Populace.  He  afterwards  went 
up  to  the  Temple,  refting  on  the  Arms  of  the  Priefts,  and 
having  comply’d  with  fome  of  the  leaft  fcandalous  Rites  of 
his  Worfhip,  return  d to  the  Quarters,  where  he  again  com- 
plimented the  Spaniards,  declaring,  “ That  the  Satisfaction  he  had 
“ in  refiding  among  them,  made  him  no  lei's  deftrous  to  re- 
£t  turn,  than  the  Difcharge  of  his  Promife. 

He  continued  to  go  Abroad  when  he  pleas’d,  without  any 
Thing  extraordinary  happening,  fometimes  to  the  Palace  where 
he  kept  his  Wives,  at  other  Times  to  his  Temples,  and  Pleafure- 
Houfes,  always  ufing  the  Ceremony  of  asking  Leave  of  Corte 
or  taking  him  along  with  him,  when  what  he  went  about 
would  decently  admit  of  his  Company  j but  he  never  lay  a 
Night  out  of  the  Quarters,  nor  fo  much  as  once  mention’d 
the  changing  of  his  Habitation  5 on  the  contrary  the  Mexicans 
began  to  look  upon  this  Perfeverance  of  their  Emperor’s  as 
the  Effedt  of  his  Love  to  the  Spaniards  : So  that  now  the  Mini- 
vers and  Nobles  of  the  City  vifxted  Corte ^ making  Ufe  of  his 
Intereft  to  gain  their  Pretenfions  ; and  all  the  Spaniards , that 
were  more  particularly  efteemed  by  Corte were  both  prefented 
and  flatter  d : The  common  Method  of  all  Courts  $ where  by 
Intreaties  and  Addrefles,  thofe  Idols  call’d  the  Prince’s  Favourites, 
are  in  a Manner  worfhipped. 

During  this  Tranquillity,  Corte ^ did  not  negledt  thofe  Pre- 
cautions which  were  thought  conducive  to  his  Security,  nor  to 
forward  thofe  high  Defigns  which  were  forming  in  his  Mind, 
tho  as  yet  without  any  determinate  Objcdt,  or  knowing  whi- 
ther the  obfcure  Flattery  of  his  Hopes  would  carry  him.  Im- 
mediately upon  the  Vacancy  of  the  Government  of  Vera  Cruzi, 
by  the  Death  of  Juan  de  Efcalante , and  that  the  Ways  were  clear  d 
from  Danger  by  the  Punifhment  of  the  Criminals,  he  nam'd 
Captain  Gonzalo  de  Sandoval  for  that  Employment  : And  becaufe, 
in  the  prefent  Pofture  of  Affairs,  he  would  not  part  with  fo  fer- 
viceable  a Commander,  he  fent  in  Quality  of  his  Lieutenant, 
certain  private  Soldier,  nam  d Alonfo  de  GrudoJ  a Man  of  Senle 
and  Ability,  but  of  an  unquiet  turbulent  Spirit,  one  of  thofe 
who  had  diftinguifh  d themfelves  in  the  paft  Difturbances.  It 
was  believ  d,  he  gave  him  that  Employment  both  to  fatisfy 
him,  and  to  get  him  out  of  the  Way  : But  it  was  no  found 
Point  of  Policy  to  put  a Perfon  fo  little  to  be  depended  on,  in  a 
Place  that  was  kept  for  a Retreat,  and  againft  any  Attempts 
which  might  be  fear  d from  the  Ifle  of  Cuba.  His  Affiffance 
in  that  Port  might  have  provd  a great  Convenience,  if  the 
Yeffels  which  'Diego  Velafque^ had  fet  out  in  Profecuti on  of  his 
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ancient  Claim  had  arriv’d  a little  fooner.  But  Alonfo  de  Crado 
himfelf,  by  his  own  Proceedings,  rectify ’d  the  Error  of  his  Ele- 
ction : For  in  a few  Days  after,  there  were  fo  many  Complaints 
fent  from  the  Inhabitants,  and  the  Towns  thereabouts,  that  it 
was  ncceffary  to  bring  him  away  Prifoner,  and  to  fend  the 
Governor  himfelf. 

Upon  the  Occafions  of  thefe  Journeys  to  and  fro,  Hernan 
Cortc^  order’d,  That  they  fhould  bring  fome  Cordage,  Sails, 
Nails,  and  other  Spoils  of  the  Ships  which  had  been  bor  d, 
with  a Defign  to  build  two  Brigantines,  that  he  might  com- 
mand the  PalTage  of  the  Lake 3 for  he  could  not  put  out  of 
his  Mind  thofe  broken  Expreflions  which  the  Tla/calans  had 
heard  concerning  cutting  away  the  Bridges,  and  ruining  the 
Caufeys.  He  brought  it  about,  fo  that  Motezuma  himfelf 
defir’d  it,  with  the  Pretence  of  feeing  the  Nature  of  the  large 
Embarcations  ufed  in  Spain , and  the  great  Eafe  with  which 
they  mov’d,  the  Wind  doing  the  Service  of  Oars  3 a Curiofity 
which  intirely  furpafs’d  their  Imagination,  nor  could  they  ever 
comprehend  without  ocular  Demonftration,  becaufe  the  Mexi- 
cans were  wholly  ignorant  of  the  Ufe  of  Sails,  and  thought  it 
would  be  a great  Conveniency,  and  redound  very  much  to 
their  Advantage,  to  have  their  Mariners  inftru&ed  in  this  Art. 
It  was  not  long  before  all  that  had  been  fent  for,  from  Vera- 
Cruzj  arriv’d  3 and  the  Building  of  the  Veflels  was  begun  by 
fome  Artifts  of  that  Profeffion,  who  had  lifted  in  the  Army 
for  Soldiers : The  Carpenters  of  the  City  cutting  and  bringing 
the  Timber  by  Motezuma  s Order  3 fo  that  in  a few  Days  the 
Brigantines  were  finifh’d,  and  the  Emperor  himfelf  refolv’d  to 
make  the  firft  Trial,  embarking  with  the  Spaniards , that  he 
might  take  a nearer  View  of  the  furprizing  Curiofity  of  that 
Sort  of  Navigation.  For  this  Purpofe  he  pitch’d  upon  one  of 
their  moft  folemn  Hunting  Days,  in  a Place  where  the  Lake  runs 
within  the  Land,  that  he  might  have  Time  enough  for  his  Ob- 
fervations : And  on  the  Day  appointed,  all  the  Canoes  belong- 
ing to  the  Royal  Equipage  were  early  in  the  Morning  upon 
the  Lake,  with  his  whole  Family,  Retinue,  and  Huntfmen,  re- 
inforcing the  Number  of  Rowers,  and  ordering  them  to  ex- 
ert themfelves,  not  without  a Prefumption  that  they  ihould 
gain  Credit  by  their  Lightnefs,  to  the  Difgrace  of  the  Spanifh 
Veffels,  which,  in  their  Opinions,  were  heavy.,  and  difficult  to 
govern : But  it  was  not  long  before  they  were  undeceiv’d  5 for 
the  Brigantines  fet  out  with  Sails  and  Oars,  Opportunely  fa- 
vour’d by  the  Wind,  and  left  the  Canoes  a long  Way  behind, 
to  the  great  Admiration  of  the  Indians.  This  was  a Day1  of 
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great  Diverfion  to  the  Spaniards,  as  well  for  the  Novelty  and 
Manner  of  Hunting,  as  for  Coftlinefs  and  Magnificence  of  the 
Banquets : And  Moteywia  took  great  Pleafure  in  rallying  his 
Rowers  for  their  vain  Endeavours  to  come  up  with  the  Bri- 
gantines, and  glory’d  in  the  Victory  of  the  Spaniards  as  his  own. 
After  their  Return,  the  whole  City  wont  out  in  Shoals  to  be- 
hold thofe  floating  Houfes,  as  they  term'd  them  in  their  Lan- 
guaoe.  The  Novelty  of  the  Thing  had  its  ordinary  Effects, 
and°above  all,  the  Indians  admir'd  the  Management  of  the  Rud- 
der, and  the  Sails,  which  to  their  thinking,  commanded  both 
the'water  and  the  Wind  : An  Invention,  which  the  moft  ju- 
dicious among  them  admir’d  as  a Dexterity  intirely  beyond 
their  Comprehenfion,  and  the  Vulgar,  as  an  Art  more  than 
Natural,  and  a Dominion  over  the  Elements  themfelves.  1 he 
Refult  of  all  was,  that  thofe  Brigantines,  which  were  built  with 
a greater  View,  were  much  applauded  3 and  the  prudent  l ore- 
fight  of  Cortex  had  this  happy  Effect,  That  he  did  what  was 
neceffary,  and  gain’d  great  Reputation. 

At  the  fame  Time,  he  was  laying  fuch  other  Schemes  as 
his  active  Vigilance  didfated.  He  introduc’d,  in  Difcourfe  with 
Motezuma , and  his  Nobles  who  came  qo  vifit  him,  the  Greatnefs 
of  his  Soveraign,  extolling  his  Clemency,  and  aggrandizing 
his  Power  ; gaining  them  to  his  Opinion,  with  fo  much  Ad- 
drefs,  that  they  began  generally  to  delne  the  Alliance  he  pio- 
pos’d,  and  an  eftablifh’d  Commerce  with  the  Spaniards,  as  the 
Intereft  of  the  Mexican  Monarchy.  He  likewife  made  fome 
important  Difcoveries  by  Way  of  Convention,  and  pure  Cu- 
riofity.  He  informed  himfelf  very  particularly  of  the  Strength 
and  Extent  of  the  Mexican  Empire  3 of  its  Provinces,  Con- 
fines, Mountains,  Rivers,  and  principal  Mines : Of  the  Di- 
ftances  of  both  Seas,  their  Qualities,  Roads,  and  Harbours: 
And  he  was  fo  far  from  exprefling  the  leafih  Concern  about  hi? 
Obfervations  and  Inquifitivenefs,  that  Moteyma,  for  his  bet- 
ter Information,  and  to  gratify  his  Curiofity , order'd  his 
Painter, with  the  Afliftance  of  skilful  People,  to  draw  out  all  his 
Dominions  on  a Piece  of  Cloth, like  our  Maps,  which  fhew’d  him 
every  Particular  that  was  worth  taking  Notice  of.  He  alfo 
permitted  fome  Spaniards  to  go  and  take  a View  of  the  molt 
celebrated  Mines,  as  likewife  of  the  Ports  and  Bays  which  were 
capable  of  Shipping.  This  Henm  Corte^  propos’d  to  him, 
under  Pretext  of  carrying  a diftin&  Relation?  to  his  Prince  of 
every  Thing  that  was^remarkable  j to  which  MoteWnm  noc 
only  give  his  Confent,  but  order’d  fome  of  hjs  Soldiers  ^ac- 
company them,  and  difpatch’d  Orders  that  they  fhould  have 
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free  Admittance,  and  be  inftruded  in  whatever  they  defir’d 
to  know ; a convincing  Sign  that  he  had  no  Sufpicion,  and 
that  his  Tongue  and  Heart  went  together.  But  at  this  very 
Jun&ure,  when  the  Spaniards  had  moft  Reafon  to  avoid  darting 
any  Innovations,  as  pernicious  and  dangerous  to  publick  Quiet, 
and  good  Underftanding  between  them  and  the  Mexicans , our 
Historians  mention  a Refolution  of  theirs,  fo  intirely  prepofte- 
rous  and  inconfiftent  with  the  reft  of  their  Adions,  and  fo 
very  unfeafonable,  that  we  are  inclin’d  to  call  the  Truth  of  it 
in  Queftion,  notwithstanding  we  have  no  Sufficient  Pveafons  to 
omit  it.  Bernal  Via ^ del  Caftillo  fays,  as  does  likewife  Francifco 
Lopettde  Gemara,  agreeing  Sometimes  in  that  which  was  moft 
unlikely,  That  they  had  refolv’d  to  overthrow  all  the  Idols  of 
Mexico , and  to  turn  the  principal  Temple  into  a Church  : That 
they  fally’d  out  to  put  in  Execution  what  they  determin’d,  not- 
withstanding Motezima  refifted,  and  endeavour’d  to  hinder 
them  : That  the  Priefts  took  up  Arms,  and  the  whole  City 
rofc  in  Defence  of  their  Gods:  That  the  Conteft  lafted,  with- 
out coming  to  Blows,  till  fuch  Time,  as  for  the  Publick  Quiet, 
the  Idols  were  fuffer’d  to  remain  in  their  Places  5 andaChappel 
was  cleans’d,  and  an  Altar  ereded  within  the  fame  Temple, 
where  they  plac’d  the  Crofs  of  Christ,  and  the  Image  of 
His  moft  blelfed  Mother : Mafs  was  Sung  with  great  Solemni- 
nity,  and  the  Altar  continu’d  many  Days  ; the  very  Priefts 
of  the  Idols  taking  Care  to  keep  it  neat,  and  to  adorn  it.  And 
this  Account  Antonio  de  Herrera  likewife  gives,  but  differs  from 
both  thofe  Authors,  by  adding  fome  Circumftances  which  pafs 
the  Limits  of  Embellifhment,  if  fuch  Rhetorick  may  be  al- 
low’d an  Hiftorian  : For  he  defcribes  a Proceffion  of  the  Spa- 
niards all  in  Arms,  which  was  made,  in  order  to  condud  the 
holy  Images  to  the  Temple ; pens  the  very  fame  Speech  that 
Corte ^ made,  or  rather  that  which  he  would  perfuade  us  he 
made  before  the  Crucifix  ; and  recounts  a Kind  of  Miracle  his 
Devotion  produc’d;  taking  upon  him  to  fay,  on  what  Foun- 
dation we  know  not,  That  a little  after,  the  Mexicans  muti- 
ny’d  upon  Account  of  the  Want  of  Rain  to  refrefh  their  parch’d 
Fields : That  they  came  to  Corte^  in  a tumultuous  Manner,  com- 
plaining, that  their  Gods  refus’d  to  fend  them  any  Rain,  be- 
caufe  he  had  introduc’d  ftrange  Deities  into  their  Temples : 
And  that  to  appeafe  thofe  feditious  People,  he  promis’d  them, 
on  the  Part  of  his  God,  a plentiful  Shower  of  Rain  within  a 
few  Hours,  which  Promife  Heaven  punctually  made  good,  to 
the  great  Admiration  of  Mote^uma,  and  the  whole  City. 
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We  fhall  noc  couch  upon  the  Engagement  he  laid  himfelf 
under,  by  promifing  Miracles  to  Infidels  for  Proof  of  the  Truth 
of  Religion,  which  might  poflibly  have  happen’d  thro'’  the 
Vehemence  of  his  Zeal  ; nor  fhall  we  wonder  at  the  miracu- 
lous Succefs:  For  he  might  likewife  have  had,  at  that  Juncture, 
fome  Spark  of  that  lively  Faith  which  merits  and  performs  Mi- 
racles. But  the  very  Adlion  itfelf  is  fo  diffonant;  fo  extremely 
repugnant  to  Reafon,  that  it  is  difficult  to  believe  it  any  way 
confident,  either  with  the  Warinefs  and  Character  of  Ctirte^, 
or  the  Difpofition  and  Learning  of  Fryar  <Bartolom $ de  Olrnedo. 

But  fuppofe  the  Adtion  of  overthrowing  all  the  Idols  of 
Mexico  had  fucceeded  at  that  Time,  and  after  the  Manner  re- 
lated 5 fince  it  is  fometimes  lawful  for  an  Hifforian  to  pafs  his 
Judgment  upon  the  Fadts  he  relates  $ we  find  in  this  fevcral 
Objections  which  oblige  us,  at  lead,  to  doubt  the  Certainty  ol 
fuch  a Determination,  in  fo  populous  a City,  where  it  might 
reafonably  be  held  impoffible  to  effedt  what  was  found  fo  diffi- 
cult in  Cozamel.  They  were  upon  a good  Footing  with  Mote- 
%uma:  All  the  Security  they  enjoy'd  depended  wholly  upon  his 
Favour:  He  had  not  given  them  the  lead  Hopes  of  admitting 
the  Gofpel  j but  on  the  contrary  was  inflexible,  and  obdinate 
in  his  Idolatry.  The  Mexicans , befides  the  Bigottry  with  which 
they  worlfiipp’d  their  Idols,  and  defended  their  Errors,  were 
very  much  difpos’d  to  didurb  the  Spaniards.  What  Prudence 
then  could  there  be  in  undertaking  fo  unfeafonable  an  Affair 
againd  the  Inclination  of  Mote^tima  ? If  we  look  toward  the 
Views  with  which  it  was  pretended  to  have  been  done,  we  fhall 
find  them  intirely  ufelefs,  and  inconfident  with  Reafon.  To 
begin  the  Converfion  and  Undeceiving  of  Idolaters  by  deflroying 
their  Idols  : To  regard  an  unprofitable  outfide  Shew  as  the  Tri- 
umph of  Religion  : To  place  the  holy  Images  in  a Place  un- 
clean and  detedable;  leaving  them  to  the  Difpofal  of  Tagan 
Prieds,  expos’d  to  Irreverence,  Profanenefs,  and  Sacrilege  : And 
ladly,  to  celebrate,  amongd  the  Reprefentations  of  the  Devil, 
the  ineffable  Sacrifice  of  the  Mafs.  Antonio  de  Herrera  qualifies  \ 
thefe  Undertakings  with  the  Title  of  memorable  Adtions.  Let 
thofe  judge  who  fhall  read  it : We  for  our  Parts  do  not  find 
any  proper  Reafon,  either  Politick  or  Chridian,  to  folve  fo 
many  Inconveniencies.  So  leaving  this  Point  of  the  Story 
doubtful  and  undecided,  we  fhall  only  add,  that  we  had  much 
rather,  that  either  thefe  Irregularities  had  never  happen’d  after  the 
Manner  they  are  related,  or  that  incredible  Truths  had  never 
been  admitted  in  Hidory. 
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CHAR  II. 

A Confpiracy  which  was  forming  againft  the  Spa- 
niards, by  the  King  of  Tezcuco,  is  difcoverd ; 
and  Motezuma,  partly  by  his  own  Vigilance , 
and  partly  by  the  Advice  of  Cortez,  quells  it , 
and  chaft  fes  the  Author. 

ROM  the  very  firfl  Beginnings  of  this  Enterprize 
of  the  Spaniards,  the  Variety  of  Accidents  they  met 
with  was  very  remarkable  5 Profperity  and  its  Con- 
trary alternately  attending  their  "Undertakings.  Some- 
times Hope  was  ablolute,  and  made  Difficulties  give  Way  3 and 
at  other  Times  Dangers  fprang  from  Security  itfelf:  All  human 
Defigns,  and  their  Succeifes,  being  lubjedt  to  this  Condition, 
being  fo  link’d  together,  that  with  little  Intermifllon  they  luc- 
ceed  each  other  3 and  we  ought  to  believe,  that  this  Instability 
of  Earthly  Things  is  neceflary  to  corredt  our  intemperate  Paf- 
fions. 

The  blind  Gentiles  plac’d  this  unaccountable  Series  of  Va- 
riety in  an  imaginary  Wheel,  which  was  form’d  by  a Chaining 
together  of  good  and  bad  Succefs,  and  was  turn’d  without 
Defign,  by  a certain  Phantafm,  which  they  call’d  fortune  5 at- 
tributing, by  that  Notion,  to  mere  Chance  every  Thing  they 
defir’d,  or  fear’d,  it  being,  in  Truth,  the  wife  Difpofinon  of 
Divine  Providence,  that  the  Felicities  and  Misfortunes  of  the 
World  fhould  not  continue  long  in  the  fame  Station  5 that  Man- 
kind may  enjoy  the  one  with  Moderation,  may  bear  the  other 
with  Patience,  and  elevate  their  Minds  to  the  Search  of  what  is 
more  ftable  and  fubflantial  in  the  Regions  of  Eternity. 

The  Spaniards  already  found  themfelves  fufficiently  fecur’d  of 
the  Favour  of  Motezuma,  and  of  the  Efteem  of  the  Mexicans : 
But  at  the  fame  Time  that  they  enjoy’d  this  favourable  Tran- 
quillity, there  arofe  a frefh  Storm,  which  endanger’d  all  the 
Precautions  of  Corte and  was  occafion’d  by  Cacumazin , the 
Emperor’s  Nephew,  King  of  Tezcuco,  and  firfl:  Eledtor  of  the 
Empire.  He  was  an  inconfiderate,  hot-headed  Youth,  rafh, 
and  of  little  Judgment,  who  being  over-rul'd  by  his  Ambition, 
3 had 
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had  determin’d  to  make  his  Name  famous  amongfl  the  Indians, 
by  declaring  himfelf  againd  the  Spaniards,  with  the  Pretence  of 
fetting  the  Emperor  at  Liberty:  His  Rank,  Dignity,  and  high 
Blood  gave  him  Hopes  of  attaining  the  Empire  at  the  full 
Election : And  he  flatter’d  himielf,  that  his  Sword  being  once 
drawn,  he  might  have  a Chance  to  reach  the  Crown.  His  full 
Care  was  to  endeavour  to  blacken  and  to  difcredit  Mote^uma 
with  his  People,  upbraiding  his  Pufilanimity  and  Meannefs  of 
Spirit  with  which  he  differ'd  that  inglorious  Subjection.  Then 
he  accus’d  the  Spaniards,  reprefenting,  in  the  blacked:  Colours, 
the  Violence  they  did  the  Emperor,  the  great  Intered  they 
were  gaining  in  the  Government,  and  the  Foundations  they 
were  laying  of  a Tyranny,  without  pafling  by  any  one 
Particular  which  might  render  them  odious  and  delpicable. 
The  next  Step  he  took  was  to  low  the  fame  Seeds  of  Sedition 
amongd  the  red  of  the  petty  Kings  of  the  Lake  : And  finding 
their  Minds  diffidently  dilpos’d  to  an  Inlurredion,  he  relolv’d 
to  put  his  Defigns  in  Execution  ; to  which  Purpofe  he  call’d 
a Council  of  all  his  Friends  and  Relations,  which  he  fecrctly 
held  in  his  Palace.  There  were  prefent  at  the  Affcmbly  the 
Kings  of  Cuyocan , l^tapalapa,  Tacuba,  and  Matalcingo,  with  other 
Caciques  of  the  adjacent  Countries,  all  Perfons  of  Didindion 
and  Intered,  who  had  the  Command  of  numerous  Bodies  of 
Fighting  Men,  and  valu’d  themfelves  upon  their  Experience  in 
Military  Affairs. 

He  made  them  an  Harangue,  fupported  with  the  Appearance 
of  Reafon,  and  with  a Shew  of  Zeal  for  the  Publick,  conceal- 
ing his  hidden  Defigns : He  conlider’d  the  prefent  Condition 
of  the  Emperor,  feemingly  forgetful  of  his  own  Liberty,  and 
fpoke  warmly  of  the  Obligation  they  all  lay  under,  to  unite 
like  loyal  Subjeds  and  Vaflals,  to  deliver  him  from  that  inglo- 
rious Bondage.  He  artfully  brought  in  the  Proximity  of  Blood, 
which  oblig'd  him  to  intered  himfelf  in  what  regarded  his 
Uncle.  And  turning  his  Difcourfe  upon  the  Spaniards  5 What 
is  it  me  wait  for  Friends , and  Kjnfmen,  laid  he,  that  we  open  not 
our  Eyes  to  behold  the  (Reproach  of  our  "Nation , and  our  Jhamejul  Suf- 
ferings ? Shall  we,  who  are  born  to  bear  Arms , and  who  place  our  greatefi 
Felicity  in  the  Terror  we  injf  ire  our  Enemies  withal , jhall  we,  I jay,  ftoop 
our  Necks  to  the  dijgraceful  Yoke  of  a few  wandering  Strangers  l What 
are  all  their  daring  and  prefumptious  AElions  but  fo  many  (Reproaches 
of  our  Effeminacy,  and  purely  founded  upon  the  Contempt  they  haVe  of 
us?  Let  us  but  ferioufly  conftder  what  they  have  atcbieVed  in  a few 
Days,  and  we  Jhall  firfl  be  fenfible  of  our  own  Shame,  and  next  of  the 
Obligation  we  lye  under.  They  have  prefumptuoufly  intruded  themfelves 
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into  the  Court  of  Mexico,  being  become  infolht  by  having  obtain  d Four 
1 Battels , in  which  the  j mall  Rejifiance  they  met  with  from  their  Enemies 
made  them  Valiant.  They  have  enter’d  triumphantly  into  the  City , in 
Despite  of  our  Kfing,  and  contrary  to  the  Inclination  of  the  Nobility 
and  Miniflry.  They  have  introduc’d  (Rebels,  and  our  profejs'd  Enemies , 
and  keep  them  in  Arms  before  our  Eyes  3 and  by  Jo  doing  increafe  the 
Vanity  of  the  Tlafcallans,  and  trample  under  Foot  the  Glory  of  the 
Mexicans.  Tiny  haVe  taken  away  the  Life  of  a General  of  the  Em- 
pire, by  a publicly  and  ignominious  Execution , audacioufly  exercifing  the 
furijdiElion  of  Magifirates,  and  the  Authority  of  Legiflators , in  Domi- 
nions wherein  they  are  mere.  Strangers.  And  lajlly , they  haVe  the  Perfon 
of  the  Great  Motezuma  in  their  Quarters , Violently  forcing  him  from 
his  (palace  3 and  not  content  to  place  Guards  upon  him  in  our  Very 
Sight,  they  haVe  proceeded  to  offer  Outrage  to  his  Royal  Perfon,  by  put- 
ting the  fame  Irons  upon  his  Legs  with  which  their  moft  infamous  Cri- 
minals are  wont  to  be  fetter'd.  That  this  is  true , we  are  all  fenfible  3 
but  who  will  there  be  found  to  believe  it,  without  giving  the  Lye  to  his 
own  Eyes  ? An  infamous  Truth  it  is,  and  which  ought  to  be  pafs  d oVer, 
or  rather  buued  in  perpetual  Oblivion!  Well  then,  what  detains  you  noble 
and  il/uflrious  Mexicans  ? Your  lying  a Prifoner  and  you  patient  and 
unarmed  Spectators  ! This  Appearance  of  Liberty  which  you  fee  him  en- 
joy, for  fome  Days  paft,  is  not  Liberty,  but  a deceitful  Step,  by  which  he 
has  infenfibly  pafs  d to  a more  indecent  Servitude.  They  have  tyrannized 
over  his  Very  Heart,  and  made  themf elves  Maflers  of  his  Will,  which  is 
the  moft  ignoble  Pondage  a Prince  can  undergo.  They  are  the  Men  who 
govern  and  command  us  5 for  the  Perfon  who  ought  to  command  us  is  a 
Vaffal  to  them.  You  now  behold  him  fupinely  negligent  of  the  Conferva - 
tion  of  his  Dominions , regardlefs  of  the  Defence  of  his  Laws , Religion , 
and  his  wonted  Princely  Rejolution  converted  into  ferVile  AbjeBion  : We, 
whofe  Names  and  Power  are  Jo  great  in  the  Mexican  Empire,  muft,  with 
our  utmofl  Strength  endeavour  to  prevent  its  Ruin.  What  concerns  us  all 
to  do,  is,  to  unite  our  Forces,  compleat  the  Ruin  of  thefe  Strangers, 
and  Jet  our  SoVeraign  at  Liberty.  If  we  Jhall  difpleaje  him, by  not  obeying 
him  Jo  finBly  in  what  we  kiiow  to  be  contrary  to  his  Interejl,  he  will  be 
fenjible  of  the  Goodnefs  of  the  Remedy,  when  he  Jhall  find  himfelf  de- 
liver'd from  the  Evil.  If  it  fhould  prove  otherwife,  Mexico  has  Men 
whofe  Temples  will  Very  well  fit  a Crown  3 and  he  will  not  be  the  firfl  of 
our  lyings,  who  for  not  knowing  how  to  reign,  or  by  reigning  negligently , 
has  let  the  Scepter  drop  out  of  Ins  Hands. 

Cacumazjn  deliver’d  himfelf  after  this  Manner,  and  with  fo 
much  Warmth,  that  the  whole  Alfembly  followed  his  Opinion  j 
breaking  out  into  great  Menaces  againft  the  Spaniards,  and  of- 
fering to  ferve  perfonally  in  that  A&ion.  Only  the  Cajicpue 
of  Matalcingo,  who  was  in  the  fame  Degree  of  Confanguinity 

to 


Book  IV.  o/  Mexico,  or  New  Spain.  12^ 

to  Motezuma , and  not  without  his  Pretenfions  to  the  Crown, 
underftood  the  Drift  of  the  Propofal,  and  did  his  Endeavour 
to  fruftrate  the  Defigns  of  his  Competitor,  by  faying,  That  be 
held  it  more  necejjary , and  agreeable  to  the  Obligation  of  all,  to  acquaint 
Motezuma  with  what  they  defgn’d,  and  firfl  take  Ins  Leave  ■ fince  it 
would  be  Very  wrong  in  them  to  attacf  a Place  wherein  he  refided , with- 
out firjl  putting  his  P erf  on  in  Security,  as  well  for  the  Danger  his  Life 
might  be  in,  as  for  the  Difreputation  of  defraying  thnfe  Strangers  under 
the  (protection  of  their  SoVeraign.  The  greateft  Part  of  the  Con- 
gregation contradicted  this  Propofition  as  impracticable  : Cacti- 
mazin  let  fall  fome  biting  Exprelfions,  which  the  other  bore,  noc 
to  difcompofe  his  Elopes.  Then  their  Council  broke  up,  ha- 
ving appointed  the  Day,  concerted  the  Manner,  and  recom- 
mended an  inviolable  Secrecy  to  all. 

Motezuma  and  Cortez.  had  both  Notice  of  this  Confpiracy,  al- 
moft  at  the  fame  Time  : Motezyuna  by  a private  Hand,  which 
was  luppos’d  to  be  the  King  of  Matalcingo  ; and  Corte ^ by  the 
Intelligence  of  his  Spies  and  Confidents.  They  fought  each 
other  to  communicate  the  News  they  had  receiv’d,  and  Mote- 
zuma had  the  good  Fortune  to  ipeak  firft,  clearing  himfelf  from 
all  Sufpicion  by  fuch  a convincing  Proof  of  his  Integrity.  He 
inform'd  Cortez^  of  all  that  had  been  tranfaCledj  cxprefsd  a vio- 
lent Indignation  both  againft  his  Nephew,  the  King  of  Tezcttco, 
and  all  the  reft  of  the  Confpirators,  and  propos  d to  chaftifc 
them  with  all  the  Rigour  they  deferv’d.  But  Corte giving  him 
to  underftand,  that  he  knew  the  whole  Affair,  intimating  lome 
Circumftances  which  left  him  no  Room  to  doubc,  anlwer’d, 
That  he  was  Very  much  concern’d  to  have  been  the  OccaJ'ion  of  fuch  a Di- 
fturbance  amongfl  his  Vaffals , and  for  that  Reafon  found  himfelf  oblig’d 
to  take  upon  himfelf  the  (Remedy  : That  he  was  therefore  come  to  asR  his 
Leave  to  march  immediately  with  his  Spaniards  to  Tezcuco,  and  put  a 
Stop  to  this  Mifchief  before  it  grew  to  a Head , by  bringing  Cacu- 
mazin  Prifoncr , before  he  flould  join  his  Confederates , and  oblige  them 
to  have  Recourfe  to  more  Violent  (Remedies. 

Motezuma  would  not  admit  of  this  Propofal,  but  on  the  con- 
trary abfolutely  rejected  it,  as  well  knowing  what  a Diminution 
it  would  be  to  his  Power  and  Authority,  if  he  made  Ufc  of  Fo- 
reign Arms  to  chaftife  Attempts  of  this  Nature  in  Perions  oi 
that  Rank.  He  therefore  defir’d  him,  for  his  Sake,  to  diffem- 
ble  his  Refentment,  and  told  him,  as  his  final  Refolution,  That 
he  would  not  confent,  neither  was  it  convenient  that  either  himfelf 
or  any  of  his  People  Jbould  make  the  leaf  Motion , lef  fuch  a Pro- 
ceeding might  increafe  the  Peoples  Hatred  to  them,  and  render  them 
more  obfinate  in  inf  fling  upon  the  Spaniards  Removal  from  his 
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Court  5 but  that  they  fhould  rather  help  to  fubjecl  tho/e  (feebels , by 
ajfifling  him  with  their  Caunfel , and  by  abling,  if  there  was  Oceafion , 
as  Mediators. 

He  was  of  Opinion  that  it  would  be  beft  firft  to  try  gentle 
Means,  and  that  the  Dependance  his  Nephew  had  on  him 
would  eafily  bring  him  to  Reafon,  by  reminding  him  of  the 
Obligations  he  lay  under,  and  by  inducing  him  to  enter  into 
an  amicable  Correfpondence  with  the  Spaniards.  To  which 
Purpofe  he  fent  for  him  by  one  of  his  principal  Attendants, 
who  acquainted  him  with  the  Order  he  brought  from  the  Em- 
peror, and  told  him  on  the  Part  of  Corte^  That  he  defined  his 
Friendfhip,  and  to  have  him  nearer  that  he  might  make  him  Jcnfible  of  it. 
But  he,  who  had  now  call:  off  all  Obedience,  and  conlulted  no- 
thing but  his  Ambition,  with  the  Arrogance  and  Difrefpe& 
of  one  abandon  d,  and  precipitately  bent  upon  his  own  Ruin, 
return’d  the  Emperor  a moft  infolent  Anfwer,  and  treated 
Cortc^  with  fo  much  Haughtinefs  and  Contempt,  that  he  made 
frefli  Inftances  to  Moteguma  for  Permiffion  to  chaftife  him  5 
which  Propofal  was  a fecond  Time  rejected  by  the  Emperor* 
who  told  him,  That  this  was  one  of  thofe  Cafes , which  rather  requir'd 
the  Afeiftance  of  the  Head  than  of  the  Hands  5 and  that  he  fbould 
leave  it  to  him  to  manage  according  to  the  Experience , and  Ifinow- 

ledge  he  had  of  thofe  Extravagancies t and  of  the  Source  from  whence 
they  proceeded. 


He  carried  himfelf afterwards  with  great  Refervednefs  amonoft 
his  Minifters,  feemingly  contemning  the  Offence  to  induce  the 
Offender  to  be  lefs  circumlpedf:  3 to  which  Purpofe  he  told  them, 
That  he  look  d on  this  bold  Undertaking  of  his  Nephew,  as  the  Heat  of 
loath,  and  the  firft  Motions  of  a Man  without  Confederation.  But  at 
the  fame  Time  he  form’d  a fecret  Confpiracy  againft  the  Con- 
pnator  himielf  j making  Uie  of  fome  of  his  own  Servants,  who 
were  either  truly  fenfible  of  their  Duty,  or  were  gain’d  by  the 
he  p of  Gifts  and  Promiles 5 by  whofe  Means  he  contriv’d  it  fo 
that  Cacumazin  was  afTaulted  one  Night  in  his  Houfe,  embark’d 
on  a Canoe,  that  was  ready  prepar’d,  and  brought  Prifoner  to 
Mexico, without  his  being  able  to  make  anyRefiftance.  It  was  then 
that  Motezuma  difcover’d  all  his  difTembled  Anger,  and  without 
permitting  that  unhappy  Prince  to  appear  before  him,  or  eivina 
Room  for  any  of  his  Excufes,  he  commanded,  with  the  Ap- 
probation and  Concurrence  of  Corte. * that  he  flrould  be  put 
into  the  clofeft  Prifon  of  the  Nobles  5 treating  him  as  a Cri- 
minal who  had  committed  an  unpardonable  Offence,  and  was 
to  fuffer  capital  Pumfhment. 
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There  was  at  this  Time  in  Mexico  a Brother  of 
who,  fome  few  Days  before,  had  happily  efcap’d  out  of  his 
Hands,  he  having  defign’d  to  deprive  him  of  his  Life  upon 
fome  domeftick  Jealoufies  of  fmall  Foundation.  Mote^um 
took  him  under  his  Protection  in  his  Palace,  and  for  his  greater 
Security  enroll’d  him  in  his  Family.  He  was  a young  Man  of 
Courage  and  great  Merit,  well  efteem’d  both  in  the  Court,  and 
amongft  his  Brother’s  Vaffals  5 and  the  Circumftance  of  his 
being  perfecuted  had  more  recommended  him  both  to  the  one 
and  to  the  other.  Corte ^ caft  his  Eyes  on  him  5 and  defiring 
to  gain  him  for  a Friend,  and  bring  him  over  to  his  Party,  he 
propos’d  to  Mote^umay  to  give  him  the  Inveftiture,  and  Domi- 
nion of  Tezcuco,  fince  his  Brother  had  render’d  himfelf  incapa- 
ble of  refuming  his  Government,  by  having  confpir’d  againll 
his  Soveraign,  and  told  him,  “ That  it  would  not  be  late  at 
<c  at  that  Juncture  to  punifha  Delinquent  of  fo  much  Intereft 
“ with  Lofs  of  Life,  when  the  Minds  of  the  Nobles  were  in 
“ fuch  Commotion  : That  depriving  him  of  his  Kingdom, 
“ would  be  giving  him  a Kind  of  Death  which  made  lefsNoife, 
M and  was  fufficiently  fevere  to  ftrike  a Terror  into  his  Accom- 
“ plices  : That  this  young  Man  was  of  a far  better  Difpofition, 
“ already  indebted  to  him  for  his  Life,  and  would  likewife  be 
“ oblig’d  to  him  for  his  Crown,  and  remain  under  greater  Ob- 
“ ligations  of  Obedience,  in  Oppofition  to  his  Brother.  And 

laftly,  that  by  this,  he  gave  the  Kingdom  to  the  Perfon  who 
“ had  the  Right  of  Succelfion,  and  left  to  his  own  Blood  the 
‘c  Dignity  of  Firft  EleCtor,  which  was'of  fo  great  Authority  in 
“ the  Empire. 

Mote^uma  was  fo  highly  pleas’d  with  this  Thought  of  Corte 
that  he  immediately  communicated  the  fame  to  his  Council, 
where  his  Refolution  was  applauded  as  merciful  and  equitable : 
And  the  M.inifters  formed  a Royal  Decree,  whereby  Cacumazjn 
was  difpoffefs’d  of  all  his  Honours  and  Dignities,  according  to 
the  Cuftom  of  that  Country,  as  a Traytor  and  Rebel  to  his 
Prince,  and  his  Brother  nam’d  for  Succeffor  of  the  Kingdom 
and  Electorate.  Mote^uma  afterwards  order’d  him  to  his  Pre- 
fence; and  during  the  Time  of  his  Inveftiture,  which  had  its 
particular  Ceremonies  and  Solemnities,  he,  with  a Majeftick 
Air,  made  a Speech,  wherein,  with  all  polfible  SuccinCl- 
nefs,  he  hinted  at  all  Motives  which  ought  to  oblige  him  to  an 
inviolable  Loyalty  ; and  publickly  declar’d,  “ That  he  had  de- 
“ termin’d  this  Affair  purely  by  the  Advice  of  Hernan  Cortex 
“ giving  him  to  underftand,  it  was  to  him  he  ow’d  his  Ad- 
“ vancement.”  It  may  be  imagin’d,  that  the  Perfon  interefted 
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was  not  unacquainted  with  this  before  5 for  it  was  not  a Time 
to  conceal  Obligations.  But  what  is  cbfervable,  is  the  Care 
Mote^uma  took  to  have  Corte ^ well  efleern’d,  and  to  gain  the 
Minds  of  his  People  in  Favour  of  the  Spaniards. 

The  new  King  immediately  departed  for  his  Court,  and 
was  well  receiv’d,  and  crown’d  with  great  Acclamations  and 
Rejoicings  3 all  People  celebrating  his  Exaltation  upon  different 
Motives : Some,  becaufe  they  really  lov’d  him,  and  were  con- 
cern’d at  his  Perfecution  3 others,  out  of  ill  Will  to  Cacumazin  • 
and  the  greatefl  Part  to  fignify  their  Abhorrence  of  his  Crime! 
This  Manner  of  Challifement,  without  Blood-fhed,  was  highly 
applauded  throughout  the  whole  Empire,  and  was  attributed 
to  the  fuperior  Judgment  of  the  Spaniards  3 for  no  one  expe&ed 
fuch  Moderation  from  Motezuma.  And  the  very  Novelty  of  it 
was  of  fo  much  Confequence,  that  the  other  Confpirators  pre- 
tty difpers’d  their  Troops,  and,  unarm’d,  had  Recourfe  to 
their  Monarch’s  Clemency.  They  made  their  Application  to 
Cortex  and  thro’  his  Means,  at  laft  obtain’d  a Pardon  3 and 
thus  the  Storm  blew  3ver  that  had  been  rais’d  againft  him,  and 
he  got  clear  of  the  Dafrger  with  Advantage,  partly  by  his  own 
Induftry^and  partly  by  favourable  Incidents:  For  Motezuma, 
was  oblig’d  to  him  for  the  Tranquillity  of  his  Realm  5 the  Firft 
Prince  of  the  Empire  ow’d  to  him  his  Dignity  j and  by  fhew- 
ing  Favour  to  the  reft,  who  had  endeavour’d  to  deftroy  him, 
he  found  himfelf  fupported  with  a new  Stock  of  Friends,  and 
People  who  flood  indebted  to  him. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  III. 


Motez  u m a refolves  to  dif patch  Corte  z by  an- 
fwering  his  Embajfy.  He  ajjemhles  his  Nobles , 
and  gives  Orders,,  That  the  King  of  Spain  Jhould 
be  acknowledg’d  for  Succejfor  of  that  Empire  ; 
determining  to  obey  him , and  to  pay  him  Tribute, 
as  Defendant  from  their  firft  Conover  or. 

H E S E Commotions,  which  had  employ’d  the 
whole  Care  of  the  Emperour,  being  quieted  , he  felt 
that  Difturbance,  which  the  Remembrance  of  paft 
Danger  leaves  in  the  Imagination.  He  reafon’d  with 
himfelf  about  his  prefent  State;  and  it  feem’d  to  him  that 
the  Spaniards  had  made  too  long  a Stay  at  his  Court  j and  that 
they  began  to  think,  that  the  Goodnefs  he  had  us’d  towards 
them  gave  them  a Right  over  his  Liberty.  This  induc’d 
him  to  refolve  to  familiarize  himfelf  lefs  with  them,  and  to 
change  the  Manner  of  his  Condudt.  He  was  afham’d  of  the 
Pretence  Cacumazjn  had  made  Ufe  of  in  his  Confpiracy,  attri- 
buting his  good  Nature  to  Want  of  Spirit  5 and  lometimes  he 
accus’d  himfelf,  as  having  given  too  much  Occafion  for  thofe 
Murmurs.  He  was  concern’d  to  fee  his  Authority  fo  di- 
minifh’d,  which  is  ajealoufy  that  conftantly  attends  a Throne, 
and  takes  up  the  firft  Place  amongft  thofe  Paffions  whereby 
Monarchs  are  govern’d.  He  was  apprehenfive  of  a frefli  Diftur- 
bance amongft  his  Vaffals  * and  left  new  Sparks  fhould  arife 
from  that  newly  extinguish  d Fire,  he  was  defirous  of  letting 
Cortez^  know.  That  it  was  Time  to  think  of  his  Departure, 
but  could  not  meet  with  a handfome  Opportunity  to  propofe 
it  to  him ; for  Jealoufies  are  of  a Nature  not  to  be  eafily 
confefs’d,  becaufe  they  exprefs  a Kind  of  Fear.  He  continued 
fome  Days  in  this  Irrefolution  ; but  at  length  determin’d,  that 
it  was  proper  upon  all  Accounts,  to  haften  the  Departure  of 
the  Spaniards , and  thereby  to  remove  that  Obftacle  to  his 
Subjects  Loyalty. 
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This  Affair  he  manag’d  with  notable  ConduCt  and  Prudence  3 
for  before  he  communicated  his  Intention  to  Corte^,  he  had 
prepar’d  Replies  to  all  the  Arguments  he  could  bring  for  his 
longer  Continuance  there.  He  waited  till  Corte ^ came  to  vifit 
him  as  he  was  wont,  receiving  him  without  the  leaft  Altera- 
tion in  his  Behaviour  or  Countenance , and  introduced  the 
Difcourfe  concerning  the  King  of  Spain,  after  the  fame  Man- 
ner as  at  other  Times,  declaring,  what  a mighty  Veneration 
he  had  for  him  5 and  at  lalt,  artfully  bringing  about  what  he 
at  hr  ft  had  propos’d,  (aid,  That  he  had  been  thinking  to  make  a 
Voluntary  Ackiiowledgment  of  that  VaJJalage,  which  was  due  to  him,  as 
Succeffor  of  Quezalcoal,  and  Proprietary  Lord  of  that  Empire.  So 
he  really  underftood  it,  arid  in  this  only  he  fpoke  without  Dif- 
guife  : but  he  did  not  intend,  at  that  Time,  to  furrender  his 
Dominions  to  the  King  of  Spain,  but  to  get  rid  of  Corteg, 
and  to  haften  his  Difpatch  5 to  which  Purpofe  he  added,  That  he 
intended  to  ajfemhle  the  Nobility  of  his  (Realms,  and  to  make  this  Ac- 
knowledgment in  their  Prefence,  that  they  might  all,  after  his  Example , 
pay  Obedience,  and  ejlablijh  the  Vaffalage  by  Jome  Contribution,  in  which 
he  would  alfo  fet  the  Example  3 for  that  he  had  already  provided  feVeral 
Jewels,  and  precious  Stones  of  great  Value,  to  di/charge  this  Obligation 
on  his  Part,  and  doubted  not  but  his  Nobles  would  contribute  on  theirs 
the  richeft  and  ntofi  Valuable  Things  they  had  5 nor  did  he  quefiion,  but 
that  fo  confidefable  a Quantity  wou’d  be  collected , as  might  be  fit  to  ap- 
pear before  the  Prefence  of  his  Prince,  as  the  firfi  Acknowledgment  of 
the  Mexican  Empire. 

"1  his  was  his  Propofal,  and  in  this  he  granted  at  once  every 
Thing  that  he  thought  the  Spaniards  could  have  the  Boldnefs 
to  delire  5 Satisfying  both  their  Ambition  and  Avarice,  in  order 
to  deprive  them  of  all  Pretence  for  remaining  longer  in  his. 
Court,  before  he  order’d  them  to  depart : And  he  conceal'd, 
with  fo  much  Artifice,  the  Point  he  aim’d  at,  that  Heman  Cor- 
tex, at  that  Time,  did  not  difeover  it,  but  return’d  him  Thanks 
for  that  Liberality,  without  feeming  furpriz’d  at  it,  or  mag- 
nifying it,  as  one  who  accepted,  on  the  Part  of  his  Mafter, 
that  which  he  thought  his  Due  : and  he  was  extremely  well 
latisfy  d for  having  obtain’d  more  than  he  imagin’d  practica- 
ble, at  the  prefent  Juncture  of  Affairs.  He  afterwards,'  to  his 
Captains  and  Soldiers,  extoll  d the  mighty  Service  they  fhould 
do  theii  King,  if  they  could  bring  it  about  to  have  fo  power- 
ful a Monarch  declar’d  his  SubjeCt  and  Tributary  : Hedifcours’d 
of  the  immenle  Riches  which  with  this  News  would  be  accom- 
pany  d,  that  it  might  not  appear  a bare  Relation,  and  run  the 
3 Rifijue 
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Rifque  of  being  thought  incredible.  And  in  Truth,  he  had 
no  Thoughts  at  that  Time  of  quitting  his  Enterprize,  nor  did 
he  believe  it  a Matter  of  any  great  Difficulty  to  maintain  him- 
felf  there,  till  they  fhould  know  in  Spain  the  Condition  in 
which  he  was,  and  fend  him  Orders  how  to  proceed.  A Secu- 
rity into  which  he  was  brought  by  the  great  Favour  of  Mo,ter 
zuma,  the  Friends  he  was  daily  making,  the  Succefs  with  which 
all  his  Undertakings  was  attended,  or  by  fome  luperior  Caufe, 
which  animated  him  to  the  Expectation  of  ftill  greater  Mat- 
ters, left  he  fhould  lofe  Courage,  and  fcruple  to  proceed  when 
he  -Wp  within  Sight  of  his  utmoft  Defires. 

But  Motezuma  who  drew  his  Lines  towards  a different  Center, 
and  knew  how  to  refolve  at  Leifure,  and  execute  with  Speed, 
immediately  difpatch’d  away  his  Convocatory  Orders  to  the  Car 
zjqucs  of  his  Realm,  as  was  cuftomary  when  any  publick  Affairs 
of  more  than  ordinary  Importance  occurr’d,  without  citing 
thofe  who  were  at  a great  Diftance,  that  no  Time  might  be 
loft  in  what  requir’d  the  utmoft  Difpatch.  It  was  not  many 
Days  before  they  all  arriv’d  at  Mexico , with  the  Attendance 
they  us’d  to  bring  to  Court,  which  was  fo  numerous,  that, 
had  the  Occafion  and  Cuftora  been  unknown,  it  might  have 
alarm’d  the  whole  City.  Motezuma  affembled  them  all  in  the 
Apartment  where  he  had  taken  up  his  Refidence,  and  in  the 
Prefence  of  Cortez*  (who  was  call’d  to  this  Congrefs,  and,  with 
his  Interpreters  and  fome  of  his  Captains,  took  his  Place  a- 
mongft  them)  made  them  a Speech,  in  which  he  laid  before 
them  the  Motives,  and  qualify’d  the  Harfhnefs  of  that  extra- 
ordinary Refolution  he  had  taken.  Bernal  Diaz  del  Cafiillo  lays. 
He  held  Two  feveral  Affemblies,  and  that  Cortex  did  not  alfift 
in  the  Firft : It  may  be  one  of  his  Equivocations  3 for  Hernan 
Cortez  himfelf  would  not  have  conceal’d  it  in  the  Second  Re- 
lation of  his  Expedition  3 and  befides  as  they  were  then  endea- 
vouring to  fatisfy  him,  and  were  to  place  a Confidence  in  him, 
it  was  not  a proper  Time  for  fecret  Affemblies, 

This  TranfaCtion  was  carry’d  on  with  great  Splendor  and 
Authority  3 for  the  Nobles  and  Minifters  which  refided  at 
Mexico,  affifted  likewife  at  it.  And  Moteguma , calling  his 
Eyes  upon  the  Affembly  with  an  agreeable  and  becoming 
Majefty,  began  his  Harangue  5 gaining  the  good  Will  and 
.Attention  of  all,  by  laying  before  them,  How  much  he  loV d 
them , and  how  much  they  were  oblig'd  to  him  3 putting  they}  in  Mind , 
That  it  was  from  him  alone  they  held  all  the  Honours  and  Dignities 
they  pojfefsd : And  from  that  Beginning  inferr’d,  hoiv  much  they 
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ought  to  believe  that  he  would  propofe  nothing  to  them  but  what  was 
for  their  Intereft , after  having  confide/ d on  it  with  mature  Delibera- 
tiont,  confulted  with  his  Gods , and  receivd  evident  Signals  of  their  Jp- 


He  affeCted  many  Times  thefe  Lights  of  Infpiration,  to  give 
fomething  that  favour’d  of  Divinity  to  his  Refolutions,  and 
on  this  Occafion  they  believed  him  5 for  it  was  no  No- 
velty for  the  Devil  to  favour  him  with  his  Anfwers.  Having 
laid  this  Foundation  of  Recrimination  and  Myftery,  he  gave 
a brief  Relation  of.  “ The  Origin  of  the  Mexican  Empire  j the 
“ Expedition  of  the  Nabatlacas  •,  the  prodigious  A&ions  of  Qiie- 
“ ^alcoal,  their  Firft  Emperor  5 the  Prophecy  he  left  when  he 
“ departed  fot  the  Conqueft  of  the  Eaft  5 foretelling,  by  the 
“ Impulfe  of  Heaven,  That  his  Defendants  fhould  return 
“ to  govern  thefe  Countries.5’  Then  he  touch’d,  as  a Point 
“ undoubted,  “ That  the  King  of  Spain,  who  rul’d  in  thofe 
“ Eaftern  Regions,  was  lawful  Succeffor  of  the  fame  Quezal- 
“ coal .”  And  added,  “ That  being  the  Monarch,  from  whom 
“ was  to  proceed  that  Prince  fo  much  defir’d  amongft  the 
“ Mexicans , and  fo  often  promis’d  in  the  Oracles  and  Pro- 
phecies, which  that  Nation  reverenc’d,  they  ought  una- 
nimoufly  to  acknowledge  in  his  Perfon  that  Hereditary 
Right,  giving  to  his  Blood  that,  which  for  Want  of  it, 
had  been  introduc’d  by  Election : And  that  had  he  come 
himfelf  in  Perfon,  as  he  had  only  fent  his  Embaffadors, 
he  was  fo  much  a Lover  of  Juftice  and  Equity,  and  bore 
his  Vaffals  fo  great  an  AffeCtion,  that  for  their  greater 
Felicity,  he  would  have  been  the  Firft  to  ftrip  himfelf  of 
the  Dignity  he  polTefs’d,  by  laying  the  Crown  at  his  Feet, 
either  to  leave  it  to  his  abfolute  Difpofal,  or  to  receive  it 
“ again  from  his  Hand.  But  owing  to  his  Gods  the  good 
“ Fortune  that  this  fo  defirable  News  was  arriv’d  in  his 
Time,  he  was  refolv’d  to  be  the  Firft  to  {hew  his  Satisfaction, 
and  had  determin'd  immediately  to  pay  him  Obedience,  and 
to  do  him  fome  confiderable  Service  : To  which  End  he 
had  deftin’d  the  molt  precious  Jewels  of  his  Treafury,  and 
defir’d  that  his  Nobles  would  follow  his  Example,  not 
only  in  making  the  fame  Acknowledgment,  but  in  ac- 
companying it  with  fome  Contribution  of  their  Riches,  that 
the  Service  being  greater  might  appear  with  the  greater 
Splendor  in  the  Prefence  of  that  Prince.” 

In  this  Manner  Mote^uma  concluded  his  Difcourfe,  tho’  he 
did  not  utter  it  at  all  without  Interruption  5 for  in  Spite  of  all  the 
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Efforts  made  upon  himfelf,  in  this  Adi  of  his,  when 
he  came  to  pronounce  himfelf  Vaffal  to  another  Prince,  he 
found  fomething  fo  fhocking,  and  fo  repugnant  to  his  Nature 
in  thofe  Exprcffions,  that  he  paus’d  a while,  as  if  he  wanted 
Words  to  proceed,  and  at  the  Conclufion,  he  fhew'd  his  Con- 
cern fo  publickly,  that  fome  Tears  were  feen  trickling  down 
his  Cheeks,  which  feem’d  as  if  they- had  efcap’d  his  Eyes  with- 
out their  Confent.  And  the  Mexicans  fenfible  ot  his  Diftur- 
bance,  and  of  the  Caufe  from  whence  it  proceeded,  began  lilce- 
wife  to  fhew  their  Concern,  breaking  forth  into  loud  Sighs,  de- 
firing in  Appearance,  not  without  fomething  that  favour'd  of 
Flattery,  that  by  the  Noife  they  made,  their  Fidelity  fhould  be 
taken  Notice  of  3 lo  that  Corte^ thought  it  ncceffary  to  defire  Li- 
berty to  fpeak,  in  order  to  encourage  Mote%ima,  and  put  him 
out  of  the  Perturbation  he  was  in,  laid  “That  it  was  not  the 
“ Intention  of  the  King  his  Soveraign  to  difpoflefs  him  of  his 
“ Royal  Dignity,  nor  to  make  the  leaf!:  Innovation  in  his  Go- 
“ vernment  3 but  that  all  he  defir’d  was,  that  they  would,  at 
“ the  prefent  Affembly,  fettle  his  Right  to  the  Succeffion,  in 
“ Favour  of  his  Defendants,  or  Pofterity,  by  Rcafon  of  his 
“ being  fo  far  diftant  from  thofe  Regions,  and  fo  taken  up  in 
“ other  Conquefts,  that  the  Cafe  mention’d  in  their  Traditions 
“ and  Prophecies  might  not  happen  in  many  Years.’’  With  which 
Explanation  Motezima.  recover’d  Heart,  re-affum’d  an  Air  of  Tran- 
quillity, and  finifh  d his  Difcourfe  as  has  been  obferv’d. 

The  Mexicans  remain’d  aftonifh’d,  and  utterly  confounded 
to  hear  fuch  a Propofal,  wondering  at  it,  as  a Thing  fo  very 
inconliftent,  and  fo  far  unbecoming  the  Majefty  of  lo  power- 
ful a Monarch,  and  a Prince  fo  extremely  jealous  of  his  Au- 
thority. They  look’d  on  each  other  without  daring  either  to 
contradidl,  or  to  give  any  Sign  of  Confent,  as  being  appre- 
henfive  that  by  doing  either  they  fhould  but  confirm  him  the 
more  in  his  ftrange  Determination.  This  rcfpedtful  Silence 
lafted  till  his  Prime  Minifter,  as  a Perfon  who  had  a better 
Knowledge  of  his  Prince’s  Difpofition  than  any  other,  took 
upon  him  to  fpeak  for  the  reft,  and  faid  5 “ That  all  the  No- 
“ bles  who  compos’d  that  Affembly  refpedled  him  as  their 
“ Lord  and  natural  Soveraign,  and  fhould  be  ready  to  obey 
“ whatever  his  Majefty  had  been  pleas’d  to  propofe,  and  to 
“ follow  any  Example  he  fhould  think  fit  to  let  them  5 they 
<c  not  doubting  but  that  he  had  well  weigh’d  every  Thing,  and 
“ had  confulted  with  Heaven  ; nor  had  they  any  Inftrument 
C£  more  facred  than  that  of  his  Voice,  whereby  to  be  inform  d 
“ of  the  Will  of  their  Gods;’’ 
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The  whole  Aflembly  agreed  in  the  fame  Opinion  5 and  Her - 
nan  Corte^,  when  it  came  to  his  Turn  to  make  his  Acknow- 
ledgments, dictated  to  his  Interpreters  a Speech  no  lefs  artful 
than  the  former,  in  which  he  gave  Thanks  to  Motezjum,  and 
all  who  were  prefent,  for  this  Demonftration  of  their  Kelpecl^ 
accepting  their  Service  in  the  Name  of  his  King,  without  feem- 
ing  to  think  it  ftrange  chat  they  comply  d with  their  Obliga- 
tions ; but  rather  as  one  who  receives  his  Debt,  and  is  pleas’d 
with  his  Debtor’s  punctual  Payment.  But  the  Tears  Mote - 
zuma  had  let  fall  were  not  fufficien.t*  at  that  Time,  to  make 
Corte^  fufpicious  of  his  Liberality,  or  to  induce  him  to  believe 
that  he  was  then  making  Way  for  his  final  Difpatch,  in  which 
his  being  carry’d  away  by  the  firft  Appearance  will  admit  fome 
Excufe  : For  when  he  found  that  unaccountable  Opinion  con- 
cerning the  Defendants  of  Quezalcoal  receiv’d  amongft  them 
as  an  infallible  and  inconteftable  Truth,  and  that  they  look’d 
upon  Don  Carlos  to  be  undoubtedly  one  of  them,  this  Demon- 
ftration of  their  RefpeCt  did  not  appear  fo  very  irregular  as  to 
make  him  fufpeCt  it  to  be  Artifice  or  Affectation.  Upon  which 
Suppofition  he  might  alfo  attribute  Mote  Lima’s  Tears  and  Per- 
turbation of  Mind,  when  he  came  to  pronounce  the  Claufes  of 
Vaflalage,  to  the  fame  Violence  with  which  a King  cjuits  a 
Crown,  and  meafures  the  vaft  Difference  there  is  between  So- 
veraignty  and  Subjection  5 a Cafe  in  which  the  Spirit  of  a Man 
may  fink  without  doing  Wrong  to  his  Courage.  But  it  is  to 
be  believ’d,  that  Mote%uma , notwithftanding  he  look’d  on  the 
King  of  Spain  as  lawful  Succeffor  of  the  Empire,  had  no  In- 
tention to  make  good  what  he  offer’d  : His  whole  Aim  was 
to  get  rid  of  the  Spaniards , and  to  take  Time  afterwards  to  con- 
fulc  his  Ambition,  without  laying  any  great  Strefs  upon  his 
Word  5 Diflimulation  being,  amongft  thofe  'Barbarian  Princes, 
in  its  natural  Center ; which  unworthy  Character,  fufficient  to 
ftain  the  Honour  of  a private  Perlon,  other  barbarous  States- 
men have  plac’d  amongft  the  neceflary  Arts  of  Reigning. 

However  it  was,  from  that  Day  forward,  the  Emperor  Charles 
the  Fifth  was  acknowledg’d  lawful  and  hereditary  Lord  of 
the  Mexican  Empire,  in  the  Opinion  of  all  thofe  People  5 and 
indeed  deftin’d  by  Heaven  to  a more  real  Poflelfion  of  that 
Crown:' Upon  which  Relolution  a Publick  Inftrument  was 
form’d,  with  all  neceflary  Solemnities,  according  to  the  Me- 
thod they  us’d  of  paying  Homage  to  their  Kings : And  tho’  this 
Submiflion  of  Mote^uma  and  hisVaflals  to  the  Emperor  gave  to 
Bon  Carlos  little  more  than  the  bare  Name  of  King  of  the  Indiesy 
yet  it  was  a Kind  of  myfterious  Infinuation  of  that  Title  which 
1 he 
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he  afterwards  acquir’d  by  Force  of  Arms,  upon  juft  Provoca- 
tion, as  we  fhall  fee  in  its  proper  Place,  and  was  a particular 
Circumftance  which  concurr’d  in  the  Juftification  of  the  Con- 
queft  of  that  Empire,  befides  other  Coniiderations,  which,  in 
other  Parts  of  the  World  do  not  only  permit  of  a War,  but 
likewife  render  it  lawful,  reafonable,  and  juftifiable,  whenlo- 
ever  it  appears  to  be  undertaken  as  the  neceffary  Means  for 
the  Introduction  of  the  Gofpel. 


CHAP.  IV. 


The  Gold  and  Jewels  defignd  for  the  Vrefent  is  de- 
liver’d into  the  TojfeJJion  of  Cortez.  Mo- 
tezuma  refolutely  tells  him , that  he  muft  think 
of  his  Departure , which  he  endeavours  to  delay. 
Advice  brought  of  the  Arrival  of  a Squadron  of 
Spanifti  Ships  upon  the  Coaft. 

■ OTE  ZU  M A,  loft  riot  a Moment’s  Time,  but  us'd 
his  utmoft  Diligence  to  bring  about  the  Dcfigns  he 
had  in  View,  being  now  fully  refolv’d  to  difpatch 
the  Spaniards  as  foon  as  poffible,  as  being  weary  of 
the  Violence  he  did  himfelf  under  that  Kind  of  Subjection 
which  he  found  he  was  oblig  d patiently  to  continue  in  as  il  it 
was  of  his  own  Choice.  Full  of  this  Care,  he  deliver’d  to  Cor- 
te^  the  Prefent  he  had  provided,  which  conftfted  of  various 
Curiofities  in  Gold,  with  precious  Stones,  fome  which  he  usd 
about  his  own  Perfon,  and  others  that  were  kept  for  Grandeur, 
and  ferv’d  for  Oftentation } different  Pieces  of  the  fame  Kind 
and  Metal,  in  the  Shapes  of  Animals,  Birds,  and  Fifties,  the 
Excellency  of  the  Workmanfhip  delighting  the  Eye,  and  ex- 
tremely enhancing  their  Value  : A great  Number  of  thofe 
Stones  called  Chalcuites,  in  Colour  like  to  Emerald,  and  inthevaft 
Efteem  they  had  of  them  anfwering  like  our  Diamonds;  together 
with  fome  Pictures  made  of  Feathers,  whofe  Colours  being 
natural,  either  imitated  Nature  better,  or  elfe  they  had  leis  to 
feign  in  Imitation  : The  Gift  of  a Royal  Mind,  who  found 
himfelf  opprefs’d,  and  defir’d  to  put  a Price  upon  his  Liberty. 
After  that  came  the  Prefents  of  the  Nobles,  under  the  Title  of 
a Contribution,  which  conftfted  of  Pieces  of  Gold,  and  other 

Curiofities 


140  The  Hiftory  of  ^Conq_uf,st  Book  IV. 

Curiofities  of  the  fame  Sort,  in  which  they  vied  with  each 
other  in  their  Obedience  to  their  Prince,  and  not  without  iome 
Mixture  of  their  own  Vanity.  All  came  directed  to  Mote^ttma, 
and  pafs’d  on,  by  his  Order,  to  the  Apartment  of  Cortex  who 
nam’d  a Receiver  and  Trealurer,  that  they  might  take  an  ex- 
a£t  Account  of  what  was  deliver’d  $ and  in  few  Days  they 
amafs’d  fuch  a Quantity  of  Gold,  that  befides  the  Jewels,  preci- 
ous Stones,  and  Pieces  of  curious  Workmanlhip,  after  they  had 
melted  down  the  reft,  they  found  Six  Hundred  Thoufand  Befos 
of  Gold  in  Barrs  of  good  Alloy  ; out  of  which  the  Fifth  Part 
was  fet  afide  for  the  King,  and  of  the  Remainder,  a Second 
Fifth  for  Hernan  Cortex  with  the  Approbation  of  his  People, 
and  to  defray  the  Expence  of  providing  for  the  publick  Necef- 
fities  of  the  Army.  He  likewife  fet  afide  the  Sum  for  which 
he  ftood  accountable  to  T>kgo  Velafque and  that  which  his 
Friends  in  the  lfiand  of  Cuba  had  lent  him  3 the  reft  was  divided 
amongft  the  Officers  and  Soldiers,  including  thofe  who  were  at 
Vera  Crug. 

Thofe  who  had  Employments,  had  equal  Shares ; but  a- 
mongft  the  private  Men  there  was  fome  Difference  made,  for 
they  were  diftinguifli  d and  beft  rewarded  who  had  done  beft 
Service,  or  been  leaft  troublefome  in  the  paft  Difturbances.  An 
Equity  of  a very  dangerous  Nature,  where  juft  Rewards  are 
look’d  upon  as  Grievances,  and  Diftimftion  of  Merit  occafions 
Complaints.  There  were  great  Murmurings,  and  bold  Words 
utter’d  againft  Hernan  Corte^,  and  his  Captains  : For  at  the 
Sight  of  luch  a Mafs  of  Wealth  thofe  whofe  Deferts  were 
leaft  requir’d  an  equal  Recompence  with  the  moft  deferving. 
Their  infatiable  Avarice  could  not  polfibly  be  fatisfy'd,  nor 
was  it  convenient  to  publifh  the  Reafons  of  that  unequal 
Diftribution. 

'Bernal  T>ia ^ del  Cajlillo  difcuffes  this  Point  very  indecently, 
and  wafts  too  much  Paper  in  confidering  and  enlarging  upon 
the  Hardfhips  the  poor  Soldiers  underwent  in  this  Diftribution, 
and  goes  fo  far  as  to  fet  down  every  minute  Exprelfion  this  or 
that  Soldier  us’d  amongft  his  Companions. 

He  fpeaks  more  like  a neceffitous  Soldier,  than  a Hiftorian  : 
And  Antonio  de  Herrera  follows  him  without  making  fufficient 
Reflexion  j for  it  is  no  lefs  a Fault  in  Hiftory,  to  pals  over  that 
which  ought  to  be  well  confider’d,  than  it  is  to  dwell  too  long 
upon  that  which  may  be  omitted.  But  both  the  one  and  the 
other  agree,  that  this  Difcontent  of  the  Soldiers  was  quieted  by 
the  Liberality  of  Corte who  gave  out  of  his  own  Dividend, 
all  that  was  neceffary  to  latisfy  thofe  who  complain’d  5 and  after- 
wards 
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wards  greatly  prais’d  the  Generality  of  that  General  5 after  this 
Manner  rather  overthrowing  than  confirming,  what  they  ought 
not  at  all  to  have  mention’d  in  their  Narration. 

Motezuim,  fo  foon  as  he  had,  on  his  own  Part,  and  on  that 
of  his  Nobles,  comply’d  with  the  Acknowledgment  of  Submil- 
fion  offer’d  in  the  Afiembly,  fent  for  Cortez,  and  with  an  unac- 
cuftom’d  Air  of  Severity,  told  him,  “ That  it  w;as  realonable 
“ he  fhould  now  begin  to  think  of  his  Journey,  fince  he  was 
“ intirely  difpatch’d  3 and  that  the  Motives,  or  Pretences  for  his 
“ Stay  being  ceas’d,  and  he  having  receiv’d,  for  the  Service  of 
“ the  King  his  Mafter,  fo  favourable  an  Anfwer  to  his  Embaffy, 
w his  Valfals  would  not  fail  of  furmifing  that  he  had  greater 
“ Views,  if  they  faw  him  voluntarily  continue  longer  in  his 
“ Court,  nor  could  he  himfelf  any  ways  fupport  him, 
“ when  Reafon  was  not  on  his  Side.”  This  fliort  Intimation 
of  his  Mind,  deliver’d  in  a Sort  of  menacing  Tone,  w ith  Signs 
of  a premeditated  Refolution,  was  fo  unexpected  a Novelty 
to  Corte that  he  paus’d  for  fome  Moments,  to  call  to  his  Alli- 
ftance  his  wonted  Difcretion  in  the  Reply  he  was  to  make  5 
and  difcovering  then  the  Artifice  of  thole  Liberalities  and  Fa- 
vours of  the  late  Alfembly,  the  firft  Motion  of  his  Mind 
prompted  him  to  return  a refolute  Anfwer,  and  to  have  Re- 
courfe  to  that  fuperior  Genius,  by  which  he  had  the  Afcendant 
over  him  3 and  whether  it  was  with  this  Intent,  or  that  he  began 
to  fufpeCt  Motezuma  might  have  fome  Force  ready  to  back  him, 
fince  he  had  deliver’d  himfelf  in  fuch  warm  and  plain  T erms, 
he  privately  gave  Orders  to  one  of  his  Captains  to  make  his 
Soldiers  take  to  their  Arms,  and  to  be  in  a Readinefs  for  any 
Occafion  that  might  offer.  But  advifing  better  with  himfelf, 
he  determin’dto  feem  for  the  prefent  to  acquiefceto  his  Plealure, 
and  to  give  fome  Reafon  for  the  Delay  of  his  Anfwer,  he 
handfomly  excus’d  his  being  embarrafs’d  at  feeing  him  mov  d 
more  than  ordinary,  tho’  what  he  had  been  pleas  d to  order 
was  nothing  but  what  was  very  reafonable.  He  told  him,  “ 1 hat 
“ he  would  inftantly  go  about  preparing  for  his  Journey  : 
“ That  he  had  now  every  Thing  ready  which  he  wanted  3 and 
<c  that  having  before  defign’d  to  execute  it  without  farther  De- 
<c  lay,  he  had  come  with  a Refolution  of  begging  his  Permilfion 
<£  for  the  building  of  fome  Velfels  proper  for  lo  tedious  a Voyage, 
a having,  as  his  Majefty  well  knew,  loft  thofein  which  he  came 
“ thither.”  With  this  artful  and  prudent  Reply,  he  exprefs’d 
his  Obedience,  and  fufpended  the  Execution,  freeing  himfelf 
from  his  prefent  Embarralfment,  and  gaining  Time  for  farcher 
Refolutions. 

N n 
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It  is  faid  that  Motezuma  had  provided  Fifty  Thoufand  Men 
to  fupport  his  Determination,  and  that  he  came  fully  refolv’d  to 
make  himfelf  obey'd  by  Force  in  Cafe  he  found  there  was  any 
Occafion  : But  it  is  molt  certain,  that  he  greatly  apprehended 
the  Anfwer  of  Corte z,,  and  defir’d  to  avoid  a Rupture  5 for  he 
embrac’d  him  with  particular  AfFedtion,  being  highly  pleas’d 
with  his  Reply,  which  he  feem’d  not  to  have  expedted.  He 
was  pleas’d  that  Cortez,  had  depriv’d  him  of  the  Opportunity  of 
putting  himfelf  in  a Paffion,  or  breaking  with  a Perlon  for  whom 
he  had  not  only  a Friendfhip,  but  likewife  an  Efteem,  which 
came  very  fhort  of  Refpedt  j and  finding  himfelf  now  free  from 
thofe  Apprehenfions,  he  faid,  “ That  it  was  not  his  Intention  to 
“ haften  his  Departure  without  furnifhing  him  with  the  neceflary 
“ Means  to  put  it  in  Execution:  That  he  fhould,  without  De- 
“ lay,  difpofe  every  Thing  for  building  of  the  Veffels;  and  in 
“ the  mean  Time  he  need  not  give  himfelf  any  Difturbance, 
“ nor  ftir  from  his  Court.  That  it  was  fufficient  for  the  Sa- 
“ tisfadtion  of  his  Gods,  and  the  Quiet  of  his  Subjedts,  that 
“ he  had  fliewed  fuch  Readinefs  to  obey  the  Commands  of  the 
“ firft,  and  to  comply  with  the  Demands  of  the  latter.”  At 
this  Time  the  Devil  wearied  him  with  horrible  Threats,  delu- 
ding him  with  Voices  real  or  imaginary  from  the  Mouths  of 
his  Idols,  to  irritate  him  againft  the  Spaniards.  The  frefh  Ru- 
mours which  were  fpreading  among!!:  his  People,  who  very 
much  refented  that  he  had  made  himfelf  the  Tributary  of  a 
ftrange  Prince,  gave  him  likewife  great  Uneafinefs,  they  look- 
ing upon  this  quitting  of  his  Authority  as  a new  Grievance, 
which  in  Time  would  fall  heavy  upon  the  Backs  of  his  Valfals  3 
fo  that  he  found  himfelf  attack’d  on  the  one  Side  by  Politicks, 
and  the  other  by  Religion  5 and  it  was  very  much  that  he  de- 
termin’d to  give  this  Permiffion  to  Corte ^ as  being  moft  obfer- 
vant  towards  his  Gods,  and  no  lefs  fuperftitious  to  the  Idol  of 
his  Ambition. 

Orders  were  inllantly  iffu’d  out  for  the  building  of  the  Vef- 
fels. The  Journey  was  publifh’d,  and  Mote^uma  made  Procla- 
mation, that  all  the  Carpenters  of  the  Country  round  about 
fhould  repair  to  Ulua , affigning  the  Places  where  they  were  to 
cut  Wood,  and  the  Towns  which  were  to  contribute  Indians  of 
Burthen  to  carry  it  to  the  Dock.  Hernan  Corte for  his  Part, 
affedted  an  outward  Shew  of  Compliance : He  immediately  dis- 
patch’d away  the  Mafters  and  Workmen  who  had  been  em- 
ploy’d in  building  the  Brigantines,  and  were  well  known  now 
amongft  the  Mexicans.  He  difcours’d  publickly  with  them  of 
the  Size  and  Quality  of  thofe  Veffels,  ordering  them  to  make 

Ufe 
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Ufe  of  the  Iron-Work,  Rigging,  and  Sails  of  thofe  which  were 
funk,  and  all  the  Talk  was  of  the  Voyage,  as  if  it  had  been  re- 
folv’d  on.  Thus  he  lull’d  the  Mexicans  afleep,  quell'd  the  growing 
Murmurings,  and  confirm’d  himfelf  in  Mote^umas  Confidence. 

But  at  the  Time  when  the  Builders  were  to  fet  out  lor 
Vera  Cru^,  the  General  fent  for  Martin  Lope z,  a 'Bifcainer  by 
Nation,  who  went  as  chief  Director,  who  as  he  was  a con- 
fummate  Mafter  in  the  Art  of  Building,  was  the  better  qualify ’d 
to  do  his  Duty  as  a well-difciplin’d  Soldier:  Corte z gave  him 
privately  in  Charge  5 “ That  he  fihould  go  on  by  little  and 
lC  little  in  the  building  of  thofe  Veflels,  and  endeavour  to  pro- 
“ long  the  Work  as  much  as  he  poflibly  could,  but  ftill  with 
“ fuch  an  artful  Management,  that  they  might  go  on  (lowly, 
“ without  feeming  to  delay.”  His  Defign  was,  under  the  Co- 
lour of  this,  to  keep  himfelf  ftill  at  Court,  and  give  Time  to 
his  Commiflaries  Alonjo  Hernande z Lortocarrero  and  Francifco  de 
Montejo,  to  return  from  Spain,  in  Hopes  they  would  bring  him 
fome  frefh  Recruits,  or  at  lead  the  Difpatches  and  Orders  he 
wanted  for  the  Direction  of  his  Undertaking,  which  he  ftill 
firmly  refolv'd  to  profecute ; And  in  Cafe  the  laft  Neceftity 
fhould  force  him  out  of  Mexico,  he  defign’d  to  wait  for  them 
in  Vera  Cru and  maintain  himfelf  under  the  Protection  of 
that  Fortrefs,  making  ufe  of  the  Nations  in  Friendlhip  with 
him  to  oppofe  the  Mexicans : An  admirable  Conftancy,  which 
not  only  fupported  him  in  the  prefent  Difficulties,  but  provi- 
ded againft  thofe  which  might  afterwards  happen. 

Within  a few  Days  happen’d  another  Accident  which  quite 
difconcerted  all  thefe  Meafures,  calling  his  Prudence  and  Cou- 
rage to  a new  Trial.  Mote^uma  had  Intelligence  brought  him, 
that  Eighteen  Sail  of  Ships  were  feen  off  the  Coaft  of  Ulua, 
and  his  Minifters,  who  commanded  in  that  Part  of  the  Coun- 
try, had  fent  the  faid  Ships  and  their  Number  painted  upon 
Cloths,  which  ferv'd  inftead  of  Letters  j with  a Defcription 
of  the  People  they  had  feen  in  them,  and  fome  Characters 
which  fignify’d  what  they  fufpeCted  of  their  Intentions ; being 
Spaniards  in  Appearance,  and  arriving  at  a Time  when  they 
treated  of  difpatching  thofe  who  were  already  in  his  Court. 
Whatever  Impreffion  thefe  Reprefentations  had  on  the  Mind  of 
Motezuma,  the  Refult  was,  that  he  immediately  fent  for  Cortez , 
laid  the  Picture  before  him,  and  told  him,  £<  That  now  the 
“ Provifion  he  was  making  for  his  Journey  was  unneceffary, 
“ lince  fome  Ships  of  his  Nation  were  arriv’d  upon  the  Coafts, 
<c  in  which  he  might  embark.”  Cortez  view’d  the  Painting 
with  more  Attention  than  Surprize  j and  though  he  did  not 
-»  under- 
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underftand  the  Characters  which  defcrib’d  them,  he  knew,  by 
the  Habit  of  the  People,  and  the  Make  of  the  Velfels  enough 
for  him  not  to  doubt  their  being  Spaniards.  The  firft  Morion 
of  his  Heart  would  have  inclin’d  him  to  Joy,  fince  he  believ’d 
for  certain  that  his  Com  mi  Afar  les  were  arriv’d,  and  flatter’d  him- 
felf  that  they  had  brought  him  very  confiderable  Supplies  in 
fuch  a Number  of  Velfels.  The  Imagination  is  eafily  carry’d 
away  to  that  which  it  defires,  and  he  could  not  fuppofe  at  that 
Time,  that  fo  powerful  an  An?iada  was  defign’d  againft  him  • 
for  his  own  fincere,  and  noble  Manner  of  ACting  would  not 
permit  him  to  entertain  any  other  Thoughts,  the  Well-inten- 
tioned being  with  Difficulty  brought  to  believe  that  which  is  a- 
gainft  Juftice and  Reafon.  His  Anfwer  to Motezuma  was,  “That 
he  would  depart  immediately,  if  thofe  Ships  were  bound  back 
“ for  any  of  the  King  of  Spains  Dominions/'  Nor  did  he  think 
it  all  furprizing,  that  he  (hould  have  the  Firft  News  of  thefe  Par- 
ticulars, becaufe  he  was  no  Stranger  to  the  indefatigable  Diligence 
of  their  Couriers,  and  therefore  he  added,  “ That  it  would  not 
“ be  l°ng  bef°re  be  fhould  have  an  Account  from  the  Spaniards 
who  were  at  Zempoala , by  which  Means  they  fhould  know 
“ with  Certainty  whither  thofe  Ships  were  bound,  and  the  De- 
figns  of  their  Owners  $ and  then  he  fhould  fee,  whether  it 
would  be  neeelfary  to  proceed  in  the  building  of  the  Velfels, 
or  whether  he  might  undertake  hisjourney  without  them.” 
Motezuma  approv’d  of  the  Propofal,  being  well  pleas’d  with 
his  Readinefs,  and  acknowledg’d  him  to  be  in  the  Right : But 
in  a fhort  Time  Letters  came  from  Vera  Cru in  which  Gon- 
%iIo  de  SandoVal  fent  Information  5 “ That  thofe  Ships  belong’d 
to  Diego  Vela/que and  brought  Eight  Hundred  Spaniards  to 
oppofe  Hernan  Cortez^,  and  his  Concjueft.”  Which  unexpected 
Stroke  he  receiv  d in  the  Prefence  of  Motezuma , and  ftood  in 
Need  of  all  his  Courage  and  Refolution  to  conceal  his  Pertur- 
bation of  Mind.  He  lound  himfelf  in  Danger  from  the  very  ' 
Quarter  from  whence  he  expected  Succour.  The  Jundure 
was  truly  defperate  : Perplexity  on  every  Side  : Difcontents  and 
Murmurings  in  Mexico,  and  Enemies  upon  the  Coaft.  But  do- 
ing the  beft  he  could  to  compofe  himfelf,  he  conceal’d  his  Con- 
cern from  Moteztima , foften’d  the  Account  amongft  his  own 
People,  and  retir’d  afterwards  to  reafon  calmly,  and  be  at  more 
Liberty  t©  think  of  a Remedy. 


CHAP, 


Book  IV.  o/Mexico,  or  New  Spain,  14^ 


An  Account  of  the  Preparations  made  by  D 1 e g o 
V elasq.u ez  for  the  Deflruffion  of  H e r n a n 
Cortez:  The  Army  and  Fleet  which  he  fent 
againfi  him , under  the  Command  of  Pamphilo 
de  Narvaez  : His  Arrival  upon  the  Coaft  of 
New  Spain;  and  his  fruitlefs  Attempt  to  reduce 
the  Spaniards  of  V era  Cruz. 


E left  Diego  Velafque^  full  of  Diftrufts,  impatient  that 
his  Endeavours  to  detain  Hernan  Cortez^  had  prov’d 
abortive,  difgracing,  with  the  Name  of  Treafon,  the 
Flight  which  his  own  Violence  had  occafion’d,  that  he 
might  take  his  Revenge  under  the  fpecious  Pretext  of  a neceftary 
Remedy.  He  receiv’d  the  Letters  of  the  Licentiate  Benito  Mar- 
tin, his  Chaplain,  with  the  Title  of  the  King’s  Lieutenant,  not 
only  of  that  Illand,  but  of  all  the  Lands  which  fhould  be  dis- 
cover’d and  conquer’d  thorough  his  Means.  He  inform’d  him 
with  what  Kindnefs  or  Acknowledgment  he  was  defended,  and 
protected  by  the  Bifhop  of  Burgos,  Prefident  of  the  Indies  ■,  and 
how  far  that  Prelate  difcountenanc’d  the  Commiflaries  of  Her- 
nan Corteg.  But,  at  the  fame  Time,  acquainted  him  with  what 
Benignity  the  Emperor  had  given  them  Audience  at  Tordefil- 
U s,  together  with  the  Noife  the  great  Wealth  they  brought  had 
made  in  Spain-,  and  of  the  mighty  Hopes  they  already  con- 
ceiv'd of  that  Conqueft,  which  they  efteem’d  preferable  to  all 
that  had  been  made  before. 

With  his  new  Commiflion,  Diego  Velajque ^ entertain’d  grea- 
ter Thoughts.  The  Favours  of  the  Prefident  made  him  bold 
and  prefumptuous  : And  as  human  Paffions  increafe  with  Power, 
and  the  more  Men  are  fupported  by  Authority,  the  greater  Com- 
mand they  generally  take  upon  them  j the  Governor  the  more 
believ’d  himfelf  engag’d  to  refentthe  Offence  he  thought  he  had 
receiv’d,  and  which  he  regarded  now  with  an  Air  of  Superio- 
rity which  perfuaded  him  that  his  Jealoufy  was  no  more  than 
doing  himfelf  Juftice.  The  Applaufes  of  Cortez^  made  him 
impatient  and  outragious  5 and  notwithftanding  he  was  not 
forry  to  fee  the  Conqueft  fo  far  advanc’d,  for  the  Obligations 
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of  his  Duty  always  left  Room  for  the  Service  of  his  Soveraign, 
yet  he  could  not  bear  that  others  fhould  receive  the  Honour 
and  Thanks  for  that  which,  in  his  Opinion,  was  due  to  him 
alone  : So  Vain-glorious  was  he  in  the  Value  he  fet  upon  his 
Share,  in  the  firft  Difpofition  of  that  Enterprize,  that,  with- 
out any  other  Foundation,  he  attributed  to  himfelf  the  Glory 
thereof,  and  thought  himfelf  fo  much  Lord  of  the  Whole,  that 
he  believ’d  the  very  Actions  by  which  it  was  atchiev’d  to  be 
all  his  own. 

Upon  thefe  Motives,  and  with  thefe  wrong  Notions,  he  im- 
mediately prepar’d  to  form  a Fleet  and  Army  for  the  Deftru- 
rftion  of  Cortex  and  all  thofe  who  had  follow’d  his  Fortune  : 
He  bought  Ships,  lifted  Soldiers,  and  went  in  Perfon  over  the 
whole  llland,  viliting  the  Dwellings  of  the  Spaniards , and  encoura- 
ging them  to  the  Undertaking.  He  fet  before  them  the  Obliga- 
tion they  lay  under  to  redrels  his  Injuries : He  fhar’d  with  them 
before-hand  the  immenfe  Riches  of  that  Conqueft,  which,  as 
he  faid,  was  then  ufurp’d  by  ill  advifed  Rebels,  who,  as  they 
had  bafely  made  their  Efcapes  from  Cuba  by  Flight,  had  left 
no  Room  for  any  to  doubt  of  their  Pufilanimity.  With  thefe 
Hopes,  and  fome  Troops  he  got  on  Foot,  wherein  heconfum’d 
the  greateft  Part  of  his  Subftance,  he  in  a few  Days  got  toge- 
ther a Body  of  Men,  which,  in  thofe  Parts  of  the  World,  both 
for  the  Number  and  Quality  of  the  People,  might  be  term’d 
a formidable  Army.  It  confifted  of  Eight  Hundred  Spanijb 
Foot,  Eighty  Horfe,  and  Ten  or  Twelve  Pieces  of  Artillery, 
with  abundance  of  Provifions,  Arms,  and  Ammunition.  Fie 
appointed  for  chief  Commander  of  that  Expedition  Tamphilo  de 
NarVae^,  a Native  of  Valladolid , a Man  of  Capacity,  and  of  the 
firft  Diftindtion  in  that  lOand,  but  highly  opinionated  of  him- 
felf, and  obftinately  pofitivein  his  Relolutions.  He  gave  him 
the  Title  of  his  Lieutenant,  naming  himfelf,  Viceroy  at  leaft, 
of  New  Spain. 

He  gave  him  likewife  fecret  Inftrudtions,  in  which  he  order’d 
him,  “That  he  fhould  endeavour,  to  the  utmoft  of  his  Power, 

“ to  take  Corte and  fhould  fend  him  Prifoner  to  him  under 
“ a ftrong  Guard,  that  he  might  receive  from  his  Hands  the 
“ Punifhment  he  had  deferv’d:  That  he  fhould  do  the  fame 
t£  with  the  Chiefs  of  thofe  who  follow’d  him,  in  Cafe  they  re- 
“ fus’d  to  abandon  his  Intereft  : And  that  he  fhould  take  Pof- 
<c  feflion,  in  his  Name,  of  all  that  had  been  conquer’d,  ad- 
a judging  it  to  be  all  within  his  Diftridt,  as  the  King’s  Lieu- 
“ tenant.  * All  this  without  reafoning  upon  any  Accidents 
which  might  happen  5 for  at  the  Appearance  of  fuch  a Force,  he 

thought 
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thought  he  could  eafily  obtain  all  that  he  proposdj  Confidence, 
a Vice  familiar  to  the  Paflionate,  either  looks  at  Dangers  always 
at  a Diftance,  or  is  infenfible  of  them  till  it  fuffers  under  the 

Difficulty.  , 

The  Monks  of  St.  Geronimo , who  prefided  over  the  Royal 

Chamber  of  Audience  at  St.  Domingo,  and  over  the  other 
Iflands,  with  Supreme  Jurifdidion,  were  inform’d  of  thefe  Pre- 
parations, and  forefeeingthe  Inconveniencies  which  might  refult 
from  fo  publick  a Competition,  fent  the  Licentiate  Lucas  Va/que^ 
de  Ayllon , Auditor  of  the  fame  Royal  Chamber  of  Audience, 
to  endeavour  to  bring  Diego  Velajque ^ to  Reafon  j and  if  he 
found  gentle  Means  infufficient,  he  fhould  acquaint  lum  with 
the  Orders  hecarry’d,  commanding  him,  upon  great  Penalties, 
to  difarm  his  People,  and  unrig  his  Fleet,  and  not  difturb  or 
give  any  Impediment  to  the  Conqueft  in  which  Hernan  Corte^ 
was  employ’d,  under  the  Colour  of  its  belonging  to  him,  upon 
any  Account  or  Pretence  whatloever  : And  fuppofing  that  he 
had  any  perfonal  Complaint  againft  him,  or  might  claim  a 
Riaht  to  the  Country  he  was  then  gaining  for  the  King,  he  mult 
appear  before  the  Royal  Tribunal,  where  he  fhould  be  fure  of 

having  Juftice  done  him  in  a regular  Way. 

This  Minifter  arriv’d  at  the  ifie  of  Cuba,  where  he  found  the 
Fleet  ready  to  fail,  which  confifted  of  Eleven  tall  Ships  and 
Seven  fomewhat  larger  than  Brigantines,  all  in  very  good  Order  j 
and  Dieio  Veklciue^h ufiily  employ’d  in  forwarding  the  Embarka- 
tion of  the  Troops.  The  Licentiate  did  all  he  poffibly  could 
to  reduce  him  to  reafonable  Terms,  making  Ufe  of  what  Ar- 
guments he  thought  propereft  to  perfuade  him  todefift  from  his 
Enterprize,  and  to  put  his  Confidence  in  him  5 representing  to 
him,  “ The  Hazard  to  which  he  expos’d  himfelf  in  Cafe  Corte ^ 
“ fhould  ftand  upon  his  Defence,  fupported  by  thofe  Adven- 
« turers  who  follow’d  him,  and  were  now  interefled  in  defend- 
“ ing  what  they  had  acquir’d : The  Damage  that  might  anfe 
“ when  thofe  Warlike  Indians,  newly  conquer’d,  fhould  perceive 
“ a Civil  War  amongft  the  Spaniards.  And  that  if  by  this 
“ Mifunderftanding,  they  fhould  lofe  a Conqueft  on  which 
“ they  already  fet  fo  great  a Value  in  Spain,  he  would  rifque 
“ his  Credit  in  an  Undertaking  of  fo  bad  an  Afpeift,  without 
« its  bein'?  in  the  Power  of  thofe  who  were  moft  inclin  d in 
“ his  Favour  to  defend  him.”  Then  he  fpoke  on  the  Part  of 
the  Royal  Chamber,  and  endeavour’d  to  perfuade  him  ‘ To 
“ apply  himfelf  to  the  Tribunal,  which  would  confider  his 
“ Cafe  with  Attention,  if  he  did  not  diferedit  it  by  this  A<5t  of 

cc  Violence.”  And  laftly,  feeing  him  incapable  of  Advice,  lor 
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that  every  thing  which  did  not  tend  towards  the  Defini- 
tion of  Hernan  Corte g,  feem’d  to  him  utterly  impracticable,  he 
pafs’d  on  to  the  judicial  Part,  fhew’d  his  Orders,  and  caus’d 
them  to  be  notify’d  by  an  EfcriVans  he  had  brought  with  him 
for  that  Purpofe  ; accompanying  them  with  different  Requefls, 
and  Protefls  3 but  nothing  was  fufficient  to  flop  his  Refolution  : 
For  the  Title  of  the  Brings  Lieutenant  had  fo  rais’d  him  in  his 
own  Conceit,  that  it  feem’d  he  would  acknowledge  no  Superior 
in  his  Government,  and  obftinately  perfifled  in  his  intractable 
Humour.  The  Licentiate  diffembled  fome  Indecencies  without 
direCtly  contradicting  him,  left  he  fhould  render  him  more 
precipitate  3 and  feeing  that  he  endeavour’d  to  haften  the  Em- 
barkation of  his  People,  he  feign’d  a Defire  of  beholding  this 
Land  fo  much  applauded  and  cry  d up,  and,  under  the  Pretext 
of  Curiofity,  offer’d  to  accompany  them,  to  which  Propofal 
Diego  Velajqtle^  eafily  agreed,  that  the  News  of  his  Infolence 
might  come  later  to  the  Ifle  of  Santo  Domingo  5 whereupon  he 
embark’d,  with  the  Approbation  and  Good  Liking  of  all.  A 
Refolution  which  whether  it  proceeded  from  himfelf,  or  from 
his  InftruCtions,  feem’d  well  judg’d,  and  convenient  for  the  pre- 
venting of  any  Breach  amongfl  the  Spaniards.  He  perfuaded 
himfelf,  with  fufficient  Probability,  that  when  he  was  far  di- 
ftant^  from  Fclafque^,  he  might  with  more  Eafe  get  his  Orders 
obey’d,  or  that  at  leaft  his  Mediation  would  be  more  powerful 
with  Tamphtlo  de  NarVae^  and  notwithftanding  his  Affiftance 
was  a new  Inconveniency,  as  we  fhall  fee  hereafter,  his  Zeal  and 
good  Intentions  were  nothing  the  lefs  meritorious:  For  tho’ 
the  Event  does  not  always  anfwer  the  Means  which  are  made 
Ufe  of  to  make  an  Affair  fucceed,yet  this  EffeCt  of  Chance  does 
not  leffen  the  Merit  of  well  concerted  Defigns.  Andres  de  Duero 
that  Secretary  of  Velajquc^  who  favoured  Corte^f 0 much  in  the 
Beginning  of  his  Fortune,  likewife  accompany’d  the  Expedition. 
Some  fay  he  offer’d  himfelf  for  this  Voyage,  purely  to  fhare 
fome  of  that  Wealth,  by  remembring  Corte ^ of  the  Services  he 
had  formerly  done  him  3 and  others  fay  his  Intention  was  to 
mediate  with  Narvae^,  and  prevent,  as  much  as  he  could,  the 
Ruin  of  his  Friend  3 which  we  rather  chufe  to  believe  than  the 
former,  as  being  fenfible  that  it  ill  becomes  an  Hiftorian  to 
value  himfelf  upon  maintaining  ill-natur’d  ConjeChires. 

The  Fleet  let  fail,  and  having  a favourable  Wind,  in  a few 
Days  they  got  a Sight  of  the  defir’d  Land.  They  came  to  an 
Anchor  in  the  Port  of  Ulna,  and  Dampbilo  de  NarVae ^ fent  fome 
Soldiers  afhore  to  get  Intelligence,  and  make  what  Difcovenes 
they  could  in  the  neighbouring  Villages.  Thefe,  who  knew 
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their  Bufinefs,  were  not  long  before  they  furpriz’d  and  took 
Two  or  Three  Spaniards,  who  were  flragling  about  that 
Place  : They  brought  them  before  their  Commander  ; and  the 
Men,  either  fearful  of  fome  Violence,  or  inclin’d  to  NoVelty, 
inform’d  him  of  all  that  had  pafs’d  in  Mexico,  and  Vera  Cru 
feeking  to  flatter  him  by  diferediting  of  Corte Upon  this  In- 
telligence, the  firfl  Thing  he  refolv’d  on  was  to  treat  with  Gon- 
%alo  de  SandoVal  about  the  Surrender  of  the  Fortrefs  under  his 
Command,  and  to  engage  him  either  to  maintain  it  for  him,  or 
to  difmantle  it,  and  with  his  Garrifon  to  join  the  Army.  He 
intruded  this  Negociation  to  a Clergyman  he  had  brought 
with  him,  nam’d  Juan  Q^iis  dc  Guevara,  a Man  of  a lefs  gentle 
Temper  than  his  Profeflion  requir’d.  There  went  with  him 
Three  Soldiers  who  ferv’d  as  Witneffes,  and  a Publick  Notary 
in  Cafe  it  fhould  be  found  neceffary  to  come  to  Terms  of  No- 
tification. Gonzalo  de  Sandoval  had  his  Gentinels  in  proper 
Places  to  obferve  the  Motions  of  the  Fleet,  and  they  gave 
Advice  from  one  to  another,  by  which  Means  he  had  an 
Account  of  their  Approach  a good  while  before  they  arrriv’d  : 
And  being  allur'd  that  there  was  no  greater  Number  to  fol- 
low, he  order’d  the  Gates  of  the  Town  to  be  open’d,  and  re- 
tir’d to  wait  their  Coming  in  his  Lodgings:  They  arriv’d,  and 
not  without  Prefumption  of  being  well  receiv’d.  The  Pried, 
after  the  fird  Civilities  were  over,  and  he  had  deliver’d  his 
Credentials  to  SandoVal,  gave  him  an  Account  of  the  Forces 
with  which  tyatnphilo  de  NarVae ^ was  come  to  take  Satisfaction 
for  the  Injury  which  Hernan  Corte ^ had  done  to  'Diego  V ddjqueg, 
by  withdrawing  from  his  Obedience;  the  Conquefl  of  that 
whole  Country  being  intirely  his  Property,  as  having  been  be- 
gun by  his  Order,  and  at  his  Expence.  He  made  the  Pro- 
pofal  as  a Point  of  no  Manner  of  Difficulty,  and  that  had  more 
than  fufficient  Motives,  and  expected  to  receive  Thanks  for 
coming  to  offer  him  fuch  advantageous  Conditions,  in  an 
Affair  fupported  with  fo  much  Force,  and,  as  he  imagin’d,  fo 
much  Reafon.  Gonzalo  de  SandoVal  anfwer’d  him  with  fome 
Warmth,  which  he  could  not  well  conceal,  “ That  ( Tamphilo 
“ de  TSlarVaez^ was  his  Friend,  and  fo  prudent  and  a loyal  Subject 
0 of  the  King’s,  that  he  would  certainly  defire  nothing  but  what 
“ fhould  be  moll  advantageous  and  convenient  for  his  Ma- 
“ jelly’s  Service  : That  the  prefent  Juncture  of  Affairs,  and  the 
“ State  in  which  the  Conquefl:  was  at  that  Time,  requir'd  that 
“ he  fhould  join  his  Forces  with  thofe  of  Cortez^,  and  affifl  him 
“ to  perfect  that  which  was  now  in  fuch  Forwardnefs ; taking 
“ Care  firfl  of  their  principal  Obligation  ; for  that  the  Quar- 
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“ rels  and  Animofities  of  private  Perfons  were  not,  at  the  King’s 
“ Expence,  to  be  decided  by  a Civil  War : But  fetting  the 
“ Cafe,  that  if,  preferring  his  own  private  Revenge  to  the  Pub- 
“ lick  Incereft,  he  fhould  attempt  any  Manner  of  Violence 
“ againft  Hernan  Corte he  fhould  quickly  be  made  fenfible, 
“ that  not  only  himfelf,  but  all  the  Soldiers  of  that  Garrifort, 
“ would  rather  chufe  to  dye  fighting  by  his  Side,  than  ever 
“ agree  to  fo  bafe  and  difhonourable  an  ACtion.”  The  Prieft 
receiv’d  this  Repulfe,  as  an  unexpected  Stroke ; and  being 
more  accuftom’d  to  fuffer  himfelf  to  be  govern’d  by  his  Paffion 
than  to  reprefs  it,  he  broke  out  into  injurious  Language  an<i 
Threats  againft  Hernan  Corte calling  him  Traytor  j and  went 
fo  far  as  to  fay,  that  Gonzalo  de  Sandoval , and  all  who  efpous’d 
that  Traytor’s  Intereft,  deferv’d  no  better  Title  themfelves. 
They  all  endeavour’d  to  bring  him  to  Reafon,  and  to  contain 
himfelf  within  the  Bounds  of  Moderation,  putting  him  in 
Mind  of  his  Profeffion,  that  he  might  be  fenfible  at  leaft  of 
the  Confideration  why  they  bore  with  him,  But  he,  rai- 
ling his  Voice,  without  changing  his  Style,  commanded  the 
Ejcrivano,  or  Notary,  he  had  brought  with  him,  to  publifih  the 
Orders  he  had,  “ That  all  might  know  that  they  were  to  pay 
“ Obedience  to  Narvaez^,  on  Pain  of  Death.’’  But  this  was  what 
could  not  be  put  in  Execution  5 for  Gonzyilo  de  Sandoval  told  the 
EfcriVano,  plainly,  “ That  he  would  order  him  immediately 
“ to  be  hang’d,  if  he  prefum’d  to  publifih  any  Orders  which 
“ did  not  come  from  the  King.”  In  fhort,  the  Difpute  rofe  to 
that  Height,  that  SandoVal  commanded  them  to  be  feizd  and 
taken  into  Cuftody.  But  foon  after,  reflecting  with  himfelf 
upon  the  Mifchief  they  might  do,  if  they  return’d  exafperated 
to  NarVaezi , he  refolv’d  to  fend  them  Prifoners  to  Mexico,  that 
Hernan  Corte ^ might  fecure  them  there,  or  endeavour  to  reduce 
them.  This  Determination  he  inftantly  put  in  Execution,  pro- 
viding Indians  of  Burthen,  who  carry'd  them  Prifoners  upon 
their  Shoulders  in  a Sort  of  Chairs,  which  they  ufed  inftead  of 
Litters.  There  went  with  them,  as  Commander  of  the  Guard, 
a Spaniard  he  much  confided  in,  whofe  Name  was  <?edro  de  So- 
lis, whom  he  charg'd  not  to  offer  them  any  Injury,  or  ill 
Treatment  upon  the  Road.  SandoVal  difpatch’d  a Courier  be- 
fore, to  give  an  Account  to  Corte and  took  Care  to  get  his 
People  in  a Readinefs,  call  d together  his  Indian  Friends  for  the 
Defence  of  the  Place,  difpoling  of  every  Thing  as  became  a 
vigilant  and  careful  Captain.  It  cannot  be  deny’d,  but  that 
he  exerted  the  Military  Power  too  far  in  the  Imprifonment  of 
an  Ecclefiaftick,  that  being  a Liberty  he  ought  not  to  have  ta- 
ken 5 


Book  IV.  of  Mexico,  or  New  Spain, 

ken,  had  he  not  done  it  with  Political  Views  ; conlidering 
that  it  would  be  very  inconvenient  to  have  a Perlon  of  fo  vio- 
lent and  precipitate  a Difpofition  near  NarVae^,  when  they  were 
to  endeavour  to  bring  Matters  to  an  Accommodation,  Peace 
being  what  was  fo  very  neceffary.  It  maybe  prefum'd,  that,  in 
this  Refolution,  if  he  had  one  Eye  turn’d  towards  his  own  Pri- 
vate Refentrnent,  he  had  the  other  upon  the  Publick  Advan- 
tage : If  he  a&ed  with  this  laft  View,  as  his  firft  Calmnefs  feems 
to  perfuadeus,  whenhe  fuffer’d  the  Prieft’s  Heat,  and  fhew'd  him 
all  due  Refpett,  then  indeed  his  Condudt  ought  not  to  be  fo 
much  condemn’d,  at  lead:  not  the  whole  Action,  becauie  in 
fome  Part  of  it  he  wanted  a little  Moderation ; for  fometimes, 
when  a Man  is  warm’d,  he  goes  thro'  with  what  otherwiie  he 
could  never  have  brought  about  5 and  in  fuch  Calcs  Warmth 
ferves  to  give  Life  to  Prudence. 


CHAP.  VI. 

The  Precautions  of  Hernan  Cortez  to  avoid 
a Rupture . He  makes  Overtures  of  Peace , which 
are  rejected  by  Narvaez,  who , on  the  contra- 
ry^ proclaim  d JHar,  and  feizes  the  Perfon  of  the 
Licentiate  Lucas  Vasquez  de  Avllon. 


E ^ N ATSL  CO  <1{T  E Z receiv’d  frequent  Advices 
of  all  thefe  Particulars,  which  plainly  confirm’d  what 
before  he  only  fufpe&ed  : And  fome  little  Time  af- 
ter, he  underftood,  that  Tamphilo  de  NarVaez^ had  landed, 
and  march’d  with  his  Army  direftly  lor  ZempoaU.  This  News 
made  him  very  uneafy,  dubious,  and  irrefolute  what  Meafures 
he  was  to  take,  and  plainly  fenfible  of  the  Inconveniencies  he 
lay  under.  He  could  think  of  no  Way  that  was  not  attended 
with  ill  Confequences  : To  feek  NarVae^  in  the  Field  with  fuch 
unequal  Forces,  was  Temerity  3 more  particularly  when  he  was 
to  leave  in  Mexico  a Part  of  his  People,  to  cover  the  Quarters, 
defend  their  acquir’d  Treafure,  and  keep  up  that  Kind  of  Guard 
which  Motezuma.  fuffer  d himfelf  to  be  under  : To  expeiSt  his  Ene- 
my in  the  City,  was  the  certain  Way  to  ftir  up  feditious  Humours, 
with  which  the  Mexicans  were  already  but  too  much  infe&ed,  and 
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furnifh  them  with  a fair  Opportunity  of  taking  to  their  Arms  un- 
der the  fpecious  Pretext  of  Self-Defence,  and  by  that  Means  have 
another  Danger  at  his  Back  : To  make  Overtures  of  Peace  to 
“NarVae^,  and  follicite  the  Union  of  their  refpedtive  Forces,  was 
indeed  the  wholefomeft  and  moft  convenient  Method  of  pro- 
ceeding, but  appear’d  the  moft  difficult  5 confidering  the  Per- 
verfenefs  and  the  Obftinacy  of  the  Man’s  Temper  he  had  to  deal 
with,  whom  he  defpair’d  to  bring  to  Reafon,  tho’  he  fhould 
condefcend  even  to  fue  for  his  Friendfhip,  which  as  yet  he  had 
not  refolv’d  upon,  becaufe  a fubmiffive  Condefcenfioti  feldom 
gains  upon  an  infolent  and  obftinate  Difpofition,  and  in  Pro- 
pofals  of  Peace  make  but  a very  indifferent  Figure.  He  con- 
fider’d  the  total  Lofs  of  his  Conqueft  ; the  Difappointment 
of  thofe  great  Beginnings  ; the  Caufe  of  Religion  negletfted  ; 
the  King’s  Intereft  trod  under  Foot  ; and  what  moft  of 
all  concern’d  him  was,  to  find  himfelf  oblig’d  to  feign  Security 
and  Content,  Ifiewing  a Calm  in  his  Countenance  whilft  his 
Bread  was  agitated  by  a furious  Tempeft. 

To  Motezuma  he  faid,  “ That  thofe  newly  arriv’d  Spaniards 
“ were  Vaffals  to  the  King  his  Mafter,  and  had  brought  a Second 
“ Embaffy,  to  fupport  the  Propofition  he  had  already  made  : 
“ That  they  came  with  an  Army,  according  to  the  Cuftom  of 
“ their  Nation  ; but  that  he  would  endeavour  to  difpofe  them 
“ to  return,  and  Would  himfelf  go  along  with  them,  as  having 
<c  now  receiv’d  his  full  Difpatches,  fince  his  Majefty’s  Genero- 
“ fity  and  Bounty  had  left  nothing  for  thole  new  Comers  to 
“ defire,  they  having  no  other  Propofals  to  make  but  what  he 
“ himfelf  had  already  made  and  obtain’d.” 

His  Soldiers  he  encourag'd  with  various  fallacious  Suppofi- 
tions,  telling  them,  “ That  NarVae ^ was  his  very  good  Friend, 
“ and  a Perfon  of  fuch  Honour,  Integrity,  and  good  Senfe, 
“ that  he  would  not  fail  of  hearing  Reafon,  and  would  infal- 
“ libly  prefer  the  Service  of  God  and  his  Soveraign  to  the  In- 
“ tereft  of  a private  Man  : That  Diego  Velafque ^ had  difpeopled 
“ the  Ifland  of  Cuba  purely  to  gratify  his  revengeful  Temper  ; 
“ and,  in  ffiis  Opinion,  he  had  lent  him  a frefh  Supply  of  Spa- 
“ niards  wherewith  to  profecute  his  Conqueft;  for  he  did 
“ not  in  the  leaft  doubt,  but  he  fhould  make  Fellow-Soldiers 
“ and  Companions  of  thofe  who  were  fent  againft  him  as 
“ Enemies.” 

With  his  Captains  he  was  lefs  referv’d.  He  communicated  to 
them  part  of  his  Sufpicions,  and  reafon’d,  by  Way  of  Preven- 
tion, upon  the  Accidents  which  might  offer  : He  reprefented, 
not  without  fome  Aggravations,  the  fmall  Skill  NarVae ^ had  in 
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Military  Affairs ; the  ill  Difpofition  of  his  People  5 the  Inju- 
ftice  of  his  Caufe,  and  other  Motives  of  Encouragement,  in 
which  he  conceal’d  his  real  Sentiments,  giving  them  in  Truth 
more  Hopes  than  he  had  himfelf. 

Lajlly,  He  ask’d  their  Opinion,  as  he  was  always  accuftom’d 
to  do  in  Cafes  of  like  Importance  5 and  difpofing  it  after  fuch 
a Manner  that  theyfhould  advife  him  to  what  he  thought  beft, 
he  refolv’d  firfl:  to  try  to  bring  Matters  to  an  Accommoda- 
tion, and  to  make  fuch  Propofals  to  NarVae^  that  he  fhould  not 
be  able  to  refufe  his  Offers  without  charging  himfelf  with  all 
the  Inconveniencies  of  a Rupture  : But  at  the  fame  Time  lie 
made  Provifion  for  the  War  according  to  his  wonted  Dili- 
gence. He  fent  to  his  Friends  of  Tlafcdla  to  get  ready  Six 
Thoufand  Soldiers  for  an  Enterprize  in  which  it  was  poffible 
he  might  want  their  Service.  He  order d an  Officer,  with 
Three  or  Four  Spanijl?  Soldiers,  who  had  been  in  the  Province 
of  Cbinantla  to  difeover  the  Mines  of  that  Part  of  the  Coun- 
try, to  endeavour  to  difpofe  the  Caciques  to  a Levy  of  other 
Two  Thoufand  Men,  and  that  they  fhould  have  them  ready 
to  march  with  him  at  the  firfl:  Notice.  The  Cbinanteca's  were 
Enemies  to  the  Mexicans,  and  had  declar’d  themfelves  for  the 
Spaniards  with  Signs  of  great  Sincerity,  and  had  fent  privately 
to  offer  them  their  Obedience.  Thefe  were  a valiant  and  war- 
like People,  and  with  whom  he  thought  it  would  redound  very 
much  to  his  Advantage  to  reinforce  his  Army  : And  recol- 
lecting, that  he  had  heard  the  Lances  which  they  us’d  in  their 
Wars  highly  commended,  as  being  confiderably  longer  than 
ours,  and  made  of  a very  tough  Wood,  he  order’d  Three  Hun- 
dred to  be  brought,  to  divide  amongfl:  his  Soldicts,  and  arm’d 
them  with  Points  of  temper’d  Copper,  which  fufficiently  flip- 
plied  the  want  of  Iron  ; a Precaution  which  fucceeded  mighty 
well,  both  becaufe  the  Cavalry  of  NarVae^  gave  him  no  fmall 
Uneafinefs,  and  befides,  he  had  a Mind  to  have  Time  to  m- 
ftruCt  his  Men  in  the  Ufe  and  Management  of  thofe  Arms. 
In  the  mean  while  'Pedro  de  Solis  arriv’d  with  the  Prifoners, 
fent  by  Gon^alo  de  SandoVal,  of  which  he  had  inform’d  Cortes 
and  expected  his  Orders  at  the  Side  of  the  Lake  : But  Cortez^, 
who  already  had  Notice  of  their  coming,  went  out  to  receive 
them  with  more  than  ordinary  Attendance.  He  immediately 
order’d  their  Fetters  to  be  taken  off,  embrac’d  them  with  great 
Humanity,  and  the  Licentiate  Guevara,  more  than  once,  with 
with  particular  Civility,  telling  him,  “ That  he  would  chaflife 
“ Gon^alo  de  Sandoval  for  the  little  Regard  he  had  fhewn  to  his 
<c  Perfon  and  Dignity.’’  He  afterwards  conducted  him  to  his 
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own  Apartment,  gave  him  his  Table,  and  with  a feemin^  Sa- 
tisfaftion,  intimated  feveral  Times,  how  much  he  efteen/d  the 
Happinefs  of  having  Tamphilo  de  NarVae ^ in  that  Country,  on 
Account  of  the  part  Friendfhip  and  Intimacy  that  had  been  be- 
tween them.  He  took  Care  that  the  Spaniards  fliould  all  appear 
cheerful  and  hearty  before  him.  He  made  him  a Witnefs  of 
the  Favours  he  receiv  d from  Mbteguma,  and  the  great  Refpe<ft 
with  which  he  was  treated  by  the  Mexican  Princes.  He  prefented 
him  with  fome  Jewels  of  Value,  which  greatly  mollify’d  the 
Violence  of  his  Temper.  He  did  the  fame  by  his  Companions  • 
and  without  letting  them  know  that  he  flood  in  Need  of  their 
good  Offices  to  incline  NarVae^  to  Peace,  he  difpatch’d  them  in 
Four  Days,  fully  perfuaded  by  his  Reafons,  and  engag’d  by  his 

After  he  had  taken  thefe  politick  Meafures,  leaving  it  to  Time 
to  ripen  and  to  produce  the  Effed,  he  refolv’d  to  fend  fome  Perfon 
of  Account  to  make  fuch  Propofals  to  NarVae^,  as  were  reafonable 
and  convenient  for  the  common  Intereft  and  the  Service  of  the 
Kingj  and  for  this  Negociation  he  chofe  Fryer  'Bartolomeo  de  Olmedo 
a Perfon  of  known  Integrity,  Wifdom,  and  Eloquence,  and  fup- 
ported  by  the  Dignity  of  his  Character,  making  what  Hafte  hepof- 
fibly  could  with  his  Difpatches ; and  gave  him  Letters  for  Nars- 
Vae^,  for  the  Licentiate  Lucas  V i/que ^ de  Ayllon , and  for  the  Se- 
cretary Andres  de  Duero , with  feveral  Jewels  to  diftribute,  as  he 
fliould  think  proper.  The  Importance  of  a Peace  was  the  Ar- 
gument of  thofe  Letters  5 in  that  to  NarVae^,  He  courteously 
bad  him  welcome  to  thofe  Coafts,  with  Expreffions  of 
lar  Refpe<5t  and  Efteem  : And,  after  reminding  him  of  their 
former  Friendfhip  and  Intimacy,  “ He  inform’d  him  of  the 
‘‘  State  of  his  Conqueft  5 acquainting  him,  at  large,  with  the 
u Pl'OVinces  he  had  fubje&ed  5 the  Sagacity  and  Martial  Ge- 
<£  nius  of  the  People  3 and  reprefenting  to  him  the  Power  and 
Grandeur  of  MotezumaA  This  he  did,  not  fo  much  to  mag- 
nify his  own  Actions,  as  to  make  him  fenfible  how  much  It 
imported  them  all  to  unite  their  Forces  for  compleatin<r  the 
Enterprize  which  was  in  fo  great  a Forwardnefs.  He  gave  him 
Iikewife  to  underftand  3 “ How  much  they  ought  to  fear  left 
“ the  Mexicans,  a confederate  and  warlike  Nation,  fliould  come 
to  t^ie  Knowledge  of  any  Mifunderftanding  amongft  the 
t£  Spaniards,  for  that  they  would  very  well  know  how  to  make 
their  Advantage,  and  deftroy  both  Parties  to  free  themfelves 
Kom  a Foreign  \ oke.  And  laftly  he  told  him,  “ That,  to 
prevent  all  Dilputesand  Accidents,  it  was  abfolutely  neceffary, 
that,  without  farther  Delay,  hefhould  acquaint' him  with  the 
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“ Orders  he  brought  5 for  if  they  were  from  the  King,  he  was 
w ready  to  obey  them,  give  up  his  General’s  Staff,  and  the  Army 
<c  under  his  Command  : But  if  his  CommifTion  was  only  from 
“ Diego  Velcifcjuezj  they  ought  both  of  them  to  confider  with 
“ equal  Attention,  how  much  they  adventur’d ; for  that  in 
“ any  Difpute  where  the  King’s  Intereft  was  concern’d,  the  Pre- 
“ tenfions  of  a Vaflal  were  but  of  fmall  Weight,  and  might 
u be  adjufted  at  a cheaper  Rate  3 it  being  his  Defign  to  fatisfy 
“ Vehfque^ox  all  the  Expence  of  his  firft  fitting  out,  and  to  di- 
“ vide  with  him  not  only  the  Profits  but  the  very  Glory  of  the 
“ Conqueft.”  After  this  Manner  he  concluded  his  Letter  ; 
But  thinking  he  had  dwelt  too  long  upon  the  Article  of  Ac- 
commodation, he  added,  by  Way  of  Poftfcript,  forne  brisk  Ex- 
preflions,  letting  him  know,  “ That  he  did  not  make  Ufe  of 
“ Arguments  becaufe  he  wanted  Force  3 and  that  he  knew  as 
£<  well  how  to  defend,  as  how  to  propofe.” 

(pamphilo  de  Narvaez,  had  taken  up  his  Quarter,  and  lodg’d  his 
Army  in  Zempoala  3 and  the  fat  Cazjque  was  very  careful  and 
fedulous  in  the  Entertainments  of,  and  Attendance  upon  thofe 
Spaniards,  believing  they  came  as  a Succour  to  his  Friend  Her- 
nanCorte ^3  but  it  was  not  long  before  he  was  undeceiv’d  : For 
he  did  not  find  in  them  the  fame  Manner  of  Carriage  to  which 
he  had  been  accuftom’d  by  his  former  Guefts  5 and  notwith- 
ftanding  they  had  with  them  no  Interpreter  to  make  themfelves 
be  underftood,  their  Actions  fpoke,  and  their  Proceedings  fuffi- 
ciently  diftinguifh’d  them.  Fie  difeover’d  in  NarVae ^ an  im- 
perious ill-natur’d  Difpofition,  which  gave  him  no  fmall  Trou- 
ble i and  he  left  him  no  Room  to  doubt  when  he  faw  him 
take  by  Force  all  the  Furniture  and  Jewels  which  Hernan  Corte ^ 
had  left  in  his  Houfe.  The  Soldiers,  to  whom  the  Liberty  their 
Commander  took  ferv’d  for  an  Example,  treated  their  Holts 
like  Enemies,  and  put  in  Practice  whatever  Avarice,  and  a 
licentious  Thirlt  for  Rapine,  could  dictate. 

The  Licentiate  Guevara  foon  after  arriv’d,  and  related  the 
Succefs  of  his  Journey  3 the  Grandeur  and  Magnificence  of 
Mexico  3 how  well  Hernan  Corte ^ was  receiv’d  in  that  Court  ; 
how  much  he  was  efteem’d  and  belov’d  by  Motezuma , and  re- 
fpedted  by  his  Vaffals  : Heextoll’d  the  Humanity  and  Courtefy 
With  which  he  had  receiv’d  and  entertain’d  him  3 and  from  that 
he  pafs’d  on  to  what  Corte ^ fo  earneftly  defir’d,  that  it  might 
not  be  known  that  there  was  any  Mifunderftanding  amongft 
the  Spaniards : And  he  was  about  propofing  an  Accommodation 
of  all,  but  he  could  not  profecute  his  Difcourfe,  for  Nar'vae?^ 
cut  him  fhort,  telling  him,  “ That  he  might  return  to 
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“ Mexico , if  the  Artifices  of  Cortege  had  made  fo  mighty  an  Impref- 
“ fion  upon  him  5 and  thruft  him  from  his  Prefence  with  great 
“ Rudenefs  and  Difrefped.”  But  the  Prieft  and  his  Compa- 
nions fought  a new  Auditory  • Paffing  with  that  News,  and 
with  thefe  Prefents,  to  the  Affemblies  of  the  Soldiers,  and  ob- 
tain’d what  mod  of  all  imported  the  Care  and  Diligence  of 
Corte g-,  for  fome  began  to  commend,  and  incline  to  theReafona- 
blenefs  of  his  Arguments ; others  made  Encomiums  upon  his 
Liberality;  and  all  remain'd  difpos’d  to  Peace,  the  moft  Part 
beginning  to  have  a Sufpicion  of,  and  a Diflike  to  the  Obfti- 
nacy  and  ill  Temper  of  NarVaeg. 

Father  'Bartolomeo  dc  Olmedo  foon  follow’d  Guevara,  and  found 
in  Baniphilo  de  NarVae g much  more  Pride  and  Haughtinefs  than 
Good  Nature  and  Humanity.  He  deliver’d  his  Letters,  and  the 
other  having  read  them  out  of  Compliment,  and  with  the  Air  of 
one  who  puts  a Conftraint  upon  himfelf,  he  difpos’d  himfelf 
to  hear  what  he  had  to  fay  ; giving  him  to  underftand,  That  he 
fuffer’d  the  Embaffy  purely  for  the  Sake  of  the  Embaffador. 
The  Father’s  Harangue  was  eloquent,  expreflive,  and  fubftan- 
tial.  He  began  with  putting  him  in  Mind  of  the  Obligations 
of  his  Profeifion,  to  interpofe  himfelf  as  a difinterefted  Me- 
diator in  thefe  Differences ; endeavour’d  to  fet  forth  the  Since- 
rity of  Cortex’s  Heart,  as  an  Eye-Witnefs  to  all  his  Proceedings, 
and  bound  to  fpeak  the  Truth.  Next  he  alfur’d  him,  “ That 
“ it  would  be  no  difficult  Matter  for  him  to  obtain  any  Thing 
‘‘  that  fhould  be  propos’d,  provided  it  was  reafonable,  and  for 
“ the  Service  of  the  King.”  Then  he  reprefented,  in  elegant 
Terms,  “What  a Hazard  they  ran  by  thofe  Mifunderftand- 
“ ings;  and  what  an  extraordinary  Advantage  it  would  be  to 
“ Diego  Velajque g,  if  he  would  co-operate  with  thefe  Forces  to 
<c  compleat  the  Conqueft and  added  : “ That  having  them 
“ at  his  Command,  he  ought  to  weigh  the  life  he  was  to  put 
“ them  to  with  the  prefent  State  of  Affairs;  a Point  which 
“ muff  be  prefuppos’d  in  his  Inftrudions ; fince  it  was  al- 
“ ways  left  to  the  Difcretion  of  the  Captain,  to  chufe  the 
“ Means  with  which  he  was  to  obtain  the  End  he  aim’d  at : 
“ And  a Commander  was  always  oblig’d  to  ad  according  to  the 
“ Times  and  Accidents,  left  in  the  Execution  of  his  Orders 
“ he  fhould  deftroy  the  Intention  thereof.” 

The  Anfwer  of  NarVae ^ was  precipitate  and  confus’d ; he 
faid,  “ That  it  did  not  become  Diego  Velajque ^ to  make  Con- 
“ ditions  with  a rebellious  Subjed,  whole  Chaftifement  was 
“ the  firft  and  principal  Bufinefs  of  the  Army  he  had  under 
“ his  Condud : That  he  would  immediately  proclaim  for 
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“ Traytors  all  thofe  who  efpous’d  the  In  te  re  ft  of  that!  Rebel} 
“ and  that  he  had  brought  Sufficient  Force  to  fnaoch  the  Conr 
“ quell  out  of  his  Hands,  without  having  any  Occafion  for 
“ the  Advice  of  thofe  who,  being  equally  guilty,  with  the  fame 
“ Reafons  they  had  to  tremble  at  his  Approach,  were  endea* 
“ vouring  to  perluade  him.’’  Father  Dwtlxilonico,  ftill  prefer* 
ving  the  lame  Moderation  of  Temper,  reply  d,  “ That  he 
“ would  do  well  to  confider,  what  he  intended  to  refolve  up- 
u on  5 for  before  he  arriv’d  at  Mexico,  he  would  find  whole 
“ Provinces  of  Warlike  Indians , Friends  and  Confederates  to 
“ Cortc who  would  not  fail  to  take  up  Arms  in  his  Defence} 
“ and  that  it  would  not  be  fo  eafy  to  lupprefs  him  as  he  lina- 
“ gin’d,  fince  his  Spaniards  were  all  relolutcly  determin’d  tQ 
lt  dye  with  him  } and  belides,  he  had  Mote^ima  on  his  Side  } 
“ a Prince  fo  powerful,  that  for  every  Angle  Soldier  he  had 
“ brought  with  him,  he  was  able  to  raife  a numerous  Army.” 
<c  And  laflly,  he  told  him,  That  an  Affair  ot  this  Nature  was 
“ not  to  be  refolv’d  in  Hade,  but  requir'd  Deliberation,  and 
“ a fecond  Reflection } adding,  That  he  would  return  for  his, 
“ final  Anlwer.” 

With  this  Bravado  the  Father  took  hi§  Leave,  for  he  thought 
it  was  neceffary  to  abate  that  Confidence  Nar'vae^  had  plac’d 
in  his  Forces,  on  which  he  chiefly  founded  his  Obflinacy. 

He  proceeded  prefently  to  put  in  Execution  the  other  Part 
of  his  Inftrudtions.  He  vifited  the  Licentiate  Lucas  Fajqw^ 
de  Ay  lion , and  the  Secretary  Andres  dc  Duero , who  highly  com- 
mended his  Zeal,  approving  what  he  propos’d  to  NarVw%, 
offering  to  alfift  in  his  Dilpatch  with  their  utmoff  Power,  ip 
order  to  eftablifh  a Peace,  which  was  fo  very  neceffary  to  all. 
Then  the  Father  vifited  the  Captains  and  Soldiers  of  his  Ac- 
quaintance } publifh’d  his  Commilfion  5 endeavour’d  to  fupport; 
the  good  Intention  of  Corte^  made  them  all  defirous  of  a 
Reconciliation}  diftributed  the  Jewels  and  other  Curioffujes  hp 
had  in  Charge  with  good  Judgment,  and  had  Realon  to  hope 
that  there  would  be  a Party  lorm’d  in  Favour  of  Corte^,  or 
at  leaf!  in  Favour  of  an  Accommodation,  had  nqt  Tawpbdo  de 
KarVae^,  who  had  Notice  of  thefe  Practices,  put  a Stop  to  hjs 
Proceeding.  He  order'd  him  to  be  brought  before  him,  loaded 
him  with  Injuries  and  Threats,  call’d  him  a mutinous  and  Jedtfi-. 
ous  Traytor,  giving  the  Name  of  Treafon  to  his  Sounding  a* 
mongft  his  People  the  Praifes  of  Corte and  was  determin’d  tp 
have  fecur’d  his  Perfon,  had  not  the  Secretary  Andres  de  Duero 
interpos’d,  at  whofe  Inftances  he  alter’d  his  Mind,  and  fent  him 
Orders  immediately  to  depart  from  Zempoala. 
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But  the  Licentiate  Lucas  Vajque ^ de  Jyllon , being  inform  d 
of  what  pafs’d,  came  very  leafonably  and  gave  his  Opinion, 
“ That  it  would  be  proper  firft  to  aflemble  all  the  Officers,  that 
“ they  might  conlider  more  deliberately  what  Anfwer  fhould  be 
“ return’d  to  Hernan  Corte Since  he  fhew’d  himfelf  dilpos’d  to 
“ Peace;  and  it  feem’d  no  difficult  Matter  to  bring  it  about  upon 
“ Terms  reafonable  and  advantageous  to  all.  ’ To  which  Propo- 
fal  were  very  much  inclin’d  fome  of  the  Officers  who  were  pre- 
fent : But  NarVae^  heard  him  with  a Sort  of  Impatience  which 
favour’d  fomewhat  of  Contempt  5 and  in  Order  to  flop  all  their 
Mouths  at  once,  he,  before  them  all,  made  a folemn  Declaration 
of  War,  with  Fire  and  Sword,  againft  Hernan  Corte caufing 
the  fame  to  be  publickly  proclaim’d,  pronouncing  him  a Rebel 
and  a Traytortothe  King,  and  affigning  a considerable  Reward 
to  any,  who  fhould  either  take  or  kill  him.  Fie,  at  thefame  Time, 
gave  Orders  that  the  Army  fhould  prepare  to  march.  But 
the  Auditor  Lucas  Velajque^de  Jyllon,  not  being  able  to  endure 
thofe  Irregularities,  and  who  was  indeed  oblig’d  to  put  a Stop  to 
fuch  violent  Proceedings  by  his  own  Authority,  commanded 
the  Cryer  to  delift,  and  plainly  told  NarVae “ That  he  fhould 
“ not  ftira  Foot  from  Zempoala  upon  Pain  of  Death,  nor  em- 
“ ploy  thofe  Forces  without  the  unanimous  Confent  of  the 
<c  whole  Army.”  He  commanded  the  Captains  and  Soldiers  not 
to  obey  him,  and  perfifted  in  his  Protefts  and  in  exerting  his 
Authority  with  fuch  Refolution,  that  NarVae quite  out  of  Pa- 
tience, blind  with  Choler,  and  lofing  all  Refpedl  to  his  Perfon 
and  Fun&ion,  order’d  him  to  be  ignominioufly  apprehended, 
and  immediately  carry ’d  away  on  Board  one  of  his  Veffels  to 
the  Ifland  of  Cuba.  Upon  which  Fryer  'Bartolomeo  de  Olmedo  re- 
turn’d very  much  Scandaliz'd  without  any  farther  Anfwer ; and 
his  own  Captains  and  Soldiers  themfelves  were  fo  highly  in- 
cens’d, that  the  moll  Intelligent,  obferving  he  had  prefum’d 
to  arreft  a Minifter  of  that  Rank  and  Character,  found  them- 
felves oblig’d  to  look  on  till  they  could  take  fome  Meafures  for 
the  Service  of  the  King  ; and  thofe  of  lefs  Judgment  and  Pene- 
tration had  Matter  fufficient  for  Dilaffe&ion  and  Murmuring 
againft  their  Captain.  This  Infolence  of  NarVae ^ gave  the 
Affairs  of  Corte^  a happy  Turn,  confirming  him  in  the  good 
Opinion  of  the  Soldiers ; and  the  falfe  Steps  and  Mismanage- 
ment of  his  Enemy  rais’d  his  Reputation  more  than  all  his  Di- 
ligence and  Circumfpe&ion  had  done  before. 
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Motezuma  continues  his  good  Offices  toward  Cor- 
tez and  his  Spaniards.  The  Alteration  which 
Jome  attribute  to  the  Practices  of  Narvaez  look'd 
upon  as  fictitious  and  improbable.  Cortez  rc- 
folves  to  depart , and  executes  that  Re/olution , lea- 
ving a Part  of  his  Force  in  Mexico. 

OME  of  our  Writers  report,  that  Tamphilo  de  Nar- 
Vae z,  held  a Correfpondence  of  great  Intimacy  and 
Friendfhip  with  Motezuma  : That  Couriers  went  and 
came  from  Mexico  to  Zempoala,  by  whofe  Means  he 
gave  him  to  underftand,  “ That  he  brought  a Commiflion 
“ from  the  King  of  Spain  to  chaftife  the  Violences  and  Exor- 
<c  bitances  of  Corte z That  not  only  he  himfelf,  but  all  thofe 
“ who  follow’d  his  Banners,  were  Fugitives  and  Rebels  5 and 
“ that  having  underftood  how  greatly  his  Majefty  was  op- 
“ prefs’d,  propos’d  immediately  to  march  with  his  Army, 
“ in  order  to  reftore  him  to  his  Liberty,  and  the  peaceable 
“ Poffeffion  of  his  Dominions  5 ” with  other  malicious  Impo- 
fturesof  the  fame  Kind.  To  which  they  add,  That  Motezuma 
charm’d  with  thofe  Hopes  which  fo  agreeably  flatter’d  his  De- 
fires, not  only  carry’d  on  a friendly  Correfpondence  with  him, 
but  alfo  made  him  feveral  great  and  valuable  Prcfents,  being 
jealous  of  Corte z,  and  defirous  to  regain  his  Liberty  thro’  thofe 
private  and  underhand  Means.  We  know  not  how  this  intel- 
ligence could  ever  come  to  the  Knowledge  of  Motezuma  : For 
Ndrteq  had  no  Interpreters  to  make  himfelfunderltood  amonglt 
the  Indians , and  fuch  a concerted  Negociation  could  never  be 
carry’d  on  by  Signs  and  Dumb-Shew.  None  of  his  Spaniards 
came  to  Mexico  except  the  Licentiate  Guevara,  and  his  Compa- 
nions which  Sandoval  fent;  and  thefe  had  never  any  private 
Conference  with  Motezuma.  And  even  had  Corte z been  guilty 
of  fuch  a Piece  of  Negligence,  they  could  not  poflibly  have 
been  intelligible  to  each  other  without  making  Ufe  of  Jgutlar 
or  of  Donna  Marina  ; a Cafe  wholly  inconfiftent  with  what  is 
related  of  their  untainted  Fidelity.  We  mull  believe  then,  that 
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the  Indians  of  Zempoala  knew  by  the  Behaviour,  Countenances,and 
other  exterior  Tokens,  the  Enmity  and  Oppofition  there  fub- 
fifted  between  thofeTwo  Armies,  of  all  which  Intelligence  was 
fent  to  Motezrma  by  his  Confidents  and  Minifters  5 lince  it  is 
not  in  the  lead  to  be  doubted  but  that  he  had  the  Account  be- 
fore it  was  imparted  to  him  by  Conte ^ : But  from  his  ACtions 
it  plainly  appears,  that  he  kept  his  Mind  inviolably  firm,  and 
was  wholly  free  from  any  underhand  Defign  againft  the  Spa- 
niards of  Mexico.  It  is  not  deny’d  but  that  the  Emperor  fent 
fome  Prefcnts  of  Value  to  NarVae^ 5 but  it  cannot  be  concluded 
from  thence  that  there  was  a Corrrefpondence  between  them  : 
For  thefe  Mexican  Princes  were  accuftom  d fo  to  regale  all  Stran- 
gers who  happen’d  to  touch  on  their  Coafts,  as  Motezpma  had 
done  to  Cortland  his  Followers  5 and  he  might  conceal,  without 
Artifice,  that  Mark  of  his  Liberality,  as  being  an  eftablifh’d 
Cuftom,  or  perhaps  to  avoid  feeming  to  make  a Merit  of  his 
Generofity.  But  it  is  obfervable  that  in  thofe  very  Gifts,  whether 
conceal’d  or  otherwife,  there  were  fome  cafual  Circumftances 
which  turn’d  to  the  Credit  of  Corte% : For  upon  the  Receipt  of 
them,  NarVae^  exprefs’d  more  Attachment  to  them  than  was 
becoming  5 for  after  he  had  counted  them  over  with  great 
ExaCtnefs,  he  order’d  them  to  be  fet  afide  with  fuperabundant 
Care,  without  making  the  leaft  Shew  of  his  Liberality  to  his 
greateft  Confidents.  And  the  Soldiers,  tho’  they  are  never  fen- 
fible  of  their  own  infatiable  Avarice,  yet  they  never  fail  of  con- 
demning it  in  their  Generals,  began  to  be  difpirited  with  this 
Difappointment  of  their  Hopes,  and  mixing  their  own  proper 
Interefts  amongft  the  Caufes  of  the  prefent  Divifions,  they  judg’d 
Corte^  had  the  moft  Reafon  on  his  Side,  as  being  the  molt  liberal 
and  generous. 

Father  Bartolomeo  de  Olmedo  at  length  return’d  from  his  Jour- 
ney, and  Hernan  Corte ^ found  in  his  Relation  all  that  he  fuf- 
pected  of  NarVae^  : He  was  not  fo  much  concern’d  at  the  Con- 
tempt he  fhew'd  to  the  Propofals  he  had  made  him  with  Regard 
to  himfelf,  as  he  was  on  Account  of  the  Undertaking.  He  was 
fenfible,  by  the  Imprifonment  of  theAuditorZ.«ow  Ki/que^de  Ay  lion, 
what  little  Regard  he  had  to  the  King’s  Service,  who  could  carry 
his  Infolence  to  fuch  a Length.  He  heard  without  Relentment, 
at  leaft  outwardly,  the  injurious  and  reviling  Language  with 
which  he  treated  him  in  his  Abfence.  Authors  do  with  Juftice 
very  much  commend  his  Moderation,  that  when  he  receiv’d 
Advice  from  feveral  Hands  of  the  Contempt  with  which  he 
fpoke  of  his  Perfon,  the  Indecencies  and  Bitternels  of  his  Re- 
flections, and  how  often  he  took  the  Liberty  to  brand  him  with 
1 the 
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the  infamous  Name  of  Traytor,  he  was  never  heard  co  utter  an 
unfeemly  Expreflion,  or  to  call  Tamphilo  de  NarVae^  by  any  o- 
ther  than  his  own  Name.  A Mind  not  to  be  fufficiently  valud, 
which  can  receive  Outrages,  and  at  the  (ame  Time  preferve  a 

Moderation  ! . . 

Greatly  did  Corte^ comfort  himfelf  with  the  News  which  la- 

ther  (Bartolomeo  de  Olmedo  brought  him,  of  the  good  Difpofition 
he  found  in  the  People  of  NarVae^,  who  for  the  molt  Part  were 
defirous  of  Peace,  and  but  little  affefted  to  his  Opinion  ; (o  that 
he  did  not  doubt  but  that  he  fliould  be  able  to  face  him  as  an 
Enemy,  and  to  bring  him  to  the  Terms  he  defir  d either  by 
Force  or  the  DiffaflFedion  of  his  own  Soldiers.  He  commu- 
cicated  his  Thoughts  to  his  Officers,  and  having  jointly  and 
maturely  confider’d  the  Inconveniencies  on  all  Sides  they  held 
it  for  the  leaft  hazardous  to  take  the  Field  with  the  greatelt 
Number  they  polfibly  could,  and  to  incorporate  the  Indians 
who  were  ready  provided  in  Tlafcala  and  Cbinantla , and  aftei- 
wards  to  march  in  a Body  towards  Zempoala , with  a Dclign  to 
halt  in  feme  confederate  Town,  where  they  might  be  nearer  at 
Hand  to  treat  of  Peace  5 having  befides  the  Advantage  of  ca- 
pitulating with  Arms  in  their  Hands,  and  the  Conven.ency  of 
being  in  a Place  where  they  might  pick  up  fuch of  the  People  of 
Narvaez  as  fliould  determine,  or  be  in  dm  d to  quit  his  1 arty. 
This  Refolution  was  immediately  publifh  d amongft  the  So  - 
diets  and  receiv’d  with  great  Applaufe  and  Chcarfulnefs.  They 
were’ not  ignorant  of  the  great  Inequality  of  Number  there  was 
between  them  and  the  contrary  Party  5 but  in  Sight  of  fuch 
Danger  they  were  fo  far  from  entertaining  the  leaft  Thoughts 
of  Fear  that  thofe  who  lay  under  the  leaft  Obligations  of  ex- 
erting their  Zeal  for  the  Caufe,  claim’d  a Title  to  be  prefentin 
the  Expedition  5 and  it  was  neceffary  to  make  Ufe  both  of  In- 
treaties and  Authority,  when  the  Time  came  to  name  thofe 
who  were  to  be  left  in  Mexico  5 fo  great  was  the  Confidence 
they  had  fix’d,  fome  in  the  Prudence  and  Condud,  others  in  the 
Intrepidity  and  Valour,  but  all  in  general  in  the  good  Fortune 
of  their  Commander  5 for  fo  they  term  d that  extraordinary 
and  uninterrupted  Series  of  Succefs  with  which  he  was  won 
to  accomplifh  whatfoever  he  took  in  Hand.  A Q.ua^cy  w *c  . 
is  of  oreat  Force  on  the  Minds  of  Soldiers,  and  would  be  ltil 
more  fuperlatively  efficacious  if  they  knew  how  to  make  iuitab  e 
Returns  to  the  great  Author  of  Nature  for  thofe  unlook  d-tor 
Events  which  are  call'd  Good  Fortune,  becaufe  they  proceed 
from  a Caufe  they  do  not  comprehend. 
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Heman  Corte without  delaying  the  Matter,  provided 
beforehand  with  various  Pretences,  repair’d  to  Motc^uma  s 
Apartment,  to  give  him  an  Account  of  his  intended  March, 
concealing,  as  much  as  poffible,  his  inward  Concern:  But  the 
Emperor  oblig’d  him  to  take  a Turn  different  from  what  he  had 
defign’d,  by  anticipating  him,  and  beginning  the  Converfation. 
He  receiv’d  him,  faying,  “That  he  had  for  fome  Time  ob- 
“ ferv’d  him  to  be  very  thoughtful,  and  was  concern’d  that  he 
“ fhould  conceal  from  him  the  Caufe  of  his  Difcontent  j for 
“ he  had  from  different  Parts  receiv’d  Information,  That  the 
“ Spanijh  General  refiding  in  Zempoala , came  with  bad  Intentions 
“ againft  him  and  his:  That  he  did  not  fo  much  wonder  that 
“ they  fhould  be  Enemies  for  fome  perfonal  Prejudice,  and 
“ private  Mifunderftanding,  as  that,  being,  as  they  were  Vaf- 
“ fals  to  the 'fame  Prince,  they  fhould  head  Two  Armies  of 
“ contrary  Factions,  by  which  it  plainly  appear’d,  that  one 
“ of  them  mud  of  Neceffity  be  a Rebel  to  his  Soveraign.” 

This  unexpected  Account  from  Mdte^uma,  and  the  Manner 
in  which  it  was  deliver’d,  might  have  embarrafs’d  Corte ^5  nor 
did  it  fail  to  fhock  him  in  fome  Meafure  : But  Vidth  that  natural 
Promptitude  with  which  he  was  always  accuftom’d  to  difengage 
himfelf  upon  fuch  Occafions,  he  anfwer’d  without  Hefitation, 
“ That  thofe  w'ho  made  their  Obfervations  upon  the  bad  In- 
“ tentions  of  thofe  Spaniards , and  the  imprudent  Menaces  of 
“ their  unadvis’d  Commander,  had  inform’d  him  of  no  other 
“ than  the  Truth,  and  he  now  came  with  aDefign  to  commu- 
“ nicate  the  fame  to  him,  having  not  had  it  in  his  Power  to 
“ comply  fooner  with  this  Obligation,  becaufe  Father  Bartolo- 
“ meo  de  Olmedo  was  but  juft  arriv’d  with  the  firft  Account  of 
“ the  News.  That  notwithftanding  the  Spanifr  Captain,  who 
“ was  at  Zempoala,  had  given  fome  Proofs  of  a diforderly  Paf- 
“ fion,  yet  he  was  not  to  be  look'd  upon  as  a Rebel,  but  ra- 
“ ther  as  a Perfon  deceiv’d,  who  imagin’d  he  was  ferving  his 
“ Prince  while  he  was  doing  the  Reverfe  5 for  he  came  thither  in 
“ Quality  of  a Substitute,  or  Lieutenant,  from  a mifinform’d 
“ Governor,  who  refidingin  a very  remote  Province,  was  not  ac- 
“ quainted  with  the  lalt  Refolutions  of  the  Court  of  Spain,  and 
“ was  perfuaded  that  the  Duty  of  this  Embaffy  in  which  himfelf 
“ was  employ’d  was  his  Property,  and  of  Right  belong’d  to  him: 
“ That  all  the  Preparations  of  fo  frivolous  a Precaution  would 
“ eafily  vanifh,  without  any  farther  Trouble  than  his  laying 
“ before  him  his  own  Difpatches,  by  Virtue  of  which  he  had 
“ full  Power  and  Jurifdiction  over  all  the  Spaniards , both  Offi- 
“ cers  and  others,  who  fhould  arrive  upon  thofe  Coafts  : 
i “ And 
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“ And  chat  therefore,  before  his  Ignorance  and  Mifinforiviation 
“ fhould  engage  him  to  take  any  farther  falfe  Steps,  he  had 
“ refolv’d  to  diredt  His  March  to  Zhiipbala,  with  great  Part 
“ of  his  Forces,  to  difpofe  thofe  Spaniards  to  return  to  their 
“ Ships  j and  chat  he  would  make  them  ferifible^  that  they 
“ were  now  to  refpedt  the  Subjects  of  the  Mexican  Empire  as 
“ People  admitted  under  the  Ptotedlion  of  the  King  of  Spain: 
“ That  he  Would  immediately  put  this  in  Execution,  the  prin- 
“ cipal  Motive  of  hi's  haftening  his  Departure  being  che  juft  Con- 
u fideration  ofi  Uotpreventing  them  from  approaching  his  Court, 
u that  Arfiiy  being  compos’d  of  Men  lefs  difeiplin’d  and 
u governable  than  became  thofe  who  were  to  be  admitted 
il  intO  that  Neighbourhood,  without  running  the  Hazard  ol 
“ OCcafionirig 'fome  Difturbance  amongfl  his  Vafials.’’ 

After  this  Mahner  Corh^endeavdur’d,  as  well  as  he  could,  to 
intererl  chat  Prince  in  his  Refolution  5 and  Motezumct , Who  al- 
ready knew  the  Vexations  and  Inconveniencies  of  which  the 
Zenipoalans  complain'd,  commended  his  Defign  3 holding  it ‘ex- 
pedient, that  he  fhould  endeavour  to  keep  at  a Diflance  from 
the  Coudt  Troops  Of  fuch  violent  and  irregular  Proceedings  : 
But  it  appear’d  to  him  as  an  Adi  of  Temerity  in  Corte^,  that 
fince  thole  Spaniards  had  already  declar’d  themfelves  his  Ene- 
mies, and  were  fo  difproportionately  fuperior  to  him  in  Force, 
he  fhould  offer  to  expofe  himfelf  u])on  luch  precarious  Terms  5 
fince,  in  his  Opinion,  if  he  came  off  well,  he  mull  needs  be 
difregarded,  tho’  he  flood  a far  worfe  Chance.  He  offer’d  to 
furnifh  him  with  an  Army  that  fhould  fupport  him,  the  Leaders 
whereof  fhould  be  under  his  Command,  and  intircly  at  his 
Devotion,  fince  he  would  give  them  flridt  Orders  to  refpedt 
and  obey  him  as  theywoulddo  himfelf  if  he  went  in  Perfon  : A 
Point  which  he  repeated,  and  with  many  Inftances  earWeftly 
infilled  upon,  by  which  he  gave  convincing  Proofs  of  his  Sin- 
cerity and  Affedtion,  without  any  Mixture  of  Fallacy  or  Affe- 
dlation.  But  HernanCortez^  gratefully  thank’d  him  for  his  friendly 
Offers,  tho’,  at  the  fame  Time,  he  excus’d  himfelf  from  accepting 
them  3 for  in  Reality  he  plac’d  but  a (lender  Confidence  in  the 
Mexicans , neither  did  he  care  to  run  the  Hazard  of  admitting 
Auxiliary  Forces  which  might  command  him  3 as  one  who  well 
knew  how  embaraffing  it  was  in  Adtions  of  War,  to  have  at 
once  the  Front  engag’d  by  a known  Enemy,  and  the  Sides  atld 
Rear  furrounded  by  Friends  not  much  to  be  confided  in. 

The  Motives  of  his  Journey  being  after  this  Manner  fome- 
what  foften’d,  he  next  employ’d  his  whole  Care  in  making  all 
neceffary  Preparations  for  his  fetting  Otic,  with  a Defign  to  get 

what 
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what  Intelligence  he  was  able,  before  Nartae^  fhould  make  any 
Movement.  He  determin’d  to  leave  in  Mexico  Eighty  Spaniards 
under  the  Command  of  Tedro  de  Jlverado,  which  in  the  Opi- 
nion of  all  was  moll:  prudently  refolv’d,  becaufe  that  Officer 
was  highly  in  Mote^uma’ s Favour,  befides  his  being  a Gentleman 
of  great  Courage  and  good  Senfe,  and  had  the  Advantage  of  be- 
ing an  accomplifh’d  Courtier,  and  together  with  a free  enga- 
ging Behaviour,  he  had  all  the  Refolution  that  was  neceflary 
to  overcome  the  greatefl  Difficulties,  and  could  have  Recourfe 
to  Policy  when  he  found  Strength  was  not  fufficient.  The  Ge- 
neral gave  him  in  Charge,  ‘‘That  he  fhould  do  his  utraoft  to 
“ keep  Motezunui  in  that  Kind  of  Liberty  which  might  make 
“ him  infenlible  of  Confinement,  and  fhould  prevent,  as  much  as 
“ poffible,  his  having  any  long  Conferences  with  the  Mexicans” 
He  left  under  his  Care  all  the  Treafure,  as  well  that  belonging 
to  the  King  his  Soveraign,  as  to  particular  Perfons  ; and  above 
all  he  made  him  fenfible,  how  much  it  imported  to  keep  that 
Part  of  his  Forces  in  the  Mexican  Court,  and  that  Prince  at 
his  Devotion  3 that  being  the  Point  to  which  he  ought  to  di- 
rect all  his  Adtions,  as  the  Foundation  of  their  Common 
Security. 

To  the  Soldiers  he  gave  Orders,  “That  they  fhould  obey  their 
“ Captain,  and  ferve,  and  refpedt  Motezuma  with  greater  Dili- 
“ gence,  Circumfpedtion,  and  Submiffion  than  eve^and  that  they 
“ be  careful  of  maintaining  an  amicable  Correfpondence  with 
“ thofe  of  his  Family  and  Court  : Exhorting  them,  for  their 
“ own  Security,  to  Union  among  themfelves,  and  Civility  to- 
“ wards  others.” 

He  difpatch  d a Courier  to  Gonzalo  de  SandoVal , with  Or- 
ders, “ 1 hat  he  fhould  march  out  to  meet  him,  or,  with  the 

Spaniards  under  his  Command,  wait  his  Coming  at  the  Place 
“ where  he  propos’d  to  halt,  leaving  the  Fortrefs  o ^ Vera  Cruz, 
“ to  the  Care  of  the  Confederate  Indians  3”  which  in  Effedt,  was 
little  lefs  than  abandoning  it.  But  it  Was  not  now  Time  to 
think  of  dividing  his  Forces,  neither  would  that  Fortification, 
which  was  built  only  to  keep  off  the  Indians,  be  capable  of  refi- 
lling the  Spaniards  if  they  had  a Mind  to  attack  it.  He  took  Care 
of  what  Provifions  were  neceffary,  that  he  might  not  have  them  to 
feek,  or  be  forc’d  to  extort  them  from  the  Peafants.  He  procur’d  a 
Body  ophidians  of  Burthen,  who  were  to  carry  the  Baggage  3 and  the 
next  Day  being  fix’d  upon  for  the  March,  he  order’d  High-Mafs  to 
be  celebrated, whereat  he  commanded, that  all  the  Soldiers  fhould 
be  prefent,  in  order  to  recommend  to  God  the  good  Succefs  of 
their  Enterprize 3 protefting before  the  Altar,  “That  he  defir’d 

“ nothing 
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‘ nothing  but  to  do  Service  to  God  and  his  King,  which  in  that 
‘‘  Juncture  he  faid  were  infeparable  : 1 hat  he  went  without 
c<  Hatred,  Malice,  or  Ambition,  which  Conhderation  he  would 
“ always  retain,  and  was  allur’d  that  the  Juftice  of  his  Caule 
“ would  plead  for  him  before  God  and  Man. 

He  next  went  to  take  his  Leave  of  Motezuma,  and  earncitlv 
requeued  him,  “ That  he  would  protect  that  fmall  Number  ot 
“ Spaniards,  he  left  with  him,  and  would  be  pleas  d not  to  aban- 
‘ don  them  upon  any  Account  whatfoever  ; for  the  leait 
“ Change  or  Diminution  of  his  Favour  towards  them  migit 
“ occafion  great  Inconveniencies,  which  would  require  cxtia- 
“ ordinary  Remedies  if  his  Subjects  fhould  perceive  any 
c‘  terationin  his  Management ; and  that  he  fhould  be  very  ouy 
“ to  find  himfelf,at  his  Return,  oblig’d  to  approach  that  cion 

« complaining,  from  whofe  Prefence  he  departed  fo  well  fatisfy  d. 

To  which  he  added,  “That  Pedro  dc  Alvarado  was  left  to  ve  pre- 
fen t his  Perfon  5and  as  by  that  Commifficm  the  Prerogatives  ot 
an  Embaffador  belong’d  to  him,  during  his  Abfence : That  ie 
- had  bound  him  under  an  Obligation  to  aflift  in  every  1 hmg 
“ that  Ifiould  be  for  his  Majefty’s  greater  Service  5 and  that  he 
« did  not  doubt  but  he  fhould  return  very  fpeedily  to  his  1 ie- 
fence,  free  from  all  thefe  Perplexities,  to  receive  his  Orders, 
prepare  for  his  Voyage,  and  carry  to  the  Emperor  his  Sove- 
reign, together  with  his  Majefty’s  magnificent  Prefcnts  the 
News  of  his  Friendfliip  and  Confederacy,  which  would  be  to 
him  the  Jewel  of  far  greater  Value  than  all. 

Motezuma , again  began  to  exprefs  his  Concern,  that  e 1011  c 
offer  to  let  out  with  fo  unequal  a Force,  and  lntrcated  him, 

“ That  if  there  was  no  other  Way  to  decide  their  Dilputcs  ut 
“ by  Arms,  he  would  endeavour  to  delay  the  coming  to  an 
‘c  open  Rupture  till  the  Arrival  of  the  Mexican  Succours,  which 
“ he  would  not  fail  to  get  ready,  in  what  Number  he  defir  d. 
,c  He  gave  him  his  Word  not  to  forfake  the  Spaniards  which  he 
“ left  with  <Pedro  de  Alvarado,  nor  change  his  Habitation  during 
“ his  Abfence.”  Antonio  de  Herrera  adds,  That  he  accompany  d 
him  a good  Way  out  of  Town  with  his  whole  Retinue  ot  Cour- 
tiers ; but  malitioufly  attributes  this  Refpedt  not  to  any  rea 
Friendfhip,  but  to  the  earneft  Defire  he  had  t0 , , 

felf  freed  from  the  Spaniards,  fuppofing  him  to  be  already  dll- 
affected  to  Hernan  Corte ^ and  his  Followers,  and  glad  to  get  rid 
of  them  at  any  Rate.  What  appears  is,  that  he  punctually 
kept  his  Promife,  perfevering  both  in  his  Continuance  with  tie 
Spaniards  in  their  Quarters,  and  in  his  accuftom  d KindncL  and 
Familiarity  to  them,  notwithftanding  great  Difturbances  nap- 
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pen’d,  all  which  he  might  have  remedied  by  returning  to  his 
own  Palace.  And  in  his  whole  Procedure,  as  well  in  what  he 
did  in  the  Defence  of  thofe  Spaniards  who  were  near  his  Perfon, 
as  in  what  he  left  unattempted  againft  the  reft  in  that  Difunion 
of  their  Forces,  it  is  evidently  demonftrable,  that  he  cannot  be 
juftly  charg’d  with  the  leaf!  Double-Dealing,  or  any  Alteration 
in  his  Behaviour  towards  them.  It  is  true,  that  at  laft  he  began 
to  wifh  they  were  gone,  becaufe  the  Quiet  of  his  whole  Realm 
abfolutely  requir’d  it  5 but  he  never  once  refolv’d  to  break 
with  them,  or  ever  forgot  the  Royal  Safe-Guard  under  the 
Prote&ion  of  which  they  refided  at  his  Court.  Thefe  Principles, 
which  indeed  feem  to  belong  to  a better  taught  and  lefs  barbarous 
Prince,  and  little  anlwerable  to  Mote^ufna  s natural  Difpofition, 
yet  fo  total  a Change  of  this  Indian  s Temper  may  be  look’d  upon 
as  one  of  the  Miracles  which  God  wrought  to  facilitate  the 
Conqueft  : For  the  extraordinary  AffeCtion  and  Inclination, 
with  that  awful  Dread  and  Deference,  which  he  always  had  for 
Corte , were  fo  direCtly  oppolite  to  his  unbounded  Pride  and 
Refervednefs,  that  every  one  of  his  Actions  which  fo  notori- 
oully  contradicted  Nature,  may  very  well  be  imputed  to  a 
Divine  Infpiration. 


CHAP.  VIII. 


Hernan  Cortez  directs  his  March  towards 
Zempoala.  Is  difappointed  of  the  Succours  which 
he  expected  from  Tlafcala.  Continues  his  March 
as  far  as  Motalequita ; from  whence  he  again  makes 
Overtures  of  Peace,  and?  with  new  Provocation, 
declares  JVar. 


HE  Y began  their  March,  following  the  Road  of  Cho- 
lula  with  all  the  Caution  and  Care  which  the  Security 
of  the  Army  requir’d,  and  which  Cuftom  had  now 
made  ealy  to  the  Soldiers,  by  long  Experience  grown 
perfcCt in  the  Art^of  War,  inur  d to  the  Hardfbips  which  attend 
it,  and  accuftom  d to  obey  without  Murmuring  or  Difputing. 
They  were  rcceiv  d in  that  City  with  a chearful  Welcome  5 the 
fervile  Dread  with  which  thefe  People  firft  paid  their  Obedience 
being  now  converted  into  an  unfeigned  affectionate  Veneration 
1 for 
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for  their  Conquerors.  From  thence  they  pafs’d  on  to  Tlafcala, 
and  half  a League  from  that  City  they  found  a fplendid  Ap- 
pearance of  the  Nobility,  and  the  whole  Senate.  The  Entrance 
was  celebrated  with  great  Demonftrations  of  Joy,  anlyvp'ablc 
to  the  frefh  Lawrels  with  which  the  Spaniards  return’d,  after  ha- 
ving depriv’d  Mote^uma  of  his  Liberty,  and  fomewhat  abated 
the  exorbitant  Pride  of  the  Mexicans.  A Circumftance  which 
increas’d  their  Applaufes,  and  greatly  better'd  the  Treatment 
ol  the  Army.  The  Senate  immediately  went  to  deliberate  up- 
on the  Anlwer  which  they  were  to  give  to  Hernan  Corte con- 
cerning the  Auxiliary  Forces  he  had  defir  d of  the  Republick. 
And  here  we  find  another  Difagreement  of  our  Authors,  which 
unhappily  too  frequently  occur  in  thefe  Accounts  of  the  Indies, 
obliging  us  fometimes  to  embrace  that  which  has  the  greateft 
Appearance  of  Probability,  and  very  often  to  beat  abundance 
of  Trouble  to  fearch  for  what  is  only  poffible.  (Bernal  Bia^ 
fays,  That  he  demanded  Four  Thoufand  Men,  and  that  they 
gave  him  a Refufal,  with  the  Pretence,  That  their  Soldiers 
durft  not  take  up  Arms  againfi;  the  Spaniards , for  that  they 
found  themfelves  incapable  of  refilling  the  HorfcS  and  Fire- 
Arms.  And  Antonio  de  Herrera  affirms,  That  they  gave  Six  Thou- 
fand  effective  Men,  and  offer’d  him  a greater  Number  5 which 
he  fays  were  actually  incorporated  amongft  the  Spanif?  Com- 
panies, and  that  at  Three  Leagues  Diftance  from  their  City 
they  return’d  Home,  as  not  being  accuftom'd  to  fight  far  from 
their  own  Confines.  But  be  it  as  it  will,  for  it  is  not  of  any 
Importance,  nor  can  we  pretend  to  redtify  every  Error,  it 
is  very  certain,  that  the  Tla/calans  did  not  appear  upon  this 
Occafion.  Hernan  Corley  demanded  their  Militia  more  to  make 
a Noife  and  Shew  with  NarVae^  than  that  he  much  confided 
in  their  Arms,  or  depended  on  their  Service  againfi:  the 
Spaniards. 

But  it  is  likewife  certain,  that  he  parted  from  that  City 
without  Complaint  or  Diftruft  of  the  Tla/calans } for  he  fought 
them  afterwards,  and  found  them  always  ready  when  he  had 
any  Occafion  for  their  Service  againfi:  other  Indians 5 upon  which 
Occalions  they  were  valiant  and  refolute,  having  always 
preferv’d  their  Liberty  in  Spite  of  the  whole  Power  of 
the  Mexican  Emperor,  fo  near  his  Capital  City  ; and  that 
under  the  Reign  of  a Prince  who  center’d  his  greateft  Va- 
nity in  the  Renown  of  being  call’d  a Conqueror.  The  Army 
flay’d  but  a fhort  Time  in  Tla/cala,  and,  haflening  their 
March,  they  pafs’d  on  to  Matalequita,  a Town  of  Indian  Friends, 
diflant  Twelve  Leagues  from  Zempoala , where,  almofl  at  the 
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fame  Inftant,  he  was  join’d  by  Gon^alo  de  Sandoval,  with  the 
Troops  under  his  Command,  and  Seven  Soldiers  more,  who 
the  Day  after  the  Imprifonment  of  the  Auditor  Lucas  Vafque z 
de  Ayllon , had  from  the  Army  pafs’d  to  Vera  Cru z,  as  from  tlm 
Aftion  having  a Sufpicion  of  the  Party  they  were  engag’d  in. 
From  thofe  Spaniards  Corte z was  inform’d  of  all  that  was  tranl- 
adted  in  his  Hnemy  s Quarters,  and  Sandoval  gave  him  an  exadt 
Account  of  all  : For  before  fetting  out  he  found  Means  to 
introduce  into  Zcmpoala  Two  Spanijb  Soldiers,  who  moll;  artfully 
imitated  the  Behaviour  and  Gefture  of  the  Indians , nor  were 
they  very  much  unlike  them  in  their  Complexion  : Thefe 
Men  voluntarily  and  chearfully  Gripp’d  themfelves,  and  con- 
cealing their  Nakednefs  with  the  barbarous  Cloathing  of  that 
Country,  early  in  the  Morning  enter'd  into  Zcmpoala , with  each 
a Basket  of  Fruit  upon  his  Head,  and  placing  themfelves  a- 
mongft  the  reft  of  thole  who  fold  that  Sort  of  Provifion,  truck'd 
their  Fruit  for  Glafs,  and  fo  defirous  were  they  in  feignino  their 
Eagernefs  after  1 nfles,  and  the  Simplicity  of  the  Native  Pea- 
fants,  that  no  one  regarded  them  5 fo  that  they  went  all  about 
the  i own,  and  elcap  d in  Safety  with  what  Intelligence  they 
had  got  : But  not  contented  with  only  this,  they  refolv’d 
to  bring  Proof  of  what  Sort  of  Watch  this  Army  kept  in  the 
Night,  and  leturn  d a Second  Time,  with  each  of  them  a 
Load  of  Grafs,  amongft  fome  Indians  who  had  been  out  a For- 
raging  5 and  did  not  only  difcover  the  Enemy’s  little  Vigi- 
lance  in  theii  Quarters,  but  confirm’d  it  by  bringing  off  to 
Vua  Cm z a Horle  w'hich  they  had  the  Addrefs  to  convey  a- 
way  from  the  very  Parade,  without  meeting  with  the  leaft 
Opposition  5 and  it  happend  to  belong  to  Captain  SalVatierra, 
one  of  the  moft  zealous  Sticklers  in  exafperating  TSLar'vae^  a- 
gainlt  Hernan  Cortez:  A Circumftance  which  made  the  Prize 
much  more  valuable.  Thefe  Two  Soldiers,  notwithftanding 
they  perform’d,  upon  this  Occafion,  all  that  could  be  expedted 
from  Induftry  and  undaunted  Refolution,  yet  their  Names  are 
unfortunately  and  unjuftly  conceal  d,  in  a Defign  fo  well  exe~ 
cuted,  and  in  a Hiftory  w herein  we  find,  at  every  Step,  A&ions 

of  far  lels  Moment  reg.fter’d  as  Honours  to  the  Name  of  the 
Performers. 

Corns,  founded  a great  Part  of  his  Hopes  upon  the  fmall 
Skill  and  Experience  the  oppofite  Party  had  in  Military  Af- 
jlrs  f c“e  Negligence  and  fupine  Security  with  which  <Pam- 
fidode  Narine^  govern’d  the  Troops  under  his  Conduct,  furnifh’d 
his  Imagination  with  various  Defigns  : This  Supimty  pro- 
ceeded, as  Cortex  very  well  knew,  from  the  Contempt  in 

which 


Book  IV.  of  Mexico,  or  New  Spain.  169 

which  that  General  held  the  inferior  Force  of  the  Mexican - 
Spaniards  5 nor  was  Corte ^ at  all  difpleas’d  to  fee  himfelf  and  his 
Partifans  fo  contemn’d,  lince  it  caus’d  fuch  a Security  in  the 
Enemy’s  Army  5 a Security  fo  favourable  to  his  Pretenfions, 
and  which  feem’d  to  fight  his  Battle  for  him  : Nor  was  he  out 
in  that  Manner  of  arguing  j it  being  demonftrably  evident, 
that  Security  is  an  utter  Enemy  to  all  Precaution,  and  has  oc- 
cafion’d  the  Ruin  of  many  a Commander.  It  ought  to  be" 
reckon’d  amongft  the  greateft  Dangers  of  War  ■ for,  generally 
fpeaking,  when  Two  Armies  come  to  meafure  their  Strength, 
the  detpis’d  Enemy  gets  the  better.  In  the  mean  while  Corte ^ 
was  not  idle  3 and  tho'  he  prefs’d  his  Competitor  with  repeated 
Inftances  to  accommodate  their  Difference  in  an  amicable 
Way,  as  wifely  confidering  that  Propofals  of  Peace  ought  to 
precede  the  Rupture  on  his  Side,  yet  he  made  all  necelTary 
Preparations  for  War. 

He  mufler’d  his  Men,  and  found  he  had  Two  Hundred,  Se- 
venty Six  Spaniards , including  the  Officers,  and  tho(e  who  came 
from  Vera  Cru ^ with  Gon^alo  de  SandoVal,  without  reckoning 
the  Indians  of  Burthen  he  had  to  carry  the  Baggage.,  | After  this 
he  difpatch’d  Father  (Bartolomeo  de  Olmedo  a fecond  Time,  to 
make  his  ultimate  Efforts  for  the  adjufting  of  all  Matters  in 
Difpute  3 but  it  was  not  long  before  that  Eccle/iaftick  fenc 
him  Advice  of  the  fmall  Succefs  of  his  Negociation.  But 
Corte^i  defiring  Hill  to  do  fomething  more  in  order  to  juftify 
himfelf,  and  to  gain  Time  till  the  Two  Thoufand  Indians 
which  he  expected  from  Chinantla  were  arriv’d,  he  refolv’d  to 
fend  Captain  Juan  Velajque ^ de  Leon , as  believing,  that  by  his 
Authority,  and  his  near  Relation  to  Diego  Velajque^  his  Me- 
diation might  be  better  accepted.  He  had  long  Experience  of 
his  Fidelity,  and  but  a few  Days  before  he  had  repeated  his 
Protections  of  dying  by  his  Side,  if  there  was  Occafion,  and 
put  into  his  Hands  a Letter  fent  him  by  NarVae wherein  he 
made  him  very  advantageous  Offers,  if  he  would  efpoufe  his 
Intereft.  A Proof  of  his  Friendfhip  and  Integrity,  which  Sin- 
cerity and  ingenious  Procedure  Corteg  return’d  ,by  confiding 
to  his  Management  fo  important  a Negociation.  It  was  ge- 
nerally believ’d,  when  he  arriv’d  at  Zempoala , that  he  came 
determin’d  to  follow  the  Banners  of  his  Kinfmap  Diego  VelaJ- 
que^j  and  NarVaeg^  with  a numerous  Retinue  wept  out  to  re- 
ceive him  : But  when  he  began  to  underftand  his  Commiffion, 
and  found  he  was  endeavouring  to  juftify  and  fupport  the  Caufe 
of  his  Enemy  Corte he  broke  off  the  Difcourfe,  and  with 
fome  Paffion  abruptly  left  him,  tho’  not  altogether  without 

U u Hopes 
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Hopes  of  reducing  him  5 for  before  he  renew’d  the  Conver- 
fation  with  him,  he  gave  Orders  to  mufter  his  whole  Force 
in  his  Prefence,  defiring,  in  Appearance,  either  to  terrify  or 
convince  him  with  this  vain  Oftentation  of  his  Strength.  Some 
advis’d  NarVae?  to  fecure  his  Perfon5  but  that  he  dSrft  not  at- 
tempt, by  Reafon  that  Gentleman  had  many  Friends  in  the 
Army  5 on  the  contrary  he  invited  him  to  Dinner  the  Day  fol- 
lowing, as  he  likewife  did  all  the  Officers  who  were  his  greatell 
Friends,  and  in  whom  he  molt  confided,  to  affift  him  in  "his  En- 
deavours to  bring  that  Captain  over  to  his  Party.  The  Be- 
ginning of  the  Convention  was  all  Civility  and  Comple- 
ments . But  amidft  their  Mirth,  and  the  Liberties  of  the  Fealf, 
there  began  foon  after  fome  Ralleries  to  be  introduc’d  againlf 
Corte^.  And  notwithftanding  Captain  Juan  Felafques  for  fome 
Time  endeavour’d  to  diffemble  his  Uneafinefs,  that  he  might 
not  ruin  the  Negociation  he  was  intrufted  with  5 yet,  when 
they  came  to  indecent  Expreflions,  and  utter’d  injurious  Inve- 
ctives agai  nil  Cone he  could  no  longer  contain  himfelf,  but 
laid  aloud  with  fome  Warmth  ; “That  they  Ihould  enter  upon 
<t  *°™e  other  Difcourfe,  and  not  revile  and  lpeak  ill  of  his 
aWent  General,  in  his  Prefence  ” adding,  “That  who- 
<£  l°ever  amongft  them  all,  who  did  not  efteem  both  Hernan 
CorteK.y  and  everyone  of  his  Partifans  for  good  and  loyal  Sub- 
t£  Co  ^ King  he  would  fay  it  before  fewer  Wit- 

« , e>j  ,^nd  he  woldd  undeceive  him  after  what  Manner  he 

pleas  d.”  They  were  all  filent,  and  Tamphilo  de  NarVaez  was 
like  wile  very  much  embarrafs’d  about  the  Return  of  an  An- 
lwer:  But  a young  Captain,  a near  Kinfman  of  Dmo  Fetaf- 

an<^  °Wn  ^ame’  to°k  uPon  him  to  tell  him, 

« ,rhac  none  was  wo«hy  either  of  being  of  the  Blood,  or  of 
earing  the  Name  of  FelaJque who  fo  ftrenuoulfy  main- 
tain a raytor  s Caufe.  To  which  Juan  Felafquez  giving 

h,mit  nC  rLTe’  drew  his  Sword  with  fo  determin’d  a Refolution 
to  chaftife  his  Infolence,  that  they  had  all  of  them  fufficient 
1 rouble  to  pacify  him  and  prevent  Mifchiefi  In  fhort,  they 
defir  d him  to  return  to  the  Camp  of  Corte^,  to  avoid  the  In- 
conveniencies  which  his  Haying  there  might  produce.  He 
mftantly  did  fo,  taking  with  him  Father  Bartolomeo  de  Olmedo, 
and  1«  fall  feme  Words  at  Parting  intonating  Revenge,  and 
which  feem  d to  threaten  an  open  Rupture. 

r l0n?eL°f  the  °?CerS  were  much  dilTatisfy’d  that  Narvaez  had 
iutrer  d him  to  depart  "without  reconciling  the  Quarrel  be- 
tween  him  and  his  Krnfman,  and  hearing  his  Propofal,  that 
they  might 'have  return  d an  Anfwer,  good  or  badf  according 
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to  what  he  had  in  Copnmiffion  to  propofe:  They  laid,  “ That 
“ a Perfon  of  his  Confideration  and  Authority  ought  to  have 
“ been  treated  with  more  Jlelpect;  and  that  from  his  Judg- 
“ ment  and  Sincerity  it  could  not  be  fupposd,  that  he  would 
“ come  with  any  prepofterou$  or  unrealonable  Mellage:  That 
“ the  nicefl  Punctilios  of  War  never  went  fo  far  as  to  hinder 
“ the  Freedom  of  hearing  every  Thing  an  Embafiador  had  to 
“ fay  : Nor  was  it  good  Policy,  nor  the  right  Way  to  appear 
“ formidable  to  an  Enemy  to  give  him  Caufe  to  believe  they 
“ fear’d  his  Reafons.’’  Tbefe  Difcourfes  p^fs’d  from  the  Offi- 
cers to  the  Soldiers,  with  ip  true  a Knowledge  how  little  jufti- 
fiable  were  their  whole  Procedure  in  this  War,  that  Damphih  dp 
Narl’ae^  was  oblig'd,  in  order  to  quiet  them,  to  name  a Pcrlon, 
who,  in  his  own  and  in  the  Names  of  the  whole  Party,  was  to 
excufe  and  apologize  for  that  Want  of  Civility,  and  to  inquire 
of  Cortez^,  of  what  Points  Juan  Velafque^  de  Leon's  Com  million 
confifted  3 and  to  that  EffeCt  they  unanimoufly  chpfe  the  Se- 
cretary Andres  de  Ducro , who  having  Jefs  Partiality  againfl  Henuuj. 
Cortc feem’d  the  fitteft  Perfon  for  the  Satisfaction  of  the 
Malecontents  3 and  upon  Account  of  hi?  being  withal  a Do- 
me ftick  Servant  to  Diego  Kelafque^  might,  <by  thofe  who  \vcre 
averfe  to  an  Accommodation,  be  better  confided  in  than  any 
other. 

Herncm  Corte finding  by  the  Account  which  Fatfier  Barto- 
lomeo de  Olmedo  and  Juan  J^ela/que^  de  Leon  had  brought  him, 
that  he  had  more  than  fulficiently  made  Advances  towards  ob- 
taining a Peace,  and  holding  it  now  abfolutcly  necefifary  to 
come  to  a Rupture,  he  remov’d  his  Troops,  with  a Defign  of 
approaching  nearer  to  the  Enemy,  and  offeizing  fome  advan- 
tageous Poll;  where  he  (might  attend  the  Arrival  of  the  Chinau,- 
£<?C4-r,  and  conlult  at  Leifure. 

Fie  was  upon  the  March  when  his  Scouts  came  back  with 
Intelligence,  that  the  Secretary  Andres  de  Duerp  was  coming 
from  Zempoala  3 and  Her  nan  Cortege  not  without  Hopes  of  fome 
favourable  News,  advanc’d  to  receive  him:  They  faluted  each 
other  with  equal  .Demonftration  pf  Frfendfhip  and  AffeCtion, 
and  renew’d  thejr  Embraces  feveral  Times,  putting  each  other 
in  Mind  of  their  former  Intimacy.  The  Officers  all  congratu- 
lated his  Arrival  with  great  Etemonftrations  of  Joy  pnd  Satis- 
faction 5 and  before  they  came  to  the  immediate  Point  of 
the  Negociation,  Corte ^ made  him  feveral  valuable  P.refents, 
accompany’d  with  Promifes  of  much  more.  He  flay’d  fill  the 
next  Day,  after  Dinner,  during  whjch  Time  they  had  feveral 

private  Conferences  with  great  Freedom  and  Intimacy.  _ They 

dilcours’d 
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difcours’d  of  fome  Mediums,  in  order  to  a Union  between  the 
Two  contending  Parties,  and  were  very  defirous  of  finding  out  a 
Way  to  reduce  Namwz  to  Reafon,  whofe  Obftinacy  and  un- 
tradable  Temper  was  the  only  Obftacle  to  the  defir’d  Peace. 
Cortez^  went  fo  far  as  to  relinquifih  to  hisCompetitor  the  Mexican 
Expedition,  and  to  go  with  his  Partifans  in  Queft  of  other 
Conquefts.  And  Andres  de  Duero,  feeing  him  ad  fo  nobly 
and  generoufiy  with  his  Enemy,  propos'd  an  Interview  5 not 
doubting  but  that  he  might  prevail  with  NarVae^  to  give  him 
a Meeting,  and  that  by  the  perfonal  Appearance  and  Com- 
munication of  thofe  Two  Rivals,  all  their  Difputes  and  Ani- 
mofities  would  be  the  eafier  furmounted.  Some  fay,  that  he 
carry ’d  Orders  with  him  to  make  that  Propofal : Others,  that 
it  was  wholly  owing  to  Corte but  all  agree,  that  an  Interview 
was  relolvd  upon,  and  adjufted,  affoon  as  Andres  de  Duero  re- 
turn’d to  Zempoala  5 by  whofe  Care  and  Diligence  an  authentic 
Agreement  was  made,  affigning  the  Hour  and  Place  where  the 
Conference  was  to  be  held  ; each  giving  Affurance,  under  his 
Hand,  that  he  would  come  to  the  Place  appointed,  accom- 
pany’d  with  only  Ten  Friends,  who  were  toferve  as  Witnelfes 
to  whatever  fhould  be  faid,  tranfaded,  or  agreed  upon. 

But  at  the  very  Time  while  Hcrnan  Cortez^  was  preparing 
himfelf  to  obferve  with  all  Punduality,  on  his  Part,  the  Con- 
ditions of  that  Agreement,  Andres  de  Duero  gave  him  private 
Notice,  That  NarVae ^ had  refolv’d  to  lay  an  Ambufih,  with  a 
Defign  to  take  or  kill  him  $ which  being  likewife  confirm’d 
by  others  of  his  Friends,  he  was  fo  dung,  that  he  wrote  to 
NarVae^  , giving  him  to  underftand,  “ That  he  had  difeover’d 
his  bafe  unmanlike  Treachery,  and  that  from  that  Moment 
“ he  renounc  d all  Thoughts  of  Accommodation,  remitting 
his  farther  Satisfadion  to  the  Decifion  of  the  Sword.”  Had 
it  not  been  for  this  timely  Advice,  his  Credulity  and  fincere 
Manner  of  Proceeding  would  have  hurry’d  him  blindly  into 
the  Hands  of  his  implacable  Enemy  j and  he  was  fcarce 
capable  of  juftify ing  himfelf  to  his  own  People,  for  this  Want 
of  Caution,  this  precipitate  Confidence,  in  trufting  to  Nar'vae^ 
after  fo  many  repeated  Proofs  of  his  finifter  Intentions.  But 
neverthelefs  he  cannot  juftly  be  accus’d  of  having  aded  the 
Part  of  an  imprudent  Commander  in  putting  that  Confidence 
in  his  Competitor’s  Word  5 fince,  upon  luch  Occafions,  Breach 
of  Faitin  is  a Villany  of  fo  black  and  infamous  a Nature,  that 
an  Eqemy  ought  never  to  be  fufpeded  capable  even  of  at- 
tempting it  : For  fuch  perfidious  Wiles  as  thofe  are  not  to  be 
allow’d  a Place  among  the  Stratagems  of  War,  nor  are 
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Treacheries  and  Deceits  which  leave  a Stain  upon  the  Honour 
of  thoie  who  commit  them,  ever  authorize!  even  in  the  molt 
inveterate  and  rigorous  War. 


CHAP.  IX. 

Hern  an  Cortez  continues  his  March  till  with - 
in  a League  of  Zempoala.  Pamphilo  d f. 
Narvaez  takes  the  Field  with  his  Troops.  Is 
oblig'd  to  retire  by  the  Badnefs  of  the  W eat  her. 
Cortez  refolves  to  attack  him  in  his  Quarters. 

E^NJN  CORTEZ  was  rather  animated,  than  in- 
cens’d at  this  frefh  Inltance  of  his  Competitor’s  Per- 
fidy. An  Enemy  capable  of  fuch  bafe  grovling 
Thoughts  appearing  unworthy  of  his  Apprehenfions, 
as  believing  that  one  who  had  endeavour’d  to  fecure  a Victory 
at  the  Expence  of  his  own  Honour  and  Reputation,  could  ne- 
ver have  any  great  Dependance  either  upon  himfelf  or  his  Par- 
tifans.  He  purlu’d  his  March  with  more  than  ordinary  Diligence 
and  Expedition,  not  that  he  had  abfolutely  determin’d  upon 
the  Meafures  he  was  to  take,  but  having  his  Heart  full  of  Hopes, 
he  was  fpurr’d  on  by  a certain  Confidence  which  feldom  fails  to  be 
the  Forerunner  of  Succefs.  He  took  his  Station  within  a League 
of  Zempoala , in  a Place  where  his  Front  was  defended  by  a River, 
call’d  the  River  of  Canoas , and  his  Rear  by  the  Neighbourhood 
of  Vera  Cru where  the  Inhabitants  afiign’d  them  fome  Cottages, 
fufficiently  commodious  to  quarter  his  People  and  to  refrefh 
them  after  what  they  had  fuffer’d  from  the  fcorching  Heat  of 
the  Sun,  and  the  Fatigues  of  that  tedious  March. 

He  order’d  fome  Scouts  to  pafs  on  the  other  Side  of  the  River, 
where  he  likewife  polled  Centinels,  that  when  his  Troops  had 
for  fome  Time  refrefh ’d  themfelves,  he  might  confult  with  his 
Officers  concerning  what  Meafures  were  to  be  taken,  according 
to  the  Intelligence  he  fhould  receive  from  the  Enemy,  amonglt 
whom  he  had  gain’d  fome  Friends,  and  believ’d,  that  when 
Opportunity  offer’d,  all  who  had  a Difiike  to  this  War  would 
efpoufe  his  Intereft  ; which  Suppofition,  and  the  fmall  Expe- 
rience and  Capacity  of  NarVae gave  him  fufficient  Encourage- 
ment to  venture  fo  near  Zempoala,  without  the  Imputation  of 

X x Imprudence 


1 74  The  Hiflory  of  the  Conquest  Book  IV", 

Imprudence  or  Temerity.  Narvae^  had  Information  of  the 
Place  where  his  Enemy  was  lodg’d  ; and  with  more  Hurry  and 
Precipitation  than  Conduct  and  CircumfpeCtion,  and  a Hafte 
which  appear’d  very  like  Confufion,  he  drew  out  his  Troops 
into  the  Field,  where  he  immediately  order’d  the  War  to  be 
proclaim’d,  as  if  it  had  not  already  been  fufficiently  publifh’d. 
He  affign’d  a Reward  of  Two  Thoufand  Pieces  of  Eight  to 
any  who  lihould  bring  him  the  Head  of  Corte and  a Idler 
Price  for  thofe  of  Gon%alo  de  Sandoval , and  Juan  Velafque ^ de 
Leon.  He  iffued  out  feveral  Orders  at  once,  never  forgetting 
to  exprefs  his  Inveteracy,  and  ftill  mixing  Threats  with  all  he 
fpoke,  and  every  Thing  he  did  fihew’d  a great  Contempt  of  his 
Enemy,  but  ftill  with  lome  Appearances  of  Dread.  His  Troops 
being  at  laft  plac’d  in  Order,  not  by  any  Difpofition  of  his, 
but  by  that  of  the  Officers,  who  did  their  Duty  without  much 
minding  what  he  faid : He  march’d  about  a Quarter  of  a 
League  at  the  Head  of  his  Army,  being  determin’d  to  halt 
and  wait  for  Corte ^ in  the  open  Field  5 foolifhly  perfuading 
himfelf,  that  he  had  fo  little  Judgment  as  to  offer  to  attack 
him  in  fuch  a Place  where  his  Enemy  might  make  all  the 
Advantage  of  the  great  Superiority  of  his  Numbers.  Obfti- 
nately  perlifting  in  that  vain  Credulity,  he  continued  in  that 
Poll  the  whole  Day,  wafting  his  Time,  and  deceiving  his 
Imagination  with  various  inconliftent  Thoughts,  which  gave 
him  Confidence,  and  fondly  flatter’d  his  Hopes.  He  had 
already  diftributed  amongft  his  Soldiers  the  Enemy’s  Spoil, 
inriching  his  Captains  with  the  Treafures  of  Mexico  5 and  talk’d 
very  much  of  the  Victory,  but  little  or  nothing  of  the  En- 
gagement. But  as  the  Sun  was  juft  upon  fetting,  the  Wea- 
ther grew  extremely  dark  and  cloudy,  and  thofe  Clouds  be- 
gan to  difcharge  fo  prodigious  a Quantity  of  Rain,  that  the 
Soldiers  beftow’d  many  bitter  Curfes  upon  their  Expedition, 
and,  with  loud  Clamours,  demanded  to  return  to  their  Quar- 
ters. The  Officers  likewife  foon  grew  as  impatient  as  the  reft, 
and  without  much  Difficulty  prevail’d  with  NarVae^,  who  alfo 
had  his  Share  of  the  general  Uneafinefs ; they  being  all  quite  un- 
accuftom’d  to  refill  the  Inclemencies  of  fuch  tempeftuous  Wea- 
ther, and  many  of  them  were  averfe  to  a War  which  was 
like  to  be  attended  with  fo  many  Inconveniencies. 

NarVae ^ had  a little  before  receiv’d  Information,  that  Corte ^ 
kept  himfelf  on  the  other  Side  of  the  River  5 from  which,  he 
reafonably  enough  conjectur'd,  that  they  had  nothing  to  appre- 
hend from  the  Enemy’s  Quarters  for  that  Night  : And  as  Peo- 
ple are  generally  very  willing  to  believe  what  they  delire,  they 
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all  unanimoufly  agreed,  that  it  was  abfolutely  neceflary  that 
they  fihould  retire,  and  put  it  in  Execution  in  great  Dilorder, 
running  to  feek  for  Shelter,  more  like  Men  before  an  Enemy 
than  like  Soldiers  upon  a March.  KarVac^  however  would  not 
fuffer  his  Forces  to  feparate  that  Night;  rather  becaufe  he  dcfign’d 
to  take  the  Field  early  in  the  Morning,  than  for  any  Jcaloufy 
he  had  of  Corte notwithstanding  he  affedted  the  Vigilance  and 
Care  a General  ought  to  have  when  an  Enemy  is  fo  near  him. 
They  all  lodg’d  themfelves  in  the  principal  Temple  of  the 
City,  which  confifted  of  Three  Towers,  or  Chappels,  at  a fmall 
Diftance  from  each  other,  feated  on  an  Eminence,  and  luffi- 
ciently  capacious,  to  which  they  went  up  by  many  ill-con- 
triv’d  Steps,  the  Steepnefs  and  Difficulty  ot  whole  Alccnt  very 
much  added  to  the  Security  of  the  Height.  The  Rails  at 
the  Foot  of  the  Stairs  he  fortify  d with  his  Artillery.  For  him- 
felf  he  chofe  the  Middle  Tower,  to  which  he  retir  d with  lomc 
Officers,  and  about  One  Hundred  Soldiers  of  thofe  in  whom 
he  moft  confided  ; and  the  reft  of  his  Troops  he  diftributed 
in  the  other  Two,  fending  out  fome  Horfe  to  fcour  the  Neigh- 
bourhood, and  order’d  Two  Centinels  to  be  polled  at  the 
Avenues  ; and  with  thefe  Precautions,  which,  in  his  Opinion, 
left  nothing  unfecur’d  with  Refpedt  to  good  Difcipline,  he  de- 
voted the  Remainder  of  the  Night  to  reft ; and  fo  far  was 
he  from  imagining  or  furmizing  any  Danger,  that  he  gave 
himfelf  up  to  Sleep,  without  taking  any  farther  Care  or 
Concern. 

Andrew  de  T>uero  inllantly  difpatch’d  away  One  he  confided 
in,  and  who  could  go  out  of  the  Place  unfufpedted,  to  inform 
Corte^  by  Word  of  Mouth  of  their  Return,  and  in  what  Man- 
ner they  had  difpos’d  themfelves  in  their  Quarters,  rather  to 
make  him  eafy  by  this  friendly  Advice,  that  he  might  pafs 
the  Night  in  Quiet,  than  to  fend  him  Intelligence,  or  ftir  him 
up  to  new  Defigns.  But  Corte ^ upon  this  Notice  delay’d  but 
little  in  determining  to  lay  hold  of  the  favourable  Opportunity 
which  invited  him  to  Succefs.  He  had  maturely  premeditated 
all  the  Accidents  which  might  offer  themfelves  during  the 
Courfe  of  this  War ; and,  as  fometimes  a Man  mull  fliut  his 
Eyes  to  Difficulties  which  always  appear  grcatell  at  a Diftance, 
and  ought  to  recollect,  that  there  are  fome  Cafes  where  Rea- 
foning  is  an  Enemy  to  Execution,  he  call’d  his  People  toge- 
ther without  more  Delay,  and  put  them  in  Order,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  Tempeft  continued : But  his  Soldiers,  already 
inur’d  to  greater  Fatigues,  obey’d  without  complaining  of  the 
Badnefs  of  the  Weather,,  or  inquiring  the  Occafion  of  fo  unfea- 
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fonable  and  unexpe&ed  a Morion  j fo  much  they  depended 
upon  the  Prudence  and  good  Conduct  of  their  Leader.  They 
pafsd  the  River  with  the  Water  above  their  Middle,  and  this 
Difficulty  being  overcome,  he  made  them  a fhort  Speech, 
wherein  he  communicated  his  Defign  to  them,  without  making 
the  leaf):  Doubt  of  the  Succefs  of  his  Refolution,  nor  yet  bar- 
ring the  Way  to  wholfome  Advice.  He  inform’d  them  with 
what  Confufion  and  Diforder  the  Enemy  had  retir’d  5 feeking 
to  fhelter  themfelves  in  Quarters  to  defend  them  againft  the 
Rigour  of  the  Night  : He  like  wile  told  them  how  they  were 
divided,  and  the  Manner  how  they  were  diftributed  in  the 
Towers  of  the  Temple  : He  aggravated  the  Carelefsnefs 
and  Security  in  which  they  were,  and  with  what  Facility 
they  might  be  attack’d,  before  they  could  be  able  to  unite, 
or  have  Room  to  draw  up : And  perceiving  that  they 
not  only  did  not  oppofe  the  Propofal,  but  approv’d  and 
applauded  it,  he  purlued  his  Harangue,  delivering  himielf 
with  frefli  Ardour  5 Tins  Night,  my  Friends,  faid  he,  this  Night, 
HeaVen  has  Vouchfafd  to  put  into  our  Hands  the  moji  favourable  Op- 
portunity that  Defire  itfelf  could  frame  : You  fhall  this  Night  be  Wit - 
neffes  of  the  great  Confidence  I repofe  in  your  Courage ; and  I muft  in - 
genuoully  confeft,  that  it  is  your  kiioivn  Valour  alone  which  in  fares  me 
with  thefe  bold  Attempts.  A few  Hours  ago  we  expelled  our  Enemies 
here , with  the  Hopes  of  Vanquijhing  them  by  the  Advantage  of  this 
fiiVer : Now  we  have  them  fupinely  carelefi  and  difunited,  the  Very  Con- 
tempt with  which  they  treat  us  fighting  on  our  Side.  From  the  flumeful 
Impatience  with  which  they  quitted  the  Field,  flying  from  the  Inclemency 
of  the  Night,  a flight  InconVeniency  of  Nature,  we  may  readily  gather 
what  life  thofc  Men  will  make  of  that  Eafe  which  they  fought  with  fuch 
pufilanimous  Wealqieft,  and  enjoy  without  Jealoufy  or  Sufficion.  Narvaez 
has  but  little  Kpmvledge  of  the  ' Niceties  and  Punctuality  to  which  the 
Chances  of  War  oblige  Men  : His  Soldiers' are  for  the  mofi  part  Novi- 
ces, People  pic  If  d up  in  Hafie,  who  haVe  never  feen  any  Service,  and 
will  not  find  it  Very  eajy  to  rally  in  the  Obfcurity  of  the  Night,  fince  a 
little  Matter  will  put  them  into  Diforder  in  the  Prefence  of  the  Sun. 
Many  have  been  difoblig  d,  and  complain  of  their  Captain  s Conduit  ; nor 
are  there  wanting  fome  who  favour  our  'Party,  and  not  a few  who  hold 
this  War  in  Deteflation  $ and  Arms  feel  heaVy  when  they  move  againft 
Inclination  : Put  both  the  one  and  the  other  mufi  be  treated  like  Ene- 
mies, till  they  declare  themfelves  ; for  fhould  they  overcome  us,  we  full  be 
us  d life  fiebels  and  Traytors.  Notwithfianding  feafon  and  Juft  ice  is 
on  our  Side,  yet  in  War  Pgafon  is  an  Enemy  to  the  Negligent,  and  ge- 
nerally declares  for  the  Conquerors.  They  come  to  take  from  you  all  that 
you  haVe  acquir  d 5 nor  do  they  affnre  at  left  than  to  be  the  abfolute 
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Lords  of  your  Liberties,  Goods , and  Hopes.  They  will  call  our  Victories , 
theirs : Theirs  the  Land  which  you  have  conquer’d  at  the  Fxpcnce  of  your 
; Blood  : Tl)eirs  the  Glory  of  your  Heroicly  Exploits : And  the  worjl  of 
all  Is,  that  with  the  fame  Foot  with  which  they  endeavour  to  tread  on  our 
Necks,  they  tread  on  the  Service  of  our  SoVeraign,  and  put  a Stop  to  the 
Brogrejs  of  our  Religion  5 for  thofe  will  all  be  lojl  if  we  are  Vanquifh  J 5 
and  notwithftanding  the  Fault  will  be  theirs > yet  it  will  be  quejtioud  who 
are  the  Guilty.  Tlse  Way  to  prevent  thefe  Evils  is  to  behave  yourjelves 
this  Night  with  your  accujlomd  Intrepidity:  You  are  far  better  able  to 
execute  than  I am  to  dictate  : Betake  yourjelves  to  your  Anns,  and  for- 
get not  your  Cuflom  of  conquering  : God  and  the  lying  in  your  H carts, 
Honour  in  your  Eyes,  and  Argument  in  your  Hands : 1 will  be  your 
tnjeparable  Companion  in  all  the  Danger , and  l lejs  pretend  to  encourage 
you  by  my  Words,  than  I do  to  perfuade  you  by  my  Example. 

Their  Minds  were  fo  fir'd  with  this  Speech  ot  Corte z,  that 
the  Soldiers  made  pre'fling  Inftances  not  to  delay  the  March. 
They  all  acknowledg’d  the  Juftnels  of  his  Refolution,  and 
fome  protefted  to  him,  “ That  if  he  once  offer’d  to  think  of 
“ any  Accommodation  with  Nv'Vae z,  they  vyould  withdraw 
“ their  Obedience:”  Words  of  Men  refohitc  and  determin'd, 
which  did  not  found  ill  in  the  Ears  of  Cortez,  bccaule  they 
rather  exprefs’d  Brisknefs  than  DifrcfpedR  Without  Lyfs  of 
Time  he  form’d  Three  fmall  Bodies  of  Iris  Men,  which  were 
rto  fucceed  each  oth?r  in  the  i^ffaujt.  The  Firff  he  comnaft- 
ced  to  the  Charge  of  Gongalo  de  Sandoval,  with  Seventy  Men, 
in  which  Number  were  comprehended  the  Captains  George  and 
Gonzalo  de  Alvarado,  Alonfo  Davila,  Juan  Vclafqueg  de  Leon,  Juan 
Nune^,  de  Mercado,  and  our  Hiftorian  Bernal  Diaz  del  Caft'dlo. 
For  Commander  of  the  Second  he  nam  d the  MaeJlrc  de  Campo , 
ChnJloVal  de  Olid,  with  Seventy  Men  more,  affifled  by  Andres  de 
Tapia,  Bodngo  Bangel,  Juan  Xaraniillo,  and  Bernardino  Fafque^'de 
Tapia  : Corte ^ himfelf  commanded  the  reft,  with  the  Captains 
Diego  de  Orda Alonfo  de*Grado,  ChriJloVal,  and  Martin  de  Gamboa , 
Diego  Bizarro,  and  Domingo  de  Albuquerque.  The  Dilpofition 
was,  “That  Gonzalo  de  SandoVal,  at  the  Head  of  the  Van- 
“ Guard,  fhould  endeavour  to  overcome  the  firft  Difficulty  of 
“ the  Stairs,  and  fruftrate  the  Ufe  of  the  Artillery,  dividing  his 
“ Men  fo  as  to  interrupt  the  Communication  of  the  l wo 
“ Towers  on  the  Sides  j taking  great  Care  to  keep  a profound 
“ Silence  amongft  the  People  : That  ChnJloVal  de  Olid,  fhould 
“ immediately  ufe  his  utmoft  Endeavours  to  get  up  and  inveft 
“ the  Tower  where  NarVaez  was  lodg’d,  and  carry  on  the 
“ Attack  with  all  the  Vigour  they  poflibly  could  : That  the 
<c  General  himfelf  fhould,  with  thofe  who  follow  d him,  take 
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“ Care  to  back  them,  and  to  animate  and  affift  wherefoever 
“ his  Prefence  was  mod  neceffary  5 and  that  as  Toon  as  they 
u had  given  the  Attack,  the  Drums  fhould  beat,  and  the  o- 
“ ther  Warlike  Inftruments  fhould  found,  that  fo  unexpected 
“ a Noife  might  contribute  to  ftrike  a Terror  into  the  Enemy, 
“ and  increale  their  Confufion.”  Father  'Bartolomeo  de  Olmedo 
then  began  his  Spiritual  Exhortation,  and  gave  them  to  under- 
ftand,  in  pathetick  Terms,  That  they  were  going  to  fight  for 
God’s  Caufe,  encouraging  and  exhorting  them  to  do  their  Du- 
ty to  the  utmoft  of  their  Ability,  in  order  to  merit  his  Divine 
Favour.  There  was  a Crofs  in  the  Road,  which  they  them- 
felves  had  fix’d  there  when  they  had  pafs’d  to  Mexico , before 
which  they  all  fell  down  on  their  Knees,  while  the  pious  Eccle- 
fiaftick  dictated  to  them  an  Aft  of  Contrition,  which  with 
Voices,  expreffing  a fervent  Zeal,  they  all  pronounc’d  after 
him  : He  then  order’d  them  to  recite  the  General  Confeifion  of 
Faith  3 and  giving  them  his  Blelfing  and  Abfolution,  he  left 
their  Minds  infpir’d  with  an  Ardour,  which,  tho’  their  Thoughts 
were  before  generous  and  refolute,  was  of  a fublimer  and  more 
refin’d  Nature  5 for  the  Quiet  of  a Man’s  Confcience  either 
leflens  the  Horrors  and  Apprehenfions  of  Danger,  or  ftrength- 
ens  the  Contempt  of  Death. 

This  ACt  of  Devotion  being  over,  Hernan  Corte ^ put  his 
Three  little  Battalions  into  Order : He  difpos’d  the  Pikes  and 
Fire  Arms  in  their  proper  Places  5 repeated  to  the  Officers  their 
InftruCtions,  and  very  particularly  recommended  Silence  to  all  : 
The  Word  he  gave  them  was  El  Efpiritu  Santo,  i.  e.  The  Holy 
Ghojl , it  being  then  Whitfontide.  He  then  began  his  March,  in 
the  fame  Order  they  were  to  give  the  Aflault,  keeping  a very 
flow  Pace,  that  they  might  not  arrive  tir’d,  and  to  give  like- 
wife  the  more  Time  to  the  Enemy  to  indulge  themfelves  with 
Reft,  depending  pretty  much  on  the  Advantage  he  had  of  their 
Security  and  Negligence,  whereby  he  hop’d,  at  a cheaper  Rate, 
to  overcome  them,  without  having  the  leaft  Scruple  for  his 
aCling,  upon  this  Occafion,  with  lefs  Generofity  than  he 
was  wont,  in  this  Manner  of  furprizing  his  Enemy,  call’d 
by  the  Ancients  Faults  of  Emperors  and  Commanders ; 
for  all  Stratagems,  which  are  not  aCtual  Breach  of  Faith, 
are  lawful  Permiffions  in  the  Art  Military,  and  the  Prefe- 
rence between  the  ConduCt  and  the  Courage  of  a Soldier  is 
difputable. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  X 


Herman  Cortez  arrives  at  Zempoala,  where 
he  finds  Oppojition.  He  obtains  the  Victory,  and 
takes  Narvaez  Pr  if  oner,  whofe  T roops  he 
obliges  to  ferve  under  his  Banner . 

0 (pTE  Z had  march’d  fomewhat  more  than  half  a 
League,  when  his  Scouts  return’d  with  a Centinel  of 
NarVae whom  they  had  furpriz’d  and  taken  Pvifo- 
ner ; and  inform’d  him  that  the  other,  his  Compa- 
nion, who  was  a little  behind,  had  efcap’d  among  the  Bullies ; 
an  Accident  which  deftroy’d  their  Suppofition  of  finding  a 
fleeping  Enemy.  Upon  this  they  held  a fliort  Confultation 
amongft  the  Officers  5 and  it  was  unanimoufly  agreed,  That  it 
was  wholly  improbable  that  the  Soldier,  in  Cafe  he  had  dil- 
cover’d  their  March,  would  be  fo  bold  as  to  offer  to  return 
by  the  direCt  Road  at  firft,  it  being  more  likely  that  he  would 
take  a round  about  Way  to  avoid  the  Danger.  The  Rcfult 
of  all  was,  without  Delay  to  haften  their  March,  that  they 
might,  if  poffible,  arrive  to  the  Enemies  Quarters  before  that 
Spy,  or  at  leaft  as  foon  as  he $ fuppofing  that  if  he  had  not 
the  Advantage  of  affaulting  them  fleeping,  they  fliould  find 
them  fcarce  well  awake,  and  in  the  Diforder  of  their  firft  Sur- 
prize. Thus  they  argued  as  they  went,  ftill  advancing  with 
the  utmoft  Expedition,  and  when  they  came  near  the  Town, 
they  left  their  Horfes,  Baggage,  and  other  Incumbrances,  at 
a Brook  a little  out  of  the  Road.  But  the  Centinel,  whofe 
Fear  gave  him  Wings,  arnv  d fome  Minutes  before  them, 
and  gave  the  Alarm,  crying  out  as  loud  as  he  could,  The  Ene- 
my is  upon  m.  Thofe  who  were  moft  alert  inftantly  betook 
themfelves  to  their  Arms,  and  brought  that  Soldier  before 
NarVaez^,  who  after  asking  him  fome  Queftions,  made  flight 
both  of  the  Intelligence  and  the  Perfon  who  brought  it ; 
holding  it  for  a Thing  impracticable,  that  Cortez^  durft  have  the 
Prefumption  to  feek  him  with  fo  fmall  a Number,  within- 
his  very  Lodgment,  or  that  he  could  march  in  a Night  fo 
dark  and  tempeftuous. 


It 
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It  was  but  a little  more  than  Midnight  when  Hernan  Corte ^ 
reach’d  Zempoala , and  he  had  the  good  Fortune  not  to  be  dis- 
cover’d by  the  Enemies  Cavalry,  who,  it  is  probable,  had  ei- 
ther loft  their  Way  in  the  Obfcurity  of  the  Night,  or  had  quit- 
ted the  Road  to  Seek  Some  Shelter  againft  the  Rain,  He  en- 
ter’d the  Town,  and  came  with  his  Troops  within  Sight  of  the 
Temple,  without  finding  any  Corps  de  Guard , .or  Centinel  to  chal- 
lenge him.  The  Difpute  was  then  at  the  higheft  between  Narvae^ 
and  the  Soldier,  who  affirm'd,  he  not  only  Saw  the  Enemy’s 
Van  - Guard,  but  likewife  the  whole  Army  upon  a hafty 
March : But  NarVae^  and  his  People  ftill  fourfd  Pretences  to 
juftify  and  indulge  their  Security,  and  in  canvalfing  and  weigh- 
ing the  Probability  of,  jfiat  Intelligence,  loft  that  Time, 
which  even  had  the  News  been  more  improbable  than  they 
imagin’d  it,  ought  to  have  been  employ’d  in  Prevention  j 
walking  backwards  and  forwards  in  the  uppermoft  Porch, 
Some  dubious  of  the  Truth  of  the  Intelligence  their  Comman- 
der had  receiv’d,  and  others  lefs  diffident,  giving  Credit  to  it} 
but  all  in  general  with  their  Arms  in  sfieir  Hands,  and  little  Ids 
than  prepar’d  for  whatever  might  happen.  Corte ^ Soon  per- 
ceiv’d they  had  difcover’d,  him : And  finding  himlclf  oqw  in 
the  Second  of  the  Cafes  wfiiqh  they  had  before  con fidefid,,  re- 
folv’d  to  give  the  AflauJjC  before  theyi  Should  put  themfelves  in 
Order.  He  made  the  Signal  for  the  Attack,  and  GquzaIo  , de 
Sandoval,  with  his  Van-Guard,  began/  to  mount  the  Stairs,,  ac- 
cording to  the  . Inftrudtions  they  had  receiv’d.  Some  of  the 
Men  belonging  to  the  Artillery,  who  were  upon  Guard,  heard 
the  Noife,  and  firing  two  or  three  Pieces,  founded  an  Alarm, 
which  Sufficiently  convinc’d  them  all  of  the  Truth  of  the  firft 
Rumour.  This  Alarm  was  immediately  Succeeded  by  the 
Noife  of  Drums,  and  confus’d  Voices  - and  prefently  thofe  who 
found  themfelves  neareft  at  Hand,  repair’d  to  the  Defence  of 
the  Stairs.  The  Oppofition  Soon  increas’d,  and  the  Difpute 
came  to  Puffi  of  Pike  and  Sword.  Gonzalo  de  Sandoval  was  ex- 
tremely put  to  it,  being  at  once  to  force  his  Way  againft  a far 
Superior  Number,  with  the  Disadvantage  of  lower  Ground  : 
But  it  was  not  long  before  ChriftoVal  de  Olid  came  up  to  his 
Relief,  and  Hernan  Corte , leaving  his  Rear  form’d,  flung  him- 
felf  into  the  hotreft  of  the  Engagement,  facilitating  the  Ad- 
vance of  both  thole  Captains,  and  performing  with  his  Sword 
what  he  inlpir’d  with  his  Voice,  whofe  Refolution  and  Impe- 
tuofity  the  Enemy  unable  to  withstand,  in  a few  Moments 
began  to  give  Ground,  quitting  the  laft  Step}  and  foon  after 
retreating  in  great  Diforder,  abandoning  the  Porch,  and  the 
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Artillery.  Many  fled  to  their  Quarters,  others  repair’d  to  the 
Gate  of  the  principal  Tower,  where  the  Difpute  again  began, 
and  continu’d  for  lome  Time  with  equal  Courage  on  both 
Sides. 

< Vamphilo  de  NarVae^,  who,  by  his  Friends  Perfualion,  had 
flay’d  to  arm  himfelf,  now  made  his  Appearance  : He  encou- 
rag’d, with  his  Words,  thofe  who  were  engaging  the  Enemy, 
and  did  all  he  could  to  put  them  in  Order.  He  then  advanc’d 
with  fo  much  Boldnefs  into  the  thickefl  of  the  Fight,  that  be- 
ing near  one  Tcdro  Sctnche z Farfan , a Soldier  of  Sandoval's  Com- 
pany, that  Man  gave  him  a Thrufl  in  the  Face  with  his  Pike, 
which  ftruck  out  one  of  his  Eyes,  whereupon  he  fell  down, 
without  being  able  to  fay  any  more  than,  I am  a dead  Man! 
The  News  of  this  Accident  foon  fpread  amongft  his  Troops: 
They  were  all  feiz’d  with  Fear  and  Confternation,  tho’  with 
various  Effects  $ for  fome  abandon’d  him  fhamefully  5 others 
flood  motionlefs  as  if  they  had  been  Thunder-flruck  5 and 
thofe  who  were  mofldefirous  of  doing  their  utmofl  to  fuccour 
him,  fought  like  Men  amaz  d,  and  in  Confufion  at  the  Sud- 
denefs  of  the  Accident  5 infomuch  that  they  found  themfelves 
oblig  d to  retreat,  leaving  the  Conquerors  at  Liberty  to  convey 
him  away,  who  carry’d,  or  rather  dragg  d him  down  the  Stairs. 
Cortez  fent  Orders  to  Goyizalo  de  SandoVal,  to  take  Care  of  fecuring 
his  Perfon,  which  was  put  in  Execution,  by  delivering  him 
to  the  Body  of  Men  which  was  in  the  Rear  : And  that  Com- 
mander, who  a little  before  beheld  this  War  with  fo  carelefs 
an  Eye,  upon  the  Recovery  of  his  Senfes,  found  himfelf  not 
only  with  the  Pain  of  his  Wound,  but  alfo  in  the  Power  of 
his  Enemies,  and  with  Two  Pair  of  Fetters  upon  his  Legs, 
without  the  leafl  Profpe£t  of  obtaining  his  Liberty. 

The  Difpute  was  now,  for  want  of  Refiflance,  at  an  End. 
The  Followers  of  Narvaez  all  fhut  themfelves  up  in  their 
Towers,  fo  greatly  terrify’d  that  they  durfl  not  offer  <0  fire 
one  Shot,  and  only  took  Care  to  defend  the  Entrance.  The 
Partifans  of  Cortez  with  loud  Voices  proclaim  d their  Victory, 
fome  repeating  the  Name  of  Corte z-,  others  that  of  the  Em- 
peror Don  Carlos,  and  the  mod  confederate  invok’d  the  Boly 
Ghoft.  Thefe  Acclamations  of  anticipated  Joy  did  not  a little 
ferve  to  increafe  the  Enemy’s  Confternation,  which  was,  in 
that  Jun&ure,  fupported  by  a Circumftance  of  no  fmall  Im- 
portance towards  perfuading  them  to  believe  that  Cortez  had 
brought  thither  a very  powerful  Army,  which  to  their  think- 
ing, fill’d  a oreat  Part  of  the  circumjacent  Country  5 for  from 
the  Windows  of  their  Towers  they  difcover’d  Lights  at  different 
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Diftances,  which  thro’  the  Night’s  Obfcurity  appear’d  to  their 
Eyes  like  lighted  Matches  in  the  Hands  of  numerous  Bands  of 
Harquebufiers.  Thefe  Lights  were  no  other  than  certain 
Infers  which  fhine  by  Night  like  Glow-Worms,  but  much 
brighter  and  of  a larger  Size  than  thofe  in  our  Hemilphere  : 
An  Apprehenfion  which  had  a very  lingular  Influence  upon 
the  Minds  of  the  more  vulgar  Part  of  the  Army,  and  infpir’d 
with  Doubts  and  Miftrufts  even  thofe  who  fihew’d  themfelves 
moft  refolute.  So  apt  are  the  Unfortunate  to  be  fhock’d  and 
difturb’d  at  the  leaft  Effedfs  of  Chance. 

Corte^  commanded  his  Men  to  ceafe  their  Acclamations  of 
Victory,  the  urifeafonable  Belief  of  which  is  very  often  of  bad 
Confequence,  and  ought  to  be  avoided  and  prevented,  becaufe 
it  renders  Soldiers  carelefs  and  diforderly.  He  gave  Orders 
that  the  Artillery  fhould  be  turn’d  againft  the  Towers,  and 
caus’d  a general  Pardon  to  be  proclaim’d  for  thofe  who  would 
furrenderj  offering  very  reafonable  Conditions,  and  a Com- 
munication of  Interefts  to  all  thofe  who  would  refolve  to  fol- 
low his  Banners  5 Liberty  and  free  Paflage  to  thofe  who  were 
willing  to  return  to  the  Ifland  of  Cuba,  and  to  all  in  general 
Security  for  their  Perfons  and  Baggage,  which  was  very  pru- 
dently confider’d  5 for  it  greatly  imported  that  he  fhould  make 
this  Declaration  of  his  Intentions  before  the  Day,  whofe  Dawn 
was  not  far  off, fhould  undeceive  thofe  People,  and  flhew  how 
inconfiderable  a Force  held  them  opprefs'd,  and  give  them 
Courage  to  recover  from  the  Terror  they  were  in:  For  fome- 
times  Fear  is  converted  into  Rafhnefs,  out  of  mere  Shame  for 
having  been  alarm’d  without  fuitable  Foundation. 

They  had  fcarce  finifh’d  the  Publication  to  the  Three  fe- 
parate  Holds  where  the  Enemy  had  retreated,  when  the  Officers 
and  Soldiers,  in  whole  Troops,  came  to  furrender  themfelves. 
As  they  arriv’d  they  every  one  deliver’d  up  their  Arms  3 and 
Corte , with  his  accuftom’d  Urbanity,  receiv’d  them  very  cour- 
teoufly,  but,  at  the  fame  Time,  caus’d  his  Friends,  as  well  as 
the  others,  to  be  difarm’d,  either  to  conceal  their  Inclinations, 
or  that  their  Example  might  ferve  as  a Precedent  to  the  reft. 
The  Number  of  thofe  who  furrender’d  increas’d  to  that  De- 
gree in  a few  Moments,  that  it  was  neceffary  to  feparate,  and 
fecure  them  with  fufficient  Guards  till  Day  fhould  difcover 
their  Countenances  and  Affedfions. 

In  the  mean  while  Gon^alo  de  Sandoval  did  not  forget  NaA’ae 
but  had  his  Wound  carefully  drefs’d  ; and  Hernan  Corte^,  who  in- 
defatigably  went  up  and  down  to  every  Quarter,  and  confider’d 
NaAae^  as  his  principal  Care,  went  to  fee  him,  not  intending 
1 to 
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to  difcover  himfelf,  that  he  might  not  add  to  his  Affliction  by 
his  Prefence  3 but  the  RelpeCt  his  Soldiers  fhew’d  him  at  his 
Approach  difcoverd  him  5 and  KarVae^  turning  himlelf  to 
look  on  him  with  the  Air  of  one  who  was  not  throughly  fen- 
fible  of  his  Misfortune,  faid,  “ Be  thankful  and  value  your  felf, 
“ Captain,  upon  the  Good  Fortune  you  have  had  in  making 
“ me  your  Prifoner.”  To  which  Correz  reply ’d,  “Thanks 
“ be  to  God  for  all  Things,  Friend:  But  without  any  Manner 
“ of  Vanity,  I do  atfure  you,  that  I account  this  Victory  and 
“ your  Imprifonment  amongft  the  lead:  confiderablc  Actions 
“ which  have  been  tranfa&ed  in  this  Country.” 

Cortez  had  Notice  brought  him,  that  one  of  the  Towers,  in 
which  the  Captains  Safoatierra  and  Diego  Velafque z the  Younger 
had  fot'tify’d  themfelves,  made  an  oblfinate  Defence,  thole  Qtfi- 
cers,  by  their  Authority  and  Perfuafions,  preventing  the  Soldiers 
who  were  with  them  from  furrendring : Whereupon  Cortez 
immediately  return’d  to  the  Temple,  and  caus’d  them  to  be 
fummon’d  and  acquainted,  that  it  they  would  not  furrender, 
they  fhould  be  treated  with  the  iitmoft  Rigour  of  War  5 and 
finding  they  were  refolutely  bent  either  to  defend  themlelvcs  to 
the  laft,  or  to  capitulate,  he,  not  without  fome  Heat,  gave  Or- 
ders to  play  with  Two  Pieces  of  Artillery  upon  the  Tower  3 
but  prefently  after,  he  directed  his  Gunners  to  difeharge  againft 
the  Top  of  the  Building,  more  to  terrify  than  to  hurt  them. 
This  Order  they  punctually  executed,  and  there  needed  no 
more  Trouble,  that  being  fufficient  to  bring  out  the  greateft 
Part  of  the  Defendants  to  ask  Quarter,  leaving  the  Entrance  of 
the  Tower  free,  which  Juan  Velafque z de  Leon  foon  polfcifed 
himfelf  of,  with  a fmall  Body  of  his  Men,  feizing  the  Cap- 
tains Safoatierra  and  Velafquez , both  declar’d  Enemies,  and  who, 
it  was  to  be  fear’d,  might  alpire  to  fupply  the  Vacancy  of  Nar~ 
Vaez-  This  compleated  the  Victory  in  Favour  of  Cortez : On 
his  Side  only  Two  Soldiers  were  kill’d,  and  fome  few  wounded, 
of  which  Number  Two  more  are  faid  to  have  died  after- 
wards. Of  the  contrary  FaCtion  were  kill  d a Captain,  an 
Enfign,  with  Fifteen  private  Men,  and  the  Number  of  the 
Wounded  was  much  more  conliderable.  Narvaez  and  Safoatierra 
were  fent  to  Vera  Cruz  with  a fufficient  Guard.  Young  Diego 
Velafquez  remain’d  Prifoner  with  Juan  Velafque ^ de  Leon  3 and 
notwithftanding  he  had  given  him  a juft  Caufe  of  Refentment 
upon  Account  of  what  had  happen’d  at  Zempoala , he  took  par- 
ticular Care  both  of  his  Cure  and  Entertainment,  to  which  he 
was  partly  mov’d  by  the  Tye  of  Blood,  but  chiefly  out 

of  a noble  and  generous  Inclination.  All  this  was  per- 
form’d 
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form’d  before  the  Morning,  and  was  a remarkable  ACtion 
both  on  Account  of  the  Juftnefs  of  the  Meafures  which  Corte ^ 
took,  and  the  Weaknefles,  Overfights,  and  irregular  Conduct 
of  NarVae^. 

At  Break  of  Day  arriv’d  the  Two  Thoufand  Chinantecas 
which  Cortez^  demanded  5 and  notwithftanding  they  came  after 
the  Victory,  Cortex  was  very  glad  at  their  Coming,  being  well 
pleas’d  that  his  Prifoners  fhould  fee  he  did  not  want  Friends  to 
alfift  him.  With  Shame  and  Confufion  did  the  poor  van- 
quifh’d  Spaniards  reflect  upon  the  Condition  in  which  they 
then  found  themfelves.  The  Day-Light  fet  their  Ignominy  in 
full  View  before  their  Eyes : They  beheld  the  Arrival  of  thofe 
Succours,  and  foon  came  to  the  Knowledge  of  the  fmall  Force 
with  which  Cortez^  had  obtain’d  the  Victory  : They  curs’d  the 
the  Confidence  and  Supinity  of  Nar^ae^,  and  condemn’d  his 
thoughtlefs  Indolence  j all  which  Reflections  made  Way  for 
their  greater  Efteem  of  Cortez^,  whofe  Vigilance  and  undaunted 
Courage  they  confider’d  with  no  lefs  Admiration.  It  is  the 
Prerogative  of  Valour,  more  efpecially  in  War,  not  to  be 
hated  even  by  thofe  who  envy  it.  The  Unfortunate  may,  in- 
deed, be  fenfible  of  their  Difgrace,  and  may  feel  it  with  Regret  5 
yet  the  heroick  Exploits  of  a Conqueror  lofe  no  Part  of  their 
Luftre  in  the  Eyes  of  the  Conquer’d  : A Maxim  which  was 
never  more  verify 'd  than  upon  this  Occafion  ; for  there  was 
not  amongfl:  all  thofe  Prifoners  one  Soldier  but  who  had  a fecret 
Inclination  to  follow  the  Fortune  of  an  abler  Leader,  (yet  ftill 
without  communicating  his  Sentiments  to  the  reft)  and  to 
ferve  under  the  Banners  of  an  Army  where  the  Soldiers  ac- 
quir’d both  Flonour  and  Wealth. 

Cortez^  had  no  fmall  Number  of  real  Friends  and  Well- 
Wifhers  amongfl;  them,  befides  many  who  were  affeCted  with 
his  Valour,  and  more  who  were  charm’d  with  his  Liberality. 
His  real  Friends  at  laft  threw  afide  the  Mask  of  Dilfimulation, 
and  gave  a Beginning  to  the  Acclamations  with  which  all 
who  were  difintereftedly  aflfeCted  prefcntly  declar’d  themfelves, 
and  the  reft  foon  follow’d  their  Example.  They  were  ad- 
mitted to  the  Prefence  of  their  new  General  : Many  would 
have  caft  themfelves  at  his  Feet,  had  he  not  prevented  them 
with  his  Embraces.  They  all  gave  in  their  Names,  difputing 
for  the  Preference  on  the  Roll,  nor  was  there  one  amongfl:  all 
that  Number  who  made  the  leaft  Motion  of  returning  to  the 
Ifland  of  Cuba. 

Hernan  Corte ^ had,  by  thefe  Means,  gain’d  the  principal  Ad- 
vantage he  propos’d  in  this  Undertaking  5 for  he  did  not  fo 
3 much 
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much  defire  to  conquer  thofe  Spaniards, as  he  did  to  bring  them  over 
to  his  Party.  He  made  it  his  Bufinefs  to  confider  and  pry  into 
their  Inclinations,  and  having  found  in  them  all  a fufficient 
Sincerity,  he  foon  after  order’d  their  Arms  to  be  return’d  $ an 
Aition  which  fome  of  his  Officers  were  very  averfe  to,  and  had 
endeavour’d  to  prevent  : But  there  wanted  not  Motives  for 
this  Confidence  and  Security.  Thofe  of  the  greateft  Authority 
and  Diftinition  among  them  were  his  real  Friends,  and  the 
Chinantecos  being  there  was  a confiderable  Security  to  his  Party. 
They  acknowledg’d  the  Favour  they  receiv’d,  and,  with  frefh 
Acclamations,  applauded  the  Truft  he  put,  in  them  j fo  that 
in  a few  Hours  Corte ^ found  himfelf  poffefs’d  of  an  Army  of 
more  than  a Thoufand  Spaniards , the  only  Enemies  who  could 
give  him  Umbrage,  fafe  in  his  Cuftody,  a Fleet  of  Eleven 
Ships  and  Seven  Brigantines  at  his  Difpofal,  the  lh-ft  Effort  of 
Viego  Velafquc^  overthrown  and  brought  to  nought,  Matter  ot 
fufficient  Force  to  return  to  his  principal  Conqueft  3 all  which 
was  owing  to  his  undaunted  Heart,  great  Vigilance,  and  Mi- 
litary Skill  j and  not  a little  to  the  Valour  and  Complia.nce 
of  his  Soldiers  who  had  firft  fo  readily  approv’diof  this  dan- 
gerous Enterprize,  and  afterwards,  with  the  Swoil,  had  gain’d 
him  not  only  the  Victory,  but  that  which  hf  chiefly  de- 
fir’d  : For  in  the  Opinion  of  thofe  who  fet  up  for  Judges  of 
Fame  and  Reputation,  it  is  Succefs  alone  that  crowns  the 
Defign,  and  often  gives  the  Reputation  of  Prudent  Conduit 
to  the  rafheft  and  molt  hazaidous  Undeitakings, 
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CHAP.  XI. 


Cortez  reduces  the  Cavalry  of  Narvaez 
which  kept  the  Field.  He  receives  Information 
that  the  Mexicans  had  taken  up  Arms  againfl 
the  Spaniards  which  he  had  left  with  Mote- 
z u m a.  He  marches  with  his  Army  to  Mexico, 
and  enters  that  City  without  Oppojition . 

H E Cavalry  of  NarVae^  did  not  appear  that  Night, 
which  had  they  been  difpos’d  as  a Place  of  Arms, 
at  fo  fmall  a Diftance  from  the  Enemy,  requir’d, 
might  have  been  very  troublefome  to  Corte^:  But 
there  all  Military  Rules  were  laid  afide  5 for  when  once  the 
Commander  in  Chief  falls  into  the  Errors  of  Negligence 
and  Security,  all  the  falfe  Steps  he  makes  feem  lefs  Arrange, 
fince  the  Abfurdities  of  his  Condudt  pafs  for  Confequences. 
Thofe  who  had  leaft  Share  in  the  Adtion  made  Ufe  of  the 
Horfes  to  make  their  Efcape $ and  in  the  Morning  came  Ad- 
vice, that  they  had  join’d  thofe  who  were  detach’d  for  Scouts 
the  Night  before,  and  made  up  a Body  of  about  Forty  Horfe, 
with  which  they  beat  up  and  down  the  Neighbourhood  with 
a Countenance  as  if  they  intended  to  make  Refiftance.  This 
News  gave  but  little  Umbrage  5 and  Hernan  Corte before  he 
would  proceed  to  violent  Methods  againft  them,  fent  Two 
Officers,  Chr'ifloVal  de  Olid , and  Diego  de  Orda to  endeavour  to 
reduce  them  by  fair  Means,  which  Commiffion  they  prefently 
put  in  Execution,  and,  at  the  firft  Offer  of  their  being  admitted 
into  the  Army  upon  the  fame  Footing  with  their  Companions, 
brought  them  to  Reafon,  the  Example  fet  them  by  the  reft 
being  fufficient  to  induce  them  all  readily  to  come  in  and  take 
Service  under  Corte ^ with  their  Arms  and  Horfes.  Immediate 
Care  was  taken  of  the  Wounded,  for  whom  and  all  the  reft 
convenient  Quarters  were  provided,  upon  which  Occafion  the 
Cacique  and  his  Zempoalans  affifted  chearfully  and  diligently, 
celebrating  the  Vi&ory,  and  difpofing  all  Things  for  the  En- 
tertainment of  their  Friends  with  a Kind  of  interefted  Joy, 
in  which  they  feem’d  to  breathe  after  their  paft  Fatigues. 

Hernan 
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Herhdn  Cortez^,  was  not  negligent  as  to  what  regarded  the 
Security  of  the  Armada  5 a very  effential  Point  at  this  nice 
Juncture.  He  Tent  immediate  Orders  to  Captain  Francifco  dr 
Lugo,  that  he  fhould  caufe  the  Sails,  Tackling,  and  Rudders  of 
all  the  YefTels  to  be  brought  Afhore  and  laid  up  at  Vera  Cm z- 
He  order’d  that  the  Pilots  and  Mariners  who  came  with  Nar- 
Vae^  fhould  come  to  Zempoala,  and  Tent  fuch  a Number  of  his 
own  as  he  thought  fufficient  to  take  Care  of  the  Hulls.  With 
thefe  he  appointed  one  Bcdro  CaVallero , to  go  in  Quality  of 
their  Chief,  or  Supervifor,  a fufficient  Employment  for  ’Bernal 
Diaz^to  honour  him  with  the  Title  of  Admiral  of  the  Sea. 

After  this  he  difmifs’d  the  Chinantecas,  who  return’d  Home, 
making  as  great  Acknowledgment  for  their  Succour  as  if 
they  had  done  him  a&ual  Service  : He  then  allow’d  fome  Days 
for  the  Refrefhmeht  of  his  Troops,  during  which  Time  the 
Inhabitants  of  the  neighbouring  Villages,  and  Caziques  of  the 
circiimjacent  Country  came  to  congratulate  the  Good  Spaniards 
or  Gentle  Tedles,  of  Godi,  for  fo  they  call’d  thofe  who  belong’d 
to  Cortez.  They  renew’d  their  Obedience,  and  made  frefli 
Offers  of  their  Friendfhip,  accompanying  thefe  Demonftrations 
of  Refpedt  with  many  Prefents  and  Regales,  whereat  the  Peo- 
ple of  NarVaez,  did  not  a little  admire,  beginning  to  expe- 
rience the  Advantages  of  the  new  Party  they  had  embrac’d  in 
the  Entertainment  and  Security  of  thofe  hidians,  who  a little 
before  had  appear’d  difeontented,  fullen  and  terrify’d. 

But  notwithftanding  this  Chain  of  Succefs,  Corte ^ had  Mexico 
Continually  at  Heart  : The  Dangers  to  which  he  had  left  Bedro 
de  ALarado  and  his  Spaniards  expos’d,  was  never  one  Moment 
out  of  his  Miild.  He  was  fenfible  that  their  Security  con- 
fided folely  on  that  little  Dependance  he  might  have  upon  the 
Promife  Motezufna  had  made  him,  of  not  attempting  any  Change 
in  his  Abfence  : An  Obligation  of  no  great  Force,  where  the 
Princes  are  arbitrary  and  their  Will  abfolute,  and  where  their 
Statefmen,  with  various  Solutions,  feldom  fail  of  pretending 
to  free  their  Soveraigns  from  all  Tyes,  maintaining,  that  they 
are  not  oblig’d  to  the  Obfer'vance  of  their  Words  like  private 
Men  : An  abominable  State  Maxim,  which  upon  this  Occa- 
fion  gave  Cortez,  fufficient  Ground  for  Apprehenfion,  yet  ftill 
without  approving  fo  bafe  a Policy  by  an  open  Sufpicion  5 for 
to  admit,  in  any  Manner,  of  a King’s  breaking  his  Word  is 
the  fame  Thing  as  to  acquit  him  of  the  Obligations  of  a Man 
of  Honour.  Having  fix’d  his  Refolution  of  immediateley  re- 
turning to  Mexico , and  not  being  willing  to  run  the  Hazard 
of  taking  with  him  fo  numerous  a Body  of  Men,  for  Fear  of 
3 giving 


1 8 8 The  Iliflory  of  the  C o n q_u  e s t Book  IV. 

giving  Umbrage  to  Mote^uma,  and  moving  afrefh  the  unquiet 
Spirits  of  his  Courtiers,  he  determin’d  to  divide  his  Army, 
and  employ  fome  Part  of  his  Troops  in  other  Conquefts.  To 
this  Effedt  he  appointed  Juan  Velafque ^ de  Leon  to  take  Two 
Hundred  Men  under  his  Condud,  and  march  to  the  Province 
of  Panuco,  to  pacify  the  Difturbances  there,  and  Diego  de  Orda^, 
with  Two  Hundred  more  to  people  the  Country  of  Guazac- 
coalco ; referving  for  himfelf  little  more  than  Six  Hundred 
Spaniards,  a Number  which  he  thought  well  proportion’d  for  his 
Return  to  th c Mexican  Court  with  fome  Appearance  ofModefty, 
yet  without  wholly  laying  afide  the  Marks  ofaConqueror. 

But  at  the  very  Time  when  this  Difpofition  was  going  to 
be  put  in  Execution,  fomething  new  offer’d  which  oblig’d 
him  to  change  his  Refolutions : For  he  receiv’d  a Letter  from 
Pedro  de  Jlvarado,  wherein  that  Officer  inform’d  him,  “ That  the 
“ Mexicans  had  taken  up  Arms  againft  him  ; and  in  Spite  of 
“ Motezuma , who  had  never  once  offer’d  to  leave  the  Quar- 
“ ters,  had  made  fuch  frequent  Attacks,  and  in  fuch  Mul- 
“ titudes,  that  himfelf,  and  all  who  were  with  him,  would 
“ be  inevitably  loft:  if  they  were  not  fpeedily  fuccour’d.’’. 
This  Intelligence  was  brought  by  a SpaniJI '?  Soldier,  accom- 
pany’d  by  an  Embaffador  from  Motezuma , whofe  Meffage  was 
to  lay  before  Cortege  the  following  Reprefentations,  “ That  ic 
“ had  been  intirely  out  of  his  Soveraign’s  Power  to  reprefs 
“ the  Fury  of  his  feditious  Vaffals  : That  his  Royal  Authority 
“ had  fuffer’d  extremely  from  thofe  Mutineers  : That  his 
“ Majefty  allur'd  him,  he  would  never  abandon  Pedro  de  Jlva- 
cf  rado , and  the  Spaniards $”  and  laftly,  he  invited  him  to  Court, 
with  all  poflible  Expedition,  to  apply  a Remedy  to  that  Evil. 
Whether  it  was  upon  Account  of  the  ill  Confequences  that 
Sedition  might  produce  to  himfelf,  or  whether  upon  Account 
of  the  Danger  his  Spanijh  Guefts  were  in,  both  the  one  and 
the  other  argue  his  Sincerity,  and  the  great  Confidence  he  re- 
pos’d in  Corteg. 

There  was  no  Occafion  to  confult  about  what  Refolution 
was  to  be  taken  in  this  Cafe,  for  both  Officers  and  Soldiers 
voted  their  immediate  March  to  be  abfolutely  indifpenfible  : 
Some  taking  for  a feafonable  and  lucky  Prefage  this  Accident 
which  ferv’d  as  a Pretext  to  prevent  the  Divifion  of  their  For- 
ces, and  to  return  with  the  whole  Body  to  Mexico , from  the 
Reduction  of  which  Place  their  future  Conquefts  were  all  to 
commence.  Corte without  Delay,  nam’d  for  Governor  of 
Vera  Cm in  Quality  of  Deputy,  or  Lieutenant  to  Con^alo  de 
SandoVal,  one  Ppdrigo  Pangel,  a Perfon  in  whom  he  confided, 

to 
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to  whofe  Capacity  and  Care  he  might  venture  to  truft  the  Se- 
curity of  the  Prifoners,  and  the  Prefervation  of  his  Indian  Al- 
lies. He  then  caus’d  his  Army  to  be  mufter’d,  and  after  ha- 
ving deducted  a Garrifon  proper  to  be  lefc  at  Zempoala,  with  a 
fufficienc  Number  for  the  Security  of  the  Veflels,  he  found  it 
to  confift  of  a Thoufand  Foot,  and  One  Hundred  Horfe.  He 
took  different  Routs,  both  to  avoid  incommoding  the  Coun- 
try People,  and  for  the  greater  Conveniency  of  procuring 
Plenty  of  Provifions,  and  appointed  for  the  general  Rendez- 
vous, a Place  well  known  near  Tlafcala,  into  which  they 
thought  it  necelTary  to  march  united,  and  in  good  Order  : 
But  notwithftanding  feveral  Commiffaries  were  fent  before,  to 
furnifh  the  Army  on  the  March,  all  their  Diligence  was  not 
fufficient  to  prevent  thofe  who  march’d  out  of  the  principal 
Road  from  buffering  Hunger  fometimes,  and  frequently  into- 
lerable Thirft.  Thefe  Fatigues  and  Hardfhips  thofe  who  came 
with  NarVae ^ endur’d  without  murmuring  or  being  dif- 
hearten’d  ; tho’  they  were  the  fame  Men  who,  a little  before, 
had  given  Way  to  lefs  unfupportable  Inconveniencies,  which 
Change  muff:  be  attributed  either  to  the  Example  fet  them  by 
the  Veterans,  or  to  the  Hopes  with  which  their  Hearts  were 
infpir’d,  and  may  be  alfo  partly  imputed  to  the  Difference  of 
the  Leader,  an  Opinion  of  whom  is  generally  wont  to  have  a 
fecret  Influence  upon  the  Soldiers,  both  as  to  their  Courage  in 
Battle,  as  to  their  Patience  in  undergoing  Hardfhips. 

Corte before  his  fetting  out,  wrote  an  Anfwer  to  Pedro  de  Al- 
varado, and  fent  to  Motezurna  by  his  Embaffador,  giving  them  an 
Account  of  his  Victory,  Return,  and  the  Increale  of  his  Army  5 
to  the  one,  to  encourage  him  with  the  Hopes  of  powerful 
Succour;  and  to  the  other,  that  he  might  not  be  furpriz’d  to  fee 
him  return  with  fo  great  X Force,  fince  the  Difturbances  in 
his  Capital  oblig’d  him  not  to  divide  his  Troops.  He  regu- 
lated his  March  by  the  Neceflity  he  was  under,  making  all  the 
Expedition  he  poflibly  could  ; leffening  the  Hours  of  RefreCh- 
ment,  which  he  feem’d  to  find  even  in  the  Fatigue  he  under- 
went. He  made  fome  Stay  at  the  Place  of  Rendezvous  to 
gather  up  his  People,  who  came  by  different  Roads,  and  at 
laft  arriv’d  at  Tlafcala , on  the  Seventeenth  of  June,  with  all  his 
Troops  in  good  Order.  His  Entry  was  fplendid  and  joyful. 
Magijcatzjn  entertain’d  Cortez^ at  his  own  Houfe.  The  reft  were 
accomodated,  refpe&ed,  and  well  regal’d,  in  their  feveral  Quar- 
ters. The  Iffatred  the  Tlafcalans  bofe  the  Mexicans  was  as  little 
conceal’d,  as  was  their  Love  to  the  Spaniards.  They  acquainted 
them  with  their  Confpiracy,  and  the  imminent  Danger 
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<Pedro  de  Alvarado  was  in,  with  Circumflances  of  more  Affection 
than  Certainty  : They  exaggerated  the  Prefumption  and  the 
Perfidy  of  that  Nation,  exciting  the  Spatiiards  to  Revenge, 
mixing  their  Counfel  and  Infinuation  together  with  no  great 
Artifice,  magnifying  the  Crimes  of  the  Mexicans  with  a lulpi- 
cious  Zeal  5 for  Truths  in  the  Mouth  of  an  Enemy,  tho' 
introduc’d  by  Way  of  Intelligence,  are  really  defign’d  Ac- 
cufations. 

The  Senate,  upon  this  Occafion,  refolv’d  to  make  a grand 
Effort,  and  to  get  all  their  Troops  together  to  affifl  Corte * 
againfl  the  Mexicans , not  without  their  own  politick  Reafons, 
which  were  better  comprehended  than  conceal  d 5 for  it  plainly 
appear’d,  that  under  the  fpecious  Pretext  of  favouring  the 
Caufe  of  their  Friend,  their  Defign  was  to  make  Ufe  of  his 
Forces  to  ruin,  at  once,  the  commanding  Nation  which  they 
fo  much  abhorr’d.  This  Difguife  was  eafily  feen  thro’5  and 
Hernan  Corte^,  after  he  had  fliewn  his  Acknowledgment  and 
Satisfadion  for  their  Offers,  reprefs’d  the  Pride  with  which 
they  were  difpos’d  to  follow  him,  oppofing,  to  the  Inftances  of 
the  Senate, fome  Teeming  Reafons,  which  in  Subfiance  were  no 
more  than  bare  Pretences  againfl  Pretences.  But  he  admitted 
of  about  Two  Thoufand  Men,  of  their  befl  Troops,  with 
their  refpedive  Officers,  or  Commanders  of  Companies,  to 
march  with  him,  and  which  were  of  Service  afterwards  upon 
the  following  Occafions.  He  took  thefe  Indians  with  him,  ei- 
ther for  the  greater  Security  of  his  Undertaking,  or  to  keep  up 
the  Confidence  of  the  Tlafcalans,  who  already  had  the  Repu- 
tation of  being  valiant  in  Engagements  againfl  the  Mexicans , 
and  he  took  no  greater  Number,  that  he  might  neither  give 
Offence  to  Mote^uma,  nor  drive  his  mutinous  Subjects  to 
Defpair  • for  his  Intention  was  to  enter  Mexico  in  a pacifick 
Manner,  and  to  try  if  he  could  reduce  thofe  People  with  mo- 
derate Remedies  without  giving  Way  to  his  Anger,  or  think- 
ing of  the  Punifhment  of  the  Guilty  5 he  defir’d  now  to  make 
every  Thing  as  eafy  as  pofiible,  as  being  fenlible,  that  the 
quieting  of  a Sedition,  and  terrifying  the  Seditious,  are  T WO 
Things  which  very  ill  agree  at  one  and  the  fame  Time. 

He  arriv d at  Mexico  upon  St.  Johns  Day,  without  having 
met  with  any  Subjed  of  Uneafinefs  in  the  Way  more  than 
the  Variety  and  Difagreement  of  the  Intelligence  he  receiv’d. 
The  Army  pafs’d  the  Lake  without  the  leaf!  Oppofition, 
tho  there  wanted  not  Appearances  that  Something  had  been 
intended  j for  . they  found  the  Two  Spani/h  Brigantines  flav’d 
to  Pieces  and  burn’d  j the  Suburbs  and  Barrier  at  the  Entrance 
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abandon’d  3 the  Bridges,  which  ferv’d  for  the  Communication 
of  the  Streets,  broken  down,  and  all  in  a lufpicious  gloomy 
Silence  5 all  Signs  which  oblig’d  them  to  flacken  their  Pace, 
the  Infantry  ftill  advancing  with  a flow  March,  the  Cavalry 
going  a conliderable  Way  before.  This  Sufpicion  lafted  till 
the  Spaniards,  who  were  with  Mote^uma  in  Mexico,  difeovering 
their  Army,  rais’d  a great  Shout  and  diffipated  their  Appre- 
henlions.  Bedro  de  Alvarado  came  down  with  his  People  to 
the  Gate  of  his  Quarters,  and  they  celebrated  their  common 
Felicity  with  mutual  Satisfaction.  Inftead  of  faluting,  they 
wifh’d  each  other  Joy  of  their  Victory  : All  fpoke,  and  all 
were  interrupted  5 much  was  exprefs’d  by  Embraces  and 
broken  Sentences 3 the  ufual  Eloquence  of  Joy,  where  Sounds 
are  far  more  expreffive  and  fignificant  than  Words. 

Motezurna,  follow’d  by  fome  ol  his  Servants,  went  out  as  far 
as  the  outermoll  Court,  where  he  receiv’d  Cortez  with  an  Ex- 
cefs  of  Joy  and  AffeCtion,  all  Majefty  being  quite  laid  afide. 
it  is  certain,  and  no  one  offers  to  deny  it,  that  he  defir'd  his 
Coming,  becaufe  he  had  then  great  Occafion  both  for  his 
Forces  and  Counfel,  to  keep  his  Subjects  under  5 aslikewife  upon 
Account  of  the  very  Confinement  in  which  he  found  himlelf, 
different  from  that  kind  of  Liberty  which  Corte z gave  him,  fuf- 
fering  him  to  go  out  to  his  Diverfion  whenever  he  pleas’d 5 a 
Liberty  he  would  not  once  affume,  during  the  whole  Time  of  his 
Abfence,  notwithfhnding  his  Confinement  moft  certainly 
depended  purely  upon  the  Force  of  his  Parole 5 the  Compli- 
ance with  which  oblig’d  him  not  to  abandon  the  Spaniards  in 
thofe  troublefome  Times. 

Bernal  Diaz^  del  Caflillo  fays,  “ That  Hernan  Corley,  repaid 
u with  ill  Manners  and  Slight,  all  Motezurna! s Demonstrations 
lC  of  RefpeCk : That  he  turn’d  his  Face  from  him,  and  retir  d 
“ to  his  Apartment,  without  either  viliting  him,  or  buffering 
“ himfelf  to  be  vilited  by  him  $ That  he  us’d  fome  very  dil- 
“ refpeCtful  and  uncivil  Expreffions  towards  him,  even  in  the 
c<  Hearing  of  his  Servants.”  And  adds,  as  his  own  Opinion, 
“ That  finding  himfelf  with  fuch  a Number  of  Spaniards , 
u he  fpoke  with  fo  much  Boldnefs  and  Difcourtefy.’  Thus 
fays  Bernal  Via^  : But  Antonio  de  Herrera,  in  his  Hiftory,  dilcre- 
dits  Corte^  ftill  more  3 for  he  pretends  to  quote  chat  General  s 
own  Expreffions  as  a Proof  of  his  irregular  Procedure,  in  the 
following  Words  3 “ Many  People  have  affirm’d,  that  they 
“ have  heard  Cortez  fay,  That  if  upon  his  Arrival,  he  Vifited  Mo- 
“ tezuma,  his  Affairs  would  go  well  3 and  chat  he  did  not  do  it  3 
£<  holding  him  in  fmall  Account  becaufe  he  found  himfell  fo 
i “ power- 
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“ powerful.”  And  to  this  Purpofe,  he  quotes  a Paffage  out 
of  Cornelius  Tacitus , the  Subftance  of  which  is,  That  Pro/perity 
mates  great  Commanders  proud  and  injolent.  Neither  Francifco  Lope ^ 
de  Gomara,  nor  Hernan  Corte z himfelf,  in  the  fecond  Relation  of 
his  Journey,  relates  it  after  this  Manner  5 and  Corte^  might  fure 
have  touch’d  upon  it,  to  have  (hewn  the  Motives  which  oblig’d 
him  to  a Procedure  of  fo  much  Harfhnefs,  either  to  have  given 
Reafons  for  his  fo  doing,  or  to  have  made  an  Excufe,  We 
leave  to  the  Judicious  and  Unbiased  to  decide  what  Credit 
ought  to  be  given  to  thefe  Circumftances : But  we  beg  leave  to 
make  fome  Scruple  at  believing  that  Cortez^  could. ever  be  guilty 
of  fo  fruitlefs  and  unfeafonable  an  Abfurdity.  The  lame  Her- 
rera and  Cajlillo  agree,  That  Motezuma.  oppos’d,  as  much  as  in 
him  lay,  the  feditious  Proceedings  of  the  Mexicans : That  he  al- 
ways with-held  and  reprefs’d  them  : That  they  attempted  to 
force  the  Quarters 5 and  that  Pedro  de  Alvarado , and  all  the  reft 
who  were  with  him,  muft  infallibly  have  perifhed,  had  they 
not  been  protected  under  the  Shadow  of  his  Authority.  No 
body  offers  to  deny  Corte ^ being  very  fenfible  of  all  that  j 
and  his  finding  that  Prince  religioufiy  punctual  to  all  he  had 
promis’d,  left  him  not  the  leaft  Room  to  furmife  the  contrarry, 
it  being  both  prepofterous  and  unreafonable  to  fuppofe,  that  he 
fhould  foment  an  InfurreCtion  which  he  fed uloufly  endeavour’d 
to  fupprefs,  or  that  he  fihould  voluntarily  continue  among  the 
very  People  whom  he  defign’d  to  deftroy.  It  feems  an  ACtion 
altogether  inconfiftent  with  the  ufual  Prudence  of  to 

fihew  a Contempt  for  a Perfon  of  whofe  Affiftance  and  Pro- 
tection there  was  fo  much  Probability  he  might  ftand  in  Need  5 
nor  was  the  Immoderation  they  charge  him  with,  as  the  EffeCt 
of  his  Profperity,  at  all  natural  to  his  Temper  and  Genius.  It 
may  be  believ’d,  or  at  leaft  furmis’d,  that  Antonio  de  Herrera 
gave  into  this  Particular  with  little  or  no  Foundation,  only  by 
perufing  the  Manufcripts  of  Penial  Tia a prejudic’d  Interpre- 
ter ol  the  ACtions  of  Corte^ , and  perhaps  he  inclin’d  to  follow 
his  Opinion  out  of  a Vanity,  to  adapt  and  appropriate  that 
Sentence  of  Tacitus  : An  Ambition  in  Hiftorians  both  dange- 
rous and  pernicious,  fince  it  feldom  fails  of  either  wrefting,  or 
biaffing  the  Narrative,  purely  to  introduce  the  Remarks  they 
like ; and  it  is  not  every  one  that  will.be  at  the  Trouble  of 
examining  farther,  to  inform  himfelf,  whether  the  Quotation 
and  the  Truth  of  the  FaCt  agree. 
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CHAP.  XII. 

The  Motives  which  induc'd  the  Mexicans  to  take  up 
ylrms.  Diego  de  Ordaz,  with  fome  Com- 
panies of  Men , is  fent  to  make  Difcoveries  in  the 
City.  Tails  into  an  Amhujh  the  Revolt ers  had  laid 
for  him , upon  which  Cortez  determines  to  pro - 
fecute  the  IV ar. 

||pP||||  WO  or  Three  Days  before  Corte ^ arriv’d  at  Mexico , 
|1||  111  the  Rebels  had  retir'd  to  the  other  Part  of  the  City, 
1111  jjqy|  fufpending  all  Hoftilities,  in  which,  according  to 
what  could  be  inferr’d  from  the  Event,  they  had 
crafty  and  treacherous  Views.  They  thought  themfelves  fe- 
cure  in  their  exceflive  Numbers,  and  were  grown  proud  upon 
their  having  kill’d  Three  or  Four  Spaniards  in  the  pad:  En- 
gagements : An  extraordinary  Cafe,  by  which,  tho’  at  the 
Expence  of  many  Lives,  they  affum’d  frefh  Boldnefs,  and 
greater  Infolence.  They  knew  Corte ^ was  coming,  and  could 
pot  be  ignorant  how  much  his  Army  was  increas'd,  but  they 
were  fo  far  from  fearing  him,  that  they  retreated  in  that  Man- 
ner, and  left  him  the  Entrance  free,  with  the  View  of  de- 
ftroying  all  the  Spaniards  at  once,  after  they  were  joyn’d  to- 
gether in  the  City.  Their  real  Defign  in  that  myfterious 
Conduit  was  not  at  firft  underftood,  tho’  their  Retreat  was 
look’d  upon  as  Policy  $ nor  can  one  judge  too  fufpicioufly  of 
the  Motions  of  a known  Enemy. 

The  w hole  Army  was  quarter’d  within  the  Walls  of  the 
fpacious  Palace,  where  both  Spaniards  and  Tlajcalans  were  fuffi- 
ciencly  accommodated  : Guards  and  Centinels  were  diftribu- 
ted  and  plac’d,  anfwerable  to  the  Jealoufy  wherewith  that 
myfterious  Ceflation  from  Hoftilities  had  infpir’d  them.  Corte ^ 
retir’d  with  (Pedro  de  Jharado  to  inquire  into  the  Original  ol 
this  Sedition,  and  to  confider  of  Remedies  upon  the  Know- 
ledge of  the  Caufe  : And  here  we  again  meet  with  the  fame 
Variety  and  Contradictions  by  which  the  Courfe  of  our  Pen 
has  been  frequently  interrupted.  Some  fay,  That  the  Pra- 
ctices and  Intelligence  of  Narvaez  firft  induc’d  the  Mexicans  to 
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this  Infurredtion.  Others,  That  Motezuma  himfelf  alone  con- 
triv’d and  fomented  the  Mutiny,  as  impatient  of  Confinement, 
and  defirous  of  his  Liberty  ; but  it  is  not  at  all  neceffary 
that  we  detain  ourfelves  upon  this  Point,  fince  we  have  already 
fully  ffiewn  upon  what  (lender  Foundations  thefe  private  Ne- 
gociations  are  attributed  to  NarVaez^-,  and  Motezuma  has  been 
iufficiently  clear’d  from  all  fuch  incoherent  and  contradi&ory 
Imputations.  Some  have  affirm’d  the  Source  of  this  Sedition  to 
have  proceeded  from  the  Loyalty  and  Fidelity  of  the  Mexicans  $ 
reporting,  that  their  foie  Reaion  for  taking  up  Arms,  was  in 
order  to  refcue  their  Soveraign  from  the  Oppreffion  he  lay  un- 
der 5 a Sentiment,  which  comes  nearer  to  Reafon  and  Proba- 
bility, than  it  does  to  real  Fa£t.  Others  attribute  this  Rup- 
ture to  the  Zeal  of  the  Indian  Sacerdotes : And  this  Opinion 
indeed  has  fome  Appearance  of  Truth  5 for  they  were  very 
officious  in  the  Tumult,  loudly  publifhing  the  Menaces  of  their 
Gods,  infpiring  the  reft  with  that  fame  Fury  wherewith  they 
themfelves  were  difpos’d  to  receive  their  diabolical  Oracles. 
They  repeated  to  the  People  what  Satan  fpoke  by  the  Mouths 
of  their  Idols  5 and  tho’  they  were  not  the  firft  Movers  of  the 
Sedition,  they  were  yet  indefatigably  adtive,  and  powerfully 
zealous  in  fupporting  it,  by  ftirring  up  the  People’s  Minds. 
Foreign  Writers  are  ftill  far  more  remote,  from  even  the  Ap- 
pearance of  Truth,  accounting  the  Origin  and  Motives  of 
thofe  Difturbances  among  the  Cruelties  and  Inhumanities  with 
which  they  endeavour  to  difcredit  and  blacken  the  Spaniards  in 
their  Conqueft  of  the  Indies:  And  the  worft  of  all  is,  they  fup-  - 
port  their  Malice  by  citing  'Bartolomeo  de  las  Ca/as,  or  Cafaus , who 
was  afterwards  Bifhop  of  Cbiapa,  whofe  Words  they  copy,  and 
quote  as  an  authentick  infallible  Proof  of  what  they  charge  our 
Nation  with,  as  being  the  Teftimony  of  one  of  our  own  Au- 
thors, and  a Perfon  of  no  fmall  Diftindtion.  What  he  left  in 
Writing,  and  which  paffes  among  his  Works,  is,  “ That  the 
“ Mexicans  having  appointed  a publick  Dance,  of  that  Kind 
u which  they  call  Mttotes,  in  order  to  divert  and  entertain  Mo- 
“ tezjirn,  Bedro  de  Abarado , taking  Notice  of  the  Jewels  with 
ct  which  the  Indians  wete  adorn’d,  call’d  together  all  his  Sol- 
“ diers,  and  fell  upon  them,  cutting  them  to  Pieces,  to  make 
“ himfelf  Mafter  of  thofe  valuable  Ornaments  5 in  the  gaining 
“ of  tv  hie  h infamous  Spoils,  he  fays,  above  Two  Thoufand 
<£  of  the  Mexican  Nobility  were  put  to  the  Sword,”  with  which 
he  leaves  the  Confpiracy  on  the  Footing  of  a juft  Revenge.  A 
prepofterous,  unaccountable  Suggeftion,  neither  probable,  nor 
even  poftible.  This  Prelate  did,  at  that  Time,  follicit  the  Relief 
3 of 
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of  che  Indians , and  exaggerating  the  Oppreffions  they  labour  d un- 
der, had  far  lefs  Regard  to  the  Truth,  than  to  the  lupporting 
of  his  own  Affertion.  The  greateft  Part  of  our  Writers  con- 
vince him  of  being  ill  inform'd,  not  only  of  that  Affair,  but 
likewife  in  feveral  other  Enormities,  which  he  has  left  in  Wri- 
ting to  the  Difcredit  of  the  Spaniards.  Tis  happy  to  find  him 
fo  well  refuted,  that  we  may  the  better  treat  him  with  that  Re- 
lpedt  which  is  due  to  his  Dignity.  The  plain  Truth  of  the 
Matter  was,  That  ^Pedro  de  Alvarado,  a little  after  the  Depar- 
ture of  Corte^  from  Mexico,  perceiv’d,  in  the  Nobility  of  that 
Court,  lefs  Refpedt  and  Complaifance  than  ufual,  which  obli- 
ged him  to  behave  himfelf  with  greater  Caution,  and  to  have 
an  Eye  to  their  Motions  and  Countenances.  He  employ  d 
home  Perfons  in  whom  he  could  confide,  to  obferve  what  pafs  d 
in  the  City,  and  by  them  underftood  that  the  People  were 
contriving  fomething  extraordinary  ; that  they  held  Aftemblies 
in  feveral  different  Houfes,  with  an  ill  concerted  Privacy,  which 
tho’  it  concealed  their  Meafures,  yet  it  plainly  enough  difco- 
ver’d  their  Intentions:  However,  he  had  fuch  ^ good  Intelli- 
gence, that  he  had  evident  Reafon  to  be  affur  d,  that  there 
was  a dangerous  Confpiracy  hatching  againft  the  Spaniards ; 
nor  was  it  long  before  he  gain’d  even  forne  of  the  Confpira- 
tors  themfelves,  who  gave  him  a full  Account  of  the  whole 
Treafon,  aggravating  the  Circumftances,  without  forgetting 
their  own  Intereft.  A folemn  Feftival  was  drawing  near,  which 
they  were  annually  wont  to  celebrate  with  thofe  Publick 
Dances,  called  Mitotes,  which  was  a promifcuous  Convention 
of  Nobility  and  Plebeians,  and  was  indeed  an  Affembly  of  the 
whole  City.  This  Day  w'as  pitch’d  upon  for  the  putting  their 
Enterprize  in  Execution,  as  luppofing  that  upon  fuch  an  Oc- 
cafion  they  might  affemble  openly,  without  being  taken  No- 
tice of,  or  giving  any  Jealoufy.  Their  Intention  wa£  to  be- 
gin the  Dance,  in  order  to  get  the  common  People  together, 
and  then  in  a Body,  follow  d by  the  Multitude,  to  proclaim 
aloud  their  Emperor’s  Liberty,  and  the  Defence  of  their  Gods; 
poftponing  the  Publication  of  their  Defigns  till  then,  as  being 
of  too  great  Importance  to  be  hazarded  among  the  Vulgar, 
till  they  might  reafonably  think  themfelves  fecure  from  Dan- 
ger by  their  Numbers;  and  in  Reality  their  Scheme  was  not 
ill  laid;  nor  is  it  often  feen  that  the  Wicked  are  defective  in 
Contrivances  how  to  perpetrate  the  Evil  they  have  projected. 

The  Morning  before  the  appointed  Day,  fome  of  the  chief 
Promoters  of  the  Sedition  came  to  vifit  Pedro  de  Jh/arado , and 

ask’d  his  Permiffion  to  celebrate  their  Feftival,  which  was  no 

other 
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other  than  a formal  Compliment  with  w hich  they  thought  to 
blind  him  5 and  he  not  having  as  yet  his  Sufpicions  fufficiencly 
confirm’d,  granted  their  Requeft,  upon  Condition,  that  they 
fliould  not  go  armed,  nor  offer  any  human  Sacrifices  : But 
that  very  Night  he  underftood,  that  they  were  bufily  employ’d 
in  concealing  a confiderable  Quantity  of  Arms  in  Houfes  near 
the  Temple.  This  intirely  diffipated  all  his  Doubts,  and 
gave  Occafion  for  a very  rafh  Adtion  which  yet  had  fome 
Appearances  of  a Remedy,  and  might  have  prov’d  fo  if  he 
had  gone  about  it  with  due  Moderation.  He  refolv’d  to  affault 
them  in  the  Beginning  of  their  Feftival,  without  giving  them 
Time  to  take  Arms,  or  raife  the  Populace  5 and  accordingly  he 
put  it  in  Execution,  going  out  at  the  Hour  appointed  accom- 
pany^ with  Fifty  of  his  Men,  as  if  his  Cunofity  to  fee  the 
Diverlion  had  led  him  thither.  He  found  them  all  in  a Man- 
ner intoxicated  with  Liquor  and  Excefs  of  Joy,  that  their  Trea- 
lon  was  hitherto  undifeover’d,  and  in  fo  grea’t  a Forwardnefs. 
He  attack’d  and  put  them  to  Flight  with  little  or  no  Refiftance5 
wounding  and  killing  feveral  who  delay  d running  away  or 
leaping  from  the  Galleries  and  Windows  of  the  Temple.  His 
Defign  was  only  to  terrify  and  difperfe  them,  which  he  indeed 
very  eafily  compafs’d,  but  not  without  Diforder  } for  the  Spa- 
manls  inftantly  fell  to  Gripping  the  Dead  and  Wounded  of 
their  Jewels  and  Ornaments  of  Value  : A Liberty  not  to  be 
prevented  at  that  Time,  nor  ever  without  the  greateft  Diffi- 
culty when  a Soldier  finds  himfelf  with  a Sword  in  his  Hand, 
and  Gold  in  View. 

Pedro  de  Alvarado  manag’d  this  Affair  with  more  Heat  than 
Forefight.  He  retir’d  with  the  Satisfaction  of  a Conqueror 
without  acquainting  the  Populace  with  the  Motives  of  his  An- 
ger.  He  ought  immediately  upon  the  Spot  to  have  publifli’d 
t c Treachery  which  thofe  Nobles  had  been  contriving  againft 
him  5 and  fliould  have  expos’d  the  Arms  they  had  conceal’d,' 
or  have  done  lomething  on  his  Part  to  gain,  in  his  Favour,  the 
Votes  of  the  common  People,  who  are  always  very  eafily 
mov  d againft  the  Nobility  : But  he  return’d  either  well  fatis- 
fy  d and  convinc  d that  the  Chaftifement  he  inflicted  upon  the 
bnlians  had  been  juft,  and  the  Refolution  abfolutely  neceffary, 
or  elfe  ignorant  how  much  it  imported  a fuccefsful  Action  to 
be  lupported  by  Equity  and  Reafon.  Thofe  People,  who 
knew  nothing  at  all  of  the  Provocation,  and  beheld  the 
Slaughter  of  the  Nobility,  and  Spoil  of  their  Jewels,  attributed 
trie  whole  Action  to  an  avaricious  Thirft,  and  were  fo  enrag’d 
that  they  prefently  ran  to  their  Arms,  and  with  little,  or  no, 

Sollici- 
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Solicitation  from  the  full  Con fpira tors,  incorporated  tHem- 
felves  into  their  Body,  by  which  Means  the  Sedition  was  in- 
dantly  fwell’d  to  a moll  formidable  Monder. 

Hernan  Corte ^ reprehended  Tedro  de  Aharado  for  his  rafli  Pfe- 
cednre,  and  elpecially  for  his  Want  of  Confideration,  in  hazard- 
ing himfelf  and  the  bell  Part  of  his  Forces  upon  a Day  fo 
univerlally  popular,  leaving  his  Quarter,  and  what  fhould 
have  been  his  chief  Care,  expos’d  to  any  Accident  which 
might  happen.  He  was  likewife  much  concern’d  that  he  had 
conceal’d  from  Mote^uma  the  fird  Appearance  of  that  Didur- 
bance  ; for  Aharado  did  not  confide  in  that  Prince  till  he  faw 
him  by  his  Side  in  the  fucceeding  Difpute  5 whereas  he  fhould 
have  communicated  to  him  his  Sufpicions,  if  not  to  make  Ule 
of  his  Authority,  yet,  at  lead,  to  found  his  Mind,  in  order 
to  difcover  whether  or  no  he  was  fecure  with  fo  weak  a Gar- 
rilon  ; inllead  of  which  he  turn’d  his  Back  upon  an  Enemy 
of  whom  he  ought  to  have  been  mod  jealous.  He  blam’d 
his  Inadvertency  that  he  did  not  publickly  judify  himfelf  to 
the  People,  and  even  to  the  Delinquents  themfelves,  for  fuch  a 
violent  Proceeding.  By  all  which  it  was  manifcdly  obvious, 
that  neither  in  the  Acdion  itfelf,  nor  the  Motives,  or  Circum- 
dances,  was  there  any  of  that  premeditated  Malice  which  has 
been  imputed  to  him  : For  mod  certainly  Corte ^ would  not 
have  been  fatisfy’d  with  reprehending  only  a Mildemeanor  of 
fo  much  Injudice  and  Cruelty,  nor  would  ever  have  let  flip 
that  Opportunity  of  punifhing,  or  at  lead  confining  him,  in 
order  to  introduce  Peace  by  that  exemplary  Satisfaction  : But, 
as  a convincing  Argument,  we  find  that  Aharado  himfelf  pro- 
pos’d his  own  Imprilonment,  as  a Means  to  facilitate  the  Redu- 
ction of  thofe  People  5 but  Corte ^ did  not  approve  of  that  Me- 
thod, becaufe  he  thought  it  was  a better  Way  to  make  Ufe  of 
the  fame  Realon,  which  Aharado  himfelf  had  againd  the  fird 
Mutineers,  to  undeceive  the  Populace,  and  weaken  the  Faction 
of  the  Nobility.  !i 

The  Seditious  kept  clofe  all  the  Evening,  nor  was  there  , af- 
terwards any  Thing  to  didurb  the  Quiet  of  that  Night.  T 'he < 
Morning  came,  and  Hernan  Corte ^ obferving  the  fame  fufpicious 
Silence  to  be  dill  among  the  Enemy,  made  no  Doubt  but  that 
they  were  at  their  Cabals,  fince  not  one  Soul  was  to  be  feen  in 
the  Streets,  nor  any  where  about,  as  far  as  the  Eye  could  dis- 
cern $ infomuch  that  he  order’d  Diego  de  Orda % out  into  the  City 
to  dive  into  the  Bottom  of  that  Mydery.  He  took  with  hirri ' 
Four  Hundred  Spanijh  and  Tla/calan  Soldiers,  and  in  good  Order 
began  to  march  thro’  the  principal  Streets.  He  had  not  gone 
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far,  before  he  difcover’d  a pretty  numerous  Company  of  armed 
Men,  which  the  Enemy,  it  feems,  had  detach'd  out  on  pur- 
pofe  to  decoy  and  draw  him  on  5 and  he  Hill  advancing,  with 
a Defign  to  make  fome  Prifoners,  in  order  to  get  Intelligence, 
difcover’d  an  innumerable  Multitude  of  Indians , who  march'd 
up  to  his  Front  5 when  looking  back,  he  beheld  another  Army 
in  his  Rear,  which  had  been  conceal'd  in  the  neighbouring 
Streets,  on  each  Side,  cutting  off  his  Retreat.  Both  Bodies  at- 
tack’d him  at  once  with  equal  Fury  ; and  at  the  fame  Time 
there  appear’d  at  the  Windows,  and  in  the  Galleries  of  the 
Houfes,  a Third  Army  of  the  Common  People,  which  in  a 
Manner  hinder’d  them  from  breathing,  darkening  the  Air  with 
Stones,  and  all  Sorts  of  miffive  Weapons.  Diego  deOrda who, 
upon  this  Occafion,  flood  in  Need  of  all  his  Valour,  Refolu- 
tion,  and  Experience  to  extricate  himfelf,  with  as  much  Speed, 
and  as  little  Confufion  as  poffible,  from  fo  defperate  a Juncture, 
divided  his  Battalion  according  to  the  Ground  5 making  a Se- 
cond Front  to  his  Rear  with  Pikes  and  Swords,  againft  the 
Two  Torrents  of  Enemies  below,  and  plying  his  Fire-Arms 
againft  thofe  who  were  above.  It  was  wholly  impradlicable 
for  him  to  advertife  Corte ^ of  the  Danger  he  was  in  • nor  did 
the  General  think  it  any  Way  neceffary  to  reinforce  him  with- 
out fuch  Notice,  as  prefuming  that  he  had  fufficient  Force  to 
execute  the  Orders  he  had  given  him  : But  the  Heat  of  the  En- 
gagement was  of  no  long  Continuance  ; for  the  Indians  attack’d 
lb  tumultuoufly,  and  with  fo  little  Order,  that  confounded, 
and,  as  it  were,  drowned  in  their  own  Numbers,  hinder’d  each 
other  from  making  Ufe  of  their  Arms,  and  fo  many  of  them 
loft  their  Lives  at  the  firft  Affault,  that  the  reft  were  reduc’d 
to  fuch  a Diftance,  that  they  could  neither  offend,  nor  be  of- 
fended. The  Fire-Arms  quickly  clear’d  the  Galleries  3 and 
Diego  de  Orda^.,  who  only  came  to  make  Difcoveries,  thought 
it  not  proper  to  engage  himfelf  too  far,  and  perceiving  that 
the  Enemy  befieg’d  him  at  a Diftance,  reduc’d  now  to  fight 
with  their  Tongues,  as  the  only  Weapons  they  could  ufe,  load- 
ing him  with  loud  Threats  and  fcurrilous  Language,  refolv’d 
to  retreat,  by  opening  a Paffage  with  his  Sword  : So  that  having 
given  Orders,  and  marching  in  the  fame  Form  in  which  he 
then  was,  he  vigoroufly  attack’d  thofe  who  were  polled  be- 
tween him  and  the  Quarters,  as  he,  at  the  fame  Time,  did  thofe 
who  were  in  the  Rear,  or  who  appear’d  upon  the  Tops  of  the 
Houfes.  He  compafs’d  his  Retreat  with  Difficulty,  and  not 
without  the  Expence  of  fome  Blood  3 for  he  himfelf,  together 
with  the  greateft  Part  of  his  Men  were  wounded,  and  he 
1 left 
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lefc  Eight  dead  upon  the  Spot,  whom  they  could  not  pofiibly 
bring  off.  It  is  likely  they  were  Tlafcalans ; becaufe  Mention 
is  only  made  of  one  Spaniard,  who  behaved  himfelf  remark- 
ably well  that  Day,  and  died  dilcharging  his  Duty. 

Bernal  Vta^del  Cajlillo  gives  a particular  Account  of  his  Beha- 
viour, and  lays,  that  his  Name,  was  Lezca.no.  The  reft  of  the 
Authors  do  not  mention  him  at  all,  lo  that  his  true  Name  is 
not  politively  known,  which  deferv’d  to  be  tranfmitted  to  Po- 
fterity,  which  neverthelefs,  under  that  Name,  honours  the  Me- 
mory of  that  valiant  Soldier.  Cortez^  became  fenlible,  by  what 
had  happen’d,  that  it  was  no  Time  now  to. endeavour  at,  or 
even  to  think  of  making  any  Propofals  for  an  Accommoda- 
tion, which  would  leflen  his  own  Reputation,  and  augment 
the  Infolence  of  the  Seditious.  He  determin'd  therefore  to  make 
it  defir’d  by  the  Enemy,  rather  than  to  propofe  it  himfelf,  and 
to  make  a Sally  out  into  the  City  with  the  greatefl:  Part  of  his 
Troops,  in  order  to  oblige  them,  by  Dint  of  Hoftilities,  to 
feek  for  Peace.  There  was  at  that  Time  none  by  whofe  Means 
he  could  introduce  the  Treaty  : As  for  Motezuma,  he  was  dif- 
fident of  his  own  Authority,  being  apprehenfive  of  the  Dif- 
obedience  of  his  Vafials.  Among  the  Rebels  no  one  either 
commanded  or  obey'd,  or  rather  they  all  commanded,  and 
none  obey’d : A Mob,  confus’d,  ungovernable,  without  Di- 
ftindtion,  or  Difcipline,  promifcuoully  compos’d  of  Nobles 
and  Plebeians.  Corte ^ defir’d,  with  all  his  Heart,  to  follow 
the  Path  of  Moderation,  and  was  not  altogether  without  Hopes 
of  accomplifhing  his  Defires,  or  bringing  Matters  to  an  Ac- 
commodation 5 but  he  thought  it  intirely  neceffary  to  be  apply  d 
to  by  the  Mutineers,  rather  than  to  rake  upon  him  to  perluade 
them  to  it,  in  which  he  adted  like  a prudent  and  cautious 
Commander  : For  it  is  never  fafe  to  cruft  to  difarmed  Reafqn 
to  appeafe  the  Fury  of  a feditious  People  $ for Reafon  is  ne- 
ver lo  well  liften’d  to  as  when  it  is  powerfully  fupported,  and 
Fadtion  is  an  inexorable  Monlter,  with  an  Infinity  of  Heads, 
but  not  one  Ear.  ■ 1 
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CHAP.  XIII. 


The  Mexicans  ajjault  the  Spanifh  Quarters,  and  are 
repuls'd.  Cortez  makes  two  Sallies , in  which, 
tho ’ the  Enemy  were  both  times  defeated,  and  put 
to  Flight  with  great  Slaughter,  yet,  he.difirufis 
his  being  able  to  reduce  them. 

H E Mexicans  purfu’d  Diego  de  Or  dag,  e (teeming  his 
Retreat  no  better  than  as  a Flight,  following  the  Chace 
with  a diforderly  Fury,  till  the  Artillery  from  the 
Quarters  forcibly  detain’d  them,  and  with  a terrible 
Slaughter  oblig’d  them  to  give  back,  as  far  as  was  necelfary,  to  be 
out  of  the  Reach  of  that  Danger  5 but  they  halted  in  Sight,  and 
by  their  Silence  and  the  Diligence,  with  which  they  were  put- 
ting themfelves  in  Order,  it  was  plainly  perceiv’d  that  they 
were  forming  fome  new  Defign. 

Their  Intent  was  to  aftault  the  Quarters  on  every  Side  by 
maift  Force  5 and  all  the  Streets  thereabouts  were  immediately 
fill’d  with  People  5 after  which  the  Drums  and  Shells  made 
the  Signal  for  the  Attack.  They  immediately  advanc’d  with 
great  Fury  and  Precipitation.  Their  Van- Guard  was  compos’d 
of  Companies  of  Archers,  that  by  clearing  the  Walls  the  reft: 
might  Approach.  Their  Difcharge  were  fo  inexpreflibly  thick, 
in  order  to  make  Room  for  thofe  who  were  appointed  for  the 
Aftault,  that  the  Defendants  found  themfelves  in  no  fmall 
Confufion,  being  extremely  put  to  it  to  defend  themfelves, 
and  repulfe  their  Enemies  at  the  fame  Time.  The  Quarters 
were  almoft:  cover’d,  or  in  a Manner  drowned  with  Arrows  j 
which  Expreftion  ought  not  to  be  tax’d  with  being  too  Hyper- 
bolical, fince  they  were  a&ually  oblig’d  to  appoint  People  on 
Purpofe  to  remove  them,  they  were  fo  offenfive,  the  lecond 
Time,  by  barring  the  Way  to  the  Ramparts.  The  Artillery 
and  fmall  Fire-Arms  made  a terrible  Deftru&ion  of  the  Enemy  } 
but  they  came  fo  refolutely  determin’d  either  to  conquer  or  to. 
dye,  that  they  advanc’d  in  Swarms  to  fill  up  the  Vacancy  of 
thofe  who  fell,  and  carry’d  on  the  Attack  with  an  intrepid 
Obftinacy,  trampling  upon  the  Dead,  and  ruflhing  over  the 
Wounded,  without  the  leaft  Remorfe.  3 Several 
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Several  put  themfelves  under  the  very  Cannon,  and  alTaulted 
with  incredible  Refolution,  making  life  of  their  Hinted  Inftiu- 
ments  to  break  the  Gates,  and  pick  the  Walls : Some  got  upon 
their  Companions  Shoulders  to  come  within  the  Reach  of  their 
Weapons  5 others  made  Ladders  of  their  own  Lances  and  Pikes 
to  gain  the  Windows  and  Terraces  5 and  all  in  general  expos’d 
themfelves  to  Fire  and  Sword  like  enrag  d Beafts.  Notable  In— 
ftartces  of  a fearlefs  Temerity,  and  which  might  have  pafs’d 
for  gallant  Actions,  had  true  Valour  perform’d  that  which,  in 
Reality,  was  no  other  than  a falvage  Ferocity. 

But  they  were  at  laffc  repuls’d,  and  retir’d,  for  Cover,  to 
the  Crofs-Streets,  where  they  halted  till  the  Night’s  Approach 
difpers’d  them  5 more  out  of  Regard  to  a Cuftom  they  had, 
never  to  fight  in  the  Sun’s  Abfence,  than  out  ot  any  apparent 
Hopes  they  gave  of  having  given  over  the  Enterprize.  On 
the  contrary,  they  had  the  Boldneis,  fome  Days  aftei,  once 
more  to  alarm  the  Spaniards,  by  letting  Fire  to  their  Quarters 
in  different  Parts  5 which  they  either  did  by  applying  it  to  the 
Doors  and  Windows,  by  the  Help  of  the  Night’s  Obfcurity, 
or  by  fhooting  Arrows  from  a Diftance  with  Artificial  Fire, 
which  laft  indeed  feems  moft  probable  ; for  the  Flame  increas’d 
fo  fuddenly,  and  took  hold  on  the  Buildings  with  luch  an  im- 
petuous Rage,  that  they  were  obligd,  in  order  to  prevent  the 
Communication  of  the  feveral  Fires,  to  break  down  fome  Walls, 
and  to  toil  afterwards  in  flopping  up  thofe  Breaches  they  had 
made,  and  to  put  them  in  a Pofture  of  Defence  5 a Fatigue 
which  lafted  the  greateft  Part  of  the  Night. 

But  fcarce  did  the  firft  Beams  of  Light  declare  the  Ap- 
proach of  the  Morning,  when  the  Enemy  was  difcover’d,  feem- 
fngly  afraid  to  come  within  Reach  of  their  Shot  5 for  they  only 
provok’d  the  Spaniards  to  fally  forth  from  their  Walls.  They 
dar’d  them  to  Battel  with  injurious  Speeches,  treating  them  as 
Cowards  for  lurking  behind  their  Intrenchments  5 and  Corte 
who  had  before  refolv’d  to  make  a Sally  upon  them  that  Day, 
took  this  Provocation  for  a good  Opportunity  to  fire  the  Minds 
of  his  People.  He  prepar’d  them  with  a fhort  Difcourfe  to 
refolve  to  revenge  their  Wrong,  by  chaftifing  the  Infolence  of 
thofe  'Barbarians , and,  without  Delay,  he  form  d his  whole 
Force  into  Three  Bodies,  each  confifting  of  Spaniards  and  TlaJ- 
calans : Two  of  thefe  Battalions  he  order  d for  clearing  the 
Crofs  Streets,  and  the  Third,  at  the  Head  of  which  he  himlelf 
march’d  in  Perfon  with  the  choiceft  of  his  Troops,  took  the 
Street  of  Tacuba,  where  the  greateft  Body  of  the  Enemy  was 
ported.  He  drew  up  his  Men,  and  diftnbuted  Arms  as  Necel- 
r E e e fity 
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fity  requir’d ; for  he  was  to  engage  both  in  Front  and  Flank, 
following  the  Method  which  Diego  deOrdaz^  had  obferv’d  in  his 
Retreat,  efteeming  that,  which  a little  before  had  deierv’d  his 
Applaufe,  to  be  now  worthy  his  Imitation ; wherein  he  fhew’d 
the  Noblenefs  of  his  Mind,  and  that  he  was  not  ignorant  how 
much  thofe  Superiors  hazard,  who  dildain  to  follow  the  Foot- 
fteps  of  thofe  who  are  inferior  to  them  in  Command,  and 
how  near  they  are  to  erring,  who  pretend  to  diftinguifh  them- 
felves  from  thofe  who  have  been  luccefsful  thro’  their  prudent 
Conduct.  The  Three  Battalions  engag’d  at  one  Time,  and 
the  Enemy  both  gave  and  receiv’d  the  firft  Charges  without  lo- 
fing  Ground,  or  being  in  the  lead:  fenfible  of  Danger,  going 
fo  far  as  even  to  come  to  Handy-Blows.  Their  Clubs  and 
Two-handed  Swords  were  manag’d  with  a defperate  Fury. 
Regardlefs  of  Death  they  broke  in  among  the  Pikes  and  Swords 
of  the  Spaniards,  to  gain  a Stroke  at  the  Price  of  Life.  The 
Fire-Arms  which  were  le veil’d  againft  the  Galleries  and  Win- 
dows could  not  divert  the  Shower  of  Stones  which  inceflantly 
came  from  thence,  for  they  flung  them  without  difcovering 
themfelves  5 and  it  was  neceflary  to  fet  fome  Houfes  on  Fire, 
to  put  a Stop  to  that  troublefome  Hoftility. 

The  Mexicans,  at  laft,  gave  Way  to  the  fuperior  Valour 
of  the  Spaniards  j but  as  they  retreated  they  broke  down  the 
Bridges  of  the  Streets,  and  fhew’d  themfelves  on  the  other 
Side  $ obliging  the  Spaniards  to  fill  up  the  Ditches,  ftill  fighting 
all  the  while,  before  they  could  profecute  the  Victory.  Thofe 
who  were  detach’d  to  clear  the  Streets  on  the  Sides,  charg’d 
the  Multitude  that  poflefsd  them  with  fo  much  Refolution, 
that  they  fecur’d  the  Retreat,  and  manag’d  it  fo  that  they 
always  kept  the  Enemy  in  Front,  till  having  advanc’d  as 
far  as  the  Opening  into  a large  Square,  the  Three  Bodies 
join’d,  and  at  the  firfl:  Attack  fo  difhearten’d  the  Indians , that 
they  turn’d  their  Backs  with  great  Precipitation  and  Confu- 
fion,  treading  one  another  under  Foot,  fhewing  the  fame  Fury 
and  Diforder  in  their  Flight,  as  they  had  done  in  the  Battle. 

Corte ^ would  not  buffer  his  People  to  profecute  the  Victory 
with  a farther  Slaughter  of  thofe  Vaflals  of  Motezuma , already 
routed,  and  flying  in  the  utmofl  Diforder,  whether  it  was 
that  his  Heart  relented  at  the  Blood  already  fpilt,  and  dis- 
dain’d intirely  to  deftroy  a vanquifh’d  Enemy,  or  that  he 
thought  he  had  chaftiz  d their  Prelumption  with  fufficient  Ri- 
gour. He  therefore  gather’d  up  his  Troops,  and  retir’d  without 
meeting  with  the  leaft  Oppofition.  He  loft  Ten  or  Twelve 
Soldiers,  and  had  many  wounded,  chiefly  by  Stones  or  Ar- 
rows, 


Book  IV.  of  Mexico,  or  New  Spaik»  io$ 

rows,  but  none  dangeroufly.  The  Number  that  the  Mexicanl 
loft  was  fo  great,  that  the  Bodies  which  they  could  not  carry 
off,  having  firft  ting’d  the  Canals  with  their  Blood,  remain  d 
as  a Spectacle  of  Horror  in  the  Streets  in  incredible  Heaps; 
The  Engagement  lafted  all  the  Morning,  and  the  Spaniards  were 
fometimes  very  hardly  put  to  it,  and  their  fearce  to  be  hop’d 
for  Succefs  was  intirely  owing  to  their  Perfeverance,  Valour, 
and  good  Difcipline. 

There  was  none  who  could  in  particular  be  faid  to  excel  j 
they  all  in  general  adted  with  equal  Bravery,  as  well  Soldiers  as 
Officers,  frefh  A&ions  of  Valour  fucceeding  each  other  fo 
thick  that  the  laft  ftill  eras’d  the  Remembrance  of  thole  which 
preceded  it.  The  Tlajcalans  behav’d  themfelves,  by  the  gene- 
rous Example  fet  them  by  the  Spaniards , valiantly,  without 
Precipitation  or  Rafhnefs  j and  Lorte^  conduced  the  whole 
Adtion  like  a couragious  and  prudent  Commander,  being  prc- 
fent  every  where,  but  more  efpecially  where  the  Danger  was 
greateft,  his  Sword  always  in  the  Face  of  his  Enemy,  his  Eye 
on  his  own  People,  his  Care  wherever  Occafion  requir’d  } lea- 
ving it  in  Doubt  whether  more  was  owing  to  his  perfonal  Bra-> 
very  or  to  his  confummate  Military  Skill,  both  which  Virtues  hd 
poffefs’d  in  an  eminent  Degree,  and  are  Qualities  definable 
without  Diftinaion,  and  concur  without  Preference  in  great 

Commanders.  , 

It  was  neceffary  to  allow  fome  Time  for  refrelhing  his  tird 
Troops,  and  for  the  Cure  of  the  Wounded,  which  Sufpenfion 
lafted  Three  Days,  or  fomething  more,  during  which  Interval 
they  only  took  Care  of  the  Defence  of  the  Quarters,  having 
the  Army  of  the  Mutineers  conftantly  in  View,  with  whom 
they  had  fome  light  Skirmiflies,  a Mixture  of  flying  and  fight- 
ing. In  this  Time  Hernan  Corte z.  artfully  renew’d  his  Over- 
tures of  Peace  by  Means  of  fome  Mexicans,  in  the  Service  of 
Motezuma , who  went  with  feveral  Propofals  5 but  he  was  no't 
negligent,  during  the  Negociation,  but  made  all  neceffary  Pre- 
paration.  He  order’d  Four  T owers  of  Wood  to  be  built,  which, 
with  little  Difficulty,  mov’d  with  Wheels,  to  be  us  d againft  the 
Enemy  in  Cafe  there  fhould  be  Occafion  for  a new  Sally* 
Each  of  thofe  Towers  was  capable  of  containing  Twenty  or 
Thirty  Men,  the  Roof  defended  by  thick  Planks,  fufficient  to 
refill  the  Stones  which  might  be  call  from  the  Houfes,  the  Front 
and  Sides  with  Loop-Holes  to  difcharge  under  Cover,  in  Imi- 
tation of  the  great  Engines  us’d  in  War,  which  cover  Men  to 
undermine  the  Walls  of  a Town,  which  Defence  he  thought, 
at  that  Jun&ure,  very  neceffary  to  fhelrer  his  Soldiers,  in  the 
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firing  of  Houfes,  and  breaking  thro’  the  Trenches  with  which 
they  were  flopping  up  the  Streets  3 and,  if  thefe  portable  Ma- 
chines were  not  good  for  engaging,  yet,  the  Novelty  of  them 
would  be  ufeful  by  amazing  the  Enemy.  Of  the  Mexicans  who 
were  fent  out  with  Propofals  of  Peace,  fome  return’d  ill- 
difpatch’d,  and  others  remain’d  among  the  Rebels,  to  the  great 
Diffatisfacftion  of  Mote^uma,  who  earneflly  defir’d  the  Reduction 
of  his  feditious  Subje&s,  and  conceal’d,  under  a Mask  eafy  to 
be  feen  through,  thejealoufy  he  had,  left  they  fhould  intireiy 
fhake  off  their  Obedience,  and  lofe  all  Fear  of  his  Authority. 
At  this  Time  they  were  making  new  Preparations  for  War  in 
the  City.  Thofe  of  the  mutinous  Nobility  who  had  Vaffals 
of  their  own,  fummon’d  the  People  of  their  refpeclive  Di- 
ftridts  : The  Force  of  the  Army  continually  increas  d;  nor  did 
they  ceafe  to  provoke  the  Spaniards  in  their  Quarters,  who  were 
now  quite  tir’d  with  bearing  the  troublefome  Repetition  of 
Menaces  and  Arrows,  which  tho’  they  were  equally  loft  in  the 
Air,  did  not  fail  to  offend  and  weary  out  their  Patience. 

With  this  good  Difpofition  of  his  People,  the  Opinion  of 
his  Captains,  and  the  Approbation  of  Motezuma,  General  Cor- 
tez, made  a fecond  Sally  againft  the  Mexicans  : He  took  with 
him  the  greateft  Part  of  the  Spaniards,  and  about  Two  Thou- 
fand  Tla/calans}  fome  Pieces  of  Artillery,  the  Wooden  Ma- 
chines, with  a fufficient  Defence,  and  fome  Led  Horfes  to  be 
us’d  upon  all  Occafions  where  the  Breakings  of  the  Ground  did 
not  render  them  ufelefs.  The  feditious  Mexicans  were  then  in 
a profound  Silence  5 but  the  Spaniards  had  fear ce  began  their 
March,  when  the  Difficulty  of  the  Undertaking  was  quickly 
known  by  the  fudden  Shouts  of  an  innumerable  Multitude  al- 
ternate with  the  hoarfe  and  difmal  Sound  of  their  Drums  and 
Sea-Shells.  The  Rebels  did  not  wait  till  they  were  attack’d, 
but  on  the  contrary  they  came  up  to  the  Spaniards  with  fur- 
prizing  Refolution,  and  much  lefs  Confufion  than  they  were 
wont.  They  gave  and  receiv’d  the  firft  Charge,  without  Dif- 
order,  or  Precipitation ; but  it  was  not  long  before  they  were 
fenfible  of  the  Damage  they  receiv’d,  and  retir’d  by  little  and 
little,  without  turning  their  Backs  to  the  firft  Entrenchments 
they  had  made  in  the  Streets  5 in  Defence  of  which  they  re- 
new’d the  Fight  with  fo  much  Obftinacy,  that  it  was  neceffary 
to  advance  lome  Pieces  of  Artillery  to  diflodge  them.  They 
had  their  Retreats  very  near,  and  in  fome  the  Bridges  of  the 
Canals  were  taken  up,  which  increas  d the  Difficulty,  and  there 
was  no  Way  of  engaging  them  from  under  Cover.  This  Day 
the  Spaniards  obferv  d in  their  Conduct  lome  very  politick  and 
4 confiderate 
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confiderate  Actions,  and  fuch  as  made  ic  appear  a War  more 
than  barely  Popular,  They  difcharg’d  regularly,  and  in  good 
Order,  always  lowering  their  Arm,  that  they  might  not  mils 
their  Shot  by  the  Refiflance  of  the  Spani/h  Armour.  They  de- 
fended their  Polls  with  Obftinacy,  and  abandon’d  them  with- 
out Confulion  : They  fent  feveral  Men  into  the  Canals,  that  as 
they  fwam  up  and  down  they  might  pufh  at  the  Spaniards , and 
wound  them  with  their  Pikes : They  had  got  up  huge  Pieces 
of  Rocks  into  their  Galleries,  to  dellroy  the  Wooden  Towers, 
and  perform’d  it,  breaking  them  all  to  Shatters : By  thefe  and 
many  other  Signs,  it  was  eafily  perceiv’d  that  fome  One  com- 
manded them  5 for  they  animated  and  fupported  each  other 
feafonably,  and  in  the  very  Diforders  of  a leditious  Multitude, 
they  fhew’d  fome  Sort  of  Obedience  and  Dilcipline. 

The  Engagement  lafted  the  greatell  Part  of  the  Day  3 the 
Spaniards  and  their  Confederates  were  forc’d  to  gain  the  Ground 
from  Trench  to  Trench:  MuchDammage  was  done  to  the  City, 
many  Eloufes  burn’d,  and  the  Mexicans  loll  more  Blood  upon 
this  Occalion  than  they  had  done  in  the  Two  preceding  Ren* 
counters,  either  that  they  advanc’d  nearer  to  the  Fire-Arms, 
or  becaufe  they  could  not  fly  as  they  were  accultomed,  being 
hinder’d  by  their  own  Entrenchments. 

The  Night  drew  on  apace  3 and  Corte with  Concern,  find- 
ing himfelf  oblig’d  to  the  fruitlefs  Dilpute  of  gaining  Polls 
which  he  could  not  maintain,  retir’d  to  his  Quarters,  leaving 
the  Sedition,  in  Reality,  rather  challis’d  than  quell’d.  He  loll 
about  Forty  Soldiers,  moll  of  them  Tla/calans,  had  above  Fifty 
Spaniards  lorely  w'ounded,  and  himfelf  lhot  with  an  Arrow 
in  the  left  Hand  3 but  his  inward  Wound  was  far  the  worll,  by 
being  fenfible,  upon  this  Occafion,  that  it  was  not  pollible  to 
continue  fo  unequal  a War  without  running  the  Rilque  of  lo- 
ling  both  his  Army  and  his  Reputation.  The  firft  Shock  he 
had  yet  felt,  the  Novelty  of  which  went  near  his  Heart,  iur- 
priz’d  him,  and  almoll  made  his  Courage  to  flagger.  He 
fhut  himlelf  up  under  Pretence  of  his  Wound,  but  with  a 
Defign  to  give  himfelf  up  to  Thought.  The  greatell  Part  of 
the  Night  he  fpent  in  Reflection  : He  was  concern'd  and  vex’d 
to  quit  Mexico,  and  could  find  no  Means  of  maintaining  his 
Ground  there.  He  endeavour’d  to  exert  himlelf  againlt  the 
Difficulty,  but  found  that  Reafon  took  Part  with  his  Sufpicions. 
His  good  Senfe  and  Forefight  would  not  agree  with  his  natural 
Fire  and  Vigour:  All  was  difputing  without  refolving:  Dilfatis- 
fy’d  with  the  Dictates  of  Prudence,  or  impatient  at  the  Pains 
we  are  at  to  come  to  a Refolution  before  we  can  reap  the  Ad- 
vantage. 
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CHAP.  XIV. 


Motezuma  exhorts  Cortez  to  retire  from 
Mexico,  which  he  offers  to  do  affoon  as  the  Sedi- 
tious have  laid  down  their  Arms.  They  return  to 
attempt  another  Affault.  Motezuma  f peaks  to 
them  from  the  Wall \ and  is  wounded , lojing  all 
Hopes  of  reducing  them. 

O R did  Motezuma  pafs  his  Night  better,  whofe 
Thoughts  waver’d  with  far  greater  Uneafinefs,  now 
wholly  doubting  the  Fidelity  of  his  VafTalsj  his  Mind 
was  affaulted  by  contrary  Paffions,  of  which  fome 
Tooth’d,  and  others  oppos’d  his  Inclinations : The  Violence 
of  Anger  and  Refentment,  Moderation  of  Fear,  and  the  Re- 
pugnancies of  Pride.  He  was  that  Day  on  the  highelt  Tower 
of  the  Palace,  obferving  the  Battle,  and  diftinguifh’d  amongll 
the  Rebels  the  Lord  of  Iztapalapa,  and  other  Princes,  who 
might  afpire  to  the  Empire.  He  faw  them  running  here  and 
there  to  every  Part,  animating  the  Combatants,  and  ordering 
the  Adtion.  He  had  not,  as  yet,  fufpedted  his  Nobles  would 
have  engag’d  in  fuch  manifeft  Outrages : His  Anger  and  Con- 
cern began  at  once,  and  his  Anger  prevail’d  $ the  firlt  Motion 
of  his  Temper  giving  them  up  to  Deftrudtion,  breathing  no- 
thing but  Blood  and  Slaughter : But  a little  after  refledting  how 
far  the  Evil  was  fpread,  and  the  Tumult  now  converted  in- 
to Treafon  and  Rebellion  in  all  its  Forms,  he  funk  down 
quite  difpirited,  remaining  without  Refolution  to  apply  a Re- 
medy, and  every  lmpulfe  of  his  natural  Ferocity  gave  Way 
to  Fear  and  Weaknefs.  Nothing  appears  fo  terrible  to  a Ty- 
rant as  the  Thoughts  of  his  Crown  being  in  Danger ; nor  arc 
any,  generally  fpeaking,  fo  fufceptible  of  Fear  as  thole  who  are 
ambitious  of  being  fear'd. 

He  refledled  with  Deliberation  upon  the  different  Means  of' 
re-eftablifhing  his  linking  Authority,  and  none  appear’d  better 
than  immediately  to  difpatch  the  Spaniards,  to  return  to  his  Pa- 
lace, and  there  to  ufe  Lenity  towards  the  Revolters,  before  he 
proceeded  to  life  up  the  Hand  of  Juftice.  In  the  Morning  he 
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the  Caufe  of  his  Concern.  With  An  arfe&ed  Security  he  aggra- 
vated and  exclaim’d  againfl  the  Infolence  of  his  Nobles,  trying 
to  make  him  believe,  that  his  Thoughts  were  more  taken  up 
about  the  Manner  of  chaftifing  them,  than  with  any  Fear  he 
had  of  their  Revolt,  and  went  on,  faying  3 “ That  now  the 
“ Troubles  of  his  Kingdom  requir’d  a fpeedy  Remedy  5 and 
“ that  it  was  necelTary  to  take  away  all  pretences  from  the  Se- 
“ ditious,  and  to  make  them  fenfible  of  their  Error,  before 
“ he  punifh’d  their  Crime:  That  all  Tumults  did  pretend  a 
£t  Foundation  upon  feme  Appearances  of  Reafon  3 and  that  in. 
“ the  reducing  of  a Multitude,  it  was  prudent  to  make  Con- 
“ ceffions  at  the  Beginning,  in  order  to  command  more  ab- 
“ folutely  afterward:  That  the  Clamours  of  his  Vaflals  had, 
“ on  their  Side,  an  Excufe  that  was  very  plaufible,  and  fotin- 

ded  well,  which  Was,  the  Liberty  of  their  Prince,  perfuaded 
“ that  he  was  under  an  involuntary  Confinement,  and  mifta- 
“ ken  in  the  Method  by  which  they  were  to  compafs  it : That 
“ it  was  now  come  to  that  Pitch,  that  Corte ^ and  his  People 
“ mull:  unavoidably  leave  Mexico  without  Delay,  that  he  him- 
<£  felf  might,  by  his  own  Authority,  fubjedl  the  Rebels,  and 
“ extinguifh  the  Fire,  by  removing  the  Caufe.’’  He  re- 
peated how  much  he  had  fuflfer’d  for  not  violating  his  Word 
with  the  Spaniards , and  touch’d  (lightly  upon  thole  Jealoufies 
which  gave  him  moll  Concern : But  the  InflanceS  he  made 
to  Corte ^ not  to  oppofe  his  Demands,  were  fo  fubmiflive,  that 
the  Influences  of  Fear  plainly  difeover’d  themfelves  in  the  Ear- 
neftnefs  of  the  Requefl. 

Cortez^  himfelf  was  of  Opinion,  that  it  was  convenient  for 
him,  in  the  prefent  Jundlure  of  Affairs,  to  retreat,  with  a De- 
fign,  neverthelefs,  of  refuming  the  Enterprize  upon  a better 
Foundation : And  recolledting  his  Thoughts  on  that  Point, 
which  made  the  Propofal  feem  the  lefs  ftrange,  he  readily  an- 
fwer’d  : “ That  it  was  both  his  Inclination  and  Opinion  to  obey 
“ him  with  an  intire  Refignation  5 defiring  only  to  do  that 
“ which  fhould  be  mofl  pleafing  and  agreeable  to  him,  with- 
“ out  entering  into  the  Motives  of  his  Refolution,  or  lofing 
“ Time  in  reprefenting  the  Inconveniencies  which  he  might 
“ have  forefeen  and  confiider’d  3 for  in  DifculTions  of  this  Kind, 
“ the  Inferior  always  ought  to  give  up  his  Judgment,  the  Will 
“ of  Princes  being  a fufficient  Reafon  for  their  A&ions.  That 
“ he  fhould  be  much  troubled  to  withdraw  from  him,  with- 
<c  out  leaving  him  fully  affur’d  of  the  Obedience  of  h is  Vaf- 
<c  fals  j particularly,  fince  that  dangerous  Circumflance  of  the 
“ Nobility’s  having  declar’d  for  the  Populace  requir’d  greater 

“ Precau- 
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“ Precautions,  and  his  utmoft  Care  ; For  when  once  the  No- 
“ bility  break  the  Bonds  of  Duty  and  Loyalty,  they  have  the 
“ greateft  Attempts  in  View,  and  flick  at  nothing.  But  that 
“ it  was  not  for  him  to  offer  Reafons  to  delay  his  March,  fince 
“ his  Majefty  had  propos'd  it  as  a neceffary  Remedy,  as  being 
“ fenfible  of  the  Infirmity  and  Humours  under  which  his  King- 
“ dorh  labour’d  : Upon  which  Suppofition,  and  his*  own  fix'd 
“ Refolution  immediately  to  march  with  his  Army  for  Zem- 
“ poala,  he  humbly  intreated  his  Majefty,  that  before  his  De- 
“ parture  he  would  oblige  his  Vaffals  to  lay  down  their  Arms; 
“ becaufe  it  would  be  of  bad  Conference  thar  they  fhould 
“ attribute  to  their  Rebellion  what  they  ow’d  to  their  Sove- 
“ raign’s  Goodnefs.  That  he  propos’d  this  more  out  of  Re- 
“ fped  to  his  Royal  Authority  than  for  any  Trouble  orCon- 
“ cern  the  Obftinacy  of  the  Rebels  gave  him  ; for  he  delifted 

from  farther  chaftizing  them  out  of  pure  Regard  to  him; 

“ carrying  on  the  Point  of  his  Sword  and  in  the  Valour  of  his 
“ Troops  every  Thing  that  was  neceffary  to  fecure  his  Re- 
c treat.  . 

Mote^uma  did  not  exped  fuch  a ready  Compliance  in  the 
Anfwer  of  Corte^  but  imagin’d  he  fhould  have  met  with  greater 
Refiftance,  which  might  have  occafion’d  him  much  Trouble 
in  contending  and  dilputing  that  Point  upon  which  he  had 
fo  fully  deliberated  and  refolv’d.  He  made  his  Acknowledge- 
ment to  Corte ^ with  a great  deal  of  Joy,  and  both  his  Voice 
and  Countenance  fufficiently  exprefs’d  the  Satisfadion  of  his 
Mind. 

He  offer’d  to  command  the  Revolters  immediately  to  lay 
down  their  Arms,  and  approv’d  of  his  Refledions,  by  which 
he  thought  his  Vaflals  would  appear  lefs  unworthy  to  capi- 
tulate with  their  Prince  ; a Point  which  he  had  not  confider’d  . 
before,  yet  ftill  he  was  inwardly  concern’d  at  his  being  forc’d 
to  temporize  fo  far  with  thofe  who  merited  nothing  but  his 
Difplealure,  nor  was  he  very  skilful  in  the  Art  of  mixing  So- 
veraignty  with  Diffimulation.  Before  this  Conference  ended, 
an  Alarm  was  founded  in  the  Quarters.  Cone ^ immediately 
took  his  Leave,  and  haftening  to  take  Care  for  the  Defence,  he 
found  his  People  all  preparing  to  relift  a general  Affault  the 
Enemy  was  juft  going  to  begin  on  every  Side.  As  the  Gar- 
rifon  was  always  vigilant,  they  were  receiv’d  with  the  utmoft 
Rigour  of  the  Fire-Arms  5 for  thofe  Rebels  fhut  their  Eyes  to  all 
Danger,  and  drove  on  each  other  with  fo  much  Precipitation, 
that  their  Van-Guard,  in  Appearance  without  their  own  proper 
Movement,  were  in  an  Inftant  at  the  Foot  of  the  Wall.  Their 
* Bows 
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Bows  and  Slings  which  were  left  at  a convenient  Diftance,  be- 
gan to  repeat  their  Difcharges,  to  beat  off  thole  who  were  up- 
on the  Ramparts  to  refill:  the  Affault,  which  was  pufh’d  on 
and  oppos’d  with  equal  Refolution.  In  fome  Parts  the  Enemy 
got  Footing  within  the  very  Works,  and  Cortez ',  who  had 
form’d  a Body  of  Referve  compos’d  of  Tlafcalans  and  Spa- 
niards in  the  principal  Court,  repair’d  with  new  Succours  to  the 
Pofts  which  were  mod  expos’d,  having  Occafion  for  all  his  Acti- 
vity, and  all  the  Courage  of  his  Troops,  that  the  Defence  might 
not  flacken,  nor  the  Enemy  come  to  underftand  the  Advan- 
tage which  Numbers  have  over  even  Valour  itfelf. 

Motezuma  being  foon  inform’d  of  the  Conflict  in  which  the 
Spaniards  were  engag’d,  call’d  Donna  Marina , and  fent  her  to  Cor- 
te^t o propofe,  “ That  according  to  the  prefent  State  of  Affairs, 
“ and  agreeable  to  what  they  had  both  agreed  upon,  it  would 
“ be  very  convenient  that  he  fhould  fhew  himfelf  to  his  Vaf- 
“ fals  from  the  Wall,  to  command  the  feditious  Populace  to 
“ retire,  and  the  Nobles  to  make  their  perfonal  Appearance  in 
“ his  Prefence,  dilarm’d,  and  there  to  reprefent  what  it  was 
“ that  both  the  one  and  the  other  defir  d.’’  Corte ^ did  not 
diflike  the  Propofal,  holding  it  neceffary,  at  that  Juncture,  for 
his  People  to  breathe  a little,  fince  there  was  but  fmall  Hopes 
of  being  able  to  overcome  the  Obftinacy  of  that  inflexible 
Multitude.  Motezuma  inftantly  difpos’d  himfelf  to  put  his  De- 
fign  in  Execution,  with  an  impatient  Concern  to  know  the 
Minds  of  his  Subjects,  with  Regard  to  his  own  Perfon.  He 
caus’d  himfelf  to  be  adorn’d  with  his  Royal  Robes,  call’d  for 
his  Crown  and  Imperial  Mantle  5 not  forgetting  the  Jewels 
which  he  was  accuftom’d  to  wear  upon  publick  Occafions,  nor 
other  affeCted  Formalities,  which  fufficiently  publifh’d  his  Diffi- 
dence and  Apprehenfions,  by  making  it  appear  by  all  this 
more  than  ordinary  Care,  that  he  flood  in  Need  of  Pomp  and 
exterior  Show  to  gain  the  RefpeCt  of  the  Eye,  and  that  the 
Affiftance  of  Purple  and  Gold  was  neceffary  to  cover  and  con- 
ceal the  interior  Weaknefs  of  Majefty.  With  all  this  Pomp 
and  Grandeur , attended  by  the  principal  Mexicans  who 
continu’d  in  his  Service,  he  mounted  the  Terrace  which  was 
oppofite  to  the  great  Avenue.  The  Garrifon  was  drawn  up 
in  Ranks  for  him  to  pafs  thro’,  and  one  of  the  Mexicans  of 
the  Emperor’s  Equipage  advancing  to  the  Rails,  with  a loud 
Voice  call’d  out  to  the  Rebels,  to  prepare  themfelves  with 
Reverence  and  Attention,  for  the  Great  Motezuma  had  conde- 
fcended  to  come  forth  in  order  to  hear  their  Demands  and 
{hew  them  further  Favour-  At  the  hearing  of  his  Name  the 
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Outcries  ceas’d,  Terror  fucceeded  and  got  the  better  of  Fury, 
and  they  remain'd  motionlefs,  feeming  as  if  they  were  afraid 
even  to  breathe.  Motesuma  then  fhew’d  himfelf  to  the  expect- 
ing Multitude,  with  a Countenance  of  Severity  mix’d  with  Le- 
nity, which  at  once  exprefs’d  both  his  Anger  and  his  Fear, 
Many  bent  the  Knee  when  they  faw  him,  but  the  moft  Part 
humbled  themfelves  fo  far  as  to  touch  the  Earth  with  their 
Fore-heads,  intermixing  the  Reafon  they  had  to  fear  him,  with 
the  Cuftom  of,  as  it  were,  worfliipping  him.  He  firfl  caft  his 
Looks  on  all  in  general,  and  then  upon  the  Nobles  in  parti- 
cular, with  a Shew  of  taking  Notice  of  thofe  he  knew.  He 
commanded  that  fome  fhould  draw  near,  calling  them  by  their 
Names.  He  honour’d  them  with  the  Title  of  Friends  and 
Kinfmen,  putting  a Force  on  his  Difpleafure  : He  acknowledg’d, 
with  a proper  Decency  of  Expreffion,  the  AffeClion  with  which 
they  defir’d  his  Liberty  5 and  the  Harangue  he  made  them,  tho’ 
we  find  it  differently  related,  was,  according  to  the  Report  of 
the  Majority,  to  the  following  Tenor. 

J Am  Jo  far , my  Vaffals,  from  looking  upon  this  Expreffion  of  your 
Zeal  as  a Crime,  that  I cannot  deny  my  being  inclin’d  to  excufe  you. 
It  was  indeed,  an  Excefi  to  take  up  Anns  without  my  Leave  $ but  it 
was  an  Excefi  of  your  Fidelity.  You  believ’d,  and  not  without  Appear- 
ance of  fome  Leaf  on,  that  I was  detain’d  by  Force  and  Violence  in  this 
Palace  of  my  Predecejfors  5 and  to  relieve  your  SoVeraign  from  Oppref- 
fion  is  too  great  an  Enterprise  to  be  attempted  without  fome  Diforder : 
(But  no  Laws  are  fufficient  to  reflrain  an  Exceft  of  pefentment  and 
Grief  within  the  Bounds  of  Moderation  and  Prudence : And  notwith- 
standing the  Occafion  of  this  your  Commotion  be  with  fmall  Foundation 
fince  1 am  without  any  Manner  of  Violence  among  thefe  Foreigners  whom 
you  treat  as  Enemies.  I now  fee  your  Inclinations  are  good,  tho ’ you  are 
miflaken  in  your  Method  of  proceeding.  It  is  by  my  own  Voluntary  Option 
that  I have  continu’d  with  them,  and  thought  my ) elf  oblig’d  to  few 
them  this  Favour , on  Account  of  the  PpffeB  they  haVe  always  paid  me , 
and  out  of  Duty  to  the  Prince  who  fends  them.  They  are  now  difpatch'd : 
IhaVe  now  refolv’d  that  they  f} mil  depart  my  Court ; and  they  are  preparing 
immediately  to  quit  the  Country : But  it  is  not  reafonable  that  I fhould  be 
Jooner  obey'd  by  them  than  by  you,  who  are  my  natural  Subjetts  5 nor  that 
their  Courtefy  fhould  appear  greater  than  your  Duty.  Lay  down  your 
Arms,  and  come  to  my  Prefence  as  you  ought,  that  all  Tumults  and  Fi- 
ji urbancc  ceafing,  you  may  be  convinc’d  how  much  you  are  in  my  Favour , 
by  the  Pardon  I am  ready  to  give  you. 

5 
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Thus  Motezuma  concluded  his  Harangue  3 and  no  one  was 
fo  bold  to  attempt  making  a Reply.  Some  beheld  him  with 
Aftonifhment  and  Confuiion,  to  find  a Requeil  where  they 
expe&ed  nothing  but  Indignation  3 others  wept  to  fee  their  Mo- 
narch fo  humble,  or  which  founds  much  worfe,  and  far  lefs 
became  him,  fo  humbled  : But  at  the  very  Time  of  this  Su- 
fpenfion,  the  Populace  began  again  to  be  in  Commotion,  and 
in  an  Inftant  pafs’d  from  Fear  to  Fury,  eafy  at  all  Times  to  be 
led  into  Extremes : Nor  did  there  want  one  to  foment  it,  when 
they  had  ele&ed  a new  Emperor,  or  at  leaft  had  refolv’d  on 
the  Choice  3 for  in  our  Hiftorians  we  find  it  differently  related. 
Their  Difrefped  immediately  was  converted  into  Contempt. 
They  told  him  aloud,  that  he  was  no  longer  their-  King  5 and 
that  he  fhould  quit  the  Diadem  and  Scepter  for  the  Diftaff  and 
Spindle  3 giving  him  the  opprobious  Names  of  pufillanimous, 
effeminate  Coward,  an  abjeft,  a vile  Prifoner,  and  Slave  to 
his  Enemies:  Their  injurious  Language  was  drown’d  by  loud 
and  repeated  Shouts  3 and  he  endeavour'd,  by  the  Motions  both 
of  his  Head  and  his  Hands,  to  be  heard,  when  the  Multitude 
began  to  advance,  and  let  fly  their  Arrows  againfl:  him,  where- 
by he  became  fe'nfible  of  the  utmoft  Infolence  of  his  rebellious 
Vaffals.  Two  Soldiers,  which  Corte ^ forefeeing  this  Danger, 
had  plac’d  at  his  Side,  endeavour’d  to  cover  him  with  their 
Bucklers  3 but  all  their  Care  was  not  fufficient  to  prevent  his 
being  touch’d  by  fome  Arrows,  and  very  rigoroufly  by  a Stone 
.which  wounded  him  in  the  Head,  breaking  Part  of  his  Tem- 
ple, with  which  Blow  he  fell  down  fenfelefs  to.  the  Ground  3 an 
Accident  which  exceedingly  troubled  Corte^  'as1  being  one  of 
the  moll  unfeafonable  Misfortunes  that  could  have  poffibly 
happen’d.  He  inftantly  caus’d  him  to  be  carry’d  to  his  Apart- 
ment, and,  with  frefh  Refentment  and  Indignation,  repair’d  to 
the  Defence  of  the  Ramparts : But  he  found  no  Enemy  on 
whom  he  could  vent  his  Anger ; for  the  Mexicans  no  fooner 
beheld  their  Emperor  fall,  by  which  they  had  Reafon  to  believe 
that  he  was  wounded,  but  they  were  fo  aftonifh  dat  the  Crime 
they  had  committed,  that  flying  without  knowing  from  whom, 
as  imagining  that  the  Vengeance  of  their  Gods  purfued  them, 
they  ran  to  hide  themfelves  from  Divine  Wrath,  with  that  Kind 
of  Confufion,  or  terrifying  Shame  and  Confternation,  where- 
with the  Mind  is  wont  to  be  opprefs’d  after  the  committing  of 
enormous  and  heinous  Sins. 

Corte^  immediately  repair’d  to  Motezuma  s Apartment,  who 
foon  after  recover’d  his  Senfes,  and  came  to  himfelf3  but  fo 
impatient,  and  full  of  Indignation,  that  it  was  neceffary  to 
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hold  him,  in  order  to  prevent  him  from  doing  himfelf  a Miff 
chief.  It  was  impoffible  to  drefs  his  Wound,  becaufe  he  tore 
away  whatever  Medicines  were  apply’d,  and  he  broke  out  into 
moft  furious  Threats,  which  ended  in  Sighs  and  Lamenta- 
tions: Rage  did  its  utmoft,  but  at  laft  dwindled  into  Pufila- 
nimity:  Perfuafion  offended,  and  Confolation  exafperated  and 
anger’d  him  : He  recover’d  his  Senfes  only  to  lofe  his  Under- 
ftanding.  It  appear’d  neceffary  to  leave  him  for  a while,  and 
allow  lome  Time  for  Confideration,  that  he  might  get  rid  of 
the  firffc  Impreffions  of  the  Infulc  had  been  offer’d  him.  Over- 
whelm’d with  exceffive  Grief,  he  was  left  to  the  Care  of  his  At- 
tendants, continually  battling  with  the  Violence  of  his  Tem- 
per, and  the  Defpondency  of  his  Mind,  without  Spirit  enough 
left  even  to  think  of  attempting  Vengeance  upon  the  Traytors, 
but  efteeming,  as  a moft  heroick  Exploit,  the  Refolution  of 
dying  by  his  own  Hands:  A barbarous  Recourfe  of  cou'ardly 
Minds,  who  fink  beneath  Calamity,  and  are  only  valiant 
agamft  that  which  can  leaft  oppofe  them. 


v CHAP.  XV. 


Mot  e7,um  A dies  of  his  JV ounds , objlinately  re - 
fufing  to  receive  Baptifm.  Cortez  fends  his 
Body  to  the  Mexicans,  who  celebrate  his  Obfe- 
quies.  His  perfonal  Qualities  and  Character. 


OTE  Z UM A perfever’d  in  his  Impatience,  and  at 
the  fame  Time  his  Wounds  grew  worfe  ; it  being  a 
common  Obfervation,  how  great  Influence  the-  Paf- 
fions  of  the  Mind  have  over  the  Corruption  of  the 
Humours.  The  Wound  in  his  Head  was  at  firft  look’d 
upon  as  dangerous,  and  his  inward  Agitations  quickly  made  it 
mortal  j nor  was  it  by  any  Means  poffible  to  apply  the  necef- 
lary  Remedies  till  he  grew  fo  weak  that  he  had  not  Force  to 
refift.  Thofe  who  attended  him  were  no  lefs  put  to  it  to  oblige 
him  to  take  fome  Nourifhment,  the  want  of  which  had  al- 
ready brought  him  very  low  • and  he  feem’d  to  have  nothing 
of  Strength  or  Vigour  left,  but  only  in  his  determinate  Refo- 
lution of  putting  an  End  to  his  Life  with  his  own  Hands$  his 
Delpair  increafing  as  his  Strength  decay’d.  His  Danger  was 
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known  in  Time  ; and  Corte who  feldom  left  him  becaufc 
when  he  was  prefent  he  moderated  his  Grief,  and  fomewhat 
compos’d  himlelf,  us’d  his  utmoft  Endeavours,  by  preffing  In- 
ftances,  to  perfuade  him  to  that  which  moll  of  all  imported 
him.  He  took  all  proper  Opportunities  to  touch  upon  Reli- 
gion, calling  upon  him  with  gentle  and  pathetick  Arguments 
to  a Deteftation  of  his  Errors,  and  to  feek  the  Knowledge  of 
Truth.  Upon  fome  Occafions  he  had  fhewn  fome  fort  of  In- 
clination to  the  Rites  and  Precepts  of  the  Catholick  Faith , 
feem'd  to  be  dilfatisfy’d  with  the  Abfurdities  of  Idolatry, 
and  began  to  give  fome  Hopes  of  his  Converfion  $ but  always 
put  it  off  for  fome  Reafon  of  Stare,  having  a Regard  to  the 
Superftition  of  his  Subjects,  even  tho’  his  own  had  left  him, 
more  out  of  Fear  of  railing  a Commotion  amongft  them, 
than  for  any  Reverence  he  of  late  bore  to  their  Idols. 

Cortex  on  his  Part,  did  all  that  the  Duty  of  a Cbrijlian  re- 
quir’d. He  intreated  him,  with  all  polfible  Fervour  and  Ten- 
dernefs,  to  acknowledge  the  true  God  5 and,  by  receiving  Bap- 
tifm,  to  fecure  to  himlelf  a glorious  Eternity  in  the  next  World. 
He  was  prefs’d  by  Father  'Bartolomeo  de  Olmedo  with  Arguments 
of  ftill  greater  Force  and  Energy  5 nor  were  the  Officers,  who 
were  moll  in  that  Prince’s  Favour,  lefs  fedulous  in  their  En- 
deavours to  work  upon  him.  Donna  Marina  did  not  only  in- 
terpret, but  join’d  Intreaties  in  the  moll  perfuafive  Terms  5 and 
jn  fpite  of  all  that  Malice  and  Emulation  can  fay,  ( for  even  in 
this  Refped  the  Spaniards  are  charg’d  with  NegleCt)  no  hu- 
man Means  was  omitted  to  induce  him  to  turn  into  the  Path 
of  Truth  : But  he  would  never  return  a rational  Anfwcr,  but 
always  remote  from  the  Point ; now  exclaiming  againll  the 
Infult  he  had  receiv’d  5 anon  breathing  nothing  but  Threats 
of  Vengeance  3 then  he  would  fall  into  Fits  of  Defpair,  con- 
juring Corte ^ to  revenge  his  Injuries  upon  the  Tray  tors.  In  this 
miferable  Conflict  of  Mind  he  continu’d  Three  Days,  and 
then  furrender’d  up  to  the  Devil  the  eternal  Poffeffion  of  his 
Soul,  employing  the  latell  Moments  of  his  Breath  in  impious 
Thoughts  of  facrificing  his  Enemies  to  his  Fury  and  Revenge, 
leaving  to  the  World  a terrible  Example,  how  much  the  Paf- 
lions  are  to  be  dreaded  in  the  Hour  of  Death,  as  being  always 
Enemies  to  Relignation,  and  more  efpecially  in  the  Great  and 
Powerful,  in  whom  they  are  generally  more  abfolute  and  pre- 
dominant, by  Reafon  that  the  Cullom  of  obeying  thofe  Paf- 
fions  prevails  over  the  Vigour  which  is  requilite  to  reprefs  and 
fubdue  them. 
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The  Concern  which  the  Death  of  this  Prince  caus’d  amongft 
the  Spaniards  was  univerfal  5 for  they  all  in  general  lov’d  him 
with  an  equal  Affedfion,  fome  upon  Account  of  his  Liberality 
towards  them^  and  others  for  his  Gratitude  and  benevolent 
Difpolition.  But  Corte who  was  far  more  oblig’d  to  him 
than  all  the  reft,  and  whofe  Lofs  was  incomparably  greater, 
took  this  cruel  Stroke  fo  to  Heart,  that  he  was  quite  inconlo- 
lable  3 and  notwithftanding  he  endeavour’d  all  he  could  to 
compofe  himfelf,  that  his  People  might  not  be  difcourag’d,  he 
was  not  able  to  conceal  his  inward  Grief,  but  was  frequently 
obferv’d  to  let  fall  fome  Tears  which  it  was  not  in  his  Power 
to  contain.  He  had  founded  the  greateft  Part  of  his  Defigns 
in  the  voluntary  Subje&ion  of  that  Prince.  By  his  Death 
the  belt  of  his  Hopes  were  intirely  loft,  and  he  found 
himfelf  under  the  Neceflity  of  forming  a new  Plan,  in 
order  to  attain  the  Views  he  had  propos’d.  What  moft  fen- 
fibly  touch’d  him  was,  his  having  died  obftinate  in  his  Er- 
rors 5 the  laft  and  greateft  Aggravation  of  this  Misfortune, 
and  an  effential  Point  which  divided  his  Heart  between  Sor- 
row and  Dread,  all  his  Endeavours  to  prevent  it  being  fru- 
ftrated,  and  his  Mind  ftruck  with  Horror  at  that  terible  Idea. 
His  firft  Care  was  to  call  together  all  the  Servants  of  the  de- 
ceas’d Emperor,  of  whom  he  chofe  Six  Perfons  of  the  greateft: 
Note  to  carry  out  the  Body  into  the  City,  in  which  Number 
were  comprehended  fome  Priefts  who  had  been  taken  Prifoners, 
all  of  them  Eye-Witneffes  of  his  Wound  and  Death.  He  order’d 
them,  from  him,  to  aquaint  the  Princes  who  were  at  the  Head  of 
the  mutinous  Populace  “ That  he  had  fent  them  the  Corps  of 
“ their  late  Soveraign  murder’d  by  their  Hands,  which  enor- 
“ mous  Crime,  gave  frefh  Right  to  thejuftice  of  his  Arms. 

“ That  before  his  Death,  he  had  frequently  requefted,  ancf 
“ with  moft  prefling  Inftances  conjur’d  him  (as  thofe  Deputies 
well  knew)  to  revenge  his  Wrongs,  and  to  chaftize  them 
u for  their  abominable  Rebellion  : But  that  he  look’d  up- 
£t  on  their  Infurrettion  to  have  proceeded  from  the  brutal 
“ Fury  in  the  Dregs  of  the  Populace,  and  an  Infolence  tire 
“ the  Enormity  whereof  he  hop’d  thofe  of  better  Senfe  and 
‘‘  Rank  would  take  into  Confederation  and  punifh.  That 
<c  therefore,  for  that  Reafon,  he  once  more  propos’d  Peace,  gi- 
“ ving  them  Leave  to  fend  their  Deputies  to  make  Propofals 
<c  towards  an  amicable  Accommodation,  alluring  them,  That 
“ he  was  ready  to  agree  to  any  reafonable  Conditions : But 
“ that  at  the  fame  Time  he  would  have  them  to  underftand, 

“ that  if  they  did  not  immediately  accept  his  Offer,  and  repent 
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them  of  their  Crime,  they  flhould  not  only  be  treated  as 
Enemies,  but  as  Rebels  and  Traytors  to  their  Prince,  ex- 
periencing the  utmoft  Rigour  of  his  Arms  : For  that  Mo- 
tezjitna,  out  of  Refpedt  to  whom  he  had  with-held,  and  mo- 
derated hi§  juft  Refentment,  being  now  dead,  he  would  lay 
wafte,  and  intirely  deftroy  their  City  3 and  that  they  fhould, 
when  too  late,  know  by  dear  Experience  the  Difference  be- 
tween Hoftilities,  when  little  more  than  barely  defenfive; 
and  by  which  he  had  hitherto  only  endeavour’d  to  reduce 
“ them  to  Reafon,  and  a declar’d  War  in  which  he  lay  under 
“ an  Obligation  to  chaftize  them  with  the  laft  Severity.” 

The  Six  Mexicans  immediately  departed  with  this  Meffagc, 
bearing  the  Corps  upon  their  Shoulders  5 and  at  a fmall  Di- 
ftance  from  the  Quarters,  a Body  of  the  Seditious  advanc’d  to 
meet  them,  not  without  fome  Signs  of  Reverence  and  Re- 
fpect,  as  was  obferv’d  from  the  Walls.  When  they  difcover’d 
what  it  was,  they  all  follow’d  the  Corps,  flinging  away  their 
Arms,  and  abandoning  their  Ports  5 and  in  an  Inftant  the 
City  was  fill’d  with  Outcries  and  Lamentations  3 a fufficient 
Demonftration  that  that  melancholy  Objecft,  which  gave  them 
a View  of  their  treafonable  Practices,  had  fome  Sort  of  Im- 
preffion  upon  their  obdurate  Hearts.  They  had  already  ele&ed 
a new  Emperor,  as  was  foon  after  known  ; fo  that  thofe  Expref- 
fions  of  Grief  could  not  be  thought  to  proceed  from  a fincere 
Repentance,  neither  could  thofe  Returns  of  Loyalty,  found  ill 
in  the  Ears  of  the  Succeffor,  who  mull  needs  look  on  them 
as  due  to  the  Name,  and  not  to  the  Perfon  of  the  Soveraign. 
The  Outcries  and  Clamours  of  the  People,  who  throng’d  up  and 
down  in  Swarms,  lafted  the  whole  Night  3 repeating  thro’ every 
Street  the  Name  of  Motezuma , with  turbulent  Uneafinefs  mix’d 
with  Sorrow,  which  tho’  it  exprefs’d  a Sort  of  relenting  Refle- 
ction, yet  ftill  carry’d  the  fame  Face  of  Sedition  as  before. 

Some  fay,  that  they  dragg’d  the  Body  about  the  Streets, 
and  cut  and  mangled  it  all  to  Pieces,  without  fparing  his 
Children  and  Wives : Others,  that  they  expos’d  it  to  the  De- 
rifion  and  Contempt  of  the  Common  People,  till  one  of  his 
Servants,  erecting  an  humble  and  irregular  Pile  of  lll-colleCted 
Wood,  in  a little  frequented,  and  lefs  decent  Place,  he  there 
reduc’d  it  to  Afhes.  What  has  been  faid  may  be  believ’d  of  an 
enrag’d  Populace,  in  whofe  Inhumanity  what  feems  fartheft 
from  Decency  and  Reafon  carries  the  the  greateft  Face  of  Proba- 
bility. But  the  Truth  of  the  Matter  is,  that  the  Rebels  re- 
ceiv’d the  Corps  with  Reverence  3 fhewing,  both  in  the  adorn- 
ing it,  and  in  the  Funeral  Pomp,  that  they  were  concern’d  at 
1 his 
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his  difaftrous  Death,  and  look’d  upon  it  as  an  Accident  un- 
defign’d  $ or  perhaps,  by  that  exterior  Shew  of  RefpeCt,  they 
thought  either  to  appeafe  or  to  deceive  their  falfe  Deities. 
They  convey’d  him,  the  next  Morning,  with  great  Solemnity 
and  Attendance,  to  the  Mountain  of  Chapultepeque , where  they 
were  accuftom’d  to  perform  the  Exequies,  and  to  preferve  the 
Afhes  of  their  Kings  5 and  upon  this  Occafion,  the  Outcries 
and  Lamentations  of  the  Multitude  refounded  with  greater 
Force  than  was  cuftomary,  as  they  themfelves  afterwards  ac- 
knowledg’d and  confirm’d,  looking  upon  thofe  Honours  they 
had  (hewn  to  the  Afhes  of  their  deceas’d  Monarch  as  an  Ad  of 
Atonement,  and  a fubftantial  Expiation  of  the  Crime  they  had 
committed. 

There  have  not  wanted  feme  Pens  who  have  done  all  they 
could  to  charge  Corte ^ with  this  Prince’s  Death  5 affirming. 
That  he  order  d him  to  be  kill’d  to  free  himfelf  from  the 
Trouble  he  gave  him  : Nay,  One  of  our  Writers  fays,  That 
it  was  fo  reported,  and  neither  defends  nor  denies  it  5 an  unpar- 
donable NcgleCt,  which  without  being  a convincing  Proof  of 
his  evilDefign,  is  neverthelefs  very  like  Calumny.  Perhaps  the 
Mexicans  might,  fome  Years  afterwards,  affirm  it,  either  to  blacken 
the  Characters  of  the  Spaniards,  and  to  make  them  hated  by 
other  People,  or  to  blot  out  that  Brand  of  Infamy  from  their 
own  Nation  : But  at  that  Time  it  is  certain  that  they  neither 
faid  it,  nor  fo  much  as  imagin’d  any  fuch  Thing  ; nor  ought 
any  Writers  to  give  themfelves  the  Liberty  of  publifhing  fuch  ill- 
grounded  Incoherencies : For  how  was  it  portable  or  confiftenc 
with  Reafon,  that  fo  confiderate  and  vigilant  a Perfon  as  Hernan 
Corte when  he  had  upon  his  Back  the  whole  Power  of  the 
Mexican  Empire,  fhould  once  think  of  parting  with  a Pledge 
in  which  confifted  his  greateft  Security  ? Of  what  Advantage 
could  the  Death  of  a Prince,  who  was  a Friend,  and  fubjeCted, 
be  towards  the  Conqueft  of  a Kingdom,  whofe  Inhabitants 
were  all  up  in  Arms,  and  declar’d  Enemies  ? It  is  a Misfor- 
tune which  generally  attends  all  great  Actions,  to  have  them 
varioufly  reported,  and  an  eafy  Undertaking  for  the  Envious 
to  invent  chimerical  Circumftances,  which  notwithftanding  they 
are  not  fufficient  intirely  to  obfeure  the  Truth,  leave  it  neverthe- 
lefs expos’d  to  Opinion  and  Ignorance,  by  fubmitting  the  elfen- 
tial  Part  of  a Hiftory  to  the  licentious  Credulity  of  the  Vulgar. 
Foreigners  have  given  themfelves  abundance  of  Trouble  in 
endeavouring  to  diferedit  the  ConduCt  of  Corte^  in  this  Expe- 
dition : But  the  many  Proofs  he  has  given  of  his  good  Senfe, 
plead  boldly  in  his  Juftification,  and  clear  him  from  Abfurdities 
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which  are  To  malicioufl.y  laid  to  his  Charge,  if  the  Noblenefs 
of  his  Temper  and  well-known  Generolity  will  not  be  allow  d 
fufficient  to  have  kept  him  from  adting  luch  Atrocities.  Let 
therefore  Envy  remain  cover’d  with  its  own  Gonfufion  3 an 
odious  Vice  without  Pleafure,  a racking  Torment  while  dif- 
fembled,  a deformed  Brand  when  known,  the  Glory  of  the  In- 
jured and  the  Infamy  of  the  Injurers. 

Motezuma,  as  we  have  elfewhere  obferv’d,  was  a Prince  of 
rare  Talents,  and  excellent  natural  Endowments  3 his  Prelence 
graceful,  agreeable,  and  majeflick  3 of  a quick  Apprehenfion 
and  clear  Underftanding  5 ol  an  acute  Penetration  ; and,  in  a 
Word,  wanted  nothing  but  Improvement  and  acquir’d  Parts. 
His  Valour  advanc’d  him  to  the  higheft  Dignities  in  the  Em- 
pire, and  gave  him  the  firfl  Rank  among  his  own  People,  be- 
fore he  obtain’d  the  Crown,  and  afterwards  among  Strangers 
gain’d  him  the  Reputation  of  being  the  moll  deferving  Prince 
of  his  Time.  His  Genius  and  Inclination  was  compleatly 
Martial  : He  underflood  the  Arts  of  War  3 and  whenever 
there  was  Occalion  to  take  up  Arms,  the  Camp  was  his  Court. 
He  gained  in  Perfon,  and  by  his  own  Dire&ion  Nine  Field 
Battles.  He  conquer’d  feveral  Provinces,  and  greatly  extended 
the  Limits  of  his  Empire  3 quitting  the  Splendors  of  the  Throne 
for  the  Applaufes  of  the  Field,  efteeming  the  General’s  Staff  as 
the  fecureft  Scepter.  He  was  naturally  munificent  and  liberal, 
and  bellow’d  many  great  Favours  without  any  Manner  of  Oflen- 
tation,  looking  on  Gifts  as  due  Debts,  and  placing  Magnificence 
among  the  firfl  Duties  of  a Monarch.  He  was  a Lover  of 
Juftice,  and  watch’d  the  Adminillration  of  his  Miniflers  with  a 
rigid  Severity.  He  was  temperate  in  his  Diet,  and  moderate 
in  his  Ufe  of  Incentives  to  Senfuality.  But  thefe  Virtues,  .as 
well  of  a Man,  as  of  a King,  were  obfeur’d,  or  rather  quite 
loll  among’greater  Vices,  both  of  the  Man,  and  of  the  King: 
His  Temperance  rather  made  him  vicious  than  continent  3 lor 
in  his  Time  the  Tribute  of  Concubines  was  introduc’d,  Beauty 
throughout  his  whole  Realm  being  a Slave  to  his  deprav’d  Ap- 
petite and  diforderly  Lulls,  without  fo  much  as  making  No- 
velty an  Excufe.  Then  his  Juftice  degenerated  to  the  contrary 
Extreme,  and  was  often  confounded  with  Cruelty  5 for  he  us’d 
Chaflifement  like  Revenge  3 doing  that  with  Rage,  which 
might  have  been  juftifiable  had  it  been  done  with  Reafon. 
His  Liberality  occafion’d  greater  Damage  than  it  did  Good  3 
for  he  loaded  his  Kingdoms  with  Impofitions  and  intolerable 
Tributes  3 and  the  abominable  Fruit  of  his  Tyranny  and  Op- 
preffion  was  confum  d by  his  Profufions  and  Extravagance. 
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He  allow’d  no  Medium,  nor  admitted  of  any  DiftinCtion,  be- 
twixt Slavery  and  VafTalage  ; and  placing  his  Policy  in  op- 
prelfing  his  Subjects,  he  was  more  pleas’d  at  the  abjeCt  Slavery 
and  Dread  in  which  he  held  them,  than  at  their  patient  Refig- 
nation  to  his  Will.  Pride  was  his  capital  and  predominant 
Vice.  Whenever  Fortune  favour’d  him  he  attributed  all  to 
his  own  Merit,  having  a better  Opinion  of  himfelf  than  he 
had  of  his  Gods,  notwithftanding  he  had  been  extremely  given 
to  his  own  fuperftitious  Idolatry.  He  was  honour’d,  according 
to  them,  with  frequent  Vifits  from  the  Devil,  who  among 
thofe  wretched  Heathens  appears  in  Vifions,  and  converfes  with 
fuch  of  them  who  are  arriv’d  to  a certain  Degree  in  the  Path 
of  Perdition.  He  voluntarily  fubjected  himfelf  to  Corte con- 
defeending  to  a Confinement  of  fo  long  a Continuance  direCtly 
contrary  to  ail  the  Rules  of  the  Haughtinefs  and  Pride  of  his 
natural  Difpofition.  It  might  reafonably  have  been  doubted 
at  that  Time,  what  was  the  real  Caufe  of  Inch  a Subjection  : 
But  the  very  EfFeCts  of  it  have  fince  difeover’d,  that  God  took 
the  Reins  into  his  own  Hand  on  Purpofe  to  tame  that  Mon- 
fterj  making  his  unufual  Gentlenefs  inftrumental  to  the  firfi:  In- 
troduction of  the  Spaniards , a Beginning  from  whence  after- 
wards refulted  the  Converfion  of  thofe  Heathen  Nations.  He 
left  feveral  Children  ; Two  of  his  Sons,  who  accompany’d  him 
in  his  Confinement,  were  kill’d  by  the  Mexicans , when  Corte ^ 
made  his  Retreat  ; he  had  Two  others,  with  Three  Daughters, 
which  Ladies  were  afterwards  converted  and  marry ’d  with  Spa- 
niards. But  the  molt  remarkable  of  them  all  was  Don  Pedro  dc 
Motezuma , who  was  alfo  loon  after  converted  to  the  Catholick 
Religion,  and  had  that  Name  given  him  at  his  Baptifm.  He 
was  next  Heir  to  his  Father,  his  Mother  being  Princefs  of  the 
Province  of  Tula,  and  one  of  the  Queens  who  refided  in  the 
Imperial  Palace  with  Royal  Dignity  5 which  Princefs  likewile 
followed  her  Son’s  Example,  and  was  baptiz’d  by  the  Name 
of  Donna  Maria  de  Niagua  Sucbil,  keeping  up  in  thofe  Surnames 
the  Nobility  of  their  Anceftors. 

His  Majefty  beftow’d  many  Favours  upon  Don  Pedro , 
giving  him  an  Eftate  and  confiderable  Rents  in  New  Spain, 
with  the  Title  of  Count  de  Motezuma , whofe  legitimate  SuccelFion 
is  ftill  preferv’d  in  the  Counts  of  that  Title,  which  illuftrious 
Family,  by  that  Name  retain’d  the  heroick  Remembrance  of 
their  princely  Original.  Motezuma  reign’d  Seventeen  Years. 
He  was  the  Eleventh  in  the  Number  of  the  Emperors,  and  the 
Second  of  the  Name  of  Motezuma.  To  conclude,  he  died  in 
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his  Blindnefs  amidft  To  many,  and  fo  efficacious  Remedies. 
Such  are  the  Decrees  of  Divine  Providence,  which  tho’  they 
affett  the  Heart,  are  beyond  human  Comprehenfion  ! 

Ml 

G H A P.  XVI. 

The  Mexicans  return  to  hejiege  the  Spanilh  gar- 
ters. C o r f e 7 makes  a Sally.  Gains  a T emple 
where  the  Enemy  was  lodg'd.  Defeats  and  puts 
them  to  Flight.  Does  confider able  Damage  to  the 
City,  with  a Defign  to  terrify  them  in  order  to 
make  his  Retreat. 

URING  the  Three  Days  that  Mote^iom  Jay  ill  of  his 
Wounds,  the  Indians  attempted  nothing  of  any  great 
Confequence,  notwithftanding  they  had  conftantly 
fome  Bodies  of  Men  in  Sight,  and  made  fome  (light 
Attacks  which  were  eafily  repuls’d.  It  might  have  been  thought 
that  this  Intermiffion  proceeded  from  the  Senfe  they  had  of 
their  Crime,  or  from  the  Dread  of  their  Soveraign’s  Indig- 
nation, whom  they  had  offended  in  fo  outrageous  a Manner  ; 
had  it  not  been  afterwards  known  that  this  faint  Profecution  of 
the  War  was  only  becaufe  the  Populace  were  all  in  Confufion 
and  Diforder,  without  Leaders,  the  Nobility  being  all  bufied 
at  the  Inauguration  of  a new  Emperor,  who,  as  was  foon  after 
known,  was  QuitlaVaca , King  of  IzSapalapa,  and  Second  Elector 
of  the  Empire.  This  Prince  furviv’d  his  Coronation  but  a 
few  Days  5 and  upon  Account  of  his  Indolence  and  Want  of 
Application  the  very  Memory  of  his  Name  is  almoft  forgot 
among  the  Indians  of  that  Country. 

The  Mexicans  who  went  out  with  Motezunici s Body,  and  were 
intruded  with  the  Propofals  for  an  Accommodation,  did  not 
return  with  an  Anfwer.  This  Mark  of  Obftinacy,  at  the  Be- 
ginning of  a new  Government,  pointed  out  evil  Confequences 
in  the  Sequel.  Corte ^ was  defirous  of  retreating  with  Reputation, 
and  had  already  concerted  with  his  Officers  and  Soldiers  that 
their  Departure  fhould  be  very  fpeedy,  being  fully  convinc’d, 
that  it  was  abfolutely  necelfary  to  recruit  himfelf  with  frefh 
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Forces,  in  order  to  return  to  Mexico  with  more  Hopes,  and  upon 
a better  Foundation,  the  Conqueft  of  which  he  always  look’d, 
upon  as  a Thing  which  would  certainly  be,,  and  which  he  now 
look’d  upon  as  an  indifpenfible  Obligation  in  him  to  profecute, 
fince  the  Death  of  Motezuma  ; out  of  Refpeft  and  Confederation 
to  whom  he  had  kept  his  Refolutions  within  more  moderate 
Bounds  than  he  now  thought  himfelf  oblig’d  to  do. 

It  was  not  long  before  the  Indians  explain’d  what  they  had 
been  contriving  during  that  Sufpenfion  of  Hoftilities  ; for  the 
next  Morning  after  the  Day  on  which  they  celebrated  the  Fu- 
neral Obfequies  of  Motezuma,  they  renew’d  the  War  upon  a 
better  Footing,  and  with  a greater  Number  of  People.  By 
Break  of  Day  all  the  Streets  thereabouts  were  fill’d,  and  the 
Towers  of  a great  Temple  garrifon’d,  which  was  but  little 
diftant  from  the  Quarters,  and  where  they  could  command 
Part  of  the  Palace  with  their  Slings  and  Arrows : That  was  a 
Poll  which  Conte ^ himfelf  would  have  fortify’d,  had  he  been 
Matter  of  Forces  enough  to  divide  them  j but  he  would  not  be 
guilty  of  the  Error  of  thofe  who  in  order  to  prevent  precarious 
Contingencies,  are  wanting  in  what  immediately  concerns 
them. 

The  Afcent  to  the  upper  Gallery  of  this  Temple  was  by  a 
Hundred  Steps,  upon  the  Pavement  whereof  fome  tolerably 
large  Towers  were  eredted.  In  this  they  had  lodg’d  about  Five 
Hundred  Men,  chofen  out  of  the  Mexican  Nobility  and  were 
fo  fully  bent  upon  maintaining  it,  that  they  had  provided 
themfelves  with  Arms,  Ammunitions,  and  all  other  Ne- 
cetfaries,  for  many  Days. 

Corte ^ found  himfelf  under  an  unavoidable  Obligation  to 
diflodge  the  Enemy  from  this  commanding  Eminence,  the  Ad- 
vantages whereof  once  known  and  improv'd  might  produce 
very  dangerous  Confequences,  and  requir’d  a vigorous  Effort 
towards  a fpeedy  Remedy.  The  better  to  fucceed  in  this  At- 
tempt, without  hazarding  his  Reputation,  he  drew  the  greatefl 
Part  of  his  Garrifon  without  the  Wall,  dividing  them  into  fuch 
Squadrons  as  were  neceffary  to  defend  the  Avenues5  and  hinder 
the  Enemy  from  receiving  Reinforcements.  The  Attack  of 
the  Temple  he  committed  to  the  Conduct  of  Captain  Efcobar , 
with  his  Company,  and  about  a Hundred  more  choice  Spaniards. 
They  began  the  Engagement  by  potteffing  themfelves  of  the 
Mouths  of  all  the  Streets,  and  at  the  fame  Time  Efcobar  made 
his  Attack,  gaining  the  lower  Porch,  and  Part  of  the  Stairs, 
without  Oppofition  ; for  the  Indians  fuffer’d  them  purpofely  to 
advance  fo  far,  that  they  might  have  the  Advantage  of  affaulting 
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them  nearer,  and  when  they  faw  their  Opportunity,  they  lin’d 
the  Rails  of  the  Porch  with  Men,  and  gave  the  Charge  by  let- 
ting  fly  their  Arrows  and  Darts  with  fo  much  Fury,  and  at  the 
fame  Time  in  fuch  good  Order,  that  E/cobar  was  oblig’d  to 
make  a Stand,  and  to  order  the  Fire-Arms  and  Crofs-Bows  to 
play  againft  thofe  who  appear’d  : But  it  was  not  poffible  for  the 
Spaniards  to  withftand  the  fecond  Charge,  which  was  much 
more  furious  ; for  they  had  prepar’d  huge  Stones,  and  prodigious 
large  Beams  which  they  let  tumble  from  the  Top,  which  gain- 
ing Force  by  the  Steepnefs  of  the  Defcent,  forc'd  them  to  give 
back  a Firft,  Second,  and  Third  Time : Some  of  the  Beams 
came  down  half  burn’d,  that  they  might  do  the  greater  Da- 
mage. An  odd  Imitation  of  our  Fire-Arms  ; and  it  is  to  be 
fuppos’d  was  thought  a notable  Contrivance  amongft  their  En- 
gineers. But  however,  the  Spaniards  were  oblig’d  to  break  their 
Ranks  to  avoid  thofe  rude  Salutes  $ and  when  once  they  were 
put  into  Confufion,  the  Retreat  was  unavoidable. 

Cortex  who  with  a Troop  of  Horfe,  was  running  to  all 
Parts  where  they  were  engaging,  faw  this  Difad  vantage  of  his 
People;  and  confulting  only  the  Impulfes  of  his  Valour,  he  de- 
mounted ; and  having  reinforc’d  Ejcobar  with  fome  Tlafcalans  of 
the  Body  of  Referve,  and  thofe  of  his  own  Troop,  he  caus’d 
a Shield  to  be  faften’d  to  his  wounded  Arm,  and  with  Sword 
in  Hand  advanc’d  to  the  Stairs,  with  a Refolution  fo  determin’d, 
that  thofe  who  follow’d  him  being  animated  by  his  generous 
Example,  became  wholly  infenfible  of  the  Danger.  He  hap- 
pily foon  overcame  the  Impediments  which  obftru&cd  the 
Aflault,  gain’d  the  laft  Stair  at  the  firft  Attack,  and  prefcntly 
after  the  Rails  of  the  upper  Gallery,  where  they  came  to  Handy- 
Blows  with  Swords  and. Clubs. 

Thofe  Mexicans  were  all  Nobles ; and  it  foon  appear’d,  by 
the  Defence  they  made,  what  Difference  the  Spur  of  Reputa- 
tion makes  among  Men.  They  fuffer  d themlelves  to  be  cut 
to  Pieces  rather  than  furrender  their  Arms : Some  call  them- 
felves  headlong  from  the  Rails,  perfuaded  that  a voluntary 
Death  was  by  far  the  moft  honourable.  The  Priefts,  and  thole 
who  attended  the  Service  of  the  Temple,  after  calling  upon 
the  Mexicans  x o defend  their  Gods,  died  valiantly  fighting  : And 
in  a.  very  little  Time  Corte^  intirely  gain’d  the  Poft,  with  the 
Slaughter  of!  all  thofe  Mexican  Nobles,  without  lofing  one  Man^ 
or  having  many  wounded. 

The  Attempt. and  Refolution  of  Two  valiant  Indians*,  in  the 
very  Heat  of  the  Engagement,  was  very  remarkable ; and  the 
intrepid  Boldnefs  with  which  they  endeavour’d  to  execute  their 
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Defign,  ought  not  to  be  pafs’d  over  in  Silence.  They  had 
refolv’d  to  Sacrifice  their  Lives  for  the  Benefit  of  their  Country, 
believing  that  they  fhould  finifh  the  War  by  their  Deaths;  and. 
to  this  Purpofe  they  had  both  agreed  to  precipitate  themfelves 
from  the  Rails,  on  that  Side  where  there  were  no  Stairs,  and 
to  carry  Corte ^ along  with  them.  They  flood  together  watch- 
ing an  Opportunity;  and  immediately,  when  they  faw  him 
near  the  Precipice,  they  flung  down  their  Arms,  and  approach’d 
him,  like  Deferters  coming  to  furrender;  and  being  before  him, 
they  bent  their  Knees  in  the  Pofture  of  Suppliants,  w'hen  all  on 
aSuddain  they  feiz’d  him,  and  us’d  their  utmoft  Efforts  to  force 
him  to  the  Precipice ; but  he,  not  without  Difficulty,  broke 
loofe,  and  got  clear  of  them,  when  at  the  fame  Inftant  they 
threw  themlelves  headlong  to  the  Ground,  and  were  crufh’d  to 
Pieces.  Corte ^ remain’d  rather  aftonifh’d  than  mov’d,  yet  was 
fenhble  of  the  imminent  Danger  he  had  been  in,  by  what  he 
faw  was  become  of  his  adventurous  Aggreffors ; but  ftill  he 
was  not  much  difpleas’d  at  their  Boldnefs,  upon  Account  of 
the  Greatnefs  of  the  Attempt. 

Some  Circumftances  occurr’d  in  this  Adlion  at  the  Temple, 
which  made  the  Reduction  therefore  much  eafier  than  it  would 
otherwife  have  been.  The  Indians  were  confounded  and  terrify’d 
to  fee  themfelves  attack’d  by  a greater  Number  than  ordinary, 
and  by  the  Spanifl)  Captain  himfelf,  whom  they  look’d  upon  as 
invincible.  In  the  Defence  of  the  Stairs  they  were  rather  pre- 
cipitate and  confus’d,  than  regularly  diligent;  and  the  Beams 
which  they  call;  down  crofs-ways,  and  wherein  indeed  confifted 
the  beft  Part  of  their  Defence,  were  obferv’d  always  to  fall 
Point  foremoft,  and  fo  pafs’d  on  thro’  the  Affaiiants,  without 
hurting  any  of  them  ; a Thing  which  too  frequently  happen’d 
to  be  look’d  upon  as  barely  calual:  And  there  are  fome  who 
relate  it  as  one  of  thofe  Miracles  which  Divine  Providence 
wrought  in  that  Conqueft.  All  this  might  neverthelefs  be  owing 
to  their  Confufion  : But  however  it  was,  it  is  certain  that  this  one 
Circumftance  very  much  facilitated  the  Succefs  of  that  Attack  ; 
and  conlidering  how  much  is  to  be  attributed  to  God’s  Affift- 
ance  throughout  the  whole  Courfe  of  this  War,  it  will  not  be 
very  much  out  of  the  Way,  for  once,  to  make  the  Wonderful 
and  the  Miraculous  equivocal.  Corte ^ immediately  took  Care  to 
have  convey’d  to  the  Quarters  all  the  Provifions  which  the  In - 
dians  had  depofited  in  the  Store-Rooms  of  the  Temple,  which 
being  in  very  confiderable  Quantities,  prov’d  a welcome  and 
neceffary  Supply  upon  that  Occafion.  He  then  order’d  that 
the  Temple,  the  Towers,  and  fome  Houfes  wffiich  were  con- 
tiguous, 
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tiguous,  fhould  be  fee  on  fire  and  deftroy’d,  that  his  Artillery 
might  command  all  that  Eminence.  The  Management  of  this 
he  committed  to  the  Tlafcaians , who  inftantly  put  it  in  Execu- 
tion ; and  turning  his  Eyes  towards  the  Part,  where  the  reft  of 
his  People  were  engag’d,  he  perceiv’d  that  the  greateft  Force  of 
the  Enemies  was  in  the  Street  of  Tacuba,  where  the  Spaniards 
were  warmly  charg’d,  and  hard  put  to  it  in  defending  that  im- 
portant Avenue  5 upon  which  he  immediately  mounted  his 
Horfe,  and  putting  the  Reins  of  his  Bridle  over  his  wounded 
Arm,  he  took  a Lance  in  the  other  Hand,  and  haften’d  to  their 
Affiftance,  ordering  the  reft  of  the  Horfe  .to  follow  him,  toge- 
ther with  Efcobar , and  thofe  under  his  Command.  The  Caval- 
ry pafs’d  on  before,  breaking  thro’  the  Multitude,  wounding, 
overfetting,  and  trampling  them  under  Foot  on  every  Side, 
without  lofing  one  Stroke,  or  ever  being  forgetful  of  their  own 
Defence.  The  Adtion  was  very  bloody  : For  fuch  of  the  In- 
dians who  withdrew  on  either  Side  to  avoid  the  Shock  of  the 
Cavalry,  fell  in,  already  half  vanquifh’d,  with  the  Infantry, 
who  found  but  little  Difficulty  in  compleating  their  Defeat. 
But  Cortex  fomewhat  inconfiderately,  advanc’d  before  the  reft 
of  his  Troops,  buffering  himfelf  to  be  hurry’d  away  too  im- 
petuoufly  by  the  Fire  which  animated  his  fearlefs  Breaft  5 and 
when  he  began  to  recolledl  himfelf,  and  to  confider  his  Error, 
he  perceiv’d  that  he  could  not  retire,  by  Reafon  that  he  found 
a numerous  Throng  of  the  flying  Enemy  bearing  down  upon 
him,  owing  the  prefent  Danger  his  Life  was  in  to  the  Succefs 
ol  his  own  Troops. 

In  this  perillous  Gircumftance,  he  refolv’d  to  take  another 
s.  Street,  hoping  he  fhould  there  meet  with  lefs  Oppofition  3 and 
in  advancing  a few  Paces,  he  fell  into  a confus'd  Body  of  In- 
dians, who  were  dragging  along  his  intimate  Friend  Andres  de 
Vueroy  whom  they  had  taken  Prifoner  by  the  unhappy  Stum- 
bling of  his  Horfe,  and  who,  to  avoid  being  hack’d  to  Pieces, 
patiently  buffer’d  himfelf  to  be  led  away  to  the  Sacrifice.  Corte ^ 
intrepidly  charg’d  that  diforderly  Convoy,  and  breaking  thro’ 
the  foremoft,  trampled  under  his  Horfe’s  Feet  all  who  flood  in 
his  Way,  infomuch  that  his  Friend  had  an  Opportunity  to  difen- 
gage  himfelf  from  thofe  who  held  him,  and  to  make  Ufe  of  a 
Dagger  or  Poinard  they  had,  thro’  Negligence,  overlook’d  when 
they  difarm’d  him,  with  which  he  made  Way  by  the  Deaths 
of  feveral  of  the  Enemy,  fo  as  to  recover  his  Lance  and  Horfe, 
when  the  Two  Friends  joining,  they  pafs’d  the  Street  on  a 
full  Gallop,  overfetting  whole  Droves  of  their  Oppofers,  till 
they  had  got  fa fe  to  their  Troops.  This  Adtion  Cortez^  always 
3 celebrated, 
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celebrated,  looking  upon  it  as  one  of  the  mod  fortunate  Ad- 
ventures of  his  Life,  by  Reafon  that  an  Opportunity  of  faving 
his  Friend  fhould  fo  luckily  fall  in  his  Way  at  a Juncture  when 
he  was  wholly  dubious  of  his  own  Safety  : But  Fortune,  taking 
the  Word  in  its  true,  proper,  and  Catholick  Signification,  was  fo 
remarkably  favourable  to  him  in  whatfoever  he  took  in  Hand, 
that  his  very  Overfights  and  Inadvertencies  feldom  or  never 
fail’d  of  turning  to  his  Advantage. 

The  Enemy  was  now  retiring  on  every  Side ; but  it  was 
not  thought  by  any  Means  advifable  to  engage  any  farther, 
by  Reafon  it  was  not  poffible  to  follow  the  Chace,  without  lea- 
ving the  Quarters  expos’d.  A Signal  therefore  was  made  for 
the  Retreat  3 and  notwithftanding  they  return’d  very  much  fa- 
tigu’d with  that  tedious  Encounter,  it  was  without  Lofs,  nor 
any  other  Dammage  than  that  of  a few  Soldiers  wounded  5 
which  was  a Circumftance  which  gave  a greater  Relifh  to  their 
Repofe,  the  Thoughts  of  their  cheap  and  fuccefsful  Vidtory 
quickly  making  them  forget  the  Fatigues  they  had  undergone 
in  the  Battle.  This  Day  a confiderable  Number  of  Houfes 
were  confum’d  with  Fire,  and  fuch  a Multitude  of  the  Enemy 
loft  their  Lives,  that  it  was  hop’d  that  they  would  have  been  ter- 
rify’d  from  attempting  any  new  Infults  upon  the  Quarters. 
Some  affirm  this  Sally  to  have  been  made  before  the  Death  of 
Mote^uma  i But  it  was  after,  according  to  the  Relation  given  by 
Corte z himfelf,  whom  we  follow  without  any  farther  Examina- 
tion, this  not  being  a Cafe  in  which  the  exadfc  Time  of  its  hap- 
pening can  be  of  very  great  Importance.  The  Succefs  at  the 
Attack  of  that  Temple  was  chiefly  owing  to  the  General’s  own 
Valour,  for  by  his  Angle  Refolution  and  Example  he  render’d 
fuperable  thofe  Difficulties  which  had  put  all  the  reft:  to  a Stand. 
In  that  A&ion  he  Twice  forgot  of  what  Importance  his  Life 
was  to  the  Caufe,  expofing  his  Perfon  to  the  greateft  Dangers 
with  much  more  Courage  than  Confideration ; an  Excels  of 
Martial  Vigour,  which  notwithftanding  it  was  attended  with 
Succefs,  merits  rather  to  be  admir’d  than  commended. 

The  Mexicans  made  fuch  great  Account  of  that  Exploit  of 
Cortex  in  ftorming  and  deftroying  the  Temple,  that  they  painted 
it  after  their  Manner  3 and  fome  Pieces  afterwards  came  to 
Light,  in  which  the  whole  Adtion  was  fully  reprefented  5 as 
the  attacking  the  Stairs  3 the  Encounter  in  the  upper  Porch  3 
and  laftly  their  Defeat,  and  how  they  abandon’d  the  Poll  to 
their  Enemies  the  Spaniards,  together  with  the  burning  that  Edi- 
fice, the  Towers,  circumjacent  Houfes,  &-c.  without  omitting 
the  minuteft  Circumftance  5 thofe  Pidtures  being,  as  we  may 
4 c fay, 
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fay,  their  Hiftories  and  Chronicles,  which  they  held  in  high 
Veneration,  and  upon  the  Authority  whereof  they  laid  a very 
great  Strefs,  deeming  it  a Crime  little  lefs  than  Sacrilege  to  de- 
ceive or  defraud  Pofterity.  But  in  this  Particular  it  was  very 
obfervable,  that  they  were  not  altogether  free  from  a malicious 
Vanity,  and  introduc’d  fome  additional  Fidtions  of  their  own, 
with  the  View  of  enhancing  the  Glory  of  their  Nation  5 for 
they  reprefented  many  Spaniards  lying  dead,  fome  precipitating 
themfelves,  or  thrown  headlong  down  from  the  Eminence,  and 
others  forely  wounded,  deftroying,  as  may  be  faid,  with  the 
Pencil  thofe  whom  they  were  not  able  to  injure  with  their  Wea- 
pons 5 and  endeavouring  to  palliate  their  Defeat  by  expofing 
their  Lofs  in  fuch  Colours  as  might  make  the  Advantage  their 
Enemies  obtain’d  over  them  appear  like  a dear-bought  Victory  j 
a Want  of  Exadtnefs,  or  rather  of  Sincerity,  from  which  Writers 
are  not  always  free,  amongft  whom  this  Sort  of  Concern,  this 
Partiality,  with  which  they  relate  Fadts  and  PalTages,  and  wreft 
the  intervening  Circumftances  according  to  the  Inclination 
which  biaffes  their  Pens,  is  become  a familiar,  and,  in  a manner, 
habitual  Vice  3 infomuch  that  there  are  few  Hiftories  to  be  met 
with  wherein,  upon  Perufal,  the  Country,  Principles,  and  In- 
clinations of  the  Author  are  not  to  be  difcover’d.  Plutarch,  in 
his  Treatife  of  the  Glory  of  the  Athenians,  finds  no  fmall  Parity, 
or  Affinity,  between  Hiftory  and  Painting  5 as  being  both  the 
One  and  the  Other,  lively  Defcriptions  and  Reprefentations  of 
Things  and  Adtions.  But  this  Refemblance,  Affinity,  or  Simi- 
litude between  the  Pencil  and  the  Pen  is  never  fo  obvious  and 
juft  as  when,  in  Hiftory,  the  Places  where  the  Fadts  were  tranfa- 
dted  are  glofs’d  with  thofe  Kinds  of  artificial  Strokes  which  pafs 
for  Ornaments  to  the  Work,  and  are,  in  Reality,  no  other  than 
the  Perjpehlives  in  Painting,  and  may  be  properly  call'd  the 
Dijlances  of  Truth. 
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CHAP.  XVII. 


The  Mexicans  propofe  Teace  ; hut  with  the  View  of 
difir  effing  the  Spaniards  by  W ant  of  Vrovifions. 
Their  TDiJingenuity  is  difcovefd.  Cortez  holds 
a Confultation  with  his  Officers,  and  it  is  ref  olv d to 
leave  Mexico  that  Night. 

H E Day  following  the  Mexicans  demanded  a Parley, 
to  which  Cortex  confented,  not  without  Hopes  of 
coming  to  fome  reafonable  Terms  of  Accommoda- 
tion. The  General  went  to  hear  their  Propofals  from 
the  Wall  j and  fome  of  the  Nobles  drawing  near,  with  few  At- 
ten  dan ts,  they,  on  the  Part  of  the  new  Emperor,  propos’d, 
fhat  he,  and  all  his  People,  fhould  immediately  prepare  to 
let  out,  and  dired  their  March  to  the  Sea  Side  where  their 
great  Canoes  (fo  they  call  d the  Ships)  were  waiting  for  them  ; 
affuring  him,  That  there  fhould  be  a Celfation  from  all  Ho- 
jtihties  for  as  much  Time  as  was  neceffary  for  him  to  make 
himlelf  ready  for  his  Departure.  Adding,  That  if  he  did 
not  lnltantly  determine  to  come  to  that  Refolution,  he  might 
absolutely  depend  upon  it,  that  both  himfelf  and  all  who 
were  with  him  fhould  inevitably  perifih  ; for  that  they  were 
now  convinc’d  by  Experience  that  the  Spaniards  were  not 
Immortal ; and  that,  tho’  the  Death  of  every  Spaniard  fhould 
co  t them  the  lives  of  Twenty  Thoufand  Men,  there  would 
tt“l  remain  a numerous  Multitude  to  ling  the  conclufive 
Victory.”  Cortex  reply’d,  “ That  the  Spaniards  never  pre- 
lum  d to  fay  or  think  themfelves  to  be  Immortal,  but  valu’d 
themfelves  upon  being  Men  of  more  Valour  and  Refolu- 
tion than  other  Mortals  j and  in  particular  knew  themfelves 
£l  to  be  fo  far  fuperior,  in  every  Refped,  to  their  Nation,  that 
without  any  greater  Force  than  what  he  then  had  with  him, 
he  had  Courage  and  Determination  enough  to  undertake  the’ 
total  Deftru&ion,  not  only  of  their  City,  but  of  the  whole 
Empire  : But  that  being  mov’d  at  the  Calamities  they  had  al- 
ready fulter’d  thro’  their  own  Obftinacy,  he  was  determin’d 
to  depait,  fince  the  Subject  of  his  Embaffy,  and  by  Confe- 
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“ quence,  all  the  Bufinefs  he  had  there  was  at  an  End  by  the 
“ Death  of  the  Great  Mote^uma,  whofe  Bounties  and  Friend- 
“ fhip  had  detain’d  him  at  Mexico , and  that  he  would  put  that 
“ his  Defign  in  Execution,  without  the  lead;  Delay,  as  loon  as 
“ fome  Articles,  which  were  necelTary  for  the  Difpofition  of 
“ his  March,  fhould  be  mutually  agreed  upon.”  The  Deputies 
gave  Signs  of  being  well  fatisfy'd,  and  made  as  if  they  thought 
that  Dilpatch  fufficient,  and  in  Reality  they  defir’d  no  better 
Anfwer : But  there  lay  hid  a Snake  in  the  Grafs  3 thole  Over- 
tures of  Peace  they  had  been  making  being  attended  with  per- 
fidious Views. 

The  new  Emperor  had  call'd  a Council  of  his  Minifters 
and  Grandees  to  debate  upon  Matters  relating  to  the  prefent 
War  3 and  after  feveral  Conferences,  it  was  refolv’d,  That,  to 
avoid  the  great  Damage  they  receiv’d  from  the  Spantfb  Arms, 
the  lamentable  Slaughter  of  their  People,  and  the  Ruin  of  their 
City,  the  beft  Method  would  be  to  keep  them  dole  block'd 
up,  in  order  to  diftrets  them  by  Famine  3 not  that  they  fuppos’d 
the  Spaniards  would  furrender  themfelves,  but  in  order  to  weaketi 
them,  that  when  they  were  difpirited  and  wanted  Strength,  they 
might  attack  them  with  more  Advantage  3 having  invented 
this  new  Way  of  reducing  an  Enemy,  till  then  a Novelty,  and 
utterly  unknown  amongft  their  Stratagems  of  War. 

Their  Defign,  in  fetting  on  Foot  thofe  Overtures  of  Peace, 
was  only  in  order  to  obtain  the  Sufpenfion  of  Arms  they  de- 
fir’d 3 flattering  themfelves,  that  they  might  be  able  to  protraCt 
the  Treaty  with  various  Propofals,  till  the  fmall  Referveof  Pro- 
vifions  they  had  laid  up  in  the  Quarters  was  confum’d  3 to 
which  Purpofe  Orders  were  given  that  all  polfible  Care  fhould 
be  taken  to  hinder  them  from  Relief,  blocking  up,  at  a E)i- 
ftance,  with  Works  and  Bodies  of  Men,  all  the  Ways  by  which 
the  Befieged  might  attempt  to  make  their  Efcape  3 caufing  like- 
wife  the  Paflage  to  the  Caufey,  which  led  towards  the  Road  to 
Vera  Cru thinking  it  no  longer  any  ways  convenient  to  fuffer 
them  to  depart  the  City,  left,  at  this  Jundure,  when  the  Pro- 
vinces were  little  fatisfy’d  with  the  prefent  Government,  they 
might  foment  the  Malecontents  to  a Rebellion,  or  reinforce 
themfelves  by  an  Army  of  Tla/calans. 

Some  of  the  Aflembly  call'd  to  Mind  feveral  Perfons  of  great 
Diftinftion  who  were  Prifoners  in  the  Spanifi  Quarters,  reflect- 
ing upon  what  they  muft  fuffer,  fince,  of  Necelfity  they  would 
perifh  with  Hunger  before  that  Calamity  could  atfeCt  the  Ene- 
my : But  they  were  all  fo  zealous  for  the  publick  Caufe,  chat, 
after  fome  Debates,  they  unanimoufly  voted,  chat  thofe  Pri- 
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Toners  would  be  eternally  happy,  and  did  no  more  than  dif- 
charge  their  Duty,  if  they  facrific’d  their  Lives  for  the  Benefit 
of  their  Country  5 and  it  is  not  unlikely  that  they  far’d  the 
worfe  upon  Account  of  Motezuma  s Three  Sons  who  were  with 
them,  and  whofe  Deaths  would  be  no  ways  unw-elcome  to 
that  Affembly  3 the  eldeft  being  a hopeful  young  Prince,  capa- 
ble of  wearing  the  Crown,  highly  efteem’d  by  the  People,  and 
the  only  Perfon  of  whom  the  new  Emperor  had  Reafon  to  be 
jealous:  A pitiful  Weaknefs  in  fuch  corrupt  and  inconfiderate 
Mimfters,  who,  while  they  make  believe  that  they  are  labour- 
ing for  the  Publick  Good,  are,  under  that  Cloak,  gratifying 
their  own  private  Paffions ! 

But  what  moft  of  all  concern’d  them  in  general,  was  the  Fate 
of  the  Chief  of  their  idolatrous  Sacerdotes,  who  was  likewife  in 
the  fame  Prifon  with  thofe  above-mention’d  3 for  he  was  univer- 
fally  reverenc’d  as  the  Second  Perfon  in  the  Empire,  and  they 
held  it  as  Sacrilege,  and  an  unpardonable  Offence  againft  their 
falfe  Deities  to  fuffer  him  to  perifh.  To  procure  his  Liberty 
they  made  ufe  of  a very  notable  Piece  of  Policy.  The  fame 
Deputies  return’d  again  that  Evening  to  demand  another  Con- 
ference, and  propos'd  on  the  Part  of  their  Soveraign,  “ That 
“ in  order  to  prevent  any  Difputes  which  might  retard  the 
“ Treaty,  it  would  not  be  improper  for  them  to  fend  fome 
“ one  of  their  Mexican  Prifoners  to  the  Emperor  with  fuffi- 
“ cient  Inftru&ions  to  give  an  Account  of  what  was  to  be  ca- 
“ pitulated.’’  This  Propofal,  which  carry’d  with  it  no  ill 
Sound,  nor  was  it  attended  with  any  great  Difficulty,  was  readily 
enough  agreed  to  3 and  the  Deputies  no  fooner  found  it  admitted, 
but  they  artfully  let  drop,  as  by  Way  of  friendly  Advice,  that 
none  would  be  properer  to  be  entrufted  with  that  Negociation 
than  a certain  ancient  Prieft  whom  they  held  confin’d,  becaufe 
he  was  an  intelligent  Perfon,  able  to  explain  all  Points,  and  to 
remove  all  Difficulties  w'hich  might  be  ftarted,  which  fpecious 
and  well-manag’d  Pretext  fuffic’d  for  the  obtaining  what  they 
defir’d  : Not  that  Cortez^  was  ignorant  of  the  artificial  Carelefs- 
nefs  of  the  Propofal  5 but  in  Competition  with  the  great  Im- 
portance it  was  to  the  Common  Caufe  to  found  the  Minds  of 
thofe  People,  he  efteem’d  it  as  a fmall  Matter  to  part  with  a 
Prifoner  who  was  both  troublefome  and  deteftable. 

Soon  after  the  Prieft  was  difmifs’d,  fully  inftru&ed  by  the 
General  in  fome  Demands  eafy  to  be  granted,  as  concerning 
Meafures  for  the  Commodioufnefs  of  their  March,  intending 
afterwards  (in  Cafe  he  return’d)  to  employ  him  farther  as  to 
what  was  to  be  agreed  upon  in  Relation  to  the  laying  down 

their 
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their  Arms,  the  reciprocal  Hoftages,  and  feveral  other  Matters 
of  greater  Conference  : But  it  was  to  no  Manner  ot  Purpofe 
for  them  to  wait  for  his  Return,  for  they  were  very  loon 
undeceiv’d.  The  Centinels  difcover’d  that  the  Enemy  had 
befieg’d,  or  rather  block  d up  the  Quarters  at  a much  greater  Di- 
stance than  they  were  wont  3 that  they  appear’d  more  wary 
and  circumfpedt  than  ordinary,  diligently  calling  up  Trenches 
and  other  Works  to  defend  the  Palfage  of  the  Canals  5 and  that 
they  had  detach’d  fome  Bodies  of  Men  to  the  Lake  who  were 
breaking  down  the  Bridges  of  the  principal  Caufey,  and  cut- 
ting oft  all  Communication  with  the  Road  which  leads  to 
Tlajcala  5 a Proceeding  which  fully  difcover’d  the  Artifice  of 
their  Defigns. 

This  Intelligence  Corte ;>  receiv’d  with  fome  Concern  5 but 
inur’d  to  overcome  greater  Difficulties,  he  re-aflum’d  his  natural 
Calmnefs  • and  upon  his  firft  Reflection,  which  always  pointed 
direCtly  at  the  Remedy,  he  order’d  a Bridge  of  Beams  and 
Planks  to  be  made,  wherewith  to  cover  the  Opening  of  the 
Caufey,  capable  of  bearing  the  Weight  of  the  Artillery,  and 
fo  contriv’d  that  it  might,  without  much  Difficulty,  be  carry ’d 
by  Forty  Men.  And  without  lofing  more  Time  than  what 
was  neceflary  for  the  compleating  of  this  Work,  he  aflembled 
his  Captains  to  confult  with  them  and  to  take  their  Opinion 
concerning  the  Retreat,  whether  it  Should' be  made  by  Day  or 
by  Night.  In  the  propofing  of  this  Point  he  carry’d  himfelf 
with  an  intire  Indifferency,  either  becaufe  he  had  not  yet  come 
to  any  Refolution,  or  becaufe  he  did  not  care  to  charge  himfelf 
with  the  Uncertainty  of  the  Succefs.  Their  Opinions  were 
divided,  fome  being  for  retreating  by  Night,  others  by  Day, 
and  both  Parties  had  their  Reafons  pro  contra. 

Thofe  who  were  of  the  firft  of  thefe  Opinions  faid,  “ That 
“ Valour  and  Prudence  not  being  inconfiftent  with  each  other, 
“ they  ought  to  chufe  the  Way  which  was  raoft  fecure : That 
“ the  Mexicans , whether  out  of  Cuftom,  or  Superftition,  were 
“ always  wont  to  lay  afide  their  Arms  on  the  Night’s  Ap- 
proach 5 and  it  was  to  be  fuppos’d  that  they  would  be 
“ now  lefs  vigilant  than  ordinary  upon  Account  of  the  Nego- 
“ ciation  for  Peace,  which  they  imagin’d  was  carrying  on  and 
“ accepted  on  our  Side  : And  if  their  Intention  was  to  difturb 
u them  in  their  March,  as  the  Preparations  they  were  making 
“ feem’d  to  promife,  it  was  to  be  confider’d  how  much  they 
“ ought  to  dread  an  Engagement  in  the  very  Palfage  of  the 
“ Lake  where  they  could  neither  draw  up  their  Ranks,  nor 
“ make  Ule  of  the  Cavalry,  their  Flanks  all  the  while  expos’d 
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“ to  the  Enemies  Boats,  oblig’d  to  force  their  Way  in  the 
c<  Front,  and  defend  themfelves  in  the  Rear.’’  The  others, 
on  the  contrary,  maintain’d,  “ That  it  was  by  no  Means 
“ practicable  to  begin  a March  by  Night,  with  Baggage  and 
“ Artillery,  by  an  uncertain  Road,  railed  upon  the  Waters, 
“ when  the  Seafon  itfelf,  cloudy  and  rainy  as  it  then  was,  fuffi- 
“ ciently  foretold  the  Succefs  they  might  expeCt  from  fo  ill- 
“ contriv’d  a Refolution.  That  th^.  Attempt  of  moving  an. 
“ Army,  with  all  its  Impediments,  and  with  the  Trouble  of 
“ laying  Bridges  to  make  the  Palfage  free,  was  not  an  Under- 
“ taking  to  be  effected  without  fome  Detention  and  much 
<c  Noife  5 neither  in  War  were  the  merry  Stories  of  an  Enemy’s 
‘c  Negligence  to  be  depended  upon,  it  being  what  one  may 
“ indeed  fometimes  reap  an  Advantage  from,  but  ought  never 
“ to  be  taken  for  granred,  That  the  imaginary  Cuftom  of 
“ the  Mexicans  never  being  in  Arms  by  Night,  which  they 
“ look’d  upon  as  infallible,  notwithftanding  they  had  feen  the 
“ contrary  in  their  fetting  Fire  to  the  Quarters,  and  pofleffing 
“ themfelves  of  the  Temple,  was  not  fufficient  Authority  to 
“ induce  them  to  believe  that  they  had  wholly  abandon’d  the 
“ only  Opportunity  they  ought  to  fecure  5 adding,  That  they 
“ fliould  always  hold  it  far  lefs  inconvenient  to  march  out  at 
“ a Time  when  they  might  fee  the  Dangers  they  had  to  en- 
“ counter,  than  to  make  a Retreat  with  the  Appearances  of  a 
“ Flight,  and  by  fo  doing  to  come  with  little  Credit  and  lefs 
“ Honour,  to  feek  the  Protection  of  their  Confederates,  who 
“ perhaps  might  defpife  their  Friendship,  when  they  had  once 
“ loft  the  Opinion  they  had  conceiv’d  of  their  Valour  5 or  at 
“ leaft  it  would  be  but  very  indifferent  Policy  to  ftand  in  Need 
“ of  Friends,  and  to  apply  to  them  with  a baffled  and  for- 
“ feited  Reputation.” 

However  the  Propofal  of  making  the  Retreat  by  Night  had 
mod  Votes,  and  Corte ^ gave  Way  to  the  Majority  5 probably 
fuffering  himfelf  to  be  prevail’d  with  for  fome  referv’d  and  pri- 
vate Reafon.  They  all  agreed  to  haften  the  March  without 
farther  Delay,  and  in  Conclufion,  refolv'd  that  it  fliould  be  put 
in  Execution  that  very  Night,  in  order  to  avoid  giving  the 
Enemy  Time  to  contrive  new  Meafures  for  obftruCting  the 
Road  of  the  Caufey  with  any  Works,  or  Trenches,  fuch  as 
they  us’d  in  the  Paflage  of  their  Canals.  The  building  of  the 
before-mention’d  portable  Bridge  went  on  vigorouffy;  and 
notwithftanding  it  may  be  believ’d  that  Corte ^ intended  to  have 
made  Two  others,  there  being  Three  Canals  open’d  in  the  Cau- 
fey, they  had  not  fufficient  Time  for  the  Work,  nor  was  it 
3 thought 
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thought  abfolutely  neceffary,  as  fuppofing,  that  they  could  re- 
move the  Bridge  from  one  Canal  to  another  when  the  Army 
had  pafs’d  the  firft  : Suppofitions,  in  which  Men  are  ordinarily 
too  late  made  fenfible  of  the  Difference  there  is  between  Spe- 
culation and  Practice. 

It  is  not  to  be  deny’d  but  that  General  Corte ^ , in  the  Con- 
troverfy  there  was  among  his  Officers  upon  this  Occafion, 
deported  himfelf  with  a more  indifferent  Neutrality,  and 
much  lefs  Activity  than  he  was  accuftom’d  to  do.  It  was 
certain  that  he  came  to  the  Council  fomewhat  inclin’d  to 
the  fame  Opinion  which  had  been  refolv’d  upon,  having 
given  Ear  to  the  vain  Prediction  of  a Sort  of  an  Aftrologer, 
who,  as  he  was  going  in,  advis’d  him  in  myfterious  Terms 
to  march  away  that  very  Night,  for  that  he  fliould  lofe  the 
greateft  Part  of  his  Army  if  he  fuffer’d  a certain  favourable 
Conftellation  to  pafs,  which  was  very  near  terminating  in 
another  AfpeCt,  Unfortunate.  This  Diviner  was  a Spaniard, 
a private  Centinel,  and  call’d  Botello,  chiefly  known  in  the 
Army  by  the  Name  of  the  Necromancer,  to  which  Appel- 
lation he  anfwer’d  without  the  leaft  Concern  5 efteerning  that 
Epithet  as  an  allowing  of  his  Abilities.  As  to  the  reft,  he  was 
an  ignorant  Fellow  without  Learning  or  Principles,  who  migh- 
tily valued  himfelf  upon  penetrating  into  future  Events  $ but 
he  was  neither  fo  foolifhly  ignorant  as  they  who  really  make  a 
Study  of  thofe  Diabolical  Arts,  and  attain  to  a Perfection  in 
them,  nor  fo  innocent  and  blamelefs  as  not  to  make  life  of 
fome  Characters,  Numbers,  Words  or  Charms,  fuch  as  contain 
within  themfelves,  an  abominable  Affinity  and  Stipulation  with 
the  Devil,  the  Inventor.  Corte^  generally  laugh’d  at  his  Progno- 
fticks,  dilpifing  the  Man  for  the  Sake  of  his  Profcffion  5 and 
even  then  heard  him  with  the  like  Contempt  $ but  he  committed 
a Fault  in  liftening  to  him  at  all,  a Fault  which  was  little  lefs 
than  if  he  had  even  confulted  him  j and  when  he  fliould  have 
had  Recourfe  to  his  own  Prudence,  in  order  to  have  chofen  the 
propereft  and  moll  wholefome  Method  of  proceeding,  he  was  , 
influenc’d  by  thofe  very  Prognoftications  which  he  had  fo 
much  defpis’d.  A pernicious  Sort  of  People,  and  dangerous  Ob- 
fervations  which  confiderate  Perfons  ought  always  to  avoid  and 
abhor,  and  more  particularly  thofe  who  command  5 for  at  the 
fame  Time  that  they  are  fenfible  of  the  Vanity  thereof,  they 
fuffer  their  Minds  to  be  prepoffefs’d  with  fomething  which 
inclines  them  either  to  Fear  or  Security , and  when  the  Oc- 
cafion comes  for  refolving  the  Impreffion  which  thofe  Whim- 
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fies  have  made  upon  the  Imagination,  they  revolt  againft 
the  Undemanding,  and  always  in  Tome  Degree  prejudice 


Reafon. 


CHAP.  XVIII. 


The  Spaniards  march  out  privately.  At  the  En- 
trance of  theCaufey  are  dif cover'd  by  the  Indians, 
who  attack  them  with  their  whole  Tower  both  by 
Land  and  JVater ; They  get  clear  at  lafi  with 
great  Difficulty , and  considerable  Lofs , and  reach 
the  Town  of  Tacuba. 

H E very  fame  Evening  the  General  difpatch’d  ano- 
ther Mexican  as  his  EmbalTador  to  the  City,  with  Pre- 
tence of  continuing  the  Treaty  begun  by  the  before- 
mention’d  Prieft  : This  Feint  was  a Thing  which  was 
thought  neceffary  to  amufe  the  Enemy:  The  Inftructions  that 
Mellenger  carry ’d,  were  to  allure  them  of  the  Sincerity  of  their 
Intentions  in  that  Negociation,  and  that  all  Things  fihould  be 
got  ready  for  their  Departure  within  Eight  Days  Time  at 
fartheft.  Corte ^ in  the  mean  while  was  diligently  difpoling 
Matters  for  them  to  begin  their  March,  the  Shortnefs  of  the 
prefix  d Time  making  every  Moment  precious. 

He  diftributed  his  Orders,  and  gave  his  Captains  the  ne- 
cefTary  Inftrudtions  againft  all  Accidents  which  might  happen 
upon  the  March  with  all  imaginable  Precaution.  He  form’d 
his  Van- guard  of  Two  Hundred  Spanifli  Soldiers,  with  the 
choicelt  of  the  Tla/calans , and  about  Twenty  Horfe,  under  the 
Conduct  of  the  Captains  Gonzgdo  de  Sandoval,  Francifco  de  Aze- 
bedo,  Diego  de  Orda 2^,  Francifco  de  Lugo,  and  Andres  de  Tapia.  He 
gave  theCommand  of  the  Rear  Guard,  with  a greater  Num- 
ber both  of  Horfe  and  Foot,  to  Tedro  de  Abarado,  Juan  Velaf- 
queg,  de  Leon,  and  other  Captains  of  thofe  who  came  with 
NarVaeg.  In  the  main  Body,  or  Center,  he  plac’d  the  Pri- 
foners,  Artillery,  and  Baggage  with  the  reft  of  his  Army  , re- 
ferving  with  himfelf,  to  be  employed  as  Neceffity  fhould  re- 
quire, One  Hundred  choice  Men,  with  the  Captains  Abaro 
VaVila,  ChrifioVal  de  Olid,  and  Bernardm  Tafque^de  Tapia.  Things 

thus 
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being  thus  difpos’d,  he  made  a fhort  Speech  to  his  Soldiers, 
laying  before  them  the  Difficulties  and  Dangers  of  the  Under- 
taking : Upon  which  he  inlarg’d  a little  the  more,  becaufe  it 
was  a current  Opinion  among  them,  that  the  Mexicans  never 
engag'd  by  Night,  and  it  was  neceffiary  to  infpire  them  with 
Diftruft,  left  they  fhould  fall  into  an  over-great  Security,  a 
dangerous  flattering  Enemy  in  all  Military  A&ions,  inclining 
the  Mind  to  a certain  Carelefsnefs,  which  feldom  fails  of  produ- 
cing fatal  Confequences 5 whereas  a prudent  Fear  is  always 
wont  to  prevent  a fliameful  one. 

He  next  caus’d  all  the  Gold  and  Silver,  Jewels  and  precious 
Stones,  which  were  in  the  Cuftody  of  CbriJloVal  Je  Gu^nia/ij 
Groom  of  his  Chamber,  to  be  brought  into  his  Apartment ; 
and  out  of  it  he  leparated  the  Fifth  belonging  to  the  King,  in 
thofe  Things  which  were  moft  valuable,  and  leaft  bulky,  of 
which  he  made  a formal  Delivery  to  thofe  Officers  who  had 
Care  of  the  Accounts  and  Provifions  of  the  Army  ; giving  a 
Mare  of  his  own,  and  fome  wounded  Horfes  for  the  Carriage 
thereof,  in  order  to  fpare  the  Indians  who  might  be,  in  other  Re- 
fpe&s,  ferviceable  upon  that  Occafion.  The  Remainder,  ac- 
cording to  what  Computation  could  be  made,  amounted  to 
the  Value  of  upwards  of  Seven  Hundred  Thoufand  Pieces  ol 
Eight,  all  which  Wealth  he  left  with  little  or  no  Relu&ancy, 
protefting  publickly,  “ That  it  was  no  Time  to  be  embarafs’d } 
“ and  that  it  would  be  a Shame  to  employ  thofe  Hands  fo  un- 
<c  worthily  which  ought  to  be  left  free  for  the  Defence  of  Life, 
“ and  Reputation.”  But  finding  the  Soldiers  not  fo  well  con- 
tented with  this  inexcufable  Lofs,  he  added,  as  he  was  going 
away  5 “ That  they  ought  not  to  look  upon  their  Retreat  from 
“ thence  as  an  intire  abandoning  of  that  acquir’d  Treafure, 
« and  their  main  Defign,  but  as  a neceffiary  and  indifpenfable 
“ Difpofition  in  order  to  return  to  that  Enterprize  with  a 
“ greater  Force,  after  the  fame  Manner  as  a Man  draws  back  his 
tC  Arm  in  order  to  give  the  greater  Blow.”  And  withal  gave 
them  to  underftand,  that  he  fhould  not  think  it  a mighty  Crime 
in  them  to  take  away  as  much  of  that  Wealth  as  they  conve- 
niently could  5 which  was  the  very  fame  Thing  in  Effc<ft,  as 
to  leave  Moderation  to  the  Difcretion  of  Avarice  ; Neverthe- 
lefs  the  greateft  Part  of  them,  notwithftanding  they  faw  this 
abandon’d  Treafure  in  their  Power,  took  Care  to  go  light  and 
ready  for  whatever  might  offer,  tho’  indeed  there  were 
fome  and  particularly  thofe  who  came  with  NarVae^,  who 
gave  themfelves  up-to  Pillage,  without  the  leaft  Confideration, 
finding  Fault  with  the  Narrownefs  of  their  Knap-Sacks,  and 
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the  fmall  Depth  of  their  Pockets,  loading  their  Shoulders  be- 
yond what  they  were  well  able  to  bear  3 a Liberty  in  which, 
to  Appearance,  all  the  Military  Care  and  Circumfpe&ion  of 
Cortez  were  afleep : For  he  could  not  poffibly  be  ignorant,  that 
Gold  to  a Soldier  is  not  only  an  outward  Embarrafment  when 
there  is  Occafion  to  engage,  but  likewife  an  Impediment,  which 
never  fails  of  difturbing  the  Mind  : It  being  much  eafier  for 
thofe  who  have  not  a very  great  Regard  for  their  Duty,  to  part 
with  their  Honour  than  with  their  Prize. 

We  have  no  other  Excufe  to  make  for  him,  but  that 
he  was  perfuaded  that  he  fhould  be  able  to  execute  his 
March  without  meeting  with  any  Oppofition  3 and  if  this 
Security,  which  does  not  feem  to  have  been  his  natural  Difpo- 
fition,  had  any  Relation  to  the  Prediction  of  the  Aftrologer, 
after  firft  acknowledging  the  Error  he  was  guilty  of  in  hearken- 
ing to  him,  this  mull  not  be  look’d  upon  as  a Second  Error, 
but  as  an  Inconvenience  attending  the  Firft. 

It  was  little  lefs  than  Midnight  when  they  march’d  out  of 
their  Quarters,  without  the  Centinels  or  advanc’d  Guards  find- 
ing any  Thing  to  give  them  the  leaft  Sufpicion  : And  notwith- 
ftanding  both  the  Wetnefs  of  the  Weather,  and  the  Darknefs  of 
the  Night  favour’d  their  Intention  of  marching  cautioufly,  and 
free  them  from  any  Jealoufy  of  the  Enemy’s  continuing  Abroad 
in  their  Works,  they  fo  punctually  obferv’d  Silence  and  Circum- 
fpeCtion,  that  Fear  itfelf  could  not  have  wrought  what  Obedience 
and  Difcipline  did  in  thofe  Soldiers.  The  portable  Bridge 
went  along  with  the  Vanguard,  and  thofe  who  had  the  Charge 
of  it,  lay’d  it  over  the  firft  Canal  3 but  the  Weight  of  the  Horle 
and  the  Artillery  made  it  ftick  fo  faft  in  the  Stones  which  fup- 
ported  it,  that  they  were  by  no  Means  able  to  remove  it  to  the 
other  Canals,  as  they  had  defign’d  5 nor  had  they  indeed  an 
Opportunity  to  do  it  3 for  before  the  Army  had  all  pafs’d  the 
firft  Breach  of  the  Caufey,  they  were  oblig’d  to  take  to  their 
Arms  with  the  greateft  Precipitation,  being  aflaulted  on  every 
Side  when  they  leaft  of  all  fufpe&ed  any  fuch  Matter.  The  Sub- 
tilty  with  which  thofe  ’Barbarians  difpos’d  their  Enterprize  was 
very  worthy  of  Admiration.  They  obferv’d  with  a vigilant 
Diffimulation  the  Motions  of  their  Enemies.  They  aflembled 
and  diftributed  without  Noife  the  unmanageable  Multitude  of 
their  Troops.  They  took  Advantage  of  the  Silence  and  Dark- 
nefs of  the  Night  to  compafs  their  Intention  of  drawing  near 
without  being  difcover’d.  They  cover’d  the  whole  Length  of 
the  Lake  on  each  Side  of  the  Caufey  with  arm’d  Canoas  3 be- 
ginning the  Attack  with  fo  little  Confufion  and  fuch  good 
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Order,  that  the  Spaniards  heard  their  Shouts,  and  the  warlike 
Sound  of  their  Shells,  almoft  at  the  fame  Time  that  they  felt 
the  Sharpnefs  of  their  Arrows. 

Corte^  and  his  whole  Army  had  undoubtedly  been  deftroy’d, 
if  the  Indians  had  obferv’d  the  fame  good  Order  in  the  Heat  of  the 
Engagement  as  they  did  in  the  Beginning  of  the  Attack  : But  to 
them  Moderation  and  Difcipline  were  fuch  a Conftraint,  that  when 
once  they  began  to  be  enrag’d,  Obedience  ceas’d,  and  Cuftom 
prevail’d,  charging  in  Heaps  upon  that  Part  where  they  perceiv’d 
the  Bulk  of  the  Army  5 prefling  upon  each  other  after  fuch  a 
Manner,  that  their  Canoas  were  hro.ke  to  Pieces  by  finking  upon 
the  Caufey  ; and  the  rude  Shocks  of  thofe  who  were  furioully 
endeavouring  to  advance,  prov’d,  as  we  may  exprefs  it,  a Second 
Rock  upon  which  they  fplit.  The  Spaniards  made  terrible  De- 
ftru&ion  among  that  naked  and  diforderly  Multitude,  but  they 
had  not  Strength  fufficient  to  hold  out  fuch  inceflant  Ufage 
of  their  Swords  and  Spears  : Nor  was  it  long  before  they  found 
themfelves  likewife  attack’d  in  Front,  and  were  oblig’d  to  turn 
their  Faces  towards  that  Part  where  the  Danger  grew  mod  pref- 
fing  5 for  the  Indians  who  were  at  a Didance,  or  who  could  not 
bear  the  Tedioufnefs  of  their  Oars,  flung  themfelves  into  the 
Water,  and  with  their  accuftomary  Fury  and  Confufion,  climb’d 
up  and  got  upon  the  Caufey  in  fuch  Numbers,  that  they 
throng’d  one  another  fo  that  they  were  not  able  to  make  Ufe 
of  their  Arms,  which  new  Piece  of  Temerity  had,  upon  this 
Occafion,  the  Circumftances  of  a Relief 5 for  they  were  eafily 
routed,  and  all  of  them  in  a Manner  being  kill’d,  their  Bodies 
were  fufficient  to  fill  up  the  Canal,  with  no  other  Trouble  than 
the  flinging  them  in,  where  they  ferv’d  to  fupply  the  Want  of  a 
Bridge  for  the  Army  to  pafs  over.  After  this  Manner  fomc  ofour 
Writers  relate  it  5 tho’  others  fay,  That  they  luckily  found  a Beam 
of  fufficient  Breadth,  which  the  Enemy  had  left  whole  in  the 
Second  Bridge,  on  which  the  Soldiers  pafs’dover  in  Files,  guiding 
the  Horfes  thro’  the  Water  by  the  Bridles.  After  what  Man- 
ner foever  it  happen’d,  for  it  is  not  eafy  to  reconcile  thefe  dif- 
ferent Accounts,  nor  indeed  do  all  of  them  deferve  Reflexion, 
they  overcame  the  Difficulty  of  this  Pafs  by  their  indefatigable 
Induftry  and  Perfeverance,  and  the  Vanguard  profecuted 
their  March  without  being  much  retarded  by  the  lart  Canal  j 
for  the  Water  being  fhallower  by  the  Neighbourhood  of  the 
Shore,  they  could  eafily  wade  thro’  the  Remainder  of  the  Lake  5 
efteeming  it  as  a particular  Piece  of  good  Fortune,  that  the  Ene- 
my, out  of  fuch  Multitudes  of  People  as  they  had  to  fpare, 
had  not  fent  any  Troops  to  the  other  Side  5 for  that  would  have 
2 occafion’d 
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occafion’d  a new,  and  far  more  dangerous  Difpute  for  thofe 
who  were  making  to  the  Shore  wounded,  and  half  fpent 
with  the  Water  above  their  Middle  : But  this  came  not  within 
the  Compafs  of  their  Confideration,  neither,  probably,  did 
they  difcover  the  Army’s  March  till  it  was  too  late5  or  what 
may  be  mod  likely,  their  Confufion  and  Diforder  was  fo 
great,  that  they  did  not  immediately  refolve  upon  oppofing  the 
Retreat. 

Corte^  pafs’d  with  the  fird  Body  of  his  People,  and  ordering 
Juande  Xaramillo  to  take  Care  to  form  them  as  fad  as  they  ar- 
riv’d, he  return’d  without  Delay  to  the  Caufey,  with  the  Cap- 
tains Gon^alo  de  Sandoval,  ChriJloVal' de  Olid,  Alonfo  'Davila,  Fran- 
cifco  de  Morla,  and  Gonzalo  Domingue^  He  enter’d  into  the  En- 
gagement, animating  thofe  who  fought,  as  well  by  his  Prefence 
as  by  his  Example  : He  reinforc’d  his  Troops  with  as  many 
Soldiers  as  he  thought  neceflary  to  dop  the  Enemy,  by  lining 
Two  Avenues  of  the  Caufey,  and  order’d  the  red  to  file  oif 
from  the  Center,  caufing  the  Artillery  to  be  thrown  into  the 
Water  to  free  the  Palfage,  and  facilitate  the  March.  His  Valour 
did  very  much  in  this  Difpute  ; but  what  his  Mind  differ’d 
was  much  more,  when  in  the  Midd  of  this  frightful  Obfcurity 
he  heard  the  Voices  of  Spaniards  calling  upon  God  in  the  lad 
Moments  of  their  Life,  whofe  Lamentations  confufedly  mix’d 
with  the  Shouts  and  Threats  of  the  Indians,  caus’d  another  ter- 
rible Conflict  in  his  Bread  between  the  Impulfes  of  Anger  and 
the  Motions  of  Pity  and  Compaffion. 

Thefe  melancholy  Sounds  came  from  the  Part  which  w;as 
next  the  City,  where  it  was  wholly  impracticable  to  think  of 
giving  them  any  Relief,  by  Reafon  the  Enemies,  who  were 
rowing  up  and  down  upon  the  Lake,  had  taken  Care  to  dedroy 
the  Bridge  which  Corte ^ had  caus’d  to  be  laid  acrofs  the  Canal 
before  the  Rear-Guard  had  all  pafs’d,  and  there  it  was  the  Spa- 
niards differ'd  mod  for  the  chief  Body  of  the  Mexicans  clos’d 
with  them,  obliging  them  to  retreat  to  the  Caufey,  cutting  in 
Pieces  all  the  hindermod  and  lead  circumfpeCt,  w’ho,  for  the 
mod  Part,  were  of  the  Number  of  thofe  who  were  wanting  in 
their  Duty,  and  had  evaded  entering  into  the  Fight  for  the  lake 
of  the  Gold  which  they  had  brought  from  the  Quarters.  Thefe 
died  ignominioufiy,  hugging  and  embracing  the  miferable  Load 
which  made  them  Cowards  in  the  Engagement,  and  tardy  in 
their  Flight,  not  only  lofing  their  own  worthlefs  Lives,  but  ble- 
mifhing  the  Character  of  their  Nation,  and  bringing  an  unjud 
Reflection  upon  the  whole  Expedition,  for  they  pafs’d  in  the 
Account  of  the  Dead,  as  Men  who  had  fold  their  Lives  at  a 
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dearer  Rate,  whereas  in  Equity  and  Reafon  Cowards  ought  not 
to  be  counted  in  the  Number  of  the  Conquer’d. 

Cortez,  at  laft  retir’d  with  all  he  could  pick  up  ol  the  Rear- 
Guard,  and  as  he  was  penetrating  thro’  the  Second  Space  of  the 
Caufey,  with  little  or  no  Oppofition,  he  was  join'd  by  [ Pedro  de 
Alvarado,  who  ow’d  his  Life  to  little  lefs  than  a down-right 
Miracle  of  Activity  and  Refolution  : For  having  found  himielf 
clofely  befet  on  every  Side,  his  Horfe  kill’d  under  him,  and  one 
of  the  Canals  ftill  before  him  in  his  Way,  he  fix’d  his  Lance, 
or  Spear,  in  the  Bottom  of  the  Lake,  and  forcibly  railing  his 
Body  by  a notable  Spring  of  his  Feet,  poizing  and  fupporting 
his  Weight  in  the  Air  by  the  Strength  of  his  Arms,  with  a de- 
fperate  Leap  caff  himfelf  on  the  other  Side  : A lurprizingly 
bold  Action,  and  which  has  fince  been  look'd  upon  as  fonre- 
thing  furpaffing  Nature  ; and  Alvarado  himfelf,  when  he  after- 
wards reflected  upon  the  enormous  Dillance,  and  the  Succels 
he  had  met  with  in  the  Attempt,  eafily  became  fenfible  of  the 
Difproportion  there  was  between  the  Fadt  itfelf  and  the  Feafibi- 
lity  of  performing  it.  Bernal  Diaz^del  Cajlillo,  in  his  Hiftory,  feems 
to  doubt  of  the  Truth  of  this  unaccountable  Leap,  making  no 
Scruple  of  treating  it  as  a mere  Fidtion,  and  indeed  adtually 
contradidfs  the  whole,  tho’  he  does  not  exprefs  himfelf  after  a 
very  regular  Manner;  for  at  firft  he  (lightly  paffes  over  this  Cir- 
cumftance,  and  anon  returns  to  it  again,  with  the  Diffidence  of 
one  who  is  afraid  of  being  in  the  wrong,  and  at  the  fame  Time 
repents  his  having  given  into  the  Belief  of  it  with  too  much 
Facility.  But  in  our  Opinion  it  is  fcarce  reafonable,  or  even 
probable,  that,  upon  this  Occafion,  Alvarado  fhould  feign  fuch 
a ftrange  Sort  of  a Story,  and  father  upon  himfelf  an  Action 
which,  if  ever  fo  much  taken  for  granted,  would  at  the  bed  only 
give  an  Opinion  of  his  Agility,  but  could  add  no  Manner  of 
Reputation  to  his  Valour.  As  for  our  Parts,  we  relate  no  move 
than  what  has  been  credited  and  affirm’d  by  Writers,  and  au- 
thoriz’d by  Tradition,  that  Place  being  ftill  known  under  the 
Denomination  of  El  Salto  de  Alvarado,  or  Alvarado  s Leap  ; nor 
do  we  find  any  mighty  great  Difficulty  in  believing  that,  upon 
this  Occafion,  as  in  feveral  others,  it  might  poffibly  be  true  tho’ 
fomewhat  improbable  : And  confidering  the  Extremity  to  which 
(Pedro  de  Alvarado  then  found  himfelf  reduc’d,  it  appears  lefs  won- 
derful, as  being  not  fo  much  an  Adtion  abfolutely  beyond  the 
Power  of  a Man  to  perform,  as  an  extraordinary  Effort  of  a 
Perfon  driven  to  the  laft  Neceffity. 
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CHAP.  XIX. 


Cortez  marches  the  Road  towards  TIafcala. 
Some  Troops  from  the  circumjacent  Towns  follow 
the  Army  at  a D/Jlance , till  being  joind  by  the 
Mexicans,  who  likewife  purfue  him , they  attack 
his  Rear , and  oblige  him  to  take  Refuge  in  a 
Temple. 

H E Army  gain’d  the  firm  Land  with  the  firft  Ap- 
pearance of  the  Day,  and  halted  near  Tacuba,  not  with- 
out fome  Jealoufy  of  that  Town,  which  was  very  po- 
pulous, and  a Friend  to  the  Mexicans  3 but  they  took 
Care  not  immediately  to  quit  the  Neighbourhood  of  the  Lake, 
that  they  might  give  Time  to  thofe  who  could  efcape  from 
the  Battle  to  fave  themfelves : Nor  was  that  Preceding  unne- 
ceffary  3 for  feveral  Spaniards  and  Tlafcalans  found  the  Advan- 
tage of  that  Stop,  who  by  their  Valour  and  good  Management: 
got  off  by  fwirhming  to  the  Shore,  where  they  hid  themfelves 
in  the  Fields  of  Mai^  thereabouts  till  the  Morning. 

Thefe  gave  the  General  an  Account  that  the  laft  Divifion  of 
the  Rear-Guard  was  intirely  cut  oft,  and  Corte ^ having  drawn 
up  his  Troops,  fotind  that  he  had  loft  about  Two  Hundred 
Spaniards , more  than  One  Thoufand  Tlafcalans,  Forty  Six  Horfes, 
and  all  the  Mexican  Priforters,  which  laft,  without  being  able 
to  make  themfelves  known  in  the  Confufion  of  the  Night, 
were  treated  as  Enemies  by  thofe  of  their  own  Nation.  The 
Spaniards  were  fatigu’d  and  difeourag’d,  their  Numbers  dimi- 
nilli  d,  and  the  Artillery  all  loft,  expecting  every  Moment  to  be 
attack’d,  and  the  Place  of  their  Retreat  far  off  3 and  among  fo 
many  Motives  of  Concern,  their  Misfortune  receiv’d  a greater 
Addition  by  the  Lofs  of  fome  principal  Captains,  in  which 
Number  thofe  of  the  greateft  Note  were,  Amador  de  Lare Fran - 
eifeo  de  Moth , and  Francifco  de  Salcech,  who  loft  their  Lives,  dif- 
charging  their  Duties  with  extraordinary  Valour.  Juan  Telafque ^ 
de  Leon,  who  retreated  in  the  very  laft  of  the  Rear-Guard,  like- 
wife loft  his  Life  opprefs’d  by  Multitudes,  fhewing  an  invin- 
cible Courage  even  to  his  lateft  Gafp  : A Lofs  which  was  gene- 
rally lamented  3 for  all  Men  relpe&ed  him,  as  the  Second  Per- 
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fon  in  the  Army.  He  was  an  Officer  of  very  great  Ule,  as 
well  for  his  Advice  as  for  his  Readinefs  to  execute.  His  Tem- 
per was  fomewhat  referv’d,  but  Heady  in  all  his  Actions  3 grave 
without  being  difagreeable,  formal,  or  precisely  tedious  5 on  all 
Occafions  a drift  Lover  of  Truth,  and  had  a Mind  fo  noble  and 
generous,  that  he  followed  Corte^  and  forlook  his  Kinfman  Diego 
Velafque merely  becaufe  he  look’d  upon  the  Proceedings  of 
the  one  too  rafh  and  unreafonable,  and  found  thole  of  the  other 
to  be  juft  and  honourable.  He  died  with  the  Character  of  a 
perfon  very  neceftary  in  this  Conqueft,  much  mifs’d,  often  re- 
member’d, and  univerfally  regretted. 

Corte ^ fat  down  upon  a Stone  to  reft  himfelf  a little,  while 
his  Captains  were  putting  the  Troops  in  Order,-  and  difpofing 
them  to  profecute  their  March.  He  found  himfelf  fo  opprefs’d 
with  inward  Concern,  that  he  never  more  than  now  flood  in 
Need  of  all  his  Magnanimity  and  Refolution  to  temper  his 
Grief,  and  fuit  it  to  the  prefent  Pofture  of  Affairs.  He  furh- 
mon’d  up,  and  endeavour’d  to  fupport  himfelf  with  his  innate 
Conftancy,  begging  a Truce  of  his  melancholy  Reflections : But 
at  the  fame  Time  that  he  gave  his  Orders,  animated  his  People, 
and  exerted  himfelf  with  his  wonted  Alacrity  and  peculiar  Vi- 
vacity, his  Eyes  let  fall  Tears,  which  he  was  no  more  able  to 
retain  than  he  was  able  to  conceal  them  from  thofe  who  were 
about  him  3 a manly  Weaknefs,  which,  as  it  feelingly  exprefs’d 
a tender  Concern  for  the  common  Caufe,  could  not  be  laid  to 
caft  any  manner  of  Blemifh  upon  his  Charafter.  It  mull 
certainly  have  been  an  Object  well  worth  feeing,  to  behold  that 
renowned  Leader  fo  fenfibly  touch’d,  without  the  leaft  Abate- 
ment or  Slackening  of  his  undaunted  Refolution,  and  his 
Countenance  all  bath’d  in  Tears  without  lofing  any  Part  of  the 
Air  of  a Conqueror. 

He  inquir’d  for  the  Aftrologer,  whether  in  order  to  repri- 
mand him  for  the  Part  he  had  in  haftening  the  March,  or  to 
divert  his  Melancholy  by  rallying  him  upon  his  Science  3 but  he 
was  told  that  he  was  kill’d  in  the  firft  Affault  of  the  Caufey,  it 
happening  to  that  Wretch  after  the  fame  Manner  as  we  ordina- 
rily fee  verify ’d  in  thofe  of  his  Profeffion  : We  fpeak  not  of 
thofe  who  really  underftand  the  Foundation  of  that  Art,  ma- 
king Ufe  of  the  fame  by  the  Rules  of  Reafon  5 but  of  thofe  who 
take  upon  them  to  judge  and  foretel  what  is  to  come : A Sett 
of  Men,  who,  for  the  Generality  live  wretchedly  and  die  mi- 
ferably  3 ever  follicitous  about  other  People’s  Happinefs,  and 
always  unhappy  themfelves  5 infomuch,  that  one  of  the  Claf- 
lick  Authors  takes  upon  him  to  fay,  That  the  Very  Inclination 
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to  a 'Vain  ObferVation  of  the  Stars,  is  a fuff  dent  Argument  to  induce 
one  to  believe  that  the  Perfon  who  has  that  Curiofity  was  born  under  an 
evil  planet. 

But  in  the  Midft  of  thefe  Misfortunes,  it  was  no  fmall  Con- 
folation  to  Hernan  Corte ^ and  the  whole  Army,  that  Donna  Ma- 
nna and  Geronimo  de  Aguilar  had  found  Means  to  efcape  from 
the  Battle,  in  the  terrible  Confufion  of  that  Night,  they  being 
the  principal  Inflruments  of  that  Conquefl,  and  no  lefs  necef- 
fary  at  that  Time  than  they  had  been  before  3 for  without  them 
it  was  altogether  impoflible  to  flir  up  and  engage  the  Minds  of 
the  Nations  they  were  going  to  feek  : Nor  was  it  lefs  happy, 
that  the  Mexicans  gave  over  following  the  Chace  5 for  they  gave 
Time  to  the  Spaniards  to  breathe  after  their  Fatigue,  and  the 
Horfe  had  Leifure  to  march  with  the  difabled  Men  behind 
them  3 and  the  Army  likewife  after  a lefs  hafly  Manner.  This 
Stop  of  theirs  proceeded  from  an  unthought-of  Accident,  which 
may  be  attributed  to  the  Providence  of  God.  The  Sons  of 
Mote^uma,  who  had  attended  their  Father  during  his  Continu- 
ance in  the  Quarters,  together  with  all  the  Mexican  Prifoners 
who  were  left  under  Convoy  along  with  the  Baggage,  were  un- 
fortunately kill’d  by  the  Enemy  5 and  in  the  Morning  when 
the  Indians , allur’d  by  the  Spoils  of  the  Dead,  beheld,  pierc’d 
thro’  with  their  own  Arrows,  the  Bodies  of  thofe  unhappy 
Princes,  whom  they  reverenc’d  with  that  fame  Kind  of  Ado- 
ration they  once  did  their  deceafed  Father  3 when  they  beheld, 

I fay,  that  mortifying  Objed,  they  flood  amaz’d,  flupify’d’ 
and  confounded,  without  daring  to  pronounce  the  Caufe  of 
their  Aflonifhment.  Thofe  who  firft  faw  it  drew  back  that 
others  might  approach,  and  all  in  general  were  abfolutely  mute, 
expreffing  their  Surprize  by  Silence.  However,  it  was  not  long’ 
before  ^the  News  was  carry’d  thro’  the  Troops,  and  they  were 
all  feiz  d with  Fear  and  Amazement  3 the  life  of  their  Senfes 
and  Faculties  being  for  fome  time  fufpended,  with  that  Kind  of 
fudden  Terror,  which  the  Ancients  call’d  Panic h Fear.  The 
Mexican  Chiefs  refolv’d  to  fend  an  Account  of  this  Accident  to 
the  new  Emperor  3 and  he,  who  was  forc’d  to  affed  a Con- 
cern out  of  Compliance  with  thofe  who  iincerely  exprefs’d 
theirs  without  feigning,  commanded  the  Army  to  halt ; begin- 
ning the  Ceremony  of  the  Funeral  Outcries  and  Lamentatfons 
which  us’d  to  precede  the  Obfequies,  whilft  the  Priefls,  follow’d 
by  all  who  had  remain’d  in  the  City,  came  to  receive  the  Royal 
Bodies,  in  order  to  condud  them  to  the  Burying-place  of  their 
Anceilois.  It  was  to  the  Death  of  thofe  Two  Princes  that  the 
Spaniards  were  indebted  for  the  firft  Recovery  from  their  Con- 
fufion, 


Book  IV.  of  Mexico,  or  N e w Spain.  241 

fufion,  ahd  that  ieafonable  Relpite  : But  they  lamented  their 
untimely  Fate  as  one  of  the  greateft  Lofies  that  could  have 
befallen  them,  and  particularly  Corte who,  in  thofe  Princes, 
lov  d and  refpe£fed  the  Memory  of  their  Father,  and  Part  of 
his  Hopes  had  founded  in  the  Right  of  the  Elder. 

Corte ^ in  the  mean  while  directed  his  March  towards  Tlaftala , 
with  Guides  of  that  Nation,  his  Army  continually  in  Battle 
Array,  as  not  being  without  Sufpicion  of  the  Enemy’s  Delay  - 
fince  upon  fuch  Occafions  Diffidence  and  Fear  is  oftner  attended 
with  Succefs  than  is  a too  confident  Security.  They  were  not 
long  in  that  Uncertainty  before  fome  Bands  of  arm’d  Indians , 
who  follow  d them  in  the  Rear,  without  approaching  within 
Shot.  Thefe  were  the  Inhabitants  of  Tacuba , Efcapuqtko ,• 
and  Tenecuya , whom  the  Mexicans  had  fummon’d  out  to  obferve 
the  Spaniards  on  the  March,  till  fuch  time  as  they  had  difeharg’d 
themlelves  of  their  Duty  towards  the  Sons  of  Mote^uma.  A po- 
litick Contrivance  in  thofe  barbarous  People!  However,  thefe 
were  but  a fmall  Annoyance  to  the  Spaniards  upon  the  Road  - 
for  they  always  kept  at  a Diftance : So  that  they  only  offended 
with  their  fcurrilous  Language  and  Shouts : But  they  continu’d 
this  Kind  of  harmlefs  Hoftility  till  the  whole  Multitude  of 
the  Mexicans  came  up,  at  which  Time  they  all  inflantly  uni- 
ted, and  advancing  with  their  accuftomary  Swiftnefs,  made 
fo  brisk  and  fo  refolute  an  Attack  upon  their  Rear,  that  they 
were  all  obliged  to  face  about  to  repulfe  them.  Corte ^ extended 
his  Front  where  he  pofled  his  Fire-Arms  and  Crofs-Bows,  be- 
ing  oblig’d  to  engage  in  the  open  Field,  without  having  any 
Place  of  Security  to  retire  to.  As  many  of  the  Indians  as 
had  Courage  enough  to  venture  near,  died,  without  any  Dif- 
couragement  to  the  reft.  The  Horfe  fally’d  out  to  skirmifh, 
and  made  a very  great  Slaughter : But  the  Number  of  the  Ene- 
mies continually  increas’d,  and  their  Arrows  and  Slings  did 
confiderable  Dammage  from  afar.  The  Spaniards  were  tir’d 
with  fuch  powerful  Refiftance,  with  fcarce  any  Hopes  of  repul- 
fog  that  enormous  Multitude  5 and  now  their  Valour  began 
to  Uacken  for  Want  of  Strength  3 when  Corte^,  who  behav’d 
himfelf  in  the  Battle  like  a Soldier,  without  forgetting  the  Duty 
of  a General,  obferv  d a certain  rifing  Ground  at  no  great  Di- 
ftance  from  thence,  which  commanded  the  whole  circumjacent 
Plain.  Upon  the  Top  of  that  Eminence  was  a tower’d  Build- 
ing which  appear’d  like  a Fortrefs,  or  at  Ieaft  the  Exigence  in 
which  he  found  himfelf,  made  him  fancy  it  as  fuch.  He  re- 
folv’d  to  polfefs  himfelf  of  this  Poll  for  the  Advantage  of  its 
Situation  3 and  to  that  Purpofe  he  detach’d  a Party  of  Men  to 
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advance  to  reconnoitre,  and  himfelf  foon  after  mov’d  with  the 
Grofs  in  order  to  gain  it,  which  yet  he  did  not  find  could  be 
effected  without  Difficulty,  being  oblig’d  to  face  the  Enemy 
all  the  while  they  were  afcending  the  Hill,  and  to  place  fome 
Companies  of  Harquebufiers  to  defend  the  Avenues  5 but  they 
happily  compafsd  their  Defign,  pofleffing  themfelves  of  the 
Tower  without  Refinance,  and  in  that  found  all  the  Advanta- 
ges which,  at  that  Time,  their  Imagination  could  frame. 

It  was  a Temple  dedicated  to  the  Sylvan  Deities,  or  Idols 
of  the  Woods,  to  which  thofe  ‘Barbarians  recommended  the 
Product  of  their  Harveffs.  The  Prieffs  and  Servants  who  at- 
tended the  abominable  Worfhip  of  that  Place,  had  quitted  it, 
flying  from  the  Neighbourhood  of  War,  as  People  of  a diffe- 
rent Profeffion. 

The  Court  of  this  Temple  was  fufficiently  capacious,  en- 
compafs’d  with  a Wall,  after  their  Manner  of  building,  which, 
together  with  the  Towers  wherewith  it  was  flank’d,  render’d 
it  tolerably  defencible.  Under  the  Shelter  of  thefe  Works, 
which  amongfl:  thofe  People  was  look’d  upon  as  an  inexpug- 
nable Fort  refs,  the  Spaniards  began  to  breathe.  They  lifted  up 
their  Eyes  and  Hearts  towards  Heaven,  receiving  this  timely 
Relief  from  the  imminent  Perils  to  which  they  had  been  ex- 
pos’d, as  an  immediate  Adi  of  Divine  Providence:  Nor  did 
this  pious  Refledtion  ceafe  to  remain  with  them  even  after  the 
Danger  was  all  over  3 for  in  Memory  of  the  fignal  Service  that 
Temple  did  them,  in  affording  them  Shelter  in  an  Exigence 
wherein  they  were  near  being  reduc’d  to  the  laft  Extremity, 
they  eredted  afterwards  in  that  very  Place  a Hermitage,  with, 
the  Invocation  of  the  Blcjjed  Virgin,  which  is  known  to  this  Day 
by  the  Name  of  Nueftra  Sennora  de  los  Bemedios,  where  People 
daily  find  Relief  in  their  Neceffities  ; and  where,  in  the  Devo- 
tion of  the  Faithful,  who  are  Inhabitants  of  thofe  Parts,  may 
be  feen  the  Acknowledgment  and  grateful  Remembrance  they 
retain  of  fo  great  a Benefit. 

The  Enemy  did  not  dare  to  mount  the  Hill,  nor  did  they 
give  any  Signs  of  their  intending  an  Affault : But  they  ap- 
proach’d within  Musket  Shot,  begirting  the  Eminence  on  all 
Parts,  and  made  fome  Advances  to  (hoot  their  Arrows,  wounding, 
for  the  rnofl  Part,  the  Air,  and  fometimes  the  Walls,  as  if  it 
were  to  chaftize  them  for  oppofing  their  Vengeance.  In  the 
mean  Time  nothing  was  to  be  heard  but  barbarous  Shouts 
and  Menaces,  whereby  they  endeavour’d  to  conceal  the  Defedts 
of  their  Valour,  and  which  ferv’d  only  to  difcover  their  Weak- 
nefs.  They  were,  with  little  Trouble,  kept  off  till  the  Evening 
3 began 
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began  to  approach,  at  which  Time  they  all  retir’d,  and  took 
the  Road  towards  Mexico ; whether  it  was  to  comply  with  the 
Obfervation  of  their  Cuftom,  of  retiring  with  the  Sun,  or  that 
they  found  themfelves  tir’d  with  having  been  in  a .Manner  con- 
tinually engag’d  from  Midnight  till  then.  It  was  difeover’d 
from  the  Top  of  the  Towers,  that  they  halted  in  the  Middle 
of  the  Plain,  and  dividing  into  feveral  Bodies,  and  feemingly 
endeavour’d  to  conceal  themfelves,  as  if  they  had  not  given 
fufficient  Evidence  of  their  Intention,  and  publish'd,  by  the  Man- 
ner of  their  Retreat,  that  they  left  the  Difpute  in  Sufpence. 

Corte^  difpos’d  every  Thing  in  his  Quarters  with  all  the  Care 
and  Circumlpedion  that  a Night  fo  unfecure,  and  a Poll  fo 
threaten’d  oblig’d  him.  He  order’d  the  Guards  and  Centinels 
to  be  fooner  reliev’d  than  ordinary,  that  all  might  have  their 
Share  of  Reft.  They  made  fome  Fires,  as  well  becaufe  the 
Coldnefs  of  the  Seafon  requir’d  this  Relief,  as  to  confume  the 
Arrows  of  the  Mexicans}  thereby  to  deprive  the  Enemies  of 
that  Ammunition. 

He  gave  a fmall  Refrefhment  to  the  People  of  the  Provifidns 
found  in  the  Temple,  and  what  the  Indians  had  lav’d  with  the 
Baggage.  Particular  Care  was  taken  oftheCureof  the  Wounded, 
which  was  attended  with  no  fmall  Difficulties  in  a Place  where 
all  Neceffaries  were  wanting  5 but  they  apply’d  fuch  Remedies 
as  the  Place  afforded,  and  which  in  fome  Meafure  fupply’d  the 
Want  of  more  proper  Medicines,  by  affwaging  their  Pain,  and 
the  Horfe-Cloths  ferv’d  for  Lint  and  Bandage. 

Cortezj. 00k  Care  of  all,  but  Hill  without  forgetting  the  Danger 
to  which  he  lay  expos’d  ; and  before  he  would  retire  to  take  the 
leaft  Repofe,  he  affembled  his  Officers  to  confult  with  them  what 
was  to  be  done  in  this  Jundture.  He  had  already  refolv’d  within 
himfelf,  but  he  always  evaded  deciding  in  hazardous  Matters, 
and  he  was  a great  Mailer  at  bringing  People  over  to  refolvefor 
the  bell,  without  fhewing  his  own  Opinion,  or  making  life  of 
his  Authority.  He  then  propos’d  different  Methods  which 
might  be  taken,  with  the  feveral  Inconveniences  attending  them, 
leaving  them  to  judge  between  the  Poftible  and  the  Difficult. 
He  began  by  intimating,  “ That  the  Trouble  in  which  they 
“ had  been  all  that  Evening,  and  the  preceding  Night,  was  not  to 
u be  undergone  the  Second  Time  5 neither  could  they  ever  again 
“ without  apparent  Ralhnefs,  attempt  to  undertake  a March, 
“ fighting  all  the  while  with  an  Army  fo  extremely  fuperior 
“ to  them  in  Number,  oblig’d,  in  fo  indifpenlible  a Manner, 
“ at  one  and  the  fame  Time,  to  employ  both  their  Hands  and 
“ Feet  at  fuch  Difadvantage  : That  to  avoid  being  again  forc’d 
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u to  a Refolution  fo  dangerous  and  accompany’d  with  fo  many 
“ infuperable  Inconveniencies,  he  had  fome  Thoughts  ofat- 
“ tacking  the  Enemy  in  their  Lodgment  under  Favour  of  the 
Cc  Night  5 but  he  was  of  Opinion,  that  it  would  be  but  a fruitlefs 
“ Labour,  fince,  at  the  beft,  they  fhould  only  oblige  the  Multi- 
“ tude  to  difperfe  for  the  prefent,  who  would  not  fail  to  join  again, 
“ from  which  Method  of  theirs  had  proceeded  the  Tedioufnefs 
“ of  that  War : That  he  had  thought  afterwards  of  maintain- 
“ ing  that  Poll,  till  fuch  Time  as  the  Mexicans  fhould  be  tir’d 
“ with  keeping  the  Field  j but  that  the  Want  of  Provifions, 
“ which  they  already  fuffer’d,  likewife  render’d  that  Method 
“ impracticable.”  And  laftly  he  told  them,  (and  this  was  what 
he  had  determin’d  upon,)  “ That  he  had  been  thinking  whether 
“ or  no  it  would  not  be  the  be  ft  Way  to  march  that  fame  Night, 
“ and  get  Two  or  Three  Leagues  from  thence  by  Morning, 
“ that  the  Enemy,  according  to  their  Cuftom,  not  moving 
“ till  Sun-rifing,  they  fhould  have  the  Opportunity  of  gaining 
“ Ground  without  any  farther  Trouble  $ fo  that  in  Cafe  the 
“ Mexicans  fhould  refolve  to  follow  the  Purfuit,  they  would  not 
“ be  able  to  overtake  them  before  they  had  fufficiently  tir’d 
“ themfelves,  and  it  would  be  eafier  to  continue  their  Retreat 
“ with  a lefs  vigorous  Oppofition.  But  confidering  that  the 
“ Troops  were  in  fo  bad  a Condition,  weary ’d  and  near  Ipent, 
“ it  would  be  a Piece  of  unreafonable  Inhumanity  to  put 
“ them,  without  new  Caufe,  upon  the  Fatigue  of  an  unfea- 
“ fonable  March,  in  a dark  Night,  and  uncertain  Road,  not- 
“ withftanding  the  prefent  Exigence  they  were  in,  requir’d  ex- 
“ traordinary  Remedies,  and  a fpeedy  Refolution  5 and  in  a 
“ Cafe  where  nothing  was  fecure,  they  were  to  weigh  the  fe- 
u veral  Difficulties,  and  to  chufe  that  which  was  attended  by 
“ the  feweft  Inconveniencies.’’ 

He  had  fcarce  finifh’d  his  Difcourfe,  when  all  the  Captains 
agreed,  That  no  other  Refolution  was  practicable,  and  that  they 
ran  the  leaft  Hazard  in  refolving  to  proceed  on  their  March 
without  any  further  Delay  than  what  was  abfolutely  neceflary, 
meaning  fome  Hours  of  Reft  to  refrefh  the  People  5 fo  that  the 
March  was  refolv’d  upon  at  Midnight  5 in  which  Corte ^ con- 
form’d himfelf  to  what  was  really  his  own  Opinion,  tho’  he 
treated  it  as  the  Opinion  of  others  : A fubtil  Piece  of  Policy 
which  he  was  accuftomed  to  make  Ufe  of,  in  order  to  prevent 
Difputes  when  the  Affair  was  urgent,  and  admitted  of  no  Delay, 
and  which  only  thofe  can  pradife  who  underftand  the  Art  of 
Deciding  by  asking  Advice,  and  which  is  attain’d  by  leaving  no- 
thing for  others  to  reafon  upon  when  the  Propofal  is  made. 

1 ' " CHAP. 
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CHAP.  XX. 

The  Spaniards  continue  their  Retreat.  They  undergo 
great  Fatigue  and  Difficulties.  The  Army  reaches 
the  V alley  of  Otumba,  where,  in  a pitch'd  Battle , 
the  whole  Bower  of  Mexico  is  utterly  defeated. 

LITTLE  before  the  appointed  Hour  the  Troops 
were  all  ready  affembled,  having  flept  with  Concern, 
and  wak’d  wichout  Difficulty.  The  Order  to  march, 
and  the  Reafon  for  fo  doing,  were  given  at  the  fame 
Time  ; upon  which  they  all  diligently  prepar’d  for  their  fetting 
out,  fenfible  of  the  Neceffity,  and  praifing  the  Refolution. 
General  Corte^  order’d,  that  as  a Blind  to  conceal  from  the  Ene- 
my their  Motion,  they  Ihould  leave  all  the  Fires  burning,  and 
giving  to  Diego  de  Orda ^ the  Charge  of  the  Van-Guard,  with 
fome  trufty  and  intelligent  Guides,  he  plac’d  his  chief  Strength 
in  the  Rear,  where  he  himfelf  remain’d,  that  he  might  be  nearer 
the  Danger,  and  by  his  well-known  Care  and  Vigilance,  be  a 
Security  to  thofe  who  pafs’d  before.  They  fet  lor  ward  with 
all  neceffary  Silence  and  Caution,  and  then  ordering  the  Guides 
at  firfl:  to  keep  at  fome  Diftance  from  the  High  Road,  and  to  re- 
affume  it  in  the  Morning,  they  march’d  a little  more  than  Half 
a League  continuing  their  Circumfpedtion  and  Vigilance,  not- 
withftanding  the  Silence  they  kept  and  the  Darknefs  of  the  Night. 
But  having  pafs’d  the  Plain,  upon  their  entring  into  a broken 
and  hilly  Ground,  the  advanc’d  Guard  fell  into  an  Ambufli, 
which  the  very  People  who  endeavour’d  to  hide  themfelves, 
knew  not  how  to  conceal,  for  they  gave  Notice  of  the  Danger 
beforehand,  both  by  Shouts  and  Stones •,  and  divers  Troops  of 
Indians  came  pouring  down  from  the  Eminences,  and  rulliing 
out  from  among  the  Bullies,  and  confufedly,  and  with- 
out Order,  attack’d  on  the  Flanks  5 and  notwithstanding 
they  were  not  fo  numerous  as  to  oblige  the  Army  to  halt, 
yet  the  Spaniards  were  neceflitated  to  interrupt  their  March  every 
now  and  then  in  order  to  beat  off  the  moft  daring  of  the  Ene- 
my who  ventur’d  neareft,  to  break  thro’  feveral  Ambufcades, 
and  to  difpute  divers  narrow  Paffes.  The  Spaniards  were  appre- 
henfive  at  firfl:  that  it  was  a Second  Attack  of  the  whole  Army 
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which  they  had  left  on  the  other  Side  of  the  Temple  5 and 
fomc  of  our  Writers  report  this  Adtion  as  a Purfuit  of  the 
Grofs  of  the  Mexicans : But  thefe  intermitted  and  loofe  Attacks 
were  not  agreeable  to  their  Manner  of  fighting,  nor  does  it  an- 
fwer  what  they  afterwards  did  : And  in  our  Opinion,  they  were 
the  Militia  of  the  neighbouring  Towns,  who,  by  previous  Or- 
ders receiv’d  from  Court,  endeavour'd  to  difturb  the  Army’s 
March,  porting  themfelves  in  the  broken  Parts  of  the  Road: 
For  if  the  Mexicans  had  difcover’d  the  Retreat,  they  would  have 
come  all  in  a Body  as  they  were  accuftom’d  to  do ; They 
would,  with  their  united  Force,  have  begun  the  Attack  in  the 
Rear,  and  not  have  divided  themfelves  into  rtnall  Companies, 
converting  the  War  into  a few  light  Skirmifhes. 

With  this  Kind  of  Oppofition,  which  was  rather  troublefome 
than  dangerous,  the  Army  advanc'd  Two  Leagues  5 and  a little 
before  Day,  they  halted  in  another  Temple,  lefs  capacious, 
and  fituated  upon  an  Eminence  not  altogether  fo  high  as  the 
former,  but  of  fufficient  Height  to  view  the  Country  round 
about,  and  by  the  Number  of  Enemies  they  fhould  difcover, 
to  judge  of  What  Meafures  and  Refolutions  were  propereft  to 
be  taken  for  their  Security.  The  Light  of  the  Morning  did 
not  only  difcover  what  Sort  of  Indians  they  had  to  deal  with, 
but  likewife  the  Diforder  in  which  they  were  5 and  finding  that 
what  they  had  fufpedted  for  a new  Charge  of  the  Enemy's  Ar- 
my, was  no  more  than  the  Infults  of  a defpicable  Herd  of  Pea- 
faftts,  they  renew’d  their  March  without  farther  Delay,  with 
the  Intent  of  advancing  as  far  before  the  Enemy  as  pofrtbly 
they  could,  in  order  to  avoid,  or  at  leaft  to  render  more  dif- 
ficult, the  Purfuit  of  the  Mexicans. 

The  Indian  Peafants  continued  their  Shouts,  ftill  following 
them  at  a Diftance,  like  frightned  Dogs,  which  by  barking 
exprefs  their  impotent  Rage;  till  having  advanc'd  about  Two 
Leagues  farther,  they  difcover’d  a Village  advantageoufly  fitua- 
ted, and,  as  they  believ’d,  well  peopled.  Corte ^ pitch’d  upon 
this  Place  for  his  Quarters,  and  gave  Orders  to  his  Officers  to 
poftefs  themfelves  of  it  by  Force,  if  they  could  not  by  fair 
Means ; but  they  found  it  wholly  forfaken  by  the  Inhabitants, 
together  with  fome  Provifions  which  they  could  not  carry  off ; 
an  Article  which,  at  that  Jun&ure,  was  very  welcome,  and  no 
lefs  necelfary  for  the  recruiting  their  exhaufted  Strength,  than 
was  fo  feafonable  a Refting-place.  Here  the  Army  ftay’d  a 
Day,  and  fome  fay  Two ; the  Condition  of  the  Wounded  be- 
ing fuch,  that  they  could  not  proceed  fooner.  They  made 
Two  Marches  more  through  a Country  ftill  more  rocky  and 
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barren,  always  out  of  the  great  Road,  and  fomewhat  doubtful 
whether  their  Guides  went  right.  They  had  no  Cover,  under 
which  to  pafs  the  Night  5 nor  did  the  Perlecution  of  thole  In- 
dians ceafe,  who  continually  kept  in  Sight j or  perhaps  they 
might  be  others,  who  came  out  upon  the  firft  Order  to  follow 
them  thro’  their  refpe&ive  Djftridts.  But  above  all  other  In- 
conveniencies  in  thefe  Marches  they  fuffer’d  Hunger  and  Thjrft 
to  that  Degree,  that  they  wanted  little  of  being  quite  difpiri- 
ted.  The  Officers  and  Soldiers  animated  each  other  5 ^pd  Pa- 
tience, ambitious  of  vying  with  Valour,  us’d  its  utmoft  Ef- 
forts to  withftand  thofe  fey  ere  Thy  4s.  They  weve  fore  d to 
have  Recourfe  to  the  Herbs  ai?d  Roots  of  the  Field  tor  Suite- 
nance,  without  examining  whether  they  were  venomous  or 
harmlefs,  tho’  fuch  as  were  the  moll  prudent  .govern’d  them- 
felves  by  the  Knowledge  and  Example  of  the  TG/caUns.  One 
of  the  wounded  Horfes  died,  and  the  Want  they  had  of  that 
Creature’s  Service  in  the  Army  was  forgot  with  Joy,  for  it  was 
divided,  as  a particular  Regale,  among  thofe  who  were  in  the 
greateft  Extremity,  who  celebrated  the  Feaft  by  inviting  their 
beft  Friends  to  partake  of  that  dainty  Food.  A rehfhing  Ban- 
quet at  that  Time,  at  which  all  Scruples  of  Stomach  gave  Way 

to  Neceffity.  ......  ,rl 

The  laft  of  thefe  Two  Marches  terminated  in  a little  Vil- 
lage, whofe  Inhabitants,  without  abandoning  their  Dwelling 
like  the  others,  gave  them  free  Entrance  $ neither  were  they 
wanting  in  their  Affiftance  to  them  with  a feeming  Chearful- 
nefs  and  Sedulity  in  every  Thing  they  were  order’d,  which 
Obfequioufnefs  and  une^cpe&ed  Entertainment  was  a new  Stra- 
tagem of  the  Mexicans , that  their  Enemies  might  come  lels 
prepar’d  to  the  Snare  which  they  had  provided  for  them. 
Thefe  Villagers  freely  fhew’d  their  Stores  of  Provifjon,  and 
from  other  neighbouring  Villages  procurd  what  was  fufficient 
to  make  the  fatigued  Spaniards  forget  their  paft  Sufferings.  Early 
in  the  Morning  the  Army  was  all  ready  difpos  d to  alcend 
the  Mountain  which,  on  the  other  Side,  declin’d  into  the  Val- 
ley of  Otumba,  thro’  which  they  mud  of  Neceffity  pafs  to  take 
the  Road  that  leads  to  Vafcala.  Here  they  obferv  d fome  Al- 
teration in  the  Indians  who  followed  their  March  5 for  their 
Shouts  and  Scoffs  exprefs’d  rather  a joyful  Satisfa&ion  than  In- 
dignation : And  Donna  Marina  took  Notice  that  they  frequent  y 
faid  Go  on  Tyrants  ! go  on , for  you  will  quickly  arrive  at  the  Tlace 
where  you  will  all  ferijh.  Thefe  Expreffions  gave  them  Occaiion 
to  reflett  3 for  thofe  Words  were  too  often  repeated  not  to  im- 
port fomething  particular.  Some  began  to  doubt  that  thele 
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Indians  confiding  in  the  Tla/calans,  rejoic’d  at  the  Danger  to  which 
the  Spaniards  were  marching,  as  having  receiv’d  Tome  No- 
tice that  there  had  happen’d  a Change  in  the  Fidelity,  or  Affe- 
ction of  that  Nation.  But  Corte and  thole  of  better  Judg- 
ment and  Penetration,  look’d  upon  this  Novelty  as  no  other 
than  a Token  of  fome  Ambulli  that  was  then  nearer  than 
Tlafcala ; for  there  wanted  not  Examples  of  the  Simplicity  and 
Eafinefs  with  which  the  Indians  were  wont  to  publifh  the  very 
Thing  which  they  endeavour’d  to  conceal. 

They  continued  their  March,  forewarn’d  now,  and  their 
Minds  difpos’d  for  entering  upon  frefh  Action,  when  the  ad- 
vanc’d Guard,  having  reach’d  the  Mountain  Top,  came  back 
with  an  Account  that  the  Enemies  had  poffefs’d  themfelves  of 
all  the  Valley,  barring  up  the  Paffage  to  the  Road  whither 
they  were  dire&ing  their  Courfe  with  a moft  formidable  Mul- 
titude. It  was  the  fame  Body  of  Mexicans  which  they  had  left 
at  the  firft  Temple,  re-inforc’d  with  new  Troops  and  other 
Commanders.  They  difcover’d  in  the  Morning,  as  may  be 
prefum’d  by  the  fucceeding  Circumftances,  the  unfeafonable 
Retreat  of  the  Spaniards  5 and  notwithftanding  they  did  not 
doubt  but  that  they  fhould  be  able  to  follow  the  Purfuit,  yet 
they  fear’d,  very  confiderately,  by  the  Experience  of  that 
Night,  that  it  would  not  be  poffible  to  deftroy  them  before 
they  reach’d  the  Tlafcalan  Territories,  if  they  went  on  fecuring 
the  advantageous  Polls  of  the  Mountains : For  which  Reafon 
they  fent  Diipatches  to  Mexico  for  Re-inforcement,  that  an  Af- 
fair of  fo  much  Importance  might  not  mifcarry  for  want  of 
neceffary  Force,  which  Propofal  was  fo  well  receiv’d  in  the  Ci- 
ty, that  all  the  Nobility  inllantly  fet  out,  follow’d  by  the  reft 
of  the  Troops  which  they  had  affembled,  to  join  the  Army; 
and  in  the  fmall  Space  of  Three  or  Four  Days  they  divided 
themfelves  by  different  Roads,  marching  under  Shelter  of  the 
Mountains  with  fuch  Expedition,  that  they  got  thither  before 
the  Spaniards , and  fill’d  the  whole  Valley  of  Otumba,  which 
was  a very  fpacious  Plain,  where  they  might,  undifcover'd, 
wait  for  the  Spaniards  their  Enemies,  and  attack  them  without 
embaraffmg  each  other  for  want  of  Room.  Notably  well  con- 
fider’d,  and  the  Refolution  as  well  executed  5 both  which  might 
have  been  envy’d  in  Leaders  of  greater  Experience,  and  Peo- 
ple better  difciplin’d  and  lefs  barbarous. 

Upon  the  firft  Intelligence  it  was  not  fufjpedted  that  they 
were  the  Mexicans ; but  on  the  contrary,  they  believ’d,  as  they 
were  going  up  the  Hill,  that  the  difpers’d  Troops,  with  their 
accuftom’d  Levity  and  Impotence,  had  united  themfelves  in 
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order  co  defend  fome  Pafs  5 but  upon  gaining  the  Summit,  they 
difcover’d  a very  powerful  Army,  and  in  much  better  Order 
than  any  they  had  leen  before,  whole  Front  took  up  the  whole 
Bredth  of  the  Valley,  whofe  Depth  the  Eye  could  not  reach,  and 
which  was  the  laft  Effort  of  the  Mexican  Power,  compos’d  of  va- 
rious Nations,  as  the  Diverfity  and  Didance  of  the  leveral  Co- 
lours and  Standards  denoted.  The  Captain-General  of  the  Em- 
pire was  didinguifh’d  in  the  Center  of  the  Multitude,  born  up 
upon  Men’s  Shoulders,  in  a Litter  mod  fumptuoufly  adorn’d, 
in  fuch  Manner,  that  being  to  be  feen  by  all,  and  a Witnefs  of 
every  one’s  Behaviour,  his  Orders  mud  be  punctually  execu- 
ted. Upon  his  Chair,  or  Litter,  dood  ereCted  the  Royal  Stan- 
dard of  Mexico,  which  was  not  intruded  to  any  other  Hand 
but  his,  and  could  only  be  brought  into  the  Field  in  Cafes  of 
the  greated  Exigence  and  Importance.  The  Form  of  this  Stan- 
dard was  a Net  of  Maffy  Gold,  hanging  on  a Pike,  and 
crown’d  with  a Plume  of  Feathers  of  various  Colours,  both 
which  was  a Sort  of  myderious  Superiority  above  the  red  of 
Hieroglyphicks  of  the  lefTer  Enfigns.  The  wavering  and  con- 
fus’d Motion  of  fuch  different  Arms  and  Feathers  appear’d  beau- 
tiful amidd  the  Horror  of  fo  many  ObjeCls  of  War  and  Deftru- 
Clion.  The  Spanijb  Army  perceiving  the  frefli  Danger  for  which 
they  were  to  prepare  their  Minds  and  Arms,  Cortes^ began  to  exa- 
mine the  Countenances  of  his  People  with  that  natural  Ala- 
crity which  induenc’d  their  Hearts  far  better  than  Words;  and 
finding  them  infpir’d,  rather  with  a Martial  and  generous  Re- 
fentment  than  with  Fear  and  Condernation,  “ Our  Cafe  is  now 
“ fuch,  faid  he,  that  we  mud  either  die  or  conquer  : The  Caufe 
“ of  our  God  fight  for  us.”  Nor  had  he  Time  to  fay  any 
more ; for  the  Soldiers  themfelves  interrupted  him,  crying 
out  for  the  Word  of  Command,  in  order  to  engage,  upon  which 
he  only  day’d  to  give  them  fome  few  neceffary  Precautions, 
fuch  as  the  prefent  Occafion  requir’d ; and,  as  he  was  accu- 
dom’d,  invoking  St.  James,  and  St .Teter,  he  advanc’d  with  his 
Front  extended,  and  united  the  Body  of  the  Army  with  the 
Wings  of  the  Horfe,  who  were  appointed  to  defend  the  Flank, 
and  fecure  the  Rear.  The  Fire-Arms  and  Crofs-Bows  made 
their  fird  Difcharges  fo  opportunely,  that  the  Enemy  had  fcarce 
Time  to  make  Ufe  of  their  miflive  Weapons.  The  Swords 
and  Lances  did  dill  greater  Dammage,  the  Horfe  taking  Care, 
at  the  fame  Time,  to  break  and  put  to  flight  thofe  Troops 
which  endeavour’d  to  pafs  beyond  them  in  order  to  inclofe 
their  Army  and  attack  their  Rear.  They  gain’d  iome  Ground 
by  this  fird  Charge.  The  Spaniards  gave  no  Stroke  without  a 
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Wound,  nor  any  Wound  which  needed  a fecond  Blow.  The 
Tlajcalans  threw  themfelves  into  the  thickeft  of  the  Battle,  with 
an  infatiable  Thirft  after  Mexican  Blood;  and  all  had  fuch 
Command  of  their  Paflions,  that  they  kill’d  by  Choice;  firft 
feekmg  out  thofe  who  appear’d  to  be  Leaders.  But  the  Mexi* 
cans  fought  with  great  Obftirtacy,  advancing,  tho’  not  with  the 
beft  Order,  yet  with  furprizing  Refolution  to  fupply  the  Places 
of  thofe  who  fell ; and  the  Spaniards  were  fatigu’d  with  the 
Slaughter  of  them,  for  the  Battle  was  continually  renewing  with 
frefli  Men.  Their  whole  Army  feem’d  to  give  Way  whenever 
the  Cavalry  charg’d  them,  or  the  Fire-Arms  advanc’d  ; but  they 
return’d  with  new  Vigour  to  recover  their  loft  Ground,  the 
Multitude  moving  from  Place  to  Place  with  fuch  Celerity,  that 
the  whole  Field  appear’d  like  a ftormy  Sea  of  Men- ; the  per- 
petual Flux  and  Reflux  feeming  to  authorize  that  Simile. 

Cortez, ' fought  on  Horfeback,  continually  relieving,  with  his 
Troop,  Where  the  greateft  Strefs  lay,  carrying  Death  and  Ter- 
ror upon  the  Point  of  his  Lance,  wherefoever  he  came.  But 
the  obflinate  Refiftance  of  the  Indians  gave  him  no  ftnall  Con- 
cern ; for  it  was  not  poifibly  to  be  hop’d,  but  that  the  Strength 
of  his  Men  muff  abate  with  fuch  unintermitting  Adtion  ; and 
reflecting  upon  the  Meafures  he  might  take  to  advantage  him- 
felf,  or  to  make  his  Way  to  the  Road,  he  was  relieved  in  this 
Perplexity  by  one  of  thofe  Obfervations  which  he  was  accu- 
ftom’d  to  lay  up  in  his  Mind  to  make  Ufe  of  upon  Occafion. 
He  remember’d  to  have  heard  among  the  Mexicans , that  the 
whole  Fortune  of  their  Battles  depended  upon  the  Standard  Royal, 
the  gaining  or  lofing  of  which  decided  the  Fortune  of  the 
Day  on  either  Side  : And  being  not  infenfible  into  what 
Diforder  and  Confufion  the  Enemy  was  always  put  by  the 
Charge  of  the  Cavalry  ; he  took  a Refolution  to  make  an  ex- 
traordinary Effort  for  the  gaining  of  the  Imperial  Standard, 
which  he  could  very  well  diftinguifh.  To  this  Effedt  he  call’d 
for  the  Captains  Gonzalo  de  SandoVal,  Tedro  de  Alvarado , ChriftoVal 
de  Olid , and  Alonso  Davila , to  follow  and  fecure  his  Rear,  to- 
gether with  the  reft  of  the  Horfe  which  generally  attended 
him.  Having  encourag'd  them  with  a flhort  Harangue,  and 
given  the  neceffary  Inftrudtions  how  they  were  to  proceed,  he 
advanc’d  with  little  more  than  half  Speed,  and  attack’d  on  that 
Part  which  appear’d  weakeft,  and  leaft  diftant  from  the  Cen- 
ter. The  Indians  gave  back,  dreading,  as  they  always  did,  the 
Shock  of  the  Cavalry ; and  before  they  could  recover  them- 
felves to  make  a fecond  Motion,  the  Spaniards  threw  themfelves 
upon  the  confus’d  and  diforder’d  Multitude  with  fuch  Vigour, 

and 
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and  in  fuch  good  Order,  that  breaking  and  treading  under 
Foot  whole  Battalions,  they,  without  much  Opposition,  arriv’d 
at  the  Place  where  the  Imperial  Standard  was  defended  by  the 
Band  of  Nobles  who  were  appointed  for  its  Guard  : And  while 
the  Captains  were  clearing  themfelves  of  that  numerous  At- 
tendance, Corte ^ fpurr’d  on  his  Horle,  and  clos  d with  the 
Captain-General  oi  the  Mexicans,  who,  at  the  firft  Stroke  of  his 
Lance,  fell  dangeroufiy  wounded,  on  the  other  Side  of  his  Lit- 
ter : He  was  foon  forfaken  by  his  Guard,  and  left  almoft  alone, 
when  Juan  de  Salamanca,  a private  Gentleman,  leap'd  from  his 
Horfe,  put  an  End  to  the  little  Life  he  had  left,  and  feizing  the 
Standard,  gave  it  into  the  Hands  of  Corte This  Juan  de  Sa- 
lamanca was  a Perfon  of  fome  DiftinCtion  in  the  Army,  and  for 
having,  upon  that  Occafion,  done  his  General  fuch  a Piece  of 
Service,  the  Emperor  conferr’d  fome  Favours  upon  him,  giving 
him  for  the  Creft,  or  Device,  of  his  Arms  the  Plume  of  Fea- 
thers which  crown’d  the  Mexican  Standard. 

Scarce  did  thefe  Barbarians  behold  the  Imperial  Standard  in 
the  Power  of  the  Spaniards , when  they  ftruck  all  the  reft1  of 
their  Colours : And  throwing  down  their  Arms,  they  betook 
themfelves  to  a precipitate  Flight,  feeking  for  Shelter  in  the  ad- 
jacent Woods  and  Fields  of  Mai%.  The  neighbouring  Moun- 
tains were  all  cover’d  with  the  terrify ’d  Remnants  of  the  Mexi- 
can Army  5 and  in  a few  Moments  the  Field  of  Battle  remain’d 
to  the  victorious  Spaniards,  who  purfu’d  their  Victory  with  all 
the  Rigour  of  War,  and  made  a moll  terrible  DeftruCtion  of 
the  Fugitives.  It  was  abfolutely  necelfary  to  ruin  and  difperfe 
them,  that  they  might  not  return  to  unite  again  : Anger  and 
Refentment  urg’d  what  Conveniency  dictated.  On  our  Side 
fome  were  wounded,  of  which  Number  Two  or  Three  Spa- 
niards died  at  Tlafcala  ; and  Cortez^  himfelf  receiv’d  a Blow  on  his 
Head  with  a Stone,  fo  violent  that  it  batter’d  his  Head-piece,  and 
made  a fmall  Fraction  in  his  Skull  $ but  the  Hurt  done  by  the 
Contulion  was  ftili  greater.  The  Spoil  was  given  to  the  Soldiers, 
which  was  very  confiderable  $ for  the  Mexicans  came  provided 
with  coftly  Jewels  and  Ornaments  as  to  an  affur’d  Triumph. 
The  Hiftory  fays,  that  Twenty  Thoufand  Indians  loft  their 
Lives  in  this  Battle.  Matters,  upon  fuch  Occafions,  are  gene- 
rally ftretch’d  ; but  whoever  will  believe  that  the  routed  Army 
confided  of  above  Two  Hundred  Thoufand  Men,  will  find 
lefs  Improbability  in  the  Greatnefs  of  the  former  Number.  All 
Writers,  as  w'ell  Strangers  as  thofe  of  our  own  Nation,  relate 
this  ViClory  as  one  of  the  greateft  that  was  obtain’d  in  the 
Two  America's.  And  if  it  wxre  certain,  that  Santiago , or 
■>  St.  James 
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St.  James  the  Apoftle,  fought  vifibly  for  his  Spaniard,  as  fome  Pri- 
foners  affirm’d,  the  Slaughter  of  thofe  People  would  appear 
more  credible,  or  lefs  furprizing,  although,  in  Truth,  it  was 
not  neceffiary  to  have  Recourfe  to  a vifible  Miracle,  where  there 
appear’d  fo  many  Evidences  of  the  immediate  Hand  of  God 
upon  feveral  Occafions  5 to  whofe  Power  the  Succelfes  of  Ar- 
mies ought  ever  to  be  attributed,  with  efpecial  Confideration, 
fince  He  has  proclaim’d  himfelf  to  be  the  Lord  of  Hoffs  j that 
Mortals  may  be  fenfible  that  it  behoves  them  to  hope  for 
Victory  at  his  Divine  Hands,  and  to  acknowledge  it  to  be  only 
at  his  Heavenly  Difpofal,  without  making  any  Account  of  their 
own  Strength,  tho’  ever  fo  great : For  lometimes  he  chaftifes 
Injuries  by  affiffing  the  lefs  powerful  5 neither  fhould  any  offer 
to  confide  in  the  Goodnefs  of  their  Caufe  5 for  at  other  Times 
he  corrects  thofe  whom  he  moll  favours,  giving  the  Charge 
of  the  Stroke  to  an  impious  and  unworthy  Hand. 


The  End  of  the  Fourth  Book. 
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CHAP.  I. 

The  Army  marches  into  the  Province  ofTlafcala, 
and  quarters  in  Gualipar ; the  Caziques  and 
Senators  come  to  vifit  Cortez  : they  celebrate 
his  Entry  into  their  City  with  publick  Rejoy - 
rings  ; and  Cortez,  by  frefh  Experience , finds 
he  had  fecured  the  Ajferiions  of  th of e People. 

O REE  Z gave  Orders  for  alfembling  his 
Troops,  which  were  fcatrered  lip  and  down  for 
the  fake  of  pillaging.  The  Soldiers  took  their 
Polls,  and  purfued  their  March,  not  without 
lufpicion  of  the  Enemy’s  rallying,  for  they  ob- 
ferved  feveral  Bodies  of  Men  on  the  tops  of  the  Moun- 
tains : But  it  being  impoffible  that  day  to  get  clear  of  the 
Mexican  Confines,  and  withal  necelfary  to  take  care  of  the 
Wounded,  they  pollelTed  themfelves  of  fome  Houfes,  where 

A they 
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they  palled  the  Night,  as  in  a Place  of  no  great  Security, 
and  the  next  Day  they  found  the  Roads  free  from  Enemies, 
the  neighbouring  Plains  fecuring  them  from  all  danger  of 
Ambufcades  : However  they  ftill  perceived  figns  of  their  be- 
ing in  an  Enemy’s  Country,  by  the  Cries  and  diftant  Menaces 
of  the  Mexicans , who  after  that  manner  took  leave  of  thofe 
they  could  not  flop. 

A little  after,  they  difcovered  and  entered  the  Bounds  of 
‘ Tlafcala , known  to  this  day  by  fome  Remains  of  that  fa- 
mous Wall,  which  was  built  by  the  ancient  Inhabitants  to 
defend  the  Frontiers  of  their  Country,  joining  together  the 
Hills  that  bordered  it  in  all  thofe  Places  which  Nature  had 
not  made  inaccedible.  The  whole  Army  exprefs’d  their  Joy 
by  Acclamations,  upon  their  entring  the  Territories  of  this 
Republick.  The  Tlafcalans  threw  themfelves  upon  their 
Faces  to  kifs  the  Earth,  like  difconfolate  Children  returned 
to  the  Lap  of  their  Mother.  The  Spaniards  made  their 
thankful  Acknowledgments  to  Heaven  for  this  Repofe  after 
all  their  Fatigues,  and  they  all  lay  down  near  a Fountain, 
whole  Water  at  that  time  gained  the  Reputation  of  being 
delicate  and  wholefome,  from  the  Praifes  the  Spaniards  gave 
it,  which  have  been  particularly  mentioned  by  feveral  Wri- 
ters ; whether  it  were  that  their  violent  Thirfl  made  it  feem 
the  more  refreflhing,  or  that  they  could  now  allay  it  in  Peace 
and  Security. 

In  this  place  Hernan  Cortez,  made  a fhort  Difcourfe,  tel- 
ling them  of  what  Importance  it  was  to  preferve  the  Friend- 
Ihip  of  the  'Tlafcalans,  by  their  Kindnefs  and  Civility  ; and 
that  when  they  came  into  the  City,  they  ihould  look  upon 
the  giving  offence  to  any  one  Inhabitant,  as  a Matter  that 
might  endanger  their  common  Safety : he  afterwards  refolved 
to  flop  by  the  way  to  gain  Intelligence,  and  difpofe  Mat- 
ters for  His  Entry  with  the  knowledge  and  permiffion  of 
the  Senate ; and  accordingly  at  Noon  he  halted  at  Guali- 
par,  a confiderable  Town  in  thofe  days.  The  Inhabitants 
met  them  at  fome  diftance,  to  fhow  their  Good-will,  offer- 
ing their  Houfes,  and  whatever  elfe  they  had  occafion  for, 
with  fo  much  Refpeft  and  Submiflion,  that  the  molt  Jealous 
acknowledged  there  could  be  no  room  to  fufpecSt  a People 
of  Artifice,  who  gave  fuch  Proofs  of  their  Sincerity.  Cortez, 
accepted  the  Invitation,  and  quartered  his  Soldiers  with  all 
the  caution  that  was  neceflary,  to  be  perfectly  fecure. 
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Immediately  after  which,  he  deliberated  about  fending 
two  Tlafcalans  with  an  Account  to  the  Senate  of  his  Retreat 
and  Succefs : But  before  he  could  do  this,  Fame  carry’d  the 
News  of  his  Victory ; and  almoft  at  the  fame  time  came 
his  great  Friend  Magifcatzin,  the  blind  Xicotencal,  with  his 
Son  and  others,  to  vifit  him  on  the  part  of  the  Republick. 
Magifcatz*in  advanced  before  the  reit,  calling  himfelf  into 
his  Arms,  and  then  llepping  back,  that  he  might  behold 
and  admire  him,  as  one  that  fcarce  believed  he  had  the 
Happinefs  to  fee  him  alive.  The  blind  Xicotencal,  guided 
by  the  Sound,  made  his  way  with  his  Hands,  Ihewing  his 
AffeCtion  after  a more  tender  manner,  delirous  to  inlorm 
himfelf  by  the  Touch,  and  Ihowing  his  Satisfaction  by  a 
Flood  of  Tears,  the  only  way  by  which  his  Eyes  could  tefti- 
fy  his  Joy.  The  reft  came  after,  whilft  the  firft  went  to 
congratulate  the  Captains  and  Soldiers  of  their  acquain- 
tance. On  this  occafion,  Xicotencal  the  Younger  diftin- 
guilhed  himfelf,  by  appearing  fomewhat  dilfatisfy'd,  and  re- 
ferved  in  his  Compliments ; and  altho’  it  was  attributed  at 
that  time  to  the  Ruggednefs  of  a military  Man,  it  foon  ap- 
peared that  he  preferved  in  his  Mind  the  Diftruft  of  a re- 
conciled Friend,  and  the  ungrateful  Remembrance  of  hav- 
ing been  conquered.  Hernan  Cortez*  went  afide  with  the 
Senators,  and  found  in  their  Converfation  and  Behaviour 
all  the  Delicacy  of  Manners,  which  could  have  been  ex- 
pected from  a People  of  the  greateft  Politenefs.  - They  in- 
formed him,  that  they  had  already  got  together  their  Troops 
to  fuccour  him  againft  the  common  Enemy,  and  were  ready 
to  march  with  Thirty  Thoufand  Men  to  fecure  his  Retreat. 
They  exprefted  a great  Concern  for  his  Wounds,  looking 
on  them  as  fo  many  Sacrileges  committed  in  that  fedi- 
tious  War.  They  regretted  the  Death  of  the  Spaniards , and 
particularly  of  Juan  Velafquez*  de  Leon , whom  they  loved, 
as  being  fenfible  of  his  good  Qualities.  They  condemned 
the  barbarous  Confpiracy  of  the  Xlexicans ; and,  laftly,  of- 
fered to  affift  him  in  his  Revenge  with  all  their  Forces,  and 
thofe  of  their  Allies : adding,  That  they  were  now  not  only 
Friends  of  the  Spaniards , but  likewife  Vaftals  of  their  King, 
and  fo  were  doubly  obliged  to  obey  his  Minifter’s  Orders, 
and  die  by  his  fide.  And  after  this  manner  they  concluded 
their  Difcourfe,  nicely  diftinguifhing  betwixt  the  two  Obli- 
gations of  Friendfhip  and  Vaffalage,  and  declaring  them- 
felves  bound  by  Loyalty,  ta  what  they  were  before  engaged 
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by  Inclination.  Cortez,  made  great  Acknowledgments  for 
their  Offers  j and  by  all  that  could  be  gathered  from  their 
Difcourfe,  they  not  only  retained  their  Good-will  for  the 
Spaniards,  but  had  improv’d  it  into  an  Efteem : For  the 
Eofs  they  fuftained  at  their  marching  out  of  Mexico , was 
looked  on  as  an  Accident  of  War,  and  was  wholly  effaced 
by  tlie  Victory  of  Otumba,  which  was  admired  in  Tlafcala 
as  a Prodigy  of  Valour,  and  the  chief  Glory  of  the  Retreat. 
They  propofed,  that  he  ffiould  immediately  go  to  the  City, 
where  his  Quarters  were  provided ; neverthelefs  they  readi- 
ly confented  to  allow  the  Spaniards  fome  time  to  refrefh 
themfelves,  becaufe  they  were  defirous  to  prepare  for  his 
Entry,  which  they  determin’d  to  honour  with  publick  So- 
lemnity, and  to  celebrate  after  the  fame  manner  they  did 
the  Triumphs  of  their  own  Generals. 

The  Army  continued  three  Days  in  Gualipar , being  liberal- 
ly fupply’d  with  every  thing  that  was  neceffary,  at  the  Charge 
of  the  Republick.  After  which,  the  Wounded  being  Some- 
what recovered,  Cortez,  gave  notice  to  the  City,  and  pre- 
pared to  march.  The  Spaniards  put  on  all  their  Finery  for 
that  Day,  adorning  themfelves  with  the  Jewels  and  Plumes 
of  the  vanquifhed  Mexicans ; an  outward  Show  which  de- 
clared the  Importance  of  the  Vi&ory : For,  on  fome  Ocea- 
fions,  Oftentation  gives  credit  to  a Caufe,  and  Modefly  is 
unfeafonable.  The  Caziques  and  Minifters  of  State,  in 
Form  of  a Senate,  clad  in  their  Richeft  Robes,  and  accom- 
panied by  a numerous  Attendance  of  their  Relations,  came 
out  to  receive  the  Army.  The  Roads  were  covered  with 
People,  the  Air  was  filled  with  Acclamations  of  popular  Ap- 
plaufe,  and  nothing  was  heard  but  the  Praifes  of  the  Vic- 
tors, and  Reproaches  upon  the  Mexicans.  At  their  en- 
trance into  the  City,  they  were  entertained  with  the  Sounds 
of  Kettle-Drums,  Flutes,  and  Winding-Horns,  diflributed 
into  different  Choirs,  which  alternately  fucceeded  each  other 
making  a pacifick  Mufick  with  their  warlike  Inflruments! 
The  Troops  being  conveniently  quartered,  Cortez,  con- 
fented, after  much  refinance,  to  lodge  with  Magifcatz,in ; 
giving  way  to  his  earneft  Entreaties,  that  he  might  not  dif- 
oblige  him.  And  foi  the  fame  Reafon,  Pedro  de  X luarado 
went  with  old  Xicotencal ; but  altho’  the  reft  of  the  Ca- 
ziques were  defirous  to  entertain  the  other  Captains,  they 
courteoufly  declind  it,  it  being  improper  to  leave  the  Main 
Guard  without  a fufficient  Number  of  Officers.  The  Spa- 
niards 
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nicirds  made  their  Entry  into  ’Tlafcala  in  the  Month  of  July, 
1 510.  altho’  in  this  point  Writers  are  not  entirely  agreed  *. 
But  I (hall  referve  my  Difcu (lions  for  Matters  of  more  con- 
fequence,  and  where  a fmall  Variation  is  of  great  Impor- 
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The  fame  Evening  they  began  their  Feftival  or  the 
Triumph,  which  continued  for  (ome  Days,  the  Indians  all 
employing  their  utmoft  Addrefs  to  divert  their  Guefts,  and 
celebrate  their  Vi&ory,  without  excepting  the  Nobles,  ot 
thofe  who  had  loft  Friends  and  Relations  in  the  Engage- 
ment ; whether  it  were  that  they  defired  to  take  part  in 
the  general  Joy,  or  that  it  was  not  permitted  in  this  warlike 
Nation  to  efteem  the  End  of  thofe  unfortunate,  who  died 
in  Battle.  They  gave  Challenges,  and  Rewards  were  af- 
fign’d  for  the  beft  Markfmen.  They  contended  likewife  in 
the  Exercifes  of  Leaping  and  Running  ; the  Evenings  were 
fpent  in  the  Diverfion  of  Rope-Dancing ; an  Exercife  they 
were  very  fond  of,  and  where  the  Mind  of  the  Spectator 
is  divided  betwixt  Fear  and  Pleafure.  But  the  Show  always 
ended  with  Balls  and  certain  Dances  in  Mafquerade  i the 
Diverfion  of  the  Multitude,  whofe  diforderly,  noify  Mirth 
fini fti’d  the  Demonftrations  of  their  Applaufe. 

The  Sincerity  and  good  Correfpondence  of  thefe  People 
anfwered  all  the  Hopes  of  Cortez,.  The  Nobles  were  friend- 
ly and  refpeftful,  and  the  common  People  paftionately 
fond,  and  fubmiftively  obedient.  Cortez,  exprels’d  a grate- 
ful Senfe  of  their  Affedion  for  him,  commended  theif 
Diverfions,  carefting  fome,  and  honouring  others  with  equa 
Confidence  and  Satisfaction.  The  Captains  aflifted  him  in 
the  gaining  of  Friends  by  their  Courtefy  and  Prefents ; and 
even  the  meaneft  Soldiers  endeavoured  to  make  themfelves 
lov’d  by  (haring  generoufly  with  the  Tlajcalans  the  Jewels 
and  Spoils  they  had  brought  from  the  Battle.  But  in  the 
Spring-time  (as  I may  fay)  of  this  Felicity  an  Accident 
happened  which  gave  a damp  to  all  their  Joy.  tor  th® 
Wound  which  Cortez,  had  receiv’d  in  his  Head,  and  wine 
was  ill  cured,  appeared  afrelh  with  bad  Symptoms  , an 
the  over-much  Exercife  he  had  ufed  on  thefe  Days  or  Kd- 
ioicinCT,  occafion’d  an  Inflammation  in  his  Brain,  with  a ftrong 
Feverfwhich  reduced  him  to  fuch  a Condition,  that  his i L1  e 
was  thought  to  be  in  danger.  The  Spaniards  looked  on 
this  unhappy  Accident,  as  what  threatned  no  lels  than  tne 

Lofs  of  their  Lives  and  Fortunes ; but  the  Concern  ot  the 

g Jmdans 


6 The  Hi/lory  of  the  Conquest  Book  V. 

Indians  was  more  remarkable,  as  being  lefs  expeded  ; for 
they  no  fooner  heard  of  his  lllnefs,  but  laying  afide  all 
their  Mirth,  they  fell  into  the  other  Extreme  of  an  inton- 
folable  Grief. 

The  Nobles,  full  of  Anxiety  and  Sorrow,  were  conti- 
nually enquiring  after  the  Teule , a Name  which  we  have 
before  obferved  they  gave  to  their  Demigods,  or  almoft 
Deities.  The  common  People  came  in  Troops  to  be- 
wail his  Lofs,  fo  that  the  Spaniards  were  obliged  to  de- 
ceive them  with  the  hopes  of  his  mending,  in  order  to 
keep  them  at  a diftance,  that  they  might  not  difturb  Cor- 
teZj  with  their  Cries  and  Lamentations.  The  Senate  ■ lent 
for  all  the  belt  Phyficians  of  their  Country,  whofe  Skill 
conlifted  in  the  Knowledge  and  Choice  of  Medicinal 
Herbs,  which  they  apply’d  with  a wonderful  Difcern- 
ment  of  their  Virtues  and  Effeds,  varying  the  Medi- 
cine according  to  the  Condition  and  different  Turns  of 
the  Diffemper  ; and  to  them  he  was  entirely  beholden  for 
his  Cure : For  making  ufe  at  firft  of  wholefome  cooling 
Simples,  to  corred  the  Inflammation,  and  mitigate  the 
Pain,  which  occafioned  the  Fever,  they  proceeded,  by  de- 
grees, to  apply  others  proper  to  ripen  and  heal  the  Wound, 
with  fo  much  Skill  and  good  Fortune,  that,  in  a little 
time,  they  reftored  him  to  his  perfed  Health. 

Let  the  rational  Phyfician  laugh  at  Empiricks  ; ’tis  cer- 
tain, however,  that  the  firft  Knowledge  of  Phyfick  was  from 
Experience  : and  in  a Country  entirely  unacquainted  with 
Natural  Philofophy,  which  fearches  out  Caufes  by  Effects, 
it  was  no  fmall  matter  to  find  fo  great  a Progrefs  made  in 
the  Knowledge  of  Nature.  The  News  of  his  Recovery 
was  celebrated  with  frefh  Rejoicings,  and  Hernan  Cortez, 
had  further  Experience  of  the  AfFedions  of  the  Tlafcalans  : 
And  his  Head  being  now  at  liberty  for  Thought,  he  refum’d 
his  high  Defigns,  forming  new  Plans  to  avoid  the  Inconve- 
niences, and  remove  the  Difficulties  which  attended  fils 
Undertaking  ■,  an  inward  War  of  Objedioris  and  Solu- 
tions, the  end  of  which  was  to  reconcile  Prudence  with 
Magnanimity. 


CHAP. 
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An  Account  conies'  that  the  Province  of  T ep£aca 
had  taken  up  Arms.  Embajfadprs  arrive  at 
Tlafcalla  from  Mexico.  A Co/fpiracy,  car- 
ried on  by  Xicotencal  the  Tounger,  again  ft  the 
Spaniards,  is  dij covered. 

E R NHN  CORTEZ  was  in  pain  to  know  the 
Condition  of  Affairs  at  Vera  Cruz,  the  Prefdrvation 
of  that  Place  being  the  principal  Bafis  and  Fodn- 
dation  of  his  new  Projects:  He  therefore  wrote  to  Rodrigo 
Rangel , whom  he  had  appointed  Lieutenant  in  that  Go- 
vernment, under  Gonz>alo  de  Sandoval ; and  quickly  re- 
ceived an  Anfwer  by  the  extraordinary  Diligence  or  the 
Couriers  of  that  Country,  importing,  Trt^t  nothing  new 
had  happened  either  in  the  Garrifon,  or  on  the  Cotlff,  to 
give  him  any  Concern  ; That  Narvaez,  and  Salvatierra 
were  in  fafe  Cuftody  ; arid  That  the  Soldiers  were  pleated, 
and  kindly  treated : the  Zempoalans , Totonacjues,  and  other 
Confederate  Nations,  adhering  with  great  Fidelity  and 
Friendfhip  to  the  Terms  of  their  Alliance. 

. B u t at  the  fame  time  he  acquainted  him,  that  the  Cor- 
poral and  eight  Soldiers,  who  went  to  Tlafcala  for  the 
Gold  belonging  to  the  Garrifon,  were  not  returned  ; and 
that  if  the  Report,  current  among  the  Indians , was  true, 
of  their  having  been  murdered  in  the  Province  ot  Tepea- 
ca,  it  was  to  be  feared,  that  the  wounded  Soldiers  of 
Narvaez, , who  remained  behind  in  Zempoala , had  met 
with  the  fame  Fate  ; for  as  fall  as  they  recovered,  they 
marched  away  in  little  Troops,  being  extremely  defirous 
to  arrive  at  Mexico,  which  they  conhdered  as  the  Centre 
of  all  their  Wealth  and  Profperity.  This  Misfortune  much 
affliffed  Cortez ,,  becaufe  he  had  reckon’d  upon  the  Rein- 
forcement of  thofe  Soldiers,  whofe  Number,  according  to 
Hntonio  de  Herrera , amounted  to  above  fifty ; and  allow- 
ing it  lefs,  as  Bernal  Diaz,  del  Caftillo  writes,  yet  was  the 
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Lofs  very  great  upon  this  Occafion,  and  in  a Country  where 
one  Spaniard  was  of  more  Value  than  a thoufand  Indians „ 
Upon  this,  Cortez,  enquir’d  among  his  Tlajcalan  Friends, 
who  confirm’d  the  Report  of  Rangel)  and  faid,  They  had 
conceal’d  it  from  him,  left  fuch  bad  News  might  have  been 
a Hindrance  to  his  Recovery. 

I t is  moft  certain*  that  the  eight  Soldiers  who  went  from 
Vera  Cruz,  arriv’d  at  eTlafcala,  and  left  again  that  Place,  in  or- 
der to  return  with  their  Share  of  the  Gold,  at  a time  when 
they  began  to  fufpetft  the  Fidelity  of  the  Province  of  Te- 
peaca,  which,  with  feveral  others,  had  fubmitted  in  the  firft 
March  to  Mexico-,  and  that  both  the  one  and  the  other  Party 
had  been  maftacred  by  the  Peop/le  of  that  Province,  appear’d 
afterwards  very  evidently*  by  their  calling  in  the  Mexican 
Troops  to  fupport  their  Treafon : which  made  it  abfolutely 
neceffary  to  fubdue  thofe  Rebels,  and  drive  the  Enemy  to 
a greater  diftance.  Nor  did  this  Defign  admit  of  any  De- 
lay, becaufe  the  Situation  of  that  Province  cut  off  the 
Communication  between  Mexico  and  Vera  Cruz ; and  it 
was  neceftary  to  open  that  Paftage,  before  they  could  un- 
dertake any  thing  of  Importance  : Neverthelefs  Hernan 
Cortez  deferr’d  to  ask  of  the  Republick  the  Afliftance  of  their 
Forces ; becaufe  he  was  informed  at  the  fame  time,  that 
the  Tepeacans  had  fome  days  before  made  an  Inroad  into 
the  Country  of  Tlafcala , plundering,  and  deftroying  fome 
Settlements  on  the  Frontiers;  and  made  no  queftion  but 
the  Tlafcalans  would  apply  themfelves  to  him,  as  it  fhortly 
after  happen’d  : For  the  Senate  came  to  a Refolution  to 
chaftife  the  Infolence  of  that  Nation,  and  to  endeavour 
interefting  the  Spaniards  in  the  War,  as  equally  exafpe-i 
rated  ana  injur’d  by  the  Death  of  their  Companions.  The 
Affair  took  the  Turn  that  Cortez  wifh’d ; and  he  fo  ma- 
nag’d Matters  as  to  grant,  what  he  was  under  a neceffity  of 
asking. 

There  happen’d  afterwards  another  Accident,  which  gave 
the  Spaniards  frefh  Difquiet : For  there  came  Advice  from 
Cuahpar , that  three  or  four  Embafladors  fent  by  the  New 
Emperor  of  Mexico  to  the  Republick  of  S Vlafcala  were  arriv’d 
on  the  Frontiers,  where  they  ftay’d,  expecting  Leave  to  pro- 
ceed to  the  City.  The  Tlafcalans  deliberated  upon  the  Matter 
with  fome  Admiration,  and  without  being  ignorant  that  the 
Negotiations  of  a powerful  Enemy,  were  to  be  regarded  as 
difguis’d  Menaces : But  tho’  they  verily  believ’d  the  Embaffy 


Book  V.  of  Mexico,  or  New  Spain.  9 

was  defign’d  againft  the  Spaniards,  and  were  fully  lefolv’d, 
not  to  forfake  the  Defence  of  their  Friends  on  any  account, 
they  decreed  to  admit  the  Embafl'adors ; that  at  leaf!  they 
might  have  the  Advantage  aiding  from  this  Acknowledg- 
ment of  their  Equality  : a Condeicenfion  very  unufual,  and 
little  agreeing  with  the  Pride  of  the  Mexican  Princes ; and 
fome  fay,  it  was  inferted  in  the  Decree,  provided  it  be  with 
the  Approbation  of  Cortez^ ; for  the  Embaifadors  were  con- 
duced publickly  to  their  Audience  : And  throughout  this 
whole  Tranfaction,  there  was  not  the  lead  Pretence  to  fuf- 
peC  the  Sincerity  of  the  'Tlajcalans. 

They  made  their  Entry  with  great  Solemnity  and  Splen- 
dor, the  Tamenes  in  good  Order  went  at  the  Head  of  the 
Procedion,  with  the  Prefents,  confiding  of  fome  Pieces  of 
Gold  and  Silver,  fine  Cotton  Cloaths,  Plumes,  and  other 
Cunofities,  with  feveral  Loads  of  Salt,  a Merchandize  very 
much  priz’d  and  coveted  in  thofe  Parts.  The  Embad'adors 
carry ’d  the  Enfigns  of  Peace  in  their  hands,  and  were  richly 
adorn’d  with  Jewels,  and  accompany’d  by  a numerous  Train 
of  Friends  and  Servants  ■,  wherein  they  imagin’d  that  they  dis- 
play’d the  Grandeur  of  their  Prince  : And  fometimes  in- 
deed, a vain  Odentation  of  Power  is  of  ufe  in  an  EmbafTy  ; 
and  by  prepoffeding  the  Eye,  impofes  on  the  Ear.  The  Se- 
nate receiv’d  them  at  their  Tribunal,  and  were  neither  de- 
ficient, nor  exceffive  in  point  of  Ceremony  ; being  jealous 
of  the  Rights  belonging  to  their  Sovereignty,  and  but  ill 
concealing  their  Difgud,  under  the  appearance  of  Ci- 
vility. 

After  naming  the  Emperor  of  Mexico  with  profound 
Submiffion,  the  Embadadors  made  an  Offer  of  Peace,  and 
perpetual  Alliance  between  the  two  Nations,  Freedom  of 
Commerce,  and  Communication  of  Intereds,  on  condition 
they  would  immediately  make  War  upon  the  Spaniards ; 
and,  taking  Advantage  of  their  Security,  dedroy  them  at 
once  : But  they  could  not  proceed  in  their  Difcourfe,  be- 
ing interrupted  by  a confus’d  Rumour,  occafion’d  by  the 
Senate’s  difapproving  what  they  faid;  and  by  Marks  of  a 
Difpleafure,  which  they  were  not  able  to  conceal,  and  which 
broke  out  into  diforderly  and  inconfiderate  Expreffions. 
But  one  of  the  antient  Senators  reprefented  to  them  the 
Indecency  of  this  Procedure,  contrary  to  Cudom  and  Rea- 
fon;  and  obtain’d,  that  the  Embaffadors  fhould  retire  to 
their  Lodging,  and  there  expedt  the  Refolution  of  the  Re- 
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publick  : Which  being  done,  they  conferr’d  among  them- 
felves,  and  without  flaying  to  put  it  to  the  Vote,  they  all 
agreed  in  what  fome  had  already  declar’d  thro’  Inadver- 
tency, though  they  foften’d  the  Expreffions  of  their  Refufal, 
and  dnger  gave  way  to  Civility.  After  their  firft  Heat  was 
over,  they  then  concluded  to  fend  three  or  four  Deputies 
with  the  Senate’s  Anfwer  to  the  Embafladors;  which  con- 
tain’d in  fubflance,  That  the  Republic!:  would  admit  the 
Peace  with  all  poflible  Refpedt,  provided  the  Conditions 
were  reafonable,  and  confident  with  the  Interefl  and  Ho- 
nour of  both  Nations : But  that  the  Tlafcalans  were  re- 
ligious Obfervers  of  the  Laws  of  Hofpitality,  and  were  not 
us’d  to  betray  thofe  who  confided  in  them ; that  they  va- 
lu’d themfelves  upon  accounting  that  impoflible  which  was 
unlawful ; and  for  diving  into  the  Truth  of  things,  not  un- 
derflanding  the  ufe  of  falfe  Pretences,  or  how  to  palliate 
Treafon  by  giving  it  fomp  other  Name.  But  the  Embaffadors 
did  not  flay  long  enough  to  receive  this  Anfwer ; for,  find- 
ing their  Propofition  fo  ill  receiv’d,  they  immediately  made 
off ; and  the  Halle  and  Fear  wherewith  they  retir’d,  were 
equal  to  the  Gravity  that  diflinguifh’d  their  Entry : And  it 
was  not  thought  proper  to  flop  them,  for  it  being  reported 
in  ‘Tlafcala , that  they  came  to  folicit  a War  againfl  the 
Spaniards,  there  was  Reafon  to  apprehend  fome  popular 
InfurreClion,  which  might  break  thrp’  the  Privileges  of  Em- 
baffadors, and  the  RefpeCt  due  to  the  Senate. 

Though  this  Delign  of  the  .Mexicans  was  defeated, 
to  the  great  Satisfaction  of  the  Spaniards , it  was  attended 
with  an  Inconveniency,  which  created  a farther  Uneafinefs : 
For  Xicotencal  the  younger  conceal’d  his  Opinion  in  the 
Senate,  voting  with  the  reft,  either  becaufe  he  was  afraid 
of  the  Difpleafure  of  fome  of  his  Friends,  or  out  of  Re- 
fpeCt  to  his  Father ; neverthelefs  this  Embaffy  gave  him  a 
handle,  to  fcatter  among  his  Friends  and  Followers,  the 
Poifon  which  abounded  in  his  Heart,  on  the  SubjeCt  of  this 
Peace  propos’d  bv  the  Mexicans ; not  that  it  was  his  In- 
clination, or  Interefl,  but  to  cover  the  Scandal  of  his  Envy 
and  evil  Defigns  with  a fpecious  Pretence.  The  Mexican 
Emperor,  faid  he,  whole  formidable  Power  obliges  us  al- 
ways to  be  in  Arms,  engag’d  in  the  perpetual  Misfortune 
of  a defenfive  War,  offers  us  his  Friendfhip,  without  any 
other  Condition  than  the  Death  of  the  Spaniards ; in  which 
he  only  propofes,  what  we  ought  to  execute  ourfelves  for 

our 


BookV.  of  Mexico,  or  New  Spain.  ii 

our  own  Intereft  and  Prefervation : For  tho’  we  fhould  for- 
give thefe  Strangers  their  Intention  to  deftroy  our  Religion, 
can  it  be  deny’d,  that  they  endeavour  to  change  our  very 
Laws  and  Form  of  Government,  by  converting  into  a Mo- 
narchy this  venerable  Republick  of  the  ‘ Tlafcalans ; and  re- 
ducing us  under  the  detcftable  Dominion  of  an  Emperor; 
a Yoke  fo  heavy  and  oppreftive,  that  it  grieves  us  to  fee  it, 
even  upon  the  Necks  of  our  Enemies  ? He  wanted  no 
Eloquence  to  fet  off  his  Opinion,  nor  Refolution  to  exe- 
cute his  Defigns : And  though  fome  of  his  Friends  endea- 
vour’d to  dilfuade  him  from  entertaining  fuch  Thoughts ; 
yet  as  he  had  the  Reputation  of  a good  Soldier,  it  was 
very  much  to  be  fear’d,  that  he  wou’d  engage  a formidable 
Party  in  a Country  where  Courage  was  efteem’d  a Mark  of 
Realon : But  their  Love  of  the  Spaniards  was  fo  fixed  in 
their  Hearts  that  he  gain’d  but  few,  and  the  Matter  was  dif- 
cover’d  to  the  Magiftrates.  It  was  debated  in  the  Senate 
with  all  the  Serioufnefs  that  an  Affair  of  fo  much  Im- 
portance requir’d ; and  Xicotencal  the  Father  was  fummon’d 
to  the  Conference,  nor  did  the  Delinquent’s  near  Relation 
to  him  make  them  in  the  leaf!  fufpedt  his  Conflancy,  or  his 
Juftice. 

They  all  condemn’d  him  as  a feditious  Perfon,  who 
endeavour’d  to  difturb  the  publick  Peace,  difgrace  the  Re- 
folutions  of  the  Senate,  and  deftroy  the  Credit  of  his  Na- 
tion. Some  were  inclin’d  to  punifh  his  Crime  with  Deatli ; 
and  his  Father  was  one  of  thofe  who  moft  ftrenuoufly  pro- 
moted that  Sentence,  condemning  the  Treafon  of  his  Son, 
like  an  unbyafs’d  Judge,  and  true  Father  of  his  Country. 

The  honourable  Conftancy  of  this  blind  Old  Man  fo 
wrought  on  the  Minds  of  the  Senators,  that  out  of  regard 
to  him,  they  mitigated  the  Rigour  of  the  Sentence,  and 
concluded  on  a milder  Punifhment ; tor  they  order  d him 
to  be  brought  Prifoner  to  the  Senate,  and  after  reprimand- 
ing his  Infolence  with  the  utmoft  Severity,  they  took  from 
him  the  General’s  Staff,  and  depriv’d  him  of  his  Command 
in  the  Army,  and  all  Privileges  belonging  to  it,  by  the  Ce- 
remony of  flinging  him  down  the  Stairs  of  the  Tribunal : 
the  Ignominy  of  this  Degradation  oblig’d  him,  in  few  days, 
to  apply  himfelf  with  all  the  Demonftrations  of  a true 
Reconciliation  to  Cortez j,  at  whofe  Interceffon  he  was  re- 
ftor’d  to  his  Honours,  and  the  Favour  of  his  Father  ; tho 
after  fome  little  time,  the  Root  of  his  wicked  Intentions 
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began  to  fprout  out  a fecond  time  in  frefh.  Diforders,  which 
colt  him  his  Life ; as  we  Ihall  fee  in  the  proper  Place. 
Each  of  thefe  Accidents  might  have  produc’d  fatal  Confe- 
quences,  but  the  Perfidy  of  Xicotencal  did  not  come  to  the 
knowledge  of  Cortez* , till  the  bad  EfEecfts  of  it  were  pre- 
vented, and  the  Crime  punifh’d ; and  the  ill  Succefs  of  the 
Mexican  Embaffadors  gave  Satisfaction  to  the  mod  did 
trudful : Both  Adventures  affording  new  Proofs  of  the 
Fidelity  of  the  Tlafcalans ; which  in  a People  fo  little 
civiliz’d,  and  when  the  Spaniards  were  at  that  didance  from 
all  human  Means  to  fupport  themfelves,  may  pafs  for  a Mi- 
racle ; at  lead  it  was  then  look’d  upon  as  an  EffeCt  which 
could  not  be  accounted  for  by  inferior  Caufes. 


CHAP.  Ill 

Cortez  marches  into  the  Province  of  Tepeaca, 
where  he  defeats  the  Rebels  \ ; who,  fupported 
by  the  Mexicans,  offer'd  Battle  to  the  Spa- 
niards : He,  afterwards , takes  their  City \ 
which  he  fortifies,  and  calls  by  the  Name  of 
Segura  de  la  Frontera. 

jpfliHILST  young  Xicotencal  was  with  great  Satisfaction 
Iwi  alfembling  the  Troops  of  the  Republick,  for  the 
mm  War  of  Tepeaca , and  endeavouring  by  his  extra- 
ordinary Diligence,  to  blot  out  the  Remembrance  of  his 
Treachery,  Cortez*  was  employ’d  in  convincing  his  own 
People,  of  the  Neceflity  they  lay  under  of  chadizing  the 
Indians  of  Tepeaca ; reprefenting  to  them,  the  Rebellion 
of  thofe  Traytors,  and  the  Death  of  fo  many  Spaniards ; 
with  what  other  Motives  could  incite  them  to  Compadion 
and  Revenge.  But  they  did  not  all  agree  in  the  Neceflity 
of  this  Expedition,  and  more  efpecially,  the  Troops  of 
Narbaez*  very  drenuoufly  oppos’d  it  : The  remembrance 
of  their  pad  Fatigues  made  them  ardently  defile  Repofe, 

and 
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and  figh  after  their  Poffeffions  in  the  Hie  of  Cuba,  exclaim- 
ing  ag^infl  the  War  as  unprofitable,  and  infilling  upon  the 
Return  of  the  Army  to  Vera  Cruz,,  in  order  to  folli- 
cite  Reinforcements  from  Santo  Domingo  and  Jamaica, 
and  refume  their  Enterprize  with  lefs  Danger ; not  that 
they  had  any  fuch  Defign  in  reality,  but  defiled  only 
to  get  nearer  to  the  Sea,  where  they  imagin’d  their 
Clamours  and  Difobedience  would  be  better  lupported  ; 
and  they  carried  their  Boldnefs  fo  far,  as  to  give  the  Ge- 
neral a Proteftation  in  form,  containing  Motives  rather  in- 
folent  than  fubftantial,  and  where  the  Pretence  of  the  Pub- 
lick  Good,  and  the  Service  of  the  King,  ferv’d  as  a Cover 
to  their  Fear  and  Bafenefs. 

Cortez  was  the  more  fenfibly  concerned  at  their  In- 
folence,  as  happening  at  a time  when  his  Enemies  at  <Te- 
peaca  had  poffefled  themfelves  of  the  Road  to  Vera  Cruz,, 
which  it  was  impoflible  to  pafs,  without  making  that  War, 
which  the  Mutineers  refufed.  He  ordered  them  to  be  afi 
fembled,  and  flood  in  need  of  all  his  Moderation,  to  keep 
within  Bounds  upon  this  Occafion.  It  is  difficult  for  a Man 
of  a generous  Spirit  to  diffemble  a perfonal  Injury  ; but 
where  Reafon  itlelf  is  outraged  by  Caprice  or  Brutality,  it 
is  the  utmoft  Tryal  of  Patience  in  a Man  of  Senle. 

H e thanked  them,  as  well  as  he  could,  for  the  Care  they, 
took  of  the  Prefervation  of  the  Army,  and  without  lo- 
fing  time  with  laying  before  them  the  Reafons  which  ob- 
liged them  not  to  fail  in  their  Engagements  to  the  TlaJ- 
calans,  hazarding  the  Lofs  of  their  Friendfhip,  and  leav- 
ing the  Treafon  of  the  T epeacans  unpunifhed,  he  made 
life  of  Motives,  proportioned  to  the  Capacities  of  Men, 
who  were  not  to  be  affedted  by  thofe  which  were  more 
convincing;  and  only  told  them,  That  as  the  Enemies 
had  feized  the  PafTes  of  the  Mountains,  they  could  not  a- 
void  engaging  with  them  before  they  recovered  the  Plain  . 
That  to  go  alone  upon  this  Expedition,  would  be  the  Lo  s 
of  the  Army,  or  at  leaft  would  hazard  it  without  any 
manner  of  Reafon  : That  there  was  no  demanding  Suc- 
cour from  the  T lajcalans,  nor  would  they  give  any  to 
make  good  a Retreat  undertaken  contrary  to  their  Incli- 
nation ; but  promifing  them,  upon  his  Word  of  Honour, 
that  after  the  rebellious  Province  was  fubdued,  and  the 
PaTa^e  of  the  Road  open  (in  order  to  which,  the  Repub- 

lick  would  affift  with  all  their  Forces)  all,  who  were  not 

willing 
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willing  to  follow  his  Fortune,  fhould  have  free  liberty  to 
depart.  Thus  he  induced  them  to  ferve  in  this  War,  by 
letting  them  know  they  were  not  in  a Condition  to  form 
any  other  Defigns : Upon  this  he  immediately  gave  Or- 
ders for  the  Expedition  of  TepeaW,  and  for  the  prefent 
quieted  the  Mutineers. 

Cortez  drew  out  eight  Thoufand  choice  Tlafcalans , 
divided  into  Troops  according  to  their  Cuftom,  command- 
ed by  Captains,  of  whole  Valour  he  had  made  proof  in 
his  Engagements  with  the  Mexicans , and  left  to  his  new 
Friend  Xicotencal  the  Care  ol  bringing  up  the  reft  of  the 
Tlafcdlan  Forces.  After  having  drawn  up  his  Men,  he 
number’d  four  hundred  and  twenty  Spaniards,  including  the 
Officers,  and  fixteen  Horfe.  The  Foot,  for  the  moft  part, 
were  armed  with  Pikes,  Swords,  and  Targets,  fome  Crofs- 
Bows,  and  a few  Fire-Arms ; for  the  want  of  Powder  obliged 
them  to  leave  the  reft  with  Magifcatz>in.  The  Army 
marched  with  the  Acclamations  of  the  People,  the  T lafca- 
lan  Soldiers  ftiowed  a Chearfulnefs  which  prefaged  Victory, 
and  were  all  infpir’d  with  the  Dfefire  of  Revenge.  They 
halted  that  Day  in  a Village  of  the  Enemy’s,  three  Leagues 
from  Tlafcala,  and  five  from  Tepeaca , the  capital  Town, 
which  gave  the  Name  to  the  Province.  On  the  firft  fight 
of  the  Army  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Village  fled,  and  the 
advanced  Guard  could  only  take  fix  or  feven  Peafants,  who 
met  with  good  Treatment  that  Night  among  the  Spaniards , 
much  againft  the  Will  of  the  Tlafcalans',  who  would  have 
given  them  a different  Entertainment.  In  the  Morning  the 
General  ordered  them  to  be  brought  before  him,  and  en- 
couraging them  by  fome  Prefen ts,  fet  them  at  liberty,  or- 
dering them,  for  the  Good  of  their  Country,  to  acquaint 
the  Caziques  and  principal  Men  of  Tepeaca , ‘That  he  was 
come  with  an  Army  to  revenge  the  Deaths  of  thofe  Spaniards, 
ivhom  they  had  Jo  treacherously  killed ; as  likewife  their  Re- 
volt, contrary  to  the  Obedience  they  had  fzvorn  to  the  King  : 
but  that , neverthelefs,  if  they  would  take  up  Arms  againfl 
the  Mexicans,  in  which  they  jhould  be  affijled  both  by  the 
Spaniards  and  Tlafcalans,  he  would  grant  a general  Pardon , 
and  receive  them  into  his  Friend (hip,  freeing  them  from  the 
Misfortunes  of  a War  which  ]ujlly  threaten'd  them,  and  in 
which  he  jhould  be  obliged  to  treat  them  with  the  utmojl  Ri- 
gour. 
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The  Indians  departed  with  this  Meffage,  and  forne, 
friendly  Affuranccs  which  Marina  and  ylgmiar  gave,  them, 
encouraging  them  to  return  without  any  Fqar,  tho  the 
Propofals  of  Peace  ihould  be  rejected  ; and  accordingly 
they  return’d  the  next  day  accompanied  by  two  M$xicans> 
who  came  in  the  nature  of  Spies,  left  the  T'epeacans 
Ihould  make  any  Alteration  in  the  Exprqflions  of  their  refu- 
fal,  which  was  rude  and  indolent,  viz,.  That  they  did  not  de- 
fire  Peace,  and  would  not  long  delay  to  take  the  Field  in 
fearch  of  their  Enemies,  whom  they  would  carry  bound  to 
the  Altars  of  their  Gods.  To  which  they  added  other  in- 
jurious Terms  and  Threats,  as  People  who  depended  upon 
the  Numbers  of  their  Troops.  But  Cortez,  not  (atisfied  with 
this  Anfwer,  made  them  a fecond  Offer  for  his  greater 
Juftification ; wherein  he  protefte'd,  That  if  they  did  not 
accept  the  Conditions  he  propofed,  he  would  deftroy 
them  with  Fire  and  Sword  as  Traitors  to  hi?  King ; and 
that  all  who  furviv’d,  Ihould  be  Slaves  to  the  Conque- 
rors. This  the  Interpreters  notified  to  the  Envoys,  and 
alfo  gave  them  a Copy  of  the  fame  in  Writing;  not  that 
they  could  read  it,  but 'that  fo  fevere  a Meffage  committed 
to  Paper,  might  redouble  their  Fear  : for  as  they  greatly 
wonder’d  at  the  Myftery  of  writing,  and, thought  it  aitogerher 
fupernatural  for  the  Spaniards  to  talk  and  underhand  each 
other  at  a diftance,  Cortex  had  a mind  to  ftrike  the  Eye 
with  that  which  fo  much  furpriz’d  them,  and  to  give  them 
Terror  by  the  way  of  Wonder.  But  this  Artifice  ferv’d  to 
little  purpofe  ; for  the  fecond  Anfwer  was  niore  in/olent 
than  the  firft,  and  at  the  lame  time  ca,me  an  Account 
that  the  Enemy’s  Army  was  marching  with  great  diligence. 
Jrkman  Cortez,  refolv’d  to  meet  them,  and  fo  foon  as  he 
had  put  his  Men  in  order,  began  his  March  without  flay- 
ing either  to  inftrubf  or  animate  them;  for  the  Spaniards 
were  well  acquainted  with  the  Indian  manner  of  Fighting, 
and  the  <Tla]calans  were  fo  defirous  to  engage,  that  the 
greateft  difficulty  was  to  hinder  them  from  tailing  on. 

The  Enemy  lay  in  Ambufh  in  forne  Fields  of  Maiz, 
which  grows  very  thick  in  that  fertile  Country,  and  might 
have  turn’d  to  their  Advantage,  had  they  ufed  more  Precau- 
tion ; but  their  own  natural  Impatience  difeover  d them  at 
a diftance,  and  the  Vant-Guard  fent  the  General  an 
Account  of  it  fo  feafonably,  that  they  had  time  to 
prepare,  and  drew  near  the  Ambufcade  in  good  Order, 
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tho’  feemingly  after  a carelefs  manner.  Cortez,  found  it 
neceflfary  to  extend  his  Batallions,  in  order  to  fecure  his 
Rear,  after  which  he  began  the  Engagement ; and  the  Mexi- 
cans, who  Were  plac’d  in  the  Van,  found  themfelves  at- 
tack’d on  all  Sides  juft  as  they  were  preparing  to  fall  on 
their  Adverfary’s  Rear.  The  very  firft  Charge  put  them 
into  Confufion,  and  all  who  could  not  fave  themfelves  by 
Flight,  were  cut  to  pieces.  Cortez^,  continu’d  advancing 
in  good  Order,  and  as  the  Arrows  and  miftive  Weapons 
of  the  Indians  loft  their  Force  among  the  Canes  of  Maiz, 
the  Spaniards  made  a terrible  carnage  with  their  Swords 
and  Pikes.  The  Enemies  rallied,  and  flood  a fecond  Attack 
with  the  utmoft  Obftinacy;  notwithftanding  which,  Victory 
quickly  declar’d  for  the  Spaniards , for  the  Mexicans  gave 
way,  and  quitted  not  only  the  Field,  but  the  whole  Country, 
feeking  Refuge  among  fome  others  of  their  Confederates ; 
the  Tepeacans  follow’d  their  Example  retiring  in  the 
fame  diforder,  and  were  fo  intimidated,  that  the  very  fame 
Night  they  fent  fome  Deputies,  and  offer’d  to  furrender 
their  City,  begging  Quarter,  and  abandoning  themfelves 
to  the  Difcretion  and  Clemency  of  the  Conqueror. 

I n this  Engagement  the  Enemy  loft  the  greateft  part  of 
their  Troops,  abundance  were  taken  Prifoners,  and  the 
Booty  was  very  confiderable.  The  Tlafcalans  behav’d  them- 
felves valiantly,  and  what  was  more  extraordinary,  were  fo 
obfervant  of  Orders,  and  fo  much  better  difciplin’d  than 
formerly,  that  they  only  loft  two  or  three  Men.  The  Spa- 
niards loft  one  Horfe,  and  were  fome  of  them  wounded,  but 
fo  (lightly,  that  they  did  not  quit  their  Poll : The  day  fol- 
lowing, Cortez,  march’d  into  the  City,  and  both  the  Civil 
and  Military  Officers,  with  all  the  common  People,  pre- 
fented  themfelves  before  him  without  Arms,  appearing  like 
Criminals,  and  acknowledging  their  Guilt  both  by  their 
Looks  and  Silence. 

When  they  drew  near,  they  humbled  themfelves  be- 
fore him  with  their  Faces  to  the  very  Ground,  and  Cortez, 
was  oblig’d  to  encourage  them  before  they  had  the  Bold- 
nefs  to  lift  up  their  Eyes.  Fie  order’d  his  Interpreters  to 
proclaim  King  Charles  with  a loud  Voice,  and  a general 
Pardon  in  his  Name  ; which  was  no  fooner  done,  than  the 
Indians  laid  afide  their  Fear,  and  both  by  Words  and 
A&ions  declar’d  their  Joy.  The  Tlafcalans  were  o'rder’d  to 
quarter  without  the  Town,  as  having  been  more  ac- 
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cuftom’d  to  treat  their  Enemies  ill  than  rb  obey  Orders. 
Hernan  Cortez,  and  the  Spaniards  lodg’d  in  the  City  with 
all  the  Caution  that  was  neceflary,  till  they  were  fully  con- 
vincd  ot  the  Sincerity  of  the  Indians;  lor  in  reality  the 
Mexicans  had  pufhd  them  on  to  murther  the  Spaniards , 
and  afterwards  to  take  up  Arms. 

The  People  of  Tepeaca  were  now  fo  mortified  for  having 
put  themfelves  a fecond  time  under  the  intolerable  Yoak  of' 
the  Mexicans , who  tho’  they  came  as  Friends,  ufurp’d  a Power 
over  their  Eftates,  their  Honours,  and  their  very  Lives,  that 
they  requefted  Cortez  to  take  their  City  under  his  Pro- 
tection ; of  which  Opportunity  he  made  ule,  to  build  a 
Fortrels  in  the  place,  in  order  to  keep  them  in  Obe- 
dience ; but  his  chief  View  was  to  fecure  the  Paftage  to 
Vera  Cruz,,  for  which  this  place  lay  very  convenient, 
and  being  naturally  ftrong,  was  eafily  made  defenfible  by 
Art.  They  drew  a Trench  round  the  City,  which  they 
palifadoed,  inclofing  thofe  parts  of  the  Hill  where  it 
was  of  eafieft  accefs,  and  in  the  higheff  part  they  rais’d 
a Work  of  fome  Strength  like  a Caftle,  which  waselfeem’d 
a fufficient  Security  againft  any  accident  that  could  happen 
in  the  Wars  of  that  Country.  The  Work  was  fo  vigoroufly 
ply’d  by  the  Inhabitants  and  their  Neighbours,  that  they  put 
it  in  a condition  of  Defence  in  few  days.  Cortez,  left  there 
a Garrifon  of  fome  Spanifb  Soldiers,  calling  it  Segura 
de  la  Frontera  ; and  this  was  the  fecond  Settlement  of 
the  Spaniards  in  the  Mexican  Empire. 

But  firff,  that  they  might  be  the  lefs  embarafted  in  this 
Work,  they  fent  all  their  Prifoners,  under  a ftrong  Guard 
to  cTlafcal&>  to  be  fold  for  Slaves ; a piece  of  Inhumanity, 
which  was  begun  in  the  Iflands,  to  ftuke  a Terror  into  the 
rebel  Indians.  We  do  not  mention  this,  as  if  its  having 
been  practis’d  before  were  any  Juftification  of  it ; on  the 
contrary,  we  think  him  who  imitates  a bad  ACtion,  as  blame- 
able  as  the  Man  who  firft  fet  the  Example. 

But  it  was  not  long  before  the  Emperor  put  a flop  to 
this  Abufe,  with  a fevere  Reprimand,  notwithftanding  it 
was  reprefented  to  him  in  the  moft  favourable  Light,  and 
fupported  by  all  the  Arguments  that  could  poffibly  be 
urg’d,  to  prove  Slavery,  among  Chriftians,  lawful.  It  was 
a Point  which  occafion’d  long  Difputes,  but  this  truly  reli- 
gious and  compaflionate  Prince  leaving  Controverfies  to 
Divines,  ordered  the  Indians  to  be  fet  at  liberty  whenever 
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the  Law  of  Arms  would  permit  it  ; that  in  the  mean  time, 
they  fhould  be  treated  as  Prifoners  of  War,  and  not  as 
Slaves.  A Refolution  worthy  of  a great  King,  wherein  he 
equally  difplay’d  his  Prudence  and  his  Piety ; for  as  it 
would  not  have  confifted  with  good  Politicks  to  lelTen 
the  Number  of  his  Subjects  by  augmenting  that  of  his 
Slaves,  fo  neither  would  it  become  the  Catholick  Reli- 
gion, by  permitting  the  ufe  of  Chains  and  Whips,  to  difcre- 
dit  a Caufe  fo  ftrongly  fupported  by  Reafon. 


CHAP.  IV. 

Hernan  Cortez  fends  federal  Captains  to  re- 
duce fome  rebellious  Towns,  and  goes  himfelf 
to  Guacachula  again fl  an  Army  of  Mexi- 
cans drawn  together  to  defend  their  Frontiers. 

H E Spaniards  had  not  long  taken  up  their  Quar- 
ters in  Hepeaca , when  Xicotencal  arriv’d  with  the 
reft  of  his  Troops,  which,  as  fome  fay,  increas’d 
the  Auxiliary  Army  of  the  Tlafcalans  to  fifty  thoufand 
Men.  It  was  neceftary,  in  order  to  quiet  the  Minds  of 
the  Tepeacans , who  were  jealous  of  fuch  a Neighbourhood, 
to  give  the  Troops  employment ; and  Hernan  Cortez^  know- 
ing that  three  or  four  Places  of  that  Province,  fupported 
by  the  Mexicans , held  out  againft  him,  fent  feveral  Cap- 
tains, attended  each  of  them  by  twenty  or  thirty  Spaniards , 
and  a confiderable  Body  of  'Tlafcalans , with  Orders  to  en- 
deavour the  Reduction  of  the  Rebels  by  gentle  Means, 
and  if  thefe  prov’d  ineffectual,  to  chaftife  their  Obftinacy. 
They  met  with  refiftance  from  all,  and  were  oblig’d  to 
make  ufe  of  Force,  but  compafs’d  their  Defign  without  the 
lofs  of  a Man,  and  the  Captains  return’d  victorious,  ha- 
ving fubjeCted  the  rebel  Towns,  and  overthrown  the  Mexi- 
cans, who  being  broken  and  terrified,  fled  to  the  other 
fide  of  the  Mountains.  The  Booty  they  gain’d  in  the  chafe 
of  their  Enemies,  and,  in  the  feditious  Towns,  was  very 

rich 
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rich  and  abundant  in  all  kinds.  The  Prifoners  exceeded 
the  Number  of  the  Conquerors  ; ’tis  (aid  they  made  above 
two  thoufand  in  the  Town  of  ‘Tecamachalco,  where  the  Pu- 
nifhment  fell  heavy,  that  being  the  Place  where  the  Spa- 
niards were  murthered;  and  now  they  were  no  longer  called 
Prifoners,  but  Captives,  till  being  expos’d  to  Sale,  they  Jolt 
that  Name,  and  were  deliver’d  oyer  into  Perfonal  Slave- 
ry, by  receiving  in  their  Faces  the  cruel  Marks  of  a mifera- 
ble  Servitude. 

About  this  time,  according  . to  the  Accounts  they  had 
fome  little  while  after,  died  the  Emperor  .who  fucceeded 
Motez^uma,  who,  as  we  have  laid,  was  called  Quetlavaca , 
Lord  of  Mtapalapa  ; upon  which  the  Electors  aifembled, 
and  conferr’d  the  Inveftiture  of  the  Empire  on  Guatimozjn , 
Nephew  and  Son-in-law  to  Motezjttma.  He  was  a young 
Man  about  twenty  five  Years  old,  of  fo  much  Spirit  and 
Vigilance,  that  contrary  to  the  manner  of  his  Predeceffor, 
he  entirely  gave  himfelf  up  to  the  Care  of  the  Publick, 
being  defirous  immediately  to  fliew  the  Advantages  of  Go- 
vernment when  plac’d  in  proper  Hands.  He  knew  what 
the  Spaniards  u'ere  doing  in  the  Province  of  Tcpeaca,  and 
forefeeing  the  Defigns  they  might  form  when'  ailifted  by 
the  united  Forces  of  the  ‘Tlafcalans  and  other  neighbouring 
Provinces,  he  began  to  have  thofe  reafonable  apprehenfions 
which  are  neceffary  to  prudent  Meafures. 

He  made  thofe  Difpofitions  which  greatly  recommend- 
ed the  beginnings  of  his  Reign  ; he  encourag’d  the  Soldiers 
with  Rewards  and  Privileges,  and  gain’d  the  applaufe  of 
the  People,  by  freeing  them  from  all  Tributes  fo  long  as 
the  War  fhould  laft.  He  ingratiated  himfelf  with  the  No- 
bility, by  admitting  them  into  his  Prefence,  and  by  mode- 
rating that  excefs  of  Adoration  to  which  his  Preaeceffors 
endeavour’d  to  raife  the  Refped  of  the  People.  He  made 
Prefents  to  the  Caziques  on  the  Frontiers,  exhorting  them 
to  Fidelity,  and  the  Defence  of  their  Governments;  and 
that  they  might  not  have  reafon  to  complain  that  he  left 
the  whole  load  of  the  War  upon  them,  he  Pent  an  Army  of 
thirty  thoufand  Men  for  their  Support  and  Encouragement. 
But  notwithflanding  thefe  Preparations  of  the  Mexican 
Emperor,  thofe  who  are  envious  of  the  Glory  of  our  Na- 
tion, are  fo  void  of  Shame,  as  to  maintain  that  we  engag’d 
with  Brutes,  void  of  Reafon,  who  only  affembled  to  give 
way  to  the  Wiles  and  Artifices,  rather  than  the  Courage  and 
Conftancy  of  the  Spaniards . Cortez 
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Cortez  receiv’d  an  Account  that  this  Army  was  upon- 
the  Frontiers,  which  was  confirm’d  by  three  or  four  No- 
bles, fent  by  the  Cazique  of  Guacachula,  a populous  war- 
like City,  fituate  on  the  Road  to  Mexico , and  a Place, 
which  the  new  Emperor  looked  on  as  one  of  the  Ramparts 
of  his  Empire.  They  came  to  requeft  Succour  againft  the 
Mexicans , complaining  of  their  Violences  and  OppreE 
fions,  and  offering  to  take  up  Arms  againft  them  fo  foon  as. 
the  Spaniards  fhould  come  within  fight  of  their  Town.  They 
made  the  Undertaking  appear  eafy  and  juft,  faying,  that 
their  Cazique  ought  to  be  affifted  as  a VafTal  of  the  King 
of  Spain , being  one  of  thofe  who  promis’d  Obedience 
to  him  in  the  Aftembly  of  the  Nobility  called  together  by 
the  Orders  of  Motezuma.  Cortez,  ask’d  them  what  Force 
the  Enemy  had  in  thofe’  Parts  ? they  told  him  twenty  Thou- 
fand  in  the  Diftriffc  of  their  City,  and  ten  Thoufand  more 
in  another  City  call’d  Tzucan , four  Leagues  from  them, 
but  that  in  Guacachula  and  its  Dependencies,  they  could, 
raife  a very  confiderable  Number  of  Men  courageous  and 
provok’d,  who  would  be  glad  of  the  Opportunity  to  take 
up  Arms.  Cortez  examin’d  them  very  carefully,  asking 
divers  Queftions,  that  he  might  difcover  the  Intentions  of 
their  Cazique,  and  they  gave  fo  good  an  account  of  them- 
felves,  as  fully  perfuaded  him  of  their  Sincerity : and  tho’ 
he  fhould  have  had  fome  remaining  fufpicion,  he  would  at 
that  time  have  diftembled  it ; for  in  cafe  the  Treaty  could 
not  have  been  depended  on,  it  was  neverthelefs  neceffary 
to  drive  away  the  Enemy,  and  fubjecf  the  Frontier  Towns, 
before  the  Mexicans  came  with  a greater  Force  to  defend 
them. 

C o rt  e z apply’d  himfelf  fo  earneftly  to  this  Enterprize, 
that  the  very  fame  Day  he  form’d  an  Army  of  three  Hun- 
dred Spaniards,  twelve  or  thirteen  Horfe,  and  above 
thirty  Thoufand  <Tlafcalans,  under  the  Command  of 
Colonel  Chrijlopher  de  Olid  and  after  he  had  made  the 
Difpofition,  he  fo  quickly  put  it  in  Execution,  that  the 
Army  march’d  next  Morning  : they  carry’d  the  Envoys  fent 
from  Guacachula  with  them,  and  had  Orders  to  advance 
with  Circumfpedfion  till  they  came  near  the  City  ; and  in 
cafe  they  fufpe&ed  any  Treachery,  to  endeavour  engaging 
the  Mexicans  in  fome  advantageous  Poft,  and  breaking 
them  before  they  attack’d  the  Town. 


They 
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They  all  march’d  on  very  chearful  and  courageous,  till 
at  fix  Leagues  from  Tepeaca  and  almofl  at  the  lame  diftance 
from  Guacachula , (where  the  Army  made  a halt)  they  found 
it  rumour’d  among  the  Peafimts  of  the  Country,  but  without 
any  good  foundation,  that  the  Emperor  of  Mexico  was  on 
the  March  with  his  whole  Force  to  relieve  thole  Cities. 
The  Soldiers  of  dSfarbaez,  believ’d  the  Report,  and  lo 
multiply ’d  the  Enemy’s  Forces  in  their  Imagination,  that 
without  hark’ning  to  Reafon,  or  obeying  Orders,  they 
plainly  and  infolently  protefled,  that  they  would  march 
no  farther  : So  that  Chrtjiopher  de  Olid  grew  angry,  and 
in  a contemptuous  manner  bid  them  return,  threatning 
them  with  the  Difpleafure  of  Cortez,,  lince  they  were  not 
touch’d  with  the  Difhonour  of  their  Retreat : But  as  he 
was  preparing  to  profecute  his  March  without  them,  there 
happen’d  a new  Accident,  which,  if  it  did  not  alto- 
gether {hake  his  Conflancy,  yet  rifqu’d  the  Succefs  of  the 
Expedition. 

They  faw  feveral  Bodies  of  arm’d  Men  defeending  from 
the  Tops  of  the  neighbouring  Mountains,  and  advancing  with 
more  than  ordinary  Diligence  ; and  Chrijlopher  de  Olid  be- 
lieving the  Mexicans  were  coming  to  attack  him,  he  im- 
mediately drew  up  his  Men  in  Order : In  which  he  acted 
rightly,  for  excellive  Care  never  yet  did  Hurt  in  an  Army, 
But  lome  Florle,  whom  he  had  fent  before  to  gain  In- 
telligence, return’d  with  an  Account,  that  it  was  the  Ca- 
zique  of  GuaxoZjingo , with  others  of  his  confederate  Ca- 
ziques,  who  were  come  to  affifl  the  Spaniards  in  their 
War  again!!  the  Mexicans ; who  had  already  ravag’d  their 
Frontiers,  and  threaten’d  their  Dominions.  Upon-  this, 
Olid  order’d  their  Troops  to  halt,  and  the  Caziques  to 
come  before  him ; which  was  prefently  done  : But  that 
which  fhould  have  given  them  all  entire  Satisfaction,  oc- 
cafion’d  a lecond  Uneafinefs  in  the  Soldiers ; it  began 
among  the  ‘Ilafcalans,  and  prefently  infeCted  the  Spa- 
niards : For  they  both  declar’d,  that  thofe  People  were 
not  to  be  trulted,  that  their  Friendfhip  was  feign’d,  and 
that  they  were  fent  by  the  Mexicans , to  fervehhem,  by 
falling  on  the  Spaniards  during  the  Engagement.  Chnfio- 
pher  de  Olid  heard  them,  and  without  enquiring  fuffici- 
ently  into  the  Matter,  enter’d  too  lightly  into  their  Sufi 
picions,  prefently  feiz’d  the  Caziques,  and  fent  them 
away  to  Tepeaca , for  Cortezj  to  determine  concerning 

F them. 
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them  : An  inconfiderate  Adtion,  by  which  he  ran  the  rifque 
oh  railing  a Diflurbance  between  his  own  People,  and 
thole  who  really  came  as  Friends.  The  latter  however  con- 
tinu’d in  their  Poll,  notwithflanding  they  found  they  were 
diftrufted,  declaring  themfelves  fatisfy’d  to  have  the  Matter 
referr’d  to  Cortez, ; and  the  Spaniards  did  not  dare  to  difturb 
them,  becaufe  they  had  lent  an  Account  of  the  matter,  and 
were  oblig’d  to  Hay  for  Orders. 

T h e Prifoners  in  a very  Ihort  time  were  brought  before 
Cortez j,  complaining  with  a good  deal  of  Reafon  of  Chri- 
Jlopher  de  Olid  ; faying,  they  were  not  fo  much  concern’d 
at  the  Difgrace  offer’d  to  their  Perfons,  as  at  the  Sufpicion 
of  their  Fidelity.  Cortez,  heard  them  with  great  Benignity, 
and  ordering  their  Irons  to  be  taken  off,  endeavour’d  to  latisfy 
them,  and  to  regain  their  good  Opinion  ; for  he  found  in 
them  all  the  Marks  that  ufually  diftinguifh  Truth  from 
Deceit.  But  upon  further  Confideration , he  found  it 
would  be  neceuary  to  carry  on  this  Enterprize  in  Per- 
fon  ; the  Dillrull  which  his  Indian  Allies  had  of  each  other, 
and  the  Uneafinefs  among  the  Spaniards,  Teeming  to 
threaten  fome  fatal  Event.  He  prefently  prepar’d  for 
his  Journey,  and  leaving  in  Charge  with  the  Magillrates 
of  Juftice  the  Government  of  his  new  Settlement,  he 
fet  out  with  the  Caziques,  and  a fmail  Efcort,  with  filch 
Diligence,  and  fo  eager  a Defire  to  remove  all  Im- 
pediments to  the  Undertaking,  that  in  few  hours  he  came 
up  with  the  Army.  Every  body  was  pleas’d  with  his  Pre- 
fence ; Tilings  look’d  after  another  manner ; and  the  Storm, 
that  was  beginning  to  gather,  difpers’d.  He  reprimanded 
Chriflopher  de  Olid , not  for  lending  him  an  Account  of  the 
accident,  lince  he  was  fo  near ; but  for  difcovering  his  Jea- 
loufy  by  the  Imprifonment  of  the  Caziques.  And  having 
join’d  all  the  Forces,  without  any  further  delay  he  march’d  on 
to  Gmcachula,  ordering  the  Envoys  from  that  City  to  go  and 
inform  their  Cazique,  where  he  was,  and  what  Forces  he  had 
brought  along  with  him  5 not  that  he  flood  in  need  of 
any  Offers  from  him,  but  that  he  might  not  treat  thofe 
as  Enemies,  whom  he  defir’d  by  gentle  Means  to  reduce, 
and  preferve  in  his  Intereft. 

The  Mexicans  were  pofled  on  the  farther  fide  of  the  City ; 
but  on  the  firll  Notice  from  their  Centinels,  they  advanc’d 
with  fo  much  Speed,  that  by  the  time  the  Spaniards  came 
within  Mufquet-lhot,  they  had  form’d  their  Army,  and  pof 
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fefs’d  themfelves  of  the  Road,  with  an  Intention  to  try  their 
Strength  under  Cover  of  the  Town  : The  Victory  was 
vigoroufly  difputed,  the  Mexicans  not  only  detending 
themfelves,  but  advancing  upon  their  Enemies,  with  all 
the  figns  of  a Refolution  to  maintain  their  Ground  to  the 
utmoft  : When  the  Cazique  ot  Guacachula  laid  hold  of 
this  Occafion,  to  give  a Proof  of  his  Fidelity,  falling  on 
their  Rear,  and  at  the  fame  time,  affaulting  them  from 
the  Walls  with  fuch  good  Order  and  Bravery,  as  much 
facilitated  the  Victory : And  in  a little  more  than  half 
an  Hour  the  Mexicans  were  entirely  defeated,  there  being 
but  few  who  were  not  either  kill’d  or  wounded. 

He  rnan  Cortez  quarter’d  his  Spaniards  within 
the  City;  and  without  the  Walls,  the  Tlajcalans  with  the 
reft  of  the  Confederates,  whole  Number  continually  in- 
creas’d : for  on  the  Report  of  his  carrying  on  that  War  in 
Perfon,  feveral  other  Caziques  who  had  fubmitted  to  tire 
King  of  Spain,  came  with  their  Troops  to  ferve  under 
his  Command  ; and  his  Army  was  fo  much  augment- 
ed, that,  according  to  his  own  Relation,  he  came  to 
Guacachula  with  above  One  Hundred  and  Twenty  Thou- 
fand  Men.  He  thank’d  the  Cazique,  and  the  Soldiers  of 
the  Country,  giving  them  intirely  the  Glory  ot  the  Succefs ; 
and  they  in  return  offer’d  to  march  with  him  to  Toucan, 
not  without  an  Opinion  of  their  being  neceftary,  on  ac- 
count of  the  Knowledge  they  had  of  the  Country,  and 
the  Proofs  they  had  given  of  their  Valour.  The  Mexi- 
cans had  in  that  Town,  as  the  Cazique  reported,  above 
Ten  Thoufand  Men  in  Garrifon,  behdes  thofe  who  had 
efcap’d  from  the  Battle.  The  Inhabitants,  with  all  the  Peafants 
of  the  DiftridT,  were  under  a Neceflity  of  declaring  agairft 
the  Spaniards.  The  Place  was  ftrong  by  Nature,  and  im- 
prov’d by  Walls  and  Ravelines,  which  flopp’d  the  Paflages 
between  the  Mountains : before  it  ran  a River  which  our 
Army  was  oblig’d  to  pafs : and  News  came,  that  tire  Enemy 
had  broke  the  Bridge,  in  order  to  difpute  the  Paffage.  All 
thefe  Circumftances  were  fufficient  to  make  them  look  upon 
this  Enterprize  as  no  inconfiderable  one,  and  advance  with 
their  whole  Force. 

Christopher  de  Olid  was  commanded  with  the 
Van-guard  to  pafs  the  River,  and  tho’  he  was  oppos’d  by  the 
greateft  part  of  the  Enemy’s  Troops,  he  threw  himfelf  into 
the  Water,  and  gain’d  the  oppofite  Shore  ; advancing  with 

fo 
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fo  much  Refolution,  and  fo  little  Fear  of  Danger,  that  they 
kill’d  his  Horfe  under  him,  and  wounded  him  in  the  'Thigh : 
but  the  Enemy  fled  to  the  City,  which  they  thought  to  de- 
fend ; for  they  had  turn’d  out  all  the  ufelefs  Men,  Women, 
and  Children,  referving  Three  Thoufand  refolute  Peafants 
and  Provifions  for  many  days.  The  condition  of  the  Walls, 
and  the  number  of  the  Defendants,  ftruck  the  Eyes  of  the 
Befiegers,  and  made  them  conclude,  that  the  AiTault 
would  coft  them  a great  many  Lives ; but  the  Army 
had  fcarce  pafs’d  the  River,  and  receiv’d  Orders  for  the. 
Attack,  when  at  once  the  Cries  of  the  Enemy  ceafed,  and 
the  whole  Garrifon  difappear’d.  Cortez,  might  have  fuf- 
pedted  fome  Stratagem,  if  at  the  fame  time  he  had  not 
difcover’d  the  flight  of  the  Mexicans  towards  the  Moun- 
tains ; he  detach’d  fome  Companies  of  Spaniards  and  the 
greateft  part  of  the  Tlafcalans  to  purfue  them,  and 
notwithftanding  the  Enemy  had  the  fteepnefs  of  the  Hills 
to  aiflft  them,  they  were  broken  in  fo  fmall  a time,  that 
they  fcarce  had  leifure  to  face  about.  The  City  was  fo 
entirely  forfaken  by  the  Inhabitants,  that  they  only  found 
three  or  four  of  them  among  the  Prifoners,  by  whole 
means  Cortez,  endeavour’d  to  bring  back  the  reft,  fend- 
ing them  to  the  Woods,  whither  the  People  were  retir’d 
with  their  Families,  to  offer  them  a Pardon  in  the  name 
of  the  King,  and  good  Treatment  to  all  fuch  as  would 
return  to  their  Houfes ; which  fo  prevailed,  that  moft 
laid  hold  of  the  Opportunity,  and  returned  the  fame 
day : Cortez,  flay’d  there  two  or  three  days,  that  they 
might  recover  from  their  Fears  and  fubmit,  after  the 
Example  of  Guacachula.  At  the  fame  time  he  difmifs’d 
die  Troops  of  the  Caziques  who  were  in  Amity  with  him, 
dividing  with  them  the  Spoil,  of  both  Actions,  and  then 
returned  to  Tepeaca  with  the  Spaniards  and  Tlafcalans-, 
having  freed  the  Frontiers  from  the  Mexican  Troops,  reduc’d 
thofe  Cities  of  Importance  to  his  Obedience,  experienc’d 
the  Affedtion  of  his  Confederates,  and  difappointed  the  new 
Emperor  of  Mexico  in  his  firft  Deligns ; which  are  gene- 
rally obferved  as  Prognofticks  of  the  reft  of  a new  Reign, 
and  either  animate,  or  difeourage  the  Subjects,  according 
to  their  good  or  ill  Succefs. 

Bernal  Diaz  del  Castillo  will  not  allow  that 
Cortez,  was  in  this  Expedition  ; but  it  may  be  doubted 
whether  his  view  in  denying  it  be  not  to  excufe  himfelf, 

for 
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for  having  flay’d  in  Segura  de  la  Front  era,  as  he  confeffes  a' 
little  before ; or  elfe  he  has  been  carried  away  by  his  Incli- 
nation to  contradict  Franc ifco  Lopez,  de  Gomara  in  this,  as 
he  doth  in  every  thing  elfe  : for  all  other  Writers  affirm 
what  we  relate.  And  Hernan  Cortez,  himfelf  in  his  Letter 
to  the  Emperor,  dated  the  30th  of  October , 1510.  declares 
the  Motives  which  obliged  him  to  follow  the  Army.  I am 
forry  there  is  any  occalion  to  contradict  the  Author  whom 
I follow ; but  it  would  have  been  a Fault  inconfiftent 
with  the  Care  of  Cortez if  he  had  not  appeared  in  Perfon 
with  the  Troops,  at  a time  when  there  were  fuch  Jealoufies 
among  his  own  Soldiers,  fuch  Complaints  among  his  Con- 
federates, and  fo  much  Infolence  in  the  Troops  of  Nar - 
baez ; when  Chriflopher  de  Olid  himfelf,  who  commanded 
them,  inclined  to  countenance  their  Sufpicions  ; and  all 
together  endanger’d  the  Succefs  of  fo  important  an  Af- 
fair. Bernal  Diaz,  muft  excufe  me  ; he  may  have  wrote 
according  to  his  Opinion  in  this  cafe : notwithftanding 
which,  I muft  believe  it  more  likely  for  him  to  forget,  than 
that  fo  much  NegleCt  could  juftly  be  imputed  to  a Man 
of  his  General’s  Vigilance. 


CHAP.  V. 


Hernan  Cortez  makes  fome  Preparations  for 
the  Enter  prize  of  Mexico  3 he  accidentally 
receives  a Reinforcement  of  Spaniards,  re- 
turns to  Tlafcala,  and  finds  Magifcatzin 
dead. 


Ortez  Was  no  fboner  arrived  at  L'epeaca,  novv 
Segura  de  la  Frontera , but  he  received  an  Account 

that  his  Friend  Magifcatzin  was  at  the  point  of 

Death,  which  gave  him  great  Concern  : for  the  extraordinary 
AffeCtion  of  that  Senator  for  him,  had  unavoidably  engaged 
him  to  make  it  reciprocal ; and  defiring  now  to  give  him 
the  laft  Proof  of  his  Friendftiip,  he  immediately  difpatched 

G ‘ Father 
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Father  Bartolome  de  Olmedo  to  take  care  of  his  Soul,  by  en* 
deavouring  to  bring  him  into  the  Catholick  Church.  When 
this  Religious  Man  came  to  him,  he  was  almoft  fpent  with 
the  Violence  of  his  Diftemper,  but  very  fenfible,  and  well  diL 
pofed  to  receive  new  Impreflions;  for  he  was  difpleafed  with 
his  own  Religious  Rites,  and  the  Multiplicity  of  his  Gods, 
and  found  fewer  Obje&ions  againft  the  Religion  of  the  Spa- 
niards, as  being  more  conformable  to  natural  Reafon,  and 
he  feem’d  to  be  blind  rather  for  want  of  Light,  than  through 
any  DefecT  in  his  Eyes.  Father  Bartolome  had  but  little 
trouble  in  perfuading  him,  becaufe  he  found  him  fenfible  of 
his  Errors,  and  defirous  to  be  let  right : So  that  he  had  only 
occafion  to  inftrubt  him,  and  ufe  fome  Exhortations,  in  order 
to  touch  his  Heart,  and  beget  a Tranquillity  in  his  Soul. 
In  a very  little  time  he  with  great  earneftnefs  delired  Bap- 
tifm,  and  received  it  with  entire  Faith,  bellowing  the  fmaii 
Remainder  of  his  Life  in  fervent  Reflections  on  his  Hap- 
pinefs,  and  in  exhorting  his  Sons  to  quit  their  Idolatry, 
and  obey  his  Friend  Hernan  Cortez endeavouring  by  all 
means  the  Prefervation  of  the  Spaniards , which  they  fhould 
look  upon  as  their  own  Intereft,  for  that  he  forelaw  they 
would  gain  the  Dominion  of  thole  Countries.  Perhaps  he  was 
infpirea,  tho’  he  might  likewife,  from  what  had  happened, 
have  formed  an  Opinion,  which  People  afterwards  im- 
prov’d into  a Prophecy.  There  is  no  doubt  but  God  re- 
xvarded  him  with  that  extraordinary  Call  and  Difpolition  of 
Mind,  for  what  he  had  acTed  in  favour  of  the  Chriftians,  as 
he  had  made  him  the  principal  Inftrument  of  thole  frequent 
Succours,  for  which  they  Hood  indebted  to  the  Republick  of 
(Tlafcala.  He  was  a Man  of  moral  Virtues,  and  of  fo  great  a 
Capacity,  that  he  came  to  be  the  firfl  Man  of  the  Senate, 
and  in  a manner  governed  all  their  Refolutions  : for  all 
gave  way  to  his  Authority  and  good  Underflanding  ; and 
he  knew  how  to  manage  his  credit  with  all  the  Mode- 
ration becoming  a Member  of  that  Free  State.  Hernan 
Cortez,  was  extremely  concern’d  at  his  Death,  and  in  a 
manner  inconfolable  for  the  Lofs,  not  only  of  a Friend, 
but  an  able  Director  of  his  Defigns,  and  one  who  had 
perfectly  elfablifhed  him  in  the  Friendfhip  and  Refpedl  of 
the  whole  Republick.  But  Heaven,  which  always  leemed 
careful  to  fupport  the  General  under  his  Misfortunes,  fa- 
voured him  at  that  time  with  a Reinforcement,  which 
tpitigated  his  Grief,  and  raifed  his  Hopes. 
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A Ship  of  moderate  Burden  arrrived  at  St. Juan  de 
Vina,  and  brought  thirteen  Spanif)  Soldiers,  two  Horfes, 
and  fome  Provilions  and  Ammunition,  which  Diego  Ve- 
la] ques  Pent  to  Pamphilo  de  Narbaez,,  taking  it  for  granted 
that  all  the  Conqueds  in  that  Country  were  his  own,  and 
the  Troops  of  Cortez,  at  his  Devotion.  Their  Commander 
was  Pedro  de  Barba , the  fame  who  was  Governour  of  the 
Havana,  when  Hernan  Cortez,  failed  from  the  Ille  of 
Cuba , having  by  his  Friendlhip  efcaped  the  lad  Snares  that 
were  laid  to  flop  his  Voyage.  Pedro  Cava  Hero,  who  com- 
manded on  the  Coafl,  no  fooner  difcovered  the  Veffel, 
but  he  went  out  in  a Boat  to  reconnoitre  : He  faluted  the 
new  Comers  with  great  Civility,  and  having  found,  by 
the  very  refpe&ful  manner  with  which  Pedro  de  Barba 
enquired  after  Pamphilo  de  Narbaez ,,  the  Defign  of  their 
coining,  anfwered  him  without  the  lead  hefitation, 
That  he  was  not  only  in  good  Health,  but  in  great  Pro- 
Jperity,  all  thoje  Country s having  fubmitted  to  him , and 
that  Cortez,  with  \ome  of  his  People,  was  fled  to  the  Moun- 
tains. If  this  Turn  can’t  be  defended  from  the  Reproach 
of  being  an  Untruth,  yet  at  lead  Cavallero  deferves  to  be 
commended  for  his  Readinefs  of  Thought,  which  induced 
them  to  land  without  the  lead  Didrud,  and  go  to  Vera 
Cruz >,  where  they  difcovered  the  Deceit,  and  found  them- 
felves  Prifoners  to  Cortez, ; Pedro  de  Barba  commending 
the  Stratagem  of  Cavallero  : for  in  reality  he  was  not  forty 
to  find  his  Friend  in  fo  good  a Condition. 

They  were  carry ’d  up  to  Segura  de  la  Frontera,  and 
Hernan  Cortez,  fhowed  a particular  Satisfaction  at  the 
happy  Arrival  of  more  Spaniards,  with  the  agreeable 
Circumdance  of  receiving  this  Succour  from  the  hands  of 
his  Enemy.  He  treated  Pedro  de  Barba  very  kindly,  and 

fave  him  a Company  of  Crofs-Bows,  upon  the  Confidence 
e h ,u  .1  his  Friendlhip : He  alfo  distributed  fome  Gifts 
among  tile  Soldiers,  upon  which  they  agreed  to  ferve  un- 
der his  Command.  He  afterwards  read  the  Letter  privately 
which  Pedro  de  Barba  brought  for  Narbaez ,.  In  which 
Diego  Velajques,  fuppofing  him  Mader  of  all  thofe  Con- 
queds,  gave  him  Orders  to  maintain  himfelf  there  at 
all  adventures  ; for  which  end  he  promifed  him  very  pow- 
erful Succours : and  ladly,  told  him,  that  if  Cortez^  was 
not  dead,  he  fhould  immediately  fend  him  away  with  a 
diffident  Guard ; for  that  he  had  received  exprefs  Orders 
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from  the  Bilhop  of  Burgos  to  fend  him  Priloner  to  Court : 
and  the  Confequence  of  this  Order  would  have  been  an 
Arreft  without  Appeal,  had  the  Affair  been  left  to  that 
Prelate,  who  was  an  Enemy  to  Cortez. ,,  and  who,  from 
the  great  pains  he  took  to  favour  Diego  Delajques,  gave 
caufe  to  fear,  that  he  meant  to  make  an  Example  of  Cortez^ 
in  the  moft  publick  manner,  and  to  difguife  a particular 
Revenge  under  the  Appearance  of  Juft  ice.  About  eight 
Days  alter  arrived  a fecond  Veffel  with  another  Reinforce- 
ment for  Pamphilo  de  Narbaezj , which  Pedro  Caballero 
feiz’d  after  the  lame  manner : She  brought  eight  Soldiers 
and  a Mare,  with  a confiderable  Quantity  of  Arms  and 
Ammunition,  under  the  Command  of  Captain  Rodrigo 
Morejon  de  Lobera ; they  all  immediately  went  to  Segura , 
and  lifted  themfelves  as  the  others  had  done  before  them : 
Thefe  Succours  came  by  a way  fp  unlooked  for,  that 
Pieman  Cortez,  confidered  them  as  good  Omens,  and 
Forerunners  of  future  Succefs. 

But  at  the  fame  time  his  Thoughts  were  employed 
about  the  Preparations  for  his  Enterprize.  Ele  had  already 
refolved  upon  the  Conqueft  of  Mexico-,  and  the  great 
Numbers  of  Allies  by  which  he  found  himfelf  fupported 
in  his  laft  Expedition,  confirmed  his  Refolution  : But  the 
Paftage  of  the  Lake  was  the  grand  and  unavoidable  Diffi-  - 
culty,  and  gave  him  great  Concern ; for  after  the  Enemy 
had  once  found  out  the  Secret  of  breaking  the  Bridges  of 
the  Caufeways,  there  was  no  depending  upon  portable- 
Bridges,  which  were  only  to  be  ufed  when  they  were 
pinched  in  Time;  wherefore  he  began  to  think  of  building 
twelve  or  thirteen  Brigantines,  which  Ihould  be  able  to  re- 
fill the  Indian  Canoes,  andtranfport  his  Troops  to  the  City; 
which  he  propofed  to  carry  in  pieces  on  the  Shoulders  of 
the  Indian  P’amenes  for  fourteen  or  fifteen  Leagues  at  leaft 
of  very  bad  Way  over  the  Mountains  of  Dlafcala , to  a River 
near  the  Lake.  lie  had  a very  lively  Imagination,  and  was 
naturally  an  Enemy  to  thofe  lazy  Spirits  who  fancy  difficult 
things  to  be  impoflible. 

EIe  communicated  his,  thoughts  to  Martin  Lopez on 
whofe  Ingenuity  and  great  Abilities  he  depended  for  the 
compalfing  this  important  Defign  ; and  finding  he  did  not 
only  approve  of  it,  but  alfo  undertook  to  execute  it  with 
eafe,  he  fent  him  before  to  Tlajcala , with  all  the  Spamjh 
Soldiers  who  had  any  skill  in  the  Carpenter’s  Trade,  m 
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order  to  begin  the  Work,  with  a fufficient  number  of 
Indians  to  cut  Wood,  or  do  any  other  Service  for  which 
there  might  be  occafion.  At  the  fame  time  he  order’d  the 
Iron-work  and  Rigging,  and  whatever  had  been  preferv’d 
out  of  the  Ships  that  were  funk,  to  be  brought  up  from 
Vera  Cruz,  ; and  having  obferved,  that  thofe  Mountains 
produced  Trees  which  afford  a kind  of  Rofin,  he  drew  out 
fuch  a quantity  as  was  neceffary  for  the  careening  of  his 
Barks. 

H e was  in  want  of  Powder,  but  foon  found  means  to 
make  very  good  ; fending  to  fearch  for  Sulphur,  (of  whole 
Ufe  the  Indians  were  utterly  ignorant)  in  the  Volcano  dif- 
coverd  by  Diego  de  Ordaz,,  for  he  believ’d  they  could  not 
fail  of  finding  it  there  ; and  fome  Spanijh  Soldiers,  amon<r 
whom  they  name  Juan  de  Laet  a Montano , and  a Mefa  be- 
longing to  the  Artillery,  offer’d  themfelves  for  the  Ser- 
vice, and  in  fine,  return’d  with  as  much  Sulphur  as  was 
wanted.  Cortez,  was  every  where,  and  over-law  all  that 
was  done  ; fo  far  from  being  fatigued,  that  the  Pains  he  took 
rather  feem’d  a Refrefhmenr. 

W hen  this  Affair  was  over,  he  began  to  think  of 
returning  to  Tlafcala,  to  haffen  as  much  as  he  could  the 
Preparations  for  his  Expedition  ; and  before  he  went,  he 
left  his  Inffrudions  with  the  new  Council  of  Segura,  and 
appointed  Captain  Francisco  de  Oroz>co  Commander  of  the 
Garrifon,  with  about  twenty  Spanijh  Soldiers,  and  the  Militia 
of  the  Country  at  his  difpofal. 

H e refolv  d to  enter  the  City  in  Mourning  for  the  Death 
of  Magijcatz,in,  for  which  end  both  he  and  his  Captains 
cover’d  their  Arms  with  the  Manufacture  of  the  Country 
dyed  black.  They  made  their  Entry  without  any  other 
Pomp,  than  that  of  good  Order,  and  profound  Silence  ob- 
ferv’d  among  the  Soldiers,  which  help’d  to  declare  their 
General  s Grief.  Both  Nobles  and  Commonalty  receiv’d 
this  Demonffration  of  Concern  with  great  Applaufe  ; for 
they  all  refpeCted  the  deceafed  as  the  Father  of  their  Coun- 
try : and  tho  there  is  no  doubt  but  that  Cortez,  was  fincere- 
ly  affeCted  with  the  lofs  which  he  very  often  lamented,  and 
had  reafon  fo  to  do,  yet  it  is  likely  he  had  a fartherView  in 
putting  on  Mourning,  which  was  to  gain  the  Affecffions  of 
the  People. 

The  Senate  had  not  fill’d  up  the  Place  of  Magifcat - • 
zjn,  (who,  as  one  of  the  Caz,iques  of  the  Republick,  had 
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govern’d  the  principal  Divifion  of  the  City)  that  Cortez. > 
mi"ht  eled  a Perfon  to  fucceed  him,  or  that  they  might 
ad  according  to  his  Opinion  in  their  Choice  : Cortez,  conn- 
dering the  refped  due  to  the  Memory  of  the  deceafed, 
recommended  his  eldeft  Son,  and  fo  order’d  matters,  that 
he  was  unanimoufly  chofen.  He  was  a young  Man  of 
Judgment  and  Courage,  and  of  fo  much  Spirit,  that  he 
mounted  the  Tribunal  without  Surprize  or  being  at  a lofs 
in  matters  of  Government  ; and  finally,  he  gave  luch  Proofs 
of  his  Capacity  in  the  moft  eiTential  Point,  that  in  a little 
time  he  earnefily  defil’d  Baptifm,  and  receiv’d  it  with  pub- 
lick  Solemnity,  taking  upon  him  the  Name  of  Don  Lo- 
renZjO  de  MagifcatZjin : a wonderful  Etfed  of  the  Arguments 
he  had  heard  Father  Bartolome  de  Olmedo  employ  in  the 
Converfion  of  his  Father,  which  having  meditated  and  di- 
gefted,  he  came  by  degrees  to  a Senle  of  his  Error.  At 
this  time  alfo  the  Caz.i(\ue  of  Tz.ucan  was  baptized,  a 
Youth  who  came  to  Tlafcala  with  the  Enfigns  of  his  new 
Command,  and  to  thank  Cortez,  for  having  determined  a 
Suit  in  his  Favour,  which  had  been  commenced  againfl 
him  by  his  Relations  concerning  the  Inheritance  of  his 
Father.  For  now  every  one  confulted  Cortez both  Ca- 
zdques  and  particular  Perfons,  referring  all  their  Differences 
to  him,  and  receiving  his  Decifions  as  inviolable  Laws.  So 
much  did  they  refpefl  him,  and  fo  great  an  Opinion  had 
they  of  his  Equity. 

The  Noife  which  thefe  Converfions  made  in  the 
Town,  awaken’d  old  Xicotencal , who  tho’  dilfatisfied  with 
the  Abfurdities  of  Gentilifen,  was  grown  old  in  Error, 
and  had  a Levity  in  his  Difpofidon,  which  would  not  let 
him  adhere  to  any  Refolution  ; a Failing  natural  to  old 
Age  : but  the  Example  of  Magijcatz.in , a Man  equal  to 
him  in  Authority,  and  his  Converfion  to  the  Catholick 
Religion  at  the  point  of  Death,  had  fuch  an  Effedfc 
as  to  open  the  Eyes  of  his  Undeiffanding,  and  induce. him 
to  receive  Baptifm  with  a publick  Deteffation  of  his  Er- 
rors. In  truth  it  does  not  appear,  that  the  Gofpel  could 
poffibly  have  been  in  a fairer  way  to  make  a Progrefs  in  this 
Country,  the  Nobles  and  wifeft  Men  of  the  Republick, 
whofe  Opinion  govern’d  all  the  reft,  being  converted  to 
the  Catholick  Faith : but  the  Circumftances  of  thefe  times 
did  not  allow  the  Spaniards  to  give  their  Application 
to  it.  Hernan  Cortez,  was  wholly  taken  up  with  ma~ 
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king  Difpofitions  for  his  Enterprise,  Father  Bartolhjpe  de 
Olmedo  wanted  Fellow-Labourers,  and  both  were  of  opini- 
on, that  they  could  not  attempt  introducing  Religion  with 
any  Succefs  till  they  had  fubdtied  the  Mexicans , and  efta- 
blifh’d  Peace,  which  they  look’d  upon  as  previoufly  ne- 
ceffary  to  fettle  the  warlike  Spirits  of  the  ‘Tlafcalans , and 
fit  them  for  the  reception  of  the  Golpel.  The  great  Af- 
fair therefore  was  for  the  prelent  laid  alide,  Examples  grew 
rare,  and  the  People  continued  in  their  Idolatry.  ’Tvvas 
poffible  whilft  the  Army  remain’d  there,  they  might  have 
reap’d  the  fir  ft  Fruits  at  lead  of  fuch  a favourable  opportuni- 
ty : But  the  continual  alarms  and  rumours  of  War  at  this  time, 
poftponing  all  Attention  to  other  things,  and  it  fometimes 
happening,  that  the  Maxims  of  Violence  are  better  attend- 
ed to  when  Reafon  is  filenr,  I don’t  find  that  they  made, 
or  even  endeavour’d  any  other  Converfions. 


C H A P.  VI. 

A frejh  Succour  of  Spanifli  Soldiers  arrives  at 
the  Army.  The  Men  who  came  with  Narbaez 
are  importunate  for  their  Dif charge  and  Re- 
turn to  Cuba.  Hernan  Cortez  draws  up  a 
fecond  Relation  of  his  Expedition , and  dip 
patches  new  Envoys  to  the  Emperor  CharlesV . 

complain’d  with  fome  warmth  of  Franc ifco  de 
, for  that  knowing  very  well  the  Progrefs 
d made  in  the  Empire  of  Mexico,  he  did  not- 
withflanding  endeavour  to  make  a Conqueft  and  Settle- 
ment in  the  Province  of  Panuco  ; but  fuch  a happy  afcen- 
dant  had  the  Fortune  of  Cortex  over  that  of  his  Rivals, 
that  as  Diego  de  Velafquez,  furnifh’d  him  with  Succours  the 
fame  way  by  which  he  intended  to  deftroy  him  and  fupport 
Pamphilo  de  JNarbaeZj,  fo  the  meafures  which  Cara y had  ta- 
ken to  ufurp  fome  part  of  his  Government,  turnd  likewife 

to 
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to  his  advantage.  We  have  already  related,  how  Garay 
was  repuls’d  from  Panuco  when  Cortez,  was  with  his  Troops 
at  Zempoala  ■,  notwithftanding  which,  he  refolv’d  to  purfue 
his  Enterprize,  and  had  prepar’d  another  Fleet,  with  a 
greater  number  of  Soldiers,  commanded  by  all  his  bell: 
Officers  : But  the  fecond  Expedition  was  as  unfortunate  as 
the  firft ; for  the  Spaniards  were  no  fooner  landed,  but  they 
met  with  fuch  a gallant  Refiftance  from  the  Indians,  that 
they  were  glad  to  retreat  to  their  Ships  in  the  utmoft  dif- 
order ; ana  being  wholly  intent  how  to  avoid  the  prefen.t 
Danger,  put  to  Sea  without  obferving  the  fame  Courfe. 
They  were  feparated  for  fome  days,  and  without  knowing 
any  thing  of  each  other’s  Defign,  they  arriv’d  almoft  all  at 
the  fame  time  on  the  Coaft  of  Vera  Cruz,,  where  they 
agreed  to  ferve  under  Cortez,,  without  any  other  motive 
than  that  of  his  great  Reputation. 

This  Succour  was  look’d  upon  as  fent  from  Heaven  : 
for  tho’  it  be  certain  that  the  Confufion  and  Unskilfulnefs 
of  the  Soldiers  and  Sailors  might  help  to  difperfe  thefe 
Velfels,  and  abandon  them  to  the  mercy  of  the  Winds, 
which  forc’d  them  on  the  Coaft  where  they  were  fo  much 
wanted ; yet  their  coming  fo  opportunely,  and  after  fo 
many  Misfortunes,  to  augment  the  Troops  of  Cortez ,,  is 
an  Event  worthy  of  particular  Reflexion ; for  fuch  a chain 
of  lucky  Accidents  is  not  wont  to  be  attributed,  or  very 
rarely,  to  meer  Chance. 

The  firft  Ship  that  arriv’d,  was  commanded  by  Captain 
Camargo,  and  had  on  board  fixty  Spanifh  Soldiers  ; a lit- 
tle after  came  another  with  fifty  choice  Soldiers  and  feven 
Horfes,  commanded  by  Captain  Miguel  Diaz . de  Auz,,  a 
Gentleman  of  Arragon,  who  had  fo  fignaliz’d  himfelf  on  all 
occafions,  that  his  Perfon  alone  was  efteem’d  a very  great 
Succour  and  laftly,  tho’  fome  what  late,  arriv’d  thp 
Veffel  commanded  by  Captain  Ramirez,  with  above  forty 
Soldiers,  ten  Horfes,  and  great  abundance  of  Provifions 
and  Arms.  They  all  landed,  and  the  firft  without  flaying 
for  the  reft,  made  the  beft  of  their  way  to  Tlafcala,  lea- 
ving an  Example  to  their  Fellows  to  take  the  fame 
Rout,  which  they  all  did  with  entire  Satisfaction.  For 
the  great  Advances  made  by  Cortez,  in  New-Spain,  had 
made  fuch  a noife  over  all  the  Iflands,  that  the  Soldiers 
were  eafily  led  whither  they  thought  Wealth  and  Profperity 
invited  them.  This 
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This  Succour  considerably  augmented  the  Number  of 
the  Spaniards , and  infpired  them  with  he  Hi  Hopes  : The 
Soldiers  received  the  New-Comers  with  Acclamations  ot 
Joy ; they  embraced  each  other  as  Friends  of  a long  Ac- 
quaintance, without  any  other  Tye  than  that  of  coming 
from  the  fame  Country ; and  Cortez,  himfelf,  forgetting  the 
Gravity  of  a General,  was  tranfported  with  Joy,  but  at  the 
fame  time  did  not  forget  to  return  thanks  to  God,  attribu- 
ting to  him  and  to  the  Juftice  of  his  Caufe,  all  thefe 
furprizing  Events. 

Notwithstanding  this  good  Fortune,  lie  could  not 
quiet  the  Soldiers  of  Narbaez-,  who  were  importunate 
with  him  for  leave  to  return  to  the  10e  of  Cuba ; they  put 
him  in  mind  of  his  Promife,  and  he  could  not  deny  but 
that  they  went  upon  the  Expedition  to  Tepeaca  on  that 
Condition : for  which  reafon,  he  was  not  willing  to  enter 
into  any  new  Difputes  with  them,  and  the  rather,  becaufe  he 
found  his  Troops  augmented  with  Soldiers  better  difci- 
plin’d,  and  did  not  think  it  a proper  time  to  march  at 
the  Head  of  unwilling  Mutineers,  who  would  be  fure  to 
fhew  uneahnefs  on  every  Fatigue,  and  be  always  railing  at 
the  Enterprize,  pernicious  in  the  Camp,  and  ufelefs  upon 
Occafions,  deceiving  their  General,  with  the  appearance  of 
Soldiers  in  the  Review,  and  yet  of  no  fervice. 

For  thefe  Reafons  therefore  he  ordered  proclamation  to 
be  made,  That  whoever  had  a mind  to  return  home , was 
free  to  go,  and  Jhould  be  furmfhed  with  Vejfels , and  every 
thing  elje  that  was  necejjary.  The  greateft  part  of  the  Sol- 
diers of  N Jarbaez  made  ufe  of  the  Opportunity,  but  fome 
flay’d  out  of  a Point  of  Honour.  Bernal  Diaz  takes  no 
notice  of  the  Names  of  thofe  who  flay’d,  but  tedioufly 
enumerates  almofl  all  who  went,  defrauding  the  firfl  of 
the  Honour  that  was  their  due,  and  wafting  his  time  in 
difgracing  the  laft ; whereas,  it  would  have  been  much  more 
reafonable  to  have  forgotten  thofe  who  fhowed  fo  little  regard 
to  their  Reputation  : But  what  deferves  to  be  remarked,  is, 
that  ^Andres  de  Duero , who  appeared  on  feveral  Occafions  fo 
much  attached  to  the  Intereft  of  Cortez was  one  of  thofe  who 
retired  ; and  altho’  there  be  no  account  of  the  reafon  of  this 
Separation,  we  may  very  well  believe  there  was  but  little  Sin- 
cerity in  the  Pretences,  with  which  he  colour’d  his  Retreat; 
fince  we  find  him  fhortly  after  making  ufe  of  all  his  In- 
tereft at  the  Court  in  favour  of  Diego  V elafques.  If  there 
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was  any  Mifunderftanding  between  Cortez^  and  him,  which 
might  give  occafion  for  this  Breach,  Reafon  muft  have  been  on 
CortezJs  fide ; it  not  being  likely  that  it  could  be  pleaded  in 
behalf  of  a Man  who  fhowed  as  little  regard  to  that,  as  he  did 
to  his  Reputation,  by  not  only  leaving  his  Friend  engaged  in 
an  Enterprize  of  fo  much  Honour  and  Danger,  but  withall  ta- 
king upon  him  a Commiffion  by  which  he  was  obliged  either 
bafely  to  a<5t  againft  his  own  Sentiments,  or  to  yield  his  Un- 
derftanding  a Slave  to  an  unreafonable  Paffion. 

Hernan  Cortez  having  now  got  rid  of  thcfe  Mu- 
tineers, whom  .Alvarado  had  the  care  of  conducting  to  the 
Veffels,  began  to  confider  of  the  time  neceflary  to  be 
employed  in  building  the  Brigantines.  He  difpatched  new 
Orders  to  the  Confederates  to  hold  themfelves  ready  to 
march  upon  the  firft  notice,  directing  the  Quantity  of  Pro- 
vifions  and  Arms  they  were  to  provide,  according  to  the 
Number  of  their  Troops : And  at  his  leifure  Hours  he 
wrote  an  Account  of  all  the  Particulars  of  the  Conqueft, 
to  be  fent  to  the  Emperor  ; defigning  to  equip  a Veftel, 
and  fend  new  Agents,  who  might  haften  the  Difpatch  of 
the  former,  or  give  him  notice  of  the  Condition  his  Affairs 
were  in  at  the  Court  of  Spain,  his  Uncertainty  therein  be- 
ing now  one  of  his  greateft  Difquiets. 

Cortez  drew  up  this  Account  in  form  of  a Letter, 
and  repeating  every  thing  of  importance  in  the  Difpatches 
he  lent  the  Year  before  by  the  Captains  Portocarrero  and 
Montexo , he  gave  his  Majefty  a faithful  Relation  of  all 
his  Adventures,  both  profjperous  and  unfortunate,  from 
the  time  he  marched  out  of  Zempoala , and  by  his  Courage 
and  Conduff  made  his  triumphant  Entry  into  the  Capital 
City  of  the  Empire,  till  he  was  afterwards  forced  to  re- 
treat to  cTlaJcala,  with  confiderable  Lofs.  He  alfo  ac- 
quainted him  with  how  much  Security  he  was  able  to 
maintain  himfelf  in  that  Province,  together  with  the  Number 
of  Spaniards  that  had  augmented  his  Troops,  and  the  great 
Confederacies  he  had  made  with  divers  Indian  Nations, 
for  renewing  the  War  againft  the  Mexicans.  He  expreffed, 
with  a noble  and  generous  Confidence,  the  Hope  he  had 
of  reducing  to  his  Majefty’s  Obedience  all  that  new 
World,  whofe  Bounds  to  the  North  were  unknown  even 
to  the  Natives.  He  enlarged  upon  the  Riches  of  that  Em- 
pire, the  Fertility  of  the  Soil,  and  the  Wealth  of  the  fe- 
veral  Princes.  He  highly  extoll’d  the  Valour  and  Con- 
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ftancy  of  the  Spaniards,  and  the  Affection  and  Fidelity 
of  the  Flafcalans : With  relation  to  himfelf,  he  left  it  to 
his  Actions  to  fpeak  for  him  ; and  yet,  without  exceeding 
the  Bounds  ot  Modefty,  he  gave  fome  ftrokes  to  the 
reputation  of  the  Conqueft,  that  fet  in  its  true  light  the 
Glory  of  the  Conqueror.  Fie  defiled  fpeedy  Juftice 
againft  the  unfair  Proceedings  of  Diego  Velafques , and 
Francifco  de  Garay,  and  made  prefling  Inliances  lor  an  im- 
mediate Succour  of  Soldiers,  Florfes,  Arms,  and  other 
warlike  Provifions.  He  repref'ented  in  yet  flronger  Terms 
the  Neceflity  of  fending  fome  Ecclefiafticks  and,  Regulars 
of  approved  Virtue,  to  allift  Father  Olrnedo  in  the  conver- 
sion of  the  Indians,  giving  an  account  that  fome  of  the 
chief  among  them  were  already  baptized,  and  that  in  the 
reft  there  was  fuch  a kind  of  difpolition  to  receive  the 
Truth,  as  gave  great  hopes  of  its  making  a confiderable 
progrefs.  This  was  the  Subftance  of  the  Letter  he  at  that 
time  wrote  to  the  Emperor,  laying  before  his  Majefty 
every  thing  that  had  palled,  without  forgetting  any  confi- 
derable Circumftance ; all  which  he  exprefled  in  proper 
and  well-chofen  Terms,  according  to  the  Eloquence  of 
that  Age ; and  it  may  be  a queftion  whether  they  were  not 
more  agreeable  than  thofe  now  in  ufe,  to  that  Character  of 
Nature  and  Simplicity,  which  becomes  the  Style  of  Letters. 
At  the  fame  time  it  muft  be  confefled,  he  was  fome  what 
miftaken  in  the  Names  of  Towns  and  Provinces,  which 
being  altogether  new,  could  not  be  exabfly  pronounced, 
or  faithfully  rendered  upon  Paper. 

Bernal  Diaz  del  Castillo  reports,  that  the  General 
fent  thefe  Difpatches  by  the  Captains  Alonz,o  de  Mendoza 
and  Diego  de  Ordaz, ; and  tho’  Antonio  de  Herrera  men- 
tions only  the  firft,  it  is  not  probable  that  he  would  entruft 
an  affair  of  fo  much  confequence  to  one  Perfon  alone5 
when  Prudence  required  him  to  provide  againft  the  Acci- 
dents of  fo  long  a Voyage.  His  private  Inftrubfions  to 
them  was,  ’That  "before  they  difcoasered  their  Commiffon,  or 
made  any  declaration  of  their  being  fent  by  him , they  fould 
firft  find  out  his  Father,  and  the  two  Agents  who  were  fent 
the  Tear  before,  and  -jointly  carry  on  their  Negotiation,  ac- 
cording as  the  Condition  of  his  Affairs  fhould  require.  He 
remitted  alfo  a fecond  Prefent  for  the  Emperor,  con  lifting 
of  Gold  and  other  Curiofities  which  had  been  preferved 
at  Tlajcala,  to  which  the  Soldiers  alfo  contributed,  and  were 
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upon  this  occafion  very  liberal  of  their  little  Subftance ; 
adding  moreover  the  Booty  acquired  in  the  Expeditions 
of  T ipeaca  and  Guacachula  : a Prefent  lefs  rich  than  the 
former,  but  more  deferving  to  be  priz’d,  as  being  amafs’d 
in  the  midft  of  their  Difgraces,  and  confequently  to  be 
regarded  as  the  Remains  after  thofe  Loffes  whereof  Cortex 
had  given  a faithful  account  in  his  Letter. 

The  General  thought  it  proper  at  the  fame  time,  that 
the  two  Councils  of  Vera  Cruz  and  Segura  de  la  Frontera 
fhould  write  to  his  Majefty,  as  being  the  Government  in 
that  Country.  They  in  their  Letters  follicited  for  the 
fame  Afliftance,  declaring,  That  they  thought  themfelves 
bound  in  duty  to  represent  to  his  Majefty,  how  much  it  im- 
ported to  maintain  Hernan  Cortez  in  his  Poft  of  Captain- 
General  ; for*  as  the  Beginning  of  this  great  Work  was  wholly 
owing  to  his  Valour  and  Conduct,  it  would  be  no  eafy  matter 
to  find  any  other  Head  or  Hands  capable  of  bringing  it  to 
perfection ; and  in  this  they  fmcerely  delivered  their  Opinions , 
and  what  they  thought  mofl  advantageous  for  the  Service  in 
that  Conjuncture.  Bernal  Diaz,  faith,  that  Hernan  Cortez, 
Law  thofe  Letters,  infinuating  as  if  he  had  defired  that 
Sollicitation  in  his  favour : It  is  very  probable  he  did  fee 
them,  but  it  is  likewife  certain,  that  thofe  Letters  contained 
fuch  Truths  as  did  not  Rand  in  need  of  any  Flattery  or 
Exaggeration.  Diaz  complains  likewife,  that  the  Soldiers 
were  not  permitted  to  write  apart  in  the  Name  of  their 
whole  Corps,  not  that  he  differed  in  his  Sentiments  from 
the  Councils  (for  he  declares  the  contrary  more  than  once) 
but  as  the  Subjebf-Matter  was  the  Prefervation  of  his  Ge- 
neral, he  defired  to  join  his  Opinion  with  the  reft,  and 
to  give  him  his  afliftance  on  this  occafion,  as  in  truth  he 
bravely  did  in  War.  Let  it  pafs  for  Ambition  of  Glory,  a 
Vice  that  ought  to  be  pardoned  in  Men  of  merit,  and  ap- 
pears very  much  like  Virtue  in  a Soldier. 

O R d a z and  Mendoza  embarked  on  board  one  of  the 
Veffels,  which  arrived  a little  before  at  Vera  Cruz , with 
every  thing  neceffary  for  fuch  a Voyage  ; and  foon  after 
Cortez  refolved  to  freight  another  Veffel,  and  difpatch 
the  Captains  Hlonfo  Davila  and  Francifco  Hlvarez  Chico 
with  Letters  for  the  Regulars  of  St. Jerome,  who  prefided 
in  the  Royal  Audience  of  Santo  Domingo , the  only  one 
at  that  time  in  thofe  Countries,  and  whofe  Jurifdidtion  ex- 
tended over  all  the  Iflands,  as  well  as  the  new  Difcovenes 
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on  the  Main  Land.  He  communicated  to  them  the  Account 
he  had  fent  to  the  Emperor,  and  defired  their  fpeedy  Af- 
fiftance  towards  the  Enterprize  in  which  he  was  engaged  ; 
as  alio  that  they  would  put  a flop  to  the  vexatious  Pro- 
ceedings of  J^elafqiies  and  Garay.  Tho’  thefe  Miniffers 
were  convinced  of  the  Juffice  of  his  Demands,  and  ad- 
mired his  Conftancy  and  Valour,  yet  the  Mand  oi  Santo 
Domingo  was  not  at  that  time  in  a Condition  to  part  either 
with  Men  or  Provifions : But  they  approved  of  every  thing 
he  had  done,  and  offered  to  fupport  the  Juflice  of  his 
Pretenfions  with  the  Emperor,  and  follicit  fucli  Succours  as 
were  neceffary  for  an  Affair  of  fo  great  importance,  and 
fo  far  advanced  ; taking  upon  themfelves  the  Care  to 
check  the  Efforts  of  his  two  Rivals,  by  very  ffruft  and  re- 
peated Orders.  And  to  this  effect  they  anfwered  his  Let- 
ters, fending  back  his  Envoys  with  good  Words,  but  with- 
out the  Succours  he  defired.  But  before  I proceed  in  the 
farther  account  of  this  Conqueff,  and  while  the  building 
of  the  Brigantines,  and  other  Preparations  for  the  Return 
to  Mexico , are  carried  on  with  the  utmofl  diligence ; it 
will  be  proper  to  go  back  to  the  two  firfl  Envoys  of 
Cortez ,,  and  fee  in  what  Condition  the  Affairs  of  New- 
Spam  were  at  the  Emperor  s Court : the  Reader  cannot  but 
defile  to  be  informed  therein,  and  fuch  an  Account  may  be 
reckoned  among  thole  neceffary  DigrefTions  permitted  to 
an  Hiftorian,  as  they  contribute  to  the  perfection  of  his 
Work,  without  deffroying  its  proportion. 
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CHAP.  VII. 


The  Envoys  of  Hernan  Cortez  arrive  in  Spain, 
and  pafs  on  to  Medellin,  where  they  continue 
till  the  Troubles  of  the  Kingdom  are  over ; 
after  which,  they  go  to  the  Court,  and  pre- 
vail to  have  the  Bijhop  of  Burgos  fet  afide 
front  being  a Judge  in  the  Caufe  of  Cortez. 

E left  Martin  Cortez,  with  the  two  firft  Envoys 
of  his  Son,  Alonfo  Hernandez^  Portocarrero  and 
prancifco  de  Montexo , in  the  wretched  Employ- 
ment of  following  the  Regency,  and  waiting 
in  the  Antichambers  of  the  Minifters ; fo  far  from  being 
admitted  to  audience,  that  not  daring  to  importune  them 
with  any  Requefts,  they  only  prefented  themfelves  in  the 
Throng  as  they  paffed  by,  and  were  forced  to  content 
themfelves  with  receiving  the  accidental  Glance  of  an 
Eye  ; the  comfortlefs  notice  taken  of  thofe,  who  having 
all  the  Juftice  in  the  world  on  their  fide,  are  yet  afraid  to 
ruin  their  Pretenfions,  by  advancing  them  unfeafonably. 
The  Emperor,  as  we  have  already  obferved,  gave  them  a 
very  favourable  hearing;  and  tho’  he  was  difgufted  with 
the  Infolence  and  the  Attempts  of  fome  Towns  of  Spain, 
which  endeavoured  to  oppofe  his  Voyage  to  Germany,  by 
irreverent  Protefts,  little  lefs  indeed  than  Threats ; yet  he 
found  fufficient  time  to  inform  himfelf  very  exadfly  of 
all  that  paffed  in  New- Spain,  and  to  judge  what  might 
be  expedfed  from  the  Enterprize.  He  made  himlelf 
Matter  of  the  whole  Affair,  not  difdaining  to  ask  queftions 
upon  many  points,  it  being  no  ways  unbecoming  Ma- 
jefty  to  receive  from  a Subjedt  thofe  Helps  that  ferve  to 
explain  an  Affair ; nor  fhould  a King  always  go  to  Coun- 
cil full  of  doubts.  The  Emperor  prefently  difcover’d  the 
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great  Advantages  which  might  be  expeded  from  'fuch 
wonderful  Beginnings  : and  the  Idea  he  at  that  time 
formed  of  the  Merit  of  Cortez, , helped  extremely  to  re- 
commend him  to  his  Favour,  as  he  was  naturally  inclined 
to  value  extraordinary  Men. 

The  Affairs  of  the  Kingdom,  and  the  fudden  Depar- 
ture of  the  Emperor,  did  not  permit  him  to  come  to  any 
fixed  Refolution  in  a Matter  wherein  fo  many  Difficulties 
were  rais’d,  as  well  by  the  Agents  of  Felafqaes,  as  by  fome 
Minifters  who  were  in  fecret  intelligence  with  them,  and 
fupported  them.  But  when  the  Day  of  his  embarkation 
came,  which  was  the  20th  of  May,  1 5-20.  his  Majefty  did  in 
a particular  manner  recommend  the  Examination  ’ of  the 
Affair  of  Cortez,  to  Cardinal  Adriano , Governor  of  the 
Kingdom  in  his  abfence.  The  Cardinal  Was  very  fin- 
cerely  defirous  to  favour  his  Caufe,  but  as  the  Informations 
by  which  he  was  to  govern  himfelf,  came  from  the  Coun- 
cil of  the  Indies,  (where  the  Votes  were  influenced  by 
the  Authority  and  Prejudice  of  the  Prefident,  the  Bilhop 
of  Burgos)  he  found  himfelf  at  a lofs  how  to  come 
to  any  refolution  ; nor  was  it  an  eafy  matter  to  aft 
Pure  himfelf  of  making  a right  judgment,  while  the  Re- 
prefentations  of  J^elafquez,  came  cloathed  with  the  appear- 
ance of  Juftice,  and  the  Exploits  of  Cortez,  were  difcredited 
with  the  name  of  Rebellion. 

Afterwards,  when  it  was  mod  neceffary,  there 
wanted  time  to  examine  into  the  truth  of  this  Affair,  the 
Cares  of  the  Minifters  being  employed  in  Matters  of  the 
laft  importance:  Several  Cities  began  to  ftir,  under  pre- 
text of  correding  what  they  called  the  Diforders  of  the 
State,  and  others  follow’d  them  to  the  fame  Precipice, 
without  examining  whether  that  Pretext  was  reafonable  or 
not.  They  all  looked  on  the  Abfence  of  the  Emperor  as 
their  greateft  Misfortune,  and  fome  believ’d  they  did  him 
good  fervice,  or  at  leaft  kept  within  the  Bounds  of  their 
Obedience,  miftaking  the  Tranfports  of  a falfe  Zeal  for 
Proofs  of  their  Refped  and  Duty. 

The  common  People  took  up  arms  to  juftify  their 
firft  Offence,  and  fome  Gentlemen  fo  far  degraded  them- 
felves,  as  to  join  them,  thro’  want  of  Underftanding;  a De- 
fed  which  generally  effaces  all  thofe  Sentiments  which 
Nobility  of  Blood  infpires.  The  great  Lords  and  Minifters 
efpous’d  the  Caufe  of  Juftice,  notwithftanding  the  Affronts 
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and  Dangers  that  attended  it.  In  fhort,  the  whole  King- 
dom was  in  confufion,  and  the  Sovereign  Authority  in  a 
manner  ufurped  by  thefe  Factions,  in  our  Hiftory  called 
Communities , tho’  we  know  not  with  what  reafon  for  it 
could  not  be  properly  faid  the  Complaint  was  common, 
when  many  Cities,  and  almoft  the  whole  Body  of  the 
Nobility  aliened  the  Rights  of  the  King  : However,  the 
Rebels  gave  this  Name  to  their  Infolence,  and  have  been 
favour’d  by  Pofterity  with  the  Title  which  they  took  to  ho- 
nour their  Revolt. 

Tho’  the  Account  of  thefe  Difturbances  be  foreign  to 
my  Argument,  I could  not  avoid  touching  upon  them,  as 
one  of  the  Caufes  that  put  a ftop  to  the  good  Intentions 
of  the  Cardinal,  and  crofted  the  Negotiations  of  Cortez* : 
It  was  indeed  a very  unfeafonable  time  to  conftder  of  new 
Enterprizes,  when  the  Regent  and  Minifters  were  fo  wholly 
employ’d  in  finding  Remedies  for  the  Evils  which  af- 
flicted the  State  within  doors,  that  thofe  without  made 
no  fort  of  impreflion  upon  them : So  that  Martin  Cortez, 
and  his  Friends,  fenfible  of  the  fmall  Advantages  they 
reaped  by  their  Sollicitations,  and  of  the  general  Diforder 
of  Affairs,  retired  to  Medellin , with  a refolution  to  let  the 
Storm  blow  over,  and  expect  the  Return  of  the  Emperor, 
who  was  perfectly  well  apprized  of  the  Affair,  and  had 
fhewn  a difpofition  to  do  juftice  to  their  Pretenfions ; and 
they  plainly  faw  that  his  Authority  was  neceffary  to  fur- 
mount  the  Oppofition  of  the  Bifhop  of  Burgos , and  other 
Impediments  which  arofe  from  the  prelent  Pofture  of 
Affairs. 

Some  little  time  after,  Diego  de  Ordaz*  and  vHonjo  de 
Mendoza  arrived  at  Sevill. , after  a profperous  Voyage  ; 
and,  without  difcovering  themfelves,  or  their  Commiflion, 
they  took  care  to  be  informed  of  the  State  of  CortezJs 
Affairs,  a Precaution  which  imported  no  lefs  than  their 
Liberty ; for  they  underftood,  to  their  great  furprize,  that 
the  Commiflioners  of  Trade  had  exprefs  orders  from  the 
Bifhop  of  Burgos , to  flop  and  imprifon  any  Perfon  what- 
foever,  who  ihould  be  lent  from  Nczv-Spain , and  to  feize 
on  the  Gold  and  other  Merchandize  that  he  fhould  bring 
either  on  his  own  account,  or  by  way  of  Commiflion. 
Upon  which,  they  only  endeavour’d  to  fecure  their  Perfons, 
and  thought  themfelves  very  happy  in  preferving  their 
Letters  and  Difpatches,  leaving  the  Prefent  for  the  King, 
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with  every  thing  elie,  in  tile  hands  of  thole  Judges,  'and 
to  diipofed  die  pleafure  of  the  Bifhop  o t Burgos. 

They  parted  from  Sevill,  not  without  great  apprehen- 
lion  of  being  difcovered,  determining,  if  poftible,  to  find 
out  at  the  Court  either  Martin  Cortez,,  or  his  Son’s  two 
Agents,  in  order  to  get  light  from  their  Informations  how 
to  proceed  ; but  hearing  on  the  Road  that  they  were  re- 
tired to  Medellin , they  went  on  to  that  Town,  where  their 
Arrival  was  welcom’d  with  all  the  Demonflrations  of  Joy, 
which  fuch  wonderful  and  wifh’d  for  News  could  infpire. 
It  was  debated  among  them,  whether  it  would  be  proper 
to  carry  the  Difpatches  of  Cortez,  immediately  to  the  Car- 
dinal Regent,  without  delaying  to  inform  him  of  fuch  im- 
portant News  ; but  confidering  the  prefent  Difturbances 
of  the  Kingdom,  they  thought  it  would  be  to  no  purpofe 
to  fpeak  of  diftant  Advantages,  which  regarded  the  aug- 
mentation, but  not  the  fafety  of  the  Monarchy  : Upoli 
which  they  refolved  to  continue  in  their  Retirement,  till 
Affairs  Ihould  take  another  turn,  and  the  Minifters  be 
more  at  leifure. 

The  Diforders  of  Caflile  encreafed  every  day  \ for 
the  Mutineers,  not  content  to  defend  themfelves  in 
their  Rebellion,  carried  their  Infolence  fo  far,  as  to 
plunder  the  Country,  and  lay  fiege  to  Towns  which  re- 
tained their  Fidelity ; the  Forbearance  of  the  Government 
exciting  their  Ambition  to  become  the  AggrefFors.  At  firfl 
the  Minifters  thought  to  bring  them  to  a fenfe  of  their 
Duty  by  gentle  Means  and  Patience  ; but  the  Diflemper 
was  too  deeply  rooted  to  allow  of  the  flow  Operation  of 
fuch  foft  Remedies,  and  more  efpecially  becaufe  the  Re- 
bels imagin’d  they  had  both  Force  and  Juftice  on  their 
fide : Nor  were  fome  Ecclefiafticks  wanting,  who,  regard- 
lefs  of  their  Duty,  abufed  the  Pulpit,  by  preaching  up  Sedi- 
tion, confirming  the  People  in  their  Obftinacy,  and  per- 
fuading  them,  that  to  correct  the  Diforders  of  the  State, 
was  doing  good  fervice  both  to  God  and  the  King.  It 
came  to  that  pafs,  that  the  great  Lords  and  Gentlemen 
were  obliged  to  take  up  arms  to  re-eftablifh  the  Authority 
of  Juftice,  and  to  animate  thofe  Cities  which  held  for 
the  Emperor.  And  notwithftanding  the  Rebels  had  the 
temerity  to  bring  an  Army  into  the  Field,  and  try  their 
Strength  with  thofe  whom  they  called  their  Enemies ; yet, 
after  two  Rencounters,  in  which  they  loft  a great  number 
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of  Men,  together  with  their  Reputation,  and  after  the  Exe^ 
cution  of  four  of  the  principal  Authors  of  the  Sedition, 
their  Pride  abated,  and  their  forces  difpers’d  ; the  Prudent 
and  the  Timorous,  both  fecured  the  mf elves  as  well  as  they 
could;  the  Cities  return’d  to  their  Obedience,  the  Tumult 
ceafed,  and  Reafon  refumed  her  place.  In  fhort,  it  was 
but  little  more  than  a popular  Commotion,  which  begins 
and  ends  with  the  fame  facility. 

The  Account  which  came  at  that  time  of  the  Empe- 
ror’s return,  contributed  very  much  to  reftore  the  publick 
Tranquillity : He  gave  aflurance  in  his  Letters,  that  he 
would  leave  all  other  Affairs,  to  come  where  his  Prefence 
was  fo  necelPary.  This  Alfurance  entirely  fettled  every 
thing,  and  Martin  Cortez ,,  judging  it  a proper  time  to  re- 
new  his  Sollicitations,  let  out  immediately  for  the  Court, 
with  the  four  Commiflioners  from  his  Son ; where,  after 
forne  fmall  Delays,  they  had  a particular  audience  of  the 
Cardinal  Regent.  They  informed  him  in  general  how 
far  Matters  were  advanced  towards  the  Conquefi  of 
Mexico , and  referred  him  to  the  Letters  of  Cortez,  for 
the  Particulars.  They  gave  him  alfo  an  account  of  the 
Orders  they  found  at  Seville  for  imprifoning  any  one  who 
fhould  come  from  Cortez ,,  and  of  the  Seizure  of  the 
Prefent  they  had  brought  for  the  King.  Upon  this  occa- 
fion,  they  reprefented  the  Reafons  they  had  to  diftrufl: 
the  Bifliop  of  Burgos , and  laftly,  defiled  leave  to  except 
againft  him  in  a legal  way  as  a Judge,  offering  to  make 
good  the  Reafons  of  their  Exception,  or  fuller  the  Penalty 
of  their  Irreverence.  The  Cardinal  heard  them  with  atten- 
tion, he  feem’d  touch’d  with  their  Misfortune,  and  com- 
forted them  with  Promifes  of  a fpeedy  Difpatch.  He 
was  particularly  difpleafed  with  the  Orders  given  at  Seviil, 
and  the  Seizure  of  the  Prefent,  as  being  done  without  his 
knowledge.  Whereupon,  the  Cardinal  anfwer’d  them  with 
regard  to  their  Requefl  concerning  the  Bifliop,  'That  they 
might  take  their  remedy  againfi  him  at  Law,  after  the  man- 
ner they  thought  mo  ft  proper-,  and  that  he  would  protect 
them  from  any  Violence  they  might  have  reafon  to  fear  in 
the  Courfe  of  that  Procefs  : Which  fufficiently  animated 
them  for  the  hazardous  Undertaking  of  engaging  in  a Suit 
with  a powerful  Enemy ; an  Enterprize  in  which  a Man  is 
in  a manner  obliged  to  fpeak  in  the  mod  tender  Terms, 
and  where  Fear  is  wont  to  take  off  a good  deal  from  the 
Force  of  Reafon.  With 
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With  thefe  Encouragements,  to  'hope  for  better  For- 
tune, they  immediately  enter’d  tlleir  Exception  againft  the 
Prefident  of  the  Council  of  the  Indies  in  his  own  Court, 
delivering  their  Reafons  in  writing,  with  all  the  Temper 
and  Moderation  neceffary  to  obferve  a due  Refpebt.  Rut 
their  Reafons  were  fo  ftrong,  and  the  Truth  of  what  they 
alledged  fo  well  known  to  the  other  Judges,  that  they  durft 
not  deny  Juftice  in  an  Affair  of  that  importance,  and 
more  efpecially  on  the  approach  of  the  Emperor’s  Return, 
the  Report  of  which  was  joyfully  received  by  all  who  did 
not  ftand  in  fear  of  his  Prefence ; and  not  only  quieted 
the  Minds  of  the  People,  but  occafion’d  his  Minifters  to 
aff  with  circumfpebtion.  Bernal  Diaz,  del  Cafitllo,  and 
others  who  have  followed  him,  treat  the  Bifhop  too  ri<To- 
rouily  upon  this  occafon  : Diaz,  relates  what  he  heard,  and 
the  reft  have  copy’d  it ; but  the  Whole  of  what  they  fay 
doth  not  feern  credible,  of  fo  venerable  and  accompiiflfd 
a Prelate.  However,  fome  of  the  Articles  againft  him 
were  certainly  proved  ; as,  his  treating  of  a Marriage  be- 
tween his  Niece  and  Diego  Felafques,  the  fharp  Expre/fiohs 
he  ufed  on  feveral  Occaflons  to  the  Envoys  of  Cortez,, 
whom  he  treated  as  Rebels  and  Traitors,  when  his  Paflion 
had  got  the  better  of  his  Prudence.  Thefe  Proofs,  with 
the  Orders  he  had  given  in  Sevill  to  imprifon  all  Perfbns 
fent  from  New- Spain,  which  were  too  publick  to  be  de- 
ny’ d,  were  thought  fitfficient  to  juftify  the  Recufation. 
After  a full  Hearing,  and  with  the  approbation  of  the 
Council  of  State  and  the  Cardinal,  the  Bifhop  was  abfo- 
lutely  forbid  to  interfere  in  any  Matters  between  Neman 
Cortez,  and  Diego  Felafques  ; his  Orders  were  revoked,  the 
Embargo’s  at  Seajill  taken  off’  and  the  Importance  of  the 
Undertaking  appear’d  in  its  true  light.  The  Heroick 
Actions  of  Cortez , which  were  almofl  obfeured  before  by 
the  Sufpicion  of  his  Fidelity,  were  now  celebrated  with 
the  Praifes  they  deferved  ; and  the  Cardinal,  by  feveral 
Decrees,  recommended  the  difpatch  of  the  Envoys,  and 
was  fo  fincerely  defirous  to  forward  the  Affair,  that  even 
after  he  had  received  the  news  of  his  Exaltation  to  St.  Pe- 
ters Chair,  he  difpatch’d  fome  Orders  favourable  to  Cortez >, 
as  he  was  on  the  Road  to  embark.  Whether  he  was  af- 
fected by  the  Juftice  of  his  Caufe,  or  that  having  his  Mind 
poffefs’d  with  the  Cares  of  the  Supreme  Dignity,  he 
thought  it  his  Duty  to  remove  all  Impediments  to  a Con- 
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queft,  that  was  to  prepare  the  way  for  the  introduction 
of  the  Gofpel,  and  facilitate  the  Converfion  of  the 
Indians ; an  Intereft  of  the  Church  worthy  to  engage  the 
very  firft  Reflections  of  the  Sovereign  Pontiff. 


CHAP.  VIII. 


Concludes  the  Affairs  of  the  precedent  Chapter . 


new  Pope  Adrian , the  Sixth  of  that  Name, 

‘ frlf  was  then  at  Victoria,  whither  he  went  to  give  the 
neceffary  Orders  for  relieving  the  Provinces  of 
Navarre  and  Guipufcoa , whole  Frontiers  the  French  had 
ravaged,  in  order  to  foment  the  Difturbances  of  Caflile : 
But  the  Affairs  of  Italy , and  repeated  Letters  from  Rowe , 
obliged  him  to  begin  his  Journey,  leaving  every  thing 
under  his  charge  in  the  belt  pofture  he  could.  Soon 
after,  the  Emperor  arrived  on  the  Coaft  of  Bifcay,  and 
landing  at  the  Port  of  Santander , found  his  Kingdoms 
almoft  recovered  of  the  domeflick  Evils  they  had  la- 
bour’d under.  The  Storm  was  over,  but  the  hollow 
Noife  of  the  yet  working  Sea  continu’d,  as  it  is  wont 
to  do,  for  fome  time  after  a Temped,  before  a fet- 
tled Calm.  He  thought  therefore,  that  to  chaftife  fome 
of  the  Seditious  (excepted  out  of  the  general  Pardon) 
would  be  neceffary  for  the  re-eftablifhing  of  Peace  and 
Juftice.  He  alfo  found  fome  Remainders  of  another  Evil 
which  Spain  had  fuffer’d  during  his  abfence  ; for  the 
French  had  unexpectedly  feized  upon  the  Kingdom  of 
Navarre  : and  though  they  were  beaten  out,  after  lofing 
a Battle,  together  with  their  Reputation,  and  ill-gotten 
Booty,  yet  were  ftill  in  poffellion  of  Fontarabia ; and  it 
was  abfolutely  neceffary  to  re-take  this  Place,  into  which  the 
Enemy  were  preparing  to  throw  a powerful  Reinforcement. 
But  notwithflanding  thefe  Affairs,  and  others  at  the  fame 
time  in  Italy,  Flanders , and  Germany , he  found  time  for 
thofe  of  Nezv-Spain , to  which  he  always  had  a very  par- 
ticular 
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ticular  attention : He  gave  another  audience  to  the  Envoys 
of  Cortezi ; and  tho’  thofe  of  Diego  Velajques  at  the  lame 
time  prefented  their  Requeft,  yet,  as  he  had  been  well  in- 
form’d of  the  Cafe  on  both  fides  by  Letters  from  the 
Pope,  he,  by  a new  Sentence,  confirmed  the  Recti fation  of 
the  Bifhop  of  Burgos , and  appointed  CommifTaries  to  de^ 
termine  finally  upon  this  Affair,  viz,.  the  great  Chancellor 
of  Arragon , Mercurio  de  Catinara  ; Hernando  de  Vega , Lord 
of  Graial , and  Great  Commander  of  CafHle ; DoCtor  Lo - 
renZjO  G a linden  of  Caravajal ; the  Licentiate,  Francijco  de 
Vargas,  Counfellor  of  State,  and  Chamberlain  to  the  King  ; 
and  Monfieur  de  la  Roje , the  Flemijh  Miniffer : Monfieur 
de  la  Chau , whom  Diaz,  and  Herrera  nave  added  to  this 
Commiflion,  could  not  poffibly  be  one  of  the  number, 
being  dead  fome  Years  before  in  Saragojj'a  ; and  the  Pofl 
of  Grand  Chancellor,  vacant  by  his  death,  being  poffefs’d 
by  Mercurio  de  Catinara.  The  Election  of  Perfons  fo  well 
qualify’d,  fhow’d  the  Juftice  of  his  Majefty’s  Intentions  : 
for  the  Kingdom  did  not  afford  Men  in  whom  the  Empe- 
ror repofed  more  confidence ; nor  were  any  to  be  found, 
in  whom  Learning,  Prudence,  and  Equity  appeared  in  a 
more  eminent  degree. 

The  firff  thing  the  Council  did,  was  to  look  over  the 
Memorials  drawn  from  Letters  and  Relations  produced  at 
the  Tryal;  but  there  they  were  fo  embarrafs’d  by  contradictory 
Accounts,  that  they  thought  it  neceffary  to  order  the  Agents 
on  both  fides  to  explain  themfelves,  to  voce,  in  the 
next  Meeting ; for  they  were  all  defirous  to  difpatch  this 
Affair,  and  examine  ftriCtly  into  the  Accufations  brought  by 
the  Parties  againft  each  other,  and  into  the  Strength  of 
their  refpeCtive  Arguments,  that  fo  they  might  come  to 
the  knowledge  of  the  Truth,  without  tying  themfelves  up 
to  Forms  of  Law,  which  generally  do  but  perplex  a Caufe, 
and  are  fo  many  Obftacles  to  Juftice. 

The  next  Day  the  Agents  appeared  before  the  Council 
with  their  Advocates  ; and,  among  thofe  for  Diego  Velafques , 
Andres  de  Duero  fignalized  himfelf : but  People  were  the 
lefs  furpriz’d  to  fee  him  unfaithful  to  his  Friend,  knowing 
he  had  been  fo  firft  to  his  Mafter.  The  Memorials  were 
read,  and  the  Parties  at  the  fame  time  were  examined,  in 
order  to  difcover  how  they  juftity’d  themfelves  from  their 
refpeCtive  Accufations,  and  made  good  their  Complaints. 
From  their  Anfwers,  the  Judges  drew  what  was  fiutficient 
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to  decide  the  Affair : And,  after  fome  few  days  Hearings, 
the  Court  unanimoufly  agreed,  That  it  was  not  reasonable 
for  Diego  Velafques  to  appropriate  to  himfelf  the  Advanta-  . 
ges  of  the  Conquefi  of  New-Spain,  without  a better  Title 
than  that  of  having  expended  fome  Money  in  the  Prepara- 
tions for  that  Enterprise,  and  naming  Cortez  for  Comman- 
der : That  he  could  only  have  his  Attion  for  what  he  had 
laid  out , making  it  appear  to  be  from  his  own  proper  Stock , and 
not  an y of  the  Effedts  belonging  to  the  King  in  his  Govern- 
ment : That  the  nomination  of  Cortez  afforded  him  no  Pre- 
tence either  to  the  Honour  or  Advantage  of  the  Conquefi  \ 
for , befides  that  he  gave  him  the  Commiffion  without  the 
Authority  of  the  Mini (lers  of  the  Royal  Audience , whofe  Or- 
ders he  [hould  have  received , or  jo  much  as  acquainting 
them  with  it , he  lofl  thofe  Prerogatives  the  day  that  he  re- 
voked it,  and  could  have  no  right  to  fay  that  the  Conquefi 
was  made  by  his  order , Cortez  being  by  that  Revocation  left 
free  to  act  as  he  fmld  ]udge  moft  advantageous  for  the  Ser- 
vice of  the  King , with  the  Troops  and  Vejjels  which , for  the 
moft  part , he  had  rais'd  and  equipp'd  at  his  own  expence , 
and  that  of  his  Friends. 

And  tno’  the  Judges  were  alfo  very  fenfible,  that  the 
Conduct  of  Cortes  was  not,  in  the  beginning  of  this  En- 
terprize,  altogether  fo  regular  as  it  fhould  have  been,  yet 
they  thought  fomething  was  to  be  allow’d  to  his  juft  In- 
dignation, and  much  more  to  its  admirable  Effects  : A 
Conqueft  fo  wonderful,  and  of  fo  great  importance,  the , 
Difficulties  of  which  had  only  ferv’d  to  manifeft  his  in- 
comparable Valour,  and,  above  all,  his  Fidelity,  and  in- 
violable Attachment  to  his  Duty ! For  which  reafon,  they 
judged  him  worthy  to  be  continu’d  in  the  Command  of 
what  he  had  conquered,  and  to  be  encouraged  and  fup- 
ported  in  an  Undertaking  already  fo  far  advanced : And, 
laflly,  they  cenfur’d  Diego  Velafques , as  a Perfon  who  had 
fhow’d  a very  ungovernable  Ambition,  in  aipiring,  with  fo 
little  reafon,  to  ufurp  the  Glory  and  Advantage  of  the 
A6tiOns  of  another  ; and  as  having  been  guilty  of  a raffinefs 
which  deferv’d  a very  fevere  reprimand,  in  fending  an  Army 
againft  Hernan  Cortes , without  conlidering  the  Confe- 
quences  which  might  have  attended  fuch  violent  Proceed- 
ings, or  regarding  the  Orders  he  had  receiv’d  to  die  con- 
trary from  the  Minifters  of  the  Royal  Audience  of  Saint 
Domingo. 


These 
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These  Conclufions  were  laid  before  the  Emperor? 
which  being  approv’d  by  his  Majefty,  Sentence  was  pro- 
nounced, declaring  Hernan  Cortez,  to  be  a good  Minifter 
and  faithful  Subjed;  honouring  with  the  like  approbation  the 
Officers  and  Soldiers  under  his  Command  ; impofing  per- 
petual Silence  on  Diego  Velafques , on  the  Subject  of  any  ' 
Pretenfions  to  the  Conqueft  of  New- Spam ; and  ftridly 
commanding  him,  on  pain  of  fevere  Punifhment,  not  to 
raiie  the  leaft  Obftacle  to  that  Affair,  either  diredly  or 
indiredly,  with  a refervation  for  any  demand  he  might 
have  on  account  of  Moneys  by  him  expended  in  the  ar- 
mament of  the  Veffels,  which  he  was  to  make  out  his 
claim  to,  and  fue  for,  in  the  ordinary  way  of  Juftice.  And 
thus  did  this  Affair  end,  the  Judges  referring  the  Honours 
defign’d  for  Cortez ,,  the  reprimanding  of  Velafques,  and 
other  Conclufions  of  the  Council,  to  the  JDifpatches  that 
were  to  be  fent  in  the  name  of  the  Emperor. 

Some  are  of  opinion,  that  this  Judgment  was  framed 
rather  according  to  Reafons  of  State,  than  the  Rigour  of 
Juftice  : It  is  not  my  bufinefs  to  examine  the  Right  of  the 
pretending  Parties ; I have  fhown  the  Motives  and  Confi- 
derations  upon  which  the  Judges  pronounced  fentence, 
and  I am  not  infenfible,  that  in  the  firft  Steps  of  Cortezj 
there  is  occafion  for  a favourable  interpretation ; but,  at 
the  fame  time  it  cannot  be  deny’d,  that  his  Title  to  the 
Conqueft  was  as  good  as  the  Emperor’s  to  the  Country 
conquered.  Upon  which  confideration,  the  Judges  might 
very  well  proceed  as  a Court  of  Equity,  by  taking  this 
Affair  out  of  the  common  Road,  and  moderating  the  Ri- 
gour of  Juftice:  To  which  they  were  the  more  induced  by 
the  Weaknefs  of  Velafquess  Arguments,  his  violent  Pro- 
ceedings and  Difrefpebt  to  the  Royal  Authority.  It  is 
faid  he  liv’d  but  a little  while  after  he  receiv’d  the  Em- 
peror’s reprimand,  the  very  Words  of  Kings  having  the 
power  to  reward  and  puniffi.  We  muft  not  refufe  to 
Diego  Velafques  the  juft  Praifes  he  deferv’d,  on  account  of 
his  Quality,  Capacity,  and  Courage,  of  which  he  had  given 
fignal  Proofs  in  the  Conqueft  of  Cuba  ; but  upon  this 
occafion  he  was  milerably  miftaken  in  the  beginning,  and, 
by  the  ufe  of  improper  Means,  fell  ffiort  ot  the  end  he 
propofed ; and,  finally,  his  Impatience  haften’d  his  death. 
His  firft  Fault  was  Diftruft,  a Vice  which,  like  Excels  of 
Fear,  produces  Rafhnefs ; the  fecond  was  Anger,  which  does 

more 
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more  than  make  Men  irrational ; for  it  makes  them  Ene- 
mies to  Reafon : and  the  third  was  Envy,  which,  in  mean 
Spirits,  fupplies  the  place  of  Anger. 

The  next  thing  taken  into  confideration,  was  the  Affif- 
tance  to  be  given  Cortez,,  the  Care  ol  which  the  Emperor 
referred  to  the  fame  Council : He  gave  a very  favourable 
audience  to  his  Agents,  and  feem’d  well  pleas’d  that  Juftice 
had  declar’d  on  their  fide : He  bellow’d  feveral  Marks  of 
his  Favour  upon  Martin  Cortex , on  account  of  his  Son’s 
Merit,  whom  he  promis’d  to  reward  according  to  the 
Greatnefs  of  his  Service.  Several  Regulars  were  named 
for  the  Converfion  of  the  Indians , the  fir  ft  Care  of  the 
Emperor,  who  was  always  more  zealous  for  the  advance- 
ment of  Religion  than  for  the  augmentation  of  his  Em- 
pire. He  order’d  a confiderable  number  of  Arms  and 
Horfes  to  be  embark’d  in  the  firft  Fleet  ; and,  confider- 
ing  how  much  it  imported  to  ufe  the  utmoft  difpatch 
at  a time  when  Hernan  Cortex  was  engaged  in  War,  and 
not  without  great  fufpicion  of  his  Rivals,  he  commanded 
the  Orders  to  be  immediately  drawn,  and  fent  by  feveral 
Letters. 

One  was  dire&ed  to  the  Governours  and  Royal  Au- 
dience of  Saint  Domingo,  fignifying  to  them  his  refolution, 
with  orders  to  alfift  Cortex  to  the  utmoft  of  their  power, 
and  remove  all  Impediments  to  his  Conqueft.  Another 
was  to  Diego  Velajques , ftridtly  enjoining  him  to  defift 
from  further  interfering  in  that  Enterprize,  and  fevereiy 
cenfuring  his  violent  Proceedings.  There  was  another  to 
Francifco  de  Garay,  blaming  him  for  attempting  any  thing 
on  New- Spain,  and  forbidding  him  to  continue  that  De- 
fign.  The  laft  was  directed  to  Hernan  Cortez ,,  and  abound- 
ed in  thofe  Marks  of  Honour  and  Favour  which  Kings 
beftow  on  thofe  from  whom  they  have  received  extraordi- 
nary Services,  when  they  do  not  difdain  to  own  the  Obli- 
gation. The  Emperor  in  this  Letter  did  not  only  approve 
the  paft  Actions  of  Cortez >,  but  withall  his  prefent  Defign, 
and  the  Difjpofition  he  had  made  for  re-taking-  the  City 
of  Mexico.  He  let  him  know  how  fenfible  he  was  of  his 
Valour  and  Conftancy,  not  forgetting  to  take  notice  of 
the  Prudence  and  Addrefs  with  which  he  had  managed 
both  his  own  Troops  and  thofe  of  his  Confederates.  His 
Majefty  alfo  inform’d  him  of  the  Orders  he  had  given  to 
fecure  him  from  his  Rivals,  and  of  the  Commiffion  he  had 
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fent  him  to  be  Governour  and  Captain-General  of  that 
Country : He  allured  him  at  the  lame  time  of  more  folid 
Proofs  of  his  Acknowledgment,  and  made  particular  and 
honourable  mention  of  the  Captains  and  Soldiers  who  had 
ferved  under  him.  He  recommended  to  him  in  a molt 
preffing  manner  to  treat  the  Indians  well,  and  to  take  care 
to  have  them  inftructed  in  the  Chriftian  Religion,  con- 
fidering  them  as  a Soil  capable  of  being  cultivated  by  the 
Gofpel  : He  laftly  gave  him  hopes  of  fpeedy  fuccour 
and  ailiftance,  referring  to  his  Valour  and  Fidelity  the  final 
accomplifhment  of  fo  great  a Work.  A Letter  which  will 
for  ever  honour  the  illuftrious  Pofterity  of  Cortex ! and 
fuch  a one  as  would  not  only  give  nobility,  where  it  is 
wanting,  but  a luftre  to  Families  of  the  nobleft  Defcent. 

These  Difpatches  were  all  figned  by  the  Emperor  in 
Valladolid , the  lid  of  October,  1 511.  and  immediately  fent 
away  with  two  of  the  Envoys  of  Cortez j,  the  other  two  re- 
maining behind  to  follicit  Succours,  and  receive  Inftruc- 
tions  that  were  framing  for  the  civil  and  military  Govern- 
ment of  the  new  conquered  Country. 

Tiro’  we  have  a little  interrupted  our  Account  of  the 
Exploits  of  Cortez >,  we  thought  it  neceffary  to  purfue  this 
Affair  to  the  Conclufion,  that  we  might  not  leave  it  un- 
finifhed  in  fuch  manner  as  fhould  oblige  us  to  make  ano- 
ther digreflion : A Liberty  not  only  taken  by  Hifforians, 
but  Annalifls,  who  tie  themfelves  up  more  flridtly  to  time 
as  we  find  it  pra&ifed  in  Cornelius  Tacitus,  who,  in  the 
Empire  of  Claudius,  introduces  and  concludes  the  Wars  of 
L Britain , under  the  two  Vice-Pretors,  OjJorius  and  Didius, 
judging  it  lefs  inconvenient  to  break  through  the  Series  of 
Years,  than  the  Connexion  of  important  Events. 
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CHAP.  IX. 

Cortez  receives  a new  Succour  of  Men  and 
Ammunition : he  muflers  his  Spanifh.  Troops  • 
and  the  Confederates  do  the  like , after  his 
Example : He  publijhes  certain  military  Or- 
ders, and  begins  his  March , with  a defign  to 
poffefs  himfelf  of  Tezeuco. 

T was  now  about  the  end  of  the  Ye ar  1 520,  when 
Cortez,  refolved  to  march  with  his  whole  Army  into 
the  Enemy’s  Country,  and  to  make  the  laft  Difpofi- 
tions  for  his  grand  Enterprize.  He  had  received  fome  few  days 
befoie,  a Succour  of  Men,  whom  good  fortune  threw  in  his 
way  j for  the  Governour  of  Vera  Cruz,  gave  him  notice, 
that  a Merchant-Man  from  the  Canaries  was  anchored 
there,  with  a confiderable  Quantity  of  Fire-Arms  and  Pow- 
der, and  other  warlike  Provifions,  three  Horfes,  and  fome 
Paflengers,  who  came  there  purpofely  to  fell  their.  Mer- 
chandize to  the  Spaniards,  who  were  engaged  in  that  Con- 
quefl, 

A t that  time  all  Sorts  of  Goods  fold  at  an  exceflive 
Price  in  the  Indies , and  the  Hopes  of  Gain  had  quite 
overcome  all  fear  of  fo  diflant  and  dangerous  a Com- 
merce. Upon  this  advice,  Cortez ,,  defirous  to  make  ad- 
vantage of  the  Opportunity,  immediately  fent  a Commif- 
fary  to  Vera  Cruz,,  with  Bars  of  Gold  and  Silver,  under  a 
fufficient  Guaid  5 and  the  Governour  was  ordered  to  buy 
the  Arms  and  Ammunition  as  cheap  as  he  could.  The 
Governour  managed  the  Matter  with  fo  much  dexterity, 
and  laisd  fuch  an  Opinion  of  the  Undertaking  in  which 
his  General  was  engaged,  that  not  only  the  Merchants 
fold  what  they  had  brought  at  a reafonable  rate,  but  the 
Captain  of  the  Veffel,  with  the  Matter,  and  thirteen  Spanifh 

Soldiers, 
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Soldiers,  went  with  the  Commiffary  to  the  Camp,  and 
join’d  the  Army,  with  a refolution  to  feek  their  Fortunes  in 
the  Indies : a Notion  which  was  very  prevalent  at  that  time, 
and  which  ftill  fubfifts  among  fome  who  are  eager  to  enrich 
themfelves  that  way ; the  Deftrubtion  of  thoie  who  have 
been  deceiv’d,  not  in  the  lead  difcouraging  the  Avarice  of 
others. 

With  this  Reinforcement,  and  fome  others  which  Hernan 
Cortex  had  received  beyond  all  expectation,  he  refolved 
to  haften  the  March  of  his  Army ; and  indeed  he  could 
not  now  delay  it  any  longer,  or  Ray  for  the  finifhing  of 
the  Brigantines ; for  the  Troops  of  the  Republick,  with 
thofe  of  their  Allies,  were  daily  arriving,  and,  from  their 
Inaction,  he  might  reafonably  apprehend  fome  Inconve- 
niences. 

Upon  which,  he  affembled  his  Captains,  to  deliberate 
what  would  be  moft  proper  for  them  to  undertake  with 
the  Forces  they  had,  for  the  Service  of  the  grand  Defign, 
till  fuch  time  as  they  fhould  be  join’d  by  all  the  reft  of 
the  Troops,  and  were  in  a Condition  to  attempt  the  Re- 
covery ot  Mexico  : and  after  a long  Debate  upon  variety  of 
Opinions,  they  refolved  to  march  dire&ly  to  Tez^euco,  and, 
in  all  events,  to  feize  that  City  ; which  being  fituated  in 
the  Road  from  ‘Tlafcala,  and  almoft  on  the  Borders  of  the 
Lake,  feemed  very  proper  for  a Place  of  Arms : it  was  a 
Poft  which  they  could  fortify  and  maintain,  and  where 
they  might  eafily  receive  the  Reinforcements  they  expected, 
and  make  Inroads  from  it  into  the  Enemy’s  Country : 
Moreover,  it  was  a fure  Retreat  at  a reafonable  diftance 
from  Mexico , to  fhelter  them  from  the  Accidents  of  War. 
It  was  alfo  judged,  that  the  Troops  which  were  already  ar- 
rived, were  a Number  fufficient  for  that  Defign ; and  tho’ 
the  Canals,  by  which  the  Waters  of  the  Lake  had  a commu- 
nication with  the  City,  feemed  too  narrow  for  the  Paffage 
of  the  Brigantines,  they  refolved  to  confider  more  at  leifure 
of  that  Difficulty  afterwards,  and  to  begin  their  March 
without  any  farther  delay.  The  day  after  this  refolution, 
Cortez,  mufter’d  his  Spaniards,  and  found  them  five  hun- 
dred and  forty  Foot,  and  forty  Florfe,  with  nine  Pieces  of 
Artillery,  brought  on  fhore  from  the  Veffels.  This  Parade 
was  ordered  in  fight  of  an  innumerable  Concourfe  of  Peo- 
ple, and  had  the  air  of  a general  Review,  by  drawing  the 
attention  of  the  Spectators  from  the  numbring  of  the 
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Men,  to  the  Pomp  of  the  Show,  in  which  nothing  was 
omitted  that  ferv’d  for  oftentation ; as,  the  Finery  of  the 
Soldiep,  flying  of  Colours,  management  of  Horfes,  and 
the  handling  of  their  Arms,  when  they  prepared  to  falute 
the  General ; and  all  was  performed  with  fo  much  Gal- 
lantry and  Decorum,  that  the  Multitude  exprefled  their 
Satisfaction  by  repeated  Acclamations : and  the  Indian  Sol- 
diers were  inftruCfed  by  their  Example.  For  Xicotencal , 
who  was  General  of  the  Republick,  would  needs  mufter 
his  Troops,  not  that  this  Method  was  ever  praCtifed  by  the 
' Tlafcalans , but  only  to  make  his  court  to  Cortez by  imi- 
tating the  Spaniards ; and  firft  paft  the  Drums  and  Trum- 
pets, with  the  reft  of  their  warlike  Inftruments ; then  the 
Captains,  in  Files,  gayly  adorn’d,  with  large  Plumes  of 
various  Colours,  and  Jewels  hanging  at  their  Ears  and 
Lips;  they  carrried  their  Macanas,  or  two-handed  Swords, 
under  the  Left  Arm,  with  their  Points  upward,  and  every 
one  had  a Page,  bearing  his  Shield,  on  which  were  different 
Figures,  exprefling  their  own  Exploits,  and  the  Defeat  of 
their  Enemies ; after  their  manner,  they  complimented 
the  two  Generals,  and  then  the  Troops  marched  by  in  dif- 
ferent Bodies,  diftioguiftted  by  the  Colour  of  their  Plumes, 
and  by  their  Enfigns ; namely,  the  Figures  of  feveral  Ani- 
mals, which  hanging  at  the  end  of  their  Pikes,  ferved  in- 
ftead  of  Colours : The  whole  Army  confifted  of  ten  thou- 
fand chofen  Men ; for  tho’  the  Republick  had  provided  a 
much  greater  Number,  yet  the  reft  of  their  Levies  were 
left  to  aflift  in  conducting  the  Brigantines,  the  Security  of 
which  was  of  fo  much  confequence,  that  the  Senate  took 
the  engaging  their  Troops  that  way  as  a Favour,  which 
might  have  been  refented  as  a Slight. 

Antonio  de  Herrera  will  have  it,  that  the  ‘Tlafcalans 
muftred  eighty  thoufand  Men,  in  which  he  differs  from 
Bernal  Diaz,,  and  other  Authors,  unlefs  he  included  the 
Troops  of  Cholula  and  Guaxocingo , which  were  encamped 
without  the  Town  ; for  there  is  no  doubt  but  Hernan 
CorteZj  marched  out  of  Tlafcala  with  above  fixty  thoufand 
Men,  not  reckoning  thofe  who  join’d  him  on  his  March, 
or  at  the  Place  of  Rendezvous,  which  were  fo  numerous, 
that  during  the  Seige  of  Mexico , he  had  under  his  Com- 
mand above  two  hundred  thoufand  Men ; and  what  ren- 
ders this  the  more  remarkable,  is,  that  we  have  not  been 
tqld  pf,  any  want  they  had  of  Provifions,  or  of  the  leaft 
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Difcord  among  fo  many  different  Nations,  of  any  confufion 
in  the  giving  ot  Orders,  or  of  any  want  ot  exatftnefs  in  obey- 
ing them.  Much  indeed  was  owing  to  the  great  Capaci- 
ty and  extraordinary  Prudence  of  Cortex,  but  this  work 
cou’d  not  be  wholly  his.  It  pleas’d  God  to  reduce  this 
Empire  to  his  holy  Law,  and  making  ufe  of  him  as  an 
Inftrument,  he  facilitated  the  Means  which  conduc’d  to 
that  End,  difpofing  the  Minds  of  Men  for  thofe  Events 
which  he  had  pre-ordain’d. 

Cortez  immediately  publifh’d  lome  Ordinances  which 
he  had  form’d  at  ^ his  leifure  hours,  to  prevent  thofe 
inconveniences  in  War,  by  which  it  is  wont  to  hazard, 
or  lofe  its  Character  of  being  Juft.  He  order’d  therefore, 
upon  pain  of  Death,  That  no  Man  fhoud  prefume  to 
draw  his  Sword  againfl  another , either  in  Quarters,  or  upon 
the  TAdarch  That  no  Spaniard  fhould  abufe  a confede- 
rate Indian,  either  by  word  or  atiion  ; That  no  one  fhould. 
force , or  otherwise  abufe  a Woman , tho  belonging  to  the  Ene- 
my ; That  no  one  fhould  leave  the  Army , to  go  and  plunder 
the  Villages , without  leave , and  a number  fufficient  to  execute 
the  Vndertaking  ; and,  That  they  fhould  not  play  away  their 
Arms  and  Horfes  ; in  which  Article , their  Dtfcipline  had 
been  a little  too  rcmifs.  And  he  particularly  prohibited,  on 
pain  of  Infamy  and  Degradation,  all  Swearing,  Blafphemy, 
and  other  Abufes,  which  are  generally  introduc’d,  as  allow- 
able, under  the  title  of  Military  Licence. 

The  fame  Ordinances  were  fignify’d  to  the  Comman- 
ders of  the  Indian  Troops  ; and  Cortex  himfelt  was  prefent 
when  they  were  interpreted  to  them  by  Aguilar  and  Donna 
Marina , in  order  to  make  them  underftand,  that  the 
Penalties  regarded  all  without  exception,  and  that  the  leaft 
of  their  ExCeffes  would  be  pumfti’d  with  the  utmoft  Rigour. 
This  quickly  went  from  the  Tlafcalans  to  the  other  Na- 
tions, and  had  fo  good  an  Effedft,  that  from  that  moment 
there  appear’d  more  regularity  in  the  Indians  than  before  ; 
tho’  during  the  March,  Cortex  was  oblig’d  to  wink  at  fome 
things,  and  make  allowance  for  their  Barbarifm  and  the  pre- 
valency of  Cuftom  ; but  after  the  Puniftiment  ot  two  or 
three,  the  reft  were  reduc’d  to  better  Diicipline : and  the 
Fear  of  being  chaftiz’d,  join’d  with  the  Care  they  took  to 
conceal  their  Crimes,  pafs’d  for  a fort  of  Reparation  to  the 
juftice  of  the  General. 
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Upon  the  day  of  the  March,  which  was  the  Feaft  of  the 
Innocents , after  Father  Bartolome  de  Olmedo  had  faid  Mafs, 
and  addrefs’d  himfelf  to  God  in  a particular  Prayer  for 
the  good  Succefs  of  the  Expedition,  Hernan  Cortez,  com- 
manded the  Indians  to  form  themfelves  into  grofs  Battali- 
ons, and  after  they  were  rang’d  in  order  of  Battle,  he 
march’d  out  of  the  Village  at,. the  head  of  the  Spaniards-, 
and  by  theif  Example,  fhow’d  the  Indians  how  to  double 
their  Files,  with  all  the  leifure  which  that  Movement  re^ 
quires,  their  over-much  hafte  in  beginning  an  Engagement 
generally  bringing  them  into  confufion,  and  being  one  of 
their  greateft  miftakes  in  War.  After  this,  he  call’d  together 
the  principal  Commanders  of  the  feveral  Nations,  and,  by 
the  help  of  the  Interpreters,  made  them  a fhort  Exhorta- 
tion : He  recommended  to  them,  to  animate  their  Men  by 
convincing  them  that  the  prefent  Vndertaking  concern  d their 
common  lntereft,  as  being  to  fight  for  their  own  Liberty , and  that 
of  their  Country  ; to  fend  ail  back  who  were  not  willing  to  flay ; 
to  take  very  particular  care  to  punifh  the  breach  of  Orders  ; 
and  above  all,  to  lay  before  them  the  obligation  they  were  un- 
der of  following  the  Example  of  their  Friends  the  Spaniards, 
both  in  their  ASlions  of  Valour , and  in  their  Moderation. 

They  went  to  put  his  Orders  in  execution,  and  he  re- 
turn’d to  the  Head  of  his  own  Men  ; who,  by  their  Silence, 
fhow’d  that  they  were  prepar’d  to  hear  him  : 1 do  not  pre- 
tend, my  Friends  and  Companions  (faid  he)  to  make  you  fen- 
fible  by  vain  exaggerations  of  the  Obligations  you  lie  under 
to  att  in  this  Expedition  like  Spaniards ; 1 have  already  had 
fuffcient  proofs  of  your  Courage , and  have  even  envy  d the 
gallantry  of  your  Atlions.  What  I am  now  to  recommend  to 
you , is  rather  under  the  character  of  your  Companion  than 
your  General , that  we  flwud  all , with  ecjual  care , confider  this 
great  multitude  of  Indians  who  follow  us,  and  who  regard 
our  Caufe  as  their  own  ; which  lays  us  under  two  Obligations, 
both  worthy  of  our  particular  attention.  The  firfi  is,  to  be- 
have towards  them  as  Friends,  and  even  to  bear  with  them, 
if  it  be  neceffary,  as  Creatures  of  an  inferior  degree  of  Reaf on; 
and  the  other  is,  to  give  them  an  example  by  our  Actions.  Tou 
are fenfble  of  the  Orders  which  have  been  publif'd  to  all,  and 
the  leaf  offence  again f them,  amongft  you,  will  be  aggravated  by 
the  addition  of  jetting  a bad  Example ; every  one  mufl  confider 
the  influence  his  Tranfgreffions  may  have , or  elfe  the  reft  will 
be  oblig'd  to  confider  the  important  influence  of  their  due  Pu- 
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nifhment . I frail  be  extremely  concern  d,  to  find  my  f elf  ne- 
ceffitated  to  proceed  with  rigour  again (l  the  Man  of  leajl  ac- 
count amongfl  you  • but  this  concern  will  be  unavoidable  ; for 
1 am  refold'd  to  be  Jufl,  as  well  as  Patient.  You  are  all 
fenfible  of  the  great  Undertaking  we  have  in  hand  ; 'tis  no 
lefs  than  the  Conquefl  of  an  Empire  for  our  King , and  will 
be  an  Affion  worthy  to  be  recorded  in  Hifiory.  E be  Forces 
we  already  have , with  thofe  who  are  yet  to  join  us , will  be 
proportion'd  to  this  heroic  Defign ; and  God , zuhofe  CauJ'e  zpe 
defend , and  who  has  hitherto  miraculoufly  fupported  us , zi nil 
go  along  with  us  ; nor  is  it  pojfible  to  fuppoje , he  will  abandon 
an  Enterprise,  in  which  he  hath  Jo  often  declar'd  himjelf  our 
Leader.  Let  us  then  follow  him,  and  not  difpleafe  him.  And 
repeating  again,  Let  us  thenfollozv  him,  and  not  difpleafe  him, 
he  ended  his  Speech,  and  gave  orders  ■ for  the  March,  with 
the  Acclamations  of  his  People ; taking  for  good  Progno- 
fticks,  the  Satisfa&ion  with  which  the  Soldiers  follow’d  him, 
the  extraordinary  Accident  by  which  the  Number  of  his 
Spaniards  was  augmented,  and  the  hearty  Dilpohtion  of 
his  Confederates.  He  conlider’d  all  thefe  together  as  a hap- 
py prefage  of  Succefs,  not  that  he  made  much  account  of 
fuch  Observations,  but  the  Underftanding  fometimes  relaxes 
itfelf,  that  Hope  may  be  diverted  with  the  dreams  of  the 
Imagination* 


CHAP. 
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The  Army  marches , and  overcomes  fome  Difficul- 
ties. The  King  of  Tezeuco  fends  an  art  fid 
Emhaffiy  to  Cortez  ; he  returns  an  Anfwer 
of  the  fame  kind , and  thereby  gains  admit- 
tance into  the  City  mthout  refinance. 

HHE  Army  march’d  that  day  fix  Leagues,  and,  at 
Sun-fet,  took  up  their  Quarters  in  a place  call’d 
Te&meluca,  which,  in  the  Language  of  the  Coun- 
try, fignify’d  a Grove  of  Oaks.  It  was  a confiderable 
Town  fituate  on  the  Mexican  Confines,  and  in  the  jurif- 
dittion  of  Guaxocingo , whofe  Cazique  took  care  to  provide 
fufficiently  for  all  the  Troops,  and  a particular  Regale  for 
the  Spaniards.  The  day  following,  they  continued  their 
march  in  the  Enemies  Country  with  all  neceffary  precau- 
tions. They  receiv’d  advice,  that  the  Mexicans  were  affem- 
bled  on  the  other  fide  of  a Mountain,  whofe  Woods  and 
Rocks,  render’d  the  Paffage  to  the  Road  of  Tezeuco  very 
difficult ; and  becaufe  they  came  not  to  that  place  till  to- 
wards Evening,  and  it  was  not  advifable  to  march  thro’  fuch 
broken  mountainous  Ground,  when  Night  was  approach- 
ing, the  Army  made  a Halt,  and  lodg’d  themfelves  as  well 
as  they  cou’d,  making  great  Fires,  which  were  fcarce  fut- 
ficient  to  preferve  them  from  the  intemperate  Cold. 

E a r ly  in  the  morning  they  began  to  mount  the  Hill, 
and  penetrate  the  Woods,  keeping  pace  with  the  Artillery ; 
but  they  had  not  march’d  much  above  a League,  when  the 
Vanguard  return’d  with  an  account,  that  the  Enemy  had 
Rop’d  up  the  way  with  Trees  laid  a-crofs,  and  fharp  Stakes, 
which  they  had  fix’d  in  the  loofe  Sands  to  wound  the 
Horfes  ; upon  which  Hcrnan  Cortex , who  never  loR  any 
opportunity  of  encouraging  his  Men,  faid  to  the  Spaniards 

aloud, 


Book  V-  ^Mexico,  or  New  Spain.  ?7 

aloud,  Theje  valiant  People  don't  feem  very  defirous  to  meet 
us,  fince  they  take  fo  much  pains  to  flap  up  the  may  to  them : 
and  without  the  leaf!  delay,  he  order'd  two  thousand  Plaf- 
calans  to  join  the  Vanguard,  and  clear  the  Road  of  al} 
Impediments  ; which  they  executed  with  fo  much  expedi- 
tion, that  the  Rear  of  the  Army  fcarcefeem’d  to  flop.  He 
likewife  detach’d  lome  Companies  to  fearch  narrowly  thofe 
places  which  feem’d  proper  for  Ambufcades ; and  with  all 
the  Caution,  that  thole  figns  of  a neighbouring  Enemy  re- 
quir’d, the  Troops  continu’d  their  march  two  Leagues"  fur- 
ther to  the  top  of  the  Mountain. 

From  this  place  they  difeover’d  the  great  Lake  oi Mexi- 
co, and  upon  this  occafion,  Hernan  Cortez,  put  his  Soldiers 
jn  mind  of  the  profperity  and  riches  they  had  enjoy’d,  as 
well  as  of  what  they  had  buffer'd  in  that  City,  mixing  the 
good  and  bad,  that  he  might  animate  them  to  Revenge 
by  the  incentives  of  Intereft.  They  likewife  difeover’d 
feveral  Fires  in  diftant  Towns,  fucceeding  one  another  with 
fome  intermiffion : and  tho’  there  was  no  doubt  but  thefe 
were  Signals  made  on  the  difeovery  of  the  Army,  they  pur- 
fu’d  their  March,  with  little  lels  Difficulty,  and  with  the  fame 
Precaution  ; for  the  way  continu’d  very  bad,  and  the  Woods 
were  fo  thick,  that  they  had  but  little  open  Ground. 

But  after  they  had  overcome  this  Difficulty,  they  dif- 
eover’d, at  a great  diffance,  the  Enemies  Army,  which  took 
up  all  the  Plain,  without  making  any  motion,  feeming 
refolv’d  to  continue  in  a poll,  from  whence  they  could 
eafily  make  a retreat.  The  Spaniards  rejoic'd  at  the  oppor- 
tunity of  coming  fo  foon  to  Adtion,  and  the  Tlafcalans  did 
the  fame  ; but  the  Joy  of  the  latter  ftreight  turn’d  to  Fury, 
fo  that  Cortez,  was  oblig’d  to  make  ufe  of  his  Voice,  and 
the  diligence  of  fome  of  his  Captains,  to  prevent  their 
running  into  diforder  through  an  eagernefs  to  fight.  The 
Mexicans  were  on  the  tardier  fide  of  a great  Barranco  or 
Gap  in  the  Earth,  which  mud  of  neceffity  be  pafs’d.  It 
was  made  deeper  by  a Brook,  which  gathering  all  the  Wa- 
ters from  the  Mountains,  ran  through  it,  and  was,  at  that 
time,  confiderably  fwell’d.  The  Mexicans  had  a little 
wooden  Bridge  over  it,  for  the  ufe  of  Paffengers,  which 
they  cou’d  eafily  have  broke  down,  but  had  left  on  purpofe, 
as  was  afterwards  fuppos’d,  that  they  might  deflroy  their 
Enemies  in  that  narrow  Pafs,  thinking  it  impoffible  that 
they  cou’d  ever  form  thenffielves  on  the  other  fide,  when  fo 
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vigoroufly  oppos’d.  After  this  manner  they  reafon’d  when 
they  were  at  a diftance  from  danger  ; but  when  they  difco- 
ver’d  the  Army  of  Cortez* , which  they  had  not  believ’d  to 
be  fo  numerous,  their  imagination  was  ftruck  with  lefs  fan- 
taftic  Notions.  They  wanted  Courage  to  defend  their  Poll, 
but  defiring  to  affedf  a fhew  of  Valour,  or  at  leaf!  to  con- 
ceal their  Fear,  they  began  to  retire  by  little  and  little 
without  turning  their  backs,  feeming  to  diftinguifh  betwixt 
a Flight  and  a Retreat. 

Cortez  advanc’d  with  fipeed,  and  when  he  came  up 
to  the  Barranco,  he  efteem’d  it  a piece  of  good  fortune 
that  the  Enemy  had  quitted  it  ; for  notwithftanding  the 
Spaniards  found  no  Refiftance,  they  had  fome  Difficulty 
in  paffing  it.  He  detach’d  twenty  Horfe,  and  fome  Com- 
panies of  'Tlafcalans,  to  keep  the  Enemy  in  play,  without 
engaging  farther,  until  fuch  time  as  the  reft  of  his  Troops 
fhould  be  all  pafs’d  ; but  the  Mexicans  no  fooner  faw  them 
drawing  up  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Barranco,  but  they 
laid  afide  all  their  Policy,  openly  flying  and  difperfing, 
fome  betaking  themfelves  to  the  moft  unfrequented  Paths, 
and  others  feeking  refuge  in  the  fhelter  of  the  Mountains. 

Cortez  did  not  care  to  lofe  time  in  following  the 
Chace,  becaufe  ’twas  of  more  importance  to  pofiefs  him- 
felf  fpeedily  of  Tez*euco ; and  whatever  delay’d  that,  was  to 
be  efteem’d  a hindrance  to  the  main  Defign.  The  Army, 
however,  in  their  March,  made  fome  flaughter  of  the  Mex- 
icans who  had  abfconded  in  the  Woods.  The  fame  night 
the  Troops  quarter’d  in  a place  newly  forfaken  by  the  In- 
habitants, within  three  Leagues  of  Tez^euco,  where  they 
doubled  their  Gentries,  and  were,  in  a manner,  all 
night  under  Arms.  But  the  next  day,  at  a little  diftance 
from  that  Town,  they  difcover’d  about  ten  unarm’d 
Indians , who  were  coming  in  hafte  along  the  Road 
with  the  appearance  of  Meflengers,  or  Fugitives,  and 
brought  with  them  a Plate  of  gold,  in  form  of  a Flag,  hang- 
ing to  the  top  of  a Lance,  which  was  look’d  on  as  a fignal 
of  Peace.  The  chief  of  them  came  as  Ambaflador  from 
the  King  of  cTez*euco,  defiling  Cortez*  to  fpare  his  People 
and  Country,  acquainting  him,  that  he  defir’d  to  be  his  Con- 
federate, for  which  end,  he  had  provided  good  Quarters  for 
all  the  Spaniards , in  the  City  ; and,  that  the  reft  of  the  Na- 
tions under  his  command,  fhould  be  fupply’d  with  every 
thing  that  was  neceflary,  without  the  Walls.  Cortez*  put  fome 
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queftions  to  him,  and  as  he  came  well  inilru&ed,  he  an- 
fwer’d  without  hefitation ; adding,  that  his  Mailer  had  juft 
reafon  to  complain  of  the  Emperor  who  then  reign’d  in 
Mexico , who  was  about  to  execute  his  Revenge  upon  him  by 
fome  Extortions,  and  other  Oppreffions  not  to  be  endur’d,  for 
his  having  refus’d  him  his  \ ote  in  his  Election  to  the  Em- 
pire, for  which  reafon  he  was  minded  to  unite  himielf  with 
the  Spaniards,  as  one  of  the  moil  interefted  in  the  ruin 
of  that  Tyrant. 

Our  Hiftorians  don’t  fay,  or  at  leaft,  don’t  agree,  whether 
the  Brother  of  Cacuma&in,  whom  we  left  Prifoner  in  Mex- 
ico, for  confpiring  againft  Motez^uma  and  the  Spaniards, 
reign’d  at  this  time  in  Te&euco.  It  has  been  already  rela- 
ted how  the  Crown,  and  electoral  Vote,  were  bellow’d  on 
his  Brother  at  the  recommendation  of  CorteZj  > and  tis  veiy 
likely  that  the  diipoifeisd  Prince  reign  d at  this  time,  and 
that  the  new  Emperor  might  think  it  very  proper  to  reftore 
him,  on  the  account  of  his  being  a declar’d  Enemy  of  the 
Spaniards : which  alfo  ieems  agreeable  with  the  diftruft 
conceiv’d  by  Cortez. , ; for  he  no  fooner  receiv’d  the  Embafly, 
buthe  ftep’d  aiide  to  confer  with  his  Captains  about  the 
Anfwer.  They  all  doubted  the  fincerity  of  the  Propoiition, 
and  thought  it  was  too  much  to  be  expected  from  an  offend- 
ed Prince  ; but  that,  neverthelefs,  fince  they  had  already 
refolv’d  to  make  themfelves  Mailers  of  that  place  by  force 
of  Arms,  it  ought  to  be  confider’d  as  a piece  of  good  fortune 
to  have  their  entrance  free,  which  firft  Difficulty  they  iliou  d 
oet  over  bv  accepting  the  Prince’s  offer  ; and  that  when  once 
they  were  within  the  Walls,  where  they  ffiou’d  be  as  much 
upon  their  Guard  as  if  they  had  taken  the  Town  by  Ailault, 
they  might  aft  as  occafion  required.  This  determination 
bein-  made,  Cortez , difpatch’d  the  Ambaffador,  bidding 
him  mil  his  Prince,  That  he  agreed  to  the  Peace,  and  ac- 
cepted the  offer’d  Quarters,  being  defirous  to  correspond 
entirely  to  the  good  Intelligence  with  which  he  had  fought 

his  Friendihip.  ,,,,,, 

The  Tfoops  continu’d  their  March,  and  iodgd  them- 
felves that  night  in  one  of  the  Suburbs  of  the  City,  or 
Village  near  adjoining ; deferring  their  entry  till  next 
morning,  that  they  might  have  the  whole  day  before  them 
for  an  Enterprize,  which,  according  to  the  appearances, 
wou’d  not  be  over  in  a few  hours.  One  ground  of  this 
Sufpicion  was,  their  finding  the  place  utterly  foriaken  by 
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the  Inhabitants ; and  another,  no  lefs  confiderable,  was  the 
Cazique’s  not  appearing,  nor  any  body  from  him,  to  vifit 
Cortez,  : but  there  was  no  fign  of  War,  nor  did  any  thing 
extraordinary  happen,  until  at  Sun-rife,  Cortex  made  his 
Diipofitions  for  attacking  the  Town,  which  he  now  thought 
unavoidable ; tho’  in  a little  time  he  perceiv’d  it  to  be  un- 
neceflary,  for  he  found  the  City  open  and  without  de- 
fence. Some  Troops  advanc’d  to  feize  on  the  Gates,  which 
thev  did  without  Refi fiance.  Hernan  Cortez in  a readinefs 
to  light,  march’d  thro’  the  Streets,  ftill  obferving  the  ap- 
pearances of  Peace  while  he  fufpedled  War.  He  advanc’d 
in  the  bell  order  he  cou’d,  till  he  came  into  a large  Square, 
where  he  drew  up  the  greateft  part  of  his  Men,  and  order’d 
the  reft  to  poftels  themfelves  of  all  the  Streets  thereabouts. 
The  Inhabitants,  who  appear’d  in  multitudes  in  feveral 
places  as  they  pafs’d  along,  feem’d  frighten’d,  and  Ihow’d 
in  their  Faces  the  uneafinefs  of  their  Minds  ; and  it  was 
remark’d,  that  none  of  their  Women  were  to  be  feen  ; 
circumftances  which  help’d  to  confirm  the  firft  fufpicions, 
1 1’  was  thought  proper  to  feize  on  the  chief  Temple, 
which,  by  its  height,  commanded  the  whole  City,  and  from 
whence  might  be  feen  the  greateft  part  of  the  Lake  ; and 
tor  this  Service,  Cortez,  order’d  Pedro  de  dlvarado,  Chriflo- 
<val  dc  Olid , and  Bernal  Diaz,  del  Caftillo,  with  fome  Fire- 
Arms,  and  a fufficient  number  of  Dlafcalans.  They  found 
that  Poft  without  defence,  and  from  the  top  of  the  Temple, 
difcover’d  that  great  numbers  of  the  Inhabitants  were  fly- 
ing from  the  City,  fome  by  Land  to  the  Mountains,  and 
others  in  Canoes  to  Mexico , which  plainly  made  appear 
the  treachery  of  the  Cazique.  Cortez,  order’d  him  to  be 
lought,  and  brought  before  him,  but  was  inform’d,  that  he 
bad  retir’d  fome  little  time  before  to  the  Mexican  Troops 
with  thole  few  of  his  Men  who  were  willing  to  follow  him  ; 
who,  as  the  Peafants  faid,  were  People  of  no  account : for  the 
Nobility,  and  the  greateft  part  of  his  Vaflals,  abhorr’d  his 
Government,  and  flay’d  behind,  pretending  they  wou’d  fol- 
low him.  It  was  difcover’d  likewife,  that  he  had  refolv’d  to 
treat  the  Spaniards  well  until  he  had  gain’d  their  good 
Opinion,  in  order  to  take  advantage  of  their  Security,  and 
introduce  the  Mexicans , who  were  to  deftroy  them  all  in 
one  night ; but  when  he  was  inform’d  by  his  Ambaffador 
of  the  great  force  Cortez,  brought  with  him,  he  wanted 
Courage  to  go  on  with  his  Defign,  and  thought  it  more  ad- 
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viiable  to  retreat,  abandoning  the  City,  and  his  Vaffals,  to 
the  difcretion  of  his  Enemies. 

Here  Good-Fortune  did  as  much  as  Induflry  and  Va- 
lour could  have  done.  Cortez,  dein’d  to  poflefs  himfelf 
of  ‘Tezeuco,  an  advantageous  Poll  fora  place  of  Arms,  and 
neceffary  for  his  Enterprize  ; and  the  defign’d  Stratagem 
of  the  Cazique  gave  him  a tree  Paffage  into  the  City  with- 
out the  leaft  Difpute : his  Flight  remov’d  the  inconve- 
nience of  a continual  Jealouiy  and  Diflruft ; and  the  diicon- 
tent  of  his  Subjebts  facilitated  the  means  of  bringing  them 
to  be  at  his  Devotion.  When  Affairs  are  to  fucceed,  every 
thing  hits  right,  and  for  this  reafon  Fortunate  is  juflly  plac’d 
among  the  Attributes  of  a General,  whofe  prudent  Difpo- 
fitions  are  executed  by  Valour,  but  whofe  Prudence  and 
Valour  are  both  beholden  to  Good-Fortune.  This  word 
Fortune  was  ill  ’underflood  by  the  Gentiles , or  not  under- 
flood at  all.  They  adored  Fortune , as  a Deity,  tho’  fan- 
taflical  and  undiflinguifhing,  always  blind  and  inconflant : 
but  we  underfland  by  this  Name,  the  free  Gifts  of  Divine 
Beneficence  : and  thus  the  Idea  of  what  is  meant  by  prof- 
perous  Accidents,  is  rectified  ; Fortune  reduced  to  its  true 
Signification;  ai\d  the  Fortunate  know  the  Spring  of  thofe 
Favours  they  receive. 
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CHAP.  XI. 


The  Army  being  quarter'd  in  Tezeuco,  the 
Nobles  come  and  offer  to  ferve  in  it.  Cor- 
tez reflores  the  Kingdom  to  the  lawful 
Succeffor)  leaving  the  Tyrant  without  any 
hopes  to  re-eflabliff  him f elf 

H E firft  Care  of  Cortezj,  was,  to  remove  the  Ap- 
piehenfions  which  the  People  of  the  Country  were 
under.  He  order’d  the  Spaniards  to  treat  them  gent- 
ly, endeavouring  to  gain  their  Afreftions  fince  they  ought  to 
confider  them  as  having  already  fubmitted  ; and  this  Order 
was  publilh’d  to  the  Confederate  Troops  With  greater  Pre- 
cifenefs  by  the  Mouths  of  their  Chiefs  ; whole  Obedience 
was  the  more  remarkable,  becaufe  they  were  now  in  an  Ene- 
my’s Country,  well  pra&ifed  in  the  Violences  of  War,  and 
flulh’d  with  the  Prefumption  of  being  Conquerors : but  fuch 
was  their  Refpedf  to  Cortez>,  that  they  not  only  reprelfed  their 
natural  Ferocity  and  evil  Cuftoms,  but  familiariz’d  them- 
felves  with  the  Inhabitants,  publifhing  Peace  to  them  both  by 
their  Words  and  Actions.  The  Soldiers  quarter’d  that  Night 
in  the  Palaces  of  the  fugitive  King,  which  were  fo  capacious 
that  there  was  fufficient  Lodgment  for  the  Spaniards  and 
part  of  the  Tlafcalans,  and  the  reft  were  quarter’d  in  the 
neighbouring  Streets,  without  entering  into  the  Houfes,  that 
they  might  not  incommode  the  Inhabitants. 

The  next  Morning  fome  of  the  Idol  Priefts  came  to 
follicite  good  Treatment  for  their  Gods,  returning  thanks  at 
the  fame  time  for  that  which  they  had  already  experienced. 
They  alfo  acquainted  Cortez. >,  that  the  Nobility  of  that  City 
waited  his  Permiffion  to  come  and  make  an  offer  of  their 
Obedience  and  Friendfhip,  which  Cortezj  agreed  to,  without 
having  any  occafion  to  affect  being  well  pleafed  j for  he 

very 
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very  much  defired  what  he  granted.  And,  a little  after,  the 
Nobles  came  dreft,  as  they  ufed  to  appear,  in  their  publick 
Solemnities,  headed  by  a Youth  of  a genteel  Mien,  who 
1’poke  lor  the  reft,  and  prefented  to  Cortez. , this  Troop  of 
Soldiers,  who  came,  he  laid,  to  ferve  in  his  Army,  defiling 
to  merit  by  their  Adions  a Shelter  under  the  fhade  of  his 
Enfigns ; to  which  he  added  a few  more  Words,  exprefs’d 
with  fuch  a Force  and  Gravity,  as  gain’d  him  at  the  fame 
time  both  Attention  and  Refped.  Hernan  Cortez,  heard 
him  with  Admiration,  and  was  fo  taken  with  his  Eloquence 
and  good  Behaviour  (together  with  the  advantage  of  this 
Offer)  that  without  being  able  to  contain  himfelf,  he  took 
him  into  his  Arms ; but  after  having  attributed  this  excels  of 
his  Content  to  the  difcretion  of  the  young  Man,  he  compos’d 
himfelf  to  return  a fedate  Anfwer  to  his  Propofition. 

The  reft  came  forward,  and  after  the  firft  Ceremonies 
of  Refped  were  over,  Cortez,  retir’d  with  him  who  came 
as  their  Leader,  and  fome  others  of  the  principal  Tez^eucans  ; 
and  calling  for  his  Interpreters,  was  fully  inform’d  of  all 
the  Cazique  s Difpofitions  in  favour  of  the  Mexicans,  the 
Artifice  with  which  he  offer’d  to  quarter  the  Spaniards  in  the 
City,  and  the  Cowardice  with  which  he  turn’d  his  back  on  the 
firft  rumour  of  Danger  : And  laftly,  they  inform’d  him,  that 
the  Perfon  of  the  Cazique  was  fo  much  abhorr’d  by  his  Vaf- 
fals,  that  inftead  of  regretting  his  Abfence,  they  rejoic’d  at 
it  as  a Happinefs : a Dilpofition  which  Hernan  Cortez,  endea- 
vour’d to  confirm  them  in,  becaufe  it  imported  him  much, 
to  make  advantage  of  this  their  Difaffedion  to  their  Prince, 
for  the  more  fee  ure  Eftablifhment  of  his  place  of  Arms;  and 
the  Anfwer  they  return’d  him  was  exadly  agreeable  to  his 
Wifhes.  For  the  moft  Antient  of  the  Nobles  perceiving 
the  end  to  which  his  Queftions  tended,  inform’d  him, 
That  Cacumazin,  Lord  of  Tezeuco,  was  not  the  rightful 
Owner  of  that  Country , but  one  of  the  moft  monftrous  Tyrants 
that  Nature  had  produced , having  kill'd  his  elder  Brother 
Nezabal  with  his  own  Hands , and  jazzed  his  Crown ; that 
the  Prince  who , as  firft  of  all  the  Nobles , had  addrefs'd  him  in 
the  name  of  all , was  lauful  Son  of  the  murtherd  King , and  that 
either  his  Youth,  or  the  Contempt  the  Tyrant  had  of  him , had 
been  his  Security  ; that  he,  being  fenfwle  of  the  danger  which 
threatned  him , had  fo  prudently  conceal'd  his  Senfe  of  the  In- 
jury done  him , that  his  Dijftmulation  pajjedfor  want  of  Un- 
derfianding  ; that  all  this  Wtckednefs  had,  been  done  with  the 

Know- 
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Knowledge  and  by  the  aAffi fiance  of  the  Emperor  of  Mexico, 
who  reigned  before  Motezuma,  and  that  the  prefent  Emperor 
Supported  Cacu'mazin  in  like  manner , that  he  might  make  him 
his  Jnftrument  for  the  deffruCtion  of  the  Spaniards.  But  that 
the  Nobles  of  Tezeuco  mortally  abhorred  his  Violences , and 
the  common  People  could  no  longer  endure  his  Government  ; 
for  that  in/lead  of  treating  them  like  Subjects,  he  ujed  them  as 
his  Slaves. 

Thus  did  the  old  Man  deliver  his  Thoughts,  and  Cor- 
tez, had  fcarce  heard  him  out,  when  it  immediately  occurr’d 
to  him  what  was  fit  to  be  done.  He  went  up  to  the  difpoffeft 
Prince  with  fomewhat  more  of  Refpebt,  and  placing  him  by 
his  fide,  he  call’d  together  the  reft  of  the  Nobles,  who  were 
expecting  his  Refolution,  and  commanding  his  Interpreters 
to  explain  aloud  what  he  faid,  fpoke  to  them  after  this  man- 
net  Ton  have  here  before  you,  my  Friends , the  lawful  Son 
of  your  lawful  King.  ‘The  unju/l  Maffer , to  whofe  ill- acquir'd 
Power  you  pay  a forc'd  Obedience , feizjd  the  Scepter  of 
Tezeuco,  with  a Hand  dy'd  in  the  Blood  of  his  elder  Brother  ; 
and,  as  the  art  of  preferving  Dominion  is  unknozon  to  a T y- 
rant,  he  has  govern'd  by  the  fame  Violence  that  he  made  himfelf 
a King  ■,  little  caring  how  much  he  deferved  the  hatred  of  his 
Subjects,  provided  he  made  them  fear  him,  and  treating  thofe 
like  Slaves  zvho  bore  with  his  Crimes.  But  at  lafl , by  bafely 
abandoning  of  you  in  time  of  danger,  and  neglecting  your 
Defence,  he  hath  at  once  fhezbed  his  ozvn  want  of  Courage , and 
put  it  in  your  power  to  redrefs  your  Misfortunes.  1 might,  if 
I ivere  not  otherways  inclined,  take  advantage  of  your  de- 
fence lefs  Condition,  and  ufe  the  rights  of  War,  by  fub^e cling  this 
City,  ivhich  1 hold,  as  you  fee,  at  the  Pleafure  of  my  Szcora:  but 
’ tis  with  difficulty  that  the  Spaniards  confent  to  do  a hardfhip  ; 
and  as  he  that  did  us  the  Injury,  was  not  really  your  King,  you 
ought  not  to  fuffer  as  his  Vajjals,  nor  for  his  Offence,  nor  ought 
this  Prince  to  remain  without  the  Kingdom , which  Nature  be- 
jftowed  upon  him.  Receive  then  from  my  Hand,  the  Prince 
whom  you  before  received  from  Heaven.  Pay  him  for  my  fake 
that  Obedience  you  owe  him  as  the  Succejfcr  of  his  Father , 
and  place  him  on  the  Throne  of  his  Mncefiors  ; for  as  1 lefs 
regard  my  own  Conveniency,  than  1 do  Equity  and  Juft  ice,  I 
defire  his  Friendfhip  more  than  his  Kingdom,  andyour  Satif- 
faffion,  rather  than  your  Subjection. 


This 
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This  Propofal  of  Cortez,  was  receiv’d  by  the  Nobles  with 
areat  Applaufe.  They  were  freed  from  their  Fears,  and  at 
?he  fame  time  obtain’d  all  that  they  defiled.  Some  threw 
themfelves  at  his  Feet,  extolling  his  Benignity,  whilft  o- 
thers,  more  mindful  of  their  natural  Obligation,  advanced 
to  kifs  the  Hand  of  their  Prince.  The  News  was  prefently 
publifh’d  thro’  the  City,  and  the  Satisfaction  of  the  People 
appeared  by  their  Acclamations,  Dances,  and  Plays,  fuch  as 
they  ufed  on  their  Feftivals,  with  all  other  accuflomary 
Demonftrations  of  their  mad  Joy. 

The  next  day  was  appointed  for  the  Coronation  of  the 
new  King,  which  was  celebrated  with  all  the  ufual  Ceremo- 
nies, and  Solemnities.  Hernan  Cortez  aflifted  at  it,  as 
Difpenfer  or  Donor  of  the  Crown,  by  this  means  fharing 
in  the  Applaufe  of  the  People,  and  gaining  a more  abfo- 
lute  Empire  over  them,  than  if  he  had  conquer’d  them. 
This  excellent  piece  of  ConduCt  was  one  of  thofe  which 
iuftly  acquir’d  him  the  Character  of  a prudent  General  : 
for  it  was  of  the  utmoft  importance  to  him  to  fecure  this 
City,  in  order  to  purfue  his  Enterprize  upon;  Mexico  ; and 
he  found  the  way  of  obliging  the  new  King  with  the  great- 
eft  of  worldly  Benefits : of  interefting  the  Nobility  in  his 
Reftitution,  rendering  them  irreconcilable  with  the  Tyrant : 
of  gaining  the  common  People,  by  his  Equity  and  Difin- 
tereftednefs : and  laftly,  of  making  hjs  Quarters  fafe  ;and  fe- 
cure, which  by  no  other  means,  could  have  been  effected. 
But  his  greateft  Satisfaction  was,  that  in  redreffing  the  Injury 
done  to  the  young  Prince,  he  followed  the  Dictates  of 
right  Reafon  ; a Confideration  to  which  he  gave  the  pre- 
ference before  all  the  other  Advantages  which  attended  this 
part  of  his  ConduCt;  it  being  much  more  agreeable  to  his 
Genius  to  do  aCts  of  Generofity,  than  ftriCtly  to  pi#ie  the 
Meafures  which  Prudence  might  dgeCt  for  his  Intercft. 
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CHAP.  XII. 


The  new  King  of  Tezeuco  is  baptized  with 
public k Solemnity ; Cortez  marches  with  part 
of  the  Army  to  pojfefs  himfelf  of  the  City  of 
Iztapalapa,  where  he  flands  in  need  of  all  his 
Circumfpeffion,  to  prevent  falling  into  an  Am- 
bujh  prepared  by  the  Mexicans. 

E RN A N Cortez,  was  applauded,  and  refpedted 
even  to  veneration  among  thole  People  : The  No- 
bles declared  themfelves  his  Friends,  and,  at  the 
fame  time,  Enemies  to  the  Mexicans : The  City  was 
entirely  re-peopled  by  the  return  of  thofe  Families  which 
had  retired  to  the  Mountains ; and  the  Prince  himfelf 
was  lb  fubmiflive  and  obfequious  to  CorteZ,,  that  he 
not  only  offered  his  Troops,  and  to  ferve  in  Perfon  in 
die  War  of  Mexico , but  alfo  took  his  opinion  in  every 
thing  he  did:  and,  tho’,  when  he  was  among  his  own 
People,  he  commanded  as  a King,  yet  when  he  came  into 
the  prefence  of  Cortez,  he  appear’d  as  a Subjedt,  and  re- 
Ipedted  him  as  his  Superiour.  He  was  about  nineteen 
or  twenty  Years  of  age,  and  had  the  Capacity  of  a Man 
born  in  a Country  lels  barbarous.  Hernan  Cortez,  took 
advantage  of  his  good  Difpofition  to  introduce  fomefimes 
the  Difcourfe  of  Religion;  and  found  by  his  attention,  and 
way  of  reafoning,  a kind  of  propenlion  to  what  was  moll 
fafe,  which  gave  him  hopes  of  bringing  him  over  to  Chri- 
llianity  : for  he  was  difpleafed  with  the  barbarous  Sacrifices 
of  the  Indians,  thought  Cruelty  to  be  a Vice,  and  confelfed 
that  thole  Gods  who  were  to  be  appeafed  with  the  Blood 
of  Men,  could  not  be  Friends  to  Mankind.  Father  Bartolome 
de  Olmedo  bore  a part  in  thefe  Conventions ; and  finding 
him  not  only  wavering  in  his  Errors,  but  inclined  to  the 
Truth,  he  brought  him  in  a few  days  to  be  capable  of  re- 
ceiving 
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ceiving  Baptifm ; the  Ceremony  of  which  was  performed 
publickly,  and  with  great  folemnity,  the  Prince  defiring  to 
take  the  name  of  Von  Hernando  Cortez?,  in  refpebfc  to  bis 
Godfather. 

They  were  now  at  work  upon  the  Canals  which  convey’d 
the  Waters  of  the  Lake  to  the  City,  and  the  Prince  fent  fix 
or  feven  thoufand  of  his  Vaflals  to  help  to  make  them  broader 
and  deeper,  according  to  the  meafure  of  the  Brigantines. 
And  Cortez,  at  the  fame  time,  defiring  to  undertake  fome- 
thing  to  facilitate  the  Enterprize  upon  Mexico,  refolved  to 
advance  with  part  of  his  Forces  to  the  City  of  Iz,tapalapa, 
fix  Leagues  forwards,  that  he  might  deprive  the  Mexicans 
of  that  ihelter  for  their  Canoes,  which  very  often  came 
from  thence  and  diflurbed  his  Workmen ; and  partly  to 
give  the  confederate  Indians  fome  Employment,  who  were 
kept  quiet  in  the  midfl  of  this  Idlenefs  by  pure  force  df 
Authority,  and  not  without  cofling  him  a good  deal  of  tire- 
fome  Attention  and  Care. 

The  City  of  lzjapalapa  (as  we  have  already  obferved) 
was  fituate  upon  the  fame  Cawfeway  by  which  the  Spaniards 
made  their  nrfl  entry  into  Mexico ; and  difpofed  after  fuch 
a manner,  that  the  greateft  part  of  the  Buildings  (which 
were  above  ten  thoufand  Houfes)  was  within  the  very  Lake, 
whofe  Water  was  brought  into  that  part  of  the  Town,  which 
was  built  on  the  Bank,  by  Trenches,  with  Sluices  to  let  it  in* 
as  occafion  required.  Hernan  Cortez,  charg’d  himfelf  with 
the  care  of  this  Expedition,  and  took  with  him  the  Captains 
Pedro  de  Alvarado  and  Cbrifioval  de  Olid , with  three  hun- 
dred Spaniards , and  ten  thoufand  Tlafcalans : and  tho’  the 
young  King  of  Pez^euco  was  defirous  to  accompany  him,  he 
would  not  permit  it,  telling  him,  his  Prefence  would  be 
more  ufeful  in  the  City  ; the  military  Government  of  which 
he  left  to  Gonz,dlo  de  Sandoval , and  with  both  of  them 
fuch  Inftrudtions  as  he  thought  necefTary  for  the  fecurity  of 
their  Quarters,  and  to  obviate  the  Accidents  that  might 
happen  in  his  abfenee. 

They  prefently  began  their  March  by  the  Cawfeway, 
with  a defign  to  poffefs  themfelves  firfl  of  that  part  of  the  City 
which  was  built  upon  it,  and  diflodge  the  Inhabitants  from 
the  other  part  with  their  Artillery  and  Fire-Arms,  as  occafion 
fhould  offer.  But  the  Enemy  was  immediately  informed 
of  their  Motions,  and  the  Army  was  no  fooner  come  with- 
in fight  of  the  place,  than  -they  difcovered  a Body  of 
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about  eight  thoufand  Men  at  a little  diflance  from  the  Walls, 
who  came  out  to  defend  them  in  the  open  Field,  with  fo 
much  Refolution,  that,  tho’  they  found  themfelves  inferiour 
in  number,  they  flood  the  Engagement,  and  fought  with 
Bravery  enough  to  retire  with  fome  Reputation ; which  they 
did  in  little  time  to  the  City,  where,  without  flaying  to 
defend  the  Entrance,  or  fhut  the  Gates,  they  inflantly  difap- 
pear’d,  throwing  themfelves  into  the  Lake  in  diforder,  but 
with  the  fame  Cries  and  menacing  Geflures  which  they 
ufed  in  fighting. 

Hernan  Cortez  was  fenfible  that  this  kind  of  retreat 
had  the  appearance  of  a Stratagem  to  draw  him  into  fome 
greater  Danger,  and  therefore  marche  his  Army  into  the 
City  with  all  poflible  Precaution ; but  he  found  all  the 
Houfes  upon  the  Land  utterly  abandoned:  and  tho’  the 
Noife  and  Cries  of  the  Enemy  continued  in  that  part  which 
flood  in  the  Water,  he  refolved,  with  the  Advice  of  his 
Captains,  to  maintain  himfelf  in  the  Poll  where  he  was, 
and  lodge  within  the  Walls,  without  attempting  any  thing 
farther,  the  Day  being  too  far  fpent.  But  it  fcarce  began 
to  be  dark,  when  they  perceived  the  Canals  every  where  to 
overflow,  the  Water  running  impetuoufly  to  the  lower 
Grounds.  Cortez,  immediately  underftood  that  the  Enemy’s 
Defign  was  to 1 drown  this  part  of  the  City,  which  they 
might  eafily  do,  by  opening  the  Sluices  of  the  great  Lake; 
and  as  the  Danger  was  inevitable,  he  was  obliged  to  give 
inflant  Orders  to  quit  the  place ; and  tho’  they  made  all 
the  hafle  poflible,  the  Water  came  above  their  Knees. 

Cortez  was  very  much  mortify ’d,  and  diffatisfy’d  with 
himfelf, that  he  had  not  prevented  this  Stratagem  of  th ^Indians, 
as  if  it  was  poflible,  with  the  utmofl  Vigilance,  to  provide 
againfl  all  Accidents,  or  human  Forefight  had  not  its 
Bounds.  He  drew  out  his  Army  into  the  Road  of  T ez,euco, 
to  which  place  he  thought  to  retire,  deferring  the  Enter- 
prize  of  I&tapalapa  to  a more  favourable  Opportunity; 
for  it  was  impracticable  at  this  time,  without  a greater 
Force  on  the  Lake-fide,  and  fome  Veffels  to  drive  the 
Mexicans  from  that  place.  The  Troops  lodged  that  Night 
as  well  as  they  could  on  a little  Hill  flee  from  the  Water; 
where,  neverthelefs,  they  fuffered  very  much,  being  very 
wet,  and  without  any  Defence  againfl  the  Cold ; but  in 
fuch  good  heart,  that  there  was  not  the  leafl  Murmur  heard 
among  the  Soldiers:  And  Cortez,,  who  went  among  the 
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Ranks  infufing  Patience  by  his  example,  ftrove  by  threatnin®- 
Difcourfes  againft  the  Enemy  either  to  cover  his  own  un- 
eafinefs  at  having  been  deceiv’d,  or  to  divert  the  Soldiers 
from  calling  his  Prudence  into  queftion. 

A t the  firft  appearance  of  day,  he  continu’d  his  Retreat, 
as  was  before  refolv’d,  and  haftned  the  March  of  his  Men, 
rather  to  keep  them  warm,  than  from  any  fear  he  had  of  a 
new  attack  ; but  as  foon  as  it  was  broad  day,  they  difcover’d 
a Body  of  innumerable  Enemies,  which  came  in  purfuit  of 
the  Army.  Cortez j,  notwithftanding  this,  march’d  on,  but 
more  flowly  ; his  Defign  was  to  weary  the  Enemy  by  pro- 
longing the  Chace  ; tho’  the  Soldiers  mov’d  on  very  un- 
willingly : they  all  cry’d  out  to  halt,  that  they  might  take 
fatisf addon,  fome  for  the  Affront,  and  others  for  the  Hard- 
fhips  they  had  fuffer’d,  according  to  the  different  Paflions  by 
which  they  were  animated  ; but  all  with  a Spirit  of  ven- 
geance againft  their  Enemies. 

When  Cortez,  thought  it  convenient,  he  order’d  his 
Troops  to  halt  and  face  about,  and  the  Enemies  began 
the  attack  with  the  fame  precipitation  that  they  purfu’d  ; 
but  the  SpanifJ:  Crofs-Bows  (for  the  Powder  having  fuffer’d 
by  the  Water,  the  Fire-Arms  were  of  no  ufe)  and  the  Bows 
of  the  Tlajcalans , gave  a check  to  their  firft  Fury,  and  at 
the  fame  time  the  Horfe  charg’d  them,  making  room  for  the 
Confederate  Troops,  who  entirely  broke  that  diforderly 
Multitude,  and  oblig’d  them  to  leave  the  Field  with  confi- 
derable  lofs. 

Cortez  purfu’d  his  March,  without  flopping  to  make 
any  further  daughter  of  the  Fugitives,  becaufe  he  had  a 
mind  to  reach  his  Quarters  before  night  : but  the  Enemy, 
no  lefs  diligent  in  rallying  than  retiring,  advanc’d  a fecond 
and  third  time  to  the  attack,  without  being  in  the  leaf!  ter- 
rify’d  with  the  great  daughter  they  had  fuftain’d  ; till  fuch 
time,  as  fearing  to  approach  too  near  to  <TezJeuco,  where 
the  whole  Strength  of  the  Spaniards  lay,  they  march’d 
back  to  Izjtapalapa , diffidently  chaftiz’d  for  their  bold- 
nefs,  having  loft  in  the  three  attacks,  fix  thoufand  Men  ; 
and  tho’  Cortez,  had  fome  wounded,  he  loft  only  two 
‘Tlajcalans,  and  one  Horfe,  who  cover’d  with  Arrows  and 
Cuts,  yet  liv’d  to  bring  off  his  Mafter. 

Cortez,  and  all  his  Army,  celebrated  this  begin- 
ing  of  their  Revenge,  as  a fatisfadlion  for  what  they  had 
fuffer’d,  and  a little  before  night  they  enter’d  the  City  of 
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Te&euco,  with  the  Glory  of  three  or  four  Vidories  ob- 
tain’d by  the  way,  which  gave  a reputation  to  the  Expe- 
dition, and  cover  d the  diigrace  ol  the  retreat. 

I t can’t  be  deny’d,  but  that  the  Mexicans  laid  their 
Dehgn  well : they  fally’d  out  to  provoke  the  Enemy  ; 
fuffer’d  themfelves  to  be  charg’d  in  order  to  engage  them ; 
feign’d  a Retreat  to  draw  them  into  danger  ; abandon’d 
their  Houfes,  which  they  endeavour’d  to  lay  under  Wa- 
ter ; and  had  provided  a great  Force  to  fecure  the  Succefc 
Let  thofe  who  difcredit  this  War  with  the  Indians , now 
confider  whether  their  Armies  were,  as  they  fay,  Flerds  of 
Cattle,  and  whether  they  wanted  Underftanding  to  make 
a Dilpofition,  fince  they  allow  them  a brutal  Courage  to 
execute.  Hernan  Cortez^  Rood  in  need  of  his  utmoft 
diligence  to  efcape  their  Snares,  and  not  only  admir’d, 
but°even  envy’d  their  well-concerted  Stratagem  ; thefe 
Policies  or  Deceits  by  which  Enemies  are  furpriz’d,  be- 
ing what  Soldiers  much  glory  in,  efteeming  them  not 
only  reasonable,  but  juft  ; and  more  particularly,  when 
the  War  is  juft  in  which  they  are  practis’d : but  in  my 
Opinion,  it  is  fufficient  to  call  them,  permitted,  tho’  in 
fome  refpedts  they  may  be  likewife  ftil’d,  juft,  as  when  pu- 
nilhing  careleffnefs  and  inadvertency,  which  are  the  greateft 
faults  that  can  be  committed  in  Wan 
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CHAP.  XIII. 

The  Provinces  of  Chaleo  and  Otumba  apply  to 
Cortez  for  Relief  again  ft  the  Mexicans.  He 

orders  Gonzalo  de  Sandoval,  and  Francifco 
de  Lugo,  upon  that  Expedition  ; they  over- 
throw the  Enemy , and  take  fome  Pr  if  oners  of 
Rank , hy  whofe  means  Cortez  makes  Propofi * 
tions  of  Peace  to  the  Mexican  Emperor. 

HILST  Cortex  remain’d  in  Eezjeuco,  he  receiv’d 
frequent  Vifits  from  the  neighbouring  Caziques  and 
other  Indians,  who  came  to  make  their  Submillions, 
and  offer  him  the  aftiftance  of  their  Troops.  They  all 
complained  of  the  Emperor’s  ill  Treatment,  by  whole  Sol- 
diers they  were  opprefs’d  and  plunder’d,  and  treated  with 
equal  Contempt  and  Inhumanity.  Among  the  reft,  there 
came  at  that  time  Meffengers  in  great  hafte  from  the  Pro- 
vinces of  Chaleo  and  Otumba,  with  an  account  that  there  was 
a powerful  Army  of  the  Enemy  upon  their  Frontiers,  who  had 
Commiflion  to  chaftife  and  deftroy  them,  for  having  made  an 
Alliance  with  the  Spaniards.  They  exprefs’d  a Refolution 
to  oppofe  the  Mexicans,  and  defired  fome  Succour  to  aflift 
in  their  Defence.  This  Requeft  appeared  not  only  reafonable, 
but  neceffary  to  be  granted  ; for  it  imported  Cortez^  very 
much  not  to  fuffer  the  Mexicans  to  fix  themfelves  in  a Place 
where  they  might  cut  off  his  Communication  with  Tlafcala , 
which  was  to  be  preferved  at  all  hazards.  He  immediately 
difpatch’d  Gonzalo  de  Sandoval,  and  Franfcifco  de  Lugo  with 
two  hundred  Spaniards,  fifteen  Horfe,  and  a fuflicient  body 
of  <Tlafcalans,  among  whom  there  were  fome  who  had  ob- 
tained Permiftion  by  their  Importunity  to  retire  to  their  own 
Country,  and  fecure  the  Spoils  they  had  acquired  in  the 
War  ; a Permiftion  which  Cortez^  thought  fit  to  grant,  be- 
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caufe  as  he  expected  a frefh  recruit  of  Troops  from  the  Re= 
publick,  it  behoved  him  to  allure  thofe  People  by  the 
hopes  of  In tere ft,  and  this  ftiow  of  Liberty. 

These  miferable  Wretches  having  thus  changed  thefn- 
felves  from  Soldiers  into  Porters,  marched  along  with  the 
Baggage  of  the  Army,  and  as  Avarice  regulated  the  weight 
of  their  Burthens,  they  had  fo  overloaded  themfelves,  that 
they  could  not  always  keep  up  with  the  Troops,  but  were 
forced  to  ftop  fometimes  to  take  breath.  The  Mexicans 
(who,  with  the  Army  they  had  upon  the  Lake,  had  planted 
feveral  Ambufcades  in  the  Fields  of  Maiz)  being  adver- 
tifed  of  this,  fell  upon  them  in  one  of  their  refting 
Places,  with  a feeming  defign  not  only  to  plunder  them, 
but  by  their  great  Cries,  and  forming  their  Battalions,  to 
provoke  the  Spaniards  to  a Battle.  Sandoval  and  Lugo 
return’d  immediately  to  their  Relief  and  haflening  then- 
march,  fell  upon  the  Enemy  fo  opportunely,  and  vigo- 
rouily  with  their  whole  Force,  thar  they  turn’d  their  backs 
as  Coon  as  they  were  attacked. 

Five  or  fix  Tlafcalans , who  were  difarmed  and  embar- 
raffed  with  their  Burthens,  perifh’d  upon  this  occafion ; but 
the  Spaniards  recovered  all  the  Booty  with  fome  additional 
Spoils  of  the  Enemy.  They  continued  their  March,  taking 
care  not  to  leave  again  behind  them  thofe  unufeful  People ; 
with  whom  they  were  incumber’d,  till  theArmy  having  paffed 
the  Province  of  Chaleo , approach’d  the  Frontiers  of  Tlajcala, 
where  they  feparated  from  it  to  go  and  fecure  their  Baggage, 
freeing  Sandoval  from  any  further  care  of  their  Defence 
The  Mexicans  had  aflembled  all  theTroops  of  the 
neighbouring  Provinces  to  chaftife  the  Rebels  of  Chaleo 
and  Otumha ; and  knowing  that  the  Spaniards  were  coming 
to  the  relief  of  thofe  two  Nations,  they  had  reinforced  them- 
felves with  part  of  the  Troops  quarter’d  about  the  Lake  ; and 
having  thus  prepar’d  a very  formidable  Army,  had  poRed 
themfelves  on  the  Road  the  Spaniards  were  to  pafs,  with  a 
Refolution  to  try  their  Strength  in  the  Field.  Sandoval  and 
Lugo  being  advertifed  of  their  defign,  and  having  given 
what  Orders  they  thought  necefTary,  advanced  in  order  of 
Battle  without  altering  their  pace.  But  on  fight  of  the 
Enemy,  the  Spaniards  and  Tlafcalans  halted,  (the  former 
with  a calm  Intrepidity,  and  the  latter  with  an  Impatience 
hardly  to  be  reftrain  d,)  in  order  to  examine  more  narrowly 
the  Intention  of  that  Body  of  Troops.  The  Mexicans  had 
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the  Advantage  in  Numbers,  and  with  the  Ambition  of 
being  the  firfl  to  attack,  advanced  in  crowds  according 
to  their  cuftom,  and  made  the  firfl  difcharge  of  their  miffive 
Weapons  without-  any  effedh  The  two  Captains  taking 
advantage  of  their  Confufion  (after  they  had  receiv’d  them 
with  their  Fire-Arms  and  Crofs-bows)  ordered  the  Horfe  to 
advance,  whofe  Attack  (always  terrible  to  the  Indians)  imme- 
diately made  room  for  the  Spaniards  and  Tlafcalans  to  en- 
ter, and  break  this  diforderly  Multitude  with  a very  great 
Slaughter.  The  Flight  of  the  Enemy  foon  became  univer- 
fal,  and  the  Troops  o I Chaleo  and  Otumba,  which  had  fal- 
lied  out  of  the  neighbouring  Town  on  the  noife  of  the  Bat- 
tle, coming  up  at  the  fame  time,  the  Chafe  was  fo  bloody, 
that  the  Mexican  Army  was  entirely  defeated,  and  the  two 
Confederate  Provinces  fuccoured,  with  little  or  no  Lofs. 

Eight  of  the  mod  confiderable  Prifoners  were  referv’d 
in  order  to  get  fome  Information  from  them,  and  the  Army 
pafled  that  Night  to  the  City  of  Chaleo ; whofe  Cazique, 
after  he  had  paid  his  Refpects  to  the  Spaniards,  went  be- 
fore to  prepare  their  Quarters,  with  great  abundance  of 
Provifions  and  Refrefhments  for  all  the  Troops : Nor  did 
he  forget  to  have  the  Victory  celebrated  with  Rejoicings 
'after  the  ufual  extravagant  manner  of  the  People.  The 
Inhabitants  of  Chaleo , as  Subjects  of  the  Mexican  Emperor, 
were  Enemies  to  the  Tlafcalans , and  had  befides  perpetual 
Difputes  with  them  about  the  Bounds  of  their  Frontiers  ; 
but  this  Night  all  their  Quarrels  were  forgot  at  the  defire  of 
the  Chalquefes , who  own’d  the  Obligation  they  had  to  the 
Tlafcalans  for  coming  to  their  Relief,  and  were  alfo  fenfi- 
ble,  that  the  means  of  preferving  the  Protection  of  Cortez. , 
was  to  maintain  a Friendfhip  with  his  Confederates.  The 
Spaniards  were  Mediators  in  the  Treaty ; and  the  Chiefs 
of  both  Nations  being  aflembled,  Peace  was  concluded 
with  all  the  neceffary  Forms  and  Solemnities  ufual  on  fuch 
Occafions : Sandoval  and  Lugo  undertaking  to  get  it  con- 
firmed by  Cortez, , and  the  Tlafcalans  to  have  it  ratified  by 
the  Republick. 

This  Affair  being  finifh’d  with  fo  much  Glory  and 
Expedition,  Sandoval  and  Lugo  march’d  back  with  the  Army 
to  T \zeuco,  accompanied  by  the  Cazique  of  Chaleo,  and 
fome  other  principal  Indians , who  defired  to  return  Thanks 
in  Perfon  to  the  General  for  the  Succour  he  had  lent  them, 
and  to  offer  him  what  Troops  the  two  Provinces  could  fur- 
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nifti.  The  Army  was  receiv’d  at  Tez,euco  with  great  Acclama- 
tions of  Applaufe,  and  Cortez,  honour’d  the  two  Captains 
with  particular  Marks  of  his  Approbation,  without  forgetting 
the  Chiefs  of  the  Tlafcalans  : he  like  wife  care  fled  the  Nobles 
of  Chdlco,  accepting  their  Offers,  and  intimating  that  he  would 
give  them  Notice  when  their  Service  would  be  neeelfary.  Af- 
ter this,  he  ordered  the  eight  Mexican  Prifoners  to  be  brought 
before  him ; he  receiv’d  them  in  the  midft  of  his  Captains, 
putting  on  an  Air  of  Severity.  They  approach’d  full  of 
Fear  and  Confufion,  fhowing  in  their  Countenances  a d'e- 
je&ed  Spirit,  and  a Mind  ill-difpofed  to  receive  the  Punifh- 
ment,  which,  according  to  their  own  Cuftoms,  they  be- 
lieved inevitable.  Cortez,  order’d  them  to  be  unbound,  and 
defiring  to  make  ufe  of  this  opportunity  to  juftify  to  his 
Allies  the  War,  which  he  had  undertaken,  by  making  far- 
ther Advances  towards  a i Peace,  and  at  the  fame  time  to 
convince  his  Enemies  of  his  Generofity,  he  fpoke  to  them, 
by  the  help  of  his  Interpreters,  after  the  following  manner  : 
Irtiight,  according  to  the  Cuflom  efablifpd  in  your  Nation,  and, 
that  kind  of  Juflice  upon  which  the  Laws  of  War  are  found- 
ed, take  Satisfaction  of  your  Offences  with  Fire  and  Sword, 
treating  you  with  the  fame  Inhumanity  with  zvhich  you  treat 
your  Prifoners.  But  the  Spaniards  do  not  think,  that  the  being 
taken  in  the  Service  of  ones  King  is  a Crime  that  deferves 
P mi  foment,  for  we  know  how  to  dift  ingulf h between  the  culpable 
and  the  unfortunate  ; and  that  you  may  be  fenfible  of  the  diffe- 
rence between  our  Clemency  and  your  Cruelty,  I give  you  at  the 
fame  time  both  Life  and  Liberty.  Repair  immediately  to  the 
Standard  of  your  Prince,  and  tefl  him  from  me,  { for  as  you  are 
noble,  you  ought  to  obferve  the  Law  with  which  you  receive  the 
Benefit ) that  lam  coming  to  demand  Satisfaction  of  him  for 
the  unyuft  War  he  made  upon  me  at  the  time  of  my  Retreat 
from  Mexico,  perfidioufy  breaking  that  Treaty  by  zvhich  1 
obliged  my  felf  to  leave  the  City  ; but  chiefly  to  revenge  the 
Death  of  the  great  Motezuma,  the  principal  Motive  of  my  An- 
ger. Tell  him  1 have  an  Arm),  not  only  augmented  with  a 
number  of  invincible  Spaniards,  but  that  1 have  likezvife  under 
my  Command  all  the  Nations  who  abhor  the  Mexican  Name ; 
and  that  in  a little  time  1 intend  to  feek  him  in  the  mid of  his 
Courts  bringing  with  me  all  the  Rigours  of  a War  that  has 
Heaven  to  favour  it,  rejolv  d never  to  lay  afide  fo  juft  an  In- 
dignation ’ till  1 have  laid  all  the  Towns  of  his  Empire  in 
Hfhes,  and  drowned  the  very  Remembrance  of  his  Name  in 
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the  Blood  of  his  Subjefis : But  that  nevertheless,  if  for  the 
avoiding  his  own  ruin , and  the  defolation  of  his  Country , he 
(hall  incline  to  Peace,  1 am  ready  to  grant  it  upon  reasonable 
Conditions  ; for  the  Arms  of  my  King  ( like  the  Lightnings 
of  Heaven ) hurt  only  where  they  find  reft  ft  once,  and  are  air- 
ways more  ready  to  obey  the  diilates  of  Humanity,  than  the 
incitements  of  Revenge. 

The  General  having  concluded  his  Difcourfe,  appoint- 
ed a Spam  ft  Efcort  for  the  eight  Prifoners,  and  ordered  a 
Bark  to  carry  them  back  by  the  Lake.  The  Prifoners,  fcarce- 
ly  perfuaded  of  their  Good-fortune,  threw  rhemfelves  at 
his  feet,  promifing  to  acquaint  their  Prince  with  his  Over- 
tures, and  to  contribute  all  that  lay  in  their  power, 
towards  facilitating  the  Peace  : but  they  did  not  return 
with  any  anfwer ; nor  did  Hernan  Cortez,  mttfee  thefe 
advances,  with  a belief  that  the  JVIexicans  wou  d in- 
cline to  Peace,  but  for  a further  juftification  of  the  War 
he  had  undertaken,  and  to  raife  the  reputation  ot  his 
Clemency  among  the  Barbarians ; a Virtue  uleiul  to  Con- 
querors, becaufe  it  difpofes  favourably  the  Minds  ot 
thofe  they  detign  to  fubjedt,  and  being  always  amiable,  even 
to  Enemies,  either  gains  the  Applaufe  of  thofe  who  have  the 
ufe  of  Reafon,  or  forces  a Refpetf:  from  thofe  who  have  it 
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CHAP.  XIV. 

Gonzalo  de  Sandoval  conducts  the  Brigantines 
to  Tezeuco.  Whilfi  they  are  finijhing,  Her- 
nan  Cortez  marches  out  with  part  of  his 
Army  to  view  the  Borders  of  the  Lake. 

T this  time  Cortez,  had  an  account  that  the  Bri- 
gantines were  finifh’d,  and  Martin  Lopez,  Tent 
him  word  that  he  would  quickly  fet  forward  with 
them,  the  Republick  of  Tlajcala  having  provided 
ten  thoufand  Tamms , or  Carriers  of  Burthens  ; eight 
thoufand  to  carry  the  Planks,  Mads,  Iron-work,  and  other 
neceffary  Materials,  and  two  thoufand  as  a Relief  for  thofe 
who  tired,  without  including  in  this  number  the  Men 
who  were  employ’d  in  carrying  Provifions  and  Ammunition ; 
and  fifteen  or  twenty  thoufand  Soldiers,  with  their  Officers, 
who  waited  this  opportunity  to  join  the  Army.  He  fent 
word,  that  he  intended  to  fet  out  with  thefe  Forces  next 
day,  and  that  he  wou’d  Ray  in  the  laft  Town  of  the  TlaJ- 
calans  to  expedt  a Convoy  of  Spaniards , not  thinking  it 
advifable  to  attempt  the  dangerous  Paffiage  thro’  the  Mex- 
ican Territories  without  a greater  Force.  Thefe  Brigantines 
were  the  only  preparation  wanting  to  lay  clofe  Siege  to 
Mexico , and  Hernan  Cortez,  receiv’d  this  news  with  Co  much 
fatisfadfion,  as  caus’d  a general  Joy  in  the  Army.  He  im- 
mediately order’d  Conz,alo  de  Sandoval,  with  two  hundred 
Spaniards , fifteen  Horfe,  and  fome  Companies  of  ‘Ilafca- 
lans,  to  march  and  join  the  Forces  of  the  Republick,  that 
they  might  be  in  a condition  to  refill  any  attempts  of  the 
Mexicans. 

Antonio  de  Herrera  fays,  there  march’d  out  of 
Tlajcala,  with  the  Materials  of  the  Brigantines,  a hundred 
and  eighty  thoufand  Soldiers  t which  being  fo  very  unlike- 
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ly,  we  muft  believe  it  to  be  one  of  the  Errors  of  the  Prefs* 
Bernal  Diaz,  fays  fifteen  thoufand,  which  is  much  more 
probable,  confidering  the  Number  of  Tlafcalans  already 
in  the  Army.  The  Republick  gave  the  Command  of  this 
Body  to  a Cazique  of  one  of  the  Quarters  of  their  City, 
whole  Name  was  Chichemecal , a young  Man  of  twenty- 
three  Years  of  age,  but  of  fuch  a fuperiour  Spirit  and  Cou- 
rage, that  they  already  confidered  him  as  one  of  the  nroft 
confiderable  Captains  of  their  Nation.  Martin  Lopez 
marched  out  ol  Tlafcala,  refolving  to  wait  the  Spamfh 
Efcorte  in  Gualipar , a Town  but  little  diftant  from  the 
Mexican  Frontiers.  Chichemecal  was  not  pleafed  with  chis 
Delay,  perfuading  himfelf  that  he  had  Force  and  Courage 
fufficient  to  defend  the  Convoy  again!!  all  the  Power  of  Mexi- 
co : However,  he  at  lafl  refolved  to  obferve  the  Orders  of  Cor- 
tez, and  thought  this  Inftance  of  his  Obedience  a great  Exploit. 
Lopez  regulated  the  March,  fo  that  all  went  out  of  the  Town 
in  good  Order  ; the  Archers  and  Slingers,  fupported  by  fome 
Pike- Men,  marched  in  the  Front;  after  whom  came  the 
Tamenes  with  all  their  Baggage ; and  the  ref!  of  the  Troops 
formed  the  Rear : And  after  this  manner  they  began  that 
extraordinary  Affair  of  carrying  Veffels  by  Land,  which 
(if  it  were  permitted  us  to  ufe  Metaphors  which  are  fome- 
times  met  with  in  Hiflory)  might  be  faid  to  begin  now 
to  float  upon  the  Shoulders  of  Men,  among  the  Waves 
formed  by  the  different  Movements,  which  the  Inequality  of 
the  Ground  occafioned.  An  admirable  Invention  of  Cor- 
tez, then  put  in  pradice ! but  which,  when  related,  looks 
more  like  a Dream  than  a Reality.  \ ( 

Ln  the  mean  time,  Gonzalo  de  Sandoval  fet  forwards 
for  ‘Tlafcala,  and  flopped  one  day  in  Zulepeque,  a fmall 
Town  at  a little  diftance  from  the  Road ; which  refufed 
Obedience,  and  was  befides  the  very  Place  where  thofe 
poor  Spaniards  of  Vera  Cruz*,  who  were  going  to  Mexico, 
were  betrayed  and  murthered.  fie  had  orders,  either  to 
chaftize  or  fubjed  that  Town  in  his  March ; but  the  Army 
had  no  fooner  turned  their  faces  that  Way,  than  the  In- 
habitants abandoned  the  Place,  and  fled  to  the  Mountains. 
Sandoval  Cent  three  or  four  Companies  of  Tlafcalans, 
with  fome  Spaniards , in  purfuit  of  the  Fugitives ; and  en- 
tring  the  Town,  his  Anger  and  Impatience  increafed  at  the 
lamentable  Marks  he  met  with  of  their  paft  Barbarity on 
one  of  the  Walls  he  found  thefe  Words  written  with  a 
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Coal,  In  this  Houfe  the  unhappy  Juan  Jude  wets  taken , with 
many  others  his  Companions.  And  a little  after,  in  one  of 
their  Temples,  he  found  the  Heads  of  thofe  Spaniards 
dried  in  the  Fire  to  preferve  them  from  Corruption  : A 
dreadful  Spectacle ! which  giving  a freflr  Idea  of  their 
terrible  Death,  made  the  Images  and  Reprefentations  of 
the  Devil  appear  dill  more  hideous.  At  this  fighr.  Pity 
inipired  them  with  Rage,  and  Sandoval  refolved  to  march 
out  with  all  his  Men,  and  revenge  that  execrable  Cru- 
elty with  the  utmoft  Rigour.  He  had  already  given  his 
orders,  when  the  Companies  which  he  had  before  detached, 
returned  with  a great  number  of  Prifoners,  Men,  Women, 
and  Children,  having  killed  upon  the  Mountains  all  who 
endeavoured  to  efcape,  or  did  not  immediately  furrender. 
Thefe  miferable  Wretches,  bound,  and  almoft  dead  with 
fear,  teftified  their  Repentance  by  Tears,  and  pitiful  Out- 
cries ; they  threw  themfelves  at  the  feet  of  the  Spaniards, 
and  quickly  moved  them  to  companion.  Sandoval  made  his 
Officers  intreat  him,  that  the  Prifoners  might  fet  the  greater 
value  upon  their  Pardon ; and,  in  fine,  he  caufed  them  to 
be  unbound,  and  accepted  their  Submiffions ; the  Cazique, 
and  the  moft  confiderable  Men  among  them,  engaging  for 
the  whole  Town,  to  be  obedient  to  the  King : or  which 
Engagement  they  afterwards  difeharged  themfelves  very 
faithfully,  either  through  Fear  or  Acknowledgment. 

After  this,  Sandoval  ordered  his  Men  to  gather  up 
the  miferable  Remains  of  the  iacrificed  Spaniards,  and 
give  them  burial,  and  continued  his  March  to  the  Frontiers 
of  <Tlajcala,  where  he  arrived  without  any  confiderable 
Accident.  Martin  Lopez,  and  Cbichemecal,  with  the  TTr/- 
calans  drawn  up  in  rank  and  file,  came  forth  to  receive 
him  : The  two  Armies  faluted  each  other  by  Difcharges 
and  Shouts,  arid  afterwards  by  Embraces,  and  particular  Ci- 
vilities. Some  necelTary  time  of  Reft  was  allowed  to  the 
Troops  newly  arrived ; after  which,  Sandoval  directed  the 
March,  giving  the  Vanguard  to  the  Spaniards  and  Tlaf- 
calans  which  came  with  him,  the  Main  Body  to  the  T d- 
menes , with  fuffident  Numbers  to  defend  their  Flanks ; 
and  Chichemecal  with  his  Troops  brought  up  the  Rear:  But 
the  young  Man  Was  difpleafed  that  he  was  not  placed  in  a 
more  advanced  Poll;  arid  his  Dilcontent  went  To  far,  as  to 
give  Sandoval  fufpicion  of  his  quitting  the  Army : fo  that 
he  Was  Obliged  to  go  to  him,  and  take  fome  pains  to  fa- 
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tisfy  him.  He  endeavoured  to  make  him  comprehend,  that 
his  Poll  was  the  moft  honourable,  as  being  the  mod  dan- 
gerous for  that  in  all  probability  the  Mexicans  would  en- 
deavour to  fall  upon  the  Rear.  But  this  did  not  in  the 
leaft  fatisfy  him  ; on  the  contrary,  he  replied,  That  as  at 
the  AjJault  of  Mexico,  he  intended  to  he  the  fir  ft  that  fhould 
fet  his  foot  within  the  Breach , he  defired  always  to  march  in 
the  Front,  and  give  an  example  to  his  Troops : So  that,  in 
fine,  Sandoval  was  obliged  to  march  with  him,  to  add  to 
the  Honour  of  the  Rear.  A remarkable  Point  of  Vanity ! 
and  one  of  thofe  which  are  wont  to  produce  the  greateft 
Inconveniencies  in  Armies ; for  the  principal  Duty  of  a 
Soldier  is  Obedience,  and  true  Valour  has  its  bounds  pre- 
fcribed  by  Reafon,  which  always  carries  a brave  Man  to  face 
the  Dangers  which  approach  him,  with  an  unlhaken  Refo- 
lution,  but  doth  not  in  the  leaf!  oblige  him  to  go  to  leek 
them. 

The  Army  marched  in  the  fame  Order  it  at  firft  fet 
out,  thro’  the  Enemies  Country ; and  tho’  the  Mexicans 
fhowed  themfelves  fometimes  upon  diflant  Hills,  they  did 
not  venture  to  come  to  an  engagement,  but  thought  their 
Cries  and  Menaces  a fufficient  Exploit. 

A t a little  diftarice  from  Tez,euco  the  Army  made  a 
halt,  out  of  complaifance  to  Chichemecal,  who  defired 
fome  time  of  Sandoval  to  adorn  himfelf  with  his  belt  Fea- 
thers and  Jewels,  and  ordered  all  his  Officers  to  do  the 
fame ; telling  them,  That  as  they  were  now  drawing  near 
to  Action,  Soldiers  ought  to  celebrate  Juch  a Seafon  as  a Fefii- 
val  : A Rodomontade  well  enough  becoming  his  Pride  and 
Years.  Hernan  Cortez,  went  out  of  the  City,  attended  by 
the  King  of  Tez>euco  and  all  his  Captains,  to  receive  this 
fo  much  defired  Succour ; and  after  he  had  careffed  the 
Chiefs,  and  allowed  fame  time  for  the  Acclamations  of 
the  Soldiers,  he  made  his  Entry  with  all  Solemnity  The 
Tamenes  marched  in  Files  like  the  Soldiers  / the  Planks, 
Iron- Work,  and  other  Materials  were  ftored  fepararely  in  a 
great  Work-Houfe,  prepared  for  that  purpofe  near  the 
Canals.  The  whole  Army  rejoiced  at  the  , fafe  arrival 
of  thefe  Preparations  fo  neceflary  for  the  Conquefl  of 
Mexico,  which  was  equally  defired  by  all.  Cortez,  re- 
turned thanks  to  God,  who  rewarded  the  Piety  of  his  In- 
tentions with  Hopes,  or  rather  Affurances,  of  Vi&ctty. 

Martin 
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Martin  Lopez  immediately  applied  himfelf  to  the  le- 
cond  Part  in  the  formation  of  the  Brigantines,  and  had 
new  Workmen  appointed  him  for  the  joining  of  the  Planks, 
and  other  Work  belonging  to  the  building  of  a Ship, 
But  Cortez,  undemanding  by  the  Mailer- Workmen,  that 
it  would  be  at  lead:  twenty  Days  before  the  Brigantines 
could  be  fit  for  Service,  he  refolved  to  employ  that  time 
in  viewing  perfonally  the  Country  about  the  Lake,  and 
what  Polls  were  fit  to  be  leized,  to  prevent  any  Succours 
from  Mexico ; and  withall,  to  do  what  damage  he  could 
to  the  Enemy  in  his  March.  He  communicated  this  De- 
fign  to  his  Captains,  and  it  being  approved  by  all,  he 
immediately  made  a difpofition  to  execute  it ; leaving 
Sandoval  Governour  of  Tez,euco,  with  particular  Orders  to 
forward  the  building  ol  the  Brigantines.  This  Captain  was 
qualified  for  every  thing,  and,  by  the  multitude  of  Bufi- 
nefs  in  which  Cortez,  employ’d  him,  he  fufficiently  Ihowed 
the  great  opinion  he  had  of  his  Courage  and  Capacity. 

Whilst  Cortez,  was  confidering  what  Officers  and 
Troops  to  take  with  him  on  this  Expedition,  Chichemecal 
defiled  an  audience ; and  without  knowing  that  Prepara- 
tions were  making  to  take  the  field,  told  him,  That  Men 
like  him,  born  for  War , were  ill  fatisfied  with  living  idly 
in  their ' Quarters,  efpe daily  after  having  pajfed  five  Days 
without  drawing  the  Sword : That  h'is  Men  were  refrefhed, 
and  defired  to  (how  themf elves  to  their  Enemy  r,  and  that , 
moved  by  their  lnflances , and  the  Ardour  of  his  own  Cou- 
rage, he  humbly  requefled  to  be  ordered  immediately  upon 
fome  Expedition , wherein  he  might  give  proofs  of  his  Valour , 
and  divert  himfelf  with  the  Mexicans,  until  the  time  came 
of  compleating  their  De fruition , at  the  Ajjault  of  their  City. 
CorteZJ  had  already  refolved  to  take  him  with  him,  but 
this  unfeafonable  Vanity  dilpleafed  ■ him  ; and  as  he  was 
not  very  well  fatisfied  with  his  Behaviour  upon  the  Road, 
(of  which  Sandoval  had  informed  him)  he  anfwered  him 
in  a kind  of  raillery,  That  he  had  not  only  concluded  upon 
an  Atfion  of  importance , wherein  he  might  ajjuage  that  Ar- 
dour which  inflamed  him,  but  that  he  was  likewije  refolved  to 
accompany  him,  to  be  a witnefs  of  his  Exploits.  Cortez,  had  a 
natural  diftike  tib  arrogant  Boafters,  icrue  Valour  being  feldom 
feen  without  Modefty : neverthelefsi  he  was  fenfible  that 
thefe  Tranfports  of  Bravery  were  proper  to  his  Years,  being 
the  Effedl  of  youthful  Blood,  and  the  common  Fault  of 
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young  Soldiers,  who  have  met  with  Succefs  in  their  firft 
Tryals,  and  whole  want  of  Experience  makes  them  think 
Valour  to  be  Fool-hardinefs,  and  Fool-hardinefs  to  be  their 
Profelfion. 


CHAP.  XV. 

Hernan  Cortez  marches  to  Yaltocan,  where  he 
meets  with  Re fi fiance  ; he  overcomes  that 
Difficulty , and  goes  forward  with  his  Army 
to  Tacuba,  and  after  having  vanquijhed  the 
Mexicans  in  fever al  Engagements , makes  his 
Retreat • 

T was  thought  proper  to  begin  the  Expedition  by 
the  taking  of  Taltocan,  a Town  five  Leagues  diflanc 
from  Te&euco,  upon  one  of  the  little  Lakes  which 
difcharged  itfelf  into  the  great  one.  It  was  of  importance 
to  chaflife  the  Inhabitants  of  this  Place,  becaufe  fome  few 
days  before  they  had  returned  an  infolent  Anfwer,  and 
wounded  the  Melfengers  who  were  lent  to  them  with 
Offers  of  Peace,  and  to  require  their  Obedience ; and  be- 
caufe their  Punilhment  might  have  an  influence  upon  the 
reft  of  the  Indians  thereabouts.  Cortex  began  his  March 
after  having  heard  Mafs,  (whereat  all  the  Spaniards  alfifted) 
leaving  particular  Inftrudtions  with  Sandoval , and  giving 
fome  friendly  advice  to  the  King  of  Tezeuco,  Xicotencal, 
and  other  Chiefs  of  the  Nations  who  ftayed  behind  in  the 
City.  He  took  with  him  the  Captains  Pedro  de  Alvarado, 
and  Chrifioval  de  Olid,  with  two  hundred  and  fifty  Spa- 
niards, twenty  Horle,  and  a fplendid,  numerous  Body 
of  the  Nobles  of  PSezeuco.  Chichemecal  likewife  attend- 
ed him  with  his  fifteen  thoufand  Tlafcalans,  to  which 
were  join’d  five  thoufand  Men  of  thole  commanded  by 
Xicotencal.  They  had  not  marched  above  four  Leagues 
before  they  difcovered  the  Mexicans  drawn  up  in  Order  of 
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Battel,  and  divided  into  feveral  grofs  Battalions,  with  a 
defign,  as  it  feem’d,  to  defend  in  the  open  Field  the  Place 
threatned.  But  upon  the  firft  Difcharge  of  the  Fire-Arms 
and  Crofs-Bows,  which  was  followed  by  an  Attack  of  the 
Horfe,  they  were  put  into  fuch  diforder,  that  being  charged 
by  the  whole  Army,  they  were  utterly  broken  and  defea- 
ted in  fo  Ihort  a time,  that  it  was  fcarce  perceivable  they 
made  any  refiftanee  ; the  greateft  Part  laved  themlelves 
upon  the  Mountains,  others  threw  themlelves  into  the 
Lake,  and  fome  retreated  to  the  Town  of  Taltocan , leaving 
a great  number  of  Dead  and  Wounded  upon  the  Field  of 
Battel,  and  fome  Prifoners,  who  were  immediately  fent  to 
Te&euco. 

The  Alfault  upon  the  Town  was  deferred  till  the  next 
Day,  and  the  Army  polfelled  themfelves  of  fome  Houfes 
that  Hood  near,  where  they  palPed  the  Night  without  any 
extraordinary  Accident.  When  Day  appear’d,  they  found 
the  Difficulty  of  the  Enterprize  greater  than  they  imagined ; 
the  Town  was  fituated  in  the  very  Lake,  and  had  a com- 
munication with  the  Land  by  a Caufey,  or  Stone-Bridge, 
the  Water  being  likewife  eafiiy  forded  in  that  Place  : but 
the  Mexicans  who  guarded  that  Poll,  had  broke  the  Caufey, 
and  had  befides  made  a Ditch  fo  deep,  that  it  was  impo£ 
fible  to  pafs  over  it  any  other  way  than  by  fwimming. 
Cortez,  advanced  full  of  alfurance  to  carry  the  Place  at  once, 
and  when  he  found  this  unhappy  Obftacle  in  his  wav,  he 
was  for  a while  both  confounded  and  vexed  ; but  the 
Railleries  and  Scoffings  with  which  the  Enemy  celebrated 
their  Security,  made  him  fee  that  he  could  nor  defift  from 
his  Undertaking,  without  manifeft  hazard  to  his  Reputation. 

He  was  contriving  how  to  fill  up  the  Ditch  with  Fafcines 
and  Earth,  when  one  of  the  Indians  of  Te&euco  gave  him 
to  underftand,  that  a little  higher  up  there  was  a Shoal, 
where  the  Water  fcarce  covered  the  Ground.  Cortez , took 
the  Man  along  with  him  for  a Guide,  and  immediately 
marched  to  the  Place : The  Depth  of  the  Water  was  try’d, 
and  though  found  greater  than  was  related,  yet  not  un- 
fordable.  He  ordered  two  Companies  of  about  fifty  or 
fixty  Spaniards  to  make  the  experiment,  with  fuch  a num- 
ber of  the  Allies  as  he  thought  neceftary  to  make  head 
again  ft  the  Troops  he  faw  advancing  to  difpute  the  PafTaoe. 
He  remained  himfelf  on  the  Shore,  with  his  Army  drawn 
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up,  that  he  might  fend  fuccour  as  occalion  required,  and 
fecure  the  Field  againft  any  Eruption  of  the  Mexicans. 

The  Enemy  perceiving  that  our  Army  was  going  to 
gain  this  Palfage,  which  they  had  endeavoured  to  conceal, 
advanced  to  defend  it  with  their  Slings  and  Arrows,  wound- 
ing fome  Soldiers,  and  giving  enough  to  do  to  thole  who 
fought  in  the  Water,  which  in  fome  places  took  them  up 
to  the  middle.  Near  the  Town  there  was  a pretty  large 
Plain,  free  from  Water,  and  our  Men  with  Fire-Arms,  who 
marched  in  the  Front,  were  no  fooner  landed,  but  the 
Enemy  retired  into  the  Place,  and  in  the  little  time  that 
the  reft  of  the  Detachment  were  coming  a-ftiore,  they  en- 
tirely quitted  it,  throwing  themfelves  into  their  Canoes 
with  fo  much  hafte,  that  the  Spaniards  entered  the  Town 
without  oppofition.  The  Pillage  did  not  laft  long,  (tho’  per- 
mitted, as  a part  of  the  Chaftilement)  becaufe  the  Inhabitants 
had  left  nothing  in  their  Houfes,  but  what  they  could  not 
carry  off ; fome  Loads,  however,  of  Corn  and  Salt  were  tranl- 
ported  to  the  Army,  together  with  a great  Quantity  of  Cotton- 
Clothes,  and  fome  flight  Jewels  of  Gold,  which  the  Owners 
either  forgot,  or  delpiled.  The  Captains  had  no  orders  to 
keep  poft'eflion  of  the  Town,  but  to  punilh  the  Inhabitants  j 
and  therefore  flaying  only  fo  long  as  was  neceflary  to 
perform  their  Commiflion,  they  re-pafled  the  Ditch  at  the 
fame  Place,  having  firft  let  fire  to  the  Temples  and  prin- 
cipal Buildings.  The  General  approved  of  this  Conduct, 
believing  that  the  Flames  of  this  Place  would  ftrike  ter- 
ror into  the  Fugitives,  and  be  a warning  to  the  neighbour- 
ing Towns  of  the  Danger  that  threatned  them. 

The  Army  continued  their  march,  and  lodged  that 
Night  near  Colbatitlan , a conliderable  Town,  which  the 
next  day  they  found  difpeopled.  The  Mexicans  Ihewed 
themfelves,  but  in  a Place  where  they  could  neither  attack, 
nor  be  attacked.  The  fame  thing  happened  at  T enayuca, 
and  afterwards  at  Efcapuz,alco,  large  Towns  fituate  upon 
the  Lake-fide,  which  they  alfo  found  forfaken.  The  Ar- 
my lodged  a Night  in  each  of  them,  and  Cortez,  took 
exadt  notice  of  the  Diftances,  and  of  whatever  elfe  might 
be  ufeful  to  his  Delign,  without  fuffering  any  damage  to 
be  done  to  the  Buildings,  that  it  might  be  feen  he  uled 
rigour  only  where  he  found  reliftance.  The  City  of  T a- 
■ cuba  was  not  above  half  a League  diftant  from  this  laft  Place, 
and  difputed  with  Tez^euco  for  largenefs,  and  number  of 
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Inhabitants.  It  was  fituated  upon  the  extremity  of  the 
great  Caufey,  where  the  Spaniards  had  formerly  fuffered 
To  much,  and  was  a Poll  of  great  importance,  as  being  of 
all  the  Towns  upon  the  Lake,  the  neared  to  Mexico , anc! 
the  Key  of  the  Road  which  the  Army  mud  neceflarily 
pais,  in  order  to  form  the  Siege  of  that  Capital  City ; 
but  at  the  prefent  the  General  had  no  thoughts  of  pofTeff- 
ing  himfelf  of  it,  by  reafon  it  was  too  far  from  ‘Tez.euco 
for  Succours  to  come  to  him  from  thence.  His  Intention 
was  only  to  view  it,  and  to  confider  attentively  what  mea- 
fures  of  Prevention  and  Caution  were  to  be  taken,  when  the 
time  came,  of  chadidng  the  Cazique  for  his  former  Injury  ; 
whofe  exemplary  Punifhment  would  be  of  great  ufe  to 
quell  the  Infolence,  and  facilitate  the  Subjection  of  the 
Inhabitants. 

The  Army  advanced  in  the  fame  good  Order  as  if 
they  were  marching  to  a much  more  difficult  Enterprize, 
and  before  they  arrived  at  the  Place,  they  difcovered  a 
great  Body  of  Troops,  without  number,  compofed  of 
thofe  Mexicans  who  had  all  along  obferved  the  march  of 
the  Spaniards , and  of  others  who  were  appointed  to  adid 
the  Garifon  of  Tacuba.  The  City  not  being  able  to  con- 
tain all  thefe  Troops,  they  were  defirous  to  attempt  the 
defence  of  its  Walls,  by  a Battel  in  the  open  Field.  All 
their  Battalions  advanced  at  once,  and  charged  with  fo 
much  flercenefs  and  fuch  loud  cries,  as  might  have  gi- 
ven concern  to  Men  lefs  acquainted  with  the  deceitful 
Appearances  of  their  firft  Attacks;  but  having  received  the 
Difcharge  of  the  Fire-Arms  (which  always  ftruck  more  ter- 
ror than  it  did  hurt)  and  being  farther  terrified  by  the 
Horfe,  they  were  eafily  difordered,  fo  that  the  ref!  of  the 
Army  coming  up,  routed  their  Van-Guard,  and  pierced  to 
the  very  Center  of  the  Multitude;  notwithftanding  which, 
they  obftinately  difputed  the  Victory  for  a confiderable 
time : but  at  laft  they  all  turned  their  backs,  the  greater 
part  flying  to  the  City,  and  the  reft  taking  different  Paths, 
with  no  other  thought,  but  how  to  avoid  the  Danger. 

The  Spaniards  remained  Mailers  of  the  Field  of  Battel, 
and  employed  the  remaining  part  of  the  Day  in  chufing 
an  advantageous  Poll,  where  they  might  lodge  themfelves 
during  the  Night ; but  at  break  of  day  the  Enemy  appeared 
again  in  the  Field,  with  a defign  to  retrieve  the  Honour 
they  had  loft  the  day  before.  The  General  ranged  his 
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Troops,  and  giving  the  fame  Orders  he  had  done  the  pro- 
ceeding day,  overthrew  them  with  greater  facility,  as  ha- 
ving their  tormer  Defeat  and  Flight  freih  in  their  Memory. 

Cortez  pufh’d  them  with  Sword  and  Pike  into  the  ve- 
very  City,  and  following  clofe  at  their  heels  with  the  Spani- 
ards and  fome  Companies  of  the  Allies,  maintain’d  the 
Fight  in  the  inner  part  of  it,  until,  night  approach- 
ing, he  drew  off  his  Troops  to  their  former  Lodgment  ; 
permitting  the  Soldiers  to  plunder  fome  Houfes  they  had 
taken  poffeffion  of,  and  leaving  them  in  Flames,  partly 
to  fhow  his  Indignation,  and  partly  to  keep  the  Enemy  em- 
ploy’d, that  he  might  make  his  retreat  without  oppofition. 

Cortez  remain’d  five  days  in  his  Port  near  Tacuba, 
where  the  Enemy  made  him  a vifit  every  day,  and  were  al- 
ways beat  back  to  the  City.  His  Intention  was  to  wafte 
the  Garrifon  by  thefe  Sallies,  and,  finding  by  the  abate- 
ment of  their  Ardor,  and  the  faintnefs  of  their  Efforts, 
that  their  numbers  were  greatly  diminifh’d,  he  refolv’d 
to  attack  them  in  his  turn.  Orders  were  already  given, 
and  every  thing  difpos’d  for  the  AfTault,  when  he  law  a 
very  confiderable  Body  of  Mexicans  advancing  upon  the 
Caufey.  It  was  neceflary  to  defeat  this  Succour  before  he 
cou’d  carry  on  his  Defigns  againft  the  Town.  He  refolv’d 
therefore  to  expert  them  at  a diftance  from  the  Cau- 
fey, that  he  might  engage  them,  when  they  were  all  drawn 
up  upon  the  main  Land,  and  make  the  greater  (laughter  of 
them  in  a place  where  they  would  be  fo  "ftreightned  in  their 
retreat;  but  thefe  Mexicans  had  orders  (and  it  was  faid,  from 
the  Emperor  GuatimoZjin ) to  fend  fome  Troops  before 
the  reft,  who  fuffering  themfelves  to  be  charg’d,  and  then 
retreating,  fhould  entice  the  Spaniards  to  the  purfuit  and 
endeavour  to  draw  them  upon  the  Caufey.  This  Defign 
they  compafs’d  with  notable  dexterity  ; for  fome  of  them 
advancing  in  diforder  to  the  main  Land,  and  forming 
themfelves  after  a confus’d  manner,  Cortez,  miftook  their 
contriv’d  Stratagem  for  the  Effeft  of  Fear,  and  leaving  part 
of  his  Army  to  make  head  againft  the  Garrifon  of  Tacuba , 
march’d  dire&ly  to  the  Caufey,  fuppofing  that  he  fhould 
eafily  rid  himfelf  of  thefe  Enemies,  and  fo  be  able  to  re- 
turn to  the  AfTault  upon  the  City.  The  Mexicans , who 
were  advanc’d  upon  the  firm  Land,  turn’d  their  Backs  upon 
the  firft  approach  of  the  Spaniards , and  fled  to  join  the 
reft  of  their  Troops  ; the  whole  Body  of  which,  as  feem- 
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in gly  terrify’d,  retir’d  by  little  and  little,  in  order  to  draw 
the  Spaniards  upon  the  Caufey.  The  Genejal,  led  away 
by  thefe  favourable  appearances,  purfu’d  them  without  ma- 
king fufficient  reflection  ; for  it  was  not  long  fince  the  acci- 
dent of  J&tapalapa,  nor  could  he  be  ignorant,  that  by  thefe 
feign’d  Flights  the  Indians  often  drew  their  Enemies  into 
Ambufcades  ; but  the  frequent  repetition  of  Victory  (fome- 
times  dangerous  to  Conquerors)  did  not,  at  that  time, 
permit  him  to  confider  all  the  Circumftances  that  diftin- 
guifh  between  a pretended  and  a real  Fear. 

The  Mexicans  rally’d  and  made  head  when  they  per- 
ceiv’d Cortez,  and  his  Troops  within  the  Caufey,  and  whilft 
they  endeavour’d  to  keep  him  in  play  by  their  refiftance, 
innumerable  Canoes  fally’d  out  of  Mexico , and  inverted 
both  fides  of  the  Caufey,  fo  that  the  Spaniards  were  at  once 
attack’d  both  in  Front  and  Flank.  Cortez,  being  now  fenfi- 
ble  of  his  Imprudence  (though  fomewhat  late)  found  it 
neceffary  to  retire,  withholding  his  Men  from  advancing 
further  upon  the  Caufey,  and  making  a Front  to  the  Canoes 
on  each  fide.  The  Enemies  were  furnifh’d  with  Pikes  very 
dangerous,  fome  of  them  being  arm’d  with  the  points 
of  the  Swords  taken  from  the  Spaniards  the  night  of  the 
retreat.  Many  of  our  Men  were  wounded,  and  they  were 
very  near  lofing  a Colours  ; for  in  the  heat  of  the  Fight, 
Enfign  Juan  Volante  fell  into  the  Lake,  by  a blow  of  a Pike, 
and  the  Indians , who  were  neareft,  feizing  upon  him,  put 
him  into  a Canoe  with  a defign  to  prefent  him  to  their 
Emperor  : He  fufifer’d  himfelf  to  be  carried  away,  feigning 
to  fubmit  ; but  when  he  found  himfelf  at  a fufficient  di- 
ftance  from  the  reft  of  the  Canoes,  he  recover’d  his  Arms, 
and  difingaging  himfelf  from  thofe  who  guarded  him,  by 
killing  fome  of  them,  he  threw  himfelf  into  the  Water, 
and  fwam  afhore  with  his  Colours,  with  equal  Bravery  and 
Good-fortune. 

Cortez,  with  Sword  in  hand,  expos’d  himfelf  to  the 
greateft  dangers,  and  brought  off  his  Troops  with  little 
lofs  to  the  firm  Land  ; having  fufiiciently  reveng’d  him- 
felf upon  the  Indians  for  their  deceit  in  drawing  him  up- 
on the  Caufey  ; upon  which,  and  in  the  Lake,  their  lofs 
was  as  great  as  they  could  have  fuftain’d  in  a fair  and 
open  Battle  : but  judging  it  rafhnefs  to  return  to  the  Enter- 
terprize  upon  Tacuba,  in  fpite  of  the  Mexican  Reinforce- 
ment (which  always  kept  in  view)  he  thought  of  retiring 
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to  Te&euco,  which,  with  the  approbation  of  his  Captains, 
he  prefently  put  in  execution.  The  Mexicans  did  not 
venture  to  quit  the  Caufey  or  their  Canoes,  ’till  fuch 
time  as  the  diltance  of  our  Army,  gave  them  Courage  to 
follow  afar  off ; contenting  themfelves  with  fending  torth 
great  cries,  in  which  fruitlefs  Fatigue,  all  their  Revenge 
ended.  This  Expedition  was  of  great  Importance,  as  well 
for  the  Damage  done  to  the  Mexicans  in  the  feveral  En- 
gagements, as  for  the  Knowledge  the  Spaniards  gain’d  of 
this  part  of  the  Country,  of  which  it  would  be  necelfary  af- 
terwards to  make  themfelves  Mailers.  And  altho’  our 
Hillorian  endeavours  to  obfcure  the  Glory  of  it,  it  was  of 
fuch  great  Conlequence  to  Cortez,  with  refpecft  to  his  main 
Delign,  that  he  no  fooner  arrived  at  Tez>euco , but  the  Ca- 
ziques  of  Tucapan , Mafcalz,ingo , Autlan,  and  of  other 
Towns  upon  the  North-lide  of  the  Lake,  came  to  make  their 
Submilfion,  and  offer  the  Affiftance  of  their  Troops.  A 
fure  fign  that  the  Spaniards  came  back  with  Reputation, 
which  is  an  Acquifition  of  the  greateft  Advantage  in  War, 
and  which  gains  upon  the  Minds  of  Men  what  Force  of 
Arms  cannot  obtain  without  great  Difficulty. 


CHAP.  XVI. 

A Frejh  Succour  of  Spaniards  arrives  at 
Tezeuco.  Sandoval  marches  to  the  Relief  of 
Chaleo  ; defeats  the  Mexicans  twice  in  the 
open  Field , and  takes  the  Towns  of  Guafte- 
peque  and  Capiftlan. 


H E Profperity  of  fo  many  Succelfes  was  almoft  an 
evident  Proof,  that  Heaven  was  interelfed  in  the 
! Conqueft  of  this  Empire ; nor  could  fome  favour- 
able Accidents,  wherein  human  Diligence  had  no 
lhare,  be  polfibly  thought  to  come  from  any  other  hand,  be- 
ing fo  well  adapted  to  prefent  Neceility,  and  fo  much  be- 
yond 
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yond  all  Expedation.  A Veflel  of  confiderable  burthen, 
lent  to  Hernan  Cortex,  arrived  at  this  time  at  Vera  Cruz, 
and  in  her  Julian  de  Alderete,  Native  of  Tordefillas , with 
the  Character  of  the  King’s  Treafurer;  Father  Pedro 
Melgareio  de  Vrrea , a Regular  of  the  Order  of  St.  Francis , 
born  at  Seville  ; Antonio  de  Caravaial , Gerommo  Ruiz  de 
la  Mot  a,  Alonzo  Diaz  de  la  Reguera , and  feveral  other 
Soldiers  of  diftindion,  with  a very  confiderable  Succour  of 
Arms  and  other  Neceffaries.  They  immediately  marched 
to  ‘Tlafcala , (the  Ammunition  being  carried  on  the  Shoulders 
of  Zempoallan  Indians ,)  and  there  they  had  an  Elcort  given 
them  to  conduct  them  fate  to  Dezeuco , they  themfelves 
carrying  thither  the  firft  News  of  their  Arrival. 

Bernal  Diaz  del  Caflillo  fays,  That  this  Veil'd  came 
di redly  from  Spain:  and  Antonio  de  Herrera,  who  makes 
mention  of  it,  does  not  fay  who  fent  it,  defiring  perhaps  to 
conceal  his  Ignorance  by  that  Omiffion.  It  feems  very  un- 
likely that  it  ffiould  come  to  Cortez  from  Spain,  without 
bringing  Letters  from  his  Father  and  his  Agents ; and  more 
Specially  at  a time  when  they  might  have  informed  him  of 
the  good  Succefs  of  their  Negociations,  which  account,  accord- 
ing to  thefe  Authors,  he  did  not  receive  ’till  a long  time  after. 
I am  inclined  to  believe,  as  more  probable,  that  it  came 
from  Santo  Domingo,  whofe  Governours  Cortez  had  inform’d 
of  the  Difficulties  he  was  engaged  in,  as  has  been  before 
obferved  ; and  the  coming  of  a Treafurer  for  the  King, 
does  not  in  the  leaf!  conclude  any  thing  to  the  contrary  : 
for  it  was  properly  within  the  Jurifdidion  of  thole  Gover- 
nours to  name  fuch  Officers  as  were  to  colled  the  Fifth,  due 
to  the  Emperor  ; and  their  Authority  extended  over  all 
thofe  Conquefts.  But  from  whence  foever  this  Succour 
came,  it  could  not  have  arrived  more  opportunely  ; nor 
did  Cortez  mifs  to  difcern  the  true  fource  of  it,  attributing 
to  God  not  only  his  good  Fortune  in  the  Augmentation  of 
his  Forces,  but  the  very  Vigour  of  Mind,  which  he  per- 
ceived in  himfelf,  and  that  marvellous  Conftancy,  which 
tho’  agreeable  enough  to  his  natural  Courage,  yet  feem’d  to 
him  at  this  time  the  immediate  Effed  of  a heavenly  In- 
fluence. 

A t this  time  there  arrived  Meffengers,  difpatch’d  in  great 
hafte  to  Cortez  from  the  Caziques  of  Chaleo  and  ‘Thama- 
nalco,  to  demand  Succour  againft  a powerful  Army,  which 
the  Enemy  were  providing  in  Mexico  for  fubjeding  the 
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Towns  of  their  Dilfnds,  which  adhered  to  the  Interefts  ol 
the  Spaniards.  Guatimoz,in  had  a great  Inclination  to 
Arms,  and  as  appeared  by  other  parts  of  his  Conduct,  ap- 
plied himfelf  intirely  to  the  Arts  of  War.  He  was  con- 
tinually contriving  means  to  get  the  Vidtory  over  his  Ene- 
mies, and  had  conlidered  that  there  was  no  better  way  to 
compafs  his  Delign,  than  by  feizing  on  that  Frontier,  where- 
by he  might  cut  Gif'  the  Communication  with  Tlaf- 
cala , and  prevent  any  Succours  coming  from  Vera  Cruz,  \ a 
Point  of  fo  much  Confequence,  that  Cortez,  found  himfelf 
abfolutely  obliged  to  protedf  thefe  Allies,  to  whofe  Fide- 
lity he  owed  the  Prefervation  of  this  necelfary  Pals  free 
from  the  Mexicans.  He  immediately  difpatch’d  Gonz,alo 
de  Sandoval  to  their  Relief,  with  three  hundred  Spaniards , 
twenty  Horfe,  and  fome  Companies  of  Tlafcala  and  T ?- 
Z=euco,  amounting  to  fuch  a number  as  he  thought  fufficienr, 
the  Troops  of  thole  Provinces  being  already  in  Arms. 

Sandoval  made  no  delay,  but  march’d  with  fo  much 
diligence,  that  his  Succour  arriv’d  very  opportunely  : the 
Caziques  had  alfembled  all  their  Troops,  which,  joined  to 
thofe  of  Sandoval , made  a very  conliderable  body.  The  E- 
nemy  was  not  very  far  off  their  Army  having  lodg’d 
the  Night  before  at  Guaftepeque,  and  it  was  refolv’d  to  at- 
tack them  before  they  enter’d  upon  the  Territories  of 
Chaleo.  In  the  mean  time,  the  Mexicans  depending  upon 
the  Number  of  their  Forces,  and  having  learnt  that  the 
Spaniards  were  come  to  the  fupport  of  the  Chalquefes,  pof 
fefFed  themfelves  of  fome  Barancas  or  hollow  Ways,  in  or- 
der to  wait  the  coming  of  our  Troops  in  a place  where 
they  might  be  fecure  again!!  the  Horfe.  The  Spaniards 
were  fenfible  of  the  Difficulty,  when  they  came  to  the 
Charge,  and  Sandoval  flood  in  need  of  all  his  Refolution 
and  all  the  Valour  of  his  Troops  to  dillodge  the  Enemy 
from  that  Poft,  which  they  did  with  Sword  in  Hand,  but 
not  without  fome  Lofs : for  on  this  occafion  died  bravely 
fighting  a Spanifi  Soldier,  call’d  Juan  Dominguez,,  much 
elteemed  in  the  Army  for  his  lingular  Skill  in  the  managing 
of  Horfes. 

The  Mexicans  loll  a great  number  in  this  Difpute  ■, 
however,  they  thought  themfelves  flrong  enough  to  rally 
and  draw  up  upon  the  Plain  : But  Sandoval  having  foon 
overcome  the  difficulty  of  the  Palfage,  attack’d  them  fo 
briskly,  that  he  broke  them  before  they  could  form.  The 
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Van-guard  of  the  Enemy  continued  the  Fight  for  fome 
time  with  defperare  Fury  ; and  if  their  Refiftance  had 
lafted  a little  longer,  this  Combat  might  have  been  call’d 
a Battle  : but  this  difordcrly  Multitude  foo:n  gave  way, 
and  dispers'd,  and  the  Spaniards  followed  the  purfuit  with 
fo  much  Vigour,  that  the  Mexicans  loft  the  greateft  part  of 
their  Troops.  Sandoval  remained  Mafter  of  the  Field, 
and  chofe  a place  for  his  Army  to  halt  in,  and  take  a little 
Reft,  refolving  to  advance  that  Night  to  Guaftepeque , whi- 
ther the  greateft  part  of  the  Fugitives  were  retired. 

But  fcarce  had  the  Troops  began  to  enjoy  the  repofe 
they  fo  much  wanted  for  the  Recovery  of  their  Strength, 
when  the  Scouts,  who  had  been  fent  out  to  view  the  Ave- 
nues, return’d,  and  gave  the  Alarm  fo  warmly,  that  it  was  ne- 
ceflary  ro  form  the  Army  with  all  Expedition.  A body  of 
fourteen  or  fifteen  rhoufand  Mexicans  were  advancing  in 
good  Order,  and  were  fo  near,  that  the  Spaniards  could 
hear  the  found  of  their  Drums  and  Florns.  Thefe  Troops 
were  fuppofed  to  be  fent  as  a Reinforcement  to  thofe  which 
had  march’d  from  Mexico  before,  becaufe  it  was  impoffible 
for  the  latter,  who  had  been  entirely  broken,  to  have  form’d 
themfelves  in  fuch  good  Order  in  fo  fliort  a time,  nor  was 
the  bold  Air  with  which  they  advanced,  confident  with  the 
Terror  of  fuch  a Defeat.  The  Spaniards  advanced  to 
receive  thefe  new  Comers,  and  attack’d  them  fo  feafonably, 
that  putting  their  Front  in  diforder,  they  made  way  for  the 
Horfe  to  charge  without  any  Risk  ; who  according  to  cufi 
tom  made  fuch  a Slaughter  of  the  Enemy,  that  they  were 
foon  obliged  to  turn  their  Backs,  flying  in  Coofufion  to  the 
Town  of  Gmjlepeque , where  they  believ’d  themfelves  in  Se- 
curity j but  the  Spaniards  followed  them  fo  clofe  (killing 
all  they  overtook)  that  they  entered  the  place  at  the  fame 
time  with  the  Fugitives,  and  maintain’d  the  Entrance,  till 
the  reft  of  the  Troops  coming  up,  they  divided  themfelves 
into  the  feveral  Streets,  and  with  Sword  in  Eland  drove  the 
Enemy  out  of  the  Town : The  Mexicans  loft  great  Num- 
bers by  their  obftinate  Refiftance,  and  the  reft  who  fled, 
were  fo  terrified,  that  in  a little  time  there  was  not  one  to 
be  feen  thereabouts. 

This  Town  was  fo  large,  that  Sandoval  was  refolv’d  to 
quarter  there  that  Night,  and  the  Spaniards  with  the  great- 
eft  part  of  their  Allies  lay  under  cover.  The  Victory  was 
the  more  joyful,  becaufe  the  Soldiers  were  allow’d  to 
- plun- 
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plunder,  provided  they  took  nothing  that  was  burdenfome, 
or  would  embarafs  them  in  the  life  of  their  Arms.  The 
Gazique  of  the  Town,  and  fome  of  the  principal  Inhabi- 
tants, came  a little  after,  and  made  their  Submiffion,  ex- 
cuhng  what  was  part  by  the  force  put  upon  them  by  the 
Mexicans , and  (hewing  their  Sincerity  by  coming  unarm’d, 
and  (urrendring  themfelves  to  the  diferetion  ot  the  Con- 
querors. The  Spaniards  receiv’d  them  courteoufly,  and 
aner  Sandoval  had  lent  out  to  view  the  Country,  which  was 
found  quiet  ; he  refolv  d,  with  the  Approbation  of  his 
Captains,  to  make  his  Retreat : but  the  People  of  Chaleo , 
who  had  better  Spies  abroad,  receiv’d  advice  that  the’ 
Mexicans , who  had  efcaped  from  the  pad  Engagements, 
were  all  joined  in  Capifilan,  and  protefted  to  him  that  to 
retreat  now  was  to  leave  them  in  the  fame  danger  from 
which  he  came  to  deliver  them.  Upon  this  News,  he 
thought  it  neeeffary  to  go  and  difperfe  this  Body  of  Fu- 
gitives, before  they  fhould  be  reinforced  with  frelh 
Troops,  j 

Capistlan  was  but  two  Leagues  diftant  from  Gua - 
ftepeque  on  the  fide  of  Mexico.  The  Town  was  flrong  by 
Nature,  being  feated  upon  the  top  of  a great  Rock, 
difficult  of  accefs ; with  a River  on  the  other  fide,  which 
running  with  rapidity  from  the  neighbouring  Mountains, 
waflr’d  the  Precipices  of  the  Rock.  When  the  Troops 
came  up,  they  found  the  Mexicans  prepar’d  for  their  de- 
fence, and  that  they  had  cover’d  all  the  top  of  this  Emi- 
nence with  Soldiers ; who  celebrated  their  fecurity  with 
loud  Cries,  and  difeharging  fome  Arrows,  not  fo  much  to 
wound,  as  to  irritate  the  Spaniards  : Sandoval  refolv’d  to 
drive  die  Enemy  from  this  Port,  that  he  might  leave  the 
neighbouring  Provinces  free  from  any  fear  of  a new  Inva- 
fion  ; and  finding  there  were  only  three  ways  by  which  he 
could  make  the  attack,  which  were  equally  difficult,  he  or- 
der’d the  Troops  of  Chaleo  and  Tlafcala  to  advance  firff, 
as  People  more  accuffomed  to  thole  rugged  Pades.  But 
they  did  not  obey  with  the  fame  readinefs  they  us’d  to  do, 
fhowing  by  the  flownefs  of  their  motion,  that  they  thought 
the  difficulty  of  this  Undertaking  fuperior  to  their  Force 
lo  that  Sandoval , impatient  of  delay,  threw  himfelf  into 
the  danger  at  the  head  of  the  Spaniards , which  fo  anima- 
ted the  Indians,  that,  finding  by  tins  Example  the  unrea- 
fonablenefs  of  their  Fear,  they  advanc’d  by  the  moft 
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difficult  parts  of  the  Rock,  mounting  it  with  more 
eafe  than  the  Spaniards,  and  fighting  with  equal  bravery. 
The  way  was  fo  lleep  in  fome  places,  that  they  could  not 
make  ufe  of  their  Hands,  without  fear  of  their  Feet  flip- 
ping and  the  Stones  which  the  Enemy  roll’d  down  from 
the  mp,  wounded  more  than  their  Darts  and  Arrows  : ne- 
verthelefs  the  Fire-Arms,  and  Crofs-Bows,  clear’d  the  way 
for  the  Pikes  and  Swords,  and  the  Affailants,  by  their  valour 
and  condancy,  forcing  their  way  againft  all  oppofition, 
aain’d  the  top  of  the  Hill  at  the  fame  time  that  the  Mexicans 
were  retiring  into  the  Town,  fo  difpirited,  that  they  fcarce 
made  a difpofition  to  defend  it,  or  defended  it  fo  weakly, 
that  they  were  driven  to  the  edge  of  the  Precipice,  where 
all  that  did  not  fling  themfelves  down  were  put  to  the 
Sword  ; and  the  (laughter  was  fo  great  upon  this  occafion, 
that  for  a while  (according  to  the  moil  exadt  relations) 
there  ran  dreams  of  Mexican  Blood  into  the  River,  in  fuch 
abundance,  that  the  Spaniards  who  went  down  to  quench 
their  third,  were  oblig’d  to  refrain  from  drinking,  or  to  do 
it  with  horror. 

Sandoval  had  his  Armour  broke  in  two  places  by 
Stones,  and  fome  Spaniards  were  very  much  wounded ; 
among  whom,  Jndrezj  de  Tapia , and  Hernando  de  OJma, 
were  the  mod  confiderable,  or  bed  deferv’d  to  be  remem- 
ber’d. The  Confederates  differ’d  mod  ; becaufe  that  part  of 
the  Rock  by  which  they  attack’d  was  very  difficult  to  mount, 
and  they  ran  upon  the' Danger  more  precipitately. 

Sandoval  having  gain’d  three  or  four  Victories  in  fo 
fliort  a time,  and  th ef Mexicans  being  defeated  and  chas’d 
out  of  thofe  Provinces  that  needed  the  Protection  of  his 
Arms,  he  began  his  March  the  next  day  for  Te&euco  by 
the  fame  Road  he  came,  and  arrived  there  without  any 
Oppofition. 

A s foon  as  the  News  of  his  Retreat  was  brought  to 
Mexico,  the  Emperor  lent  a new  Army  againd  the  Pro- 
vince of  Chaleo,  which  plainly  fhewed  the  great  defire  he 
had  to  cut  off  the  Spaniards  Communication  with  Tlajcala. 
The  Chalquefes  had  news  of  this  Invafion,  at  a time  when 
they  cou’d  have  no  dependance  but  upon  their  own  Arms; 
and  adembling  in  hade  the  Troops  they  had  ready,  with 
thole  they  could  get  from  their  Allies,  they  took  the  Field 
with  more  Refolution  than  formerly,  and  obferving  a bet- 
ter Order  in  the  difpofition  of  their  Men.  The  two  Ar- 
mies 


Book  V.  of  Mexico,  or  New  Spain.  93 

mies  advanc’d  towards  each  other,  and  fighting  with  equal 
Bravery,  the  Battle  was  long  and  bloody  ; but  in  the 
end  the  Chalquefes  gain’d  the  Victory,  and  tho’  they  loft 
great  numbers  in  the  Adtion,  they  Hew  more  of  the  Mex- 
icans, and  remain’d  mafters  of  the  Field.  The  news  of 
this  Vidtory  was  receiv’d  with  great  applaufe  at  Ee&euco; 
and  Cortez,  was  particularly  pleas’d  to  find  that  his  Allies 
were  in  a condition  to  fupport  themlelves,  and  that  their 
own  Forces  were  fufficient  to  defend  them.  This  happy 
Succefs  was  principally  owing  to  their  Valour,  but  the  Or- 
der and  good  Difcipline  which  they  obferv’d  in  the  Fight, 
did  much  contribute  to  the  Victory,  and  it  was  of  great 
Importance  to  thofe  People  to  have  been  Conquerors 
in  other  Battles,  wherein  they  loft  the  Fear  they  had  con- 
ceiv’d of  the  commanding  Nation,  and  by  the  help  of  the 
Spaniards,  had  difcover’d  the  Secret,  That  Mexicans  cou’d 
be  beaten  like  other  Men. 


CHAP.  XVIL 

Cortez  marches  out  of  Tezeuco,  to  view  the 
Lake  on  the  fide  of  Suchimilco  : He  has  two 
dangerous  Engagements  with  the  Enemy , 
who  had  fortified  themf elves  upon  the  Moun- 
tains of  Guaftepeque. 

O RE'  E Z could  have  wiftt’d,  that  Sandoval  had 
not  return’d  without  penetrating  as  far  as  Suchi- 
milco upon  the  Lake,  which  wasbut  a few  Leagues 
diftant  from  Guaftepeque,  it  being  of  great  Im- 
portance to  take  a View  of  that  City,  where 
there  was  a very  broad  Caufey,  which  join’d  the  principal 
ones  that  led  to  Mexico.  And  as  the  finilhing  of  the  Bri- 
gantines would  ftill  take  up  fome  Time,  he  refolv’d  to 
employ  it  in  this  Expedition.  He  alfo  confider’d  the  Ad- 
vantage of  covering  the  Pafiage  to  Elafcala , and  anima- 
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ting  the  People  of  Chaleo , who  Teem’d  apprehenfive  of  new 
Invafions.  Cortex  charg’d  himfelf  with  the  execution  of  this 
Defign,  taking  with  him  Chr  iff  oval  de  Olid , Pedro  de  Alva- 
rado, Andres  de  "Tapia,  and  Julian  de  Alderete,  with  rhree 
hundred  Spaniards , and  Tuch  Troops  of  Tezeuco  and  Tlaf- 
cala  as  lie  judg’d  neceffary,  fuppofing  he  ffiould  find  the 
Cazique  of  Chaleo,  with  his  Allies,  in  Anns. 

I his  Abfence,  he  left  the  Military  Command  with  San- 
doval, and  the  Civil  with  the  Cazique  Don  Hernando,  who 
was  always  Submiffive  and  Affedionate;  and  tho’his  Age  and 
Genius  inclin’d  him  to  more  adive  Employments,  he  had 
fufficient  underftanding  to  know,  that  it  was  more  merito- 
rious to  obey. 

H e r n a n C o r t e z fet  out  from  Tezeuco,  on  the  5th 
of  April,  1511,  and  hearing  no  News  of  the  Mexicans , 
march’d  with  To  much  diligence,  that  he  arriv’d  the  next 
Night  at  Chaleo,  where  he  found  the  Confederate  Caziques 
aflembled  in  the  City,  and  under  an  Alarm,  becaufe  they 
did  not  exped  any  Succour  from  the  Spaniards,  and  had 
difeover’d  on  the  Side  of  Suchimilco  a new  Army  of  Mexi- 
cans, much  ftronger  than  any  of  the  former,  who  were  com- 
ing with  a Defign  to  ravage  and  poffefs  themfelves  of  their 
Country.  The  Demonftrations  of  their  Joy  were  equal  to  the 
Trouble  they  were  in  before:  They  threw  themfelves  at 
the  feet  of  the  Spaniards , . and  lifted  up  their  Eyes  to 
the  Heavens,  to  the  favourable  Difpofition  of  which,  (accor- 
ding to  their  Ideas)  they  attributed  this  fudden  Change  of 
their  Fortune.  Cortez,  intended  to  make  ufe  of  their  Arms, 
and  therefore  leaving  them  in  the  Opinion , that  he  was 
come  only  to  fuccour  them,  he  did  what  he  could  to  recover 
them  out  of  the  fright  they  had  conceiv’d,  and  by  applaud- 
ing their  Vidory,  to  give  them  a high  conceit  of  their  own 
Bravery. 

1 he  se  Caziques  had  their  advanc’d  Centrys  and  Tome 
Spies  in  the  Enemies  Country,  who  paffing  the  Word  from 
one  to  another,  gave  Notice  continually  of  the  Enemies 
Motions ; and  by  this  means  they  underftood,  that  the 
Mexicans , being  inform’d  of  the  Arrival  of  the  Spaniards 
at  Chaleo,  had  made  a Halt  upon  the  Mountains,  which 
were  in  the  Way,  dividing  their  Troops , to  garrifon  fome 
FortrelEes  on  the  Tops  ot  thoie  Eminences  that  were  mod: 
difficult  of  Accefs.  This  Condud  of  the  IVlexicans  mi°ht 
have  been  defign  d,  either  to  conceal  the  Number  of  tlieir 
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Troops,  till  fuch  time  ns  Cortex  ffiould  retire,  that  they 
might  afterwards  fall  upon  his  Allies  ; or,  what  feems  more 
probable,  to  wait  the  coming  of  their  Enemies,  in  a Place 
where  they  had  the  Advantage  of  the  Ground:  But  in  both 
thefe  Cafes  it  feem’d  abfolutely  neceffary  to  attack  them  in 
their  Foitifications,  that  no  time  might  be  1 oft  in  marching 
to  Suchimilco. 


With  this  refolution  the  Army  marched  the  fame  night 
to  a Town,  deferted  by  its  Inhabitants,  at  the  Foot  of  die 
Mountain,  where  it  was  join’d  by  the  Troops  of  Chaleo  and 
of  the  adjacent  Country.  A numerous  Body  of  good  Sol- 
diers, which  animated  the  reft  of  the  Nations,  who  were  ad- 
vancing to  the  Defilees  in  fome  concern.  At  the  firft  ap- 
pearance of  the  Day,  they  began  to  enter  the  Mountains, 
by  a narrow  and  difficult  Path,  between  two  ridges  of  Rocks. 
Some  Mexicans , who  came  to  provoke  the  Spaniards , (bow- 
ed themfelves  upon  the  Tops  of  the  Rocks  on  both  fides 
The  Army  march’d  (lowly  on,  filing  off,  as  the  Nature  of 
the  Ground  required,  ’till  they  came  to  a Plain,  at  an  open- 
ing of  the  Hills,  which  at  fome  diftance  clofed  again.  Here 
Cortez,  form’d  his  Men  as  well  as  he  could,  having  difco- 
ver’d  on  the  higheft  Eminence  a confiderable  Fortrels,  where 
the  Enemy  had  lodg’d  themfelves  in  fuch  numbers,  as  might 
have  ftruck  a Dread,  tho’  in  alefs  advantageous  Poft.  Their 
defign  was  to  provoke  the  Spaniards , and  draw  them  on  to 
the  Attack,  in  the  midft  of  thofe  Precipices,  where  the  diffi- 
culty of  the  Way  was  no  lefs  dangerous  than  the  Arms  of 
the  Enemy. 

Corte  z was  ftung  to  the  quick  by  the  infulting  rail- 
leries of  the  Enemy,  who  laugh’d  at  his  Delay,  nor  could  he 
bear,  with  Patience,  their  reproaching  the  Spaniards  with 
Cowardice  ; fo  that  giving  way  to  Anger  ( (eldom  a good 
Councilor)  he  march’d  his  Troops  to  the  Foot  of  the 
Mountain,  where,  without  (laying  to  chufe  the  lead  difficult 
Path,  he  ordered  two  Companies  of  Mufqueteers  and  Crofs- 
Bows,  to  advance  to  the  Attack,  under  the  Command  of 
Captain  Pedro  de  Barba,  accompanied  by  fome  Soldiers  of 
particular  Diftindion,  who  voluntarily  offer’d  themfelves, 
among  which  was  our  Bernal  Diaz,  del  Cafhllo , who  not  fa- 
tisfy’d  with  the  Reputation  of  Valour  he  had  already  efta- 
bliifi’d,  put  in  for  a fhare  in  every  difficult  Undertaking. 

The  Mexicans  retired  as  the  Spaniards  mounted  the  Hill, 
feigning  to  be  in  fome  diforder,  that  they  might  entice 
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them  on  to  the  mo  ft  dangerous  part  of  the  Precipice  ; which 
they  had  no  fooner  effected,  but  they  returned,  with  moft 
horrible  Crys,  letting  fall  from  the  Topfuch  a terrible  Shower 
of  great  Stones  and  entire  Rocks,  as  barr’d  up  the  Way,  after 
having  born  down  every  thing  it  met  with.  This  firft 
charge  did  great  damage,  and  it  would  have  been  much 
greater,  if  Enfign  Chrijioval  del  Coral,  and  Bernal  Diaz> 
del  Ca(liUo , who  advanc’d  before  the  reft,  had  not  retir’d  to 
the  hollow  of  a Rock,  and  advis’d  the  reft  to  halt,  and 
leave  the  Path,  it  being  impoftible  to  go  on,  without  fal- 
ling into  greater  danger.  The  General  was  fenfible,  that 
there  was  no  continuing  the  Attack  that  way,  and  fearing 
they  would  all  have  periflfd,  fent  them  Orders  immediate- 
ly to  retire,  which  they  did  with  the  fame  Danger.  This 
Ablion  coft  the  Lives  of  four  Spaniards ; Captain  Pedro 
de  Barba  was  hurt,  and  many  others  wounded.  Cortez,  was 
inwardly  fretted  at  this  difgrace,  as  being  in  effedt  owing 
to  his  own  imprudence  ; but  in  publick  he  call’d  it  the 
Chance  of  War,  hiding  the  weaknefs  of  his  Excufes  with 
menaces  againft  the  Enemy. 

H e ftrait  refolv’d  to  advance  with  fome  of  his  Captains, 
in  fearch  of  a lefs  dangerous  Path,  whereby  to  gain  the  top 
of  the  Mountain : And  to  this  refolution  he  was  equally 
carried,  by  a defire  of  revenging  his  lofs,  and  by  the  incon- 
veniency  of  continuing  his  march  with  theEnemy  at  his  back. 
Neverthelefs,  he  could  not  put  this  defign  in  execution ; 
for  at  the  fame  time  he  difeover’d  anAmbulcade,  which  gave 
him  an  opportunity  of  coming  fooner  to  an  Engagement. 
A Body  of  the  Enemy’s  Troops,  which  had  been  polled  on 
the  other  fide  of  the  Mountain,  coming  down  and  poftefT 
ing  themfelves  of  a Wood  near  the  Road,  watch’d  an  oppor- 
tunity to  charge  the  Rear  of  the  Spaniards  when  they  fhould 
fee  them  engag’d  in  the  Defilees;  and  had  alfo  given  notice 
to  thofe  above,  to  come  down  and  attack  the  Van-guard  at 
the  fame  time  : And  this  Stratagem  of  the  Barbarians  fhows, 
what  Mailers  Hatred  and  Malice  are,  in  the  Arts  of  War. 

Hernan  Cortez  caufed  his  Troops  to  make  the 
fame  movement,  as  it  he  defign’d  to  continue  his  march, 
laying  open  his  Flanks  to  the  Mexicans  in  Ambufcade,  and 
when  he  thought  they  were  fecure,  turned  fhort  upon  them: 
But  they  fled  fo  nimbly,  and  were  fo  favoured  by  the  thick- 
jrefs  of  the  Woods,  that  he  did  them  little  damage ; and 
perceiving  at  the  fame  time,  that  the  Fugitives  took  the 
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Road  of  Guaflepeque,  he  detach’d  his  Cavalry  for  the  pur- 
fuit,  and  made  the  Infantry  advance  fome  Paces,  This 
Motion  ferv’d  to  difcover  that  the  Mexicans  above  had  a- 
bandoned  their  Fort,  and  were  following  the  March  of  the 
Spaniards  by  the  Tops  of  the  Mountains ; fo  that  the  In- 
convenience of  leaving  the  Enemy  behind,  now  ceafin^, 
the  Army  purfued  their  way  without  any  other  oppofition,5 
than  the  Crys  of  the  Enemy,  till  about  a Teague  and  a half 
forward,  they  came  to  another  Fortrefs  like  the  former,  which 
the  Mexicans  had  garrifon’d ; and  tho*  their  Cries  and  Me- 
naces fufficiently  provok’d  the  General,  it  was  too  near  Niffiir, 
and  he  had  a fatal  Experience  too  frefh  in  his  Memory,  to 
engage  with  them  a-new,  without  further  precaution. 

H 1 s Army  encamped  near  a little  forfaken  Village  on 
the  Top  of  an  Eminence,  from  whence  they  could  diicover 
the  neighbouring  Mountains.  The  Soldiers  fufferd  very 
much  in  this  Place  for  want  of  Water,  and  Third  was  an 
Enemy,  alone  lufficient  to  difturb  their  Hours  of  Reft. 
In  the  Morning  they  found  relief  from  fome  Springs  which 
were  not  far  from  the  Camp ; and  Cortez,  commanding  the 
Army  to  follow  him,  advanced  to  view  the  Fortrefs  of 
which  the  Enemies  had  poffieffied  themfelves,  and  found  it 
more  inacceffible  than  the  former  : for  the  Road  in  going 
up  made  feveral  Turns,  and  was  throughout  expofed  to 
the  Darts  of  the  Enemy.  But  obferving  another  Eminence 
within  Musket-ffiot,  which  the  Enemy  had  negleded,  he 
commanded  Verdugo  Barba  and  Alderete , to  mount  with 
the  Musketeers,  and  feize  it,  in  order  to  embarrafs  the 
Mexicans  in  their  Defence  of  the  other  Hill.  This  was 
prefently  put  in  execution,  by  taking  a Road  covered 
from  the  Enemy,  who  frighted  at  the  number  of  Men  who 
were  kill’d  by  the  firft  difcharge  of  the  Fire-Arms,  thought 
only  of  retiring  to  a condderable  Town  joining  to  their 
Fortrefs.  The  Spaniards  below  guefs’d  the  truth  of  what 
had  happened  by  the  ceafing  of  the  Enemies  Cries  ; and  as 
they  were  preparing  for  the  Attack,  difcovered  from  the 
neighbouring  Height,  that  the  Mexicans  had  entirely  aban- 
doned their  Fort,  and  were  flying  to  the  diftant  parts  of 
the  Country : fo  that  Cortez  thought  it  unneceffiary  to  take 
a view  of  that  Poft,  which  he  did  not  defign  to  keep,  and 
was  of  no  Importance  after  is  was  quitted  by  the  E- 
nemy. 

But  before  the  Army  renew’d  their  March,  they  diE 
covered  feveral  Women  on  the  top  of  the  Hill,  calling  out 
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for  Peace,  hanging  out  white  Cloths,  which  they  waved 
up  and  down,  and  accompanying  thefe  with  other 
fjons  of  Submiilion,  that  obliged  Cortex  to  fend  for  them. 
Tne  Cazique  immediately  came  down,  and  offer’d  his  O- 
bedience,  lubmitting  not  only  the  Fort  where  he  refided* 
but  the  other  alfo  which  they  had  left  behind,  and  which 
belonged  to  his  JurifdiCtion.  He  made  an  Apology  with 
the  air  of  a Man  that  fpoke  Truth,  and  laid  all  the  blame 
of  the  Refiftance  the  Army  had  met  with  upon  thofe  Moun- 
tains on  the  Mexicans , who  were  too  powerful  for  him. 
Hernan  Cortez,  admitted  his  Excuies,  either  that  he  believ’d 
them  true,  or  that  he  thought  it  not  a proper  time  to  exa- 
mine them  ftri&ly.  The  Cazique  feemed  very  much  con- 
cerned that  he  Ihould  pafs  through  his  Territories  without 
receiving  the  Submilfion  of  his  Valfals  ; and  Cortez j,  to  fa- 
tisfy  him,  was  obliged  to  fend  two  Companies  of  Spaniards 
to  take  poffeifion  in  the  Name  of  the  Emperor,  according 
to  the  cuftom  obferved  at  that  time. 

After  this  Ceremony  was  over,  which  did  not  detain 
them  long,  the  Army  march’d  on  to  Guaftepeque,  a popu- 
lous Town,  which  Gonz>alo  de  Sandoval  had  left  in  Peace, 
and  which  they  found  as  full  of  Inhabitants,  and  as  well 
flock’d  with  Provifionsas,  if  it  had  been  a time  of  Peace,  or 
they  had  fullered  nothing  by  Oppreflion  from  the  Mexi- 
cans. 

The  Cazique  with  the  principal  Inhabitants  came  to 
wait  upon  Cortez. „ to  allure  him  of  his  Obedience,  and  in- 
vite him  to  accept  of  a Lodging  he  had  prepared  for  the 
Spaniards  in  his  own  Palace,  and  other  Lodgings  in  the 
City  lor  the  Commanders  of  the  Confederate  Troops  ; pro- 
minng  to  fupply  the  reft  with  all  neceftary  Provifions, 
which  he  accordingly  performed  with  great  Prudence  and 
Liberality. 

H i s Palace  was  fo  fumptuous  a Building,  that  it  might 
vye  with  thofe  of  MoteZjU-ma,  and  fo  large,  that  all  the  Spa- 
niards were  lodged  in  it  with  eafe.  In  the  Morning  he 
parried  them  into  a Garden  he  kept  for  his  Diverfion  (no- 
thing inferior  to  that  oi  l&fiqpalapa)  whole  Spacioufnefs 
and  Fertility  the  Spaniards  greatly  admired,  becaufe  it  far 
exceeded  their  Expectation,  and  was  afterwards  fpoke  of  as 
one  of  the  Wonders  of  that  new  World  : It  was  above  half 
a League  long,  and  near  as  much  in  Breadth ; the  Ground 
was  level  ana  uniform,  and'  regularly  divided  into  Plats, 

with 
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with  all  the  Fruit-Trees  and  Plants,  Which  that  Country 
produced,  with  feveral  great  Ponds  which  received  thd  Wa- 
ter  of  the  neighbouring  Mountains,  and  fevetal  Sduafes  af- 
ter the  manner  of  Parterres  full  of  FloWers  and  medicinal 
Herbs,  cultivated  with  great  care  and  placed  in  exadt  tfrder ; 
the  Work  of  a powerful  Lord,  who  had  a tafte  df  Ami-' 
culture,  and  had  fludied  to  heighten  the  Beauties  of  Nature 
with  the  Ornaments  of  Are 

Cortez  endeavour’d  to  engage  this  Cazique  ih  his 
Intereft  by  fome  Prefents;  but  receiving  Advice,  as  he  was 


and  gave  Orders  for  the  Army  imrhediately  to  march,  not 
without  fome  Concern  that  he  had  ftard  longer  than  he 
ought.  For  fuch  is  the  Nature  of  Care,  with  great  difficulty 
to  admit  of  Interruption,  and  if  for  a While  diverted  to 
return  again  with  greater  violence. 


entering  into  me  harden,  that  the  Enemy  Were  expe<5tih<* 
him  a t ffttatlavctcct,  (a  Town  lying  in  the  way  he  was  to  pafs^ 
he  took  but  little  pleafure  in  the  Beauties  of  rhp  pL 


CHAP.  XVIII. 

The  Army  paffies  on  to  QuatlavaCa,  'where  the 
Mexicans  receive  a new  Defeat  y from  thence 
to  Suchimilco,  where  Cortez  fur  mounts  a 
great  Difficulty , and  is  in  clanger  of  being 
loffi 


u a t lavaca  was  a populous  Town,  ftrong,  by  Na- 
ture, fituate  between  Barrancas,  or  breakings  of  the 
Earth  above  eight  Fathoms  deep,  which  ierv’d  as  a 
Ditch  to  the  Place  and  Paffages  for  the  Water  that  defcended 
from  the  Mountains.  The  Army  arrived  at  this  Place  after 
having  fubdued  all  the  Towns  which  lay  in  their  way  without 
any  difficulty.  The  Mexicans  had  cut  down  the-  Bridges,,  and 
cover’d  the  Banks  with  fuch  a number  of  Soldiers,  that 
the  Paffiage  feemed  impoffible.  But  Cortez. , drew  up  his 
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Army  at  a convenient  diftance,  and  while  the  Spaniards  and 
Confederates  endeavour’d  to  divert  the  Enemy  with  their 
Fire-Arms  and  Arrows,  he  went  to  view  the  Barranca  ; and 
finding  it  at  fome  diftance  lower  much  narrower,  he  imme- 
diately ordered  two  or  three  Bridges  to  be  made  of  Trees  cut 
at  the  Root,  which  reach’d  from  one  fide  to  the  other,  and 
which  laid  together  as  well  as  was  poflible,  made  a way,  tho’ 
fomewhat  dangerous,  for  the  Infantry  to  pafs.  The  Spaniards 
of  the  Vanguard  leaving  the  Tlafcalcins  to  keep  the  Enemy 
in  play,  immediately  pafs’d  over  and  form’d  a Battalion  on 
the  other  fide  of  the  Ditch,  which  was  continually  augmented 
by  the.  other  Allies.  But  the  Mexicans  who  were  quickly 
fenfible  of  their  Negligence,  poured  down  upon  thole 
that  had  paffed  with  fb  much  Refolution,  that  they  had 
much  to  do  to  keep  their  ground  ; and  the  Succefs  had 
been  very  doubtful,  if  Cortez,  had  not  opportunely  ar- 
rived, followed  by  Olid,  Alvarado , and  Tapia,  who  whilft 
the  Foot  were  getting  over,  had  found  out  a Paflage  for 
the  Horfe,  which  tho’ a very  difficult  and  dangerous  one,  was 
of  great  ufe  in  the  extream  danger  to  which  the  Spaniards 
were  reduced. 

The  Horfe  wheel’d  about  in  order  to  charge  the  Mexi- 
cans in  the  Rear,  which  they  did,  aflifted  by  Tome  Foot 
brought  to  their  Succour  by  Bernal  Diaz,  del  Caftillo  ; who 
pufh’d  on  by  his  Courage,  had  paffed  the  Ditch  by  the 
means  of  two  or  three  Trees  which  were  fallen  down  by 
their  own  weight,  and  lay  a crofs  the  Barranca.  Several 
Spaniards  quitted  the  Skirmifh  to  follow  the  Example  of 
Viaz,,  as  did  a confiderable  number  of  Indians,  who  all 
mixed  with  the  Horfe  when  they  made  their  Charge. 

B u t the  Mexicans,  who  now  faw  the  danger  that  threat- 
ned  them  inthemidft  of  their  Fortifications,  gave  themfelves 
for  loft,  and  difperfing,  fought  only  to  efcape  in  the  beft 
manner  they  could  to  the  Mountains.  They  loft  great  Num- 
bers, both  in  the  defence  of  the  Ditch,  and  in  their  Flight; 
neverthelefs  the  greateft  part  laved  themfelves  among  the 
Rocks  and  Precipices,  where  it  was  not  poflible  to  purfue 
them.  The  Town  was  found  entirely  abandoned,  but  with 
good  ftore  of  Provifions,  and  fome  Spoils,  w'hich  were  given 
to  the  Soldiers.  A little  after,  the  Cazique  and  fome  of  the 
chief  Inhabitants  who  were  willing  to  fubmit,  called  to  the 
Spaniards  from  the  further  fide  of  the  Ditch,  defiring  leave 
to  return  to  the  Town,  and  prepare  Quarters  for  the 

Troops  ; 
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Troops  ; which  was  immediately  granted,  and  they  were  of 
ufe  afterwards,  rather  by  the  notice  they  gave  of  the  Ene- 
my’s Motions,  and  by  their  Knowledge  of  the  Country, 
than  for  any  want  the  Spaniards  had  of  their  Offers,  or 
any  dependance  they  had  on  their  Excufes,  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Mexico  keeping  them  in  a neceffary  Subjection. 

Early  the  next  Morning  the  Army  took  the  Road  of 
Suchimilco , a Place  which  deferved  the  name  of  a City, 
feated  on  the  edge  of  a Frefh-Water  Lake,  which  had  a com- 
munication with  the  great  Lake ; the  Buildings  were  partly 
on  the  Land,  and  partly  in  the  Water,  where  a great  num- 
ber of  Canoes  ferved  them  to  pafs  from  place  to  place  : 
It  was  of  great  importance  to  take  a view  of  this  Poft, 
which  was  within  four  Leagues  of  Mexico  : but  the  March 
was  very  troublefome ; for  after  they  had  palfed  a Defilee 
three  Leagues  long,  they  came  into  a barren  dry  Coun- 
try, where  the  Soldiers  fuffered  very  much  for  want  of 
Water ; the  Fatigue  of  the  March  and  the  Heat  of  the  Sun 
increafing  their  Thirft  to  fuch  a degree,  that  at  their  en- 
trance into  a Foreft  of  Pines,  they  were  infenfible  of  any 
Relief  from  its  Shade. 

Near  the  Road  they  found  fome  Houfes  within  the 
JurifdiCtion  of  Suchimilco,  built  for  Farm-Houfes,  or  for 
Pleafure,  by  the  Inhabitants  of  that  Place.  Here  the  Ar- 
my lodged,  and  enjoyed  that  Night  the  Reft  and  Refrefh- 
ment  they  fo  much  wanted.  The  Enemy  had  purpofely 
quitted  them,  to  wait  the  Spaniards  in  a ftronger  Poft. 
Cortez j drew  up  his  Army  in  order  of  Battel  at  break  of 
day,  and  began  his  march,  expe&ing  to  meet  with  a good 
deal  of  difficulty  in  his  prefent  Enterprize ; it  not  being 
likely  that  the  Mexicans  would  leave  Suchimlco , a Poll 
of  fo  great  importance,  and  fo  near  to  Mexico,  without  a 
ftrong  Garrifon,  efpecially  fince  all  thofe  who  had  efcaped 
from  the  paft  Engagements,  were  retired  to  that  Place. 

His  Conjectures  proved  right,  for  the  Enemy  ('the  re- 
lation of  whofe  Numbers  may  be  true,  but  /hall  be  omitted 
as  improbable)  had  drawn  up  their  Battalions  in  a Plain 
at  fome  diftance  from  the  City,  having  a great  and  rapid 
River  in  their  Front,  which  difcharged  it/elf  into  the  Lake. 
They  had  double-lined  the  Banks  of  this  River,  and  dift 
pofed  their  main  Body  for  the  defence  of  a wooden 
Bridge,  which  they  would  not  cut  down,  having  barricaded 
it  with  Planks  and  Fafcines,  and  fuppofing,  that  tho’  this 
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of  their  Men  upon  the  Field  : But  it  appeared,  by  the  refif- 
tance  they  made,  that  they  were  led  by  valiant  Comman- 
ders ; and  the  Diipute  was  fo  warm,  that  the  three  Spanifh 
Captains  were  wounded,  befides  a confiderable  number  of 
SvciniJIj  and  ^Tlafcalan  Soldiers. 

This  happy  Succefs  made  Hernan  Cortez,  Matter  of  the 
Field,  and  ol  all  the  Streets  and  Buildings  upon  the  firm 
Land,  and  having  placed  fufficient  Guards  on  the  Water- 
fide,  he  lodged  his  Troops  in  great  Porticoes,  near  the 
principal  Temple  which  having  a Fort  of  a Wall  capable 
of  refitting  the  Arms  of  the  Mexicans , feemed  commo- 
dious for  the  Repofe  of  the  Soldiers,  and  the  Cure  of 
their  Wounds.  At  the  fame  time  he  ordered  fome  Com- 
panies to  mount,  and  view  the  Top  of  the  Temple,  which 
beinc*  found  forfaken,  he  potted  an  Officer,  and  twenty  or 
thirty  Spaniards  in  the  upper  Court,  with  orders  to  be 
alert,  and  to  relieve  the  Centries  often,  that  they  might 
obferve  every  thing  that  patted  both  by  Land  and  by  Wa- 
ter : A very  necettary  Precaution,  and  of  which  the  Ufe- 
fulnefs  was  foon  experienced  ! for  at  the  clofe  of  the  Even- 
ing they  gave  notice,  that  they  had  difcovered  on  the 
Side  of  Mexico , above  two  thoufand  armed  Canoes,  that 
advanced  with  all  the  fpeed  their  Oars  would  permit ; by 
which  timely  Advice,  the  Spaniards  were  enabled  to  pre- 
vent the  Dangers  of  the  Night,  by  doubling  their  Guards 
at  the  Landing-Places ; and  in  the  Morning  they  faw  the 
Enemy  difembark  at  a great  diftance  from  the  City,  in  ap- 
pearance about  fourteen  or  fifteen  thoufand  Men. 

Hernan  Cortez  went  out  to  receive  them,  chufing  an 
advantageous  Piece  of  Ground  for  his  Horfe,  and  leaving 
a good  Part  of  his  Troops  for  the  defence  of  his  Quar- 
ters. The  two  Armies  quickly  drew  near,  and  the  Mexi- 
cans began  the  Charge,  but  upon  receiving  the  firft  Fire, 
they  gave  ground ; fo  that  the  reft  of  our  Troops  coming 
up  Sword  in  Hand,  and  charging  them  briskly,  they  foon 
turned  their  backs,  and  fled  ; and  the  whole  Adtion  was 
rather  a Chace  than  a Vidlory. 

Cortez  continued  four  Days  in  Suchimilco , for  the 
Recovery  of  his  Wounded,  the  Troops  never  quitting  their 
Arms,  becaufe  the  Neighbourhood  of  Mexico  made  it  eafy 
for  the  Enemy  to  fend  Succours  from  thence  ; and  even 
wher}/diey  were  free  from  thofe  Alarms,  the  Apprehenfion 
of  them  was  fufficient  to  fatigue  the  Soldiers. 
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The  Day  appointed  for  the  Retreat  came,  which  was 
executed,  as  had  been  refolved  ; the  Enemy  Rill  con- 
tinuing their  Perfecution,  and  fometimes  advancing  to 
feize  the  difficult  Pafles,  in  order  to  difturb  the  March : 
but  this  Oppofition  was  eafily  overcome,  and  with 
confiderable  Advantage ; and  Hernan  Cortez,  returned  to 
T ez,euco,  with  the  fatisfaction  of  having  obtained  the  two 
Ends  he  propofed  by  this  Sally,  the  Knowledge  of  Suchi- 
milco  (a  Place  of  importance  to  his  Defigns)  and  breaking 
the  Force  of  the  Enemy,  in  order  to  their  weaker  defence 
of  Mexico.  However,  he  was  inwardly  diffatisfied  and 
melancholy  for  having  loft  nine  or  ten  Spaniards  in  this 
Expedition ; for,  befides  thofe  that  were  killed  at  the 
firft  Aflault  of  the  Mountains,  the  Mexicans  took  three  or 
four  alive  at  Snchimilco , as  they  were  pillaging  one  of  the 
Houfes  in  the  Water ; and  two  of  his  Servants,  who  fell 
into  an  Ambufcade,  by  imprudently  feparating  from  the 
Army.  What  mightily  increafed  his  Concern,  was  the  Cir- 
cumftance  of  their  being  taken  alive,  in  order  to  be  facri- 
ficed  upon  the  Altars  of  the  Indian  Idols ; and  their  Mif- 
fortune  recalled  to  his  Mind  his  own  paft  Danger  (when 
in  the  Enemy’s  power)  of  dying  after  the  fame  abomi- 
nable manner.  But  he  always  made  reflections  too  late  on 
the  Importance  of  his  Life ; for  when  a time  of  Action 
came,  he  confulted  only  the  Motions  of  his  Valour,  and 
poftpon’d  the  hearing  of  what  Prudence  might  remonftrate, 
to  another  time. 
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CHAP.  XIX. 


A Conf piracy  of  fome  Spaniards  again  ft  the 
Life  of  Cortez,  is  punifhed  by  the  Death  of 
a Spanifh  Soldier  ; and  a Sedition  of  fome 
Tlafcalans,  by  the  Death  of  XicoteneaL 


HE  Brigantines  were  now  in  a condition  to  be 
launched,  and  the  Canal  had  Depth  and  Capa- 
city fufficient  to  receive  them : Ail  other  neceL 
fary  Preparations  went  on  with  vigour  ; great 
Quantities  of  Arms  were  made  for  the  Indians , an  exa<5t 
account  taken  of  all  the  Stores  in  the  Magazines,  and  all 
the  Artillery  was  proved.  The  Day  was  appointed  for  the 
Confederate  Caziques  to  appear  at  the  Rendevouz  with 
their  Troops  ; and  particular  care  was  taken  to  bring  Pro- 
vifions  continually  to  the  Place  of  Arms,  partly  tor  the 
fake  of  the  Ranfoms  or  Trafficking,  and  partly  as  the  DiL 
charge  of  an  Obligation  the  Confederates  were  under.  The 
General  looked  into  the  moft  minute  Matters  that  related 
to  the  carrying  on  of  the  War,  wherein  great  Dangers  are 
often  occasioned  by  fmall  Faults,  and  therefore  a very  ex- 
tenlive  Prudence  is  required. 

But  whil ft.  Hernan  Cortez,  had  his  thoughts  employed 
in  thete  Affairs,  a new  Accident  happened,  which  gave  him 
much  trouble,  try’d  his  Valour,  and  was  a convincing 
Proof  of  his  Judgment : A Spaniard,  who  had  been  long 
in  the  Service,  came  to  him  full  of  concern,  and  defired  to 
fpeak  with  him  in  private  ; when  that  was  granted,  he  in- 
formed him,  that  during  his  Abfence,  a Confpiracy  had 
been  formed  againft  his  Life,  and  the  Lives  of  all  his 
_ Friends.  The  Author  of  it  (as  he  faid)  was  a private  Sol- 
dier, 
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dier,  of  very  fmall  note,  as  may  be  fuppofed,  fince  the 
firft  time  we  hear  of  his  Name  is  with  his  Crime.  He 
was  called  Antonio  de  Villafana , and  his  firft  Intention  was 
to  get  off  from  that  Enterprize,  the  Difficulties  whereof 
to  him  appeared  infuperable.  He  fhewed  his  Uneafi- 
nefs  at  firft  by  murmuring,  and  foon  proceeded  to 
dangerous  Refolutions.  He,  and  thofe  of  his  Fa&ion, 
blamed  the  General  for  his  obftinate  Purfuit  of  that  Con- 
queft,  declaring  they  would  not  caft  themfelves  away,  to 
gratify  his  Rafhnefs,  and  talking  of  returning  to  the  Iiland 
of  Cuba , as  of  a thing  very  eafy  to  be  performed.  They 
met  to  confult  about  this  Point  with  much  Secrecy,  and 
tho’  they  found  no  great  difficulty  in  quitting  the  Camp, 
and  palling  as  far  as  ‘Tlafcala , by  virtue  of  a fuppofed 
Order  from  the  General,  the  Inconvenience  of  going  to 
Vera  Cruz,  (which  was  unavoidable,  in  order  to  embark) 
immediately  occurred  : for  there  they  could  not  pretend  a 
Commiffion  or  Leave  from  Cortez ,,  without  a Pals  un- 
der his  Hand,  nor  avoid  the  Danger  of  being  caft  into  a 
Goal,  and  feverely  punifhed.  This  put  them  to  a non- 
plus, and  yet  they  perfifted  in  their  Refolution  of  with- 
drawing themfelves,  without  fixing  on  the  Way  how  to 
compais  it. 

Antonio  de  Villafana,  at  whofe  Quarters  they  held 
all  their  Aftemblies,  at  laft  propofed,  that  all  might  be 
brought  to  pafs,  by  killing  Cortez,  and  his  chief  Counfel- 
lors,  and  electing  another  General  in  his  room,  who  had 
not  fet  his  heart  fo  much  upon  the  Conqueft  of  Mexico , 
and  who  would  be  more  governable ; under  whofe  Com- 
mand they  might  retreat,  without  the  name  of  Fugitives, 
and  give  it  the  turn  of  a piece  of  fervice  to  Velafques , by 
whofe  Reprefentation  of  it  to  the  Court  of  Spain,  it  might 
be  efteemed  as  a Service  done  to  the  King.  They  all  ap- 
proved of  the  Project,  and  embracing  Villafana , the  Tu- 
mult began,  by  applauding  the  Sedition  •.  they  immediately 
drew  up  a Writing,  figned  by  all  that  were  prefent,  whereby 
they  obliged  themfelves  to  follow  Villafana  in  the  execu- 
tion of  this  horrible  Attempt  ; and  this  Affair  was  managed 
with  fo  much  dexterity,  that  the  Numbers  of  thofe  who 
figned,  increafed  confiderably : and  it  was  to  be  feared, 
that  the  fecret  Contagion  might  break  out  into  fuch  an 
Evil,  as  would  admit  of  no  Remedy. 


They 
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They  had  agreed  to  feign  a Pacquet  from  Vera  Cruz,, 
with  Letters  from  Sfain,  and  to  give  it  to  the  General, 
when  he  was  at  table  with  his  Companions,  all  of  them 
going  in  together,  under  colour  of  hearing  the  News  ; and 
that  whilft  Cortez,  was  employed  in  reading  the  fil'd  Letter, 
they  ihoiftd  make  ufe  of  that  Opportunity  to  murder  him 
and  all  his  Friends  with  their  Ponyards ; after  which,  they 
were  to  go  out,  and  proclaim  Liberty  in  the  Streets,  which 
they  thought  was  fufficient  to  make  the  Army  declare  for 
them,  and  put  to  death  the  reft  that  were  fuipebted.  The 
Perfons  they  had  marked  out  for  Deftrudtion,  according  to 
their  blind  Notions,  were  Chnfloval  de  Olid , Gonz,alo  de 
Sandoval,  Pedro  de  Alvarado,  and  his  Brothers,  Andres  de 
‘T 'apici,  the  two  ordinary  Alcaldes,  Luis  Marin , Pedro  de 
Jr cio,  Bernal  Diaz,  del  Cafiillo , and  fome  other  Soldiers,  Fa- 
vourites of  the  General.  They  had  agreed  to  chufe  Fran- 
cifco  Verdugo  for  their  Captain  General,  becaufe  he  had 
married  a Sifter  of  Diego  Velafcjues , and  therefore  they 
thought  he  might  be  eafiiy  brought  over,  and  was  the  pro- 
pereft  Perfon  to  fupport  and  credit  their  Party.  But  as 
they  knew  he  was  a Man  of  Honour,  and  an  Enemy  to 
Itljuftice,  they  durft  not  acquaint  him  with  their  Defign, 
till  the  Crime  was  once  committed,  when  they  concluded 
he  would  be  obliged  to  take  upon  himfelf  the  Employment, 
to  prevent  greater  Evils. 

Such  was  the  account  given  by  the  Soldier,  who  begged 
his  Life  as  a Reward  of  his  Fidelity,  for  he  was  one  en- 
gaged in  the  Confpiracy.  Hernan  Cortez,  refolved  to  aifift 
in  Perfon  at  the  feizing  of  Villdfana , and  at  the  firft 
meafUres  that  Were  to  be  taken,  to  convidt  him  of  his 
Crime;  becaufe  the  clearing  up,  or  obfcuring  of  the  Truth, 
ritually  depends  on  thefe  firft  Steps.  The  importance  of 
the  Affair  required  no  lefs  Precaution,  and  it  was  no  time 
to  oblerve  the  flow  Proceedures  of  judiciary  Forms.  He 
Went  immediately  to  fecure  ViUafana,  attended  by  the  two 
Alcaldes,  and  fome  of  his  Captains,  and  found  him  in  his 
Quarters,  with  three  or  four  of  his  Accomplices.  The 
trouble  he  was  in  at  the  fight  of  his  General,  was  his  firft 
Conviction ; and  Cortez,,  after  lie  had  ordered  him  to  be 
put  in  Irons,  caufed  all  to  retire,  pretending  to  examine 
nim  in  private  ; when,  making  his  advantage  of  the  ac- 
count that  had  been  given  him,  he  took  out  of  his  Bofom 
the  Paper  figned  by  all  the  Confpirators.  He  read  it,  and 

found 
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found  the  Names  of  fome  Perfons,  whole  Infidelity  very 
much  increafed  his  Concern  ; but  concealing  it  from  his 
Friends,  he  caufed  the  Soldiers,  who  were  found  with  Villa* 
fana  to  be  put  into  another  Prifon,  and  then  withdrew, 
leaving  Inftructions  with  the  Officers  of  Juftice,  to  proceed 
upon  his  Tryal  with  all  poffible  fpeed,  without  taking  any 
notice  of  his  Accomplices.  There  was  not  much  to  do  in 
it ; for  Vidafana  being  convided  by  the  feizing  of  his  Paper, 
and  believing  that  his  Friends  had  betrayed  him,  immediate- 
ly contelfed  his  Crime : whereupon  they  proceeded  againft 
him  by  the  .Rules  of  military  Juftice,  and  condemned  him 
to  die,  which  Sentence  (after  allowing  him  the  lieceftary 
time  for  difcharging  his  Duty  as  a Chriftian)  was  put  in  exe- 
cution that  very  Night,  and  the  next  Morning  he  was  feen 
hanging  at  the  Window  of  his  own  Lodging  ; fo  that  the 
Punifhment  was  feen  at  the  fame  time  that  the  Caufe  of  it 
was  publiffied,  the  Guilty  being  (truck  with  Fear,  and  the 
reft  with  an  Abhorrence  of  the  Crime. 

Cortez  was  equally  afffided  and  provoked  to  fee  the 
Number  of  thofe  concerned  in  the  Coni  piracy  ; but  it  was 
no  proper  time  to  fatisfy  Juftice  by  the  lofs  of  fo  many 
Spaniards  at  the  beginning  of  his  Enterprize  ; and  therefore 
to  avoid  puniftiing  the  Guilty,  and  at  the  fame  time  the 
Inconveniences  of  Impunity,  he  gave  it  out.  That  VUlafana 
had  fwallowed  a Paper,  torn  in  pieces,  which  he  believed 
contained  the  Names  or  Hands  of  the  Confpirators.  Soon 
after,  he  aftembled  his  Captains  and  Soldiers,  and  gave  them 
a fummary  Account  of  the  horrid  Defign  and  Confpiracy  of 
VUlafana  againft  his  Life,  and  the  Lives  of  many  there  pre- 
sent ; adding,  “ That  he  thought  himfelf  very  happy  in 

not  knowing  whether  he  had  any  Accomplices  ; tho’  the 
u great  care  VUlafana  took  to  deftroy  that  Paper  he  carried 
“ in  his  Bofom,  made  him  fufped  he  had  fome  ; but  that 
“ he  did  not  defire  to  know  them : and  only  in  treated  his 
“ Friends  to  enquire  whether  the  Spaniards  had  any  Com- 
“ plaint  to  make  of  his  Proceedings : becaufe  he  was  defi- 
“ rous,  above  all  things,  to  give  entire  Satisfaction  to  his 
“ Soldiers,  and  was  ready  to  correct  his  own  Faults,  as 
“ he  knew  how  to  ufe  the  Rigour  of  Juftice,  when  the 
“ Lenity  of  his  Pnnrffiments  made  them  lofe  their  In- 
“ fluence.” 

A t the  fame  time  he  ordered  the  Soldiers,  that  had 
been  taken  with  Vittafana,  to  be  fet  at  liberty  ; and  this 
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Declaration  of  his  Mind,  confirmed  by  the  Care  he  took  to 
fhew  no  Change  in  his  Countenance  to  thofe  who  had 
offended,  fully  perfuaded  them  that  he  was  ignorant  of 
their  Crime  \ and  they  afterwards  ferved  with  extraordinary 
Care,  to  remove  any  Suspicions  of  their  Fidelity. 

It  was  a very  important  Acl  of  Prudence  to  conceal  that 
Paper  of  Subfcriptions,  to  avoid  lofing  fo  many  Spaniards, 
of  whom  he  flood  in  need  at  that  time ; but  it  was  a greater 
Adion  to  conceal  his  Indignation,  fo  as  not  to  give  them 
the  leaf!  Qccafion  of  Diflruft  : It  fhewed  that  his  Reafon 
was  free,  and  that  he  had  an  abfolute  Command  of  his 
Palfions.  However,  not  thinking  fuch  an  exceffive  Security, 
which  lays  Care  afleep,  and  feems  to  invite  Danger,  to  be 
confident  with  Difcretion,  he  then  ordered  twelve  Men  for 
the  Guard  of  his  Perfbn,  commanded  by  an  Officer  ; and 
’tis  likely  he  made  ufe  of  this  Opportunity,  that  the  People 
might,  without  Surprize,  fee  this  new  Addition  to  the  Sup- 
port of  his  Authority. 

Soon  after,  he  was  perplexed  with  another  Affair, 
which  tho’  of  a different  fort,  had  yet  fome  Circumflances  of 
Sedition  : for  Xicotencal , who  commanded  the  firfl  Troops 
that  came  from  Tlajcala , either  upon  fome  Difguft,  which 
may  eafily  be  fuppofed,  confidering  his  haughty  Temper* 
or  that  he  ftill  preferved  in  his  Mind  fome  Remains  of  his 
former  Enmity,  refolved  to  leave  the  Army : Affembling 
fome  Companies,  which,  upon  his  earned  Intreaty,  offered 
to  Hand  by  him.  He  took  the  advantage  of  the  Night  for 
his  Retreat:  and  Hernan  Cortez. ,,  who  was  prefently  in- 
formed of  it  by  the  Tlafcalans  themfelves,  was  much  com 
cerned  at  a Behaviour  of  fuch  dangerous  Confequence,  of 
fo  confiderable  a Commander  among  thofe  Nations,  at  a 
time  when  he  was  juft  ready  to  put  his  Defigns  in  execu- 
tion. He  fent  fome  noble  Indians  of  eTez>euco  after  him,  to 
perfuade  him  to  return,  or  at  leaf!  to  flay  till  he  had  heard 
y/hat  he  had  to  offer  ; but  the  Anfwer  of  Xicotencal , (which 
vvas  not  only  refolute,  but  difcourteous,  and  with  Contempt) 
fo  provoked  Cortez >,  that  he  immediately  fent  three  Com- 
panies of  Spaniards,  with  an  additional  Force  of  Tez>eucan 
Indians  and  Cbalquefes,  with  Orders  to  take  him  Prifoner, 
or  kill  him  in  cafe  of  Refiflance.  The  latter  was  put  in 
execution,  for  he  made  an  obflinate  Defence  to  the  lafl  ■, 
and  the  Tlafcalans,  who  followed  him  contrary  to  their  own 
Inclination,  fhewed  but  little  Refolution  upon  tliis  Occa- 
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fion,  and  returned  with  the  Spaniards  to  the  Army,  leaving 
their  Commander  hanging  upon  a Tree. 

Thus  Bernal  Diaz*  del  Ca/lillo  reports  this  Action  ; bur 
Antonio  de  Herrera  fays,  he  was  brought  to  T ez^ewco,  and 
that  Hernan  Cortez , by  virtue  ot'  a Power  from  the  llepub- 
lick  of  Tlafcala,  hanged  him  publickly  in  the  City  • which  is 
not  fo  likely,  becaufe  he  might  have  run  a rifque  among  lb 
great  a Number  of  Tlafcalans,  who  could  not  but  relent  the 
Affront  of  fo  lhameful  a Punifhment,  infftdted  on  the  Perfon 
of  one  of  the  fir  ft  Men  of  their  Nation. 

Some  fay  that  the  Spaniards  fent  after  him  by  Cortex 
had  private  Orders  to  kill  him,  which  feems  to  ipe  the  fa- 
feft  Refolution  could  have  been  taken  ; but  which  wav  fo- 
ever  it  was  done,  the  extraordinary  Forefight  and  Prudence 
of  the  General  in  managing  this  Affair  cannot  be  denied, 
fince  neither  the  Tlafcalans  of  the  Army,  nor  the  Repub- 
lick,  nor  even  his  own  Father,  made  the  leaft  Complaint 
for  his  Death  ; for  having  been  informed  fome  days  be- 
fore, that  the  young  Man  fo  far  forgot  himfelf  as  to  ipea k 
ill  of  his  Condudt,  and  endeavoured  to  difcredit  among 
thofe  of  his  Nation  the  Enterprize  upon  Mexico,  Cortez, 
fent  an  Account  of  it  to  ‘Tlafcala,  defiring  they  would 
recall  him,  upon  pretence  of  employing  him  elfewhere, 
or  make  ufe  of  their  Authority  to  correct  his  Disor- 
ders : And  the  Senate,  in  which  his  own  Father  was  pre- 
fent,  anfwered,  That  according  to  the  Laws  of  the  Re- 
publick,  whofoever  was  guilty  of  Mutiny  in  the  Army  de- 
served Death,  and  that  he  might  proceed  againft  him  with 
the  urmoft  Rigour  if  he  found  it  neceftary,  as  they  would  do 
both  againft  Xicotencal  and  all  that  followed  him,  if  they 
returned  to  Tlafcala.  This  Permiffion  gave  Cortez,  full 
Authority  to  punifh  Xicotencal,  yet  he  fuffered  his  Infolence 
for  fome  days,  in  hopes  to  reduce  him  by  gentle  means.'1 
But  we  are  more  inclined  to  believe  that  he  was  put  to  death 
without  the  City  of  Tez,euco,  according  to  the  Relation  of 
Bernal  Diaz,  ; for  Cortez,  very  well  knew  the  Difference 
between  the  Sight  of  an  Adtion  of  fo  much  Severity,  and 
the  Relation  of  it  after  it  was  done  : it  being  an  evident 
Maxim,  That  the  ftrongeft  Impreftions  upon  the  Mind,  are 
thofe  which  affedt  the  Eye  ; whereas  thofe  received  by  thb 
Ear,  have  neither  the  like  Strength,  nor  Livelinefs. 
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CHAP.  XX. 


The  Brigantines  are  launched , and  the  Army 
divided  into  three  Parts  for  attacking  the 
City  at  the  fame  time,  by  the  Cauf envoys  of 
Tacuba,  Iztapalapa,  and  Cuyoacan.  Her- 
nan  Cortez  advances  upon  the  hake,  and  de- 
feats a great  Fleet  of  Mexican  Canoes. 

H O’  thefe  Accidents  employed  Tome  part  of  the 
Cares  of  the  General,  he  did  not  omit  any  thing 
that  was  neceftary  for  the  carrying  on  of  his 
main  Defign.  The  Brigantines  were  launched 
by  degrees,  a Work  happily  brought  to  a Conclufion  by  the 
Induftry  of  Martin  Lopez,.  Before  the  launching,  they  ce- 
lebrated a Mafs  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  at  which  Cortez  re- 
ceived the  Communion  with  all  the  Spaniards.  The  Prieft 
blefted  the  Hulls,  and  gave  each  ot  them  its  Name,  ac- 
cording to  the  Cuftom  of  the  Sea  ; and  whilft  they  were 
carrying  oil  board  the  Sails,  Rigging,  and  whatever  elfe  was 
wanting,  Cortez  reviewed  his  Spaniards  under  Arms  : they 
confifted  of  nine  hundred  Men,  ot  which  a hundred  four- 
fcore  and  fourteen  were  Fire-Arms  and  Crofs-Bows,  the  reft 
were  armed  with  Sword  and  Buckler,  and  Lance ; eighty 
fix  Horie,  and  eighteen  Pieces  of  Gannon,  the  three  largeft 
of  Iron,  and  the  other  fifteen  Falconets  of  Brafs,  with  fuffi- 
eient  Stores  of  Powder  and  Ball. 

Cortez  .put  five  and  twenty  Spaniards  on  board  each 
V-effel,  under  the  Command  of  a Captain,  with  twelve 
Rowers,  fix  on  each  Side,  and  one  Piece  of  Artillery.  The 
Captains  were  Pedro  de  Barba*,  Native  of  Se-vill ; Garcia 
de  Holqmn  of  Cazeres , Juan  Portillo  of  Portillo ■,  Juan 
Rodriguez  de  Villefuerte  ot  Medellin , Juan  Jaramillo  of 
Sahatierra  in  Efiremadura , Miguel  Diaz  of  Auz  an  Ara- 

gonian , 
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gonian , Francifco  Rodriguez,  Magarino  of  Merida , Chriflo- 
val  Flores  of  Valencia  de  Don  Juan , Antonio  de  Caravaxai 
of  Zamora , Geronimo  Ruiz  de  la  Mota  of  Burgos,  Pedro 
Briones  of  Salamanca , Rodrigo  Morejon  de  Lobera  of  Me- 
dina del  Campo , and  Antonio  Sotelo  of  Zamora , who  imme- 
diately embark’d,  each  one  prepared  to  defend  his  own  Vef- 
fel,  and  fuccour  the  reft. 

7 t » 

Things  being  thus  difpofed  for  the  Entry  by  the  Lake, 

Cortez  refolved,  with  the  Approbation  of  his  Captains,  to 
poffefs  himfelf  at  the  fame  time  of  the  three  principal 
Caufeways  of  Tacuba,  Iztapalapa,  and  Cuyoacan , without  re- 
garding that  of  Suchimilco , that  he  might  avoid  feparating 
nis  Troops  too  far,  and  poft  them  where  they  might  re- 
ceive his  Orders  with  leaft  Difficulty.  To  this  end,  he 
divided  his  Army  into  three  Bodies,  and  committed  the 
Expedition  of  Tacuba  to  Pedro  de  Alvarado , with  the 
Title  of  Governor  and  Commander  in  Chief  of  that 
Avenue : He  had  under  his  Command  a hundred  and  fifty 
Spanifh  Foot,  and  thirty  Horfe,  in  three  Bodies,  led 
by  the  Captains  Jorge  de  Alvarado,  Gutiere  de  Badajoz,  and 
Andres  de  Monjar az,  with  thirty  thoufand  T lafcalans,  and 
two  Pieces  of  Artillery.  The  Attack  of  Cuyoacan  was  com- 
mitted to  the  Colonel  Chrifioval  de  Olid , with  a hun- 
dred and  fixty  Spanifh  Foot,  in  three  Companies,  under 
the  Command  of  Francifco  Verdugo,  Andres  de  Tapia , 
and  Francifco  de  Lugo , with  thirty  Horfe,  two  Pieces  of 
Artillery,  and  thirty  thoufand  confederate  Indians.  Laftly, 
he  gave  the  Charge  of  the  Attack  of  Iztapalapa  to  Gen - 
zalo  de  Sandoval,  with  an  hundred  and  fifty  Spaniards , 
commanded  by  the  Captains  Luis  Marin,  and  Pedro  de 
Jrcio,  with  two  Pieces  of  Cannon,  twenty  four  Horfe,  with 
all  the  Troops  of  Chaleo,  Guaxocingo,  and  Cholula,  amount- 
ing to  above  forty  thoufand  Men.  In  this  Number  of  In- 
dians who  ferved  at  the  three  Attacks,  we  follow  the  Opi- 
nion of  Herrera,  for  Bernal  Diaz  del  Caflillo  allows  no 
more  than  8000  Tlafcalans  to  each  of  the  three  Captains, 
and  repeats  it  fometimes,  that  they  were  rather  an  Hin- 
drance, than  any  Advancement  to  the  Service ; without 
telling  us  what  became  of  fo  many  thoufand  Men  as  came 
from  all  Parts  to  the  Siege  of  that  City  : which  plainly 
ftiews  the  Vanity  he  had  of  attributing  all  the  Glory  of 
the  Aftion  to  the  Spaniards,  in  our  Opinion  without 
much  Difcretion,  becaufe  it  renders  that  incredible,  which 
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he  would  endeavour  to  extol,  when  the  Truth  it  felf  need- 
ed no  Addition. 

Olid  and  Alvarado  marched  together  as  tar  as  Ta~ 
cuba , where  they  were  to  fepaiate,  and  took  up  their 
Quarters  in  that  City  without  any  Oppofition,  the  lame  be- 
in  <7  then  abandoned,  as  were  all  the  other  Towns  upon 
the  Lake,  the  Inhabitants  that  were  able  to  bear  Arms, 
bein^  all  gone  to  Mexico , to  defend  their  Capital,  and 
the  reft  retired  to  the  Mountains,  with  what  Effeds 
they  could  carry  off  There  they  had  Intelligence,  that 
the  Mexicans  had  formed  a confiderable  Body  within 
half  a League  of  the  Town,  to  cover  the  Aqueduds  which 
came  from  the  Mountains  of  Chapultepeopie.  GuatiwoZjin  took^ 
this  feafonable  Precaution,  as  loon  as  he  received  News  of 
the  Motions  of  the  Spaniards , to  preferve  thofe  Convey- 
ances which  fupplied  all  the  Fountains  in  the  City  with 
frefh  Water. 

There  appeared  on  that  fide  two  or  three  Rows  of  Pipes, 
made  of  Trees  hollow’d,  fupported  by  an  Aquedud  of  Lime 
and  Stone,  and  the  Enemy  had  call  up  fome  Trenches  to  cover 
the  Avenue  to  it.  But  the  two  Captains  marched  out  of  Tacubct 
with  moft  of  their  Troops ; and  tho’  they  met  with  a very 
obftinate  Refiftance,  they  drove  the  Enemy  from  their  Poll, 
and  broke  the  Pipes  and  Aquedud  in  two  or  three  Places, 
and  the  Water  took  its  natural  Courfe  into  the  Lake. 
Thus  Olid  and  Alvarado  began  the  Siege  of  this  famous 
City,  by  cutting  off  their  Water,  obliging  the  Mexicans 
to  Peek  it  at  a^Diftance,  in  the  Brooks  that  ran  from  the 
Mountains,  and  to  employ  their  People  and  Canoes  in  Car- 
riage and  Convoys. 

When  this  was  over,  Olid  marched  on  with  his  Party, 
and  took  his  Poft  at  Cujoacan ; and  Cortez*  allowing  what 
time  he  thought  fufficient  for  Sandoval  to  reach  Izjtapalapa , 
took  upon  himfelf  the  Command  on  the  Lake , that  he 
might  overfee  every  thing,  and  carry  Relief  where  it  ftiould 
be  neceffary : He  had  with  him  Don  Fernando,  Lord  of  *Te- 
z>euco,  and  his  Brother,  called  Suchel , a young  Man  of  Spi- 
rit, who  was  baptized  foon  after,  and  took  the  Name  of 
Carlos , as  a Subjed  of  the  Emperor.  Cortez*  left  a fuffi- 
cient  Number  of  Troops  in  that  City,  to  cover  his  Place 
of  Arms,  and  make  fome  Excurfions  to  fecure  the  Com- 
munication of  his  Quarters.  Having  difpofed  all  things 
after  this  manner,  he  embark’d,  drawing  up  his  thirteen  Bri- 
gantines 
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gantines  in  a Line,  adorning  them  with  Flags  and  Streamers, 
and  whatever  could  add  to  the  outward  Show,  and  furprize 
the  Enemy  by  the  Novelty. 

H i s Defign  was  to  draw  near  to  Mexico , and  fhew 
himfelf  Lord  of  the  Lake,  and  afterwards  to  fall  upon  Iz>- 
tapalapa,  being  under  fome  Concern  for  Gon&alo  de  San- 
doval, who  had  no  Veffels  to  diilodge  the  Mexicans  from 
that  Part  of  the  City  which  flood  in  the  Water,  and  con- 
tinually ferved  as  a Retreat  for  their  Canoes.  But  in  his 
return,  he  difcover’d,  at  a fmall  Diftance  from  the  City,  a 
little  I Hand  or  Heap  of  Rocks,  a confiderable  Height 
above  the  Water,  on  the  Top  of  which  flood  a pretty  large 
Caftle,  which  the  Enemy  had  poflefs’d  themfelves  of  to  no 
other  end,  than  to  provoke  the  Spaniards  with  ill  Language 
and  Threats  from  a Poll  where  they  thought  themfelves  out 
of  danger  of  the  Brigantines.  Cortez,  did  not  think  it  con- 
venient to  leave  unpunifh’d  this  Infolence  in  view  of  the 
City,  whofe  Terraces  and  Balconies  were  filled  with  innu- 
merable People,  who  came  to  fee  the  firft  A&ion  of  the 
Fleet ; and  finding  his  Captains  were  all  of  the  fame  Opi- 
nion, he  drew  near  to  the  Shore  of  the  Ifland,  and  landed 
with  a hundred  and  fifty  Spaniards,  who  took  two  or  three 
different  Paths  that  led  to  the  top.  They  mounted  with 
fome  Difficulty,  by  reafon  that  the  Enemy  were  nume- 
rous and  made  a brave  Defence ; till  defpairing  of  being 
able  to  make  good  the  Eminence,  they  retired  into  the 
Caftle,  where  they  were  fo  crowded,  that  they  had  not 
room  to  manage  their  Arms.  Many  perifh’d,  tho’  the  moft 
were  fpared,  the  Spaniards  being  unwilling  to  ftain  their 
Swords  in  the  Blood  of  thofe  that  furrender’d,  or  to  be 
troubled  with  the  Charge  of  Prifoners. 

Having,  by  this  fhort  Enterprize,  chaftis’d  the  Mexicans, 
the  Spaniards  return’d  to  their  Brigantines ; but  when  they 
were  difpofing  themfelves  to  make  for  Jzjtapalapa,  they 
were  obliged  to  take  other  Meafures : for  they  law  fome 
Canoes  come  out  of  Mexico,  which  advanc’d  upon  the 
Lake,  increafing  continually  in  Numbers.  The  firft  that 
advanc’d,  rowing  gently,  were  about  five  hundred,  waiting 
for  the  reft  to  come  up ; and  in  a fhort  time,  thofe  which 
came  out  of  the  City,  and  others  that  joined  them  from 
neighbouring  Places,  made  fo  great  a Number,  that  by  the 
room  they  took  up,  it  was  judg’d  they  were  above  four 
thoufand ; which  Multitude,  with  the  Motion  of  their  Fea- 
thers 
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thers  and  Arms,  afforded  a Sight  both  beautiful  and  terri- 
ble, and  Teemed  to  cover  the  Lake. 

Cortez  drew  up  his  Fleet  in  the  Form  of  a Halt- 
Moon,  that  he  might  extend  his  Front,  and  engage  at  Li- 
berty : He  confided  in  the  Valour  of  his  Soldiers,  and  the 
Advantage  of  his  Brigantines,  every  one  of  which  was  able 
to  make  Head  againft  a great  Part  of  the  Enemy’s  Fleet. 
With  this  AtTurance,  he  advanced  towards  the  Mexicans , to 
let  them  fee  he  did  not  decline  the  Battle,  and  then  or- 
dered his  Men  to  lie  upon  their  Oars  and  reft,  that  they  be- 
ing refrefh’d,  he  might  break  in  upon  the  Enemy  with  the 
greater  Force;  for  the  Calmnefs  of  the  Day  left  the  whole 
Motion  to  the  Labour  of  the  Rowers  The  Mexicans  did  the 
fame,  and  perhaps  for  the  fame  Reafon ; but  the  Divine  Provi- 
dence, which  had  fo  often  appeared  in  favour  of  the  Spaniards , 
fo  order’d  it,  that  there  came  up  a Land-Breeze  ; which  taking 
the  Brigantines  aftern,  gave  them  all  the  Force  that  was  ne- 
ceftary  to  fall  upon  the  Mexicans : They  began  the  Attack 
with  the  Artillery,  at  a convenient  Diftance,  and  then  the 
Brigantines  made  up  with  Sails  and  Oars,  overfetting  all 
that  flood  in  their  way.  The  Fire-Arms  and  Crofs-Bows 
made  their  Difcharges,  without  lofing  a Shot : The  Wind 
too  was  favourable,  driving  the  Smoke  upon  the  Enemy, 
blinding  them  after  fuch  a manner,  that  they  were  obliged 
to  give  back,  to  avoid  it ; the  Brigantines  themfelves  play- 
ing their  Parts,  ftaving  the  fmaller  Veftels,  whofe  Weaic- 
nefs  made  it  eafy  to  fink  them,  without  any  danger 
from  the  Shock.  The  Nobles  of  Mexico , who  were  in 
the  firft  five  hundred  Canoes,  made  fome  Oppofition ; but 
the  reft  was  all  Diforder  and  Confufion,  the  Canoes  run- 
ning foul  on  and  overfetting  one  another.  The  Enemy 
loft  moft  of  their  Men,  and  their  Fleet  was  entirely  broke 
and  defeated ; the  Brigantines  purfuing  the  miferable  Re- 
mains with  their  Cannon-fhot,  till  they  forced  them  into 
the  Canals  of  the  City  of  Mexico. 

This  Vi&ory  was  of  great  Moment,  on  account  of  the 
Reputation  the  Brigantines  gain’d  of  being  invincible  ; and 
becaufe  it  was  a great  Difcouragement  to  the  Mexicans , to 
fee  themfelves  depriv’d  of  that  Part  of  their  Power,  which 
confided  in  the  dextrous  Management  and  Swiftnefs  of  their 
Canoes : not  for  the  Number  of  them  that  they  then  loft, 
which  was  inconfiderable,  in  regard  of  what  they  had  ftill 
in  Referve;  but  becaufe  they  were  convinc’d  that  they  were 
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of  no  ufe,  and  incapable  of  fullaining  the  violent  Shock 
of  the  Brigantines.  The  Spaniards  remain’d  .Mailers  of 
the  Lake,  and  Cortez,  fail’d  about  the  City,  firing  fome 
Shot  into  it,  rather  by  way  of  Triumph,  than  for  any  Da- 
mage he  did  the  Enemy  : Nor  was  he  difpleafed  to  behold 
the  Multitude  of  People  that  covered  the  Towers  and  tops 
of  the  Houles,  to  fee  the  Event  of  the  Engagement ; on  the 
contrary,  he  was  fo  glad  to  have  them  Spectators  of  their 
own  Lofs,  that  tho’  in  reality  they  were  too  many  con- 
lidered  as  Enemies,  he  thought  them  too  few  as  Witneftes 
of  his  Exploit. 


CHAP.  XXL 

Cortez  goes  to  view  the  three  Bodies  of  his 
Troops,  as  they  were  pofted  on  the  different 
Caufeways  of  Cuyoacan,  Iztapalapa,  and 
Tacuba,  and  finds  that  in  each  Place,  they  had 
occafion  for  the  Affijlance  of  the  Brigantines) 
whereupon  he  leaves  four  with  Gonzalo  de 
Sandoval,  four  with  Pedro  de  Alvarado,  and 
retires  himfelf  to  Cuyoacan  with  the  other 
five. 

0 RT E Z chofe  a Poll  near  Tezevtco,  where  he 
might  pals  the  Night,  and  reft  his  Troops  wich 
lome  Security  ; but  in  the  Morning,  when  the 
Brigantines  were  preparing  to  fail  for  Iztapalapa, 
he  difcovered  a confiderable  number  of  Canoes,  that 
were  making  the  bell  ot  their  way  towards  Cuyoacdn ; where- 
upon he  refolv’d  to  carry  Succour  to  that  Place  firft,  where 
it  was  immediately  wanted.  It  was  not  pollible  to  come 
up  with  the  Enemy’s  Fleet,  but  he  arriv’d  foon  after  them, 
at  the  time  when  Chrifioval  de  Olid  was  engaged  on  the 
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Caufeway,  and  obliged  to  make  a Front  againft  the  Enemy 
that  defended  it,  and  to  the  Canoes  on  each  fide  and  was 
on  the  point  of  retiring  and  lofing  the  Ground  he  had 


& Necessity  taught  the  Mexicans,  as  much  as  the  Arc 
of  War  could  have  done,  for  the  Defence  of  their  Cauie- 
wavs.  They  had  drawn  up,  towards  the  City,  the  Bridges 
that  were  over  the  Paffages,  by  which  the  Waters  of  the 
ereat  Lake  difcharg’d  themfelves  into  the  other ; and  fixing 
Timbers  and  Planks  behind  them,  in  fuch  a manner  that 
they  might  mount  in  Ranks  to  charge  from  the  top,  they 
left  Trenches  at  proper  diftances  with  Water  running  be- 
fore them,  which  obftrudted  and  made  the  Accefs  difficult. 
After  this  manner  they  had  fortified  the  three  Caufeways 
attacked  by  the  Spaniards,  who  in  each  were  obliged  to 
take  almoft  the  fame  Meafures  to  overcome  the  Difficulty. 
The  Fire-Arms,  and  Crofsbows,  play’d  upon  thofe  who  ap- 
peared above  the  Trench,  whilft  others  handed  Fafcines  to 
fill  the  Ditch  ; after  which,  they  brought  up  a Piece  of 
Artillery,  and  in  few  Difcharges  clear’d  the  Paffage,  fil- 
ling up  the  next  Ditch  with  the  Ruins  of  its  own  Forti- 

Olid  had  juft  made  himfelf  Mafter  of  the  firft  Ditch, 
when  the  Mexican  Canoes  arrived  ; but  on  fight  of  the 
Brigantines,  all  thofe  on  that  fide,  fled  with  the  utmoft  di- 
ligence, and  none  fufFer’d  but  thofe  who  could  not  avoid  the 
reach  of  the  Cannon : but  becaufe  the  Mexicans  on 
the  other  fide,  who  thought  themfelves  fecure,  ftill  conti- 
nued the  Engagement,  Hernan  Cortez,  order’d  the  Ditch  in 
the  Rear  of  Olid  to  be  widened,  to  make  a Paffage  for 
three  or  four  Brigantines : at  the  firft  fight  whereof,  all 
the  Canoes  fled,  and  the  Enemy,  who  defended  the  next 
Bridge,  finding  themfelves  expofed  to  the  great  Shot,  from 
both  the  Land  and  the  Water,  retired  in  Diforder  to  the 
laft  Rampart  next  the  City. 

That  Night  the  Troops  took  fome  Reft,  without  aban- 
doning the  Ground  they  had  gain’d  upon  the  Caufeway, 
and  the  next  Morning  continued  their  March  with  little 
or  no  Oppofition,  ’till  coming  to  the  laft  Bridge  which 
was  at  the  Entrance  into  Mexico,  they  found  it  fortified 
with  ftronger  Works,  Trenches  cut  in  the  Streets,  and 
■defended  by  fuch  a multitude  of  People,  that  the  Enter- 
prize  feem’d  harzardous ; but  the  Difficulty  did  not  appear 
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till  they  were  engaged,  and  it  was  not  proper  to  retire, 
without  doing  feme  Execution  to  terrify  the  Enemy.  The 
Artilleiy  hom  the  Brigantines  made  a miierable  Slaughter 
of  the  People  who  were  in  Crowds  at  the  openings  ot  the 
Streets,  whilft  Chrifo'val  de  Olid  was  employed  in  filling  thp 
Ditch,  and  ruining  the  Fortifications  of  the  Caufeway* 
Which  when  he  had  done,  he  charged  the  Mexicans,  who 
defended  them,  making  room  with  his  Van-guard  for  the 
Confederate  Troops  under  his  Command  to  come  up. 
TheEnemy  at  the  fame  time  was  fupported  by  Troops  ffom 
the  City,  and  made  an  obftinate  Refinance  on  alf  fides' : but 
they  foon  loft  fbme  Ground  ; and  Hernan  Cortez,,  who 
could  not  bear  the  Slownefs  with  which  they  retreated, 
landed  with  thirty  Spaniards,  and  gave  fo  much  Life  to 
the  Attack,  that  the  Enemy  quickly  turned  their  Backs,  and 
the  chief  Street  of  Mexico  was  gain’d. 

An  other  Difficulty  immediately  occurred  ; for  the 
Mexicans  that  fled,  had  poflefled  themfelves  of  a Temple 
near  the  Entrance  into  the  City,  covering  the  Towers,  Stairs, 
and  all  the  out-fide  with  fuch  numbers  of  Men,  that  the 
whole  Building  appeared  like  a Hill  of  Arms  and  Feathers. 
They  defied  the  Spaniards  with  as  much  Boldnefs,  as  if 
they  had  been  always  Conquerors.  Cortez. ,,  provok’d  at 
their  Pride,  when  they  had  juft  before  fliewn  fo  much  Cow- 
ardice, ordered  three  or  four  Pieces  of  Artillery  to  be 
landed,  the  firft  Difcharge  whereof  made  them  fenfible 
of  their  Danger,  and  the  Spaniards  were  foon  obliged  to 
point  their  Cannon  lower  againft  thofe  that  fled  to  the 
inward  part  of  the  City.  Thus  all  that  Quarter  was  for- 
faken  ; for  thofe  who  fought  from  Windows,  and  from 
the  tops  of  the  Houles,  went  off  with  the  reft  ; fo  that  the 
Army  advanc’d,  and  the  Temple  was  gain’d  without  any 
farther  Oppofition. 

That  Day  the  Mexicans  fuftain’d  a very  great  Lofs 
of  Men.  The  Idols  were  call  into  the  Fire,  and  ferv’d  to 
make  Illuminations  for  the  Victory.  Hernan  Cortez,  was 
fatisfied  that  he  had  gained  Footing  in  the  City  ; and 
finding  the  Temple  capable  of  a more  than  ordinary  De- 
fence, he  not  only  refol  v’d  to  lodge  his  Troops  there  that 
Night,  but  had  Thoughts  of  maintaining  that  Poft,  to 
ftreighren  the  Enemy,  and  of  removing  Iris  Quarters  from 
Cuyoacan  thither.  He  communicated  his  Defign  to  his 
Captains,  with  the  Reafons  that  induced  him  to  it ; but 
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they  all  unanimoufly  reprefented  to  him,  That  as  they 
were  ignorant  what  Progrefs  Gonzalo  de  Sandoval,  and  Pe- 
dro de  Alvarado  had  made , at  their  Attacks,  it  would  be  a 
Rafhnefs  to  run  the  Rifque  of  lofing  the  Parage  of  the 
Caufezvay , and  at  the  fame  time  all  hopes  of  receiving  the  Am- 
munition and  Provifion  which  would  be  necejfary  for  the  Pre- 
fervation  of  the  Troops.  That  they  were  not  to  truft  to  their 
being  brought  by  the  Brigantines , becaufe  thofe  Vejjels  could 
not  enter  the  Water  Trenches  of  that  Part,  and  therefore 
would  be  forced  to  land  the  Provifions  at  fuch  a Di fiance, 
that  they  could  neither  receive,  nor  tranfport  them  to  their 
Garrifon,  without  fighting  a Battle  every  time.  That  they 
ought  to  make  their  Advances  equally  at  each  Attack,  in  order 
to  divide  the  Enemy  s Forces , and  be  affifting  to  each  other , 
until  fuch  time  as  they  (hould  all  have  taken  up  their  Quar- 
ters in  the  City.  And  la  fly,  That  the  Refolutions  whicthad 
been  taken  with  the  Approbation  of  all  the  Captains  for  the 
carrying  on  of  that  Siege,  ought  not  to  be  altered  without 
very  mature  Deliberation  ; nor  ought  they  to  expofe  themfelves 
voluntarily  to  a Danger , without  a better  Reafon  than  the 
Reputation  of  that  Days  Victory  ; the  Conferences  of  good 
Succefs  not  being  always  to  be  depended  on,  for  that , like  Flattery , 
it  very  often  deceiv'd  the  Vnderfanding  at  the  fame  time 
that  it  pleafed  the  Imagination.  Hernan  Cortezl  \v as  con- 
vinced that  their  Advice  was  good,  for  it  was  one  of  his 
beft  (Qualities,  that  he  eafily  forfook  his  own  Opinion,  to 
follow  the  Dictates  of  Reafon  ; and  accordingly  the  next 
Day  he  retired  to  Cuyoacan,  proteded  on  each&  fide  by  his 
Brigantines,  fo  that  the  Enemy  durff  not  attempt  to  dif- 
turb  his  March.  r 

The  fame  day  he  proceeded  to  Iuapalapa,  where  he 
found  QjonZjCilo  de  Sandoval  reduced  to  the  lafl  Extremity 
He  had  poffeffed  himfelf  of  the  Buildings  on  the  Land 
and  lodg  d his  Army  there,  fortifying  himlelf  the  bed:  he* 
could ; but  the  Enemy  who  retir’d  to  that  Part  that  was  in 
the  Water,  endeavour’d  from  their  Canoes  to  do  him  all 
the  Damage  they  could.  Sandoval  had  made  areat  Havock 
among  thofe  that  approached,  ruin’d  fome  Houfes  and 
overthrown  two  or  three  Succours  from  Mexico , that’came 
to  attack  him  by  Land  ; and  that  Day  the  Enemy  havino- 
forfaken  a large  Houfe,  which  was  but  little  diftant  from  the 
Land,  herefolvd  to  feize  it,  in  order  to  enlarge  his  Quar- 
ter, and  drive  the  Enemy  farther  off.  He  made  a Paflase 

thro’ 


BookV.  of  Mexico,  or  New  Spain,  hi 

thro  the  Water  with  Fafcines,  and  got  into  the  Houfe  with 
fome  of  his  People  ; but  he  had  fcarce  enter’d,  when  a great 
number  of  Canoes,  which  had  lain  in  Ambufh,  advanced  with 
Troops  of  Swimmers,  who  flung  themfelves  into  the  Water, 
and  taking  away  the  Fafcines,  cut  off  Sandoval's  Retreat ; by 
which  means  they  befieged  him  on  all  Sides,  Ihooting  at 
the  Spaniards  from  the  Terraces  and  Windows  of  the 
neighbouring  Houfes. 

H e was  in  this  Diftrefs,  when  Hernan  Cortez,  arriv’d  ; who 
difcovering  that  vafl:  Number  of  Canoes  in  the  Water- 
Streets,  which  look’d  towards  Mexico , made  his  Brigan- 
tines advance  with  all  poflible  Speed,  and  plaid  his  Ar- 
tillery with  fuch  good  Efted,  that,  terrified  by  the  Deffruc- 
tion  the  Balls  made,  and  the  Approach  of  the  Brigantines, 
they  all  fled  at  once  thro’  the  mofl  retired  Streets  in  the 
Town,  with  a Defign  to  get  thro’  into  the  Lake  ; and  fuch 
Was  their  Diforder,  that  the  People  who  were  upon  the  Ter- 
races, crouding  into  the  Canoes,  funk  many  of  them,  and 
the  reft,  in  their  flight,  fell  in  among  the  Brigantines,  as 
they  were  endeavouring  to  avoid  that  Danger.  The  Mexi- 
cans fuftained  fuch  a Lofs  that  Day,  as  diminiih’d  their  Forces 
confiderably  ; and  the  Spaniards  afterwards  taking  a View 
of  that  part  of  the  City  they  had  poffefs’d  themfelves  of, 
made  fome  Prifoners,  and  found  a fufficient  Booty,  not  to 
enrich,  but  to  pleafe  the  Soldiers.  Cortez,  perceiv’d  by  the 
Difficulties  which  Gonz,alo  de  Sandoval  had  met  with  at 
Jzjapalapa , that  it  was  impoflible  to  make  ufe  of  the  Caufe- 
way,  without  firfl  ruining  that  half  of  the  City,  which  was 
the  Retreat  of  the  Mexican  Canoes ; but  becaule  this  would 
occaflon  a Delay  which  might  be  of  dangerous  Confe- 
quence  to  the  other  Attacks,  he  refolv’d  to  quit  that 
Poft,  and  difpatch  Sandoval  to  poffefs  himfelf  of  Tapea- 
quilla,  where  there  was  another  narrower  Caufeway,  left 
commodious  for  attacking,  but  more  advantageous  for 
cutting  off  the  Enemy’s  Provifions,  which  they  began  to 
want,  and  which  were  brought  to  them  that  way.  This  De- 
flan  was  immediately  put  in  execution,  and  Sandoval  march’d 
by  Land,  efcorted  by  the  Brigantines  ’till  he  had  got 
Poffeflion  of  the  new  Quarters.  The  Place  was  forfaken, 
and  he  lodged  himfelf  there  without  Refiftance,  after 
which  Hernan  Cortez,  failed  to  Taenia. 

Alverado  found  this  City  deferted,  and  had  there- 
fore no  need  of  a Vi&ory  to  begin  his  Advances.  In  his 

H h fur. 


122  The  Hiflory  of  the  Conquest  BoqkV. 

further  Progrefs  he  met  with  various  Succefs;  he  beat 
down  the  Works,  and  fill’d  up  the  Ditches  after  the  fame 
manner  that  Olid  had  done  ; but  tho’  he  did  the  Enemy 
conliderable  Damage,  and  had  once  advanced  fo  far  as  to  fire 
fome  Houles  in  Mexico,  he  had  loft  eight  Spaniards , when 
Cortez*  arriv’d.  A JLofs  which  occalioned  fome  mixture  of 
Regret  with  the  Applaufes  of  his  Valour. 

Hernan  Cortez  found  the  Meafures  he  had  taken 
did  notanfwer  hisDefigns;  for  this  way  of  attacking  and  re- 
treating, confumed  his  time,  and  expofed  his  Men  with- 
out any  great  Advantage,  and  was  rather  doing  A£ts  of 
Hoftility,  than  making  a Progrefs.  To  proceed  by  the 
Caufeways  was  very  difficult,  by  reafon  of  the  Trenches  and 
Ditches,  which  the  Mexicans  were  fortifyng  every  day,  and 
the  continual  Perfecution  of  their  Canoes,  which  always 
charged  in  great  Numbers  wherever  the  Brigantines  quitted  ; 
for  which  reafon  he  was  obliged  to  think  of  other  Mea- 
fures for  the  facilitating  of  his  Enterprize. 

H e then  commanded  all  Attacks  to  ceafe  ’till  far- 
ther Orders,  and  applied  himfelf  to  the  providing  fuch  a 
Number  of  Canoes,  as  might  lecure  him  the  Dominion  of 
the  Lake  ; to  which  end  he  lent  fuch  Perfons  as  he  could 
confide  in,  to  bring  all  the  Canoes  that  remain’d  in  the 
Towns  of  his  Allies,  with  which,  and  thofe  that  came  from 
Te&euco,  and  Chaleo,  he  made  up  fuch  a Number  as  gave 
frelh  Terror  to  the  Enemy.  He  divided  them  into  three 
Squadrons,  manned  by  Indians , who  knew  how  to  manage 
them,  under  the  Commando!  Captains  of  their  own  Nation; 
and  having  diftributed  this  Reinforcement  among  the  Brigan- 
tines, he  lent  four  of  them  to  Sandoval,  four  to  Pedro  de 
uilverado , and  he  himfelf  with  the  other  five  joined  the 
Colonel  Chrifloval  de  Olid. 

F rom  that  Day  the  Attacks  were  carried  on  with  much 
more  eafe,  and  a ftop  entirely  put  to  the  Infults  of  the 
Enemy ; and  Hernan  Cortez,  at  the  fame  time  order’d  the 
Brigantines,  and  Canoes,  to  make  their  Rounds  on  the 
Lake,  and  coaft  along  the  three  Caufeways,  to  hinder  the 
fupplying  of  the  City,  by  which  means  many  Veflels  were 
taken  that  endeavour’d  to  pafs  with  Provilions  and  Barrels 
of  Water,  and  they*  \y<?re  inform’d  of  the  great  Diftrefs  to 
which  the  Befieged  were  reduced.  Olid  fometimes  ad- 
vanced fo  far,  as  to  demolilh  fome  Houles  in  the  Suburbs 
of  the  City.  Hlverado  and  Sandoval  did  the  fame  at 

their 


BookV.  of  Mexico;  or  New  Spain.  123 

their  Attacks ; with  which  good  Success,  the  Face  of  Affairs 
entirely  changed,  the  Army  conceiv’d  frefh  Hopes,  and  the 
meaneft  Soldiers  facilitated  the  Undertaking,  engaging  with 
that  chearful  Confidence,  which  looks  like  Valour,  and 
makes  thofe  bold,  who  are  prepoffefTed  with  a Notion  of 
Vi&ory,  becaufe  they  have  had  the  good  Fortune  to  be 
in  company  with  Conquerors. 


CHAP.  XXII. 


The  Mexicans  make  life  of  various  Stratagems 
for  their  Defence  : they  lay  an  Amhufcade  of 
Canoes  for  the  Brigantines.  Hernan  Cortez 
receives  a confiderahle  Defeat,  and  is  forc'd  to 
retire  to  Cuyoacan. 

SH  E Diligence  and  Induftry  of  the  Mexicans  in 
defence  of  their  City,  was  not  only  remarkable,  but 
in  fome  of  its  Circumftances  worthy  of  Admi- 
ration. ’Tis  true  they  were  naturally  Valiant,  and  bred  up 
in  Arms,  which  was  the  only  way  to  arrive  at  the  greateft 
Dignities  : But  on  this  occafion,  they  did  not  only  fhow 
Valour,  but  added  military  Skill ; for  they  flood  in  need 
of  new  Inventions,  againft  an  Invafion,  by  a People,  whofe 
Weapons  and  Conduct  in  War,  were  utterly  Unknown  ill 
their  Country,  and  they  gained  fome  Advantages  whereby 
they  raifed  the  Reputation  of  their  good  Senfe.  We  have 
already  related  after  what  manner  they  fortified  their 
Caufeways ; and  what  they  did  afterwards,  was  no  lefs  re- 
markable, when  they  fent  by  round-about  Ways  Canoes  of 
Pioneers  to  clear  the  Ditches  which  the  Spaniards  had  been 
filling  up,  that  they  might  fall  upon  ’em  with  their  whole 
Force,  when  they  fhould  be  obliged  to  retire  : A Stratagem 
which  occafion’d  the  lofs  of  fome  Soldiers  in  the  firft  At- 
tacks. By  degrees  they  found  out  another  flill  more  re- 
markable 
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markable,  for  they  a&ed  contrary  to  their  Cuftom,  when 
Occafion  requir’d,  and  made  fome  Sallies  by  Night,  only  to 
alarm  their  Enemies,  and  fatigue  them  by  want  of 
Sleep,  that  they  might  afterwards  attack  them  with  the 
Advantage  of  frelh  Troops. 

But  nothing  Ihow’d  their  Induftry  and  Ingenuity  more 
than  what  they  contriv’d  againft  the  Brigantines,  whofe  fupe- 
rior  Force  they  endeavour’d  to  deftroy  by  engaging  them 
feparate  ; for  which  end  they  built  thirty  great  Vellels  of 
that  fort  which  they  call’d  Piraguas,  but  of  a larger  Size,  and 
ftrengthen’d  with  great  Planks,  to  receive  the  Shot,  and  engage 
under  better  Shelter.  They  fallied  forth  in  the  Night  with 
this  Fleet,  to  port  themfelves  behind  the  Reeds  in  the  Lake, 
which  grew  io  high  and  thick,  that  they  form’d,  as  it  were, 
feveral  Groves  impenetrable  to  the  Sight.  Their  Defign  was 
to  draw  thither  the  Brigantines,  which  uled  to  cruize  about* 
two  at  a time,  to  prevent  any  Relief  getting  into  the  City ; 
and  in  order  to  entice  them  to  that  Wood  of  Reeds,  they 
had  provided  three  or  four  Canoes  laden  with  Provifions 
as  a Bait,  having  like  wile  fix’d  a good  Number  of  large 
Stakes  in  the  Water,  in  hopes  either  to  deftroy  the  Brigan- 
tines, or  to  make  it  ealier  to  board  them.  Thefe  Contri- 
vances fufficiently  Ihew  that  they  knew  how  to  defend  them- 
felves, and  offend  their  Enemies,  and  that  they  wanted  not 
thofe  Subtilties,  which  make  Men  ingenious  in  each  other’s 
Deftrudion,  and  are  in  a manner  the  Rudiments  of  the  mi- 
litary Art,  or  rather  unrighteous  Maxims  on  which  the 
Rights  of  War  are  founded. 

The  next  day  two  of  the  four  Brigantines  that  attended 
Sandoval , went  out  to  cruize  about  that  Part  under  the 
Command  of  the  Captains  Pedro  de  Barba , and  Juan  Por- 
tillo. As  loon  as  the  Mexicans  fpy’d  them,  they  fent  out 
their  Canoes  another  way,  that  being  feen  at  a diftance, 
they  might  pretend  to  fly,  and  fo  retire  among  the  Reeds; 
which  was  fo  well  executed,  that  the  two  Brigantines  pur- 
fued  the  Prize,  with  the  utmoft  force  of  their  Oars,  and  loon 
fell  in  among  the  hidden  Stake?,  where  they  were  fo  em- 
barrafs’d,  that  they  could  neither  go  forward  nor  back- 
ward.  ; 

A t the  lame  time  the  Enemies  Piraguas  came  out,  and 
attacked  them  on  all  fides  with  defperate  Fury.  The  Spa- 
niards were  near  being  loft ; but  employing  the  utmoft 
Efforts  of  their  Courage,  they  maintained  the  Fight,  and 
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kept  the  Enemy  in  play  until  fuch  time  as  certain  expert 
Swimmers  by  main  Strength  of  Arms,  and  with  Hatchets 
and  other  Tools,  removed  thofe  Stakes,  among  which  the 
Brigantines  were  faftned  ; and  our  Men  being  thus  at  liberty 
to  work  their  Veffels,  and  play  their  Artillery,  funk  moil 
of  the  Piraguas,  and  followed  the  reft  as  far  as  the 
Cannon-Ball  would  reach.  The  Mexicans  fuffer’d  fuffi- 
ciently  for  their  Stratagem,  but  the  Brigantines  were  very 
much  damaged,  feveral  Spaniards  wounded,  and  all  very 
much  fatigued.  Captain  Juan  Portillo  was  killed  valiantly 
fighting,  to  whofe  indefatigable  Bravery  the  Succefs  was 
chiefly  owing;  and  Captain  Pedro  de  Barba  receiv’d  feveral 
Wounds,  of  which  he  died  three  Days  after.  Both  thefe 
Loffes  Hernan  Cortex  greatly  lamented,  and  particularly  that 
of  Pedro  de  Barba , for  in  him  he  loft  a Friend,  ever  Ready 
all  Turns  of  Fortune,  and  a brave  Soldier,  without 


in 


Arrogance,  and  difcreet  without  being  timorous. 

1 t was  not  long  before  this  Difafter  was  revenged  ; for 
the  Mexicans  having  repaired  their  Piraguas , and  reinforced 
them  with  new  Veffels  of  the  fame  kind,  conceal’d  them- 
felves  a fecond  time  among  the  Reeds,  fortifying  the  A- 
Venue  with  a greater  Number  of  Stakes,  indifcreetly  imagi- 
ning that  the  Spaniards  would  again  fall  into  the  fame  Snare, 
without  their  giving  a different  Colour  to  the  DeCeit. 
Cortez,  very  luckily  got  Intelligence  of  this  Motion  of  the 
Enemy,  ana  being  extreamly  defirous  of  revenging  the  L off 
he  had  fuftained  as  foon  as  poflibly  he  could,  he  ordered 
fix  Brigantines  to  file  off  in  the  Night,  and  to  lie  in  ambufh 
among  another  Parcel  of  Reeds  not  far  from  the  Place 
where  the  Enemy  had  hid  themfelves ; and  that  making  ufe 
of  their  own  Stratagem,  one  of  them  fhould  fally  forth  early 
in  the  Morning,  feeming  by  her  different  Courfes  to  be  in 
fearch  of  the  Canoes  laden  with  Provifions,  and  afterwards 
draw  as  near  the  conceal’d  Piraguas , as  was  neceffary  to  let 
them  fee  they  were  difcover’d  ; which  done,  fhe  was  to  tack 
about,  and  by  a hafty  Flight,  to  entice  them  to  the  'Place  of 
the  Counter-Ambufcade.  Every  thing  fucceeded  as  cotild 
have  been  wifhed  : the  Enemy  fallied  out  with  their  Pira^ 
„uas  in  purfuit  of  the  Brigantine,  making  after  this  Prize, 
(which  they  look’d  upon  as  their  own)  with  great  Shout- 
incrs,  and  greater  Speed,  ’till  being  come  within  a convenient 
Distance,  the  other  Brigantines  rufh’d  out  upon  them,  and  be- 
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fore  they  could  poffibly  dop,  or  turn  about,  gave  them  fuch  a 
terrible  Salute  with  all  their  Artillery,  that  the  very  fil'd  Dis- 
charge overfet  a great  part  of  them,  and  put  th ^Mexicans  who 
were  on  board  the  reft  into  fuch  a Condernation,  that  before 
they  cou’d  recover  themfelves  to  think  of  hying,  almoft  all 
the  Piraguas  were  funk  by  the  next  Volleys,  and  molt  of 
the  Men  peridied  : So  that  not  only  the  Death  of  Pedro  de 
'Barba,  and  Juan  de  Portillo  was  reveng’d;  but  the  Enemy’s 
Fleet  entirely  ruin’d ; and  tho’  Hernan  Cortez,  was  fenfible, 
that  he  owed  to  the  Mexicans  the  Cunning  or  Invention 
of  laying  Ambufhes  in  the  Water,  he  had  the  lingular  SatiS 
faction  of  having  fo  well  imitated  them,  as  to  give  them  a 
Defeat  by  the  Ufe  of  their  own  Stratagem. 

The  Spaniards  had  frequent  Intelligence  of  what  palled 
in  the  City  by  the  Prifoners  they  continually  took ; and 
Cortez,  finding  that  Hunger,  Third,  and  want  of  all 
Neceffaries,  began  to  occafion  Murmurings  among  the 
People,  and  a Difference  in  Opinion  among  the  Sol- 
diers, he  applied  himfelf  with  the  greater  Diligence  to 
cut  off  all  Relief  from  the  City ; and  that  he  might  dill  far- 
ther judify  his  own  Proceedings,  he  fent  two  or  three  Noble- 
men, who  were  his  Prifoners,  to  GuatimoZjin , with  Overtures 
of  Peace  upon  very  advantageous  Conditions,  offering  to 
leave  him  in  full  Poffeflion  of  his  Empire,  and  all  his  Gran- 
deur, provided  he  would  only  acknowledge  the  Sovereign 
Dominion  of  the  King  of  Spain,  whofe  Right  was  already 
own’d  among  the  Mexicans  by  the  Tradition  of  their  An- 
cedors,  and  the  Confent  of  feveral  Ages.  This  was  the  Sub- 
dance of  his  Propofal,  Which  he  repeated  feveral  Times  ; 
for  in  reality,  it  grieved  him  to  dedroy  lo  beautiful  and 
fo  wealthy  a City,  which  he  already  look’d  upon  as  a rich 
Jewel  in  his  Sovereign’s  Diadem. 

Guatimozin  receiv’d  the  Propofal  made  him  by 
the  Spanifh  General  with  fomewhat  lefs  Pride  and  Arro- 
gance than  he  was  wont,  and,  as  feveral  Prifoners  afterwards 
reported,  he  alfembled  a Council  of  his  chief  Officers 
and  Miniders,  together  with  the  Prieds,  whofe  Opinions 
were  principally  confider’d  in  all  publick  Affairs.  “ He 
“ laid  before  them  the  miferable  Condition  to  which  the 
“ City  was  reduced ; the  Numbers  they  had  lod ; the 
“ Complaints  of  the  People  upon  their  beginning  to 
“ want;  the  Dedrudtion  of  their  Habitations  ; and  ladly. 
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“ he  defil’d  their  Advice,  expreffing  as  much  Inclination 
“ to  Peace,  as  was  fufficient  to  give  room  tor  their  Flattery  or 
“ Refpebt  to  fecond  him.”  This  fo  fpr  i'ucceeded,  that  all 
his  Officers  and  Minifters  concluded  immediately  to  receive 
the  Overtures  towards  an  Accommodation  made  him  by 
Cortez^,  leaving  it  ’till  afterwards  to  confider  of  luch  parti- 
cular Conditions  of  a Peace,  as  would  be  moft  for  the  In- 
tereft  of  the  State. 

But  the  Priefts  pofitively  oppofed  all  manner  of  Trea- 
ty, either  feigning  to  have  received  fome  Anfwers  from 
their  Idols,  which  gave  them  frefli  Affurances  of  Succefs  and 
Victory  over  their  Enemies,  or  perhaps  what  they  deliver’d 
were  not  Lyes  of  their  own  Invention,  but  what  they 
really  had  receiv’d  from  them ; for  the  Devil  at  that 
time  was  extremely  bufy,  inftilling  into  the  Ears  of  thofe 
deluded  People  ftrange  and  fallacious  Notions,  tho’  he 
could  not  infpire  their  Hearts  with  true  Courage. 

The  Opinion  of  the  Priefts,  being  back’d  by  Zeal  for 
Religion,  or,  if  that  was  wanting,  by  the  outward  /how 
of  Pietv,  fo  far  prevail’d,  that  all  who  had  Votes  concurr’d 
with  them,  and  GuatimoZiin,  not  without  much  Regret,  be- 
caufe  he  already  began  to  prefage  his  own  Ruin,  refolv’d 
to  carry  on  the  War  ; telling  his  Minifters,  “ That  he  af~ 
« furedly  would  put  to  death  the  firft  Man  who  fhould 
« prefume  again  to  mention  Peace,  whatever  Diftrefs  the 
“ City  Ihould  be  reduced  to,  without  excepting  even  the 
« Priefts  themfelves,  who  were  moft  of  all  obliged  to  fup- 
“ port  the  Oracles  of  their  Gods.” 

Cortez  being  inform’d  of  this  Determination,  re- 
folved  to  pulh  on  his  Hoftilities,  by  the  three  Caufeys  at 
the  fame  time,  and  to  carry  Fire  and  Sword  into  the  very 
Heart  of  the  City  ; and  fending  his  Orders  to  the  Com- 
manders of  the  two  Attacks  of  ’Tacnba,  and  T apeaijuilla, 
he  at  the  time  appointed  marched  himfelt  by  the  Caufey 
of  Cuyoacan,  at  the  Head  of  the  Troops  commanded  by 
Chrifionjal  de  Olid.  The  Enemy  had  clear’d  the  Ditches, 
and  caft  up  Works  as  they  were  wont  to  do  ; but  the  five 
Brigantines  which  were  upon  that  Attack,  eafily  overthrew 
their  Fortifications  at  the  fame  time  that  the  Ditches  were 
filling  up,  and  the  Army  advanced  without  any  confiderable 
Oppofition,  ’till  coming  to  the  laft  Bridge  which  opend 
upon  the  Key  of  the  City,  they  met  with  another  tort  of 

Difficulty.  The  Indians  had  broke  down  fome  part  of  the 

Caufey, 
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Cau fey,  to  enlarge  that  Ditch,  which  was  fixty  Foot  long, 
and  turn’d  into  it  the  Water  of  the  Canals,  that  it  might 
be  the  deeper. 

O n the  oppofite  Bank  they  had  rais’d  a Fortification  made 
of  Timbers  Brongly  united,  and  cover’d  with  Planks,  in  which 
there  were  two  or  three  Rows  of  Loop-holes,  with  fome 
fort  of  Traverfes,  and  they  had  provided  a prodigious  Mul- 
titude of  Men  to  defend  that  Poll;  but  the  firfl  Difcharges  of 
the  Artillery  deflroyed  alf  that  Fortification,  and  the  Enemy 
having  fuflfer’d  much  by  the  Fall  thereof,  and  finding  them- 
felves  expofed  to  the  murdering  Balls,  retir’d  into  the  City 
without  turning  their  backs  or  ceafing  their  Menaces.  Thus 
they  left  the  Shore  free,  and  Cortez*  unwilling  to  lofe  a 
Moment,  immediately  order’d  the  Spaniards  to  poffefs 
themfelves  of  it,  making  ufe  of  his  Brigantines,  and  the 
Canoes  of  his  Confederates  to  land  his  Men;  and  the 
Horfe  paffed  the  fame  ways  with  three  Pieces  of  Artillery, 
which  he  thought  fufficient  for  that  Day’s  Service. 

Before  Cortez*  advanced  again  ft  the  Enemy,  who 
were  Bill  polled  behind  the  Trenches  made  acrofs  the 
Streets,  he  order’d  the  Treafurer  Julian  de  wilder ete  to  flay 
there  and  fill  up  and  fecure  that  Ditch ; and  the  Brigan- 
tines to  draw  near  by  the  great  Canals,  to  the  place  where 
the  Adtion  was,  and  do  what  Damage  they  could  to  the 
Enemy.  The  firfl  Engagement  prefently  began,  and  Ju- 
lian de  wilder ete  hearing  the  Noife  of  the  Battle,  and  feeing 
the  Advances  of  the  Spaniards,  look’d  upon  the  Employ- 
ment of  filling  up  a Ditch  to  be  very  little  honourable, 
when  his  Companions  were  fighting,  and  inconfiderately 
advanced  to  join  the  reft,  leaving  that  Charge  to  another 
of  his  Company,  who  either  did  not  know  how  to  perform 
it,  or  elfe  would  not  take  upon  him  a piece  of  Work  which 
was  thought  difhonourable  by  him  who  committed  the  Care 
of  it  to  him : fo  that  all  the  Men  under  his  Condudt  fol- 
low’d him  to  the  Engagement  ; and  that  Ditch,  which,  at 
the  time  of  the  Attack,  had  been  thought  impracticable, 
remained  entirely  abandoned. 

The  Mexicans  refolutely  flood  the  firfl  Charge.  It 
cofl  the  Spaniards  no  fmall  Trouble,  and  fome  Blood,  to 
make  themlelves  Mailers  of  their  Trenches,  and  the  Hazard 
was  Bill  greater,  when  they  had  paffed  the  ruin’d  Buildings, 
and  were  obliged  to  defend  themfelves  from  the  Arrows' 
and  Darts  of  the  Enemy,  which  came  pouring  on  them  from 
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the  Tops  of  the  Houfes  and  Windows ; but  in  the  very 
Heat  of  the  Engagement,  there  appear'd  a hidden  Slacknefs 
in  the  Enemy,  which  Teem’d  to  be  the  effeft  of  Tome  new 
Order  ; for  they  haflily  quitted  the  Ground  which  they  had 
defended. 

This  Change,  as  was  then  fuppos’d,  and  afterwards 
appeared,  proceeded  from  Guatimfj&iris  being  inform’d, 
that  the  great  Ditch  was  abandoned  ; whereupon  he  or- 
der’d his  Commanders  to  preferve  their  Troops,  and  to 
fall  upon  the  Spaniards  in  their  Retreat.  Cortez,  fu (pett- 
ed this  Motion  of  the  Enemy,  and  in  regard  that  he  had 
but  barely  time  enough  now  to  return  to  his  Quarters  be- 
fore Night,  he  began  his  Retreat,  ordering  firfi  fome 
Houfes  to  be  fet  on  fire  and  deploy’d,  in  order  to  prevent 
their  receiving  any  Damage  from  them  on  the  next  At- 
tack. 

But  they  had  fcarce  began  to  march,  before  their  Ears 
were  ftunn’d  with  the  terrible  and  melancholy  Sound  of 
the  Sacred  Trumpet,  fo  call’d  by  them,  becaufe  it  was  not 
permitted  to  any  but  the  Priefls  to  found  it,  and  that  only 
when  they  denounced  War,  and  animated  the  People  on 
the  part  of  their  Gods.  The  Sound  was  vehemently  loud 
and  Prong,  and  the  Tune  compos’d  of  difmal  and  unhar- 
monious  Notes,  which  infpifd  thofe  Barbarians  with  a new 
kind  of  Savage  Rage,  fuch  as  made  them  defpife  Life  thro’ 
a Motive  of  Religion.  Next  follow’d  the  intolerable  Din  of 
their  hideous  Outcries;  and  when  the  Army  march’d  out 
of  the  City,  there  fell  upon  the  Rear,  which  was  brought 
up  by  the  Spaniards , an  incredible  Multitude  of  their  moR 
refolute  Warriours,  pick’d  out  of  the  whole  Army  for^  this 
Ablion,  which  had  been  before  contriv’d.  The  Fire-Arms 
and  Crofs-bows  fac’d  about,  and  made  head,  and  Cortez >, 
with  the  Cavalry,  endeavour’d  to  put  a flop  to  the  Enemy  ; 
but  being  inform’d  of  the  Difficulty  of  the  Ditch,  which 
hindred  the  Retreat,  he  would  have  form’d  his  Battalions, 
and  could  not ; becaufe  the  Confederates,  who  had  receiv’d 
Orders  to  retire,  being  the  firfl  that  came  to  the  Ditch, 
precipitated  themfelves  into  it  in  the  greatefl  Confufion 
imaginable ; To  that  his  Orders  were  either  not  heard,  or 
not  obey’d. 

Many  got  over  to  the  Caufey  in  the  Brigantines  and 
Canoes,  but  many  more  flung  themfelves  into  the  Water, 
where  they  found  whole  Troops  of  Mexican  Swimmers, 
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who  either  Wounded,  or  drowned  them.  Cortex  was  left  with 
fome  of  his  own  People  to  maintain  the  Fight,  his  Horfe 
was  killed  under  him  with  Arrows,  and  Captain  Francifco  de 
Gunman  alighting  to  giWe  him  his,  was  taken  Prifoner, 
without  any  Poflibility  of  being  refcued.  Cortez,  at  laft 
o0t  to  the  Brigantines,  and  return’d  to  his  Quarters,  wound- 
ed, and  little  lefs  than  defeated,  without  receiving  any 
Comfort,  or  thinking  himfelf  any  ways  recompens’d  by  the 
great  Slaughter  of  the  Mexicans.  Above  forty  Spaniards 
were  taken  alive,  to  ferve  as  Sacrifices  to  their  Idols  ; one 
Cannon  was  loft,  above  a thoufand  ‘Ttafcalans  were  kill’d, 
and  there  was  fcarce  any  one  Spaniard  that  was  not  hurt. 
This  was  in  Reality  a very  terrible  Blow,  the  Confequences 
of  which  Cortex  was  very  fenfible  of,  but  he  would  not 
Suffer  his  Countenance  to  fpeak  the  Grief  of  his  Heart, 
left  it  fhould  difcover  too  much  the  greatnefs  of  the  Mis- 
fortune: A hard  and  inevitable  Task  attending  the  Com- 
manders of  Armies,  who  are  obliged  in  all  Adverfities  to 
conceal  their  inward  Concern,  and  to  appear  with  an  outward 
Air  of  Tranquillity. 


CHAP.  XXIII. 

The  Mexicans  celebrate  their  JAB  or y with  the 
Sacrifice  of  the  Spanifli  Pr  if  oners.  Guati- 
mozin  terrifies  the  Confederates,  and  occa- 
fions  many  of  them  to  for  fake  Cortez  ; but 
they  return  in  greater  numbers,  and  it  is 
refotid  to  make  Lodgments  within  the  City. 

ANDO  V A L and  Alvarado  enter’d  the  City 
at  the  fame  time,  and  met  with  the  fame  Oppofi- 
tion,  with  very  little  difference  in  the  Succefs  of 
their  Attacks  ; they  gain’d  Bridges,  fill’d  up 
Ditches,  forc’d  their  way  into  the  Streets,  deftroy’d  Houfes, 
'and  were  fet  upon  in  their  Retreat  with  the  utmoft  fury  of 
the  Enemy.  But  they  did  not  meet  with  the  Misfortune  of 
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the  great  Ditch,  and  therefore  their  Lois  was  lefs ; tho’  in 
both  Attacks  they  loft  about  twenty  Spaniards,  which  makes 
up  the  Account  of  thofe  who  fay,  That  Cortex  loft  above 
Sixty  of  his  own  People  in  the  Action  of  Cugoacan. 

The  Treafurer  Julian  de  v Uderete , confidering  the  Da- 
mage which  his  Breach  of  Orders  had  occafioned,  was  fen- 
fible  of  his  Offence,  and  haften’d  to  the  General’s  Prefence 
with  much  Sorrow,  offering  his  Head  to  attone  for  his 
Crime,  who  gave  him  a very  fevere  Reprimand,  without 
any  farther  Punifhment ; not  thinking  it  proper  at  that  Junc- 
ture to  difcourage  the  Soldiers  by  inflicting  upon  that 
Officer  the  Chaftifement  which  he  merited.  Cortez,  was  ob- 
liged at  this  time  to  fufpend  the  offenfive  War,  and  con- 
tented himfelf  with  blocking  up  the  Tlace  more  clofely, 
and  ftreightning  the  Enemy  in  their  Provifions,  that  he 
might  take  care  of  the  Wounded,  whofe  Numbers  far  ex- 
ceeded thofe  who  were  unhurt. 

Upon  this  Occafion  they  were  fenfibie  of  the  fingular  - 
Gift  of  a private  Soldier,  nam’d  Juan  Catalan,  }vho  \vicUout 
any  other  'Medicine  than  a little  Oil,  and  certain  Words  and 
Benedictions,  cur’d  , their  Wounds  in  fo  fhort  a time,  that 
it.  did  not  look  like  the  Work  of  Nature  The  Vulgar  call 
this  kind  of  Surgery,  curing  by  Enjalmo,  without  any  other 
Reafon  for  it,  than  the  having  heard  fome  Verfes  out  of 
the  Pfalms, among  the  Bleffings : A Skill  or  Profeflion  which 
Morality  does  not  always  allow,  and  which  is  fometimes 
permitted  after  a very  ftrict  Examination.  However  in  this 
Cafe  it  would  be  no  Prefumption  to  look  upon  fuch  a 
marvellous  EffeCt  as  the  Work  of  Heaven,  the  Grace  of  heal- 
ing being  one  of  thofe  Gifts  God  is  pleafed  fometimes  of 
his  meer  Goodnefs  to  confer  upon  Man  : Nor  is  it  reafon- 
able  to  fuppofe,  that  there  fhould  be  any  Concurrence  of  the 
evil  Spirit  in  the  means  of  curing  fo  many  Spaniards,  when 
that  Enemy  was  endeavouring  at  the  fame  time  to  deftroy 
them  by  the  Suggeftions  of  his  Oracles.  Herrera  fays,  that 
this  wonderful  Cure  was  wrought  by  a Spam (h  Woman, 
call’d  Ifabel  Rodriguez ,,  but  we  rather  chufe  to  folfow 
Bernal  Diaz,  del  Caftillo,  who  was  then  upon  the  Spot  ; and 
notwithftanding  it  is  certainly  a great  Misfortune  to  an 
Hiftorian  to  meet  with  thefq  Contradictions  in  Authors,  yet 
he  is  not  always  oblig’d  to  difcufs  and  canvafs  them ; tor 
the  Fact  being  undeniable,  it  is  of  fmall  Importance  to 
know  -who  was  the  Inftrument  of  doing  it. 


But 
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But  let  us  return  to  the  Mexicans , who  celebrated 
their  Victory  with  great  Rejoycings.  That  Night  the  Spa- 
niards faw  from  their  Quarters,  all  the  Temples  of  the 
City  crown’d  with  innumerable  Lights,  and  Veilels  oU  Per- 
fumes, and  in  the  principal  Temple,  dedicated  to  the  God 
of  War,  they  heard  the  Sound  ot  military  Inftruments  in 
(everal  Concerts,  which  were  not  altogether  difagreeable. 
With  thefe  pompous  Preparations,  they  celebrated  the 
Sacrifice  of  thofe  miferable  Spaniards  who  were  taken 
alive,  the  Blood  of  whofe  leaping  Hearts  Rill  warm,  was 
fprinkled  upon  their  horrible  Idol ; while  thofe  wretched 
Vidfims  with  their  lateft  Breath  were  calling  upon  the  God 
of  Truth.  This  was  fuppos’d  to  be  the  occafion  of  that  extra- 
ordinary Solemnity,  and  the  Fires  gave  fo  great  a Light,  that 
the  Motion  of  the  People  was  perceiv’d ; but  Lome  Soldiers 
went  fo  far  as  to  affirm,  that  they  could  diftinguifh  the  Voices, 
and  knew  the  particular  Men.  A difmal  Spectacle,  which  af- 
fected the  Imagination  Hill  more  than  it  did  the  Eye,  and 
the  Confideration  was  fo  melancholy  and  moving,  that 
Cortez,  himfelf  could  not  refrain  from  ffiedding  Tears  ; > lor 
thofe  who  were  with  him,  forbear  following  his  Example. 

The  Advantage  they  had  gain’d,  joined  to  the  Satif- 
fabtion  of  having  appeas’d  their  God  of  War,  by  the  Sacri- 
fice of  fo  many  Spaniards , fo  far  rais’d  the  Pride  of  the 
Mexicans , that  the  very  fame  Night,  a little  before  break 
of  Day,  they  advanced  by  the  three  Caufeys  to  beac 
up  the  Quarters,  with  a defign  to  fet  me  to  the 
Brigantines,  and  to  compleat  the  Deftrubtion  of  thofe 
People,  whom  they,  with  good  Reafon,  concluded  to  be 
either  wounded,  or  quite  fpent  with  Fatigue : but  they 
knew  not  how  to  conceal  their  Motion  ; for  the  infernal 
Trumpet,  which  infpir’d  them  with  fo  much  Fury,  turning 
their  Defpair  into  religious  Worffiip,  gave  notice  of  their 
Approach,  and  the  Spaniards  were  fo  well  prepar’d  to  re- 
ceive them,  that  they  were  repuls’d  by  the  Artillery  of  the 
Brigantines,  and  fome  Pieces  which  were  mounted,  at  their 
Lodgment,  which  playing  along  the  ©aufeys  upon  thole 
Throngs  of  People,  fufficiently  chaftis’d  them  for  their  Pre- 
fumption.  - . 

The  next  Day  Guatimozjn  employ’d  leveral  Artifices 
(fuggefted  to  him  by  his  own  Ingenuity)  which  the  moll 
Skiltul  in  military  Affairs  are  wont  to  value  themfelves  up- 
on. He  gave  out,  that  Cortez,  had  been  kill’d  in  his  Retreat 
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bn  the  Caufey  ; thereby  giving  the  People  hopes  that 
they  fhould  fhortly  be  deliver’d  from  their  Oppreffors : 
he  Pent  the  Heads  of  the  facrificed  Spaniards  to  all 
the  neighbouring  Towns,  that  thofe  Tokens  of  his  Victory 
might  bring  thofe  who  had  fallen  off  from  him  back  to 
their  Obedience ; and  laftly,  he  reported,  that  their  fu- 
preme  Deity,  the  God  of  War,  being  appeas’d  by  the  Heart’s 
Blood  of  thofe  their  Enemies,  had  intorm’d  him,  in  an  in- 
telligible Voice,  that  the  War  fhould  be  at  an  end  in  eight 
Days,  and  that  all  fhould  infallibly  perifh  who  neglected 
this  Advice.  This  he  invented,  concluding  that  he  fhould 
quickly  make  an  end  of  all  the  Spaniards  ; and  he  found 
means  to  fend  feveral  Perfons  unknown  into  the  Enemies 
Quarters,  who  fpread  thefe  Threatnings  of  his  God  among 
the  Indian  Nations,  which  ferv’d  againft  him:  A notable 
Contrivance  entirely  to  dejedt  the  Spirit  of  thofe  People, 
already  difheartned  by  the  Death  of  fo  many  Spaniards , 
and  the  dreadful  Slaughter  of  their  own  Troops,  the 
Multitude  of  the  wounded,  and  the  great  Concern  of  their 
Commanders. 

The  Oracles  of  that  Idol  had  fuch  an  eftablifh’d  Re- 
putation among  the  molt  diflant  Nations,  that  the  Indians 
were  eafily  perfuaded  of  the  Infallibility  of  thofe  Threats ; 
the  number  of  eight  Days,  fo  precifely  limited  for  the 
fatal  Period  of  their  Lives,  having  fnch  an  Effedt  upon  their 
Imagination,  that  they  refolv’d  immediately  to  quit  the 
Army,  and  during  the  two  or  three  firfl  Nights,  the  greateft 
part  of  the  Confederate  Troops  abandoned  their  Quarters; 
and  that  fenfelefs  Apprehenflon  was  fo  powerful  among  thofe 
Nations,  that  even  the  Tlajcalans  and  <Tez,eucans  disbanded 
with  the  fame  Diforder,  either  becaufe  they  really  fear’d  the 
Oracle  as  well  as  the  reft,  or  that  they  were  led  away  by  the 
Example  of  thofe  who  did.  None  remain’d  behind,  ex- 
cept the  Commanders  and  Men  of  Note,  who  perhaps 
were  as  much  afFraid  ; but  if  they  were,  they  Rill  valu’d 
their  Lives  lefs  than  their  Honour. 

This  unlook’cTfor  Accident  was  a frefli  AfRidtion  to 
Cortez, , as  almoft  caufing  him  to  defpairof  the  Succefs  of 
his  Enterprize ; but  the  moment  that  he  was  acquainted 
with  the  Occafion  of  that  fudden  Change,  he  Rent  their  own 
Commanders  after  the  Fugitives  to  flop  them,  temporizing 
with  theirFear,’till  fuch  time  as  the  eight  Days  afflgn’d  by  the 
fallacious  Oracle,  being  paft,  they  might  be  fenfrble  of  the 

L 1 Im- 


134  Hiftory  of  the  Conquest  Book  V. 

Impofture  and  Falfity  of  the  Prediction,  and  better  difpos’d 
to  return  to  the  Army.  This  notable  Contrivance  of 
Cortez,  had  the  defir’d  Effect  ; for  when  the  eight  Days 
were  expir’d,  the  Indians  became  capable  of  Perfuafion, 
and  having  fully  recover’d  from  their  Fright,  return’d  to 
their  Quarters  with  frefh  Vigour  and  Refolution. 

D o n Hernando , Prince  of  Te&euco,  fent  his  Brother  to 
bring  back  thofe  of  his  Nation ; who  return’d  with  them,  and 
fome  new  Levies  that  were  coming  to  join  the  Army. 

The  ‘Tlafcalan  Deferters,  who  were  of  the  meanefl 
fort  of  People,  did  not  dare  to  proceed  on  their  Journey, 
for  fear  of  expofing  themfelves  to  a certain  Punifhment ; but 
waited  to  fee  the  Event  of  the  Prediction,  with  a defign  to 
join  fuch  of  their  Nation,  as  fhould  have  the  good  fortune 
to  efcape  after  the  imaginary  Defeat : but  at  the  fame  time 
that  they  were  undeceiv’d  of  their  vain  Credulity,  they  had 
the  good  luck  to  have  an  Opportunity  of  incorporating 
themfelves  with  a Reinforcement  that  was  coming  from 
Hlafcala,  and  were  the  better  receiv’d  in  the  Army  upon 
their  Return. 

This  Increafe  of  Forces,  and  the  great  Noife  the  Diftrefs 
of  the  Capital  City  made  in  the  neighbouring  Countries, 
prevail’d  with  feveral  Nations  who  had  ’till  then  been  ei- 
ther Enemies,  or  Neuters,  to  declare  in  favour  of  the  Spa- 
niards. One  of  the  molt  confiderable  was  the  Nation  of 
the  Otomies , a fierce  untamed  People,  who,  after  the 
Example  of  Beafts,  preferv’d  their  Liberty  amongft  Woods 
and  Mountains,  and  had  hitherto  kept  themfelves  free  from 
the  Subjection  of  the  Mexican  Empire,  without  any  other 
Fortification  than  the  Mifery  and  Sterility  of  their  Country, 
which  afforded  no  Temptation  to  a Conqueror.  Thus 
Cortez,  once  more  found  himfelf  at  the  Plead  of  an  Army 
of  upwards  of  two  hundred  thoufand  Men,  paffing  in  a 
few  Days  from  a terrible  Storm  to  an  agreeable  Calm  ; at- 
tributing, as  he  always  did,  this  wonderful  and  fudden 
Change  to  the  immediate  Finger  of  God,  whofe  ineffable 
Providence  often  permits  Adverfities,  to  awaken  in  the 
Minds  of  Men  the  Senfe  of  his  Bounties  and  Benefits. 

The  Mexicans  were  not  idle  during  this  Sufpenfion 
of  Arms  to  which  the  Spaniards  were  reduced.  They  made 
frequent  Sallies,  beating  up  the  Spanifh  Quarters  both  by 
Night  and  Day,  and  were  always  repuls’d  with  great  Lofs, 
without  either  damaging  or  terrifying  their  Enemies.  By  fome 
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of  the  laft  Prifoners,  Cortez,  was  inform’d  of  the  great  Diftrefs 
the  City  was  in,  that  the  Soldiers  were  diffatisfy’d,  and  the 
People  reduced  to  Extremity  for  want  of  Bread  and  Wa- 
ter. That  abundance  of  People  died  by  drinking  the 
brackifh  Water  of  their  Pits,  and  that  the  inconfiderable 
quantity  of  Provifions  they  got  by  the  means  of  thofe  Ca- 
noes which  had  efcap’d  the  Brigantines,  were  equally  divi- 
ded among  the  Nobles,  and  became  an  additional  SubjeCt 
of  Impatience  and  Difcontent  to  the  Populace,  whole 
Clamours  began  to  give  fome  Sufpicion  of  their  Fide- 
lity : Upon  which  Intelligence,  Cortez,  alTembled  his  Cap- 
tains to  confult,  what  was  moil  proper  to  be  done  in  the 
prefent  Situation  of  Affairs. 

H e reprefenred  to  them  thefmall  Hopes  he  had  that  Want 
would  oblige  the  Befieged  to  furrender,  becaufeof  the  impla- 
cable Hatred  they  bore  the  Spaniards , and  of  thofe  Anfwers 
of  their  Idols,  with  which  the  Devil  fomented  it.  He  gave 
his  own  Opinion,  that  it  was  bell  to  proceed  immediately  to 
AcTion,  for  the  Reafon  he  had  alledged,  and  for  fear  the 
Allies  fhould  again  defert  him ; a People  eafily  mov’d,  and 
who,  as  they  were  ferviceabie  in  the  Day  of  Battle,  were 
endanger’d  by  the  Idlenefs  of  Quarters,  being  always  defirous 
to  engage,  and  not  capable  of  conceiving  that  the  Siege  they 
were  then  carrying  on  was  a real  War,  or  that  in  thofe  In- 
tervals between  the  Attacks  any  Detriment  was  done  to  the 
Enemy. 

They  were  unanimoufly  of  Opinion,  to  continue  to  make 
Affaults,  without  quitting  the  Siege  ; and  Cortez,,  who  was 
fenfible,  by  the  Succefs  of  the  laft  Engagement,  how  much 
he  differed  in  his  Retreats,  always  expofed  to  the  utmoft 
Fury  of  the  Enemy,  refolv’d  to  leave  ftrong  Garrifons  in 
his  Quarters,  and  in  the  Place  of  Arms,  and  make  a general 
Attack  by  the  three  Caufeys  at  once,  in  order  to  take  Ports 
within  the  City,  which  were  to  be  maintain’d  at  all  hazards  $ 
each  Body  endeavouring  to  advance  as  far  as  thegreat  Square 
call’d  ‘Tlateluco , where  they  were  to  join  and  a eft  as  occafion 
fhould  require.  The  Enterprize  upon  Mexico  would  have 
been  much  forwarder,  or  perhaps  quite  over,  if  they  had  taken 
this  Refolution  at  the  Beginning : But  human  Prudence  and 
Fore-fight  is  fo  limited  and  confin’d,  that  it  is  no  fmall 
Token  of  Judgment,  to  be  inftruefted  by  Mifcarriages  and 
ill  Succefs  : and  Men  are  very  often  obiiged  to  found  their 
tUft  Maxims  of  Conduct  upon  the  Correction  of  Errors. 

] CHAP; 


1 36  TheHiftory  of  the  Conquest  BookV. 


CHAP.  XXIV. 


Cortez  carries  on  his  three  Attacks  at  once . 
The  whole  Army  joins  in  the  great  Square 
of  Mexico,  call'd  Tlateluco.  Guatimozin 
retires  to  the  farthefl  Part  of  the  City.  The 
Mexicans  make  federal  Efforts,  and  ufe  di- 
vers Stratagems , to  divert  the  Spaniards. 


O RT  E Z having  made  provifion  of  Water, 
Victuals,  and  whatever  elfe  was  neceflary  for  the 
Subfiftence  of  his  Troops  in  a City  where  all 
things  were  wanting,  the  three  Captains,  at  the  dawnino- 
of  the  appointed  Day,  marched  out  of  their  refpe&ive 
Quaiters Pedro  de  Alvarado  from  Eacuba,  Gonzjalo  dc 
Sandoval  from  Tapeaqml/a,  and  the  General  himfelf,  with 
the  Body  of  Troops,  commanded  by  Chriftoval  de  Olid , 
from  Cujoacan  ; each  of  them  having  his  Brigantines  and 
Canoes  to  fupport  him.  They  found  the  three  Caufeys 
in  a Pofture  of  Defence,  the  Bridges  drawn  up,  and  the 
Ditches  all  cleared  and  guarded  with  fuch  an  enormous 
multitude  of  Men  in  Arms,  as  if  the  War  had  been  but 
that  Day  begun.  All  thefe  Difficulties  they  however  fur- 
mounted  with  the  fame  Induftry  as  they  had  done  all  the 
left , and  after  fbme,  not  very  confiderable  Detention,  the 
three  Bodies,  much  about  the  fame  time,  arrived  in  the 
City:  They  eaffty  gained  die  ruined  Streets,  by  reafon 
they  were  but  faintly  defended  by  the  Enemy,  whofe  main 
Dependance  was  upon  thofe  where  the  Tops  of  the  Houfes 
were  all  mannd.  All  that  the  Spaniards  attempted  the 
firft  Day,  was  only  to  lodge  themielves,  each  Body  for- 
tifying their  Quarters  with  the  Ruins  of  the  Houfes  in  the 
belt  manner  they  could,  but  depending  chiefly  upon  the 
Vigilance  of  their  Centinels. 
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This  new  Method  of  Proceeding  caus’d  great  Trouble 
and  Confufion  among  the  Mexicans , and  intirely  broke  all 
the  meafures  they  had  taken  to  charge  the  Spaniards  in 
their  Retreat.  The  Rumour  of  it  was  loon  fpread  through- 
out Mexico , the  Danger  greatly  magnify ’d,  and  every  one’s 
Thoughts  were  employed  about  providing  fome  fpeedy 
Remedy  againft  the  impending  Evil ; and  the  Mini  Hers 
and  Nobles  inftantly  repaired  to  Guatimo&ins  Palace,  and, 
by  their  preffing  Intreaties,  prevailed  with  him  to  retire 
that  very  Night  to  a more  dilfant  Part  of  the  City. 
Councils  were  continually  held,  and  the  Opinions  were 
various  and  different  ; being  either  bold  and  refolute, 
or  timorous  and  dejeCted,  according  as  the  Under- 
Handing  followed  the  Dictates  of  the  Heart.  Some 
voted,  that  the  King,  for  the  Security  of  his  Royal  Per- 
fon,  fhould  immediately  be  conveyed  to  fome  Place 
lefs  expofed  ; others  were  for  fortifying  that  Part  or 
the  City  where  the  Court  then  was  ; and  others  propo- 
fed,  that  the  Brft  Hep  they  took,  fhould  be  to  ufe  their 
utmofl  Efforts  to  diflodge  the  Enemy  from  the  PoHs 
they  had  poffeffed  themlelves  of  GuatimoZjin  inclined 
to  the  Advice  of  thofe  who  exprefled  the  greatefl:  Re- 
folution ; fo  that,  rejecting  all  thoughts  of  abandoning 
Mexico,  he  declared,  that  he  was  fully  determined  to  (hare 
his  Fate  with  his  People ; and  that  moment  gave  orders, 
that  preparation  fhould  be  made  to  attack  the  Enemy  in 
their  Quarters  at  Day-break,  with  the  whole  Remainder  of 
his  Forces.  To  this  purpofe,  the  Chiefs,  with  all  poflible 
Expedition,  affembled  all  their  Troops,  which  were  divi- 
ded into  three  Bodies,  with  the  defign  of  exerting  their 
laft  Strength,  in  this  definitive  Effort,  to  the  total  defiruc- 
tion  of  the  Spaniards.  Soon  after  the  Dawning  of  the 
Morning,  the  Enemy  prefented  themfelves  within  fight  of 
the  three  Lodgments,  whither  the  News  of  their  Motions 
was  already  arrived , but  the  Artillery,  which  play’d  upon 
the  Avenues,  made  fuch  a terrible  Slaughter  in  their  Van- 
Guard,  that  they  durft  not  advance  to  put  their  Orders  ift 
execution,  and  were  foon  convinced,  that  their  Attempt 
was  wholly  impracticable : So  that,  without  venturing  near 
enough  to  come  to  Handy-Blows,  they  began  to  give  back, 
endeavouring  to  make  what  was  a real  Flight  be  look’d 
upon  only  as  an  orderly  Retreat;  but  that  Motion,  as  it 
was  flow  in  the  Front,  gave  the  Spaniards  an  opportunity 
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to  advance,  till  they  could  ufe  their  Weapons  upon  the 
terrify’d  Indians : infbmuch,  that  without  any  other  trouble 
than  what  they  were  at  in  the  Purfuit,  they  entirely  routed 
and  difperfed  the  Enemy,  and  bettered  their  Quarters  for 
the  enfuing  Night. 

However,  the  Difficulties  which  the  Spaniards  had  to 
encounter  afterwards,  were  ftill  greater ; being  obliged,  as 
they  advanced,  to  deftroy  Houfes,  to  level  Works,  and  to 
fill  up  the  Ditches  which  were  cut  crofs  every  Street.  All 
this  was  neverthelefs  fo  happily,  and  fo  expeditioufly  ef- 
fected, that,  in  lefs  than  four  Days,  the  three  Leaders  came 
in  fight  of  the  ‘Tlateluco , which  was  the  Center  whither,  by 
different  Lines,  they  had  all  directed  their  courfe. 

Pedro  de  Alvarado  was  the  firft  who  arrived  at  that 
fpacious  Square,  where  he  found  the  Enemy,  which  ftill 
hhd  retreated  before  him,  endeavouring  to  draw  up  in 
Battle-Array,  and  to  make  a Hand but  he  gave  them  not 
time  to  do  as  they  intended,  neither  was  it  indeed  an 
eafy  matter  for  thole  Indians , when  they  were  once  in  dis- 
order, to  return  to  a Charge  ; fo  that,  at  the  very  firft  On- 
fet,  they  abandoned  the  Ground,  and,  in  great  conrufion 
and  precipitation,  retired  to  the  Streets  on  the  oppofite  Side. 
Alvarado , being  now  at  leifure  to  look  about  him,  obferved 
that  there  was,  at  a final!  diftance,  a very  large  Temple, 
the  Towers  and  Afcent  whereof  were  poffeffed  by  the  Enemy ; 
and  thereupon  he  immediately  detached  fome  Companies 
to  drive  them  from  thence,  and  to  poft  themfelves  there,  in 
order  to  fecure  his  Rear ; which  Orders,  with  little  or  no 
difficulty,  they  foon  perform’d,  by  reafon  that  the  Indians 
who  were  left  to  defend  that  Poft,  were  already  retiring,  af- 
ter the  example  of  the  reft.  He  then,  in  order  to  make 
his  lodgment,  drew  up  his  Troops  into  one  Body,  making 
a fmoke  from  the  Top  of  the  above-mentioned  Temple, 
either  as  a Signal  for  the  other  Captains,  his  Friends,  to 
know  where  he  was,  or,  by  that  means,  to  gain  their  Ap- 
plaufe  for  his  fuccefsful  Diligence. 

Soon  after  came  up,  by  a different  Avenue,  the  De- 
tachment properly  belonging  to  Chrijloval  de  Olid , but 
then  under  the  Command  of  General  Cortex  himfelf ; and 
the  confufed  Throng  of  Mexicans  which  fled  before 
him  into  that  Square,  fell  in  upon  the  Battalion  which 
Alvarado  had,  though  with  another  defign,  juft  before 
drawn  up  in  Order  of  Battel ; where  thofe  Wretches,  being 
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attacked  on  every  fide,  moft  of  them  perifhed  • and  the 
like  Fate  attended  thofe  who  were  driven  in  thither  by 
GonZjdlo  de  Sandoval , who  likewife,  prefently  after,  ar- 
rived. 

Those  of  the  Enemy  who  had  retir’d  to  the  Streets 
which  led  to  the  other  parts  of  the  City,  perceiving  that 
the  whole  Force  of  the  Spaniards  was  united,  ran  away 
with  the  utmoft  precipitation  to  defend  the  Perfon  of  their 
Prince,  believing  themfelves  now  come  to  the  laft  Con- 
flid  ; whereby  the  Spanifh  General  had  an  Opportu- 
nity to  lodge  himfelf  to  the  beft  advantage  without  any 
Oppofirion  or  Interruption  : which  he  did,  and  polled  fome 
Companies  in  the  adjacent  Streets  to  fecure  his  Quarters 
from  the  Enemies  Infults,  ordering  the  Commanders  of 
the  Brigantines  and  Canoes  to  ply  continually  about  the 
three  Caufeys,  and  to  give  him  Notice  of  whatever  Ihould 
occur  worth  Obfervation. 

I t was  at  the  fame  time  abfolutely  requifite  to  clear 
the  Place  from  the  dead  Bodies  an  a feveral  Com- 
panies of  the  Confederate  Indians  were  employ’d  to 
caft  them  into  the  Canals  of  thofe  Streets  where  the 
Water  was  deepeft ; but  thofe  Indians  had  Spanifh  Overfeers 
and  Commanders,  to  prevent  their  running  away  with  their 
wretched  Burdens  to  make  a Banquet  of  human  Fleih, 
which  was  the  deteftable  Solemnity  with  which  thofe  mi£ 
guided  People  were  ever  wont  to  conclude  the  Celebration 
of  their  Vidories:  notwithftanding  which  Precaution,  it 
was  not  poflible  wholly  to  prevent  that  Abomination,  yet 
they  obftruded  its  Excefs,  and-  difguis’d  that  Toleration  un- 
der the  Mask  of  Ignorance. 

This  Night  feveral  Parties  of  miferable  Peafants,  more 
than  half  dead  with  Famine,  came  to  the  Quarters  to  fur- 
render  themfelves,  giving  up  their  Liberty  for  Sub- 
fiftence  ; and  notwithftanding  it  was  generally  fufpeded 
that  they  had  been  difmifs’d  as  ufelefs  Mouths,  yet  their 
deplorable  Condition  rais’d  fuch  Commiferation  in  all  the 
Beholders,  that  the  General  order’d  them  fome  Refrefhment, 
that  they  might  be  enabled  to  feek  their  Livelihood  abroad 
in  the  Country. 

The  next  Morning  all  the  Streets  within  the  Enemy’s 
Diftrid  were  filled  with  armed  Indians,  but  they  were  polled 
there  only  to  cover  thofe  who  were  working  upon  the  For- 
tifications, which  they  were  making  for  their  ultimate  Re- 
treat ; 
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treat  ; and  Cortex  perceiving  that  they  did  not  attempt 
any  Hoftilities,  nor  by  any  of  their  ulual  Infults  offer  to 
provoke  him,  fufpended  the  Attack  which  he  at  firft  had 
determined,  being  inclined  once  more  to  offer  them 
Peace,  as  fuppofing  that  they  might  be  now  difpos’d  to 
come  to  an  Accommodation,  or  at  leaff,  that  they 
would  be  convinced  that  he  did  not  thirff  after  their 
Deftrudtion,  fince  he  proffer’d  them  favourable  Conditions 
at  a jun&ure  when  his  whole  Power  was  united  in  the  very 
Heart  of  their  City,  the  greateff  part  whereof  was  already  in 
his  poffeffion.  The  Meflage  was  carried  by  three  or  four  of 
the  principal  Prifoners,  and  Cortez,  was  impatiently  waiting 
for  an  Anfwer,  as  not  doubing  but  that  the  Propofal  would 
be  gladly  receiv’d,  becaufe  it  was  obferv’d  that  thofe  Mul- 
titudes of  the  Populace  who  were  wont  to  be  always  ready 
to  advance  to  defend  the  Streets,  were  intirely  withdrawn. 

The  Quarter  to  which  Guatimoz,in  with  his  Minifters, 
Nobles,  and  Soldiery,  was  retir’d,  was  a very  fpacious 
Angle  of  the  Ciry,  the  greateff  part  whereof  was  defend- 
ed by  its  bordering  upon  the  Lake  ; and  the  reft,  which 
was  at  no  great  diftance  from  the  great  Square  of 
T lateluco,  was  at  every  Avenue  fortify’d  by  a fort  of 
ftrong  Wall,  made  of  huge  Planks  and  Fafcines,  which 
reach’d  the  Buildings  on  either  fide  of  thofe  refpeeftive 
Streets,  before  each  of  which  was  a broad  and  deep  Ditch 
full  of  Water,  which  they  had  dug  acrols  the  Streets  to  give 
a Current  to  the  Waters  of  the  Canals.  The  enfuing  Morn- 
ing Cortez, , followed  by  the  greateff  part  of  the  Spaniards , 
march’d  out  to  view  the  Ground,  which  the  Enemy  had  for- 
faken,  and  advanced  till  he  came  within  fight  of  thofe  For- 
tifications, which  he  found  cover’d  with  an  incredible  Mul- 
titude of  Men  in  Arms,  but  who  yet  feem’d  to  be  difi 
pos’d  to  Peace,  for  they  neither  founded  their  warlike  Inftru- 
ments,  nor  made  the  accuftom’d  Out-cries.  The  General 
drew  back,  and  return’d  feveral  times  with  the  Spaniards, 
without  once  offering  to  moleft  or  provoke  them  ; and  it 
appeared  that  the  Mexicans  had  Orders  to  do  the  like,  be- 
caufe they  ftill  pointed  their  Weapons  downwards,  fignify- 
ing,  by  their  Silence  and  Stillnefs,  that  the  Treaty  which 
occafion’d  that  fort  of  Truce  was  no  way  difagreeable  to 
them. 

It  was  very  remarkable  upon  this  Occafion,  with  what 
Care  they  endeavour’d  to  difguife  their  Diftrefs,  and  con- 
ceal 
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ceal  the  Neceffities  under  which  they  labour’d,  and  what 
Oftentation  they  ufed  to  make  the  Spaniards  believe,  that 
notwithftanding  they  had  no  Averfion  to  the  Overtures  of 
Peace,  it  was  not  thro’  want  of  Means  or  Courage  to  pro- 
fecute  the  War,  that  they  were  willing  to  accept  it.  They 
fat  in  publick  upon  the  Works  to  eat,  and  flung  Cakes  of 
M&iZj  among  the  common  People,  to  fliew  that  they  had 
Plenty  of  Provifions ; and  from  time  to  time  feveral  of 
their  Chiefs  fally’d  out,  and  challeng’d  the  ftouteft  Cham- 
pion of  the  Spaniards  to  a Angle  Combat  : But  thofe  Chal- 
lengers did  not  long  continue  there,  foon  retiring  in  again, 
as  well  pleafed  with  the  Bravado,  as  they  could  have  been 
with  the  Vidtory,  had  they  obtained  it.  One  of  them  in- 
deed advanced  near  the  Place  where  Cortex  flood,  and,  by 
the  Ornaments  of  his  Nakednefs,  feem’d  to  be  a Perfon  of 
fome  Diftindtion  ; his  Arms  were  a Sword  and  Buckler  of 
one  of  the  Spaniards , whom  they  had  facrificed.  This  In- 
dian, with  the  greateft  Arrogance,  perfifted  in  his  Defiance, 
infomuch  that  Cortez ,,  quite  out  of  Patience  with  his  Noife 
and  prefumptuous  Behaviour,  order’d  his  Interpreter  to  tell 
him,  “ That  if  he  would  bring  ten  others  like  himfelf,  he 
“ would  give  leave  to  that  Spaniard  ( pointing  to  his  Page 
u who  bore  his  Shield ) to  engage  them  all  at  once.”  The 
Mexican  was  not  infenfible  of  the  Contempt,  but,  without 
feeming  to  take  any  notice  of  it,  continued  his  Defiance 
with  ftill  greater  Infolence  ; and  the  Page,  whole  Name 
was  Juan  Nunez,  de  Mercado , a Youth  about  fixteen,  or  at 
moft  feventeen  Years  of  Age,  fuppofing  that  this  Affair  re- 
garded him,  fince  his  Mafter  had  diredtly  pointed  him  out, 
without  being  obferved  got  out  of  the  Croud,  and,  making 
the  beft  fliift  he  could  to  get  over  the  Ditch,  attack’d  the 
Challenger,  who  flood  ready  prepar’d  ; but  the  Page,  re- 
ceiving the  firft  Blow  upon  his  Shield,  at  the  fame  Inftant 
gave  his  Adverfary  fo  bold  and  vigorous  a Thruft,  that,  with- 
out needing  a fecond  Wound,  he  brought  him  down  dead 
upon  the  Spot.  This  Adtion  was  greatly  applauded  by  the 
Spaniards , and  admired  by  the  Enemy.  The  Page,  imme- 
diately after  his  Exploit,  returned,  and  threw  down  the 
Sword  and  Buckler  of  the  vanquifhed  Mexican  at  the  Ge- 
neral’s Feet,  who  was  fo  highly  pleafed  with  fuch  early  Va- 
lour, that  he  embraced  him  with  great  Tendernefs,  and, 
with  his  own  Hand,  girt  on  upon  him  that  Sword  which 
with  fuch  Bravery  he  had  won,  and  enhanced  the  Reputa- 

N n tion 
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cion  which  he  had  acquired  by  his  Merit,  by  admitting 
him,  tho’  fo  young,  into  the  Converfation  of  the  gravel? 
and  moil  diltinguilh’d  Perions  in  the  Army. 

During  the  three  or  four  Days  Sulpenlion  of  Arms, 
Guatirnozin  held  leveral  Councils  to  deliberate  on  the 
Overtures  of  Peace  which  had  been  made  him,  and  the 
Majority  voted  for  the  admitting  the  Treaty,  being  lenfible 
of  the  milerable  Condition  to  which  they  were  already  re- 
duced ; while  others,  conforming  their  Suffrages  to  the 
Inclination  of  their  Sovereign,  fhewed  themfelves  willing 
to  continue  the  War ; but  the  deteftable  idolatrous  Priefts, 
whole  Opinions  were  looked  upon  by  thofe  deluded  Peo- 
ple as  the  immediate  and  abfolute  Commands  of  their 
lalfe  Deities,  fupported  the  lelfer  Number,  alluring  Vidtory 
with  dark  and  mylterious  Menaces,  and,  like  Oracles,  in- 
fpiring  the  whole  Alfembly  with  the  lame  diabolical  Fury 
which  polfelled  their  own  Breads.  Upon  this  it  was  una- 
nimoufly  refolved  to  profecute  the  War,  and  immediately 
to  renew  their  Hoftilities,  while  Guatimozin  difguifed  his 
Obltinacy  under  the  fpecious  Pretext  of  Obedience  to  his 
Gods  ; but  before  he  broke  up  the  Council,  he  gave  Or- 
ders that  all  the  Piraguas  and  Canoes  Ihould  retire  to  a cer- 
tain fort  of  Bay,  which  the  Lake  made  in  that  part  of  the 
City,  in  order  to  fecure  a Retreat  in  cafe  they  Ihould  be 
driven  to  Extremity. 

This  Order  was  inllantly  put  in  execution,  and  an  in- 
credible Number  of  thofe  Velfels  made  to  that  Bay,  with 
no  more  People  in  them  than  were  juft  necelfary  to  con- 
duct them  thither;  of  which  Motion  immediate  Notice 
was  fent  from  the  Spaniards,  who  were  upon  the  Lake,  to 
Cortez. ,,  who,  without  hefitation,  prefently  concluded, 
That  the  Mexicans  were  uling  thofe  Precautions  with  no 
other  View  than  to  fecure  their  Prince’s  Perfon,  leaving  the 
War  Hill  on  foot,  and  the  Polfelhon  of  the  City  to  be 
difputed.  Hereupon  he  appointed  Gonzalo  de  Sandoval 
for  Commander  in  Chief  of  all  the  Brigantines,  with 
Orders  to  furround  the  Bay  at  a diftance,  and  to  have  a 
watchful  Eye  upon  whatever  Motion  the  Enemy  Ihould 
happen  to  make.  Soon  after  he  advanced  with  his  Troops, 
with  a Delign  of  approaching  their  Fortifications,  and  to 
forward  the  Peace  by  the  Appearance  of  War  : But  the 
Enemy  had  already  received  Orders  to  defend  themfelves, 
and  before  the  advanced  Guard  of  the  Spaniards  caqiie  up, 

the 
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the  Indians  declared  the  Breach  of  the  Treaty  by  their 
hoftile  Cries,  and  with  a heady  and  refolute  Countenance 
prepared  for  the  Encounter  ; but  it  prefently  appear’d  that 
their  Haughtinefs  and  Courage  began  to  fail  them  : for 
they  no  fooner  perceived  the  terrible  Havock  which  the 
firft  Difcharges  of  the  Cannon  made  in  their  wooden  For- 
tification, which  they  had  foolifhly  imagin’d  to  be  impe- 
netrable, but  they  became  fenfible  of  their  Danger,  and, 
according  to  Appearances,  they  fent  notice  thereof  to  Gm- 
timoKjin  ; for  it  was  not  long  before  they  made  Signs  of:  de- 
manding a Parley,  by  hanging  out  white  Cloths,  and  very 
frequently  repeating  the  word  Peace. 

They  were  given  to  underhand  by  the  Interpreters, 
that  whoever  had  any  Propofals  to  offer  from  their  Prince, 
might  approach  ; upon  which  Aflurance  three  or  four 
Mexicans,  who  by  their  Apparel  feem’d  to  be  Perfons  of 
fome  Note,  appear’d  on  the  further  Side  of  the  Ditch. 
Thefe  Deputies,  having  firft  made  their  accuftom’d  Humi- 
liations, with  an  affeched  Gravity,  told  Cortez. >,  “ That  the 
« Supreme  Majefty  of  GmtimoZjin , their  Lord  and  Sove- 
« reign,  had  named  them  his  Servants  to  treat  of  an  ami- 
« cable  Accommodation,  and  had  lent  them  to  hear  what 
“ Propofals  the  Captain  of  the  Spaniards  had  to  make,  in 
“ order  to  inform  his  Mexican  Majefty  of  the  Articles  of 
“ the  Capitulation.”  Cortez , reply’d,  “ That  his  real  and 
“ only  View  was  Peace,  and  that  notwithftanding  he  had 
« it  in  his  power  to  give  Laws  to  thole  who  fb  long  had 
“ refus’d  to  hearken  to  Reafon,  yet  he  once  more  offer  d 
“ them  Peace,  and  was  ready  to  renew  the  T reaty  which 
“ they  had  broken  *.  But  that  Affairs  of  this  nature  were 
“ difficult  to  be  adjufted  by  third  Perfons,  wherefore  it  was 
« requifite  that  their  Prince  fhould  either  appear  in  Perfon, 

<•  or  at  leaft  that  he  fhould  approach  with  his  Counfellors 
“ and  Minifters  nearer  at  hand,  in  order  to  be  the  moie 
“ conveniently  confulted,  in  cafe  any  Difpute  or  Difficulty 
“ fhould  arife ; alluring  them,  that  he  was  fully  dilpoled 
“ to  agree  to  every  thing  that  was  not  repugnant  or  inju- 
« nous  to  the  fuperiour  Authority  of  his  own  Sovereign ; 

« with  which  View  he  promis’d  upon  his  Word  of  Honout, 

“ (which  he  alfo  confirmed  by  an  Oath)  That  he  would  not 
“ only,  on  his  Part,  caufe  all  Hoftilities  to  ceafe,  but 
“ would  likewife  take  particular  Care  that  his  Royal  P erfon 

“ fhould  be  in  the  greateft  Security,  and  that  he  fhould  be 

D “ treated 
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« treated  with  all  the  Deference  and  Refped  due  to  the 
“ Mexican  Emperor.”  _ 

The  Deputies  upon  this  immediately  retir’d,  Teeming 
very  well  fatisfied  with  this  Anfwer,  and  the  fame  Evening 
return’d  to  the  fame  Place,  with  a Meifage  to  Cortez,  ; tel- 
ling him,  “ That  his  Mexican  Majefty  would  not  fail  of 
« coming  thither  the  next  day,  with  his  Minifters  and  Atten- 
« dants,  to  be  near  at  hand  to  take  Cognizance  of  the  Arti- 
« cles  of  the  Treaty.”  His  real  Intent  was,  with  various  Pre- 
texts, to  continue  and  prolong  the  Conferences,  ’till  all  the 
piraguas  and  Canoes  could  be  got  together  in  a Readinefs, 
in  order  to  fecure  his  Retreat,  which  had  been  already  pofi- 
tively  refolv’d  on : and  accordingly  the  fame  Mefiengers 
return’d  again  at  the  Hour  appointed,  pretending,  “ That 
« a certain  unforefeen  Accident  had  prevented  their  Prince 
“ from  keeping  his  Word,  and  that  he  could  not  poffibly 
“ come  ’till  the  Morrow.”  After  this,  GuatimoZjin  again  put 
off  his  Affignation,  on  pretence,  of  firfl  adjufting  fome 
Points  and  Conditions  relating  to  the  Ceremonies  and  For- 
malities of  that  Interview  ; and  in  a word,  four  Days  pafs’d 
in  thefe  Excufes  and  Delays : nor  was  the  Artifice  difcover’d 
’till  fomewhat  later  than  it  fhould  have  been ; for  Cortez, 
firmly  believ’d  that  they  really  defir’d  Peace,  founding  that 
Belief  upon  the  Exigence  of  their  prefent  Condition,  and 
had  a&ually  made  fome  Preparations  for  the  Reception 
of  Guatimozjn , with  State  and  Magnificence.  But  when 
Information  was  brought  him  of  what  pafs’d  in  the  Lake,  he 
was  inwardly  afham’d  of  his  having  fuffer’d  himfelf  to  be 
fo  impos’d  upon,  and  for  having  retain’d  fo  good  an  Opini- 
on of  the  Sincerity  of  thofe  Barbarians,  after  16  many  Delays, 
and  could  not  forbear  breaking  out  into  Threats  againft 
them  ; fhewing  that  Anger  and  Refentment,  to  conceal  his 
Confufion,  and  feeming  fenfible  of  the  Difference  there  is 
between  being  openly  infulted,  and  deceitfully  furpriz’d. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  XXV. 

The  Mexicans  attempt  to  make  their  Re- 
treat by  the  Lake . They  engage  the  Brigan- 
tines with  their  Canoes , in  order  to  facilitate 
GuatimozinV  Efcape.  He  is  made  Prisoner, 
and  the  City  furrenders. 


H E Day  being  come,  which  Cortez^  had  appointed 
the  Mexican  Deputies,  as  the  utmoft  Period  of 
Time  he  would  allow  them  to‘  refolve  in,  Gon- 
z,alo  de  Sandoval  difeover’d,  at  the  Dawn  of  the 
Morning,  great  Multitudes  of  Mexicans  With  all  imaginable 
diligence  imbarking  on  board  the  Canoes,  which  Were 
in  the  Bay;  Of  this  Motion  he  fent  immediate  Notice 
to  Cortez>,  and  getting  together  the  Brigantines'  which 
were,  diftributed  in  divers  Creeks,  he  ilowlv  made  to- 
wards them  ’till  he  was  near  enough  to  play  his  Ar- 
tillery. At  the  fame  time  the  Canoes  Of  the  Enemy, 
on  board  of  which  were-  all  the  Nobility,  and  almofl  all 
the  principal  Terfons  of  the  City,  began  to  move,  they  ha- 
ving unanithbufly  refolv’d  td  make  their  laft  Efforts 
aaamft  the'  Brigantines,  and  at  all  Ha?alds  to  maintain 
die 'Fight,  fill  their  Prince  had  made  hr,s  Rdtreat ; after 
which;  they'  wbre  to  Wpferfe  follow'  him  by  feveral 
Ways.  Accordingly  m&y  put ' this  Defign'  ifi  exedition, 


attacking  the  Brigantines  'with 1 fuck  Vlgobf," that  without 
being  any  wife  difrriayy  at  the  HaVo.ck  me  Cannon  made 
among  them  at  a diftance,  they  undauntedly  advanced 
to  receive  the  Stroke?  of  Swords  ail  cf 3 I^ti  ces;  /$ht  at 
the  fame  time  that  Cd^Mextcam  were  erig&jgbig  with  fuch 
extraordinary'  Fury,  Gon&alo  iffi^SandbkniPvpfoved  that 

/WViVi  r y.  A PMwtt/JV. 


from  the  fartheft  part  of  fhe  JSa'te'lTd  or.fbv&n  Pifaggar, 
tibft  forceno;f.  OWsfWefe  malbiig  the  bell  ot 
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their  way ; upon  which  he  immediately  order’d  Captain 
Garcia  de  Holguin  to  chace  them  with  his  Brigantine,  and, 
with  as  little  Damage  as  poflible,  to  endeavour  to  take  them. 

H e pitched  upon  Holguin  for  this  Adtion,  as  well  for  the 
Confidence  he  had  in  his  Courage  and  Diligence,  as  for  the 
great  Swiftnefs  of  his  Veffel,  which  Difference  of  that 
Brigantine  from  the  reft,  might  perhaps  depend  upon  the 
Strength  and  Dexterity  of  his  Rowers ; or  probably  was  ra- 
ther owing  to  the  Goodnefs  of  her  Make,  by  which  flie  was 
more  obedient  to  the  Oars  ; a Circumftance  of  no  fmall 
Advantage  and  Importance  in  thofe  Veflels.  That  Cap- 
tain, without  lofing  a moment’s  time,  more  than  was  juft 
neceflary  for  tacking  about,  and  for  the  Rowers  to  take  Breath, 
ufed  fuch  extraordinary  Diligence,  that  he  foon  overtook 
them  ; when  turning  the  Head  of  his  Brigantine,  he  fell 
in  upon  the  foremoft  Piragua , which  feern’d  to  command 
the  reft.  They  all  at  once  ceas’d  from  rowing,  and  lay  up- 
on their  Oars  when  they  found  themfelves  attacked,  and 
fame  of  thole  who  were  in  the  ffrft  Piragua  call’d  out  amain 
to  the  Brigantine  not  to  fire ; faying,  the  Royal  Perfon  of 
his  Mexican  Majefty  was  on  board  that  Veffel,  which  Words 
were  interpreted  by  fome  Spanifh  Soldiers,  who  began  to 
have  a fmall  fmattering  of  the  Mexican  Language : and  the 
better  to  make  themfelves  underftood,  they  flung  down  their 
Arms,  accompanying  their  Requeft  with  all  the  Demon- 
ftrations  of  People  who  furrendred.  Upon  this,  the  Brigan- 
tines boarded  the  Piragua,  into  which  Garcia  de  Holguin , 
with  fome  of  the  Spaniards,  immediately  leap’d,  in  order 
to  fecure  the  Prize.  GuatimoZjin  inftantly  advanc’d,  and, 
diftinguifhing  the  Captain  by  the  Refped:  paid  him  by  th  e 
reft,  faid,  I am  your  Prisoner,  and  ready  to  go  whitherjoever  you 
think  fit  to  conduct  me  : All  I have  to  defire  of  you,  is,  that 
fome  regard  may  be  had  to  the  Honour  of  the  Emprefs  my 
Conjort,  and  to  that  of  the  Women  who  accompany  her.  He 
then  pafs’d  into  theThigantine,  and  gave  his  Hand  to  that 
Princefs  to  help  her  up  ; and  was  fo  much  mafter  of  him- 
felf,  and  fo  far  from  being  in  any  Confirmation,  that  per- 
ceiving Holguin  to  be  in  fome  Concern  about  the  otherP/Vvr- 

fuas,  ne  with  great  Sedatenefs  of  Countenance,  added,  Ton 
aye  no  occafion , Sir,  to  give  your  f elf  any  Trouble  concerning 
thofe  my  Followers,  for  they  will  ah  come  to  die  at  the  Feet  of 
their  Prince \ and  upon  the  firft  Signal  he  made  them,  they 
let  their  Weapons  drop  out  of  their  Hands,  and  followed 
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the  Brigantine  as  Prifoners,  in  obedience  to  their  Sove- 
reign’s Command. 

Gonzalo  de  Sandoval  was  all  that  time  hotly  engaged 
with  the  Canoes,  and,  by  the  Refiftance  he  met  with,  he 
became  fenfible  of  the  Quality  of  thofe  who  defended 
them,  and  of  the  great  Courage  and  Fidelity  of  the  Mexi- 
can Nobility ; who,  at  the  hazard  of  their  own  Lives,  had 
undertaken  to  fecure  their  Prince’s  Liberty.  But  the  Con- 
flict was  of  no  long  continuance,  becaufe  they  foon  had 
notice  of  his  being  taken  ; which  they  no  fooner  under- 
ftood,  but  their  loud  military  Cries  were  converted  into 
dolorous,  yet  lefs  noify  Lamentations.  They  did  not 
only  furrender  with  little  or  no  refiftance,  but  feveral  of 
the  Nobility  requefted  that  they  might  be  taken  on  board 
the  Brigantines,  to  follow  the  Fortune  of  their  Prince. 

Garcia  de  Holguin  came  up  at  the  fame  time,  having 
firft  difpatch’d  away  a Canoe  with  the  News  to  Cortez, ; and 
without  bearing  down  too  near  upon  Sandoval’s  Brigantine, 
he  gave  him,  as  he  pafted  by,  a brief  Account  of  what 
had  happen’d*,  but  perceiving  that  he  was  defirous  of 
taking  charge  of  that  important  Prifoner,  he  made  the  belt 
of  his  way,  left  Sandoval  fhould  fend  him  an  Order  to  that 
purpofe,  and  his  refufing  to  obey,  fhould  be  look’d  upon 
as  a Crime. 

The  Spaniards  in  the  City  were,  in  the  mean  while, 
carrying  on  their  Attack  againft  the  Wooden  Fortification, 
and  the  Mexicans  who  had  undertaken  to  defend  it,  in 
order  to  make  a Diverfion  on  that  fide,  maintain’d  their 
ground  with  notable  Courage  and  Refolution,  till  being 
inform’d  by  their  Sentinels  of  the  Misfortune  of  the  Pira- 
guas which  attended  Guatimoz,in , they,  more  like  Men 
aftonifhed  than  terrify ’d,  retired  in  confufion  and  diforder. 

The  Occafion  of  that  fudden  Change  was  foon  known  : 
for  at  that  very  inftant  arrived  the  Canoe  fent  by  Holguin ; 
and  Cortez ,,  lifting  up  his  Eyes  towards  Heaven,  as  ac- 
knowledging the  Supreme  Author  of  all  his  Fortune  and 
Succefs,  ordered  his  Captains  to  keep  their  ground  within 
view  of  the  Fortifications,  without  attempting  any  thing 
till  farther  Inftrutftions ; fending  at  the  fame  time  two 
Companies  of  Spaniards  to  the  Landing-Place  to  guard 
the  Royal  Prifoner,  and  then  went  himfelf  to  receive  him 
not  far  from  the  Quarters,  which  he  did  with  very  great 
Courtefy  and  RefpeCt,  Signs  and  Geftures  ferving  inftead 
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of  Words  : to  which,  Guatimoz,in  made  a return  in  the 
fame  Language,  endeavouring  to  conceal  the  Agitations  of 
his  Bread,  by  a forced  Complaifance. 

Being  come  to  the  Entrance  into  the  General’s  Quar- 
ters, they  all  made  a flop,  and  Guatimoz,in,  with  the  Em- 
prefs,  went  in  firft,  affedfing  to  fhew  that  he  had  no  reluc* 
tance  to  his  Confinement.  They  both  immediately  took 
their  feats ; but  that  Prince,  Teeming  to  recoiled  himfelf, 
prefently  rofe  up  again,  and  defired  Cortex  to  ft  down. 
He  was,  in  thefe  Beginnings  of  his  Adverfity,  fo  much 
Mafler  of  himfelf,  that,  knowing  the  Interpreters  by  the 
Place  where  they  were  ported,  he  began  the  Conversion, 
faying  to  the  General,  Why  do  you  delay , valiant  and  renowned 
Captain , with  that  Sword  you  wear  by  your  Side , to  take 
away  my  Life  i Pr  if  oners  of  my  Rank  are  but  a Burden  to 
the  Conqueror.  Difpatch  me  then  at  once , and  let  me  have 
at  leaf  the  fatis fadion  of  dying  by  your  Hand,  fine e I could 
not  obtain  the  Happinefs  of  lofing  my  Life  in  my  Country's 
Defence. 

H e would  gladly  have  proceeded  ; but  here  all  his 
Conftancy  fail’d  him,  and  only  his  Tears  uttered  the  reft, 
putting  a flop  to  his  Words,  and  forcing  their  way  thro* 
his  unwilling  Eyes.  His  Royal  Confort  bore  him  compa- 
ny with  lefs  referve,  and  Cortez,  found  himfelf  obliged  to 
do  violence  to  his  Pity  and  Compaflion,  to  avoid  follow- 
ing their  Example:  but  after  allpwing  thofe  Illuftriovis  Pri- 
foners  fome  time  to  vent  their  Sorrow,  he  anfwered  Gua- 
timoz,in , “ That  he  was  not  his  Prifoner,  nor  was  his  Great- 
“ nefs  fallen  into  fo  inglorious  a Condition  as  that  * but 
“ that  he  was  Prifoner  to  a Monarch  fo  great  and  powerful, 
“ that  the  whole  Univerfe  had  no  one  Potentate  who  was 
“his  Superior  in  any  refped,  and  fo  good  and  bountiful 
“ withal,  that,  from  his  Royal  Clemency,  he  might  not 
“ only  hope  to  regain  his  loll  Liberty,  but  even  the  Em- 
“ pire  of  his  Anceftors,  with  the  glorious  Addition  of  his 
“ Friendlhip : And  that,  in  the  mean  while,  till  he  could 
“ receive  his  Sovereign’s  Inrtrudions,  he  fliould  be  relpe&ed 
“ by  the  Spaniards,  and  treated  among  them  in  fuch  a man- 
u ner,  that  he  fliould  not  niifs  his  own  Mexican  Subjects.” 
Cortez,  would  have  proceeded  to  comfort  him  with  fome 
Examples  of  other  unfortunate  Princes,  but  Guatimoz,in  was 
then  too  heavily  oppreifed  with  Grief  to  admit  of  any 
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Confolation,  for  which  reafon  the  General  fearin^  that  he 
ihould  rather  mortify,  than  appeaie  him,  defifted°  for  the 
prefent  j confolatory  Words  and  Perfnafions  being;  of  little 
Force  or  Efficacy  to  make  any  Impreflions  upon  the  Minds 
of  dethroned  Potentates  \ neither  is  it  an  eafy  matter  to 
find  Refignation  in  thofe  Hearts  which  are  ignorant  of  the 
True  God.  b 

Guatimozin  was  a Prince  about  twenty  three,  or 
twenty  four  Years  of  Age,  fo  brave,  that,  at  thole  Years,  he 
had  by  his  Exploits,  and  Victories  in  the  Field,  rifen  to 
thofe  Honours  which  qualified  the  Nobles  to  alcend  the 
Throne.  He  was,  as  to  his  Perfon,  extreamly  well  pro- 
portion d,  tall,  yet  robufl  and  ftrong  built,  and  of  fo  fait 
a Complexion,  that  among  thofe  of  his  own  Nation,  he 
look  d like  one  of  a different  Climate.  His  Face,  which 
fuited  well  with  the  reft,  dilcover’d  a haughty  Mind,  and 
was  fo  habituated  to  command  Refpedt,  that  even  amidft 
the  inward  Agitations  of  his  Soul,  he  loft  nothing  of  the 
Majefty  of  his  Air.  The  Emprefs,  who  was  about  the  fame 
Age,  by  the  Gracefulnefs  of  her  Carriage,  and  the  Viva- 
city of  her  Mien,  attracted  the  Eyes  of  all  ; but  her  Beau- 
ty was  rather  manly  and  majeftick,  than  delicate,  look- 
ing well  at  the  firft  Sight ; which  Agreeablenefs  foon 
diminifh’d,  tho’  the  Majefty  of  her  Prefence  ftill  conti- 
nud.  She  was  Niece  to  the  Great  Motezjuma,  or,  as 
fome  fay,  his  Daughter ; which  when  Cortex  underftood, 
he  renew’d  the  Offers  of  his  beft  Service,  profeffing 
himfelf  obligd  to  pay  to  the  Perfon  of  that  Princefs, 
the  Veneration  he  ow’d  to  the  Memory  of  that  Mo- 
narch. 

I n the  mean  while  he  thought  it  neceffary  to  return  to 
his  Troops,  in  order  to  reduce  that  part  of  the  City,  which 
was  ftill  in  the  Enemy’s  pofteflion  fo  that  breaking  off  the 
Convention  for  the  preient,  he  very  courteoufly  took  leave 
of  his  Royal  Prifoners,  giving  them  in  charge  to  GonZjalo  de 
Sandoval,  with  a fufficient  Guard ; but  before  his  Departure, 
word  was  brought  him,  that  GuatimoZjin  defir’d  to  fpeak 
with  him  : his  Defign,  as  it  prefently  appear’d,  being  to 
intercede  for  the  Mexicans , his  late  Vaffals.  When 
the  General  came,  that  Prince,  in  the  moft  prefting 
Terms,  conjurd  him,  not  to  injure  or  mifufe  them  ; fince  they 
only  wanted  the  knowledge  of  his  being  a Prifoner , to  in- 
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duce  them  to  fur  render.  He  had  fo  much  Prefence  of  Mind, 
that  he  readily  guefs’d  at  the  Occafion  of  the  General’s  De- 
parture, and  in  the  midfl  of  his  Afflictions  had  the  Welfare 
and  Prefervation  of  his  Subje&s  at  heart : a Care  truly  wor- 
thy of  a princely  Mind  ! And  notwithftanding  Cortezj 
gave  him  Alfurances  that  he  would  treat  them  with  Lenity, 
yet  he  earneftly  delir’d  Permilfion  for  one  of  his  own  Mi- 
nifters  to  go  along  with  him,  to  difpofe  the  Mexican 
Troops,  and  the  reft  of  his  Subjects  to  lubmit,  and  to  tell 
them  from  him,  “ That  they  Ihould  obey  the  General  of 
“ the  Spaniards , fince  it  was  not  reafonable  or  prudent  in 
« them  to  incenfe  a Perfon  who  had  their  Prince  in  his 
“ power,  or  refufe  to  conform  themfelves  to  the  Decrees 
“ of  their  Deities.” 

Cortez  found  the  Army  in  the  famePofture  in  which  he 
had  left  it,  nor  had  the  leaft  Alteration  happen’d  during  his 
Abfence  ; for  the  Enemy,  who  had  retir’d  upon  the  firft  Con- 
fternation  they  had  been  put  into,  by  the  news  of  their  Em- 
peror’s being  taken,  had  neither  Courage  enough  left  to 
defend  themfelves,  nor  Judgment  to  capitulate.  Guati- 
mozjris  Minifter  enter’d  their  Quarters,  and1  immediately 
upon  his  acquainting  them  with  the  Orders  he  brought, 
they  threw  down  their  Arms,  and  fubmitted, 

B y the  Mediation  of  that  Minifter,  it  was  agreed,  that 
they  fhould  march  out  without  Arms  or  Baggage,  which 
they  immediately  put  in  execution  after  fo  precipitate  a 
Manner,  that  in  a few  Moments  the  Place  was  evacuated. 
It  rais’d  Admiration  in  the  Beholders,  to  fee  the  Multitudes 
of  military  Men  that  ftill  remain’d,  after  fo  many  Defeats 
and  fuch  confiderable  Loftes.  Great  Care  was  taken  to* 
prevent  their  being  any  way  molefted  or  ill  ufed  in  their 
Retreat  ; and  fuch  Deference  and  Regard  was  paid  to  the 
General’s  Orders,  that  there  was-  not  lb  mueK  as  an  oppro- 
brious or  injurious  Word  heard  among  the  Confederate  In- 
dians, who  fo  mortally  hated  the  Mexicans. 

The  Troops  then  march’d  into  that  remaiiiing  part-  of 
the  City,  where  they  found  nothing  but  milerable  Object's, 
horrible  to  the  Sight,  and  dreadful  even  to  the  Thought ; 
fomefick  and  difabled  Wretches,  who  could  not  follow  tire 
reft,  and  others  grievoufly  wounded,  all  calling  upon  Death 
to  relieve  them  from  their  Mifery,  and  exclaiming  againft 
the  unfeafopable  Clemency  of  the  Conquerors ; but  fro- 
thing 
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thing  made  fo  great  an  Impreffran  upon  the  Spaniards,  and 
fill’d  their  Souls  with  Horror  ib  much,  as  the  fight  of  cer- 
tain Courts  and  deferred  Houles,  where  the  Indians 
had  heap’d  up  the  Bodies  of  all  the  Men  of  Note  who  had 
been  flam  in  Battle,  in  order  at  leifere  to  celebrate  their 
Funeral  Oblequies ; from  whence  proceeded  fuch  an  into- 
' lerable  Stench,  that  they  were  even  afraid  to  breathe ; and, 
- in  efFed,  the  Air  was  little  lefs  than  infeded  therewith, 
which  obliged  them  to  haften  their  Retreat.  Cortez,  ha- 
ving aflign’a  Quarters  to  Gonz>alo  de  Sandoval , and  Pedro  de 
Alvarado , at  fome  diflance  from  that  contagious  Place,  and 
given  what  other  Orders  he  thought  requifite,  retired  with 
his  Prifoners  to  Cuyoacan  (taking  with  him  the  Body  of 
Troops  commanded  by  Chrijloval  de  Olid,)  ’till  the  City 
could  be  cleans’d  and  freed  from  thofe  Horrors;  whither  in 
a few  days  after  he  return’d,  to  confider  of  the  piopereft 
Means  to  eftablifh  and  maintain  his  Conqueft,  and  to  take 
necelfary  Precautions  and  Meafures  with  regard  to  the  Con- 
fequences  which  might  attend  this  prolperous  Expedi- 
tion. 

The  Imprifonment  of  GuatimozJm , and  the  entire  Re- 
dudion  of  Mexico , happened  on  the  Thirteenth  of  Augmfl, 
in  the  Year  152.1,  being  the  Day  of  St.  Hypolito  ; in  Me- 
mory whereof,  the  City,  to  this  day,  celebrates  the  Feftival 
of  that  great  Martyr,  under  the  Title  of  Patron  of  Mexico. 
The  Siege  continued  ninety-three  Days  ; and  in  the  various 
Events  of  profperous  and  adverfe  Fortune,  the  Judgment,  In- 
trepidity, and  Conftancy  of  Cortez ,,  is  equally  to  be  admir’d 
with  the  indefatigable  Perfeverance  and  Valour  of  the  Spa- 
niards, and  the  Unanimity  and  Obedience  of  the  Confedd- 
rate  Nations ; allowing  to  the  Mexicans  the  Honour  of  ha- 
ving defended  their  Prince  and  Country  with  the  Utmoft 
Efforts  of  Bravery  and  Patience. 

After  the  taking  of  Guatimozjn,  and.  the  Conqueft 
of  the  Capital  City  of  that  vaft  Empire,  rbe  Tributary 
Princes  firft  came  in  to  acknowledge,  and  to  do  Homage  to 
the  Conqueror  ; and  their  Example  was  foon  follow’d  by 
the  Caziques  of  the  circumjacent  Diftrids,  fome  be- 
ing induced1  to  it  by  the  great  Reputation  of  the  Spa- 
niards, and  others  compell’d  by  force  of  Arms ; and  in  a 
fhort  time  was  erected  that  noble  Monarchy,  which  merits 
the  Name  of  New  Spain,  the  Great  Emperor  Charles 
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the  Fifth  owing  to  Hernan  Cortex  no  lefs  than  a new 
Crown,  well  worthy  of  his  Imperial  Temples.  A Won- 
derful Conqueft,  and  a moft  Illuftrious  Conqueror, 
among  thofe  which  many  Ages  rarely  produce,  and  of  which 
there  are  but  few  Examples  in  Hiftory  ! 
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P.  57.  /.  6i  dele  out. 

P.  59.  /.  27.  James,  r.  Diego. 

P.  6 0.  /.  ult,  dele  who. 

B O O K II. 

p.  69.  /.  6.  happening,  r.  happened. 

P.  81.  /•  14*  «e/e  the. 

P.  82.  /.  24.  defc  ordered. 

P.  85.  /.  41.  de/e  infpired  him. 

P.  91.  /.  ult,  brought  over,  r,  brought  back. 

P.  97.  /.  39.  Content,  r.  Difcontcnt. 

P.  98.  /.  19.  Ears,  r.  Hearers. 

P.  ico.  /.  22.  fomc  Reft,  r.  fome  Repofe. 

P.  104.  /.  17.  de/e  and. 

P.  1 1 5./.  10.  new  Friends,  acquir’d  r.  new  ac- 
quir’d Friends. 

P.121.I,  12,  after  ufe9  add,  and  a defire  that 
they  (hould  enlarge  in  his  Praife. 

P.  132.  /.  15.  and,  r.  which. 
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P.  143. 1. 3$.  their  own,  >•.  our  own.  . 

Ditto  l.  39.  their  Wearinefs,  r.  our  Men. 

P.  144.  /.  25.  and  making,  r.  and  yet  making* 

BOOK  III. 

P.  10.  /.  38.  to  join,  r.  to  get  together. 

P.  18.  /.  6.  and  ftop  the  Waters  to  annihilate  them, 
r.  and  let  loofe  the  Floods  to  drown  them. 
Ditto  /.  35.  and  different,  r.  and  which  requir’d 
different. 

P.20./.  37.  obferveft,  r.  oblerrc. 

P.  44.  /.  31.  Propofirion  and  Agreement,  r.  Pro- 
portion and  Suitablcnefs. 

Ditto  /.  32.  dire&ed,  ♦*.  purfued. 

Ditto  /.  34.  prejudic’d  Opinions,  whofeSubtilties, 
r.  Subtil  ties  and  fond  Conceits  which. 

P.  60.  /•  26.  Accounts,  r.  Examples. 

P.  1 16. /.  35.  leave  him  to  the  ule  of  his  own 
Reafon,  »•.  fufferour  felves  to  be  blinded  by 
the  plaufiblenefs  of  his  Rea  Tons. 

(Ditto  I,  3 6,  bring  it  into  the  Judgment  of  the 
Hiftory,  r.  call  them  into  Judgment  in  the 
Hiftory.  . /, 

P.  1 1 7../.  27.  influenced,  r.  infpir’d, 

P.  137, /,  15.  faid,  r.  and  faid. 
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